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A Few Wobds for the Commencehent of 1868. 

If during the thiee and twenty years which have passed away since The 
Eabthen Vessel was first issued, we have rendered any essential ser- 
vice, instrumentally, to the churches of Christ on the earth, then are we 
thankful to the Great Author and Giver of every good and perfect gift ; 
«nd if still the Lord will spare and employ us for His glory, in the 
^smallest measure, none would be more gratefully devoted unto His ser- 
vice ; for therein has been realised by us more silent, sacred, and sub- 
stantial joy than in any, or in aU, the other departments of labour 
wherein, for more than fifty years, we have toiled and sufiered in this 
wilderness below. Between mountains of trouble on the one hand, and 
valleys of despondency on the other, we thus far have come. Close 
behind us is the deadly foe : on either hand are rocks insurmountable 
and terrible to behold ; before us roUs the great deep sea of untraversed 
space. What a day may bring forth we know not ; but, as we sit down 
to pen these few introductory lines, the question which Jesus put to the 
two blind men, is echoed in the inner chambers of a heart almost over- 
whelmed with grief — 

" BELIEVE YE THAT I AM ABLE TO DO THIS 1 " 

And with a faith, trembling and sharply tried, we will respond, " Yea, 
Lord :" for unto the uttermost we knpw He is able to save. 

Prophetic writers multiply. Predictions of the immediate fhture 
abound, — a brief review of them would fill pur pages ; but it has been 
our mercy to have the "Word of the Lord read to us, from time to time, 
by a secret voice which, we trust, first called us into the faith and fel- 
lowship of THE sinner's FRIEND; and as that word abideth for ever, so 
in the knowledge and dispensation of that word would we continue, 
until our work and our warfare shall for ever cease. 

Leaving all other themes, let us cast our thoughts for a moment into 

B 
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the contemplation of three branches of the revealed will of God, which 
are, and will be, the same, until this Gospel kingdom shall be completed^ 
and the glory of the Lord be more clearly revealed. 

I. The Planting of Chubghes for the Inqathebing of the Re- 
deemed is a work progressing most rapidly in our time. Has not the 
Church for centuries been inspired to obey her glorious Master's 
injunction, when He said, *' Pray ye the Lord of the harvest^ that He 
will send forth laboubebs into his harvest? ** Certainly she has> And 
is not that prayer receiving showers of answers in many parts of the 
world, in many nations of the earth, in almost every nook and corner of 
this modem Groshen, this land of Bibles, this thickly-studded forest of 
churches and chapels, this favoured but sinful Great Britain of ours ? 
Even churches of truth are rising on every hand ; and the good men who 
are willing to labour cannot be said to be few. 

There is a beautiful pattern of the quiefc, the humble, but most cer- 
tain manner in which, in all times, the churches of Christ have risen on 
the earth. It is the history of the rise of the Church in Corinth. How 
was it brought into existence ? The Holy Ghost, by Luke, the penman^ 
says, — " Paul departed from Athens, and came to Corinth." 

Did the great Apostle of the Gentiles send a man before him to 
make proclamation that " St. Paul was coming to Corinth to preach the 
Gospel ? " Nay. Did he enter Corinth in pompous style ? Nay. We 
think he walked in as a pilgrim ; and having no possession of this world's 
wealth, having to earn his bread by the sweat of his brow, he first tra- 
versed the Corinthian streets, seeHng to find employment at his trade. 
How amazingly humble was the Apoistle's commencement of his ambas- 
sadorship here ! After a while he " found a certain Jew named Aquila^ 
bom in Pontus, lately come from Italy, with his wife Priseilla (because 
that Claudius had commanded all J^ws to depart from Borne) ; so Paul 
came unto them ; and because he was of the same craft, he abode with 
them, and wrought; for by their occupation they were tent-makers." 

As a kind of journeyman to Aquila, then, did this great apostle 
commence his career in Corinth. With his host and hostess he repaired 
to the synagogue eveiy Sabbath, and gradually, carefully, but success- 
fully, did he begin to break up the fallow>ground, in order that the good 
seed of God's truth might take root and bring forth fruit, in the conver- 
sion of not a few to the faith of Jesus.. 

Thube WoBDS indicate the mode of Paul's procedure. (1.) "He 
reasoned in the synagogue every Sabbath." After this gentle appeal to 
their hearts, (ji.) he " pebsuaded the Jews and the Greeks:" he' 
ploughed deeper into them, and laboured to lay fest hold upon them. 
By and bye " Silas and Timotheus came from Macedonia, and joined 
themselves to Paul, so that it is said, he was " pressed in the spirit," — a 
stronger power of grace entered into him ; and boldly he " testified to 
the Jews that JESUS WAS CHRIST." Openly and fully, faithfully 
and with great clearness, he preached unto them the Gospel of the grace 
of God. Violent opposition ensued. AwfcQ blasphemies were uttered. 
Dangers and deaths sarrounded Paul and his companions. At length he 
arose ; " he shook his raiment ; and he said unto them. Your blood be 
UPON YOUB OWN HEADS ; I am clean — (blessed and happy is the man who 
can thus acquit himself in the ministry) : from henceforth I go unto the 
Gentiles." 
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No-w commences Panrs work in that direction assigned unto Tiim 
by the Lord himself: he was truly " the apostle of the GentHes.'' 

Close to the synagogue was " a certain man's house, named Jus- 
tus." This man worshipped God ; and here Paul was received : here 
he preached, Crispus, the ruler of the sfynagogue, and many more 
believed and were baptised. But while the Gospel kingdom was yet 
weak and tender in this city, 8atan and his agents threatened to destroy 
Paul, and all who followed the Lord through his ministry ; so that the 
apostle was about to flee away. And, in the night, while featrs were per- 
plexing and disturbing him, the Lord spoke *to Paul by a vision, — " Be 
not a£ndd, but speak, and hold not thy peace, for I am with thee ; and 
no man shall set on thee to hurt thee ; for I have much people in this 
city." And there Paul continued. There a Christian church was 
planted ; and there elect vessels of mercy were gathered in. Let our 
brethren who toil all the week, and then go forth, instrumentally, plant- 
ing and feeding the churches of Christ on the Lord's-day, from all this 
take courage; for by these apparently himible means doth Jesus plant in 
the wilderness his cedar trees and myrtle trees, ^* plants of the Lord's own 
right hand planting, that He might be glorified." No happier man can 
be found on this earth than is the honest, the humble, the devoted itine- 
rant preacher of Christ's Gospel. He labours for six days to earn the 
bread that perisheth, and on the best of all the seven goes forth to preach 
unto the assembled villages the bread of eternal life. From such pure, 
and holy, and self-denying evangelistic labours, has arisen, and will arise, 
many of the churches, which, like little gardens of grace, are a blessing 
to multitudes here, preparing them for the eternal glories which sur- 
round 

** The Lamb in the midst of fhe throne.'* 

What hosts of little churches we could refer to which during the last 
twenty-five years have risen, taken root, and are growing and spreading 
on every hand. This work goes on. The Lord be praised ! 

11. The second branch of that religion which is revealed in the 
Bible, and which will continue the same in all ages of the Gospel dis- 
pensation, falls under the heading of " The Yital Experiences op Be- 
LiEVEBs IN Jesus Christ," and which are variously described both in the 
Old and in the New Testament, especially in Job, in the Psalms, in all 
the Prophets ; in that sermon the Saviour delivered on the mount, where 
the '* blessed ones" are said to be " the poor in spirit," ** they that 
mourn,'' " the meek," " they which do hunger and tlurst after righteous- 
ness/' " the merciful," " the pure in heart," <fec. j and by Paul in the 
seventh and eighth of the Komans, as well as by the other apostles. 

But the thirteenth Psalm, in a few verses, contains a volume of 
experience, which will be found to correspond with the severe internal 
trials, as well as with some of the reliefs which a true and genuine faith 
brings home to the heart of all who are bom of God, and who, in the 
furnace of affliction, are meetened for a kingdom of glory, which was 
prepared for them from the foundation of the vf orld. 

Divide that thirteenth Psalm into three parts. (1.) It expresses a 
fourfold state of soul- trouble — 

" How long wilt thou forget me, O Lord ? for ever 1 " 

" How long wilt thou hide thy face from me ?" 

B 2 
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*' How long shall I take counsel in my soul, having sorrow in ray 
heart daily ? " 

'^ How long shull mine enemy be exalted over me ) " 

These four troubles meeting in the soul at once, and continuing a 
long time, render its existence here most terrible and dreadful to bear. 
We must not attempt to define the appalling miseries which result from 
such agonising distresses. They are not known even to believers ; but 
many, in a measure, have, or have had, bitter experiences of them all. 
Then (2ndly), there is that emphatic prayer, " Consider, and hear me, 
O Lord my God : lighten my eyes, lest I sleep the sleep of death.'' The 
Spirit of adoption j there claims ifor the soul its relationship to Grod, 
although the darkest clouds hide from it the smallest manifestation of 
His love. 

The Spirit of adoption, at length, pours forth a fourfold exercise of 
a strong and indestructible faith. '^ But, I have trusted in thy mercy : 
my heart shall rejoice in thy salvation : I will sing unto the Lord, be- 
cause He hath dealt bountifully with me." 

Thus, one of the darkest nights of sorrow is turned into an anti- 
cipated morning of joy. 

We have received some homely verses from one who signs himself 
" A Poor Sinner" (Warboys), which we have felt certainly to flow out 
of a soul which has travelled in the deep places before referred to : — 

O, eould I reflect on the past, 

And groan with a sense of my sin, 
Then prostrate myself in the dust, 

And yet be a stamger to Him ? 

Or, could I His mercy implore, 

And trust in the merits of Christ ; 
Hy good and my bad deeds deplore. 

And yet be a JBalaam at last? 

Oh, no ! Sure this never can be, 

Though sin and old Satan unite, 
To darken my soul on the road, 

And hide my dear Saviour from sight. 

III. The Saviour's Great Promise is another abiding mercy for 
aU the ransomed of the Lord. We lately visited an aged saint, who has 
been in his bed many years, but is now close to Jordan's narrow brink. 
As we sat beside his dying couch the Saviour's word was precious to us 
— " I will not leave you comfortless ; I will come to vou." This pro- 
mise contains two things, which only the spiritually living in Jerusalem 
can realise. (1.) They daily find there is no comfort, no sacred peace, 
no solid joy, but in the presence of their Lord. Let Him leave them 
and either Satan's delusions, or the deepest despondency, beset them ; 
but, in the fulfilment of His promise, as realised after His resurrection, 
there was peace spoken — ^there was provision made ; for He not only 
gave them a large multitude of fishes, but when He called them to " Come 
and dine," they found the fire and the fish and the bread all ready ; and 
the declaration that He would never leave them, afforded the richest con- 
solation. And this river of peace has never altogether ceased to refresh 
the followers of the Lamb. 

Whatever changes time may bring, whatever desolation sin may 
spread abroad, Zion shall for ever live ; out of all her tribulations she 
shall arise, and, in the presence of the Kingdom of the Lord, behold Him 
£isu5e to face, and with Him dwell for ever. 
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Bt Mb. Geo. Mubbell, of St. Neots. 



**Work out your own salyation with fear and trembling, for it is God which 
worketh in yon both to will and to do of hia good pleasure."— ^hiL iL 12, 18). 

The will of man in his fallen state is rebellious, the heart being 
at enmity with God, and that enmity is seen as much, and sometimes 
more, in moral men than in profane. There was never a heart more at 
enmity with God than the man who thought himself a good man, who 
thought he was the favourite with heaven, and sure of going there. 
This man was Saul of Tarsus ; but with all his religion and morality, 
and his burning zeal, he was an enemy to God and a rebel against the 
throne of the Most High. This is not a solitary «ase, but .the universal 
case. Among all Adam's descendants, there is not a solitary exception 
— God makes no difference : there is this, and this difference only : the 
beUever knows something of his own helplessness, « For it is God which 
worketh in you both to will and to do." It is God that worketh in you 
to do. I ^ow some of you have got a great deal more voiU than you 
have power ; Paul had — " For to will is present with me ; but how to 
perform that which is good I find not." You would be very different, 
poor soul, if you could — I know you would ; God has set your will in 
motion, and if your power were equal to your will, you would be very 
different to what you are. Your will is to love God, your will is to the 
honour of God ; your will is to be saved by sovereign grace, you will to 
pray, you will to repent, you will to love the perfections of God, but it is 
the Spirit of God's power in your heart and mind that hath given us 
this will. Sometimes we feel an inclination after God ; spiritually, we 
have but small abilities ; it is God, therefore, that made us willing, and 
it is God that worketh in us to do His will. 

My text was not directed to the ungodly ; these utterances did not 
form part of the sermon that Paul preached to the multitude. These 
words were directed to the Church, to the Church of Saints, to the 
people who stood high in Paul's esteem, who dwelt even in his heart. 
Now, this portion, like many others, has been perverted. Poor mis- 
taken men, no doubt in strict honesty, have addressed these words to 
men dead in sin, " Work out your own salvation." Paul never thus 
addressed the ungodly — ^he spoke to the congregation, to the Church, to 
the believers in the Son of God. These words belong to us. Christian 
Mends ; they are not so much the words of Paul as they are the words of 
Grod, for Paul was but the mouth-piece : the address is from heaven's 
high throne. It is to you, my dear brethren, the deacons — ^to every 
member of the Church here, to every regenerate character here. God 
speaks to you ; what does he say % " Work out your own salvation" — 
you have already received it ; work it out. 

With God's blessing, I will try and notice the following thoughts : 
saloation — ^your own salvation ; salvation is nothing to us if it is not 
our own ; ** Your own salvation," and how God worketh it in us. Then, 
how a Ghriitian is to work it otUy for it can never be worked out if it is 
not first worked in ; and if it be worked in, it is by such sovereign favour, 
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and will be worked out by honest repentance for our follies; and thank- 
fulness for our mercies. 

ScUvati&n, This is a large word, and a most blessed word, too ; it 
seems to guide us in our deepest love. It seems to guide us and to follow 
us, and at last to raise us up to the highest blessing. 

Salvation ! — I would say it comprehends the grace of the Father, 
the merits of the Son, and the work of the Holy Ghost. Are we not 
saved by love ? and is there not salvation in love ? For our God says, 
'< By grace are ye saved ;'' this is salvation by, and in strict accordance 
with, the honour of God's law. Ghiist shall save His people in that way, 
which is in perfect harmony with the rights of the Divine government ; 
for while mercy reigns, justice will be honoured, hell defeated, and God's 
people for ever secured. Salvation is wrought in us by the blessed Spirit ; 
it is the Spirit's work to lead the soul to God ; the heart that is not 
sanctified and renewed is not a saved character ; the Holy Ghost works 
in us ; we are saved by the " washing of regeneration, and by the renew- 
ing of the Holy Ghost." 

Salvation comprehends pardon ; this is what we very much want 
when the Holy Ghost shows us our guilt. Salvation also takes in jus- 
tification, which is more than pardon, for by it God conveys grace on His 
people beyond forgiveness. Our pardon is not more than half of our 
salvation ; pardon is a special and a blessed part, but not the whole ; 
forgiveness would secure us from the curse, but it might leave our souls 
short of heaven. It is our comfort, that where grace begins it pro- 
gresses ; God does not give pardon, and then leave the character ; but 
He goes forth in the great work of justifying the man. I know God's 
dear people are much set on pardon, and rightly, too ; they think, when 
they feel their load of guilt, when they dread the fires of hell, and 
tremble at the thunderings of the law, how happy they should be if they 
were but pardoned. But pardon is not enough ; God- does more ; He 
forgives, my friends, graciously, and his forgiveness comprehends all our 
salvation blessings. But after He has forgiven us, he gives us a rube of 
righteousness ; this is the best covering the soul can have ; this is the 
best robe. This, dear friends, is the garment that will never spot, we 
can never rend it nor destroy it ; it is a perfect robe, and the soul being 
once attired in this blessed garment, the robe can never more be put off. 
Poor sinner ! did you ever receive this garment ? Have you been 
justified 1 have you been condemned ? have you felt sin a burden 1 If 
you have not, you are not attired in this robe. If attired in Christ's 
robe, you are blessed— sin cannot damage it, Satan cannot rend it, we 
cannot defile it, and if once robed we can never be uncovered again. 
Adam was soon stripped of his garment, but the Christian man can 
never be deprived of his. The work of grace then advances, it is a pro- 
gressive work, there is forgiveness and there is justification. 

Salvation, I notice, friends, is by substitution. Do you see that 1 
How are we saved but by the work of another. Our salvation don't 
depend on ourselves ; in one sense we have no hand in this mighty work, 
only by the hand of reception ; yes, we receive into our hearts the love 
of God, and we have conscious enjoyment of the blessed effects. Salva- 
tion is a work which belongs to the Lord, and is effected by substitution. 
Poor believer ! where, but at Calvaby, do you look for salvation 1 You 
hear of the sacrifice of Jesus, you look to Him, you long for Him, you 
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trust in Him ; He carries all your caresi He becomes accountable for all 
your wrongs and answerable for all your debts. Here is the fountain to 
wash you from all pollution ; what you have made wrong, He, as your 
surety, undertakes to make right. See what He has done on the cross, 
trace His work — ^there are no spots in His work or in Him. Look on 
his work : there is no deficiency there. Who shall judge ? I would not 
take judgment, but leave God the Father to judges I think the Father 
bad a perfect knowledge of the worth of the work of His Son. What is 
God the Father's opinion 1 Why, that His Son has done the work well, 
snd the Lord the Father *^ was well pleased for His righteousness sake/' 
Here my heart shall cling — ^here my soul shall rest ; our acceptance, 
then, is in the Son, provided by the Father ; not in His person merely 
are we received, but the Father puts a proper value on his Son's work, 
and says, ^' He was well pleased.'' What? — With His .person? Yes, 
and He was well pleased with his righteousness. Here, then, my friends, 
you and I can find pleasure where our Lord God has found pleasure. 
There seems something beautiful and wonderful in the idea of Jehovah 
the Father finding pleasure in the person and work of His dear Son ; 
surely, then, oar souls may safely rest here, and find pleasure. Where 
else can the poor law-smitten sinner find pleasure 1 In the work of his 
hands 1 No, only in the religion, the person, and perfect work of Jesus 
dhrist. My Lord looks on Jesus His Son with pleasure — ^there I will 
seek my pleasure, where God finds His pleasure ; as the Lord is well 
pleased ^^ for fiis nghteousness sake," so am I, my friends. Blessed be God 
-He is weU pleased with my SaTiour ; there is no sacrifice, there is no 
acceptance, there is no advancement, there is no beauty apart from the 
dear Saviour. Whatever, therefore, was requisite, in order to deliver us 
'&om hell and to take us to heaven and to fit us for heaven, whatever W4S 
necessary Jesus Christ by substitution has effected. Some of you, I have 
no doubt, sometimes sing — I do sometimes— 

" Jesns is our great salvation 
Worthy of our best esteem." 

Salvation, I notice next, dear friends, takes in sanctification of the 
heart by the Holy Spikit. Our hearts must be quickened to life that 
they may feel, the mental eyes must be opened that they may see, the 
heart softened by grace that we may repent. The Holy Spirit must take 
possession of oiir hearts, enabling us to believe in Jesus, &at sin may be 
hateful and holiness desired, that Satan may be dethroned, and Jesus 
Christ reign in the poor sinner's heart. Kow, this salvation is a gracious 
salvation, is it not? How gracious to forgive faults like ours j what 
-efficacious grace, to cleanse hearts so filthy as ours; how beautifying 
that it covers our souls with incomparable beauty, covered with the 
Saviour's person, and blessed with blessings vast and gracious ; '' By 
grace are ye saved, through faith, not of yourselves, it is the gift of 
God." 

Then, friend, salvation is not only gracious, but it is also just ; God's 
Justice shall lose nothing by our souls being saved by grace, shall lose 
nothing by your soul's justification and mine. The Great Creator shall 
receive payment in full ; the Divine law shall be magnified, justice shall 
be satisfied, all interested parties shall be honoured, while Satan shall be 
defeated. I think I should not like God's salvation half so well as I do 
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if it were not just. We are not to go to heaven as if vre were smuggled 
there. Believers, it is bv the Holy Ghost we are led into the privileges 
which belong to us in Christ ; bj Him we see ourselves justified, hj 
Him we enjoy pardon for all our offences, and are members of that Head, 
Jesus Christ, and derive all our beauty from the headship character. 
Salvation, therefore, is eqtdtable ; it is just then that the saints should 
go to heaven — ^it is right, it is proper ; I know it is merciful ; I know it 
is a gracious act, but I know sdso it is just and right that souls should 
be saved since Christ has died. 

I say these are some of the qualities of salvation ; it takes the 
sinner, and raises him out of the deepest woe, up to the highest honours. 
Is there a case too bad? Is there a sinner too deeply sunken? Is 
there one too far gone into the mire that grace, mercy, and salvUtion 
cannot raise him up and save him for ever ? This great work of salva- 
tion springs from the Father's loving heart — flows trough the Saviour 
in streams of blood, brought into our hearts by and through the power 
of the Spirit ; Jesus stands as the substitution of another ; He stands in 
our place, whose work is highly apprejsiated by God. Crod takes pleasure 
in the work of His Son, how much I do not know ; but where God finds' 
pleasure, poor souls find salvation for their souls, and are meeteiied for 
heaven, where we shall one day safely arrive as a matter of right, as a 
matter of strict equity and mercy. 

" Work out your own salvation." Now, this comprehensive phrase 
seems to look down upon a people, and says, it is your own — your own 
salvation. What is God's salvation is ours, my text says so — " Your 
own salvation." There is nothing your own so much as the salvation of 
God, poor believer. Your God is your own, your soul is your own — 
salvation is ^ours. Can you say that of your property ? Is your family 
your own 1 Is your wealth your own 1 There is nothing so much your 
own as the salvation of your precious souls by our Lord Jesus Christ* 
Salvation would not do you any good, brethren, if it were not your 
own ; but as we look at its different parts, we can say it all belongs 
to us. The sacred judgment that covers the poor believer is his own. He 
did not buy it, he did not work it, it cost him nothing, he laboured not 
for it, the garment was freely bestowed by the God of grace who delights* 
to give it, not to offer it, not to hold it up for sale, but it is freely be- 
stowed. The coat on my back is my own, I bought it, and paid for it. 
But the religion of Jesus Christ is my own in a far nobler and better 
sense. This garment of mine I may be deprived of, it will certainly 
wear out, thus become good for nothmg. But the garment wrought by 
Christ will never lose its beauty, that will never wear out^ and of it we 
shall never be deprived. We want, then, salvation for our own, we 
want pardon for our own, righteousness as our own, sanctification for 
our own hearts, we want the Christ of God for our own, we want His love 
for ourselves ; the throne for our own, we want all the mighty work for 
our Qwn. Another's interest will never satisfy the sinking, sin-con- 
demned soul. The earnest, convinced soul will frequently cry as one 
who has gone before cried, " Say unto my soul,' I am thy salvation." 
We want pardon applied, righteousness appropriated, love shed abroad, 
we want God to be our own God, to know it experimentally, and to be 
enabled to say, ** My Lord, and my God," " Thou art precious, Christ is my 
own, my brother, my portion, my inheritance." But why, why, this 
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gratuitous grant of salvation ? It is of God, Qod gives it; what is given is 
mine, what is lent me may be called bfick again ; li you lend me an article, 
you have a right to demand it back again, while if you ^ve me anything it 
is mine, not yours. So with our Qod in salvation. He gives it graciously, 
it then becomes our own. 

Poor soul, is not the realization of this what yon desire ? You may 
not have arrived at the enjoyment of the fact of your salvation ; how 
the poor doubting, fluttering heart seeks, prays for mercy, how he sighs 
for a manifestation of the fact, to know that Jesus Christ, is his ; his 
in the perfections of His nature, that Christ would be his portion in life, 
and his joy for ever and ever. It is a blessed thing to have clear evi- 
dences of our interest in the Saviour's work, not only to talk of salvation 
but to realize its e£fects on the heart. This seems to my soul like being 
in earnest, like the soul being thoroughly awakened, when, we join with 
the poet, whatever we may have besides, our cry ia :- 

" Give me Christ, or else I die." 

A good old friend, a minister, said, a short time before he departed, 
to be no more seen by mortals, in reply to a kind inquiring Mend who 
asked how things were with him, as he drew near death ? '' Blessed be 
my God," he said, '< I believe I am as safe as if I were in heaven, but 
not so happy j but I shall wrap myself up in my Saviour^s robe, and fall 
asleep." What a sweet thought 1 Mends ; the righteousness of Christ is 
a precious robe for a Christian man to be buried in ; he shall rise in the 
moroiDg, when he shall rise without his shroud, robed in the wedding 
garment, fit for the wedding day. 

These are, then, the gifts of salvation. We cannot deserve salvation, 
we cannot offer any suitable price for it. God would have been just if 
He had withheld it, and He is just and merciful in giving salvation. Do 
you want it, poor sinner 1 Do you want this free salvation % . You are 
damned without it ; you will go to hell without it. Do you want this 
salvation, then, this salvation is of God ? Are you seeking it ? praying 
for it] searching for it% If you are, you shall have it. If you tldnk 
you can buy it, you will never get it that way, You may beg for it j 
God likes beggars ; but you shall never buy it. Here are milk and 
honey, ." Come ye, buy and eat ; yea, come, buy wine and milk, without 
money and without price.'' Yon, poor beggars, may have it; God 
giveth it to everyone tliat is brought humbly to ask for it ; he delighteth 
to bestow salvation free and complete to every guilty soul that feels he 
can do nothing to merit the salvation of his soul. Do you feel empty 
Poor soul ! Christ will fill you. Is your heart broken ? Christ hedeth 
the broken in heart If you are humbled, Christ will raise you up. If 
you are stripped of all self-righteousness, if you are self-condemned, seek- 
ing salvation, prayerfully and earnestly from God ; he will never shut 
his merciful ears from your cry, but he will release the poor and needy. 
As sure as you are made sensible that you are lost men and women, 
without mercy, God is just, and he will keep you from perdition, he 
will keep you as beggMs at his door of mercy, but he will never leave 
you: the time of loi^shall come when the Spirit shall witness with 
your spirits that he is the God of your salvation. 

" Your own salvation " God is said to work in us, salvation is 
'within ; then we are admonished to work it out. How does God work 

c 
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it in us? I think ia the following order : — ^He works in the jiidgmenL 
I think religion that is real and vital, has to do with the intellect, as 
well as with the passions. God works salvation in the understanding of 
the man. Man sees the suitability of Christ ; sees the vengeance of divine 
justice satisfied ; believes God is jiist as well as merciful. Gbd worketh 
salvation in the judgment and in the intellect. It may be a work of 
many years. This is a work going on in the affections. God takes 
possession of the heart, through the understandiDg. Man is shown his 
own helplessness, and sinful state ; glimpses of the suitability and glory 
of Christ as the Saviour dawns upon the afiectioDs; that which the 
soul sees so precious, the heart begins to love. That which is so pre- 
cious a robe, and adorns the wearer, the understanding admires, the 
heart loves, and the soul desires to be robed therewith. 

Now, my friends, has God worked salvation in your hearts I Is it 
precious to you 1 Is the God of grace precious ? Yes, brethren. He 
is precious. At times, to me, salvation is more precious than gold, more 
so than life itself, more precious than the blood that flows in my veins, 
more precious than existence on earth. This salvation is wrought in the 
understanding, the poor sinner sees the suitability, he is brought to love 
and admire the Gospel plan of salvation. 

The Lord also works in our experience. By an inwrought experi- 
ence, the soul is taught to value the plan of salvation. The judgment 
is illuminated through the affections, the heart embraces and seeks to know 
more of this glorious work; this mighty plan by which the soul is saved 
and made meet to be for ever with the Loixi of life and glory. 

By the help of the Lord, I now come to the admonition, ** Work 
out your own salvation." 

Once when Bowland Hill was going to preach at Moorfields Taber- 
nacle, a man persuaded his friend, who was a Quaker, to go and hear Bow- 
land Hill. The man had some difficulty in persuading his fiiend to go, but 
he went. As soon as the preacher took his text, the Quaker whispered, 
*' I don't like that much." " Never mind," said the man, " he will soon 
leave it." So he did, for the good man had a strange manner of rambling. 
Now you will not say this of me, if you do not like works ; but I do like 
works. I am not about to set the dead to work, that would be hard 
Indeed, fruitless labour. If we bear out the admonition, the living are 
to work, whom my God hath raised from death unto life ; a life spiritual, 
a glorifying life, to the living in Jerusalem. To work ; the admonition 
is part of my text, " Work out your own salvation." God works in 
you, you work it out. God has very graciously given you some appre- 
hension of the suitability, some enjoyment of the wondrous plan of mercy ; 
as the Lord works in you, " To will and to do of his good pleasure," you 
work out what the Lord works in. 

Now, observe, God thus exhorts us to work ; to work grace in our 
heart, though we are supposing that grace is there, and then we are 
admonished to work it out. There are in certain stones some beautiful 
grains, but the common eye does not see them. The lapidary sets to 
work on the stone ; by his. operations he brings q^ti, to view these veins ; 
you see them now beautifully on the surface of tm stone. The lapidary 
did not put those veins there ; if nature had not placed them there, the 
man could not work them out. So God must first put grace into the 
poor sinner's so\il, and create in him a new life, and bless him with gracions 
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influence. God first gives, He gives graciously, and very mercifully, very 
fully, that which id suitable for the soul to possess. He is a very boun- 
tiful giver ; and what he gives is very bountifully given. Now, saith God, 
*' work out " what I work in. Oh, " let your light shine before men, 
crucify the flesh,*' put off the old man, put on the new, and " glorify 
God in your body and your spirit, which are God*s/* I love work from 
a good piinciple, if we work by God's rule, we are in good hands. God 
never exhorts the dead to work, while the living He does. Work out, 
then, what Grod works in you. If Christ works in your heart, poor 
ainner, it is your business to work it out ; works are the evidences, the 
£nits, the blessed manifestations of the life of God in the soul. 

I would say, friends, work it out in the world, in all your commei^- 
<nal transactions ; this is a Christian fruit. Try to do business among 
men as in the sight of God. Let your religion go with you in the market, 
on the Exchange, in the shop go with you, and work out in blessed 
evidences bf the blessed effects of being made partakers of salvation 
of God. I would further say, let your Christian fruits be seen in your 
fiBi.mily, you who are fathers. If you have servants, let your religion be 
Seen i^th them. 

A friend said when he was a young man in service, living with what 
Tras thought a religious family, but, said he, " if they had any religion, 
they took care to keep it to themselves," for he never saw any of it. 
This, dear friends, must not be, there must be evidence of God's work in 
you, if you possess His work. In your family, yes, in yotir domestic 
life, there must be the family altar, children ought to hear your prayers, 
your example should be before them, to admonish them. You cannot 
trust to your well-doing, but let your light be seen, parents, in your 
families, before your servants, behind your counters, if you have religion 
in your hearts, God works salvation in you, and it is for you to work it 
out in your domestic circumstances. 

I would say to the churches of the living God, you who are members 
<rf the visible church of Christ ; do you show at your church meetings 
a crooked, frowning, sour, wrathful spirit ? if so, you are wrong. Work 
out your own salvation ; at your church meetings, show, in various forms, 
your true Christian character ; show your gratitude for communion with 
the people of God and. your love to your blessed Saviour. 

I would not live better before men than I would in secret, still, I 
should Uke to work out the blessed evidences of grace in my heart, before 
the gaze of others, that by that which Gk)d has worked in me, He may be 
honoured, and that I may be no stumbling-block in the way of religion. 
I have thus travelled through some of the things belonging to salvation. 
Perhaps you can gather up some of the thoughts. Remember, God is 
the author of salvation. He works salvation in you, it is, therefore, your 
own salvation, God is yours, Christ is yours, the Cross is yours, the 
throne is yours, every blessing is yours, the robe is yours, the fulness of 
Christ's heart is yours ; all is yours ; ye are Christ's, and Christ is 
God's. 

The Lord grant His blessing, that His salvation may be so wrought 
within us, that we may in our daily -life, in our business matters, in our 
family circle, in the church of our God, work out what God has been pleased 
to work in ; work out in true Christian liberality, showing our sympathy 
with the churches of our God, according as God hath blessed us. I add 
no more. AMEN. 
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BEING A DOZEN CHAPTERS IN THE AUTOBIOGRAPiEEY OF A 

LIVmG MINISTER. 



Chafteb I. — ^Parents and Pabektaoe. 
'' He found them in a desert land." 

1 BEGIN with these, not only because their memory is dear to me, but 
because their lives and histories afford some striking manifestations o£ 
the love and care of God for His children, alike in Providence and in grace, 
and I hope and pray that the few incidents that I am about to relate in this 
chapter, in reference to their sad and changeful sojourn upon earth, may be 
owned of God for strengthening the weaklings and comforting the mourners 
in His tried family, that, though being dead, they may yet speak for Him 
whose changeless love and providential care followed them all their joiuney 
through. 

My mother was bom at Dartford, and my father at a little village not 
many miles distant from Dartford ; father in the year 1774, mother in 1782. 
To read and write was all the education they received. Schools at that time 
were few and far between ; and, as a rule, children in the humble sphere of 
life in which they were bom, received no education at all, but, as soon as 
they could earn a few shillings, were sent to service to do so. In religious 
matters they were complete heathens ; till father was twenty-five years of age 
and mother eighteen, they had never read a chapter in the Bible, nor entered 
a chapel ; in fact, in or near the villages where they were brought up, there 
were no dissenting chapels ; and though they had been to church, they 
seemed neither mentally nor spiritually the better for it. The clergy of those 
times were different from what many of them are now. Then, they were 
almost to a man sportsmen and f oxhunters ; and many times have I heard 
my father say that he has seen funerals and weddings waiting at the church- 
doors, sometimes for hours, for the parson to return from the chase ; at other 
times he has seen him just ready to start for the hunt, as a funeral or a 
wedding party were coming up, then stop and perform the burial or marriage 
service in his hunting dress, mount his horse, and ride off. * Like priests, like 
people ; if such were the parsons, it is not difficult to guess what must have 
been the religious condition of the population. But where God has a son on 
whom He intends to bestow salvation, or to endow with His Spirit (Luke 

* On one occasion a gentleman, whom father knew, was crossing Shooter^s Hill 
late at night in a hackney coach, when he was stopped by a highwayman, who, present* 
ing a pistol, demanded his money or his life. G-reat indeed was his surprise to recog- 
nise in the voice of the highwayman the voice of the clergyman, or curate of the parish 
where he lived, and to whose ministrations he was in the habit of listening every 
Sunday ! Accosting him|by name, he said, *• Why, Williams, is it you ? " Finding he 
was known, the curate fell upon his knees, and entreated him not to name the matter, 
or it would be his ruin. This the gentleman promised and passed on. It is but just 
to add that the curate's income was £40 per annum, out of which he had to support 
himself, his wife, and eleven children, while the rector, who lived in a distant part 
of the country and seldom came to the parish, received a thousand a year. 
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six. 9 ; GkJ. iv. 6), however nnfayourable the oiicunutanoeB m which he is 

placed, whether like Zaccheus in a sycamore-tree, or as Bartimens under a 

hedge, or going to the well to draw water (John iv.), the Lord will find a 

means to get at him and to bring him out of Nature's darkness into His 

marvellous light ; wherever Providence has placed him, there grace will find 

Jiim. 

Father had now reached his twenty-fifth year, and was, as yet, without 

God, without Christ, and without hope in the world. 

One Sunday he started early for Woolwich to see a friend, and was 
prevailed upon by him to accompany him to chapel. It was the first time he 
iiad ever entered one. In the afternoon, he went with him again, though 
strongly dissuaded from going by some persons, because Mr. Squirrel, who 
was to preach in the afternoon, was ^' only a blacksmith, and what could he 
know about preaching ? *** But in the hand of the despised blacksmith, the 
word was as a fire and a hammer (Jeremiah xxiii. 29) breaking his rocky 
heart to pieces. The text was Acts ix. 22, ^ ' Proving that this is very Christ. " 
Father left the chapel deeply convinced of sin, and of the fact that of that 
Saviour of whom he had heard so much, he knew nothing. 

On returning to his native village, with a distressed and burdened 
conscience, there was not one person to whom he could speak on spiritual 
things . He spent his days and nights in weeping and supplicating for pardon. 
He absented himself from his former companions and amusements ; he could 
no longer join their card parties nor village festivals. It was not long before 
this change was observed by the yoimg people of the village, but of its 
source and nature they were ignorant. Vainly did they seek to find out 
where and how he spent his evenings. One evening mother, then a girl of 
eighteen, saw him kneeling down to pray. He discovered her presence, and 
prayed very earnestly for her ; that prayer was the means of her conversion. 
His prayer was blest of God to the convincing her of her sin. She left that 
place a changed character. Not long after this they were married. 

Two years after they were baptized at Dartf ord, in the river Darent, and 
joined the Baptist Church subsequently formed at Eynsford, imder the 
ministry of Mr. Rogers. 

Some four years after this they were removed, in the Providence of Gkxl, 
to Woolwich, where father obtained employment in the dockyard, which he 
kept for many years.- 

But he had not been long engaged in his new employment, when he 
was taken ill with the typhus fever, and was laid up with it for six months* 
One part of the time, for about a fortnight, he appeared to be quite uncon- 
scious, and never spoke once during the fortnight. The doctor who visited 
him, told my mother, on one occasion, that he could not survive twenty-four 
hours. Two other medical men who were called in confirmed this opinion. 
In her overwhelming sorrow, mother knelt down by his bedside, and cried, 
** O Lord, spare my husband.*' Opening his eyes, and fastening them upon 
her, father said, "He will, my dear." They were the first words he had 
Bpoken for fourteen days, and he never uttered another sentence for nearly 
a fortnight afterwards. But mother rose from her knees, grateful, calm, 

• * The preacher of the morning was Mr. F«, minister of the place. 
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oonvineed that his life would be* spared ; that though they were her husband's 
words, they were the Lord's promise ; and so it proved ; gradually he recovered, 
and ultimately resumed his work. 

But during this prolonged period of affliction, the Lord appeared for 
them in a most remarkable manner. As mother had at the time three or four 
children, and had nothing to depend upon but father's weekly income ; when 
that was gone, all was gone. Keduced at last to the utmost verge of desti- 
tution, without a loaf in the cupboard, or the money to buy one, her little 
ones crying for bread, which she had not the means to procure, and her 
husband apparently at the point of death, she went' to bed sad and supperless. 
But He who feedeth the ravens when they cry, was not unmindful of her 
need, and the need of her little ones. Soon after she fell asleep, she had 
the following remarkable dream. She dreamt that she was standing beneath- 
a large tree, that a large blackbird was hopping about at her feet, and 
another in the tree above. That the bird on the ground said to its mate in- the- 
tree, " Throw out the young." Upon this, the bird in the tree, threw down 
at her feet a bible, which fell open at these words, ^^ Call upon me in the day 
of trouble, I will deliver thee, and thou shalt glorify me." The bird then 
proceeded to throw out one by one, five small birds, but the fifth had but 
one wing. On waking, this dream was forcibly impressed on her mind^ 
though unable to divine its meaning. Belating the dream to a neighbour^ 
and asking her if she coidd see any meaning in it, she replied, '^ I think it 
seems to imply that there is some money coming to you, but that you will 
not get the whole of it, as the last bird wanted a wing." 

In the course of the morning, mother received a letter from her sister^ 
who resided some few miles distant, asking her to come over, as she had 
something for her. She went immediately. On seeing her, her sister said, 
*' Oh, Fve got some money for you, brought to me for you in a most singular 
way. Yesterday three ladies came to the door, in a hackney coach, and on 
seeing me, said, ' Oh, you are not the person we want, but you are very much 
like her, have you a sister in such and such circumstances T describing exactly 
the circumstances in which mother was situated, with three or four children^ 
in great distress, and husband iU. ^ Yes,' was the answer. ' Then give her 
this smn of money, and when that is gone we will send her some more ;' we 
never saw her, she is a perfect stranger to us, and we are strangers to her, 
but for three consecutive nights we each had a dream of sucli a person being 
in such circumstances, and felt it impressed upon us to relieve her, but knew 
not who she was, nor where she lived ; but this momixig being in the 
Borough, we felt our minds strongly impressed to take a hackney coach and 
try to find her. We did. The coach was standing in the Borough, with the 
horse's head turned towards Kent street ; we told the driver to drive down 
Kent street, and not to stop till we told him to ; we continued, right down 
the Kent road, through Deptf ord Broadway, with each of our minds perfectly 
satisfied that we were in the right direction. We still continued up Black* 
Jieath hill, across the heath till we reached this house, when we felt our 
minds strongly impressed that we must stop and enquire here. We did, and 
as soon as we saw you, you reminded us forcibly of the person whom we saw in 
our dreaniB, ibongh wa w«re oonTinoed that yon were not the person ; the rest 



Jmi. 1, 1W& AND CHEI^IAN BSOORD. 19 

yon know. When this Bnm of money is gone we will send her some more.' '* 
They kept their word, f oar other Bums were Bent to mother, at short intenralBy 
through the same channel — ^my annt ; but a portion of the last sum was 
improperly detained by her, and never received by mother, as the fifth bird 
in her dream was minus a wing. 

Another time, during the same period of trial, but before the event last 
named, mother went on one occasion to the house of a lady of property, but 
of a most miserly disposition, to see one of the domestic servants, whom she 
knew, to try and borrow a small sum of money (in which she was unsuo- 
oessful). She had not been in the house long when the lady rang the bell, 
and enquired of the servant who she had in the kitchen 1 On teUing her it was 
a friend of hers, she said, *^ Here, take this half guinea. '' The servant, on 
giving it to her, said, " Well, I never knew her to give a penny to anyone 
before, and she doesn't know you, and I did*nt tell her that you were in 
distress." A few minutes elapsed, mother and the servant being still 
engaged in conversation, when the bell rang again the second time, and on 
the servant going up, ''Here," said the lady, "take this other half guinea down 
to your friend, and tell her to leave the house directly, for I don't feel as if 
the money were my own ; I can't keep it in my pocket." 

A providential deliverance of a different kind, but equally remarkable, 
took place about a twelvemonth after this, after father had been restored to 
health. On the first Lord's-day in each month, they were in the habit of 
walking from Woolwich to Eynsford and back, to- partake of the ordinance of 
the Lord's Supper, A small part of the way lay through a thickish copse ; 
returning home one dark winter's night, just as they got to this part of the 
journey, two men suddenly came out of the adjoining wood, behind them, 
and began to move briskly towards them. With palpitating hearts, 
my parents quickened their steps ; presently they heard rather an angry 
debate going on between the two men; one said to the other, ''You 
go up to them first," "No," rejoined the other, "you go fiiBt ;" in a few 
moments, one said to the other, " Well, let us both go together," "Agreed," 
said the other, saying which they quickened their steps, and had reached to 
within half a dossen yards of them when a large mastiff dog, come out of 
the wood, and placing himself between my parents and their assailants, 
turned and growled at the latter (who were evidentiy intimidated by it, for 
tiiey soon after slunk away,) and followed father and mother right home ; 
vrhen they reached the door of their own house, they tried to coax him in^ 
but in vain, he turned and went back tiie way he came, and they saw him 
no more. 

Inall these things the godly reader will reoognise the special providence of 
God ; a doctrine which is a strong consolation to the believer, who believeB 
iHiat ihe Saviour affirms, that the very hairs of his head are ail numbered, 
but a doctrine which is pretty generally "^ored in the fashionable religious 
eiieles of the present day. But be it ours to ask for, and not be ashamed of 
tile g^ood old paths* 

(To he continued). 
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rr waft well said by a Paritan diyine, '* Grace does not nm in the blood, 
but it often nins in the line." Sovereignty reigns everywhere, and im- 
presses its stamp upon all matters both in the world and in the church ; in 
the latter especially we recognise the fact that '^ the Lord reigneth ;" of its 
existence, its spiritual growth, its numerical increase, its gifts and its com- 
forts we gratefully affirm '^ This is the Lord's doing, and it is marvellous in 
our eyes. " The unfeigned faith which dwelt in Lois, in her daughter Eunice, 
and her grandson Timothy, was in each a particular personal gift sovereignly 
bestowed, but the faith of the grandmother, working by love and godly 
wisdom, became a means of grace to her daughter, and the faith of both 
became instrumental of good to their beloved boy ; yet was each made to 
know that salvation is wholly of Gt>d that sheweth mercy. Did like faith 
dwell in the father or grandfather ? We are left to infer it did not, or 
the apostle would have referred to it. ^' Hath not the potter power over the 
clay of the same lump to make one vessel unto honour, and another unto 
dishonour ? " " Even so, Father, for so it seemed good in Thy sight." 

Joseph Hamblin was bom of religious parents who did their best to 
preserve him from the pollutions of the world, and lead him into the paths 
of truth. He was early taught to read and reverence the Word of Grod ; to 
keep, in outward proprieties, the Sabbath day, and to attend on the preach- 
ing of the Gospel. There was mercy in this relationship to Christian parents, 
and in this child-training in the nurture and admonition of the Lord. 
'Though left to prove that his nature was corrupt at the core, and that the 
leprosy of sin has infected the whole of our fabric ; he was thankful in after 
years that from a child he had known the holy Scriptures, the teachings of which 
often rebuked him, and were as a bridle on his lusts. Under the eyes of his 
parents he was fain to be cautious in his behaviour, as their affection was not 
of the fond and bUnd sort which winks at sin, and withholds deserved 
chastisement ; but he was dead to God, and blind to His mercies, and was 
obedient from fear, not from choice, and as opportunity served, he stole into 
the company of young transgressors who initiated him in vice, strengthened 
Ids wicked inclinations, and made him impatient of parental control, 
inasmuch as it forbade him the imagined luxury of fulfilling the desires of 
the flesh and of the mind . So true is it we go astray from the womb. As he 
grew in years and in stature he grew in depravity, dislike to religious services, 
and attachment to ungodly companions, and thus for several years he carried on 
a course of feigning in the family, while elsewhere he indulged in as much 
transgression as he couldventure on without fear of detection. But though 
no creature eye saw him besides those of his associates, there was Onb saw hiuL 
and marked his ways. In the creed of education he professed to believe that 
in this respect he was never out of sight, and that every secret thing will be 
brought into judgment, but his was a dead, inoperative faith, and he was to 
come to know the difference between that which is natural, and that which 
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18 spiritual. He was not to grow np a Phariaee, brimful of conceit, and 
assuming that, '^ touching the law, he was blameless," nor was he to be 
led captive by the devil at his will and to the extent of his will, or 
his terminus would have been hell. He should know by the motions of 
sins working in his members to bring forth fruit unto death (Romans 
vii. 6),. the desperate wickedness of the heart, and the exceeding 
fiinfulness of sin, and be deeply convinced that it is by grace we are saved 
through faith, and that not of ourselves, it is the gift of God. He must 
learn this, though, by terrible things in righteousness, that he might be 
thoroughly qualified to declare the same through years of earnest labour in 
the service of Christ. 

At about the age of fourteen, the dry bones sustained a shock, and for 
the first time he was conscious that he had a soul ; that his soul was of 
infinite value, and in fearful danger. His relish for sin was greatly weakened, 
and his admiration of the world's vanities lessened through an aroused 
conscience. He felt there was a reality in the religion of his parents, and a 
force in truth of which he had been hitherto ignorant. He took to read Gk>d'8 
holy word with care and attention, to listen to the preaching of the Gospel with 
earnest heed, and examine his own heart and character by the tests of truth. 
Christ's sermon on the mount was to him for a time a Bible of itself. . He 
read it and re-read it with solemnity of feeling and prayer. It shewed him 
the holiness and breadth of the divine law, how inexorable is divine justice, 
and the guilt and curse under which he lay without ability to make amends 
-for his trespasses, or deliver his soul from trouble. It was a repetition of 
irhat Paul passed through ; "When the commandment came, sin revived, 
and I died : and the commandment which was ordained to life, I found to be 
unto death." — ^Bom. vii. 9, 10. 

He was wont to speak of himself as the child of many prayers, and here 
at the " strait gate" pressed by a sense of wrath, and deserved condemna- 
tion, and not knowing what to do, he found the benefit of a praying father 
who had travelled this path, and knew its difficulties. To him he often put 
hard questions on the experience of a sinner under the thunders of Sinai, 
and the means whereby guilty man can become just with God. Doubtless 
the father saw in the anxious inquisitiveness of the boy looming 
answers to his own prayers, and was ever ready to remove stumbling-blocks 
and encourage hope. Blessed employment this for a godly parent whose 
dearest wish had been that his offspring might be found in "the adoption of 
sons." But "fathers of our flesh" cannot reach the heart, cannot set the 
<»ptive free, nor give the guilty peace. The elder Hamblin could not do 
this for the younger, but he could and did preach to him of a Saviour's 
grace and love, of the Holy Spirit's power and work and direct him in 
respect of the means, asking, seeking, hearing. To these counsels he had 
regard ; read the word diligently, meditated on it closely, and prayed over 
ity even with cries and tears. Still, his burden increased, and his escape all 
but hopeless. Truly, it is not of him thafwilleth nor of him that runneth. 
Young Joseph was willing, ardently desirous to be saved, would have given 
worlds had he owned any, to have seen Jesus, and called him his. If he 
jang it would be in these words, 
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*^ that I could believe, 
Then all would easy be ; 
I would but cannot, Lord, relieve, 
My help must come from Thqe. 

It is the wounded who need healing, the lost who want a Saviour, and Joseph 
was wounded, lost, poor, and wretched ; just the sort of subject on whom grace 
displays its riches, and in whose healing, and cheering, and saving mercy 
shines in brightest splendour. It is the Spirit that quickeneth and convinoeth 
of sin, who having begun a good work in the soul is pledged to carry it on 
to the day of Jesus Christ. To the penitent sinner the process appears 
protracted and tedious, and he doubts whether it is a Grod-work at all ; but 
when the day breaks, and the shadows flee away, wisdom is justified of 
her children, and the glad confession is made, '' Surely goodness and mer^ 
have followed me all the days of my life.'' The day of salvation arrived, 
the time of love, when the tempest should cease and the small still voice 
should speak, and these were the words, ^' Comb unto ms all yb that 

LABOtTB, AND ARB HBAVT LADBN, AND I WILL aiVB YOXJ BBST." He had 

heard and read the text scores, hundreds of times, but it was words only» 
now it was attended with power and much assurance. His own account 
of the manner is that '^ the words came npt in the form of a command 
enjoining any condition to be performed, but clothed with sovereign majesty, 
and to manifest and impart divine love an(} mercy ; like the term let in Gren. 
i. 3, and the word live Ezek xvi. 6 ; so here '^ Come unto me.'' It was the 
voice of my beloved, not standing at a distance to wait for my approach unto 
him, but by which his presence entered my soul as one rmghty to save ; for 
no sooner had he spoken to my heart, than I felt myself in his embrace ; my 
burden fled, and I enjoyed sweet rest and peace in my soul. I found also 
his yoke to be easy and his burden light. I cheerfully forsook my former 
ways and companions in sin, and could say, the time past of my life may 
suffice to have wrought the will of the flesh. Indeed, a new life was begun 
in my soul, a life of prayer and devotedness to Gk>d wherein I was indulged 
with frequent access to ihe throne of grace, and sweet communion with my 
Lord, and enjoyed some precious tokens of his love. 

(To be contmued). 



THY WILL BE DONE, 
By WnxiAM Stokes of Manchester. Author of the Olive Branch," &c &o. 



Matthew vi. 10. 



When bereft of every joy, 

When dark cares my tnoughts employ, 

When fierce enemies annoy, 

Thy will be done. 

When the heart is filled with fear, 
When the eye pours sorrow's tear, 
When f orebodmg ills are near. 

Thy will be ione. 

When each pleasing scene has fled, 
When- fond hope itself is dead. 
When all skies are overspread. 

Thy will be dene. 



When the tempter's power is nigh, 
Wheif the tempest rages high, 
When loud thunders shake the sky, 

Thy will be doll* 

When' the last great foe shall bring. 
Mortal terror in his sting. 
Then 111 lift my voice and sing, 

Thy will be done. 

When around this earthly ball. 
Death shall cast the fun'ial paU, 
Then in nobler words^-by allj 

Thy will be done.. 
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JL aXMIKrSOENCE Ain> A. BEVIEW. 



One fine Sabbath morning in the 
autumn of 1841, I recollect, when at 
the breakfast table, asking my father, 
''Where are you going this morn- 
ing?" The covers of the Gospel 
Siamdard and the Herald were con- 
sulted without any satisfactory result 
apparently to my parent. Presently, 
however, he said, ''There's a Mr. 
Abrahams, a converted Jew, a minis- 
ter of great repute, who preaches 
somewhere in the City road ; we will 
go and hear him." 

We started early (I used to go out 
earlier in those days), and, after 
reaching the City road, we crossed 
the bridge which spans the canal, and 
in doing so stopped to listen to the 
blind man who sat there reading the 
Word of God. Soon we found our- 
selves in Regent street chapel, which 
in those days was crowded, and we 
had to wait no little time ere we 
could get a seat. I recollect that he 
took for his text " Who shall lay any- 
thing to the charge of God's elect ? 
It is God that justifieth, who is he 
that condemneth ? " Those who 
knew George Abrahams can well 
imagine what a sermon he would 
preach from such a text. I never 
again heard Mr. Abrahams in Begent 
street chapel ; but several times in 
other places, especially at Jewry 
street, Aldgate, where he used to 
preach one evening in the week. 

I had one interview with Mr. 
Abrahams at Jewry street. The 
liord had been pleased to make his 
ministry thwe instrumental to one 
near and dear to me in bringing him 
out of bondage, and he had written 
to request that he might be permitted 
to hold some conversation with him 
on the subject. I was the bearer of 
a letter, and waited some long time 
after the service for Mr. Abrahams' 
reply. I saw at last that he was 
leaving, and stepping up to him in 
as suitable a style as my awkward 
maimer would oommand, I ventured 
to remind the good man that I had 
received no reply to the letter of 
whioh I was the bearer. He answered 



me somewhat impetuously, '^Tell 
your father I have nothing to give 
away." I told him that my father 
sought no pecuniary aid. He then 
read again the letter, apologized for 
his quick answer, and, with a smile, 
made the desired appointment. 

• • • • • 

' ' Do you know that Mr. Abrahams 
is dead?" asked a kind friend the 
other day. 

" No ! " I said, " I have long been 
promising myself the pleasure of hear- 
ing him once more ; " but procrastina- 
tion, that thief of time, and I might 
almost say bane of my life, had 
driven it off until it was " too late.'' 
No more shall any of us hear the 
musical though peculiar voice of 
George Abrahams. He roams no 
more in Achor's vale. He has gone 
for ever to be with the Lord. 

I read with some interest the brief 
notice of his death in The Eabthen 
Vessel for December ; and subse- 
quently resolved, if possible, to visit 
Kegent street chapel once more, to 
hear the funeral sermon which was 
announced to be preached by the 
Bev. Kichard Luckin, of Woodbridge 
chapel, Clerkenwell. It was the first 
Sunday morning in December, very 
cold and very wet. There, sat, as i 
believe, the same blind man upon the 
canal bridge ; but the pulpit in 
Regent street chapel, draped in blacky 
was empty. The chapel was soon 
fiUed, and nearly all wore sombre 
attire. Solemn but subdued grief 
seemed to sit upon many a face, and 
some seemed hardly able to recognise 
the fact that the man who had minis- 
tered unto them for years in holy 
things was no more. 

The service was commenced by 
Mr. Bayfield, of Brighton, giving out 
the hymn commencing 

" Believer, Uft thy drooping head," 

which was sung to the good old tune 
of " Truro. " Two portions of Scrip- 
ture were then read, and earnest 
prayer offered by a promising young 
juember of the church (Mr. Boberir 
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son) who has filled the pulpit several 
times with much acceptance to some 
of the church and congregation. 
While another hymn was being sung, 
Mr. Luckin with trembling limbs as- 
cended the pulpit. Oh, what a change 
hath time wrought there ! One could 
hardly believe that it was the Rich- 
ard Luckin of twenty years ago. 

With much apparent weakness, the 
preacher announced for his text 2 
Timothy i. 12, " Nevertheless, I am 
not ashamed ; for I know whom I 
have believed, and am persuaded 
that he is able to keep that which I 
have committed unto him against 
that day." 

In commencing his address, Mr. 
Luckin said : — '^ The last time that 
I was with my departed brother and 
your beloved pastor, after dinner we 
retired and had some private conver- 
sation. He then spoke of his de- 
parture from time to eternity, and it 
was agreed between ourselves that if 
the Lord took him first, I was to 
ofiiciate at his funeral, and preach his 
funeral sermon. If the Lord took 
me first he engaged to do the same 
for me. Your oelQved pastor has 
only gone a little before us. Absent 
from the body he is present with the 
Lord. He has only fallen asleep in 
Jesus, and his body in the grave lies 
there to be rebumished on the morn- 
ing of the Resurrection, when Christ 
shall come to be glorified in all his 
saints.'^ After this simple but touch- 
ing introduction, Mr. Luckin spoke 
generally upon the chapter from 
which his text was taken, referring 
especially to the Apostle PaaPs affec- 
tion for his son Tunothy, whom he 
desired to stir up to a proper use of 
the gifts with which the Lord had 
been pleased to endow him. He then 
proposed to consider his text under 
the four following heads : — 1. The 
undaunted courage of the apostle 
Paul as a servant of the Lord Jesus 
Christ. 2. His knowledge of Christ. 
3. The confidence of his faith in the 
Lord Jesus Christ ; and 4, the anti- 
cipated reward. 

Under these four different heads, 
the preacher sought to draw a parallel 
between the ministry of the Apostle 
Paul and that of their deceased 
tfriend. The doctrines advanced 
•by both were — 1. The Trinity in 



imitv and -the unity of the Trinity ; 

2. the incarnation of the Son of Grod ; 

3. the great atonement ; 4. justifica- 
tion by faith, which is God's battle- 
axe of war ; 5. effectual calling in the 
regenerating truth of the Holy 
Spirit ; 6. the perseverance of the 
saints; 7. the resurrection of the 
dead, and 8, the perfect justification 
and glorification of the entire family 
of God. 

Mr. Bayfield then read a short 
statement which had been prepared 
in reference to the deceased minister. 
They were, he said, a few scattered 
thoughts. Mr. Abrahams had la- 
boured in the ministry for thirty- 
seven years, and, during that period 
many hundreds had been called by 
his instrumentality from darkness 
to light, and now being departed, he 
left behind him a character unblem- 
ished in the eyes of the world. He 
was bom a Jew, nursed in the cradle 
of superstition, and educated by 
those who hated the name of Jesus. 
That name had since been the life of 
Ms soul, and the soul of his ministry. 
He enjoyed much sweet peace of 
mind in his sickness. When unable 
to speak he gave signs of happiness 
to those who interrogated him. 

He was '^ steadfast through suffer- 
ing. " The last subjects of his minis- 
trations were indicative of his life and 
walk. The last Sunday he preached 
was November 10, 1867, when he 
took for his text Heb. x. 22 ; and the 
last sermon he preached was on the 
Thursday followmg Psalm Ixxxix. 34. 

The Wanderer. 

The sermon above referred to was, 
in part, taken down and printed by 
us, in 1842. There is one paragraph 
in it we will here quote, as it con- 
tains a striking sentence or two of 
his own experience. He said : — 

'^ There is a period when Gknl's 
^lect have sin charged to their ac- 
count. They have original sin, and 
actual transgression charged upon 
them, by God the Holy Gfhost, and 
when they are brought to read the 
account, it appears so awful that they 
desire to read it no more. These 
charges lie so heavy on their consci* 
ences that they cannot sleep, neither 
can* they find any peace. Now they 
feel more like devils than the elect of 
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God, for all their bIiib are laid open 
to their view, and dreadful is the 
sight. Noiiv Satan charges the soul 
with sin also. I shall never f oxget, 
I do not wish to forget, when the 
devil accosed me most sharply. Said 
he, * You know that you nated the 
name of Christ, and despised Him. — 
When at Southampton, you know 
you said, No Jew would ever believe 
in Jesus Christ, and ciJl him his 
liord. — ^And do you not remember 
that, at Norwich, when the New 
Testament was opened you said 'the 
first chapter of it was full of lies ? ' 
*Ah,' said I, «it is aU true. But 
God, who was rich in mercy, for his 
great love, wherewith he loved me, 
even when dead in trespasses and 
sins, hath pardoned me.' ' But how 
do you know that ? ' 1 know it, by 
the breaking down of this iron wall 
(my hard heart), which separated me 
from Grod ; and immediately that fell 
down, I felt reconciliation. Oh ! the 
joy and peace that then flowed into 
my soul ! I cannot tell you a thou- 
sandth part of what I then experi- 
enced ; but I thought He was such a 
dear Lord and Saviour to have mercy 
upon me. And I really am not 
ashamed to tell you that when I 
looked round for my sins, they 
appeared to be all gone. There was 
neither sin nor the devil to accuse 
me ; but it was with me as with the 
poor woman in the Gospel, when all 
her accusers had fled. In this happy 
state I cried out, ' ! Lord, as you 
have save me out of hell, and par- 
doned, and blessed me, do make some 
use of me ; let me be devoted to Thy 
honour, and the good of Thy dear 
people.' And He has answered my 
prayer." 

There was, at times, a dissecting, 
penetrating, and heart-searching 
power in Mr. Abrahams's ministry. 
To us, at one time, he was a special 
blessing ; and his memory is, by us, 
revered. In private conversation, 
we found him exceedingly severe 
against all ministers who gave not 
full proof of their ministry being of 
the Ix>rd ; while to all whom he re- 
ceived as the servants and saints of 
Christ, he always expressed the 
deepest sympathy, and most ardent 
affection. As some memoir of him 
will we hope be published, we shall 



wait its issue ; and then, if permitted 
may take a more comprehensive re- 
view of his life. In every way, the 
Lord highly and greatly honoured 
this departed man of God ; but his 
work here is done ; he is ffone to his 
rest. Out of his large family, we 
should rejoice to hear one was raised 
up to fill his father's place. 



THE FUNERAL. 

The mortal remains of this beloved 
servant of Christ were laid in the 
family vault of Edward Gardiner, 
Esq., in Abney ^Park Cemetery, on 
Tuesday afternoon, November 26, 
1867} as noticed in our last. A large 
assembly of friends were present to 
witness the solemn scenes, and to 
listen to the deeply sympathising 
prayers presented to the Lord, and 
addresses then delivered. The 
ministers, B. Luckin, A. J. Baxter, 
Bobinson, and Ihomas Bayfield con> 
ducted the services. Mr. Luckin's 
addresses both in the Church and at 
the gravCj were drawn from the 
Scriptures and from the life and 
ministry of the deceased. The 
solemnities of death, as the fruits 
of the fall ; and the blessedness of 
the Gospel revelations of salvation 
were truthfully and feelingly con- 
trasted and expounded ; and solid 
consolations were administered to 
the family, to the church, and to all 
who mourn the loss of a man so use- 
ful in that singularly peculiar life to 
which he was adapted. 
. A brass plate on the cofiin contains 
the following incription : — 

Died Novebibeb 20ts(, 18G7. 

AGED SIXTY-SEVEN. 

A full report of all the services, 
sermons, &c., has been compiled and 
published by C. E. Verrall, of 
Brighton, and by Messrs. Houlston 
and Wright, of London, which will 
be interesting to all the friends of 
the deceased. At the close of the 
report, our correspondent, "R.'s," 
notice of Mr. Abrahams's death is 
given without any acknowledgment 
of ifcs being taken from our pages. If 
we made any quotations from Mr. 
Yerrall's report we should feel bound 
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to quote OUT authority .; but this we 
pass. 

A great and good man has gone 
home ; he had a long and good day 
in the Gospel vineyard. From the 
beginning to the end of it, he wore 
well and worked well. God honoured 
and rewarded him ; and now, before 
the Throne, he adoreth that Saviour 
for ever, whom here he delighted to 
preach unto the people. 

THE JOY OF PARDON. 

By Augustus L. Hillhousb 

Trembling before Thine awful throne, 
O Lord ! in dust mv sins I own, 
Justice and meroy for my life 
Contend ! smile, and heal the strife. 

The Saviour smiles I upon my soul 
I^ew tides of hope tumultuous roll ! 
His voice proclaims my pardon found ; 
Seraphic transport wings the sound. 

Earth has a joy unknown in heaven, 
The new-bom peace of sin forgiven! 
Tears of such pure and. deep delight, 
Ye angels ! never dimmed your sight. 

Ye saw of old, on chariot rise, 
The beauteous pillars of the skies; 
Ye know where mom exulting springs, 
And evening folds her drooping wings. 

Bright heralds of the Eternal Will, 
Abroad His errand ye fulfil j 
Or, thronged in floods of beamy day, 
• Syibphonious in His presence play. 

Loud is the song ; the heavenly plain 
Is shaken with the choral strain ; 
And dying echoes, floating far. 
Draw music from each chiming star. 

But I amid your choir shall shine. 
And all your knowledge shall be mine. 
Ye on your harps must learn to hear 
A secret chord that mine will bear. 

IT IS NOT SO m HEAVEN. 

By E. J. SiLVERTON, Trinity Baptist 
Church, Borouoh. 

This is a world oft changing shade. 

Griefs number with our joy, 
God's mercies glad my heart has made, 

All else is but a toy. 

'Mid choicest flowers which scent our 

A garden in perfume, [breath, 

Even there's the Sepulchre of death, 
' And there's the faded bloom. 

We have no perfect treasure here, 

Dross mingles with the gold. 
The sunbeams shine away our care, 

Then comes the chilling cold. 

Where blooms the rose without a thorn. 

Where lies the garden fair, 
Where death has not his shadows thrown. 

And cast his mildew there. 

Withered leaves lie scattered round, 
^ The mightiest oaks which grow ; 



See piles of earth, the open ground, 

Wnere death its victims sow. 
The flower in beauty lifts its head. 

And ere the hand can pluck, ' 
Its beauty, like a bird, has fled, 

Death has its glory struck. 

Joy and sorrow run a race, 

Joy sometimes takes the lead, 
But sorrow comes with rapid pace, 

And bows the lifted head. 

The sun shines through the broad spread sky 

And all is fair and bright, 
But soon the clouds come forth to cry 

The approach of gloomy night. 

Changing is our mortal state, 

We fade, we droop, we die, 
But Jesus shall His saints translate 

To brighter worlds^n high. 

In Christ we have a perfect day, 

He is the thomless rose, 
He is the sinner's only way, 

In Him the saints repose. 

O, DO NOT BE SILENT TO ME ! 

O, do not be silent to me, 

My Father, who ruleth above ! 
My soul is now waiting for Thee; 
O, speak in Thy fulness of love I . 
All day and all night 
I wait for the light 
I watch for the pillar to move. 
O, do not be silent to me ! 

I'm fainting with longing desire ; 
I'm earnestly watching to see, 
Thy smile in the pillar of fire. 
I pant for the grace, 
That light of Thy face, 
Which hopes of the future inspire. 

0, do not be silent, I pray ! 

Dearest Saviour speak Thou to my 
O, whisper a word by the way, [voice ; 
And hold me in blissful coniroL 
Come nearer and say. 
This, — this is the way. 
Walk in it right on to the goal. 

0, do not be silent ! behold, 

I cling to the cross that is stained 
With blood, far more precious than gold 
Or rubies, however obtained. 
My heart-strings entwine 
Around the true Vine ; 
I rejoice as Thy will has ordaixied. 
0, do not be silent ! Within 

An unction of holiness light, 
Brood ever, and purge me from sin. 
And fill me with truest delight 
O, bid me go free ! 
Then led forth by Thee 
My soul shall be strengthened ynih might. 
0, do not be silent, lest I, 

Like those that go down to the pit, 
Should live as I list, and defy [Jnilt 

Thy love and Thy gi-ace that would 
My soul to Thy side I 
And there as Thy bride 
Would exultingly sit at Thy feet. 
Horbozy. J.Diacoir. 
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1SXP0SITI0N OF ISAIAH XU. 

YBSSBS 1^9. 

BT XB. JAMES WELLS, 

Of the SurrevTabernaole, Wansey street, 
Walworth road. 

^ Keep BUenee before me, isUuids ; and 
let me people renew their strength : let 
them come near ; then let them speak: 
let lis come near together to judg- 
ment" 

David nutfai that all our times are 
in the Lord's hands ; and the adver- 
aary is at times permitted to stir up 
one thing and another in the minds 
of the people of God, so that they are 
acareely able to get a single spiritual 
thought or spiritual feeling, much less 
any access to God. But when he 
conies in, and commands the adver- 
sary to be still; when he comes 
in, and commands the adversary to 
be silent, then are we glad because we 
are quiet, and are then favoured 
with a renewal of that accustomed 
fellowship with God, and of that ac- 
customed spiritual feeling of mind, 
that some of us know something of the 
blessedness of. And this is the way 
the Lord is pleased to renew our 
strength, so that our meeting to-day 
without the Lord would be labour in 
vain. If he is not pleased to put his 
immortal breath into the word, and 
to enable you by his Spirit to lay hold 
of the same, no good can be ob- 
tained. 

^' Who raised up the righteous man from 
the east, called him to his foot, gpave the 
nations before him, and made him rule 
over kings ? he gave them as the dust 
to his sword, and as driven stubble to 

. his bow." • 

There cannot, I think, be much 
doubt but that this verse historically 
refers to Cyrus, in those victories 
which the Lord gave him. But I 
think we may, in a way of accommo- 
dation, give the words ; and, indeed, 
I am not sure that they are not in- 
tended to have a spiritual meaning. 
If so then they are very beautifid. 
They are very beautiful even histori- 
cally, because Cyrus was raised up on 
behalf of the people of God ; and the 
Lord was never at a loss for servants, 
or means by which to interpose for 
the objects of his eternal and immut- 
able love. But if this language be 
taken spiritually, and appli^ to 



the Saviour, it is then very beautiful, 
for he did indeed rule over every- 
thing. There was not an3rthing ever 
ruled over him ; for all the time they 
were treating him as they were, when 
they crucified him, they were not rul- 
ing ; they were in appearance ; but 
he in reality was ruling all the time, 
and kept his ground, and went 
through the scene precisely as it was 
predicted of him. So that we are not 
to judge by mere appearances, but to 
judge by the testimony of God, and 
the happy end to which he brings all 
that wmch he in mercy underUkes. 
Then, of course, the sword must be 
taken spiritually. 

" He gave them as the dust to his sword, 
and as driven BtubUe to his bow." 

It is the sword of God's truth hath 

brought us to our senses; we shall 

know what Abraham meant when he 

said, ^^I that am dust and ashes;" 

and we shall know what Job meant 

when he said, ^' Wilt thou pursue 

the dry stubble V Such is the effect 

of the word of God in bringing us 

down. 

<«HepuiBued them, and passed safely ; 
even by the way that he had not gone 
with his feet." 

So the Saviour did. And it ii a 
sweet thought — we must hang all oar 
hope here, we muirt place all our con- 
fidence here — that Jesus Christ passed 
through life and through death safe- 
ly. That is more than any man or 
woman under heaven can say of him- 
self or herself. Because it means that 
he passed through life without sin, 
that he passed through death without 
sin. AH danger lies in sin; but 
Christ passed through life and 
through death without sin; he did 
no sin ; and he did this for sinners, 
for them that had sinned. And we 
are therefore to reject our own kves, 
to despise them, oast them, if I may 
so speak, overboard ; deal with them 
as the man did with his garment — 
he cast away Ids garment, rose, and 
came to Jesus. Here then must be 
our confidence; here must be our 
safety. Everything else, you may 
depend upon it, wiU give way ; but 
this never will. His work is done, it 
is finished; the righteousness is 
brought in, and alLis safe. 
*^ Who hath wrought and done it^oalling 
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the generations from the beginning? 
I the Lord, the first, and with the last ; 
I am he. The isles saw it and feared : 
the ends of the earth were afraid, drew 
near, and came. Thev helped every 
one his neighbour; ana every one said 
to his brother, Be of good courage. So 
the carpenter encouiagecl the gold- 
smith, and he that smoothed with the 
hammer him that smote the anvil, say. 
ing, It is ready for the sodering : and 
he fastened it with nails, that it should 
not be moved." 

Now, what shall I say to such a 
Scripture as this, when I take into 
consideration the mercy of God to- 
wards us? Here are men working 
hiu:d to make false gods, and to polish 
off false gods, and to finish false gods, 
and thereby protect themselves against 
the religion of Christ, and against the 
truth of God, and against the judg- 
ment of God. Ah, is it possible 1 is 
it possible that millions of our poor 
fellow-creatures even at this moment 
are so in the dark, and under such 
superstition and delusion, as to do 
in effect the very things here de- 
scribed ? I am sure there is not a 
real Christian in all Christendom but 
must feel that he very poorly returns 
to the Lord that gratitude that is due 
to him for making us to differ, for 
delivering us from such unaccount- 
able delusion, and bringing us to 
know his blessed name ; for all are 
alike by nature. 

And, then, mark the beautiful turn 
of language which the Lord uses, in 
order to show the difference between 
those that he does not teach and those 
that he does. 

"But thou, Israel, art my servant, 
Jacob whom I have chosen, the seed of 
Abraham my friend. Thou whom I 
have taken from the ends of the^earth, 
and called thee from the chief *ifl^ 
thereof, and said unto thee, Thou art 
my servant ; I have chosen thee and 
not cast thee away.** 

I do not know how much longer I 

may live ; but long or short, I shall 

never live long enough to forget 

these last words I have read ; 

" Thou art my servant, I have chosen 
thee, and not cast thee away.'* 

I shall never forget the words, the 
reasons are these. Some years ago, 
when I was ill, nothing possessed my 
mind but that I was not a true servant 
of God ; that I should be lost, die 
when I might ; that I was not one of 



God's chosen, and that now he had 
just begun to lay his hand upon me 
in a way of affliction, that tmictioi^ 
would go on, I should be summoned 
into hiB presence, and should be 
damned to all eternity. That was 
my state of mind for some few years 
ago, when I was ill, I did not know 
which way to look, nor what to do. 
Well, while I was in this state of mind, 
these words came to me; '^ Thou art 
my servant,'* they came into my soul 
like the oil and the wine to the man 
fallen among thieves; "I have 
<^osen thee," the same power, ''and 
not cast thee away ;" the same power. 
So I thought, what a sweet thing it 
is, after all, thus to taste that the 
Lord is gracious. Now religion is 
thus a reality. There is real soul 
darkness felt ; there is a real seeking 
after the Lord. And this was what I 
needed to bring me back again into 
the pulpit ; for come back to it again 
I certainly could not, not in the state 
of mind 1 was in previous to these 
words being brought home with 
power. And just so, whatever you 
need, really so, in the Lord's estima- 
tion, in providence, he will find it 
for you ; and whatever you need in 
grace, that is, in his estimation, not 
perhaps in your own estimation, but 
in his, he will find it for you. So 
the testimony stands, ''My God 
shall supply all your needs" and 
we cannot question his ability to do 
do ; 

'* My God shall supply all ^our needs, 
according to his riches in glory l^ 
Christ Jesus.** 

Our God is infinite, infinite in him- 
self, and calls infinite worlds his own. 
If the present population of the 
globe be twelve hundred million per- 
sons, why, he has more worlds to call 
his own than there are persons that 
inhabit this globe. He is infinite in 
himself, infinite in external and in- 
terual resources. Ah, what a founda- 
tion of confidence is ours. 

" My Qod shall supply all your needs^ 
according to his riches iu glory by 
Christ Jesus.** 

You will daily find, that the more 
you trust God, the more reason you 
will have to bless and praise him. — 
Somaine. 
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THE BAPTIST CHXJBOH IN PABIS. 

Globious was the faith of the apostles 
'when looking out upon the GreeK and 
Boman woria covered with idolatrous in- 
stitutions, and with political organizations 
cast in a despotic mould ; the kingdom of 
heaven upon this earth being as yet only 
as a grain of mustard seed, thev could feel 
the conscious conviction in their hearts 
that the Word of God would, nevertheless, 
have free course and be glorified. I never 
realized so fuUy the strength of that faith 
as when beholding, in Paris, in every 
direction, the domineering influence of the 
Papacy, opposing itself in every form to 
the entrance in the minds of the people of 
the simple truth as it is in Jesus. In its 
desire to attain a stronger hold on earthly 
power, the Boman Church has permitted 
the State, in every Catholic country, to 
subordinate her influence to political pur- 
poses. In France, it is the sword first, 
religion afterwards. The apparent help- 
lessness of the conflict of Protestantism 
with Bomanism in that country, is as liable 
to be impressed on the natunu mind as to 
constitute a great temptation to those who, 
in Paris, profess religion, to cease from 
any aggressive effort, and 1 attribute to the 
deademng effect of yielding to that tempta- 
tion the little energy displayed by the 
pastors and teachers of several of the 
English congregation in Paris ; which lan- 
guish on without increase of spirituality 
and energy from year to year. 

Seeing that God works by human instru- 
mentality in the extension of his Gospel, 
that his Spirit is as powerful as on the day 
of Pentecost, the opposition presented 
should only serve to stimulate Christian 
zeaL All this Imposing outwaid diaplay of 
the Bomish Church, has all the unsubstan- 
tiality of a phantom, in respect to opposition 
to divine truth ; the reliance of the Roman 
Church herself for the maintenance of the 
power she wields is chiefly on numbers, 
and the cohering power of the parts of the 
vast composite fabric, ever becoming more 
diverse, instead of gaining strength with 
time, are thus becoming more and more 
weakened. 

Faith — ^not according to a human esti- 
mate of what faith should be — but coming 
up to the divine standard, is required to 
war against this power. Success is involved 
less in the number of those engaged in an 
aggressive warfare than in the character of 
their weapons. 

In an *Mipper room" in Paris, recalling 
that in whicn the apostles once assembled^ 
awaiting the coming of the Spirit, may 
be found the germ of that instrumen- 
tality which, in the belief of the writer, is 
destined to prepare the way of the Lord in 
that gay, and dissolute, and priest-ridden 
capitu. I allude to what is known as the 



French Baptist church, the cong^gation of 
which assembles in an edifice in the Bue 
des Bons Enfants, the lower floors of which 
are devoted to various purposes. The out- 
side wayfarer, however, is arrested by the 
words, Culte Evamgelique, Two services 
are held each Sunday, the one in French, 
the other in English, each being well at-- 
tended. The pastors, M. Dez and M. 
Lepoids, are both Frenchmen, but the 
former preaches in English with remark- 
able ease, and his sermons are marked by a- 
power and eloquence which will be long 
remembered by one who has once listened 
to him. During the period of the Exhibi- 
tion there was an immensely full pulpit 
sup|>ly of English and American brethren, 
and it is to be hoped the present notice will 
be the means of making the church better 
known to our Baptist brethren visiting 
Paris. A fund is already established, and 
in course of gradual augmentation, for the 
erection of a separate edifice. The Ameri^ 
can Baptist Board has contributed a small 
sum annually to the support of the chapel, 
and will, no doubt, aid the new enterprise. 
The evidences of a living faith are not 
wanting among the members of the con- 
gregation ; and it is to be hoped that the 
ministrations in the new edifice, blessed hj 
the influences of the Spirit, may result in 
a large accession to the number of the> 
faithful. 

MOUNT ZION CHAPEL, Suxday 
School, St. Matthias' boad, Stoke. 
Nbwington Green. — First Anniveb- 
SABT was held Lord*s-day, October 20th. 
Three sermons were preached ; morning by 
Mr. Cornwell, afternoon by Mr. Kaye^ 
evening by C. W. Banks. On Tuesday, the 
22nd, a number of friends took tea after 
which a public meeting (very greatly en- 
livened by the Walthamstow singing class, 
who kindly attended and sang pieces of 
sacred music at intervals), was held in the 
chapel. Prayer was offered by Mr. Lee. 
A few remarks from Mr. Cornwell. First- 
annual Beport was read by the Superin- 
tendent, snowing the proceedings of the 
first year, and closing with a prayer from 
his fellow labourers ; after which, he said, 
No doubt the question would be asked by 
some in the meeting that did not understand 
the routine of Sunday schools, What kind 
of teaching do you give the children ? In 
answer to this he said, we have no confes- 
sional, where the children are taught io 
confess to sinful creatures like themselves ; 
we put no Bitualistic Prayer Book into their 
hands to teach them to pray to saints, and 
to believe in the transubstantiation of 
bread and wine to be the real body and 
blood of Christ, as taught in our neighbour- 
hood ; but we endeavour to teach them the. 
love of Gtod as revealed in his holy Word ; 



a3 



THE EABTSEN VESSELy 



Jan. 1, 1869. 



and, in doing so, by the help of God, we 
find it the easiest way to eet at the hearts 
of the children, and also have often been 
pleased to hear the teachers use the love of 
God as their principal theme of teiwhing. 
O. W. Banks was called upon to move the 
adoption of the Report In doing so, he 
noticed three grand features:— 1. Simpli- 
city; 2. Pi-ayer; 8. Appeal to the people 
for pecuniary aid; he also said he felt 
deeply interested in our welfare, being a 
little cause that he had known from the 
commencement ; he also could sympathise 
with brother Oomwell in his trial and 
affliction having been in the same path 
himself, and he prayed that God would 
fortify his mind, and help him on his way. 
and he hoped the people would take care of 
him. Mr. Stanley, in a kind spirit, 
seconded the adopuon of the report. Mr. 
Battson said, twelve months ago we met at 
the birth of the school, and now we meet 
again to celebrate its first birthday; he 
said, the school is a noble work, and with 
careful nursing it will grow up a mighty 
plant, and, under the blessing of God, good 
will come out of it He proposed Mr. Corn- 
well as president, and Mr. JB. Trotman as 
treasurer and secretary to the sohooL Mr. 
Lee, in rising, said he had much pleasure 
in seconding Mr. Oomwell as president, 
and Mr. E. Trotman as treasurer and secre- 
tary. He then spoke on the necessity of 
Sunday schools, and the good resulting; 
which he corroborated by mentioning one 
of the many incidents that came under his 
notice, he having travelled many thou- 
fiands of miles by land and by water. After 
which he concluded by exhorting the 
teachers to follow on in the good work, ask- 
ing the friends to support them in their work. 
Mr. Baugh, after speaking of the notorious 
neighbourhood in which we are placed, 
gave an excellent and encouraging address, 
and Mr. 0. Oomwell pronounced the bene- 
diction. Thus ended, at 10.26, the best 
and most lively meeting we ever had. — ^W. 
Maslek, Superintendent 

AN EXPLANATORY NOTE FROM 

MR. GEO. WYARD, SEN. 

%* These are certainly not times when 
the aged and faithful ministers of the Gos- 
pel should be divided by littie misunder- 
standings. Never was it was more desirable 
that all the truthful servants of the Lord 
should be banded together in faith, fellow- 
ship, and service and we trust the following 
kind, conciliatory, and explanatory note will 
reconcile the aggrieved. We regretted ex- 
ceedingly the affliction endured by the 
venerable George Murrell, arising out of 
the late division. We could heartily have 
wished that the church should have been 
kept together until the Lord was pleased 
io call him home ; but we have beeh thank- 
ful to learn from a Christian brother who 
frequently visits St Neot*s, that although a 
new chapel has been biiilt nearly opposite 
Mr. Murrell's, and is filled ; and although 



Mr. Wyard has large audiences in the 
hall where he preaches, still, Mr. Murrell^s 
congregations are as large, or nearlv as 
large as ever. We will hope, therefore, 
that of these divisions, new causes, and 
apparently new systems of preaching, some 
good, in some way, will result. We give 
Mr. Wyard*s letter as sent us. — ^Ed. 

Dear Mr. Editor, — I regret to have again 
to call the attention of the churches to the 
unhappy circumstances which have taken 
place in connection with the late co-pastor- 
ate of my son at St Neot's. I am sorry 
that the words which I employed in my 
letter to Mr. Murrell, (with respect to duty- 
faith) were capable of such a construction 
as they have received ; and since from that 
construction manv persons have been made 
to believe that I have changed my theolo- 
logical views, it is but right that I should 
fully and fairly state what I intended by the 
language I used. The clauses in question 
are as follow : — 

"God*s command is the only rule and 
authority ; by this we should always abide. 
And for such a course (as the invitationary 
and exhortative system) there does appear 
to be in the word both precept and prece- 
dency, while for the other there is only 
inference and certain conclusions, deducible 
from certain premises laid down after a 
logical form." 

By the words ** For such a course there 
does appear to be in the word both precept 
and precedency," I meant that, if we inter- 
preted Scripture by the sound rather than 
by the sense of it, there are many passages 
which appear (but only appear^ to support 
the doctrine known as *^ autv-nith." 

With regard to the following clause, 
which reads thus, ^* For the other there is 
onl^ inference and certain conclusions de- 
ducible from certain premises laid down 
after a logical form;" by *Hhe other" I 
intended the opposite course, that is, that 
extreme at which some have arrived in 
opposing Mr. Fuller*s system. For while 
tne advocates of one extreme would teach 
the unconverted that it is their duty to be- 
lieve savingly in Jesus Christ, those who 
advocate the opposite assure the ungodlv 
that it is not tneir duty to believe at alL 
Hence I intended to sav that, while the 
advocates of **duty-iaitn' had the appear- 
ance of scriptural authority, those who 
insist upon the other extreme have not an 
example in Scripture for their guiduice, 
the only possible support for their state- 
ments being inferential. 

In my own ministry while seeking to 
avoid both extremes, I have taught that 
saving faith is the gift of God, arising 
fron^ vital union to Christ under the new 
covenant; for the exercise of which those 
who are not interested in that covenant are 
not responsible ; their responsibilitjr being 
identical with that of Adam their only 
federal head, and being bounded by that 
law under which they are created. Hence 
I have endeavoured to show that their ob- 
ligation under the Gospel dispensation is 
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such only as arises from the law of satnre 
under which they stand, that law requiring 
them to hear the Gospel when opportunity 
is afforded, to believe its statements, and to 
obey its moral precepts. 

Allow me again, Mr. Editor, to express 
my flinoere regret that my words should 
haTe been so placed, or that I should have 
iised such words as, without the explana- 
tion giren, might very naturally lead to 
the construction put upon them in the 
pamphlet before referred to. Upon a closer 
inspection of what I then wrote, I must 
coi^eas the sense put upon my words in the 
** plain statement to be such as an upright 
mmd might honestly arrive at* It was a 
sense of the injustice which seemed to be 
done me b^ the implication of a statement 
expressed m that pamphlet, which prompted 
my letter inserted in your magazine ox last 
September, in which I described the impli- 
- cation as being " basely false and wickedly 
crueL" And being convinced, upon mature 
consideration, that the words I unguardedly 
used, under exciting circumstances, and the 
order in which they appear will justify the 
construction complained of, I feel it right to 
confess thus publicly my regret for having 
used expressions in the said letter which 
reflect upon the moral characters of Mr. 
Palmer and Mr. Atkinson, and I hereby 
beg to recall the same. I venture also to 
express my hope that the explanation thus 
given will clear my own duuracter in the 
estimation of the churches, and that the un- 
happy differences which have existed, 
mav henceforward give place to that love 
and confidence which should ever character- 
ize the servants of our common Lord. I 
remain yours in the Gospel, 

Gbobou Wyard, SexL 



AN APPEAL FEOM SPAIN. 

DBAS Sm, — It may not be known to all 
of your readers that in the year 1867 there 
exists in Europe a country where the Pro- 
testant religion is forbidden by law, and 
that for its subjects to profess it or attempt 
to promulgate it rendras them liable to im- 
prisonment, suffering, and death. That 
country is Spain, once the first power in 
Europe, but now sunk as a nation to the 
lowest state of moral degradation. Here 
Popery is all powerful, and its fruits are 
fnl^ seen in the ignorance and abject ser- 
vility of the people to the priesthood who 
take care Uiat the gross darkness which 
envelopes the land shall not as far as they 
can prevent it be dispelled by the glorious 
light of the blessed Gospel of our Lord 
and Saviour Jesus Christ shining into their 
midst. As however, it is impossible to 
IHrevent the natural sun from shming upon 
our earth, so is it impossible, when the 
Holy Spirit pleases, to keep the Sun of 
righteousness from shining into men's 
hearts, and this God is doing, by means of 
the same blessed power, in Spain, from 
whence the cry has arisen for the word of 
life as yon will see by the endosed appeal, 



which I should be ^lad for you to publish. 
The writer thereof is a French pastor well 
known to me, I having visited nim in the 
autumn of last year, when I made a short 
excursion into Spain, but for the reasons 
therein mentioned I cannot give his name 
nor that of the Spaniard who writes, as it 
would subject the latter to all the conse- 
quences before mentioned. I have, however, 
said enough to guarantee the genuineness of 
the appeal. These poor Spaniards who 
are longine after the word of life are willing 
to brave tne dangers of- the law, if they 
can but get the pure word of God to read 
in their*own language, and I am satisfied 
that many of your readers will cheerfully 
respond to their cry, and that I shall be en- 
abled to send them the unadulterated word 
of life, so that they may be able to read 
in their own tongue the wonderiul works 
of God. So great is the darkness over- 
shadowing this unhappy countrv, owing to 
its entire subjugation to the Man of Sin 
and his priests, and the minds of the people 
are sunk to so low an ebb as regards know- 
ledge either human or divine, that perhaps 
at the present day there does not exist in 
Europe so ignorant a population as that of 
Spain, and the consequent apathy arising 
mm their ignorance (of which they are not 
aware) is such that they have no desire what- 
ever to lift themselves out of their deplorable 
state of ignorarce, and certainly the priests 
^rill i<ot help them to do so, for if they did 
they know full well that their calling would 
be in danger, it being impossible for Popery 
and enligntenment to be united. But as 
the Christian is aware that the entrance of 
God's word gives light as well as life, he 
cannot look upon such a state of thing^ 
with unconcern ; and the Spirit which ani- 
mated Paul of old when God was pleased 
to open his eyes, animates him now, so that 
the question " What wilt thou have me to 
do ?" is frequently arising from his heart 
when, under the deep sense of his own in- 
debtedness as well as responsibility, he 
hears of cases such as the present, and this 
leads him to action as well as resolution, 
the more especially when he remembers 
the Master's acknowledgment of any work 
done for his poor disciplts, ^* Inasmuch as 
ye have done it unto one of the least of 
these my brethren ye have done it unto 
me." May the Holy Spirit so work upon 
the hearts of your readers as to cause tnem 
to come to the help of their poor Spanish 
brethren, and by the circulation of the word 
of life may a large and effectual door be 
opened eventually for the preaching of the 
everlasting Gospel in that country. Any 
contributions which may be sent to me 1 
will acknowledge in your joumaL 

Jas Mote. 
88, BucMersbury, London, E.C. Dec. 1867.. 

[tramslatiok.] 
In the midst of the disquiet of Spain, 
the Lord carries on his work, and em- 
ploys the trials which men suffer as a 
means of making them sensible of their 
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sinritaal misexj and their need of heayenlv 
coDBolations. If it is the duty of all 
Christians to work for the salvation of 
Bonis, the evangelization of Spain espec- 
ially claims the attention of Frendi 
Protestants, and it is desirable that a 
reliffions srxnety should undertake this 
work, and pursue it with the intelligence, 
the energy, and the prudence which it 
demands. 

May there not be found, in some one 
of our great towns, two or three members 
of our church with hearts touched by the 
anguish of these thousands of Spanish 
who are thirsting for truth, for holiness, 
and for peace? Hay it please Gkxi to 
arouse the consciences of many Christians, 
and to incline their hearts in favour 
of this unhappy people, so closely con- 
nected with us by language, character, 
and origin. 

Fending the formation of a committee, 
I wish to enlist the sympathies, the 
prayers, and the support of all who, 
either in France or in any other countries, 
are interested in the advancement of the 
kingdom of God, in order that I may be 

S laced in a position to distribute the Holy 
criptures and to publish some of our best 
tracts, in the Spanish language. 

The communications and counsel of 
my brethren will not be less precious to 
me than their nfts. 

I take the liberty of begging those who 
have it in their power to place copies of 
the Holy Scriptures in the hands of the 
Spanish refugees in France, Switzerland, 
and Belgium. The Word of God will be 
almost always gladly and thankfully 
received. 

In order to eive an idea of the wants 
which have to be satisfied, I venture to 
communicate some extracts, necessarily 
very incomplete, from the letters of a 
Spaniard. I withhold his name. When 
we are writing of Spain, the introduction 
of initials or names of places or persons 
may compromise the position, the liberty, 
and often the life of our friends. Discre- 
tion is, therefore, indispensable, even 
though it prevent our citing facts calcul- 
ated to awaken interest and stimulate 
liberality. 

„ ^ , AuffuH 16. 1867. 

We beff you, in the name of God, to send 
M two Bibles, or at least a Bible and a New 
Testament, so that we may have the ineffable 
gn^oation of being able to read and bear the 
Word of Gtod, which we ask on our knees. By 
sranti ng us this favour the Word of Gkni will 
be made known to poor souls who are thirsting 
*or It , and who know no more of it than the 
name. We would have read it even with the 
notes of the Church of Antichrist ; we have 
tned to sell the lew clothes which some of us 
still possessed ; but we found it impossible to 
raise the sum of fifteen duros (£3), which is 
aikedforthe version of San Miguel* * . . . 



Host of us are without dothing. We might 
ask relief for our bodily wants, but it is a 
question of our souls, and for tnese we eeek 
nourishment. 

Augugt 31, 1867. 

May Ood have pity on us 1 May he cause 

his light to penetrate Spain, and no longer to 

remain hid nnder a bushel I The people, and 

generally the youth, demand religious liberty. 

Auffutt 28, 1867. 
Since I reoeived the Bible, two New Testa 
mentH, and three little tracts, these books have 
not oMsed to pass from hand to hand, I am 
infinitely rejoiced to witness the avidity of 
the"® poor souls for instruction m the triith. 
They ny to me : " It is indeed true ! It is in- 
deed well written and explained 1 Bverybody 
may understand these books^ for nothing coola 
be more simple and clear." 

If you oan, send me one more Bible, a 
prayer-book, and a hynm-book. .... 
Salute all our brethren, and beg them not to 
forgetus in their prayers. We should be glad 
to receive some controversial books, wluoh 
would be useful to us. 

SevUmber 6, 1867. 
I can assure yon that i and those who are 
with me regard tne lifr of the body as nothing, 
and seek only that of the soul. 

September 10, 1867. 

I have hastened to distribute the relief you 

have sent me in tiie following manner. . . 

. . We bless Ood, and rejoice in having found 

some one able to guide as in the narrow way. 



QEOBGE COOK, AND THE CAUSE 
OP GOD AT IBTHLINGBOBOUGH.— 
Deab Bbotheb, — Being a constant reader 
of "The Eabthbn vessel," I have 
watched with intense interest the rise and 

Srogress of many causes of truth, especially 
unng the rise and progress of many, 
causes of truth, especially during the last 
few years. Is it not a pleasing and cheer- 
ing /act that even in these days of spiritual 
declension some are able to report prog^ress ? 
I have read some very well written reports 
of very encouraging meetings held in Mr. 
George Cook's chapel, Irthlingborough, 
and also a tract wntten by him entitled, 
^^ The Gospel ; What is it, and who opposed 
it? " And being in the neighbourhood on 
Lord's day evening, November 8rd, 1867, 
I felt very anxious to hear and see him ; 
and should have called upon him before 
the time of evening service, but when I 
arrived, to my great astonishment I found 
between 700 and 800 persons in the street. 
Upon making inquiry, I learned that a 
funeral service was to be conducted by the 
object of my search. Mr. Cook walked in 
front of the coffin through the crowd into 
the chapel where he conducted a very 
solemn and impressive service; I shall 
never forget the piaver. With all h.\a 
might he wrestled witn God, he evidently 
was in right earnest when he asked the 
Lord to bless the church, congregation, 
and schools; but when he besought 
Heaven, in a very especial way and manner, 
to bless, support, and comfort, the sorrow- 
ing mother, ne was in such agony of soul, 
and prayed so earnestly, that ue big drop» 
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of perspiration trickled down his face, the 
people were affected to tears, and the 
motner lifted up her head and wept aloud. 
The chapel was crowded in every part at 
this service, which was brought to a close 
about a quarter before six o'clock. Mr. 
Cook left the chapel for a few minutes, 
but ascended the pulpit at six o'clock and 
preached a most powerful sermon. First, 
the brevity of life and time and the 
flolemnitiesof death and eternity. Secondly, 
the origin, powers, immortality, value, 
natural condition, and destiny of the souL 
Thirdly, of salvation as a deliverance from 
sin, degradation, the world, Satan, misery, 
death and Hell. Fourthly and lastly, of 
salvation as a restoration to all good, to 
hoUnesa, happiness, honour and heaven. 
The whole Gospel was preached, saints 
were built uj), seekers encouraged and sin- 
ners warned ; and I am quite sure that the 
young pastor of the Baptist church retired 
to rest on the 3rd of Nov. 1867, ^ with his 
hands pure from the blood of all men." 
I came away praying in my heart, Lord, 
send many such earnest, fearless, bold, and 
praying men into thy vineyaro. I have 
since learned that eleven have been 
added to the church at Irthlingborough 
lately. Let us bless the Lord for 
what he has done and is doing. Let 
ns look upward, take courage, and go 
ahead. The Lord is doing very many 
great and wonderful things in the kingdom 
of grace, bless his holy name. " Arise, 
Loira, send prosperity." My dear brother, 
we have lost several brave soldiers lately. 
Parks, Palmer, and Abrahams. Doudnev, 
is not weU, and Cook is verv ill; 
may the Lord spare jour valuable life 
to us a little longer if it be his will. Mr. 
Cook has not fought so many battles as 
you, and it strikes me he never wilL He 
is tall and thin ; about twenty-four years 
of age, and is (it is thought) consumptive ; 
the Lord can do great things, may he re- 
move the physical indispositioD and send 
him much prosperity, x ours in Jesus, 

B. M.K. 

MB. JAMES WELLS; AND MR 
NEWMAN HALL m AMBBIOA 

PBSACHIKO TO TH0X7SANDS OF PSOPLB. 

To THE Editor of the "Eabthen 

Vessel." 

Deaa Sib, — ^You are aware that Mr. 
Hall, of Surrey chapel, London, has been 
in America several weeks, and has been 
prBacMng to thousands of people in every 
large city. On Sunday, November drd, he 
preached four times in Brooklyn, each time 
to about 2,dOO people, thousands went away 
each time, not being able to get into the 
churches. Never has there been such a 
time since the days of Whitfield in 
America. 

But while Mr. Hall has been preaching 
to thousands in every kind of church except 
the Baptist, to satisfy the latter, part of a 
iMzmon preached by Mr. Wells on Sunday 



moin!ii|^, August 11, 1867, ** Prosperity and 
Adversity/* appeared in a Baptist paper. The 
Christian Press ; a copy of which was sent 
to nearly every Baptist pastor in the United 
States ; and it was read by thousands, and 
on the following dav letters came to the 
editor asking. Why md you not publish all 
of that sermon? you must do so in the 
next edition. So out came all the sermon. 
The Baptists of America would welcome 
Mr. Wells as a true Baptist, and allow him 
to preach in their churches, or most of 
them if he were to come out to America. 
The V would not like all he had to say ; still, 
no doubt, great good would attecd the 
word spoken bjjthis truly sent servant of the 
Most High Ood. His is the p reaching that 
we want in these parts. We cannot find 
anything to encourage us on our way ; but 
all is despondency. The best that is 
preached is — You must come down to a 
certain standard, or else we cannot have 
any svmpathy with you ; the other is. You 
must be and do so and so, and join the church, 
and then you are all right. Such is the 
state of things. Still there are thousands in 
this land that would like to see honest men of 
God sent to preach to them ; men who give 
the glory to God. " 

Is there no one of all the thousands of 
Gospel preachers in England that feel they 
are sent to preach in any place but England ? 
Do they not read ** Go ye into all the world, 
and preach the Gospel to every creature ? " 
While men come out here of the mongrel 
school, and gain thousands of friends, is 
there no one on the side of truth that will 
come and tell of the Saviour who found 
them out, and sent them to preach His truth 
to Greeks, Jews, and Gentues ? I do hope 
to see something in answer to this in the 
Vessel in a few weeks. Cannot Mr. 
M^Gure come this way home to Australia ? 
Let us know about the matter. 

Mr.Editor, how isjyour Tabernacle getting 
on? I will get all I can for you. Thefi^ends 
out here gave a little towards Mr. Wells's 
Tabernacle, and are waiting to do the same 
for you. I should feel great pleasure in 
receiving any amounts if you will make it 
known in the Vessel. You are made very 
useful in going from place to place in Old 
England, preaching the Gospel to thousands 
of ms dear people. May you live still to a 
good old age to cany the same from town 
to town, and from village to village in the 
land of Gospel truth, so prays yours by the 
grace of God, Bobbbt Lee. 

51, Nassau street, Brooklyn, New York. 

ZION, GOLDINGTON CKESCENT. 
— >That beautiful, and most pleasantly 
situated Baptist chapel, built by the exer« 
tions of the late beloved Mr. James Nunn 
IS gone out of the denomination. This is 
to us most painful ; but it is a solemn proof 
of the lack of united zeal, and of evangelical 
labour in our connexion. We would freely 
criticise this loss ; but we should tread too 
heavily somewhere, therefore we only give 
a few lines from a note received. Our 
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Mend says : — " The ezecnton have refused 
onr offer of £100 per aniiTim for Zion ; and 
taken an offer they say of £150 and repairs. 
So there is an end to our hopes of saving 
onr chapel ; but it does not seem rip^ht that 
a place so built and carried on as Zion was, 
should now be diyerted and turned into 
another ohanneL The parties who hay,e 
it are best described as a "ragged church." 
Well meaning people, no doubt, but don't 
hold the doctrmes of free-grace. We are 
very sorry, but if Providence allows it, our 
best plan is to submit Mr. George Webb, 
I am told, has taken a room in Caledonian 
road it wAl hold about 80 or 100 persons. 
We have been making great eiforts to 
keep the school together, and are promised 
some rooms in "Hart's school-room." 
Perhaps you may remember that before 
Zion was built, we met in this place as a 
temporary; it is now called "Camden 
HaJL" It would have been much to be 
regretted that so good a school should have 
faUen to the ground, and Providence 
appeals to have interposed to prevent it. 
There will also be service conducted there 
under our friend Mr. Wheeler. 

MBS. JOHiTbEETT. 

Some account of the happy death of the 
above departed saint was sent uato us by 
her bereaved husband, but the pressure of 
paper at end of year, and other tnings, pre- 
vented its insertion. In subseauent note, 
brother John Brett says ; — My aear wife's 
name before our marriage was Sarah Halls. 
She was bom of Gtod-fearing parents, and 
brought up to go to church. Her brother 
James Halls is a member of Meudlesham 
church ; he and I were both baptized to- 
gether sixteen years since. James Halls 
lost his wife the same day as I lost mi^e ; 
the two sisters-in-law both lay dead to- 
gether. He is a man of great faith, and is 
much beloved in the church at Mendlesham. 
He is a farmer : was very fond of his sister 
Sarah (my wife) and he has sent me some 
sweet letters of hers. On the Monday 
night before my wife's death the nurse 
asked her whether she should jnray with 
her ? "0 no, no, I have done with prayer 
it is turned into praise." Another tune 
she said to me, " I die in peace with all men." 
How I shall meet my troubles and expoises 
I know not ; but m^ God has all hearts in 
His hands. I remain your loving brother 
in the Gospel, John Brett, Hatton Mid- 
dlesex. 

[Many friends will be glad to hear the 
L<Mrd is blessing John Brett's ministry in 
many places. His labours are in many 
parts rendered usefuL We hope he will 
forgive us for not inserting more of the 
sayings of his beloved wife. All who 
knew her, believed she lived a life of faith 
in Jesus ; and in sweet fellowship with the 
Lord she departed. She is now in glory 
with Him in whom she believed, and that 
is all that any can desire to know. We 
trust her bereaved husband will be long 
spared to preach the Gospel to the comfort 



of multitudes of the redeemed, and then, 
with Paul, to be assured a crown of righte- 
ousness is awaiting his arrival in that pare 
and hdy kingdom where separation by 
death, nor sorrows from sins, are ever 
known. — "Ed."] 

OHELMONDISTON.—" Only one." On 
Lord's-day Sept 16th, I hi^tized a sister 
in the name of the Triune-Jehovah, Father, 
Son, and Spirit, in the river OrweU. It is 
often asked when the ordinance is about to 
be administered "how niuoy are there ?" if 
it is one, " oh, only one." miy should there 
be such indifference manifested at the unit ? 
When Philip was instructed by the angel 
to go down to Gaza, which is desert, how 
many did he meet there and baptize? " Only 
one;" but he went on his way rejoidng. 
The partner of ouivsister was much opposed 
to her being baptized; the Lord was 
pleased to subdue his enmity; he attended 
the whole of the day at the several services, 
and has been a regular attendant since. 
" Who can tell ?" Our sister's example has 
been followed with pleasing results. On 
the Lord's-day, Nov. 10th, I was again 
favoured to baptise two sisters, mother and 
daughter-in-law ; the mother seventy years 
of age. In both cases in administenng the 
ordinance there were a gfoodly number^ of 
spectators and very great attention psid; 
the weather very auspicious ; not a breeae, 
nor a ripple upon the water ; and the only 
motion seen was the successive waves im- 
perceptibly gliding up to high water mark ; 
and silently demonstrating the majesty and 
omnipotence of him who said "Thus far 
Shalt thou go, and no farther." This beauti- 
ful rivw Orwell mav have been honoui^ 
in bearing the royal yachts with crowned 
heads, princes, and nobles to behold the 
verdant meads, the stable oaks in their 
rich foliage, and noble mansions on either 
side, but never more than when those sisters 
were immersed in its waters ; and we hope 
it will again soon be honoured, for there 
are several enquiring the way to Zion 
with their faces thitherward. Dear brother, 
the editor and brethren in the ministry, 
deacons and friends, who advocate and 
preach the yea and amen Gospel; and 
who are kept faithful to their trust; con- 
tend earnestly for the faith once delivered 
to the saints; and to this blessed, but, 
now despised, ordinance. It still has, 
when faithfully and scripturaUy adminis- 
tered, the royal broad seal of Heaven*s 
approbation as much as when God incar- 
nate, our Saviour was baptized in tho 
river Jordan by John. 

Lord, we Thy preoepts would ob^. 

In thy own footsteps tread ; 
Would die, be buried, rise with Thee^ 

Our ever living head. 

G. G. WHOBIiOW. 

ST. LUKE'S.— BiTHBBDA Obapku, 
Batoliff Gbovb, Lbveb Stbbet. On. 
the 20th November an interesting meeting^ 
was held in connection with the Sick Yisi^ 
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ting Society. After tea, ihe chair was 
taken by fir. Wyard, the pastor. The 
report stated that the society had been 
established forty-siz years, having con- 
fined itself hitherto to the reUef of the 
distress of the church and congregation 
only. During the past year, however, the 
benefits were made available for any case 
of distress, without regard to creed or 
denomination. 179 visits had been paid 
during the year, and the financial statement 
showed a small balance in hand. The la- 
mented death of the late treasurer, Mr. 
Thickbroom, was noticed, as alse that of 
Mr. Wicks, one of the visitors. Mr. Woolla- 
oott moved the adoption of the report and 
tihe election of the officers. Mr. Aldeison, 
of East-streel^ Walworth, seconded the 
motion, insisting also on the duty of 
Christian liberality. He believed the 
Church should never confine its sympa- 
thies within its own pale, but that it was 
intended to be a light in the world. The 
Christian had nothing of his own: his 
talents, his proper^, were all his Master's. 
In the benevolent society with which he 
was connected, all the money was distri- 
buted outside the pale of the church—the 
members being well provided for from 
another source. Mr. Blake, of BaJston, 
spoke on" The imnpathy of the Saviour 
with the afflicted. Mr. Griffin, on the 
connection between the sufferings of this 
present time and the eternal weight of 
glory which shall be revealed. A most 
interesting allusion was here made by a 
member of the church, who related that 
twenty years affo, a young man who had 
embraced infidel sentiments lay apparently 
at the point of death, and that a minister 
of the gospel visited and prayed with him, 
and, on taking his leave, lent him a book 
for perusaL These means had been blessed 
by God, and issued in the young man's 
conversion ; but that, from that happy 
period, he had not hitherto had the oppor- 
tunity of speaking to the servant of God by 
means of whoifet he had been brought to 
the Saviour ; but the speaker, extending 
bis hand to Mr. Woollacott, remarked — 
that opportunity had at last arrived, for 
the yoimg man was the speaker, and the 
minister was Mr. Woollacott. After a few 
remarks from the Chairman, in acknow- 
ledgment of the honour God had thus given 
bim, this interesting meeting was brought 
to a conclusion by the benediction. 

OHADWELL STKEET — The four- 
teenth anniversary of the opening oflCount 
Zion chapel was commemorated on Lord's- 
day, Dec. 8th, and on Tuesday evening 
Bee. 10th, by a tea and public meeting, as 
announced. The weather was ver^ un- 
favourable on the LordVday, and kept 
many from attending who otherwise would 
have done SO; notwithstanding, we had 
some choice provision and good sforitual 
entertaiiunent. A blessed sermon in the 
morning from John xvii. 24:, "Father, I 
will that those whom thou hast given me 



be with me where I am,** Ac. Brother 
Wilkins preached an encouraging discourse 
&om Isaiah zliii. 25. " 1, even I, am he that 
blotteth out thine iniquities," &c., and in 
the evening our pastor preached again from 
Isaiah zxzv. latter clause of the Shbh verse, 
" And the redeemed shall walk there." As a 
proof of the truth received into the heart 
notwithstanding the disadvantages of the 
weather, and the many absentees, we had a 
better collection than usuaL On Tuesday 
evening, upwards of 200 friends took tea, 
and at half-past six, the public meeting 
was held. A short statement as to the 
origin, rise^ and progress of the cause was 
given by our pastor, showing that the 
church had increased from thirty-four 
members in 1852 to 411 at the present 
time, about sixty of whom, however, in 
that period had jlassed over Jordan, 
and many we have at the present 
time drawing near to the margin. 
Our young brother Griffin addressed the 
Lord in piaver at the opening, and our 
brethren Piokerson, Foreman, Meeres, Mil- 
ner, Webb, and Carpenter, late of Warboys, 
addressed the meeting on their several sub- 
jeets in a spiritual, profitable, and edifying 
manner. 

HITOHIK.—Mount Zion chapeL Mr. 
W. Hawkins preached here on Lord's-day, 
Pec. 8th, and coUeotions were made on be- 
half of the building fund. This excellent 
place of worship waa opened for service in 
1860, it cost JE740 10s. 31r. W. Tucker's 
ministry has been owned of the Lord, 
though the friends have been very much 
opposed, have continued until now in' 
godly and truthful union, and have now 
the pleasure to know that the sum of jC510 
have been paid off the cost, besides £37 for 
interest, but having in principal and interest 
now a debt of £240, they are very anxious 
to be free of such a burden that more might 
be given to their pastor. In the evening 
service instead of a sermon, an important 
scripture lesson was given according to 
announcement, by bills, to Sunday school 
children and others. A good congregation 
was present, who congratulated their 
esteemed friend Hawkins For the happiness 
conferred on the youthful gathering and 
the completeness in which they mastered 
the beautiful theme of the lesson, also de- 
claring their own edification. 

SOUTH HACKNEY.— Baptist chapel, 
Speldhurst road, near the church. On 
Lord's-dav, Dec. 8th, the above place was 
opened ; Mr. G. Elven preached two ap- 
propriate sermons, morning on the words of 
Christ " Where two or three,'* &c, evening 
" But we preach Christ crucified," Ac. In 
the afternoon, Mr. Blake, of Dalston, 
preached an earnest discourse on the words 
of Solomon, 1 Kings viii. 29, " That thine 
eyes may be open towards this house night 
and day." On the following Tuesday, a 
public meeting was held, Mr. Maycock in 
the chair. Alter singing and prayer, the 
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president made a brief but eloquent speech, 
followed by Messrs. Felton, Woodard, 
Blake, and Dearsley, who, in suitable ad- 
dresses shewed their sympathy with the 
object, and wishedthe friends GK>d speed. In 
the course of the evening Mr. Austin stated 
the motiye which prompted the friends to 
engage the place, to afford the Strict Bap- 
tists m the neighbourhood the privilege of 
a cause near theu: own homes. The attend- 
ance was cheering ; they have reason to 
thank God, and take courage. 

WALTHAM ABBBT.— « Truth" sends 
tiB a lon^ note with a view to correct some 
things mserted last month ; and ta prove 
the necessity of having a useful and 
devoted minister of the Gospel in Waltham 
Abbey ; seeing that nearly all the different 
«ections of the churches there are in a low 
state. We have hesitated much over this 
note by ^* Truth" because 1st, we do not 
wish to insert anything injurious to any 
minister ; and, secondly, because we know 
full well that it is but few ministers who 
are compelled to labour hard all the week 
at manual labour (and under afflicting cir- 
oumstances too) who can successfully sus- 
tain the pastoral office, or, usefully ml the 
same pulpit. The remarks of ** Truth" are 
too true ; but we wish he could essentially, 
benefit the cause referred too, in its own 
circle ; we do not wish to wound any good 
man. 

NOTTING HILL.— Dear Brother,— 
There is an error in vour excellent report 
of the meeting held at Johnson street 
chapel. Mr. . Bowley spoke warmly, and 
vour good correspondent nas misunderstood 
nim in reference to his own conversion. 
Six of his children have been baptized and 
added to the church. He himself was cal- 
led by grace through the instrumentality of 
Ills late wife, was baptized at Alperton, and 
was in membership for some time with the 
late John Stevens ; he joined us at Notting- 
liill, about nineteen years since. Mr. Bow- 
ley says he is willing to go and preach to 
any church who would at the same time 
allow a collection towards our Memorial 
Fund. Yours in the faith, 

P. W. Williamson. 

TO THE CHTJEOH AND CONGREGA- 
TION WORSHIPPING IN THE BAP- 
TIST CHAPEL, OASTLEREAGH 
STREET, SYDNEY. 

Deab Bbethbek, — I have written the 
following brief account of my work and 
labours in England, descriptive of the lead- 
ings of Divine Providence, and the coven- 
ant faithfulness of our most gracious Lord, 
who hath said, ^'Thy shoes shall be iron 
and brass, and as thy days so shall thy 
strength be," which shoes the Lord has 
most mercifully given unto me, so that I 
am able to walk on in the way, and by his 
strength to hold on my way. 



In the December number of **The 
Eabthen Ybssbl " you will read the report 
of the meeting at the Surrey Tabernacle, 
which was a triumphant one. The Chris- 
tian kindness of Mr. Wells, his deacons, 
and friends, I shall never foiget. I don*t 
think that there was anvone present that 
night but was exceedinglv thankfuL 

You will be pleased to know that where- 
ever I have gone I have been well received. 
I am now waiting for other doors to be 
opened for me, for the months of January, 
February, and March. 

The following is but a verv short account 
of the places I have visited, the doors being 
opened for me in answer to prayer ; — 

**Thou Shalt guide me with Thy 
counsel," I said to the Lord as I was walk- 
ing up the Strand on Friday, November 
8tn. I had not walked far before I met a 
man who was looking upon and down into 
alarse anti-Popery mil, exposing ^* Peter 
Dens^ Theology," that sink of moralpoUu- 
tion, the class Dooks for all priest. I went 
up to the man, and enquired of him why 
he was thus engaged; he repUed, *^ We are 
doing all that we can to expose Roman 
Catholicism," ko, I then said, ** The Lord 
enable you to go on and prosper, I have 
been thus engaged in Sydney for some 
time." The man then said, " On sir, I wish, 
vou would call upon our secretary, he would 
be glad to see yon. I replied, ^^I will some 
day." The man lookedatme, and said, *^Sir, 
1 wish vou would call now, you would find 
him in his office, and I am sure that he will 
begladto see you." "Very well, mv friend," 
I answered, "I will go now." In about five 
minutes I called upon the Secretary of the 
Protestant Electoral Union, to whom I said, 
" I have called by the requestof oneof your 
agents, only just to say tnat I wish you, as 
a Society, success in the name of the Lord. 
I have, for a long while been engaged ia 
Australia exposing the monster Popej^," Ac 
The gentleman said, ^ I feel that it is quite 
a providence that you have called upon me. 
I have received a letter from Birmingham; 
they want a minister to preach at the Pro- 
testant Camp, Birmingham, on Sunday, and 
attend a public meeting to be held in Dud- 
ley on Monday. I hope that you will ^ ; 
you will have an opportunity of preachm^ 
the Gospel, and exposiDg that * mystery of 
iniquity.' You don't know what good yon 
may be the means of doing, and 1 have no 
doubt it may be the means of raising up 
friends for you who would help you in the 
matter of your church debt; therefore it is 
your duty t#go to Birmingham, and I will 
pay your expenses." 

Having promised the Lord that he should 
guide me with his counsel, who had 
thus opened for me this door, I promised 
that I would go. 

[We received this letter from our brother 
M^Cure, just as we were completing the 
magazine ; we are, therefore, compelled 
to break off thus abruptly. Next month 
our readers may expect a detailed report 
of his work since in England.] 
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FOB SEYEKAL TEAKS PASTOB OF THE BAPTIST CHUBCH, COGGESHALL^ ESSEX. 

WRITTEN BY HIS SON ELEAZAB. 



TO THE EDITOB OF THE '^EABTHEN VESSEL." 

The age of my dear father was sixty-eight years, October, 1866. The 
place of his birth, Braintree, in Essex, at which place he resided when 
he first joined a church. In the same town he also began first to preach. 
He with some few others became dissatisfied with the ministrations of 
the pastor where they attended, therefore they left the chapel, and met 
together in a hoase belonging to one of the number. Here my father 
joined with them in prayer, and also read the Scriptures, and endeavoured 
to expound them to the best of his ability. His gift was soon detected, 
hence he was desired by his friends to limit his observations to a text, 
which he ultimately did, midst much fear and trembling, although to 
their abundant satisfaction. My father's calling at this time was basket 
making. Subsequent to this, a room was rented where he remained for 
some time, but eventually unpleasantness of some description arose 
which resulted in his resigning his pastorate there. The cause still in 
existence in Braintree, of which Mr. Warren is the pastor, is the same 
as founded by my dear father, although of course but few, if any, arc 
still remaining of the primeval number. After retiring from this people 
he went for some long time to a village in Cambridgeshire, about twenty- 
eight miles from Braintree, driving there on the Saturday, and returning 
on the Monday. The journey being so long, he was compelled to 
decline this, he not being very robust, and the fatigue so much affected 
his health. Leaving this place also, he was then invited to Halsted, a 
town seven miles distant. After having preached for some time in a 
room, it was resolved that a chapel should be built, in which he continued 
preaching for some eight or nine years. Here, also, discord broke in, 
and thus from the iU-treatment he received, he sent in his resignation, 
and briefly afterwards ceased his ministrations there. But, however, he 
cor tinned idle but a short period. Some one connected with the Baptist 
denomination in Dunmow, having heard that he had left Halsted, gave 
him an invitation to go over to them one Sunday. At that time I , 
remember there were only a few met together in a room belonging to 
one Mr. — — . Here my dear father preached so far as I can remem- 
ber, for some two. years or more, at the expiration of which time, the 
party to whom the room belonged, either becoming tired of his labours, 
or otherwise, gave him to understand that he wanted the room for his 
own use, and therefore my father very soon bade farewell to Dunmow. 

And now we come to the place where his work ceased. Seventeen years 
ago last autumn (1866), my dear father began to open his mouth for God 
in CoggeshaU, and continued to do so pretty regularly, until eight yeai-s 
ago, when, while preaching one Sabbath afternoon, he was seized with 
paralysis, the effects of which prostrated him so much that but little 

D 
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hope remained that he would recover. This occarred in the month of 
October, and so far as my memory will help I believe he was unfitted 
for his preaching labours until the month of June or July in the year 
following. Discord during this interval appeared to have taken root, 
which soon resulted in my father's discontinuance of his pastoral duties 
there ; after which for several years he went supplying at various 
places, to the profit of many I hope who may perchance peruse this 
memorial of my afTectionate regard. The places to which I more par- 
ticularly refer are Southminster, and Billericay, in both of which .1 
believe there are persons that were greatly esteemed by my dear father, 
and who always reciprocated their high esteem for him for his work's sake* 

My father's health became so impaired that he was compelled to 
rest from his labours twelve months before his demise, but the final 
attack lasted only eight weeks, during which time he was confined to 
his bed. The cause of his death was a complication of diseases, the list 
of which I append from the doctor's certificate. Paralysis of eight 
years standing; liver complaint and hemorrhoids long standing, 
h«iiiorrhage eleven days. 

My dear father's calmness and confidence at the approach of his 
dissolution were extremely great, not that I was surprised to see him 
thus, as I had always imagined that this would be his condition of 
mind under such an event, although I am aware that Christians of great 
faith sometimes at such an extremity are very much tried and perplexed; 
but my dear father's normal state of mind was a happy and joyous 
looking forward to an inheritance above, of which he truly felt he had 
here received the earnest, although once or twice I heard him say, the 
devil had been trying to peep in but that was all he could do. 

One morning while standing by his bedside, he said, as if to assure 
me of his firmness and hope in death, " I dread no more to die, than 
I should fear to be carried into the next room; for what have I to 
fear ? the sting of death is taken away." 

^' If sin be pardoned, I'm BeonrBi 
Death nas no sting beside, 
The law gave sin its damning power, 
Bat Ghirist, my ransom, died. 

At another time he said, " I feel sure if there is such a place as heaven, 
and anyone ever went, I shall go, I cannot feel otherwise, I cannot 
doubt him who has been such a friend to me for so many years past. For 
forty-eight years has he been my friend, and has helped me through all 
the many trials and difficulties that have fitllen to my lot, and now to 
doubt him would be sinful. 

At another time, he said, " I shall soon be gone, I have only now 
to cross Jordan's stream, but in this I am not alone ; Christ is with me, 
I cannot doubt it, for as sure as Moses was hidden in the rock, so sure 
am I there also, and although Satan has many times shaken me in it, 
still he has never been able to shake me off it." 

When suffering much he would say, " Come, Lord Jesus, come 
quickly;*' but wishing at the same time for patience to endure his 
sufferings, and also to wait the appointed time, remarking that he dare 
not rebel, but still he might tell out his complaints into the ears of his 
Saviour. Eepeatedly too, I heard him quote the following words, " In 
my Father's house are many mansions," &c. "Yes," he said, ^* the mansion 
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is prepared for me, and I for the maaudon ; each is io be occupied, and 
I believe there is one for me/' Once he said, ^^ I have no particular 
ecstasies,* but a solid resting upon the finished work of the Saviour." 

The remembrance of his early life appeared to remain extremely 
vivid in his memory, often did he mention his youthful vileness, and the 
sovereign grace 

" That taught his roving feet 
To tread the heavenly road." 

Observing once at the same time that not one of all the string of his 
youthful companions had given any satisfactory proof of real regeneration, 
and why him ? left as it were alone in the world without any restraint ; 
but perhaps upon this po int I may write a little more at 
some future opportunity. We read, he once said, "when John was on 
the isle of Patmos, that he saw Christ crowned with many crowns," 
emphatically uttering at the same time these words, " he shall have mine 
too." At another time with much feeling, he repeated the following 
lines: "While I draw this fleeting breath,'' <fec., the verse through. 
At another time when life seemed to him but very short, he rehearsed 
these lines full of emotion, as nearly as I can remember they ran as 

follows : 

" And when my feeble heut-fltrings break, 
How sweet tiie moments roll ; 
A mortal paleness on my cheek, 
And glory in my souL" 

At another time these lines seemed to give him great comfort and satis- 
faction, " There is a land of pure delight," <fec. ; but the only hymn, 
he said, that he could sweetly follow through, was, 

'^ There is a fountain filled with blood,^' 
which he particularly desired to be sung at his funeral service. 
On one occassion to, he solemnly and earnestly observed, " What a 
mercy for him that Christ came to save sinners," and he said, "I know I 
am a sinner, and therefore He is just such a Saviour as I need, I cannot 
boast of any merits of my own, nor do I see that there is any other way 
by which to be saved, nor would I be saved by any other means if I couldl" 
I was very pleased to hear him refer to his life, in relation to some 
few months past, although at the same time it caused me great reg^t, 
for during that period, I had rather rashly accused him of apathy in 
connection with spiritual matters, as I never saw him reading, or even 
heard him engage in the service of prayer. But upon this he fully 
relieved my mind of all previous haid thoughts by the observations 
made, and imsolicited on that very point. So he said although he had 
not been able to read the word, the word had read in him. I had 
noticed as a rule how early he used to rise, but concluded that his so 
doing, originated from the restless nights he almost invariably spent, 
such were his sufferings for months before his final attack. His motive 
he acknowledged was partly because of his restlessness, but also said 
during those seasons when all alone he had spent such blessed times as he 
should never, never forget, such sweet visits as he had never before 
enjoyed, in fkct, he said he was compelled to say with Jacob, '^I wUl 
not let thee go except thou bless me," "and he does bless me too, I. am 
sure." This was not mere speculative talk I feel confident, but was all 

* That was at the time I wrote this part of my memoir, b:at afterwards .as you will 
disoover he enjoyed great rapture. 
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spoken from feelings of purest sincerity, while the tears, trickled with 

emotion down hia pftHid cheeka toa"ati^ the truth. At ajhother time he 

very feelingly recited th6 following lines, 

** The terrors of law and of God, 
With me eaa ht^tB nothiBg to do, 
My Saviour's obedience and blood, 
Hide all mj transgressions from view." 

at another time, 

" Other refuge have I none, 

Hangs my helpless soul on thee ; 
L^ve, ah! lea>vd me not alon^, 
Still support and comfort me." 

The following were very comforting to his mind, and greatly enjoyed by 
him, and which he would repeat with considerable emotion. 

" By faith I see the land, 

The port of endless rest, 
My soul thy wings expand, 

And fly to Jesus* breast. 
O may I reach the heavenly shore, 
Where winds and waves distress no more." 

P|ice during his conversation with me he said, " David didn't disturb 
himself much when he was about to die, for he said, This day I go the 
way of aU the earth, and David had'nt a better God than I have, nor a 
better hiding place.*' Upon another occasion he expressed himself with 
much emotion in the following lines : 

"I shall be saved, for Christ displays superior power, 
,. Ov^r 3atan, death, and hell — and sov^eiga grace." 

and then again. 

And after all the mercies past, 
Will he let me sink at last ? 

To which he replied, "No ! no ! no !" These lines I also heard him repeat, 

-, ** No big words of ready talkers, 

No dry doctrines vill suffice, 
Broken hearts and humble walkers, 
' • These are dear in Jecms' eyes." 

With much feeling be also repeated the following lines : 

" I long to mount and Soar away 

Td the btigfat worlds of endless day. 
And sing wi& rapture and surprise. 
His loving-kindness in the iies." 

After which he rather earnestly exclaimed, '^Gorne ! come I coihe I" 

{To h^ coTvUnued,) 



TIME AND TEUTH. 

. How swift do the seaaona remove, 
As year after year passes by ; 
* Tis sweet to rejoice in Goa*s love, 
Which never will alter or die. 

Here, here is a firm, solid rode, 
4.nd all is but vapour beside ; 
How sweet to be sure that no shock 
His saints from His love can divide. 
Before time had ever He l^rth, 
•Or place for the mquntains was found, 
Or e'er thou hadst formed the earth, 
Or given Creation its boimd, 

The love that we sing und adore 
Shone forth in its lustio divne ; 



And when fleeting time. Is no more, 
God's love will eternally shine. 

Then let the years rapidly pass. 
They will bring us the sooner to rest : 
From conflict we then shali have passed. 
In perf eot felicity bleet. 

But still as the years pass away, 
Oh, let not your heart be deceived ; 
Enquire, ** Am I in tiie right way ? " 
Or, ^^ Have I in Jesus believed ? •' 

This questioni I^ord, answer for me, 
And now, e'er this year shall depart, 
Lord, help me to give unto Thee, 
The humble and penitent heart. 

Ghesham. W.HAYDOiKT. 



* « 

" Help, Lord, for the godly nan otsieth, for tlia faitlifiil fdl from among iheohfldren 
of men.**--CE^Balm xit 1). 

What an inestimable privilege is real, in-wtouglit, grace-inspired prajei" 
to the child of Qod ! I do not mean saying prajers, or merely uttering 
-words of prayer, biit the sincwe, spiritual, sensible, and affectionate 
pouring out of the heart under the eternal Spirit's influence, through the 
sacred medium, the only blood-opened way into the ears and bosom of 
the Lord of Sabaoth — that prayer that is forced out of the heart by the 
solemn and deep necessity felt of the blessing prayed for, and which very 
often vents itself from the breaking, burdened heart in sighs, desires, 
groans, and tears, which caimot be uttered in words^the prayer of 
faith. Oh, how powerful to reach Jehovah's ear, to move Jehovah's 
heart and arm. This has been the peculiar privilege of the Church of 
God in all ages. In times of special trouble, where is the heaven-bom 
experienced traveller to Zion who cannot bear his testimony to the truth 
of this, and enter feelingly into the truth expressed by dear Cowper — 

" That were a grief I could not bear, 
Did*8t thon not hear and answer prayer ? 
But a prayer-hearing, answering God, 
Supports me ander every load." 

Soul troubles, bodily troubles, relative troubles, circumstantial troubles, 
church troubles, and national troubles, and sometimes a portion of these 
combined, and all meeting together and placed in the same cup for the 
child of God to drink. Why, sink the soul must under these weights 
and burdens were there not a secret, certain outlet, such an one as dear 
Hannah found at the mercy-seat, when she spake in the bitterness of her^ 
Boul — ^when she spake in her heart, her lips only moved, but she poured 
out her soul before the Lord, and ^ut of the abundance of her complaint , 
and grief she spoke and relieved her sorrowful spirit) and her county- 
ance bespoke the experienced relief. The vessel of mercy would sink, 
the Pilot well knows, if overfreighted ; therefore, a look by precious faith*,, 
lightens the sinking heart ; and in real prayer, the cares, and sins, and»!. 
sorrows are a& really laded out of the heart of the poor sinking soul as 
the goods are laded out of a, sinking vessel. Our sorrows and our tears- 
we pour into the bosom of our God ; He hears us in the mournful hour, 
and helps us to bear the heavy load. If prayer is so important to the-^ 
individual child of GUxl, how important is unked prayer 1 O that the 
Spirit, in this respect, were poured out upon us from on high, to bring 
the living souls of Gkid's dear family into .vital union and communion 
with Ghristf the living head, and with one another, so that the power of 
vital and practk^ godliness might be more manifest. Oh, that our 
prayer-meetings were characterised with more of that simplicity, fervour, 
devotion^ and power, that characterised the saints of old, who met with 
one accord, in one place, and made their solemn supplications and grac6- 
wrotight appeals to Heaven'« high throne. Surely, this is Mth's retreat' 
and resort still ; the mighty God of Jacob still lives, whose ear is not 
heavy that it cannot hear,.and his arm is not waxed short that He cannot 
save 'y ihA same Omnipotent arm ■ that dried the sea, that cut Babab,. . 
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that criubed tlie serpent's heaxl, that wrought eternal redemption, and 
that hurled the mighty load of all the Churches guilt into oblivion ; that 
arm in connection with His heart of everlasting love is still outstretched 
to save his Hephzibah, his beloved spouse, and therefore, how suitable, 
-and how important the prayer before us in theee troubloiis and porten- 
tous times, Help, Lord ! Ah, vain is the help of man j but our God 
BtiU rideth upon the heavens by His name Jah for the help of His people 
against their numerous foes ; and though the clouds are gathering, and 
the state of professing Zion is most perplexing and] distressing, though 
truth is still Mling around us, faithful men of God removed home, and 
vital godliness at best at a very low ebb, here, ye highly favoured, much 
despised, yiet honoured praying few, is our privilege. We have power 
with God ; we have influence in the high court of Heaven, though we 
may possess little or no influence on earth. How sweet the assurance 
— ^Zion's welfare, and Zion's Saviour's honour and glory are inseparable. 
! that oar eyes, and hearts, and hands may be up, therefore, to the 
tranquil and steady throne of our exalted King, in whose akilful hands is 
entrusted all aflairs of all worlds. Before our King the pomp and ao- 
called greatness of nations sink into nothing, and all the teeming grass- 
hoppers of earth are less than nothing, and vanity ; and in His affectionS| 
in His eternal mind, even in the mind and bosom of the Highest, we have 
a place. The people of God are scattered and divided, the ways of Zion 
do mourn, our enemies are to us mighty and confederate, the beast of 
Home is again caressed in England, and the mark thereof is to be seen, 
alas ! on every hand, increasing power is being given to it ; our Parlia- 
ment is deaf to the warning voice, and in vain we look to that source. 
O ! then, to realize the power of prayer by precious faith in the Lord of 
H^ts. While we have no might in ourselves against this great com- 
pany that Cometh against us, may our eyes be up unto Him whose pre* 
cious promise is, *' Whosoever shall gather together against Zion shall &11 
for her sake." 

Popery is making rapid strides to its own destruction, for when she 
is ripe for the blow from the hand of our God, the blow will come, and an 
everlasting hallelujah will arise out of her destruction ; inpmt% oi blood 
Ae has shed, and blood may flow again in old Engkad, God only knows ; 
but this we know, for it is revealed, thai she oaona fix>m the bottomless 
pit, and sdiall certainly go there again when God's permissive will is ac- 
complished by her existence ; and apostles, prophets^ martyrs and saints 
shall shout in chorus over her destruction. '' True and righteous are 
thy judgments, for thou hast judged the great whofe which did corrupt 
the earth with her fornication, and hath avenged our blood at her hand. 
And again they said. Alleluia/' 

l%at the Lord the Spirit may arouse £[is sleeping samts and revive* 
His work in all our hearts and in all His diurches, especially in respect 
<of united, sol«nn, and fervent prayer, is the denre of the humble 
writer, 

QVOBOB BUKRELL. 
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God will never leave the believer, until he has accomplii^ed all 
he has promised coneernuig him; and Qod will never leave the 
sinner, until he has acc(Hnplished what he has th]?eatened oonceming 
Mm. 
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StjgWs and JImitoroa 4 a |a»ior's 3tf^. 

BEING A DOZEN CHAPTERS IN THE AUTOBIOGRAPHY OF A 

LIVING MINISTER. 

I MIGHT reconnt other incidents, of a proridential nature in the life of my 
parents, though not so remarkable perhaps as those already related, but as 
1 do not wish to tire the reader, I omit them. Suffice it to say then in closing 
this chapter, that they both lived to a good old age, and peacefully and 
happily fell asleep in Jesus; mother in her eightieth year ; father in his 
«ighty-eighth year, having lived together nearly sixty years. Mother's last 
words were, " I know whom I've believed.*' 

Just before father died, I said to him, " Have you any fear of death 1" 
^^Not the least/' he said, " No more," I replied^ " than if you were going to 
«leep V ** No,'* he answered, ' ' I shall soon be with Jesus ;" and as his spirit 
made the exchange of worlds, an exclamation of joy escaped his quivering 
lips, and a smile of unspeakable delight lit up his closing eye, and then he 
fen asleep. And so are they for ever with the Lord ! 'Tis my happy privilege 
to say in the language of Cowper, 

My boast is not that I deduce my birth 
From loins enthroned, and rulers of the earth ; 
But higher far my proud pretensions rise, 
The son of parents puwed into the skies. 

Chapter II. — Childhood Jlitd Youth. 

1 was born at W , in Kent, being the youngest but one of ten 

ohildren, four of whom died in their infancy^ one went to America, and was 
lieard of no more^ two died at the ^age of £fty-one, two sisters and 

anyself alone remain. Soon after my birth, my parents removed to D , 

whcore I was senab to the Sabbath school, attached to the Independent chapel, 
Sigh street. There I continued till I was fourteen. I have still a. lively 
saad grateful recollection of my teachers^ and my dear old Sunday school ; 
Aearly all the education I ever received, I received there. The only faculty 
^ my mind which seemed to staad out above the ordinary, at this time, was 
aaemory. I rem«BQl>er learning in one woek, fifty^ne hymns, and repeating 
them to my teaeher en the following Sunday, lor which I jobtiwed a iiand- 
«oine reward. 

About this time I began writing little hymns ; I remember well the sur- 
■prise I felt when I had composed the first, as I could'nt believe it was my own, I 
iho\^ht I must have read it somewhere, and forgotten where. It was. as 

IqUowb :— 

Jesus, keep me from despair, 

Lord Jesus, hear my prayer ; 
Keep me from the dangerous foe. 

Hold me, do not let me go ! 

Drive away my unbefief. 
Let my «in be aM my grisf ; 
All my wadorba iixaa. ihee 4ew, 
JSoldme, do mot let ma go! 
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Team after, when I was a young man, I called in the evening upon a friand. 
with whom I had recently become acquainted, and one of his little ones on. 
going to bed, knelt down, and repeated the yerses as its evening prayer. Tt> 
had, unknown to me, been published in a child's magazine, whei^e 
he had seen it, and taught it his child. 

As soon as I was able to read, I was seized with a perfect passion, for 
books ; I soon read what few my parents possessed, and borrowed evex^ 
book I could find in the neighbourhood. When I was about fifteen, I 
put out to one or two situations, but I had a strong aversion to everytl 
of a mercantile nature, and seized every opportunity to gratify my thirst f oir 
reading. With an old schoolfellow who is now a popular Independexxt> 
minister at Brighton, I was in the habit of a siunmer morning about fiv^ 
o'clock, of taking a ramble over Blackheath, and on a high hill known as tlxo 
''point," we used to recite alternate speeches of Lord Brougham's, oir 
translations from Cicero, varied occasionally with passages from the sermozis. 
of James Parsons and Henry Melville. We endeavoured to ascertain how far- 
our voices could be distinctly heard. 

In an emulative spirit, we challenged each other to see who could leana 
passages from the poets with the greatest rapidity. • We soon committed to 
memory the whole of the " Beauties of B3rron," with many of the poems, 
of Mrs. Hemans and Crabbe. At this time I committed to memory tlie 
first four books of Young's Night Thoughts. 

A yoTmg man's Christian instruction society being planned by the super- 
intendent of the Sabbath school, I and six other youths became the first 
members, and it fell to my lot to deliver the second essay, the subject, '' Tlie- 
Efficacy of Prayer," though of its experimental efficacy at that time I knew 
nothing. But there at least I acquired the first rudiments of public speaking.. 
It was when I was between fourteen and fifteen years of age that an old 
volume of Erskine's "Gospel Sonnets" fell into my hands. I happened to 
open it on a page, containing a Latin poem on Creation. I felt vexed that L 
could not read it, and determined that I would. I at once committed it to 
memory; and likewise the free translation that followed. A gentleman hearing 
me repeat it one day, asked me if I could parse it ? I said ** No." " Then *'' 
he said, " you only repeat it as a parrot would repeat it." I felt the truth 
of the remark and felt keenly stung by it. But I determined from that hoar 
that I would not rest till I could " parse" it. I went the same day to an old 
bookseller, (a godly old man, a member of the late Mr. Stevens) and bought 
an old Latin grammar of him, for which I gave f ourpence. I commenced 
studying it forthwith, but was floored on the very threshold, as I had never 
learnt the grammar of my own tongue, and consequently the grammatical 
terms, conjugations, inflections, declensions, moods, tenses, &c., w^re 
a perfect jargon of unmeaning sounds to me. I had therefore to lay aside the. 
Latin, for Lindley Murray's grammar. I addressed myself to the study of 
this in right earnest, and soon found great pleasure in it, as difficulty after 
difficulty vanished out of my way. Etymology, was a part of grammar in. 
which I took special interest. In a few weeks I found myself sufficiently 
advanced in the general principles of grammar, to warrant me in attacking- 
the Latin, for I still felt the sting of that "parrot" remark, and still felt. 
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d^^temuned to persevere till I could " parse" the poem. But I had not 
proceeded far in the Latin grammar, before another thought crossed my 
niind. I felt the diyness and tedium of many of the grammatical details^ 
with nothing to which I could apply them ; solutions of difficulties which I 
had never encountered and therefore could not prize at its full value the 
solution itself. It was as though aC man should volunteer to give me detailed 
ittatructibn as to the best method of ascending the Alps, when there was no 
probability of my ever seeing them. If I had met this man on the contrary 
at the foot of the Alps, just as I was preparing to ascend them, I should have 
felt deeply grateful for the information which smoothed down the difficulties. 
Kow I had met with no '^ Latin" Alps, and consequently did'nt prize the 
grammatical information which told me the best way to surmount them. 
The question crossed my mind too, how did I learn my mother tongue ? 
Why, by practice first, and its theory and principles afterwards. In other 
words I encountered the "Alps," and went to Lindley Murray to show me 
the way over, so then thought I, will I do with the Latin, and throwing aside for 
a time the grammar I purchased a Latin Testament, and commenced reading 
the first chapter of John, with my English Testament by my side. Thus I 
read the Latin Testament through ; as difficulties arose I tmmed to the 
grammar for their solution, and then found a pleasure in its study. I then 
obtained Virgil's ^neid in Latin and English, interlinear edition, and soon 
made headway with that, till I was able to read the Latin with tolerable facility 
in about six months. I now went to the old bookseller again, (at whose stall 
I spent many, many pleasant hours reading, and who therefore knew me weD), 
and asked him to change the Latin grammar for a French one, which he very 
kindly did. I purchased at the same time a French Testament, and began 
to read in that language the first of John. I was very considerably helped 
in my study of the French by my previous knowledge of the Latin, from 
which I found the French was a derivation. Its grammatical construction 
was based upon, and the vast mass of its words borrowed from the Latin, sO 
that I was able to read it in a few weeks. The first work I read was Telemaque^ 
after that Verbot's Itoman History, Voltaire's Histoire de Charles XII., and , 
the works of Massillon, Bossuet, and Saurin. But the pronunciation was . 
the great stumbling-block ; I found no book could teach me. But just at 
this time I was introduced to a French gentleman, a Monsieur Brandicourt, 
who wished to perfect himself in the knowledge of English ; I undertook to 
teach him, for which in return he taught me the pronunciation of the 
French. And thus that difficulty was surmounted. But for want of oppor- 
tunity in conversing with Frenchmen, much that I acquired of the pro- 
nunciation has forsaken me, though I can stiU read it with as much facility 

as English. 

{To he continued.) 



That the thoughts of a natural man are only evO, see Genesis 
vi. 5. That his words are such, see James iiL 6, 8. That his works 
are such, see Psalm xiv. 2. And that his thoughts, words, and works 
are such, see llomans iii. 9, <&c. 

The things of time and sense appear great to the men pf the world, 
because their views are wholly confined to them. 
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Jem0rMs d i^t Sift si gtr -i^s^J HamMk 

Br Thomas Jonbs. 



{Conti/mied from page 22. ) 
'^ And the Lord said, Simon, Simon, behold, Satan hath desired to have 
you, that he may sift you as wheat : but I have prayed for thee, that thy faith 
fail not : and when thou art converted, strengthen thy brethren ^' (Luke 
xzii. 31, 32). Conversion is often spoken of as the event of a day, complete) 
perfect, as regards time, and having all its sequences in heaven. The newly 
converted are apt to think so. They adopt the language of David in its 
fullest import : — ^' Thou hast delivered my soul from death, mine eyes from 
tears, and my feet from falling'' (Ps. cxvi. 8). They are made free from sin, 
and become the servants of righteousness ; their fruit must.be holiness; and 
the end everlasting life. The end, too, seems very near. Their treasure is 
in heaven, and their hearts are there also. They anticipate an early arrival 
at that paradise, and have no doubt they shall sing and rejoice all the way 
thither. '' When I was a child, I spake as a child, I understood as a child, 
I thought as a child." Our brother Joseph was a child just born into new- 
ness of life, and he thought as a child, fancying he should not be troubled 
with fightings or fears any more. He realized the efficacy of the great atone- 
ment by peace in his conscience, a prayerful spirit, and sweet communings 
with God. Satan was discomfited, the old man was crucified. Surely he was 
all right, and would be always right. He drank of the wine and milk dis- 
pensed by rich mercy, without money and without price, and was bold to 
say, " My beloved is mine, and I am his." Yes, he was converted ; but he 
was a child, not a man. He must be schooled : ^' All thy children shall be 
taught of the Lord." ^' The wise shall inherit glory." He was chosen to be 
a soldier, and must be trained to the use of arms. There were chambers of 
imagery not yet explored. He must not be ignorant of Satan's devices, but 
be prep»:ed to war a good warfare, to fight the good fight of faith, and over- 
come by the blood of the Lamb. To endure the end he must be sifted in 
Satan's sieve, to expose the chaff and the concealed evils of the flesh. He 
must be made strong out of weakness ; must be re-converted, and thus be 
better fitted to strengthen his tried and tempted brethren. 

He had for some time been walking in the light of the living, and with- 
out suspicion of danger, when 'one Sabbath morning, as he sat listening to 
the pure words of the Lord, the enemy burst in with a flood of filthy disgust- 
ing thoughts, which filled him with surprise, and shame, and embarrassment, 
so that he could not attend to the preaching with any comfort. This was a 
new and unexpected thing ; but it was an old stratagem of the enemy's. 
" When the sons of God came to present themselves before the Lord Satan 
came also among them." '* We wrestle not against flesh and blood (only), but 
against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this 
world, and against spiritual wickedness in high places." It was a casting 
down to our friend. He had not supposed there was room in his soul for 
such an irruption of vileness, and he feared lest there was any coi^plicity on 
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his part, any agreement with the evil. He retired to his closet as soon as 
lie could, and made his complaint to the Lord ; and while he was entreating 
the Lord for repeated pardon and restored peace, he was met with such an 
expression of pity and love that dissolved his heart to thankfulness, and 
removed every sting and stain from his heart. The sufficiency and beauty 
of Jesus filled him with admiration ; he himself was nothing, and Chnst was 
all in all. It was to him a time of rejoicing and praise. Satan was repidsed 
and grace triumphed. '^ Bejoice with trembling," is a precept wisely suited 
to our condition when most happy. We are prone to forget the counsel when 
most needed. If we are not very brave in fight we are still less vigilant in 
watching, and are prone to think every victory the final one. Joseph was 
happy in that love from which there is no separation. He nestled in the 
endearments of his kind Shepherd, and concluded that he was now beyond 
the reach of fear or danger, His mountain stood strong, and he should never 
be moved. His spirituality, zeal, and strength, would continue and increase 
till matured in grace. he should go to his inheritance in the *' better country." 
He heard old Christians talk of the falls and backslidings of some of the 
Lord's people, but he did not believe such things would come to himself. 
How could Tie forget the Lord's mercies, his forbearance, his condescension, 
his love-tokens, his thousand kind acts by which he was indebted 1 For 
him to forsake the^Lord would be the extreme of ingratitude and baseness. 
Firmly, as Peter, he would assert himself in Peter's words, ** Though all 
men shall be offended because of thee, yet will I never be offended." 
" Foolishness is bound in the heart of a child." *' Who can understand his 
own errors ? " We sometimes think we are trusting in God, when in reality 
we are trusting in ourselves. Our faith in Divine Omnipotence to keep us 
can only be in proportion to our consciousness of creature weakness, and our 
belief of Bible verities, describing our helplessness when standing alone. 
" Without me ye can do nothing." 

Pride, which worked ruin both of angels and man, as it was first in 
revolt it is the last to surrender. It harbours in the depths of our being, 
and will take occasion even from grace itself, to inflate with vanity and make 
its poor silly dupe imagine himself to be something though he be as nothing. 
It can also ape humility, and might have been the idea which the ancients 
embodied in Proteus, the genius who assumed all shapes and forms. It is 
seen in the Pope, who calls himself " the servant of servants," and " higher 
than the kings of the earth ;" who with much ceremony washes the feet of 
beggars, and now parades in gorgeous magnificence which men are required 
to look at on their knees. Pride in the Pharisees kept fasts, and made long 
prayers ; and pride, taking mortal offence at his faithful utterances, moved 
them to murder the Son of God. This insidious worker of deceit stuck close 
to the subject of our memoir ; caused him many a fall, and extorted from 
him many a groan. His tales of deception and declension is one ^^oft 
told." He was ignorant of the still total corruption of his fallen nature, and 
the policy Bubtnty, and force of the powers of darkness, which by painful ex- 
perience he was left to prove. ''In a little time, Satan, in total disguise, 
but full of inf«mal artifice, began to work on those feelings of my mind whidi 

aie most lively in youth, and engaged my attention with such things which, 
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though not unlawful in themselves, yet were unprofitable to me, and thus 
the ardour of my soul, in its affection, desires, zeal, and diligence, began to 
abate. Upon this followed a spirit of indifference ; so that occasionally I 
could omit private prayer, and reading of the Scriptures ; and when I 
attended to these devotional exercises, it was not with that ardent desire 
after communion with the Lord, nor with the life and comfort I previously 
enjoyed. I had grieved the Spirit, my Lord was withdrawn, and I was fallen 
into carnal security." The psalmist had travelled in these bye paths, had 
been snared, entangled, and cast down, which made him. pray so earnestly 
'* Hold thou me up and I shall be safe." '' Hold up my goings in thy paths, 
that my footsteps slip not." 

There are varieties in the experiences of the church, but most Christians 
have felt occasion to adopt the poet's lines, 

" Prone to^ wander, Lord, I feel it, 
Prone to leave the God I love, 
Here's my heart, Lord, take and seal it, 
Seal it from thy courts above.'* 

Joseph was not yet out of the sieve. Mire and dirt were cast up in the 
shaking till he abhorred himself in dust and ashes. He was not suffered to 
go far in open transgression, nor to bring reproach on the Saviour's name 
and cause, and for this he never ceased to give praise to preventing grace ; 
but im'quities abounded within him. Fierce temptations beset him, exciting 
the Itbst of the flesh and of the mmdy workmg in him all manner of concupiscence^ 
begettiog swarms of obscene thoughts and vile imaginations, till it seemed 
as though his heart was a sink of loathsome impurity without a particle of 
soundness or sanctity in his whole substance. Against all this he had sharp 
rebukes of conscience, law terrors, dread of death and judgment, and a 
deserved hell. Under racking fears of '^ wrath to come," he made promises 
of a more determined resistance to vicious suggestions, of increased diligence 
in prayer and watchfulness, and closer and constant study of God's holy word. 
But what are good resolutions and solemn vows depending on human strength ? 
Satan and sin were too much for his weak powers. When he grew ever so 
valiant in purpose, Satan overcame him in the next contest, and laid his 
honour in the dust. 

" When new temptations spring and rise. 

We find how great our weakness is." ^ 

Sometimes a gleam' of heavenly light would pierce the gloom and he 
would catch a glimpse of Jesus, and contrition and deep sorrow would per- 
vade his soul, and like Peter he wept bitterly. The great lessons taught him 
by these unequal contests are thus summarised by himself ; ''I now experi- 
enced the truth of many parts of the word of God, and found that to stand 
in the evil day, to mortify sin, and preserve a spiritual frame of mind, to 
repel the temptations of Satan, and to keep my soul alive, was not in my 
power. None but Jehovah can do these things. Li an hour of temptation 
** the law of sin hath proposed some pleasure to the flesh, to be enjoyed by 
the gratification of its lusts, and I have been impelled on to it by sinful 
inclinations, too powerful for me to withstand, which, notwithstanding the 
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light of my mindy perceiving tlie evil of it, the checks of conscience warning 
me of its consequences, and a secret desire to ayoid it, have borne me away 
into actual sin, and immediately after, Satan has become my accuser ; guilt 
and horror have entered into my soul as though I should sink in despair." 
Wtth God is terrible majesty. — Job xxxvii. 22. 



SKETCH OF THE LIFE AND EXPERIENCE OF THE 

LATE WILLIAM PALMER. 
By Thomas Fowler. 



Being a member of the church over which Mr. Palmer was the esteemed 
pastor, and having been favoured for some time, together with my dear wife, 
and family (the three eldest of whom we had the happiness of seeing him 
baptize) to sit under his ministry, I venture to furnish a few additional 
particulars to those given in October Vessel. It appears that it pleased 
the Lord to call him by his grace when he was about seventeen years 
of age, previous to which time he had been what might be termed, a 
gay youth, although he has told me that God had mercifully preserved him 
from actually committing some sins both before and after his call by grace, 
and yet he was made to groan under the feeling sense of those very sins 
rankling within him, and causing him to say with Paul *' When I would do 
good, evil is present with me," and, '^I had not known lust, except the law 
had said, thou shalt not covet,'' I remember him telling me once in particular 
that he was so fearfully tried in his mind respecting a grievous sin, that he was 
tempted almost to conclude that it must be impossible for him to be a child of 
God while being the subject of such feelings, and yet it was of that nature 
and character that he dare not mention it to any one ; but it pleased the 
Lord so to order it as to cause a person, whose Christianity he could not 
doubt, to converse with him, and in the course of the conversation he said, 
''William, I should be the vilest sinner in the place (referring to the 
particular sin) were it not for the grace of God," and it was made the means 
of breaking the snare that bound him, for he then felt that there was yet hope, 
even for him. When he first became concerned about his soul, he set about 
weaving a righteousness of his own in order to satisfy divine justice, and fit 
himself for Heaven, and tried his utmost to keep his ways, words, and thoughts 
pure, but to use his own homely language, he said it was like a person trying 
to scale a wall, and just as he had nearly scrambled to the top, the bricks 
would give way and let him down with a crash. Hence his great fondness for 
that sweet hymn, portions of which he would so frequently quote, 

" The more I strove against sin's power, 
I sinned and stumbled but the more, 
Till late I heard the Saviour say, 
*Come hither, soul, I am the way,'" 

and while quoting the^last line he would beckon with his hand and endeavour 
to encourage sensible sinners to try the same remedy. On one occasion he was 
ao fearfully tried about his eternal state, that he placed a stick upright in 
the ground, and concluded in his own mind that if it fell in one direction 
it would indicate his safety, but if in the other direction, that he would be 
lost, and it fell in the latter, which added greatly to his distress of mind. 
But God, who is rich in mercy, so ordered it, that that honoured servant of 
God, Mr. Tiptaft, preached a sermon in his neighbourhood, and it was made 
the means of setting his soul at happy liberty, and he would speak of him and 
his preaching in the most Rowing terms. After which he followed his 
Master in the ordinances of Baptism and the Lord's Supper, which exposed 
bim to persecution, through which he had to leave his situation ; but here he 
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proved that, " while they are yet speakiDg I will hear," &c., for just before 
he left the house, he retired to lay his case before the Lord, and as he was 
coming down stairs a knock came to the door, which reatdtedin his obtaining 
a much better situation immediately, thus proving the truth of that declara- 
tion, " Call upon me in the day of trouble, 1 will deliver thee," &c. 

Having had some painful proofs in the country that the people of God 
were not all perfection ; he made up his mind when he came to London, 
that he would attend the- means of grace, but would not let anyone kno^w 
that he made a profession of religion ; but on one occasion, after hearing a. 
sermon at Zoar chapel, very profitably, he exclaimed to a person who sat beside 
him, '' Ain't that nice V' so, like Peter, his speechbetrayed him, and he used to 
mention this circumstance to prove the utter impossibility of the life of Grod 
in a believer being hid long under a bushel. After going from place to place 
to hear the word, he eventually united with a few friends meeting for worship 
in White Horse lane, Stepney, where he took part in the prayer 'meetingSy 
with very much acceptance. He then began to speak in the name of the 
Lord in connection with the infant cause at Zion chapel, the origin of 
which you gave in October Yesskl. One circumstance is worthy of notice^ 
previous to the present Mount Zion b^ng built by our late dear pastor, 
there was a very large open-air tea and public meeting held in his field, on 
which occasion Mr. Stringer was caQed upon to pray, and that prayer was 
made the means of a young man becoming settled in the truth, and who 
now stands a consistent member of the church. 

Several important matters, of a providential nature, might be named to 
show how wonderfully God provided him with means, to enable him to build 
a house for the Lord ; but 1 forbear. It would appear that God who haa 
said, ** I will not give my glory to another,'' &c., saw, perhaps, that we were 
thinking a little too highly of his servant, and saw fit gradually to wean our 
affections off him, so that the shock might not be quite so severe when he 
was removed from us by death, for up to within the last few months the 
church went on in an almost uninterrupted state of prosperity ; but our dear 
pastor having consented to preach one Lord's-day at Carlton, and proving 
very acceptable, he was asked to become the pastor of the churdi ; and 
labouring at the time under an impression that his work was finished at Phus- 
tow, he felt disposed to accept the invitation, much to the grief and discom- 
fiture of our church, although he confessed it was not from want of love to 
us, but because he felt like having a large family to provide for, and having' 
nothing to set upon the table ; and although he abandoned the step, circum- 
stances of a painful nature came about which he took very much to heart, 
and which told upon his health, and resulted in disease of his poor body ;. 
hence the terrible termination. 

On the 13th of August he wrote me a note from Herts (where he had 
gone for change of air), wishing me to arrange with Mr. Steed to preach on 
the following Sunday afternoon on the occasion of the school anniversary, 
and he himself was to have preached morning and evening, but he became 
too ill to do so. In his note he stated that he was very poorly, and his medi- 
cal man had advised him to keep qidet ; and finished by saying, *' I find it 
a great mercy to have a good hope founded upon the all-sufficiency of our 
adorable Christ." 

At the close of our prayer-meeting, on the 20th of August, intelligenoe 
reached us that he was dangerously ill, and we at once arranged for one of 
the deacons to go off early next morning to see him. The result of that visit,, 
as also the visit of our other deacon on the 25th instant, was given in Oo*- 
tober Vessel. On the 26th I paid him a visit. When he saw me his dear 
face beamed with delight, and he embraced me in a most affectionate man%* 
ner, and exclaimed, '^ Brother Fowler, the friends do seem to love me," as 
though he had laboured imder a temptation to the contrary. I replied, 
*' Yes, certainly they do ;" and asked him how he felt in his mind; He 
replied, " Middling," I said, " Do you find the promises sweet?" He 



Feb. 1, 1868. 



AND CHBI8TIAN RECORD. 



51 



replied, '' Sometimes." As it was not prudent to remain long at a time with 
him I withdrew nntil later in the day. When I saw him again he appeared 
low in his mind ; and I shall not easily forget the expression of his counte- 
nance when he said, in a most emphatic manner, ^* Brother Fowler, I feel 
that I know nothing yet ;" which I presumed he meant comparatiTely, as he 
appeared then labouring under darkness of soul ; and he followed by saying, 
^' If I recover I hope it maybe sanctified.*' After praying with him|that those* 
truths with which he had laboured to comfort others mi^t be* blessed to the> 
comfort of his own soul, <&c., he said, '^ Amen.'' 

As he was. becoming exhausted I took my final leare of him as regardii 
this life ; but 1 bless God for the comfortable hope I have, that one day I 
shall join him in singing the song of Moses and the Lamb. He bade me an 
affectionate good-bye, and again embraced me, and said with emphasiay 
"Give my love to all," which he repeated; and said, " I don't know 
whether I shall come back to you again." I replied, ^' The Lord knows ;*' 
he said, " Yes." I then left him. 

His mortal remains were interred in the quiet churchyard of Herting^ 
f ordbury, Herts, resting till the resurrection mom, when his mortal body, 
together with all the saints, shall put on immortality. The clergyman who 
performed 'the rites of Christian burial stated, that he shouM venerate tb^ 
spot where lay the remains of a dear brother in the Lord. 



IN FULL ASSURANCE. 



TO THE EDITOR OP T^pB "EARTHEN 



n 



VESSEL. 

SiE, — Will you be so good as to give 
Mrs. Sarah Ann Daggatt^s name a free 
passage in the free-grace Vessel, that the 
readers and the members of the ransomed 
of the Lord Jesus Christ may see that one 
of the chostti and ransomed of the Lord 
have been called over the "swellings '* of 
Jordan, leaning upon Christ, her be- 
loved. 

She was an old friend of Mr. WHUam 
Gadsby. She died July Ist, 1867, in the 
sixty-fifth year of her age, in the full assur- 
ance of for ever being with the Lord. This 
memorial is ascribed to her memory by her 
loving husband, Bobirt Da/QOAtt. 

15, Ann street, Hulme, Manchester. 

Death's called a saint away, 

From this vain world below,« 
To live in endless day, 
And up to Jesus go. 
Blessed angels, angels, angels, come, 
To take her to her heavenly home. 

Elijah, he did rise, 

Not from the bed of death. 
Above, to endless joys, 
Saints overcome by faith. 
And angel, angels on them wait, 
To take them to the heavenly gate. 

In Christ they fall asleep^ 

As holy Stephen did, 
For Jesus knows his sheep, 
There in His bosom hid. 
The Father gave them to His Son, 
To Christ the ransomed, saints must come. 



Death*s but a sleep of rest, 

Though in the dust they lie, 
Their souls above, and blessed, 
In worlds of endless joy* 
And dying saints, they long to be 
Abovp, eternal God, with Thee. 

Upon the Saviour's breast, 

They lean their dying head, 
And in His arms they rest, 
Upon their dying bed. 
And joyfully their souls can sing, 
Christ is my all, death's lost its sting. 

O'er Jordan's swelling flood, 

This saint did safely go. 
And now above with Grod, 
From this vain world below. 
In robes of spotless white, she's dressed, 
For ever and lor ever blessed. 

Her body's in the dust, 
But it will rise again. 
For all Thy saints they must: 
How blessed she will be then. 
When the Archangel's trump shall sound. 
The dead in Christ shall leave the ground. 

Ob, welcome, glorious daj. 

To all the chosen race, 
With Christ they go away, 
And see Him face to face. 
And friends will meet before 'the Throne,. 
Each other know, as we are known. 

We feel her loss below, 

But we shall meet again. 
And will each other know. 
How blessed we will be then, 
No more to part, no more to die, 
In that eternal world of joy. 
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JOB'S MESSENGERS. 

My Dbas Brother Richard, — 
My letters from home of laie have 
been to me a saooession of Job's 
messengers ; one untoward event 
after another has been announced, 
but the hist (which conveyed the sad 
tidings of the dissolution of our dear 
brother Benjamin) has, like in the 
case of Job, proved the heaviest 
blow of all. My emotions were too 
great to allow of my writing before ; 
and even now I can hardly realize 
the hearfc-rending fact, that he has 
been taken from us, that I shall 
see his face no more on this 
earth. The circumstances connected 
with his final illness, and so sudden 
a removal, are of so painful a nature, 
as to render the wound even deeper 
and more afflicting still. ^* It is the 
Lord, let him do what seemeth him 
good." How ardently have I been 
looking forward to the time when we 
might all be for once again collected 
together, the remnants of a family, 
and the nearer that time approaches, 
the more impatient and eager have I 
grown. But theseremovals teach us 
to count upon nothing here below. 
And even the departure of dear 
Samuel for Canada, helps to sunder 
the ties which bind me to my na- 
tive land. I had hoped in my con- 
templated visit to dear old England the 
coming year, to have been the means 
• of producing another train of thought, 
if not of effecting more lasting bene- 
fit in ihe minds of these two youngest 
of my family, so that my intended 
brief stav in London might not 
prove without blessing, to those who 
appeared to me to want counsel and 
direction the most. But the Lord's 
will be done. It must be otherwise. 
He can work without our instru- 
mentality. His dispensations are at 
times both painful and mysterious. 
Still, we are assured, that although 
" Clouds and darkness are round 
about him;'* nevertheless "Right- 
eousness and judgment are the habi- 
tation of his throne." Assuredly if 
there were no other prospect of a 
better and unchangeable kingdom 
above, our existence here below 
would be burdensome and hopeless 
in the extreme. Nor can we envy 



that man who desires to persuade 
himself, against the voices of reason 
and conscience, and the unerring 
Word of Grod, that a better state of 
things does not exist in another and 
a future world. The longer I live 
the more confirmed do J become in 
the truths of divine revelation. The 
principles of Christianity alone can 
support a man in death and in the 
contemplation of an hereafter. In 
regard to our dear departed Benjamin 
it is cause of thankfulness, that see- 
ing his allotted days had been 
numbered, he was not permitted to 
suffer so much nor so long, as is 
frequently, and I may say generally 
the case with the patients afflicted 
with that truly dreadful disease. 
Our medical man, informed us of a 
young man who lingered on for some 
ten or twelve days in the most ex- 
cruciating condition. As far as I 
have heard, no case of recovery has 
ever been known amongst the faculty. 
Our chief consolation in his removal 
would be to know that his spirit had 
taken its fiight^to rejoin our sainted 
parents above. As to this we can 
say nothing, but must put our hands 
upon our mouths in humble submis- 
sion. I have read somewhere of an 
epitaph, I think it is to be found in 
Oamberwell churchyard, of a man 
who was killed by being thrown from 
his horse, and it runs as follows : 

<* Between the stirmp and^the ground, 
I meroy sought and mercy found.'* 

I am sure we shall meet many a soul 
in glory, whom we had not expected 
to see there, and, solemn thought, 
others whom we had counted to see 
we shall fail to recognise. I have as 
much confidence in the prayerful 
wrestlings of our dear parents on our 
behalf, as I am warranted to possess 
by the Word of God ; but I would 
not dwell on this point, lest it lead 
those of us who are still living in the 
flesh to grow presumptuous, and to 
neglect making their calling and 
election sure. The prayers and piety 
of godly parents will never atone 
for the misdoings of a faithless off- 
spring. Just as a righteous son can- 
not bear the iniquity of the father, 
no more can a righteous father bear 
the iniquity of the son. Read Ezek. 
xviii. I write to you rather than to 
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dear Samuel, as I should like to have 
done, in answer to his letter, inas- 
much as I should be led to pen a 
longer epistle, than I can possibly 
now do. Within a few days, we 
leave our present habitation, and 
are already packing up our numerous 
effects and chattels. It is my desire 
to send Samuel some words of fra- 
ternal counsel and advice, on his 
starting to establish a home in a 
distant land. As I have not time 
before his departure, I must accom- 
plish my wish somewhat later. At 
Auch a period in life, should a young 
man especially be reminded of the 
words of the Psalmist, "Except the 
Lord build the house, they labour in 
vain that build it.*' If he is still 
with you, convey to him my most 
affectionate love, and sincerest wishes 
for the successful realization of all 
his hopes, as far as they are in con- 
formity with the will of the Lord. 
To desire for him more than this, 
would be to wish him harm rather 
than blessing. He shall not be for- 
gotten in my prayers. At that dis- 
tance this is pretty well the only real 
service I can render him. Our en- 
couragement is, that we know that 
He, who is everywhere present, doth 
hear us, and that we have tlie peti- 
tions that we desire of him'. I would 
furthermore ask you to take an early 
opportunity of seeing Mr. Banks, 
and of thanking him also in my 
name for his continued tokens of 
attachment to our family. Assure 
him of my increasing remembrance 
and warmest Christian sympathies. 
Only "that day" will reveal the 
amount of good he has been indirectly 
instrumental in conferring upon the 
blinded children of Abraham in this 
and other distant parts of the world. 
Whilst sowing the seed of life within 
the walls of Crosby row, and Unicom 
yard, he little thought that some 
grains of that seed would spring up 
beyond the limits of his native land, 
on the sunny and sandy shores of 
Africa. Let him be encouraged 
therefore to persevere, for he shall 
reap if he faint not. You will like 
to see a specimen of one of my He- 
brew handbUls, written and printed 
by myself, many thousands of which 
^of different descriptions) are being 
disseminated over the length and 



breadth of the land. I send you 
one, get some Jew to translate it to 
you. We are all tolerably well. 
Cecile of course salutes you all. 
Yours sinerely, W. Fennsb. 



A NEW YEAR'S EPISTLE, 

FBOM SAMUEL FOSTBB, TO HIS FBIEND, 
MB. THOMAS PICKWOBTH, OF NOT- ' 
TINQHILL. 

f The following has been given to ns for 
the comfort of all who are afflicted, and 
need the consoling testimony of one who in 
the Lord favours with much faith, and with 
great nearness to himself.— En. | 

My Deab Bbotheb ix the Lobd, 
Peace be with you, and mercy multi- 
plied from the God of peace, through 
the Prince of peace. I am spared 
once more to greet you in the name 
of the Lord : it is the first time in 
the new year ; the Lord only knows 
if it may be the last. My times are 
in the Lord's hands ; '* All my ap- 
pointed time will I wait till my 
change arrive.'' I do feel very ill 
this day, so weary and languid. 
Long nights and wearisome days are 
appointed me. I have had but little 
rest for several nights. I have a 
distressing cough, and for some time 
I have felt so much worse ; but bless 
the Lord 1 know whom I have be- 
lieved : my only hope is in Jesus. 
Jesus is my life, my hope, my 
strength, my righteousness, my all 
in all. You have no idea, my brother, 
the suffering of my poor body ; but 
the Lord knows, — he knows every 
pain, every weakness ; in all our 
afflictions he is afflicted. Thanks to 
my gracious God for such a friend as * 
Jesus ; so loving, so compassion- 
ate : — 

His heart is made of tenderness, 
His bowels melt with love. 

Last evening I was much cast 
down, oppressed by the trials and 
troubles of the way. This portion 
dropped sweetly into my soul, cheered 
my heart, strengthened my faith and 
hope in the Lord, and 1 am now 
looking to the fulfilment of his pro- 
mise : '' Do, Lord, as thou hast 
said :" " From this day will I bless 
you ! " Sweet promise ! Upon it I 
rest. I take hold of his strength, 
plead his promise, who hath said. 
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" In blessing I will bless thee." How 
sweet the word when the Lord makes 
it spirit and life ; when he appHes 
with power, with mnch assurance, 
and with joy in the H0I7 Ghost. It 
is in the hour of trouble and time of 
need the word is made most precious . 
It is then the Lord endears himself 
more to us, f ayours us with holy com- 
munion with himself, and turns our 
mourning into joy ; comes leaping 
upon the mountains. We hear his 
sweet voice — " It is I, be not afraid.^' 
The storm is then a calm, and all is 
joy and peace in the Holy Ghost. I 
am now looking up to Jesus, my 
ever - loving, ever - faithful friend, 
leaning upon his arm. Our daily 
motto must be, ^' Looking often unto 
Jesus :'' looking from sefi, from sin, 
to Jesus only. Whatever trial, what- 
ever distress, whatever pain, what- 
ever tribulation, we must look to 
Jesus, who for the joy that was 
set before him endured the cross, 
that we might wear the crown. He 
despised the shame, that we might 
lift up our heads with joy. 

Many thanks for your kind note 
this morning, with the post order. I 
thank you, my brother, in the name 
of the Lord, for your great kindness in 
remembering me at this trying sea- 
son ; it is truly acceptable. ''A 
friend in need is a friend indeed ;'' 
and such, my brother, you have been 
to me. I thank God for such a 
friend. 

I am glad the Lord was with you 
theLord's-day you were in Essex. I 
was with you in spirit, and continued 
in prayer for you ; and I trust you 
will hear that your labour was not in 
vain in the Lord. May the Lord fill 
you with his Spirit, open your mouth 
and fill it with his truth, and give 
you utterance to speak it forth. 

I had a solemn and sacred season 
in closing the old year and opening 
of the new. I remember the Lord 
enabled me to begin the past year in 
prayer and praise; and the Lord 
much blessed me during the year; 
although my trials were many, my 
sufierings great, bless the Lord my 
consolation through Christ super- 
abounded. He was faithful to his 
promise, " My grace is sufficient for 
thee : As thy days so shall thy 
strength be ;" and this I have mer- 



cifully proved. The Lord hath up- 
held me, and been a present help in 
trouble. The Lord gave me a sweet 
spirit of prayer in closing the year ; 
and about one hour before the year 
closed this promise softly dropped 
into my soul, " He will not suffer 
thy foot to be moved ; he that 
keepeth thee will not slumber." Read 
the 121st Psalm ; it was a*f east of fat 
things to my soul. O, how precious 
is the word of the Lord in the morning ! 
As the new year opened I was 
waiting upon the Lord, looking to 
him for a sweet word. I had been 
as&ing the Lord especially to bless 
me, and give me a double portion of 
his Spirit, that I might follow him 
more fully, Hve to his honour and 
glory, love him more, and serve him 
better. Bless his name ! He gave me 
this sweet word, " I will guide thee 
with my counsel, and afterwards re- 
ceive thee to glory." My heart re- 
sponded, ^' Thou shalt guide me, 
Lord." The word dwelt in me richly 
with savour, unction, and power; 
sleep or awake it was talking to 
me. After daylight in the morn- 
ing the following portion was very- 
sweet, ^' Thou shalt come to thy 
grave full of days, as a shock of 
com Cometh in in its season." Again, 
" Cast thy bread upon the waters, 
and thou shalt find it after many 
d&ys. Give a portion to seven, and 
also to eight, for thou knowest not 
what evil may be upon the earth." 
What can this mean, my brother ? 
Again : '* He shall cover thee with 
his feathers, under his wings shalt 
thou trust ; his truth shall be thy 
shield and buckler." My refuge is 
in Gk)d, my witness is in heaven, my 
record is on hifi;h. Bless the Lord, 
O my soul, and tell of his love and 
faithfulness, and sound his praise 
abroad. Cheer up, beloved : 

A few more rolling suns at most, 
Will land us on fair Canaan's coast ; 
There we shall sing the song of grace, 
And see our glorious hiding-place. 

Many thanks for your kindness. 
May the Lord bless you, be gracious 
unto you, and grant you much of his 
presence, is the prayer of your af- 
flicted brother in Jesus, 

Samuel Foster. 
Sturry, nr. Canterbury, Kent, 
January 9, 1868. 
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"HE BEING DEAD YET 
SPEAKETH." 

TO THE EDITOB OF THE " VESSEL," 

DsAB Sis, — My wife has copied 
out the following glorious piece from 
the immortal Joseph Irons, which 
I hope you will think worthy inser- 
tion in your February Vessel. You 
Tfill perceive I have struck out 
** Rev." I think any man using 
such a term must have a weak 
mind and weaker head. Mr. Spur- 
geon has been the first reformer to 
cut off that piece of blasphemy* 

W. T. Babkeb, PiBalico. 

January 14, 1868. 

EZTBAGTS FBOM A WoRK EnTITLBO 

" Priscilla : The Ancient Roman- 
Catholic Faith conteasted with 
Modern Popskt." Bt Joseph 
Irons. 

The absurd boast about thfr ' ' march 
of intellect, the enlightened age, and 
the schoolmaster abroad/' has so be- 
wildered the minds of men, that they 
now fancy that Satan is not so black 
as he used to be, that sin is not so 
ugly as it has been represented, and 
that the Man of Sin is not now the 
monster described in the Word of 
Grod, nor so hostile to the well-being 
of society as in the dark ages : hence, 
the cloak of universal charity is cast 
over the so-called little, little differ- 
ences ; and nominal Christians amal- 
gamate with Papists, Socinians, and 
other infidels ; and pulpit orations, 
as well as the trash which emanates 
from the press^ employ such ambigu^ 
ons phraseology as shall not offend 
carnal - minded religionists of any 
class. 

Where is now the difference be- 
tween the universities and the Dis- 
senter's colleges, except in classical 
advantages ? Do not the majority of 
those whose who emanate from both 
reject the distinguishing doctrines of 
God's Word, and substitute the Ar- 
minian heresy for them ; propagating 
the Popish Gospel of universal re- 
demption, human merit, and contin- 
gencies, under carnal patronage 1 

It has been argued, or rather af- 
firmed, that Popery is not what it 
was in former times, and that the 
barbarities practised by their priests 



and their agents in the dark ages, are 
to be attributed to the ignorance 
which prevailed ; but it is notorious 
that the bitterest persecutors have 
always been the most learned men of 
their day, so that their inhuman con- 
duct did not arise from want of edu- 
cation, but from the enmity of their 
carnal minds against the truth of God 
and the people of God. And as to 
any change for the better in their 
system they themselves deny it, 
boasting that their religion, or rather 
their conspiracy against religion, 
''is unchanged and unchangeable.'^ 
Therefore, *' as then he that was 
bom after the flesh persecuted him 
that was bom after the Spirit, even 
BO it is now " (Gal. iv. 29). And who 
are now the fiercest bigots that Bome 
or Oxford produce ? Are they not 
the learned priests, the distinguished 
scholars, aud the philosophical digni- 
taries ? It is not the unlettered but 
the unregenerate, who hurt and per- 
secute the saints; and it will be 
known hereafter, that the greatest 
sins and the most extensive mischiefs 
known on earth, are produced by the 
interference of ungodly men in reli-. 
gious things, either in a way of legis- 
lation, or by assuming offices for 
which the grace of God had not qua- 
lified them. I cannot, therefore, re- 
frain from enteringmyprotest against 
all such unhallowed touching of the 
ark of God, and therefore close up 
my threescore years with this testi- 
mony for Christ against Antichrist, . 



MEET FOR GLORY. 



Deab Editor, — I notice you state 
in the Vessel this month, on page 
7, " that it is in the furnace of af- 
fliction where the Lord's people are 
meetened for a kingdom of glory." 
Now, I never can reconcile such state- 
ments (though too often found) with 
other parts of God's truth ; nor do I 
for a moment believe that to be the 
design or intent of the Lord, in the 
afflictive dispensations with which he 
oft visits his people here. No, no ; 
depend upon it they have other uses 
and ends to answer ; frequently are 
they attended with most salutary ef- 
fects, such as to enable the believer 
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to say feelingly and thankfully, " It 
is good for me that I have been af- 
"flicted." But I know of no oae thing 
"that renders the sinner meet for the 
inheritance of glory, save that of his 
standing washed in the blood of the 
Lamb, and clothed in the alone 
righteousness of the Lord Jesiis 
Ohrist. Show me a sinner made 
manifestly alive by regeneration, and 
yon then show at once an individual 
who is, to all intents and purposes, 
made fully meet for glory, at any mo- 
ment whenever tbe Lord may be 
pleased to call him home. The 
•quickened child of God, from the 
moment that Divine act of the Holy 
Ghost has passed upon him, is as 
Teally and truly fit for heaven as ever 
he will be, even if he should live an 
hundred years afterwards, and pass 
"through long and trying series of af- 
flictions. This " meetness" is not 
one effected by degrees, as some will 
persist in asserting it to be. Beware 
of ever substituting anything, how- 
ever plausible, for, or in the room and 
place of * * Christ, and Him cruci- 
fied." Paul, in writing to the saints 
and faithful brethren in Christ at 
Colosse, " giveth thanks unto the 
Pather who hath made them meet to 
be partakers of the inheritance of the 
saints in light," die when, where, or 
"how they may. 

I venture to hope that this commu- 
nication will be received in the spirit 
which is intended and desired ; for 
•certainly I have no wish ever to 
make a man an offender for a word. 
— ^Yours faithfully in the Lord, 

H. H. 
Fletching, Jan. 14, 1868. 

*<»* We fully believe all that 
*« H. H." so truthfully writes. Our 
-sentence referred not to the essential, 
and eternal, and entire meetness of 
the redeemed, as they stand before 
God in Christ ; but to that which is 
termed " experimental," of which 
we have thought Paul spake when 
he wrote, '* These light afflictions, 
which are but for a moment, work 
for us a far more exceeding and eter- 
nal weight of glory. — Ed. 

Lord Jesus, thou hast got death 
and the devil under thy feet, even 
«o, Lord, put them under ours. 



WAKE "CHURCH OF GOD!" 

[The Christian Examiner^ published hy Geo. 
Herbert, contains the following Stirring 
" Watchword for 18e8."J 

Wake, Church of God ! The Bridegroom comes ; 

Awake, and trim th * lamp of prayer. 
Thou tarriest near the Bridegroom's door. 

Wake, lest He And thee sleeping thore ! 
The foe is strong, the saints are few, 

Bring eveiy soldier to the fight ; 
Each hand be nerved, each heart be true. 

Each foot be shod, each sword be bright. 

Wake, Church of G^d ! And straight confesst 

Thou art outwitted by thy foes ; 
The armour of th^ Righteousness 

It's bent and dinted sore with blows. 
The helmet has its visor up, 

The edge is rusted on the sword ; 
The world has drug£[ed Salvation's cup. 
And bribed the armies of the Lord.* 

Wake, Church of God I Nor dare to blame 

The Captain of the heavenly host ; 
The^ who have slept, shall bear the shame. 

It the great cause is all but lost. 
Oh ! for an hour with John or Paul. 

That faith, »nd love, and zeal might shine ; 
Oh ! for a heart to part with all, 

And buy instead the pearl divine. 

Wake, Church of God I From cushioned pews 

Sinners are passing to the grave ; 
Withhold not, for thy life, the news 

Of him who shed His blood to save. 
Tell it aloud with earnest tongue, 

Gro live it in the face of men ; 
The blood of Christ can conquer wrong. 

And win the old victories again. 

Wake, Church of God ! The grMit reward. 

Is it not worth an hour of toil P 
Who dreads to draw the sheathed sword, 

To win the glory and the spoil ? 
Thou Spirit of mi^ht, and love, and grace, 

Bevive thy sleeping saints once more ; 
Burn in their hearts, and cause their face 

To shine, as in the days of yore. 

Wake, Church ofCrodlthis struggle past. 

Ye shall not need your arms again ; 
The bitterest da}' shall prove the last. 

But quit you all that day like men. 
Like men approach the final hour. 

In fervent prayer with Christ abide. 
Exchange your weakness for His power. 

And 3'e shall conquer by His side. — G-. B. W. 

* Even as in the Church of Sardis, so, in this 
present age ot the Gospel dispensation, we hope 
and believe, the Lord Himself would say — 
**Thou hast a few names which have not denied 
their garments: and they shall walk with me 
in white, for they are worthy." And is there no 
redeeming mercj' for those who hare known 
mom of the depths of Satan than others ? Who 
like Job, have been plunged again and again in 
the dark ditch of the Fall; and have been in 
deaths often, in wars and conflicts most severe ; 
and in distress more dreadful than human Ian- 
guage can describe. Is there no hope of the 
future for them ? Yes ! Surely, in the ranks of 
that '* great multitude '* will be found many of 
the most afflicted in this world, ofwhonithe 
elders said to John— '* these are they who came 
out of great tribulation ; they washed their 
robes, and made them white in the blood 
of the Lamb ; therefore, are they before the 
throne of God." Oh, blessed state I they serve the 
Lord forever— from them He is never hidden; 
to the Marriage of the Lamb, they have by 
grace been bidden. 

All their tears are wiped away ; 
They'll spend a sweet and endless day ; 
Where sins nor fears^shall them beull. 
While Crowning JEdUS all in all. 
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HUMAN PROGRESS IN CON- 
NECTION WITH RELIGION. 



The North British Review, in an 
article of great ability, takes up the 
question as to the relative rate of 
progress of practical morality and in- 
tellectual development, combating tbe 
peroration of Buckle in his history 
of counteraction that morals have 
been comparatively stationary, whilst 
intellect has made perpetual advances. 
The reviewer maintains that whilst, 
there is nothing new to enunciate in 
xnorals, the development or indi- 
vidualization of ethicEd truth is from 
age to age on a wider scale, acting and 
reacting alike on intellectual progress, 
and the external condition of man. 
The article, however, in our opinion, 
constitutes another illustration of 
the futility of creating an inquiry as 
to whether progress results from 
moral power, intellectual vigpur, or 
external advantages, except on a 
strictly religious basis. So long as 
man does not conform to the ordained 
requirements of his position, so long 
as he does not, in the strength of the 
Divine Spirit, co-operate with Gk>d, 
' all his acquisitions, even in science 
and in art, are made at random. The 
true elements of vitality for a nation, 
or for individuals, exist in the pos- 
session of the Spirit, which, in trans- 
forming the mind, enlightens it, giv- 
ing it that order which renders all 
IMTOgress enduring. The human race 
in general scarce dream of the extent 
to which they are indebted to religion, 
the influences of which permeate 
every shade of existence. To say 
that the mere inductive or deductive 
process, based on observation, will 
give to society all it requires, is to 
ignore the facts of history. The 
principles of religion are needed to 
give value to the conclusions arrived 
at. In the enlargement of commerce, 
in the improvement perpetually pro- 
ceeded in, in social organization, we 
see however, dimly, that the great 
truth, ^^Thou shalt love thy neigh- 
bour as thyself," is being steadily 
evolved, or at least illustrated, that 
is to say, the seeking of other's good 
is shown to consist even with ma- 
terial self interest. What power, 
then, would reside in not merely the 
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general acknowledgment but the full 
acceptance of religion by the human 
race, were there no need for one to 
say, ^* Know the Lord ;" but with all 
knowing Him, ''from the least event 
to the greatest," sanctified intellect- 
would work marvels in all directions, 
the Divine Spirit making itself felt, 
would sweep away that meritorioua 
reasoning that would give to the cold^ 
unsanctified intellect the praise duet 
to that Power by whose will mind, 
subsists, and by whose illuminating 
and guiding grace alone it can fulfil 
its appointed vocation, and save itself 
from perpetual relapses. 



A REVIEW OF THE GOSPEI* 
MINISTRY. 

(By a Correspondent in America.) 

{These is much good truth, and some 
wholesome reproofs, in the following 
letter. Nevertheless, we consider that 
ministry, which stands more in what is 
termed *^ the deep experiences of soul- 
travail, fiery conflicts," &c., &c., has been, 
and often is, truly usefid to poor, sensibly 
guilty, and groaning sinners. While, 
therefore, we have rejoiced exceedinglv 
in the pure and precious ministry which, 
has "Christ (asj all and in all," and 
while we are persuaded that " the liftinji; 
of Jesus on high " is the only real and 
essential subject, theme, object, and aim, 
of a real Gospel ministry, still, we trem- 
ble to say one word reproachfully of that 
large body of men, whose labours appear 
to be use^ for good to some parts of Zion. 
—Ed. 



Fellow Pilgrim to Zion, — ^Per- 
mit me as such, Mr. Editor, to ad- 
dress you, though separated bodily 
by the wide Atlantic, yet being 
favoured monthly to meet with you 
through the medium of the Eabthei^ 
Vessel, I am thus made somewhat 
acquainted with you in the downsit- 
tings, and uprisings attendant upon 
your journey Zionward. You like 
others find the way to the crown to 
be by the cross of suffering, ''the 
servant must not be above his Mas- 
ter," "If they do these things in 
the green tree, what shall be done in 
the dry ?" Yet be not discouraged, my 
brother, it is no igmis fatuus we are 
pursuing, the prize is certain, but 
" the race has be run," " the course 
pursued," and death, so terrible to 
poor trembling Christians (how 
strange) will bring us into fidl pos- 
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session of the prize ; then although 
" we may not h ave apprehended, let us 
forget those things which are behind, 
and reach forwards, pressing towards 
the mark for the prize of our 
high calling of God in Christ Jesus," 
'' whether life or death all are 
yours ;" " being more than conquer- 
ors through Him that hath loved us, 
and gave Himself for us," "having 
led captivity captive, received gifts 
for men, yea, for the rebellious also, 
that the Lord God might dwell 
among them," triumphing over sin, 
deathy hell, and the grave,'* go on, my 
brother ; " fight the good fight of 
faith," having put on the Gospel 
armour, there is no taking it off until 
the warfare is accomplished, and 
faith ended in full fruition ; says 
Paul to Timothy, "that thou might- 
est war a good warfare." 

Like yourself I am made painfully, 
to the flesh acquainted with the vale 
of suffering, but though essential, yet 
this of itself forms no valid passport 
to the realms of bliss, this alone is no 
evidence of citizenship ; a slave may 
suffer, but that does not make him 
free, a captive may be immured in 
prison, loaded down with chains, and 
feel the misery of his situation, yet 
this will not set him at large. Hence 
the Christian is made acquainted not 
only with the darkness of death, but 
also with the brightness of life ; not 
only with the bitter, but the sweet ; 
not only the sorrow, but the joy ; not 
only captivity, but delivering grace ; 
not only blindness, but sight ; not 
only the heart of adamant, but the 
he8^ of flesh ; and until he is ac- 
quainted with both sides, he is, and 
must remain in bondage ; but eternal 
blessings to His dear name, I be- 
lieve we have been made experimen- 
tally acquainted not only with law 
and justice, but mercy and truth, 
righteousness and peace ; and if He 
hath spoken pea,€e to us, then "let 
us not turn again to folly." Oh the 
heights and depths of that grace 
which hath raised us up out of the 
pit of degradation we were in, set 
our feet upon the rock (Christ Jesus) 
" put a new song into our mouths, 
even praise unto our God," "and 
established our goings, for they (says 
the Psalmist) are ordered by the 



Lord." Hence, we can say, with one 
of old, " salvation is of the Lord ;" re- 
joice in that covenant that is ordered 
in all things and sure ; find and 
realize when brought to the banks of 
Jordan, that Lnmanuel, our gloiious 
forerwiiier, was before us to smooth 
the way, extract the sting from 
death, and transmit him into the 
welcome harbinger of eternal glory ; 
finding and realizing that all is 
finished, nothing to do, our peace 
already made by Him who is de- 
clared to be our peace, exclaiming 
with happy Simeon, "Now, Lord, 
lettest thou thy servant depart in 
peace, for mine eyes have seen thy 
great salvation," death smiling in 
our face, asking the parting breath to 
usher us into the presence of our 
Lord, the Lamb in the midst of the 
throne. 

(To be continited,) 



NEW BOOKS. 



" GOOD TroiNGS OF GREAT 

JOY." 

A little book has this day been 
printed at our oflice, and published 
by S. W. Partridge, bearing the 
significant title — "The HiaHPBissT- 
HooD OF Jesus the Son of God," 
&c, by Major General H. Goodwyn. 
The chief object of the work is to 
shew the distinction between "the 
Aaronic order," — ^and "the ever- 
lasting order of Melchizedec." There 
are some precious openings of the 
different offices and characters of 
the Son of God. We shall, we hope, 
effectually call attention to this little 
book by simply making the following 
quotations which appear pages 9 
and 13: - 

" The difference, between the 
Mediator and Intercessor is, that the 
former is the Divine cause of the pro- 
clamation of saving mercy from God 
to men, as ' dead in trespasses and 
sins;' the latter is the represent! ve of 
those who ^ have come unto God l^ 
Him.' This may be clearly learned 
from the contemplation of the ad- 
dress of the Lord Jesus to His Father 
(John xvii.) when He spoke antidi- 
patively as the Great ^gh Priest, 
shovnng to us the character of the 
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ceaseless action that is maintained for 
all who have believed, or will believe 
the Gospel, which first proceeded 
from those men whom His Father 
gave Him <mt of the world (verse 6 — 
20 — 21). Again, that the intercessory 
influence of the Lord Jesus is not 
exercised towards the world of un- 
believers is plain from the solemn 
but significant words of verse 9, * I 
pray not for the world !' 

" Eeader, ponder these true say- 
ings of God ere you pass on. Are 
you of the world, or of God ?" 

There are some peculiarities in the 
writings of General Goodwyn which 
all Christians will not cordially 
endorse ; but his exalted views of the 
Person, offices, works, and glorious 
triumphs of JESUS, will be blessedly 
appreciated by all, who have the living 
faith of the operation of the Spirit of 
God wrought in them. Of the Great 
High Priest, General Goodwyn is a 
noble advocate ; and from his faith- 
ful reviews of his Lord, he bring3 
down consolations pure and useful 
to the tried and tempted of the re- 
deemed family. 

Here is a paragraph which will com- 
mend itself to all the members of the 
mystic body, who are yet in the 
world — 

Although we have received the aasur- 
ance of reconciliation now^ and are con- 
stituted children of God, and heirs of the 
glory yet to be revealed, we are still in 
bodies of corruption and defilement ; the 
old Adam still tenants these tabernacles 
of dost; and if there were not a ceaseless 
power of representative and sympathetic 
advocacy, ministry of mercy and grace, 
and Priestly intercession before the eye of 
Holiness, to maintain those once saved in 
a condition of undefiled separation from 
sin bimilar to that of the High Priest 
Himself, who could retain their flfeavenly 
standing- before a Holy God ? It is be- 
cause they are known and, "accepted in 
The Beloved" Son that believers are 
" holy and without blame before Him in 
love" (Heb. iv 14-16; 1 John iv. 17). 
"Ye are clean every whit," were the 
precious words of Jesus to His disciples ; 
but in anticipation of His High Priestly 
Office, He nevertheless showed them the 
necessity for His continual washing of 
their feet, as they must instinctively 
contract defilement from contact with 
the uncleanness of the world in which 
they dwelt (John xiii. 4— 11). Even 



the *' spiritual sacrifices" of prayer and 
worship are only " acceptable to God by 
Jesus Christ*' as the High Priestly 
medium of approach to the Throne or 
Grace (1 Peter ii. 5). He thus, too, sus- 
tains the persons of His loved ones once 
washed in His blood, until those bodies of 
humiliation shall be changed into the like- 
ness of His Body of Glory, to which they 
are predestined to be conformed, " accord- 
ing to the working whereby He is able 
even to subdue all things unto Himself 
(Rom. viii. 29 ; Phil- iii. 21 ; 1 John iii. 
2). That most precious truth of 2nd Cor. 
V. 17, is apparent here : " If any man be 
in Christ he is a new creature^ old things 
have passed away, behold all things are 
become new, ana all things are of God^ 
who has reconciled us to Himself in Jesus 
Christ." Mark : the very nature that com- 
mitted sins and incurred guilt, is for ever 
put away out of God's sight ; the old Adam 
nature is no longer recognized at all; the 
believer having died, been buried, and 
risen with Christ — Himself the Head of 
the new creation of God, " the first bom 
from the dead" (Col. i. 18),— is "freed" 
or justified from sin" (Rom. vi. 6, 7). 
"What consolation is not this to the child 
of God amidst the scenes of " this present 
evil world," and the consciousness of 
existing sin and infirmity of the flesh ; — 
what perfect liberty is there not in this 
phase of The Gospel of Christ? "A New 
Creature or Creation " (Ephes. iv. 24). 

The River of Life Pilgrims, or 
Homeward Round. Who's for the 
Voyage ? A Sacred Allegory. ^^ Printed 
by W. H. OolHngridge, a fine large 
volume of over 700 pages, with a 
frontispiece which represents, we sup- 
pose, the author. The work is dedi- 
cated to " the whole world," and in 
its contents will be found pen and 
ink photographic sketches of nearly 
every character which fills up either 
the broad pathway of the world or 
the multitudinous chancery courts 
and assemblies of the Church. Mag- 
dalena's Voyage and this work are 
conmanionable volumes. The River 
of Life FUgrims, however, furnishes 
an immense variety of material for 
thought, for inquiry, and for 
spiritual reflection beyond the former 
work. Be the writer who he may, 
he has devoted to this singular com- 
pilation much ingenuity of mind, 
talent, and experimental knowledge. 
Whether it will all be generally ap- 
preciated remains for another day to 
declare. 
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TO THE CHURCH AND CONGREGA- 
TION WORSHIPPING IN THE BAP- 
TIST CHAPEL, CASTLEREAGH 
STREET, SYDNEY. 

{Continued Jrom our hut.} 

I arrived in Birmingham on Saturday 
night 

1 preached in the Protestant camp on 
LorOLB-day ; in the morning the chapel, or 
*^ Ounp" was full ; and I was helped by the 
Lord to preach the Gospel of Christ. 

In the afternoon, I addressed the Sunday 
school, nnmbering 332, boys and girls, 
besides a large number of teachers and 
friends who are teaching the children bible 
history, and the great principles of the re- 
formation. 

In the evening it was a glorious sight ! 
I shall never forget it; the place was 
crowded, the people were packed from one 
end of the camp to the other, including the 
two vestries, and every place both inside 
and out; hundreds went away who could 
not get near the building. For more 
than one hour I preached Christ to 
the people with great power and liberty ; 
the Lord was with me, and the word had 
free course, the attention of the people was 
wonderful ; crowded together most un- 
comfortably as they were, they listened 
with breathless attention. 

• On Monday I attended a public meeting 
in the Protestant Hall, Dudley^ and spoke 
to about 1,500 persons upon Popery in the 
Australian colonies. I was received and 
weJoomed in the warmest manner. 

On Thursday, I again lectured in the 
same place. And on Lord's-day, I preached 
in the Baptist chapel, Dudley, and was 
veceived most kindly, the Lord was in our 
midst. Several friends present had heard 
me preach twenty years ago, when the Lord 
blest the word to their souls. In the after- 
noon and evening, I preached in the Pro- 
testant Hall, which was filled in every part, 
I was very happy while preaching Christ 
Jesus, the way, the truth, and the life. 
There were hundreds, unused to hear the 
truth, listened with profound attention; 
and as I was leaving the hall, many called 
out to me, ** When are you coming again, 
sir?" 

On Monday, I left Birmingham for Lon- 
don, arrived in time to attend the tea 
meeting at Woodbridge chapel. Mr. 
Luckin, and deacons, were very pleased to 
see me, and welcome me back to England, 
and delighted I was to meet with my dear 
friend and brother Luckin, under whose 
ministry my soul was delivered out of 
bondage twenty-nine years ago. Mr. 
Luckin inti'oduced me to the friends while 
taking their tea, and said, *^ I am sure we 
are afi very pleased to see our dear brother, 
John Bunyan M^Cure, from Australia, who 



'. at one time used to worship wiil^ us. I am 
sorry he cannot speak to us this evening, 

' he being engaged to preach iiki^ evenihgat 
Bethnal green, but we cannot think of ni^ 
leaving us \^thout a speech. I don*t want 
to hurry you over your tea, but I want you 
to make haste, and then our dear brother 
will speak until half-past six o'clock, wa 
will have a cab waiting for him, so that he 
will be able to go to the chapel where he 
is to preach by seven o'clock.*' Thus I waa 
in true Christian spirit received by Mr. 
Luckin and his friends. Directly I had 
delivered my speech, I drove off in the 
cab, and arrived at the chapel, -Squirries 
street, and there preached to a chapel full of 
people, for my old friend and brother 
Banks; there were three of our members 
present, brother and sister Lea, and sister 
Green. In consequence of my preaching 
and lecturing at Birmingham and Dudley, 
it was arranged for me to lecture at Lea~ 
mington, Wolverhampton, and Birming- 
ham. 

On Tuesday 26th, I arrived in Leaming- 
ton, and was most kindly received by Mr., 
and Mrs. Stowe, who love the truth as it is 
in Jesud. I lectured in the evening in the 
public hall, fifteen years reminiscences of 
the colonies of Australia, with special re- 
ference to Popish encroachments, &c. 

On Wednesday, I was requested to 
preach in the baptist chapel where Dr. 
Octavius Winslo w used to preach. Mr. Payne 
the present minister, told me that I could 
state my case, there would not be a collec- 
tion, but the friends could give me sub- 
scriptions if they pleased. Directly after 
the service, a gentleman came into the 
vestry, and said, " The word has been blest 
to my soul, will you accept of 10s." A youngs 
woman said, " Will you accept of 2s. 6d. 
from a servant ? I was passing the door of 
the chapeL I did not intend to come here, I 
am very tnankful I have heard you this 
evening." One of the deacons, Mr. Clarke, 
took me round the next morning to visit 
some of the friends who received me ia 
the kindest maimer, and gave me subscrip- 
tions ; the amount that I received in Lea- 
mington was £9 2s., very much more X 
conld have obtained if I could have stayed 
longer. By tlie three o'clock train t left 
for Wolverhampton, arrived in time to 
lecture in St. George's hall. Mr. Fleming, 
who is a Christian indeed, took the chair. 
After the lecture a gentleman gave me his 
card, and desired me to call upon him next 
morning. I called upon him on Friday 
morning, he told me that he was very much 
pleased with the lecture, and believed that 
ray visit would be the means of good, and 
he hoped that I would come again, and his 
house should be my home. This gentle- 
man is a manufacturer in a laree way of 
business, he very kindly inquired after my 
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yriie and family. I told him my eldest een 
had some knowledge of the ironmongery 
bnflinesa, and his two brothers, one is learn- 
ing the building trade, the other is read v 
toleaye schooL The gentleman then said, 
*'I should lUce to serve you and your sons, 
I should like to have an agent in Sydney, 
and I will give you the agency for your 
sons. I would recommend vou to obtain 
agencies from other houses, it would prove 
a good business for your sons." *^ Thou 
shalt guide me with thy counsel" This is 
just what I wanted, and having been pray- 
mgthe Lord to put it into the hearts of 
some in England to give me their agencies 
for my sons. I could not stay long for I 
vas obliged to leave by train for Willenhall, 
and took tea with Mr. and Mrs. Forster, 
haying arranged to lecture the next time I 
visit those oiBtricta I then hurried off 
tu Birmingham, and arrived just in time to 
lecture to a hall full of people, who received 
me with loud demonstrations of applause. 
After the lecture, several persons came to 
me and said that my preaching had been 
greatly blest of the Lord, and they hoped 
that I would come again to Birmingham. I 
was most kindly entertained at the house 
of Mr. and Mrs. Shaw, and there slept that 
night 

On Saturday, I dined with Mr. and Mrs. 
Allen, and took tea with Mr. and Mrs. 
Pool, and Mr. and Mrs. Hunt. By the last 
train, I left Birmingham for Beading, in the 
pouring of rain. When I arrived at Ox- 
ford station, two gentlemen were in 
the act of leaving the carriage. I enquired 
of them, "Is this the Reading station?" 
one of them said, " Yes, it is." I got out, and 
asked the bussman if he could arive me to 
20, Broad street ; he said that he was going 
past that number. When we arrived, I 
enquired for the name I wanted, when I 
found that I was in Broad street, Oxford, 
and not Beading. I went back to the sta- 
tion, and then was obliged to wait for the 
special train, which did not arrive till 
twenty minutes to twelve o'clock. I arrived 
in Beading by half-past twelve o'clock, by 
a quarter to one I found 20 Broad street, 
bat my friends being in their first sleep and 
the bell being in the shop I could not make 
them hear. I then went to an hotel, there 
I knocked for a long while, but no answer ; 
thus I went from one place to another, but 
I was a stranger, and they would not take 
me in. I then found a police ofiicer, who 
took me to an hotel, and obtained for me a 
bed by two o'clock. At eight o'clock 1 
presented myself at the house of Mr. 
i^trtin, deacon of the Baptist chapel, who 
with his good wife, were very pleased to 
see me, and thankful that I had arrived. I 
preached morning and evening, and iu the 
afternoon we were favoured with being 
guests at the Lord's Supper. On Monday 
night I again preached, and on Tuesday 
erening lectxu'ed in the chapel for about 
two hours ; there was a good attendance, 
and the people said that they were both 
pleased and profited, and hoped that 1 would 



come again. £9 16s. I obtained in Read- 
ing. 

On Thursday, I lectured in Mr. Stringer's 
chapel, London, which was quite full, and 
very happy I felt while speaking of thia 
mercy, 

** He near my soul hat always stood. 
His lovingkindness, oh, how good I*' 

The collections amounted to £6 2s. 3d. 

On Friday, I spoke at North Brixton 
Hall; in consequence of the rain, there 
were not so many as would have been therer 
if the night had been fine. Neverthelesa 
we had a good meeting and the Lord waa 
with me. £2 lis. Oid. was collected. 
Saturday I left London for Warboys. 
On Sunday morning a very novel sight 
presented itself to me. Dunng the nighty 
It had snowed in abundance, and lay 
thick upon the ground, and it continued 
to snow all day, such a sight I have not 
witnessed for more than fifteen years. Not- 
withstanding the snow the chapel was full 
and I was helped to preach three times^ 
and give an adaress to the Sunday school, 
after the afternoon service. 

On Monday I lectured to a chapel full 
of people, who listened with great attention 
and preached to them again on Tuesday,, 
the hearts of the people were opened to* 
help me, and gi ve me a good collection, £14 ;. 
indeed every one in Warboys received and 
treated me in the kindest possible manner. 
By Mr. Child and his kind wife I was mad» 
very comfortable and felt to be quite at 
home. It appears that I have not satisfied 
the people, they want me to come again ; not 
having an engagement for the fifth Lord's-^ 
day, I have promised to preach to them oil 
that day. Wednesday, Mrs. Child drove 
me to St Ives: by train I proceeded tOi 
Over, and was met by the pastor of the 
Baptist church, (Mr. Shaw), who received 
me gladly. In his chapel, I lectured with 
acceptance to his people, who all received 
me as Christians ought to receive a 
minister of the Gospel. Amount collected,. 
£1 15a llfd 

On Thursday I went to St. Ives, and waa 
most kindly received by the pastor and 
deaeons of the Baptist church. Mr. Hynes, 
the minister, was most kind and brotherly 
to me.'; I preachedin his chapel in the even- 
ing, there were a good many present, and 
the Lord was there. I felt quite at home,, 
and the people appeared to feed upon 
the truths preached A few friends gave 
me £1 3s. 6d. Friday, I left for Cambridge,, 
saw Mr. Marks, minister of the 'Baptist- 
chapel, who was very kind to me, gave me- 
lOs., and promised me that he will talk with, 
his deacons, and hopes that an arrangement 
will be made to give me a public meeting 
that I may speak for myself of the Lord'a 
goodness to me in relation to my work ia 
the colonies of Australia. Saturday, I ar- 
rived in Stowmarket On Sunday, aithouglk 
it rained all day the chapel was full each 
time ; three times I preached, the Lord waa 
with me, the Word was blest, I was happy^ 
and so was the people. It was the filtU 
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jamiyenary of the opening of tUe New- 
Baptist Chapel, Stowmarket Monday, I 
gaye an address for one hour and three 
quarters. ^'My life and labours during 
fifteen years residence and joumeyings in 
different parts of Australia." The chair 
was taken by Mr. Bartholomew, Baptist 
minister who yery kindly came ttom 
Mendlesham to help, welcome and encour- 
age me in my heayy work, for which act of 
brotherly kindness, I am truly thankful. 
The chapel was full ; the people listened 
with great attention, the collections were 

food, £5 8s. 3d^ considering that the people 
ad giyen to three collections on Sunday, 
and paid for their tea. Tuesday, I left Stow- 
market for Mendlesham in the pouring 
lain. In the Baptist chapel, I lectured for 
about two hours ; there was a good attend- 
ance considedng the dark night, and the 
muddy roads. Twenty years ago, on the 
18th of July, since I preached in Mendles- 
ham. What a mercy after so many years, 
now to be able to say, and that from experi- 
ence, " God is f aithf 111 !" Yes ! I know he 
is, the faithful, the gracious and the long- 
suffering, and covenant - keeping, and 
performing God. £1 lOs. collected. Wed- 
nesday, I arriyed at Bury St. Edmunds; 
was most kindly receiyed by the brethren 
there, and lectured in the Particular Baptist 
chapel ; there were not many present, the 
cause is low, and truth in that town is un- 
popular. The amount collected, lOs. 9^d. 
Thursday, Mr. G. Bidley kindly droye me to 
Bradfield. There is a yery nice cause of 
truth here, brother Wright the pastor of the 
church received me gUdly, with whom I 
«pent a good deal of profitable conversation 
at the house of a kind Christian sister. Miss 
Last. In the Baptist chapel, I preached a 
sermon, after which I delivered a lecture, 
descriptive of my work in Australia ; the 
people were very much pleased, and many 
rejoiced in the lovingikindness of the Lord 
toward me, his poor unworthy servant. 
£1 Os. lO^d. collected. 

There was a good attendance, considering 
the very unfavourable night. Friday, I 
preached in the Baptist chapel, Wethesden ; 
after the sermon, 1 delivered a lecture de- 
scriptive of my work in Australia. The 
people listened with considerable attention, 
And many said thai they were thankful lor 
my visit Mr. G. Bidley, is the pastor of 
the Wethesden diurch, he is beloved by his 
people, for his work sake, what a mercy ! 
18s. 6(L collected. ' After the service, I was 
^Iriven to Stowmarket, and arrived there 
most dreadfully cold. I wished several 
•times that I was back in Australia, for 
oduring the night I was so oold I coukL not 
^eep. 

On Saturday morning, I left Stowmarket 
by the seven o'clock tram for London, niny 
all the way. Through the tender mercy at 
my most gracious Lord, I arrived in saiety 
at the end of my journey, and went to the 
Jiouse of Mr. and Mrs. Cummings, was 
received by those very kind and Christian 
people with welcome, ^* Brother, we are glad 



to see you." Mr. Cummings is one of Mr. 
Foreman's deacons, and has taken up my 
cause in earnest, forwhichlamtrulytbank^ 
f uL I expect an arrangement will be made to 
give me a public meeting at Mr. Foreman's 
chapel in the month of February. Several 
friends were invited to tea, with them I 
spent a very comfortable evening, for how 
sweet to the soul is communion with saints. 
Lord's-dav I preached morning and evening 
at East lane Baptist chapel, Walworth; 
there was a good attendance, the Lord was 
with me, the word blest, and the people ap- 
peared to be at home. Although unwell and 
very tired, I vras strengthened and helped. 
to speak of his wondrous faithfulness, and 
sound his praise abroad, the collection con- 
sidering tne bad times was very good, 
£9 7s. 2d. Monday evening, I lectured in 
Providence chapel, Islington Green, there 
were not so many present as I expected 
and the collection was very indifferent, 
£1 16s. 7^. Brother Minton, deacon, of 
Mount Zion, Chadwell street, under the 
pastorate of Mr. Hazelton, gave out that 
precious hymn, 

** Tis the right way^ tboagh dark and rough, 
Mysteriout, yet 'tis ^lam enough ; 
And we, when faith is changed to siffht. 
Shall know the waj's of God were right." 

Afterwards brother Cummings, deacon of 
Mount Zion chapel. Hill street, under the 
pastorate of brother Foreman, prayed for 
the divine presence with great savour and 
nearness to the Lord. I then spoke lor two 
hours of the Lord's dealings with me in 
relation to the cause and kingdom of Christ 
in Australia. Tired and weary I am now 
in my lodgings. 

My dear brethren, I find that it will be 
very hard work for me to aocompUsh the 
object of my mission to Enghmd, in conse- 
quence of the divisions there are every- 
where in the churches of trulJu I am 
frequently looked upon and spoken of as 
being a ^' Vessel man." How sad ! I am 
the^kst man who ought to be so called by 
ptfty names,':becaiQ8eonrchujpehLin Sydney 
IS composed of members from aU the parties 




Gospel Herald,' 

parties. Seeing that I have for fifteen 
years been engaged zninistering to the 
friends of all the parties of truth in 
Australia, lorthis reason they ought to make 
it thmr duty to make oommon cause of our 
case, unite toc^ther to help and eoxable me 
to return to my work as soon as possible. 
My prayer is unto the liord that He will 
open the hearts of the rich in this world, 
to help us in the time of need, and that I 
may be restorsd to you, the people of my 
efaunge, a free man. ^^ Now I beseeoh you, 
hrathsen, for the Lord Jesus Chiist'sf sake, 
lor the love of the Spirit that ye strive to- 
gether, with me in your prayers to God for 
me," is the prayer and hearths desire of your 
pastor and oompantion in tribulation. 

I am sure that X need not entreat you 
;to be kind and attentive to my dear vif e 



Feb. 1, 186& 



ANI^ CHEIBnAN RECORD. 



63 



diuio£ my absencOi who with me is called 
to make a great sacrifice for the sake of onr 
place of worship, and is therefore worthy 
of all Christiaa consideration. 

JOHH BuNTAir M^GURB. 

6, Heygate street, Walworth 
road, London. 

P,S. — Since I wrote the above I have 
been very unwell — ^worked perhaps a Utile 
too hard ; and the weather has been so very 
unfavourable, evexy day I have been ex- 
pecting that I should be laid aside. 

On Saturday I went toWarboys very ill, 
and the weatner was very bad. Had not 
Mr. and Krs. Tyson, jun., nursed me as 
tenderly as they would a new born infant, 
I am sure that 1 should not have been able 
to have preached four times. I was too ill 
to lecture dmrins the week in other places, 
which I should nave done had I been welL 

IleftWarboys for Berkshire. Arrived 
in Beading, snowing all the way. 1 was 
most graciously helped to preach, and at- 
tend at the Lord's table ; but I was unable 
to lecture in places where I should have 
gone but for being so unwell. 

I left Beading for London, determined to 
take'rest, thanHul that I had not made any 
engagements for Lord's day. On the even- 
ing of my arrival Mr. Butt called upon me, 
and said that I must preach in the Surrey 
Tabernacle on Lord's day, Kr. Wells being 
very ill and unable to preach. On Lord's 
da;^ I preached morning and evening, and 
although I felt that I was more fit to be in 
bed tluui in a pulpit, my ever loving and 
gracious Lord gave me his strength for the 
day, for I had none of my own ; and in the 
strength of the Lord I preached with liberty, 
and was quite at home in the magnificent 
Surrey Tabernacle, while preaching to that 
laige congregation the unsearchable riches 
of Christ Alter the evenii^ servioes I felt 
to be worse than ^ver, and made sore that 
I should be laid by. Oh, how I did ory 
onto the Lord to have merey upon me, 
that I might not be laid upon a* bed of sidE- 
ness 16,000 miles from home. The Lord 
did bow down his ear to hear me, for he 
knows I am poor and needy. He was 
merciful unto me, for on Moudi^ I was 
better. 

On Tuesday I went to Tunbridge WeUs. 
I preached there in the afternoon at three 
o'clock; public tea protided in the chapel. 
Directly i came down from the pulpit the 
Hadlow friends and others oame round me 
with great joy and Chiistisn affection. 
They were deughted in hewing and seeing 
me once more ; they inmost killed me with 
their love, for the^ would not let me go ; 
they kept me talkmg until it was time to 
commence my lecture in the evening, when 
I spoke for over two hours. Considering 
that it was raining all day the collection 
WIS very good indeed, XIS lOs. 

It was encouraging to me to see my own 
children in the faith, that the Lord gave 
many years ago, still walking in the truth ; 
and others I saw and heard of whom God 



had given to me for my ministry, although 
I did not know it Brother Oomfort (the 
minister), the deacons, and friends of the 
Baptist chapel, were all as kind to me as 
Christians could be. They say that 1 must 
come again, and they will help a litUe 
more. 

On Wednesday I left Tunbridge Wells 
for Qravesend very unwell ; was received 
by my good brother Wall most kindly, and 
lectured in his chapel for two hours in 
great pain. The collection was £4 5s. 

Left Qravesend on Thursday by train 
very ill ; but when I arrived in London I 
felt a little better. 

It is really wonderful how I have been 
upheld, and thus enabled to hold on " my 
way ;" yes, my way, in which I have been 
called to walk of affliction of body. What 
a thorn in the flesh it has been to me. 
" Fortius thing I besought the Lord thrice 
that it might depart from me. And he 
said unto me. My grace is sufficient for 
thee ; for my strength is made perfect in 
weakness. Most gladly, therefore, will I 
rather glory in my infirmities, that the 
power of Christ may rest upon me." The 
I)ower of Christ has indeed rested upon me, 
or I never could have gone forth as I have 
done, preaching, lecturing, travelling hun- 
dreds of miles, and exposed to the most 
trying weather of an English winter. 

I am thankful in being able to record that 
I am better, and trust that the dear Lord 
will restore me to my usual health and 
strength. 

I am now off to Wellingborough, where 
Iamtoi»each on Lord*s day and lecture 
on Monday ; and on Tuesday I have to 
lecture at Baunds. 

By this mail Mr. Butt wiU forward you 
the second £100. I shall have to work 
with all my might to obtain the next hun- 
dred. My hope and consolation is in the 
Lord, and with him there is nothing im- 
possible: therefore, in him will I trust. 
— ^Brethren, pray for me. 



MATFOBD.— Dear Sir,— On Kew Tear's 
day, we held onr first anniversary of the 
formation of the church. At half-past one, 
several friends met in the chapel for prayer, 
and at half-past two, we commenoed public 
service. The sermon was preached by Mr. 
H. Stanley, of London, who selected for 
his text, the last clause of the 12th verse of 
the seventh chapter first Book of Samuel, 
*' Hitherto hath the Lord helped u&" After 
a brief but ' interesting description of the 
then condition of the Jews, the sins of Eli's 
house, and f^e capture of the Ark of God 
by the Philistines, the subject was noticed 
under the following heads. Grod had helped. 
1st Providentially. 2nd. Ministerially. 
8rd. Graciously. 4th. Effectually. God 
was a God of rrovidence ; he opened his 
hand and supplied every living thing ; he 
provided for the animalcule which was 
imperceptible without a microscope, and 
for the huge elephant of the forest, and 
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lion ef tbe jungle. There was no (iiing ot 
place where his providence was not mani- 
fested, but this might be termed his general 
providence^ while for his church and people 
he had a special or particular providence 
as indicated in Ezekiel's vision of a wheel 
in the midst, of a wheel. Who would 
have thought that when the cogs of- this 
wheel had brought Joseph into Egypt as a 
slave, and cast him into prison, that it was 
for the purpose of proviaing for his father's 
house, and those who sold him ? The Lord 
watched over his people, and lest any should 
hurt them he kept them night and day. He 
had specially provided for the friends at 
Mayf ord during the past year, and had kept 
them together, kept them in peace, and 
love, and keptthem^in the truth. This was 
no small mercy, when many churches had 
been torn asunder, and some severed* from 
the fundamental truths of the Gospel. 
Secondly. Ministerially ; for the want of a 
proper ministry the Jews lost the ark, and 
the glory departed, but when Samuel came 
and a Gospel ministry came, by the sacrifi- 
cial Lamb and intercession, then deliver- 
ance came ; it was only as the minister 
preached Christ, and pointed to him that 
deliverance could come. There were some 
there who were ministers of the Gospel, 
and he appealed to them whether the Lord 
had not helped them hitherto, had they not 
been frequently cast down, and said, " Who 
hath believed my report ?" Had theynot 
thought at the close of the Lbrd's-day, that 
they had said all they could say, and had 
wondered how they should be able to stand 
the next Sabbath ; and yet light had broken 
in and new beauties in the word had ap- 
peared, and thus by the help of God they 
continued|into the present day. Surely they 
could set up a stone of Ebenezer, at the 
commencement of a new year and say with 
a heart full of gratitude, ^' Hitherto the 
Lord hath helped us.** Thirdly. Graciously; 
it was not by force of arms that Israel ob- 
tained the victory, but by the favour of 
God, who thundered upon the enemy, and 
discomfited them. It was remarkable that 
throughout the Bible, the doctrine of man's 
inability, and God's sovereign grace, stood 
out in indelible characters; thus Moses 
when about to die charged it home upon 
the people that it was not for their 
righteousness or uprightness that they 
should possess the land, but in consequence 
of his covenant of mercy which he sware 
unto their fathers. And the apostle allud- 
ing to the same subject declared it was not 
of works but of grace which is the gift of 
God. Fourthly. Effectually. Whatever 
God does, is effectually done, ^^And thus 
the Philistines came no more into the eoast 
of Israel during all the days of Samuel." 
When the Holy Ghost took possession of a 
sinner's soul, he did it powerfully and 
effectually. The strong man armed was 
cast out never to take possession again ; he 
who began the work carried it on till the day 
of Jesus Christ The promise to bring the 
church through all her trials, and safe home 



to glory was sure to be msde good; lor the 
Lord had declared he would never lea«9 or 
forsake her, but wotild present her without 
spot or blemish, or any such thing: Stu^ 
is a brief outline of the discourse which 
was greatly enioyed, and resulted in an 
excellent collection. A goodly num* 
ber of friends then partook of tea pro- 
vided in the chapel, and at six o'clock we 
held a public meeting, wfaioh wa« most 
ably presided over by our highly esteemed 
friend and brother, Mr. Leake, of West 
End, Ghobham, who called trnon the deoeons 
Messrs. Churchyard and Standfarook^ to 
state the Lord's dealings with them, as a 
church, during the past year, from whjeh it 
appeared they were not oxdy out of debt, 
but had a little in hand to begin the year 
with, and that they intended opening a 
Sunday school the first Sunday in the year. 
Mr. Turner, of Bipley, then delivered an 
excellent address upon the work of the 
Holy Spirit; and Mr. Hetherington, i^ 
Frimley, spoke exceedingly well from the 
words, " Stand fast therefore, in the liberty 
wherewith Christ hath made us free ;" and 
Mr. Stanley gave a good practical address 
from the words of the prophet Haggai^ 
"From this day will I bless you." All the 
speakers spoke to the heart, and we are glad 
to say, reached the people's pockets, the 
sum of £2 10s. being collected tor the Sun- 
day school. A vote of thanks to the chair- 
man, and singing the doxology, then 
brought the services to a close ; and thua 
was spent the most delightful day ever 
witnessed at Mayford. Youre in the Gos- 
pel, H. Standbrook. 



LITTLE HILLS OF ZION. 

A pbeachek's 'life very often affprds 
matter for the most serious consideration. 
Sometimes of a cheering and consoling 
character, but more frequently of a depres- 
sing and unhappy caste, x et there are 
seasons when the spiritual winds of divine 
assistance, seem to blow a prosperous gale, 
then, and then only, can we feel the yoke 
of the ministry to be easy, and the burden 
light, called by divine providence to labour 
in the Master's vineyard. The wftter i& 
often led to cry with the apostle, " Who ia 
sufficient for these things ? Yet God in his 
rich wisdom has wisely ordained that hia 
strength shall be made pei*f ect in our weak- 
ness, so that at times we are obliged, in 
viewing our own frailty, and meditating 
upon Jehovah's omnipotent power to sing 
the poet's words out of a f uU heart, 

I tremble for the ark of God, 
My heart 19 filled with fear. 

But when X least expect his aid, 
Deliverance doth appear. 

During Christmas week I had the pleasure- 
of preaching at some of Zion's little hills,, 
in the rural county of Hertford6hire4 but 
before I give you an outline of my labours- 
I will just pen a few lines libout the cause: 
at West End, Tring. The former part o£ 
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its- feteto«y yDMavW w«Jl Igaow* . '^hQ 
people ii» a fihAaph. , havQ hfid numy cburk 
aed atormy BAgbi^ l^d »lao loaoy bright 
and. siuisbiJiy daye, but bdtb«r(o baUi the 
Iiord h^ped tis^DS, and eoabled them to 
oontinife Areniu^tU now, »aid as the Baet ie 
^pGiaet they build their hope« for the luivure 
on that Qod:.who hath his way in the 
whirlvrind, and storm aad the plouds are 
tbe duet of hia ieet. Pamig the summer 
moftihs.the hearts of the bre^ren seeiu to 
bavd been opened to the high and lofty One 
in light eamest ; besides the two week 
night. meetings for suf^Ueationf a 7 o'clock 
Sabbath moming WS^ meeting was an- 
noaD<^ all of which are still carried on 
vigerously although several friends have a 
long distance to travel* We have three sisr-^ 
yioes on the LordVday, besides a devo- 
tional meeting before the moming and af teis 
noon worship. These things combined with 
&fiill attendance to hear the Word of Life, 
lead us to hope that the divine Spirit 
\^1 bless us, by honouring oi|r feeble testi- 
mony and leading poor sinners first to give 
theinselves to the Lord, and then to his 
people. We pray and work, waiting the 
Loin's timer koowing that what he does is 
best. Our Sabbath school with its earnest 
teaohers bids fair by and bye to present a 
f(H7nlcUkble appearance. God grant that it 
miy prove a nursery to the church. Mon- 
day evening, Dec, 28rd, X visited the friends 
at Buckland Gammon Baptist chapel, situ- 
ated on the borders of Buckinghamshire, 
after spending the day at brother Thome's 
residence, Bottom House, Buckland (Jom- 
mon ; he is one of our West End deacons, 
a very quiet, sober, firm man, one of those 
that do not say much, l)ut think the more. 
The reUgioniflts here have two places of 
worship ; one already mentioned, the other 
raised in opposition to the cause of truth — 
a Puseyite church ^ this is reared at the 
back of the chapel. Wherever we go we 
see these deadly pests; when will they 
cease to infest this so - called Protestant 
England? The people here havenouuder- 
shephetd; a good opening presents itself 
for a fiMui that loves to preach for Christ's 
sake, and not for his pocket's sake. They 
are at a 'low 6bb, may a preacher of glad 
tidings be sent them. I spent a happy eveu- 
ing in speaking from Isaiah xli. 17, to a 
laiige number of those who, I hope, are 
characterised by the language of the text. 
Tuesday evening, I tried to lift up my 
Master at Aldbury, a pretty village three 
miles distant from Tring. Here the Church 
of England, (not the Bitualists), have a 
neat little place of worship.' The Baptists 
have a chapel and meeting room, to which 
I went and delivered my message from 
Micah vii. 8. The room was packed with 
anxious hearem, we enjoyed the divine 
presence, the Word was blest to some of 
the Lord's chosen ones present^ so that we 
tanked God- and took eouraga Christ- 
^ day I rode over to the Longmarston 
Ba|)tistchapel, here in tha moming X found 
A goedly number waiting to hear what the 



stri^pilmg had to say. With a 4#rkepediniBd 
I tried to preach from Micah ii. 13. Wheu 
one does not feel a present Saviour, stand- 
ing to minister in holy things is indeed 
hard ; but the cloud passed awaj, and iu 
the afternoon X spoke with sweet libertj( 
from Isaiah zxxiii. 16. Hay eternity prove 
the word to have been blest Here is another 
church without a pastor, a neat little chapel 
and a good population for a country piace 
surrounding it; here I met old master 
Green, one of the early members of our 
Ebenezer, waiting for a full sight of the 
Consolation of Israel. In the evening I re- 
turned to Tring, and met the friends at the 
prayer meeting. They did not put it off as 
some of our London folks do their services 
because it happened to be Christmas day, 
but they came together and sought the 
divine guidance of the star of Bethlehem, 
with full purpose of heart. Thursday, 
Dec. 26th, was our anniversary ; Mr. Cram- 
pin, of AaUm Clinton, preached in the 
afternoon from Prov. ix. 1. We had a 
good Gospel sermon, such as God's elect 
love to hear ; a goodly company of about 180, 
sat down to a well conducted and orderly 
tea. In the evening I addressed the people 
from Isaiah xxxiii. 17, the congregations 
were good, collections ^ood, and all went 
off well. Friday evening I preached at 
Higginton. Here the friends meet in a 
cottage, which will accommodate about 100 
people, which is full every Sabbath even- 
mg. A village church stands upon the 
green, which from a distance looks very 
picturesque. A chapel is much needed for 
Dissenters, The Ist of Corinthians i. 18, 
formed the basis of my observations ; ti*uly 
the harvest is plentous, but the labourers 
are few. The demand for faithful energetic 
men is great, and if they are to be got 
some of these country causes have not the 
means whereby to procure them. Is thera 
no remedy for this? great is the demand for 
tmthful, zealous, indefatigable preachers ; 
not to enter so much into other men's 
labours, and so make an. easy couch of the 
ministry, but to raise up instrumentally a 
church of Jesus Christ, where now there 
is only a coldj lifeless preaching of his 
name. I remain, yours in Christian love, 

W. F. Edgerton. 

Ebeneser Baptist chapel. 
West End, Tring. 



HEBTFOBD, BEETS. — Ebenbzeb 
BAPnar Chapel. The church and con- 
gregation held their annual New Year's 
meeting, Tuesday, January 7th. Soon 
after five, a good company sat down to tea, 
the quality and quantity of the provisions 
together with the excellent arrangements 
gave oomj^ete satisfaction. The evening 
service commenced by singing, ^^Oome, 
^ou fount of every blessing," &c., and 
prayer by the senior deacon. Mr. Bowles, 
the pastor, then made reference to his 
seven years pastorate among them, it being 
seven years last August, since he first oo- 
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cupied the pulpit at Ebenezer. During 
that time they had experienced many yids- 
sitndes, had seen many changes, and had 
been followed with many mercies; many 
with whom they had prayed, and snng, and 
communed, had been called home ; they had 
therefore lost their society and their sup- 
port, but others had been raised up ; thus 
the cause had been sustained and the Word 
had been blest bdth to sinner and to saint. 
In a financial point, they were better off 
now than they were seven years ago. Dur- 
ing the post year himself and beloved 
partner had been called to sustain a heavy 
domestic affliction, but the Lord had merci- 
fully supported them, and the friends had 
given him many prB,ctical proofs of their 
sympathy. He would not conclude without 
observing, that it gave him great pleasure 
in stating that, as a church and people, they 
were enjoying the inestimable blessing of 
peace. Pastor, deacons, and members, 
were at peace one with the other ; and his 

Srayer was, that it might be perpetuated. 
Ir. Sampford, of Ware, gave an excellent 
address fnJl of encouragement and exhor- 
tation. Another hymn was sung, when 
one of the deacons stated that he had a 
very pleasing duty to perform in reference 
to their beloved pastor, who had for more 
than seven vears been labouring in their 
midst, faithfully and fearlessly preaching 
the glorious Gospel of Christ to the groat 
comfort and edification of their souls. In 
his position he had had the opportunity of 
testmg the feelings of the people towards 
their pastor Mr. Bowles, and from all, he 
had heard nothing but expressions of the 
highest esteem, and he thought he could 
say with confidence, that there was not one 
in the church or congregation, but what 
would be deeply grieved u, by any circum- 
siance, Hr. Bowles was removed from them. 
As an expression of their sincere love to 
him for his work's sake, he had very great 
pleasure, on behalf of the friends, in pre- 
senting him with a purse containing £11 Ss. 
Mr. Bowles suitably acknowledged the 
same, after which several friends and mem- 
bers of the church gave warm-hearted 
addresses. A more happy, spiritual, and 
imited meeting we never before eacperi- 
enced. After singing and prayer the friends 
began to disperse; many giving vent to 
their feelings in the words of Holy Writ, 
"Behold, how good and how pleasant it is 
for brethren to dwell together in unity." . 

JOYFUL IN DEATH. 
Mr. Thoicas Skinnbb, of Union street, 
Borough, departed this life, Lord*8-day, 
Oct 27th, aged seventy-seven years; he 
was for more than twenty-seven years, a 
constant hearer at the Surrey Tabernacle ; 
and profited much under Mr. J Wells's 
ministry. Many of the friends there will 
be pleased to learn that he was greatly 
favoured of the Lord in his last illness and' 
death. He was a man of a very retiring 
disposition ; but blessed with a sweet ex- 



{)6rience of sovereign grace and redeeming 
ove in Ms own soul, and in his last days 
the Lord loosed his tongue; it was alitUe 
heaven to be where he was. Blessing and 
praising his precious Christ ; " Olr" he 
wouldejaculate, ^ I will praise him, when I 
get home ; 111 crown him, Lord of all ; I 
cast my crown at his dear feet ; Lord, thou 
knowest that I love thee ; take me home, 
but give me patience to wait thy time. I 
don't fear death, he has got no sting, Jesus 
took that away, I look beyond the grave ; 
when I am gone, don't think of the gpnave, 
but, think of what I am enjoying." With 
a sweet smile on hiscountenanoe, he would 
often repeat, 

" On Christ the aolid rock I stand, 
All other ground is sinking sand." 

Some time before his departure, the enemy 
was permitted to set in upon him, t^ing 
him that he had been wrong all his life, and 
had neither part nor lot in the matter. 
This lasted one whole night, it was a 
severe struggle, but the Lord delivered 
him, and brought him forth as gold tried 
in the fire. His own words were, "" I threw 
myself at the feet of Christ, and said. Lord, 
be merciful to me a sinner, and if I have 
never been right before, do put me right 
now, thou knowest that I love thee ;" the 
Lord broke the snare, Satan fled, and he 
escaped. Whenever speaking of this de- 
liverance afterwards, he would say, " Satan 
cannot get to the feet of Christ; we are 
safe there." The last conspicuous promise 
was, " Thou wilt keep him in periect peace, 
whose mind is stayed on tnee." In. the 
strength of this he breathed his last, in 
sure and certain hope of a resurrection to 
eternal life ; and devout men carried him 
to his burial in Kunhead cemetery on Mon- 
day, November the 4th. *^ Let me die the 
death of the righteous, and let my last end 
belike his. 

Beioioe in glorious hope ; 

Jesus, the judge shall come 
And take his people up 

To their eternal home. 
We soon shall hear the archangers voice. 

The trump of G-od shall sound r^oioe. 

YouTB sincerely, Homok Skinneb. 

OLAPHAM— Ebenbzsb Chapel, Wm- 
TEMBUBO Street. The meeting held here 
on the last day of the year wa& through 
the mercy of God, a good one. Mr. Wdus 
preached in the afternoon ; a goodly num- 
ber of friends sat down to tea, and a publio 
meeting was held in the evening. The min- 
ister, Mr. Hall, presided; who, after prayer 
had been offered by Mr. Battson, expressed 
his pleasure in meeting with his friends 
again at this season of the year, and re- 
suirked that he did not know any Scriptural 
injunction so weU suited to their present 
circumstances, as the one used by the 
apostle ** Be ye thankful." In spirituals he 
was thankful, his stay at Clapham, had not 
he hoped, been altogether in vain ; he had 
had the pleasure of receiving into com- 
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mnnion 117 persons. Th6 attendance at 
the chapel was good, and the testimony 
contintied to be borne, was, that power 
attended the preached word, and they were 
dwelling together in peace and lore. In 
temporals they had cause to be thankful ; 
their outlay altogether had been £1,059, 
upwards of £800^ of which had been paid 
off, £200 had been arranged for, by throwing 
it over a number of years, free of interest, 
and jC50 remained to be paid ofF, towards 
which they had through the kindness of 
friends, some £15 in hand, for which they 
were thankful Brethren Ponsford, Stringer, 
and Silverton, delivered profitable speeches, 
which were listened to with pleasure. As 
the meeting was about dosing;, a gentleman 
asked to say a few words, which proved to 
be golden words, for he rose and said that 
he had felt much sympathy with both the 
minister and people, and liaving heard for 
himself that the Gospel Mr. Hall preached 
was such as he was in the habit of hearing, 
the good old Gospel of the grace of God, 
he felt so well satisfied that he should give 
jCIO toward the remaining £50, and thought 
the least the friends could do would be to 
relieve the church of this debt at their 
next meeting. This golden speech threw 
a little enthusiasm in the meeting, and sent 
the friends awav additionally cheerful and 
thankfol. In December, Mr. Hall bap- 
tized three friends, who with three others 
were added to the church in January, 
1868. May the good Lord bless the in- 
crease, and continue to bless for his 
mercies' sake. 



BETHNAL GEEEN.— A note to Sam- 
uel Foster, Sturry, near Canterbury. Dear 
Brother, Having been favoured to readyour 
letter to our mutual friend Mr. T. P., I felt 
directed to send one word to jovl upon the 
resignation ef my stated ministry in Beth- 
nal Green; having laboured there in sor- 
row for some few years. On Thursday, 
January 16th, 1868, as I was g^ing to the 
chapel, and to the church meeting I could 
thinkscarcely of anything but those words in 
Isa. xxz, " ia returning andin rest, ye shall 
he saved ; in quietness and in conndence, 
shall be your strength ; but ye would not." 
I spoke for half-an-hour, or more. One 
feature I will notice. I felt, and I said, 
there is great need that we all return to a 
closer and more prayerful study of the 
Word of God; ana that for three particular 
ends. 1. For a stronger faith in the doc- 
trines. 2. For a deeper knowledge of the 
work of the Holy Spirit in the souls of the 
saved people ; and, 3, to attain to a more 
correct obedience to the preceptive part of 
the word. The man who truly labours in 
the word for these ever must, I think, be in 
a safe, if not in a happy path. The word 
"returning "no doubt means a real repent- 
ance toward God, while the " rest" is ex- 
pressive of the faith of reliance upon the 
Lord Jesus Christ, of which you may see a 
paper of some value in *♦ Cheering Words" 



for FebfTuarv. I will not detain yon farther. 
If you can mt yoxur heart in prayer for me, 
I trust you will ; and remember yours truly, 

0. W. Banks. 
1, Portland terrace, South Hackney. 

Mr. and Mrs. Pickworth have been ex- 
ceedingly kind. Mrs. P., sent a little parcel 
of things, and some six-pences for the poor 
mothers ; and Mr. P„ sent us £2, to distzi- 
bute among those who are in or near to a 
state of starvation. I knew one good man, 
who canried himself quietly and respect- 
fully; but suddenly he died. After poit 
moriem examinatioxi, it was said, '''• not one 
morsel of food was in his inside." He was 
literally starved to death. Oh, how heavy 
these tariaJs appear I 



JOYFUL OBEDIENCE. 

A correspondent says, — " I have it upon 
my mind to give a few remarks upon Bom. 
vi. 3, * Know ye not that so many^ of us as 
were baptissed into Jesus Christ, were 
baptized into his death?' What were 
we baptized for ? I answer because Christ 
hath said, 'He that believeth and is bap- 
tized shall be saved ;' it gives us clear con- 
science in the sight of our Maker. Some 
have said while passing through baptism, 
the^ have had more of the light of God in 
their souls then ever they had before or 
since. One said, ' If I ever was carried by 
the Spirit of Christ into the third heaven 
it was when I was baptized.' If every one 
had his heart filled with the Holy Ghost 
like mine, there is no wonder so many went 
to John to be baptized ; vet I know Satan 
wotQd hinder it if possible ; because he is 
afraid that there will be too many of his 
come to be baptized ; and thus weaken his 
kingdom. There is also a newness of life 
in passing through it, because it is a more 
open way to put on our Lord Jesus ; and it 
shows to the world that we are Christ's. 
We do also show forth the Lord's death till 
he come. Therefore we are buried with 
him by baptism. Christ commanded his 
apostles to preach and baptize all believers 
in him, and it is a glorious time when ful- 
filling the commands of our Lord ; and I 
am glad to hear wherever I go among the 
baptized they are in a flourishing state. 

I "Joseph Coleman. 

9, Wellington road, 
St James's road, Holloway." 



OAMBEIDGE— Baptizing at Eden 
chapel. On Christmas day, afternoon, Mr. 
Marks, read the 28th of Matthew, and then 
addressed the people from Lukei. 6. This 
man of God made some excellent remarks 
upon the divinely appointed ordinance of 
believer's baptiam ; he showed forth the 
sense, in which the believer stand righteous 
and blameless before the Lord. Then Mr. 
J. Simpkina from Stapleford, baptized be- 
lievers in tne Lord, one female, and three 
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rotlea^ iyro belonging to the little canse at 
Stapleford, and two from Balsham. This 
servant of the Lord is a sound, faithful, 
Gospel minister ; is well instructed in the 
mysteries of the kingdom ; he preaches a 
full and free salvation to all the blood- 
bought family through the finished work of 
our Lord Jesus Christ. The Lord grant 
that more of his quickened family, who 
seem to disregard the ordinances of his 
house, may be brought to see the im- 
portance of following their Lord in his 
commands, and make a public profession of 
their faith, by being baptized. God's Word 
declares that "obsdience is better than 
sacrifice ;*' again it says, *^ If you love me 
keep my commandments." 

One that was There. 



LEATHEBHEAD.— We held a very in- 
teresting meeting of the children of God 
at Leatherhead, recently. The little place 
was nearly full. After tea, that sweet and 
sacred hymn, " Ejindred in Christ," &c., was 
sung, and Mr. Luke Snow, of Wimbledon, 
then presented Mr. Ockington, with two 
volumes of Gadsby*s travels in the East, and 
a purse of money as a Christian love token 
on behalf of the church, to their esteemed 
and highly favoured minister, who is en- 
abled by God's grace to give them the pure 
milk of blessed Gospel from Sabbath to 
Sabbath. Mr. Ockington most feelingly 
responded, and expressed his deep grati- 
tude, and he felt the Lord was blessing his 
humble efforts to extol that glorious re- 
deemer, Jesus Christ. Mr. C. Turner, of 
Bipley, gave a sweet and sacred reading 
from St. John's Gospel. Mr. Luke Snow 
then presented us all (living souls) with a 
Christmas box, Christ, the gift of gifts ; and 
I must say, it was one of the happiest 
meetings I have attended. To God be all 
the praise, that he still has a seed to serve 
him. A Visitor. 



STOKE NEWINGTON.— Mr. Corn- 
well's fourth anniversary of his settlement 
with the church now meeting in Mount 
Zion chapel, St. Matthias road, was holden 
Tuesday, January 14th. After a comfortable 
tea in the school-rooms, the public meeting 
in the chapel commenced. A laiger as- 
sembly than we have before seen was pre- 
sent. Mr. Comwell spoke of peace and 
contentment, with prospects of steady pro- 
gress. The friends had entrusted C. W. 
Banks with two presentations to be made 
to the pastor, and to Mr. Maskell, the pre- 
centor and helpful friend to the cause; 
both were gratefully acknowledged. Mr. 
Blake, of Dalston, gave a long and we may 
add practical address on the means oi 
securing prosperity. It was exceedingly 
good ; as were some short speeches by the 
brethren Alsop, Pamell, Foster, Battson, 
&c Mr. Thomas Austin, of Hackney, was 
present, and many friends from neighbour- 
ing churches. 



MB. JAMES WELLS. 

The church and congregation assembling 
in Surrey Tabernacle, Wansey street, Wal- 
worth, have, lately been deprived of the 
valuable services of their beloved minister, 
Mr. James Wells, affliction of a serious 
nature having quite laid him aside for some 
weeks. The Friday evening lecture at 
Bartlett's Buildings has been, for a season, 
suspended ; and the pulpit, at the Surrey 
Tabernacle, has been occupied by C. W. 
Banks, John Bunyan M^Cure, Thomas 
Steed, and other ministers. Mr. E. Butt 
announced to the friends on the second 
Sunday in January, that Mr. Wells was 
considered a little better, but a severe 
cough and inflammation had so prostrated 
his physical powers, that it must be some 
weeks before he could again be found in 
that work in which his whole heart and 
soul are centred ; and in which he has spent 
so very many happy and useful years of 
his life. 



CAMDEN TOWN.— A public meeting 
was holden in Camden Hall, on Thursday, 
January 9th, on behalf of the friends who 
are now meeting there under the ministry 
of Mr. B. Wheeler. Mr. Wheeler fuBy 
explained his views ; and announced that 
if a church was formed, it would be upon 
Strict Baptist principles. Mr. Marks, late 
deacon with Mr. James Nunn, said Mr. 
George Webb and his friends, were happily 

Srospering in the Caledonian road; ana Mr. 
[arks wished much prosperity might at- 
tend both sections of the church which had 
left " Zion." Addresses were delivered by- 
Messrs. Nichols, Ponsford, Fothergill, 
C. W. Banks, and others. 



EUSTON BOAD.— Mr. Waite, and Ms 
friends held public services in the hall, 
Jan. 9th. Mr. James Wells was announced 
to preach in afternoon; but illness pre- 
vented. C. W. Banks gave an address ^m 
the words, **He is not here," Luke zxiii. 
6. In evening, Messrs. Wale, Baugh, 
Gander. Waite, Ballard, Sack, Kaye, and 
Cartwnght, gave good words on the nighest 
of all themes, the Gospel of the grace of 
God. 



COLNBBOOK, NEAB WINDSOB.— 
This veteran cause of God in the Baptist 
chapel here, held the 49th anniversary of the 
Sunday schools on Christmas Bay last, ac- 
cording to their usage. The sermons were 
preached by Mr. Hawkins. The teachers 
and friends enjoyed their day, some of them 
saying they hoped they should never doubt 
any more, but work on, depending upon the 
blessings of the promised Spirit of God, en- 
couraged by the approval of God, as revealed 
so copiously in His Holy Word. Fifty-one 
cloth caps were given to as many boys, and 
books were given to the girls. 



. ^kt (lfatmmnt(i8 in tk Sand. 

By A PooB Afflicted Isbaelite. 



The Israelites were a typical people. They were typical of God's Israel 
after the Spirit. So the CaDaanites are typical of those swarming evils 
which molest and distress the chUd of God. '^ The Canaanites would 
dwell in the land ;" nor could the priest pray them out ; nor the prophet 
preach them out ; nor the judge condemn them out ; nor the king reign 
them out ; nor the sword drive them out ; nor the altar fires bum them 
out. They would dwell in the land in spite of priest, altars, and divine 
service; in spite of prophets, and visions, and the word of truth; in 
spite of kings and armies, and all the appliances of warfare. Aye, 
and the Canaanites of evil will dwell in the land, in spite of religion 
and the fear of God. In the land of eyes, ** Mine eye aflfecteth mine 
heart;" in the land of tongues, " Out of the same mouth proceedeth bles- 
sing and cursing. My brethren these things ought not so to be." In the 
land of hands. The martyr who sigQed a recantation of his principles, 
thrust his Oanaanitish hand into the devouring flame, and the Canaanite 
perished only in the martyr's immolation. In the land of feet, ** Prone 
to wander. Lord, I feel it f* in the land of hearts, ^' The heart is deceit- 
fdl above all things." 

I. ITotice there was a marvellous disparity. Seven nations to one^ 
and oh, is there not a vast disparity between the evil and the good ; 
between the evils of our nature, and the goodness of our lives ; between 
the evils which we do, and the goodness which we do not. There was 
something evil in all these Canaanites. There is not one good thing in 
the names of these nations ; and nothing good can spring out of our 
fidlen nature ; the fruits of the flesh are evil, and only evil ; the imagi- 
nations of the thoughts of the heart are only evil, and that continually. 
There is a mighty odds, the renewed spirit, like the emancipated Israelite, 
lives in a land full of Canaanites, in a body full of evils. And their 
giant stature and strength often alarm the child of God, and frighten his 
Httle £dth almost out of existence, and he is as fearful and unblushing 
as to the issue, as were the men of Israel, when they saw the sons of 
Anak. Seven to one is enough to make one quail and quake, for who is 
there that knows his own heart, but fears that he shall one day fall by 
the prevalency of the evils which doth so easily beset himi Seven to one, is 
it not so ? Have we not seven vain thoughts to one good one ? Ajid 
are not our evil desires in equal excess of our good ones ? But, beloved, 
as God was with Israel, and not with the Canaanites, so is He in the 
good and not with the evil. And as one good sovereign is worth more 
than seven bad ones, so one good thought outvalues seven bad ones. As 
much greater as God is than the devil, so much greater is a good thought 
than a bad one, for God is in the good, and the devil is in the bad. The 
numerical difference was nothing, because the Lord thy God in the midst 
of thee is mighty, yea, mightier than all. 

II. Notice there was physical superiority, " Greater and mightier 
than thou.^ The least sin is greater than the greatest sinner, and 

p 
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mightier than the mightiest saint ; there is the might of hell in it, for 
''sin is of the devil." Indeed, Bible history assures ns, that it was 
mightier than the ai^els, that fell from their first estate. It was mightier 
thsji Adam and Eve, even whenthey were fortifiedwithilie strength of their 
new created innocence and purity. M^htier then Abraham, who soiled 
his praying and believing lips with prevarication, if not a lie. Mightier 
than Aaron who danced the dance of deception before the golden calf 
e'en while God was proclaiming *^ Thou shdit have none other gods but 
me." Mightier than Samson, who slept away his strength in the lap of 
sensual pleasures. Mightier than David whose harp it flung upon the 
willow* while he wailed in deepest sadness, "Bring my soul out of 
prison." Mightier than Solomon, whose wisdom it tarnished with the 
folly of heathenish practices. Mightier than Job, who&e patience it 
insulted with curses of awful rebellion. Mightier than Jonah, for i't 
baptised him in the belly of helL Mightier than Peter, and filled his 
mouth with libels against his faith. Mistier than Paul, and brought 
him into captivity, and made him exclaim, '' I am carnal, sold undt^^ 
sin." Yea, sin is mightier than the mightiest saint, and therefore it 
must be God's work to drive the Canaanites out of the land ; " The 
Lord thy God will drive out," &c. We gather from this Divine promise 
that the diurch is not always to be in a militant state, the time will 
come when she shall learn war no more, when the last enemy shall be 
destroyed, when there shall be no more Canaanites in the land ; when 
she sh$dl put up her sword, and wear the victory palm, put off her 
helmet, and weai* the conqueror's crown, and exchange her garments 
rolled in blood, for the white raiment of peaceful immortality. This 
end wlQ be realized not by our sword, but by the prowess of our captain ; 
He will drive them out. He can drive them out, because He is " The 
Lord of hosts ;" Jehovah Sabbaoth, " The Lord mighty in truth ;" our 
Shalom of peace. He strengthens their hands, sustains their conflicts^ 
provides their rations, binds up their wounds, and proclaims peace. In 
the church militant " The Lord is a man of war," having on " the gar- 
ment of vengeance" to execute judgment upon all foes, and ''the dealt 
of zeal" to vindicate his honour ; and ^* a vesture dipped in blood,'' 
proclaiming His deeds in the field of Aceldama, and a sword upon His 
thigh, to show that He is prepared for His adversaries ; and the panoply 
of righteousness upon His breast, to proclaim the equity of His warfare ; 
and " the helmet of salvation" on His majestic head, to exhibit the 
success of His engagements. '' The Lord in a man of war ;" He is w^ 
versed in the arts of war. He has fought a thousand battles, and won a 
thousand victories ; He never fell but once, and in that fall. He fell 
with such destructive power, that hell lost the day ; and He sang the 
victory when He rose, bearing on His hands and feet and side, the marks 
of His bloody contest with the powers of darkness. " The Lord is a 
man of war" to muster, march, and manage the armies of the living 
God, to enlist them under the standard of His cross, to drill them for 
active service, to teach their hands to war a good warfare, to equip them 
in the whole armour of God for the fight, to point out the foe, to help 
them to resist the devH, and to overcome lie world. Yes, the Christian's 
captain prepares him for warfare, preserves him in the heat of the battle, 
prevents him from the deadly touches of the wicked one, and finally 
promotes him to glory and honour. 
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l$otioe 1. Thy oaptam is thy God ; " Thy God to preserve tiree 
in going out against the foe f *^ Thy God" to cover thy defenceless head 
wi^ salvation ; ^' Thy €h>d" to strengthen thee, and help thee to stand ; 
<^ Thy God" to smite thine enemies before thy face^ and make tibem Bee 
before thee. The Lord thy God is thy captain. 

" Here's our point of rest, 

Though hurd the battle seem 
Our captain stood the fiery test," &c. 

From thy captain's presence, devils flee apace, and the poor 
demoniac sits a willing captive at his feet. If thou wast the hold of 
seven devUs, like Magdalene, or of legio&s of devils like the mad 
Gadarene, or of so many devils as were expelled from heaven, He can 
drive them oat, and He will drive them oat, not because He can, but 
becauBe He will ; and " Who hath resisted His will V Not devils, or 
they would have held possession of heaven, and damned to hell the 
v^hole human race. Not the Oanaanites, or they would have extermi- 
nated the sons of Jacob, and set the Almighty at defiance. Notice 

2. The effectuality of their expulsion, ** The Lord will put out 
tliose nations." The Lord will put them out, because none but the Lord 
can put them out. Israel tried their united and their undivided 
strength against them, but they could not drive them out. The tribes 
collectively, and separately fought against them, but they could not 
expel them. So the congregational and individual strength of the 
church is brought against evil, and still evil exists ; still the Oanaanites 
are in the land, they are deeply intrenched in the heart of unfathomable 
deceitfulness in the members of the body of sin ; and therefore it is 
impossible for any but the Lord to put them out. He will put them out 
of all the members of the body when " we shall be changed," then our 
eye shall be single, and our feet obedient, and our hearts pure. 

Notice 3.3 The visibibility. ** The Lord will put them out before 
thee." God's people know the cursed Oanaanites of the land, they are 
" before them." They that never saw a nation of Hittites (fears) never 
saw the Lord putting out^that nation with His " fear nots." There is a 
large army of fears, of death, of hell, of judgments, of eternity in Im- 
manuel's land; but when the army of " Fear nots" came into the field 
the Hittites fled apace. They that never saw a nation of Gergashites 
(of filthy spirits) never saw a nation of sins, never saw the Lord putting 
out that nation by the blood which cleanseth from all sin, and giveth the 
victory over the devil. Israel's captain goes before them, and gives them 
a sight of their enemies, and then slays them before their eyes. Do you 
not remember when a thousand sins suddenly rose up against you, and 
the guilt of years hung heavy on your soul, how He put out those sins 
before thee, and made thee whiter than snow. The Oanaanites were 
discovered, before they were destroyed ; and our sins must be brought 
before the eye of our remembrance, before they will be put out from 
our vision by the love that covers a multitude of sins, and remembers 
them no more for ever. Notice 

IT. Graduality— .« By little and fittle." The Ohristian when 
first brought into " the glorious liberty of the sons of God," knows 
nothing of that warfare which is sure to follow his enlistment under the 
banner of the cross. He feels a peace which passeth all understanding, 
and dreams not of war. He has no idea but that he shall <' sit and sing 
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his soul away to everlasting bliss/' Bat lie is not called into the army 
to stand at ease, and sing of peace, but to buckle on his armour and fight 
the fight of faith, and though in fighting his way he be wounded deeply 
and fall frequently, yet he shall get a progressive advantage over all his 
enemies till the last enemy shall be destroyed, and there shall be no more 
Canaanites in the land. Christian warrior, you have fought and fallen, 
you have determined to defeat, and have been defeated, you have vowed 
to overthrow, and have been overthrown again and again. The fact is, 
whoever goes a warfore upon his own charges, relying upon his own 
strength, will be defeated in every engagement ; for the battle is not to 
the strong. " The battle is the Lord's," and your reverses and falls are 
to teach you that your strength against these nations is in the Lord 
Jehovah. Your strength against your Oanaanitish evil is in the blood 
of the Lamb, " which cleanseth from all sin ;" your strength against 
your fears, is in that ** perfect loving which casteth out fear;" your 
strength against the world, is in that faith which "overcometh the world;" 
your strength against the devil and death is in the eross, ** the death of 
deaths and hell's destruction ;" under the foot of which the serpent's heaxi 
was bruised, and on which death was crucified to death. 

" By little and by little" (fee. The Christian's life is a life of con- 
flicts and conquests ; but he shall not have more conflicts than conquests, 
for the Lord will bring him off " more than conqueror,** through help 
by litUe and by little. Sometimes he gets a little boldness at the throne 
Baying, "Avenge me of mine adversaries," and the Canaanites are 
defeated ; sometimes he gets a little faith, and faith " turns to flight the 
armies of the aliens." Who can tell by how many little helps this warfare 
is carried on, and brought to a successful issue ? God gives them here a 
little in this promise, " Sin shall not have the dominion over you j" and 
then a little in that promise, " God shall bruise Satan under ^our feet 
shortly ;" a little here in this promise, " No weapon formed s^inst thee 
shall prosper," &c. ; and a little here in that promise, " Thine en^emies 
shall be found liars unto thee, and thou shalt tread upon th^ ^^g^ 
places." Yes, God gives them a little here, and a little there ; a little 
now, and a little then ; and by these little communications, 

" The weakest saint shall win the day, 

Though death and hell obstruct the way." 

Notice lastly, that the Canaanites were left in the land for two 
objects : — 

Firstly, te try and prove Israel. He could have put them all out 
at once and for ever ; but He saw that it would be for Israel's good to 
leave some of them in the land, to txy them and prove them. So the 
Canaanites of evil are left in the land to prove us, and try us that we 
might know all that is in our heart. The Canaanite of sin in the 
members is left to try the law in the mind. And hence it is that '^ The 
flesh lusteth against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh, and 
these are contrary ; so that ye cannot do the things that ye would," 
Gal. V. 17. If there were no Canaanites in the land, no evils in the 
flesh, there would be no dispute between the flesh and the Spirit ; if the 
flesh were holy, the Spirit would have no cause of complaint ; if there 
were no Canaanites in the land, the armour of God would be superfluous, 
I should not require the sword of the Spirit, nor the shield of faith, nor 
the helmet of salvation. And herein we see the propriety of the divine 
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probilNLtion, ^' Slay them not^ lest my people forget/' Psalm lix. 2. If 
they had no ain they would forget the Saviour, for 

<« Sinners can* sa^, and none but tbey 
How precious is the Saviour." 

If they had no conflicts, they would forget their salvation ; if they had 
no reverses, they would forget their refuge ; if they had no fiery darts 
they would forget their shield ;" if they had no foes, they would forget 
their sword, the sword of the Spirit ; if they had no lets or hindrances, 
no oppositions, they would forget the song of songs, 

^* Grace, grace unto it,'* 
^^ Grace 'tis a charming song," 

The second object was '^ Lest the beasts of the field increase upon 
thee." Here we see the wisdom of God in sparing one enemy to destroy 
another. He spares some of the Hittites, with their legion of fears to 
save from presumption, which sin was so beastly, that God would not 
allow an atonement for it. He spares some of the filthy Gergashites to 
make us cry unclean, and to save us from the beast of pride. He 
spares some of the Amorites to talk bitterly against us, to save us from 
carnal security. Indeed the beasts of insolent pride, of daring pre- 
samption, and of fatal security, would increase upon them, if the Lord 
did not spare some of all the Canaanites. We see this illustrated in 
Paul, hiB Canaanitish *' law in the members '' kept under the remains 
of Pharisaic holiness, and saved him from trusting to a bundle of old 
clothes, of filthy rags for raiment in which to appear before God. Paul 
wore his moral dress a long while, and although the filth of pride was 
uppn it,, and a terrible rent was in it, he was so infatuated that he thought 
it " blanaeless," but when the law in the members revealed its nastiness, 
he flung it away as dung and dross. The thorn in the flesh he tells us 
was left to kill his pride, 2 Cor. xii. 7. In Peter's case we see the 
Lord permitting one evil, in order to destroy another. Satan's sieve 
sifted away Peter's chaff; his false confidence in his own powers, and 
did him and the church good service. 

Christian, you know that the Lord putteth out these nations before 
you by little and by little. Again and again he hath silenced your fears, 
'subdued your sins, and scattered your enemies. Ajid as the Canaanites 
are still in the land, there will be more employment of the same kind 
for the divine power to-morrow. Fear not, the battle is the Lord's, and 
He will carry on the contest to a glorious and triumphant issue, by 
"giving power to the faint" from time to time, by little and by 
little, till in death He ends the strife, and bestows the crown of 
life. 



" These were more noble than those of Thessalonica, in that they received the word 
^ith all readiness of mind, and searched the Scriptures daily, whether those things were 
so."— Acts xvii. 2. 

The testimony here borne to the superior religious character of the 
citizens of Berea, to that of the people in a neighbouring city, points 
out in an instructive manner, the secret of that eminence, by which 
they were distinguished, namely, their love to the word of God. j^ With 
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equal facilities for dbtuiting a full knowledge of the troth of the 
Gospel ; the conduct of the Jews towards it at TheasadiMuca, compared 
with that of the people of Berea, was adverse in the extreme. Not only 
did they reject it with the mosb violent manifestations of personal 
hatred, but raised such a storm of opposition against the preachera of it 
as set the whole city on an uproar, venting their rage on private Chris- 
tians, and pursuing the objects of their vengeance to Berea, to stir up 
and disaffect the people against them there. But how differently did the 
Bereans regard the Gospel on its introduction to them. " These were 
more noble than those of Thessalonica, in that they received the word 
with all readiness of mind, and searched the Scriptures daily, whether 
those things were so. Therefore many of them believed." 

Of the two classes of characters here compared, the one is affinaed 
by the sacred historian to be more noble than the other. And that 
which is pointed out as the ground of their acknowledged superiority, 
was their love to the truth of God. The contrast of the two, viewed in 
a proper light, not only proves that, but points out an «pror of a serioas 
nature very common amongst men. It is this. That true religion is a 
despicable thing ; and that a contempt of it, and a persecuting violence 
against those who contend for it, and adhere to it, are marks of dignity 
and spirit in its opponents. It was under the predominating influenoe 
of this error that the prophets were persecuted, that tiiie Saviour wafi 
put to death, and that Papists and others of an equally dominant spirit 
have thought they did service to God and honour to themselves by 
torturing in all imaginable ways those who, like the Bereans, made the 
word of God, the rule of their faith and practice. That which the 
sacred penman here records of the Thessalonian Jews, and tlie Berean 
believers, exhibits the clear general outlines of the saints, and the heretics 
in all ages. The heretics may have the Scriptures and hate the truths 
they teach, and shew their zeal for religion in their burning indignatiozi 
against those who have it as the life of their souls and the rule of their 
live?. They set " glory to God in the highest" on the reverse side of 
" good will towards men ;** and pretend to make *' peace on earth" by 
making " war with the saints." From Cain to Armageddon the features 
of the false and the true church are clearly visible in the zealots of 
Thessalonica, and in the converts at Berea. 

The superior nobleness of the Bereans, to others with whom they 
are compared, arose not from any material difference in respect of 
external advantages, for in that respect they appear to have been mucli 
alike ; but from the fact of their being, in the proper sense of the term, 
more religious. They received the testimony of God as the basis of their 
faith. In matters of mere human opinion, persons may or may not be 
the better forreceiving what is propounded for their belief and observance. 
But it is otherwise with regard to what God has revealed to man under 
the seal of His high authority. To deny, disregard, or oppose, that, is 
in the highest degree criminal ; it proceeds from a spirit of moral debase- 
ment, and indisposes the unbeliever for that which alone can save from 
sin, and impart the necessary elements for ennobling the human character. 
Whereas a cordial reception of Divine truth, is at once a proof of the 
existence of a better principle, and the effectual means of maturing it ; 
which raises believers of the Gospel into a state of greater nearness to 
€rod, and brings them into more habitual acquaintance wititi the Scrip- 
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tares, wherein is revealed the will of God oonoeming them, both as 
regards the method of their salTstioiiy and the mann^ of their life and 
fwivioe. 

True rel^;MMi is of €k>d. It is designed for bringing sinners fix>m 
their state of oontrariety' to Him, into a state of oonformity 
to His will. The Scriptures contain the whole body of Divine truth 
necessary for man's instruction unto righteousness and salvation. Look- 
ing into them for the necessary knowledge of truth is a proper exercise 
for a rational being, an ordained means of leading the seeker to Him of 
whom they testify, and, when done with a desire to know the truth and 
be guided by it, cannot be pursued without pro&t. Principle, and pleasure^ 
and profit, unite in inducing believers in Christ to search the Scriptures, 
and the influence of this threefold inducement, causes the practice to 
become liabitual,«as an integral part of their religious life, and as an 
important means of grace, in the hands of the Spirit, for promoting 
their spirituality of mind, their establishment in the faith, their sanctifl- 
cation, and their usefulness in every good work. Hence, the power of 
the Gospel induced those herein refeorred to, to search the Scriptures 
daily. Keligion, where it is real, is a daily thing, and requires day by 
day its daily bread. The word of God is not only the rule of it, but an 
essential means of sustaining it in health and vigour. A disrelish for it 
indicates a sickly state of soul, but a daily desire for it, and a consequent 
daily application to the Scriptures, for the purpose of collecting the 
spiritual manna, shows a spiritual healthiness, like that of David, who 
esteemed the words of his God, more than his necessary food. " Search 
the Scriptures/' said our ^Lord, '^ for in them ye think ye have eternal 
life, and they are they which testify of me." 
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rOB 8BVB&AJQ TSABS PASTaR OF THE BAPTIST dBUBOH, OOaGBSaALL^ BS8XZ. 

WBITTEI^ BY HIS SON ELBAZAR. 



(Concluded from pagb 37.) 

You may perhaps feel it rather tedious having so much quotation 
hoxxL hymns, but this seemed to be my dear father's happiest mode of 
uttering his deepest and best feelings, therefore, if I prove somewhat 
irksome, I must beg pardon on this account Another time whUe 
speaking of his dissolution, he said, ^^ Boasting grave, where is thy 
victory % thou hast boasted over millions of souls, but I don't think you 
will ever boast over me, for Christ has conquered your power, and thus 
made me more than conqjueror through his precious blood.'' Thinking 
we should grieve his loss very much, he said to me one day, '^ Bon't make 
yourself too uncomfortable about me when I am gone, for I shall be all 
right, you will have this sweet thought that I am in heaven. 

« < Death of deaths, and hell's deatniction, 
Laud xne safe on Canaan's shore.* 

*^ I shall soon be there, I only just want a lift over Jordan." 
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** 13m^PJ songsters, 
When shall I your chorus join ?'* 

In reply to the question as to whether he had any wish to see the New- 
Year in, he replied with much emphasis, " No ! no ! no ! To-morrow, 
if it were the Lord's will, I should be glad to be gone ; but, 

" I wish to want the time decreed, 
And then meet death with joy." 

Once when suffering very much he said, " My sufferings are great, but 

Tve only to drink of the cup, for Christ has drunk it to the dregs." The 

following lines I heard thim frequently repeat, and which are from 

another of the hymns he wished to be sung upon the occasion of his. 

funeral service ; 

•* Cormption, earth and worms, 

Can but refine this flesh, • 

Till my triumphant spirit oomes, 
To put it on afresh." 

These lines were also very sweet to his soul : 

" There shall I bathe my weary soul 
In seas of heavenly rest ; 
And not a wave of trouble roll 
Across my peaceful brsast." 

On conversing with one of my brothers I heaifl him say, " My hope is 

not fictitious, I know, for it is established on firm ground, upon the 

promise of him who cannot lie." Shortly after which he repeated the 

subsequent lines : — 

" There is a day fast hastening on, 

When Zion's God will purge his floor, 
His own elect will then be known. 
For he will count his jewels o'er." 

While in his own room one day he very feelingly rehearsed these two 

lines : — 

" If I am found in Jesus' hands, 
My soul can ne'er be lost." 

And when interrogated as to whether he had any doubt, he very earnestly, 
and with much emotion replied, '' I can't, I dare not.'' Upon another 
occasion when going into his room and thinking him to be * asleep,^ he 
looked at me and said, " What a blessed thing it would have been had you 
foand me in an etenud sleep, asleep in Jesus " 

Not now being able at times to converse but little, he once said U> 
me, " How I love to think upon his name ; and we read in Scripture, 
that a book of remembrance was kept of them that thought upbn his 
name ;" and he said, '' I know I have thought upon his name many times 
and in many ways." To-day on awaking from sleep, as I entered his 
)foom, and having had but little comfortable rest since the commence^ 
ment of his illness, he said, ^' Oh ! I've been in such a beautiful sleep^ 
everything was so quiet and so serene," then very emotionally exclaimed, 
^^ How sweet it is to drink of the fulness of this fountain. I've tasted 
and drunk of it many times before, but never to such a ravishing extent 
as this, surely I must havo been in heaven, how sweet to have such 
blissful foretastes, heaven can't be complete without me, I must be there, 
I must be there." His countenance at the time beaming with more 
than terrestrial joy. Shortly afterwards when suffering much pain„ 
these lines dropped from his lips : — 
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'*' Not all the pains that er*e I bore, 
Shall epoil my future peaee» 
For death and hell can do no more 
Than what my Father please.** 

When in anticipation of liis dismissal, he repeated to-day the following 
lines: 

" Soon Bhall I pass the gloomy ralei 

Soon all my mortal powers must fail ; 
may my laet expiring breath, 
His loving-kindness sing in death/* 

My dear father was taken with hoemorrhage, which through the 
immense loss of blood, rendered him extremely weak, and by this means 
he had little strength for conversation, either physically or mentally 
considered, yet during a brief and more lucid interval, he expressed a 
desire to see me. I went at once, when he grasped my hand very 
affectionately, and said, '* Youll not have a fisither much longer, now you 
will have to struggle on through life for yourself in future, but there's 
the same God for you, as has helped me through all my many trials," 
making reference to my name as being a monument to the will of God. 
In the afternoon of the same day, as a friend who had called to see him 
was standing by his bedside, my father pointed upwards with his hand 
signifying that he should^oon be gone ; and on being interrogated as to 
whether "all was right," he said, with all his energies apparently 
concentrated to speak to the praises of his Kedeemer, " Can't be more 
so ; can't be more so." Once after this, while gazing on his dear and 
pallid face, I said, " You don't wish to come back, do you, father f to 
which he instantly replied, " No ! no ! no ! What ! come back after 
what I have suffered ?" This seemed so to move his feelings, that he 
reiterated several times, " Come back, no ! no ! no !" Briefly after this 
he appeared to be ruminating on his family, for he thus addressed himself 
to me, ^^ My dear children, where are you standing ? oh ! to meet an 
angry God how solemn, theire is nothing short of a sin-pardoning God 
can save your souls," but he said, " I can't talk now, or I have more I 
should like to say." 

A few days subsequent to this, my dear father particularly wished 
to see me again. I at once went, and never shall I forget that sight, or 
become oblivious of the words that then fell from his dear lips. Death 
is the crisis and trial proof of the genuineness of religion, then is the 
time, if thoughtful at all, to estimate more nearly its value and import- 
ance. I was astonished to hear my father speak so consciously and 
so collectedly in the extreme lassitude to which he was reduced. Some- 
time preceding he had been in a quiet and comfortable sleep, from which 
he awoke in rapture inexpressible, and not entirely to be conceived only 
by those who were present. Such was the elysian transport that fllled 
his heaven-bom soul. This was quite a different state from that 
in which my father had been during the earlier part of his illness, which, 
prior to this, I had committed to paper. He awoke exclaiming, 
" Victory I victory ! victory ! Angels are awaitixig to conduct me home. 
Victory through the blood of Christ. No merits of my own. All a 
free gift 1 all a free gift. Oh the love of my Saviour to condescend to 
save me one of the vilest. Tell it unto sinners, that I am a sinner 
saved wholly and entirely by Jesus." His countenance during this 
period, which continued for a half hour or more, become quite animated 

G 
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and refulgent with truly celestial bliss. ^'Call this dying !" " Call this 
dying !" he shouted (his feelings of happiness being so vast at the time, 
he appeared to become unconscious of his pain and sufiering). '^ I have 
never tasted such sweets, nor have had such an earnest before, I am 
onlv just out of heaven." While this frame of mind lasted, he very 
lovingly and earnestly admonished his feimily, and commended them into 
the Lord*s hands, assuring them that nothing but a broken heart would 
stand the solemn test. ^' You have heard my religion often spoken 
against, no doubt, but now you see its necessity and importance " 
Natural ties must be broken, and this will be a great loss to you all, 
you will lose a praying husband and a praying father, all that I can do 
now is what before I have many times done, that is, to ask the Lord 
to bless you. Oh that we may all be bound up together in Christ, that 
will be a blessed union indeed/' Yerv much more could be written of 
his conversation at this time, (or rather preaching, as he called it himself, 
for he said repeatedly afterwards, ^^ He never preached like it before) ;'' 
but enough I think is expressed in the above to explain the happy 
confidence of a dying saint. According to my dear fEtther^s request, I 
would prefer to make less of this circumstance than attempt to augment 
it fictitiously, being quite sure if he could now speak for himself^ he would 
desire to be nothing^ that Christ might be all in all, having expressed 
this wish as his heavenly rhapsody somewhat subsided. From this time 
my dear father was not sufficiently collected to be able to converse upon 
any subject, although generally sufficiently sensible to reply in a concise 
manner to any interrogation that was put. The night previous to his 
dismissal he was extremely restless, but about a half an hour before his 
death, he became quite quiet, and at half-past six, a.m., without a 
struggle, he left behind all pain and sorrow, in glorious exchange for an 
everlasting, immutable heavenly rest. Thus, '' Heaving fought a good 
fight, finished his course, and kept the faith, henceforth there is laid up for 
him a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall 
give him in that day." 

Coggeshall. Eb£nbzeb Couos. 
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Enlarge our borders our God, 
Our minds enlighten more ; 

Enlighten us in all thaVs good, 
And thee we will adore. 

Increase our numbers if thou will, 

And let us patient wait, 
Adyance thy cause of Zion*8 hill, 

With showers of blessings great. 

Enlarge our borders, O our God, 

For this is Eehoboth ; 
Hast thou not promised it much good ? 

Hast thou not pledged thy troth ? 

The dead in sin awake to life. 
The blind thy light to see ; 

The enemies to cease their strife. 
And bow like friends to thee. 

Enlarge our borders, our God, 
Give room that we may dwell ; 
Sj pryniin d h ft -r» - 



With Jesus* righteousness and blood. 
Our hymns of praise shall sweU. 

Enlist more soldiers of the cross, 

Thy bounty to receive, 
And then whatever be their loss, 

With thee at last they live. 

Enlarge our borders, our God, 

The wanderer*s restore ; 
And let it be well understood. 

That we thy name adore. 

Encourage the weak-hearted one, 

To cast all care on thee. 
The helpless and the poor lead on. 

And set the captive free. 

Jehovah, kindly prosper us, 

If this is not too great ; 
do thou richly bless us thus, 

Enlarge, enlarge, our state. 

W« HOITSS. 
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Bt Thomas Jokes. 



(CmUwmed from pcige 49.) 

JOSEPH HART gives it as the lesson of his life that, " it is not so 
easy to be a Christian as most men imagine." His own exercises under 
the strong hand of God, as recorded by himself, fully justifies his conclusion, 
which agrees with an ancient testimony ; " For thou, God, hast proved us, 
thou hast tried us as silver is tried. Thou broughtest us into the net ; thou 
laidest aflOdction upon our loins. Thou hast caused men to ride over our 
heads ; we went through fire and through water : but thou broughtest us out 
into a wealthy place.'* Thus, also, spake Moses to the children of Israel, 
"The Lord thy God, which brought thee forth out of the land of Egypt, 
from the house of bondage ; who led thee through that great and terrible 
wilderness, wherein were fiery serpents, and scorpions, and drought, where 
there was no water ; who brought thee forth water out of the rock of flint ; 
who fed thee in the wilderness with manna, which thy fathers knew not, 
that he might humble thee, and that he might prove thee, to do thee good 
at thy latter end." Not all Christians can minutely describe the way or the 
voyage through which they have come, but those who could, tell of warrings 
between the law of the members and the law of the mind ; of a confused 
noise, and garments rolled in blood; cries of fear, mingled with hope; 
liftings up and castings down ; death struggjles with the adversary, and 
vehement wrestlings with Jacob's God ; their feeble vision overpowered 
by the brightness of his glory, and they, anon, plunged into thick darkness 
which can be felt. These are among the means whereby the Father of 
spirits "exercises and proves, and tries the heart and the reins." — Psalm 
xxvi. 2. 

Joseph Hamblin was taught in the same school as Joseph Hart, and, 
like him, learnt that "faith, like gold, must be tried in the fire before it can 
be depended on." One day, he relates, while employed in his business, and 
thinking of his manifold backslidings, Satan entered his mind with fierce 
rage and malice, and stoutly charged him with having sealed his own con- 
demnation by committing the sin against the Holy Ghost, the sin the 
Saviour declares shall not be forgiven to men neither in this world nor in the 
world to come. The suddenness, the violence, the frightfulness of the 
charge, and the manner in which it was made, shook his whole system, and 
rendered him incapable of following his usual occupation two weeks. In 
this his distress he betook himself to his knees, and with many tears entreated 
help of Him who is "mighty to save." His cry was heard, his soul was 
relieved, and the accuser was cast down. He was given to see that many 
and heinous as were his transgressions, the impardonable crime was not 
among them. Nor was this all the spoil he acquired through the fight, as 
a fresh sense of pardon was sealed on his conscience ; and though there was 
not the same glow and joy he had felt before, he realised that sweet peace 
which Satan may be suffered to diaturb, but he is never able to destroy. 
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It would seem that this accusation of unforgivable blasphemy is the 
enemy's great gan, with which he contrives to rake and harass poor souls to 

. a fearful extent. Many of. our Father's family have been struck with a 
shot from that engine, but they fell to rise again. Bunyan was bruised by 
it, and he obtained healing for himself, and such instruction concerning the 
whole matter as qualified him to minister to the relief of others wounded by 
the same weapon. He says a seared conscience is one of the marks of such 
reprobates, and he who fears he has committed the sin against the Holy 
Ghost, hath not committed it. 

We read that after Satan, in his devilish impudence, had attacked our 
blessed Lord with his wonted subtleties, and continued the siege forty days 
and forty nights, he departed fbom him fob a season. Luke says he had 
^' ended all the temptation," implying that he had tried all his skill and 
craft, and expended all his ammunition in this desperate campaign, artfully 
judging that if he could conquer the Captain of our salvation, the rank and 

' file would be an easy prey. This is recorded for the comfort and encourage- 
ment of His tempted followers that '^ He was in all points tempted like as 
we are, yet without sin ;" Satan could not induce him to sin. But lest we 
should be too jubilant when he has fled from us, and so become carelessly 
confident, we are told that when he had tried his every stratagem on our 
Lord, and been constantly foiled, he departed only for a season, still bent on 
mischief, and waiting for opportunity. 

After he had inflicted a painful wrench on our friend Hamblin, who in 

' his anguish sought succour imder the shade of the cross, he departed from 

' him for a season. 

" Satan trembles when he sees. 
The weakest saint upon his knees.*' 

During a few years following he travelled through chequered scenes ; 
some bright, some gloomy ; sometimes rejoicing in the Lord, and sometimes 
crying out, "0, wretched man that I am ; who shall deliver me from the 
body of this death ?" He had numerous sins to mourn over, and countless 
mercies to praise for, in the j'^ear 1819, he was visited with fatherly chastise- 
ment in the shape of a dangerous bodily affliction : ** What son is he whom 
the father chasteneth not ?" Disease made such rapid progress that in the 
space of one night he sunk so low that his recovery was very doubtful. 
Through mercy he did recover, and it was not till he was convalescent that he 
came to know how near he had been to the grave, and how manifest 
was the hand of God in plucking him from the jaws of death. Then he 
was led to see the wisdom of Divine goodness, as in the extremity of his 
weakness had he apprehended a speedy dissolution death would have been 
hastened by those fears which infested his soul, and which would have been 
intensified a thousand-fold if he had believed he was so near to the bar of 
judgment ; his body healed, the Holy Spirit led him to deeper examinations 
of his own heart, and to enquire more jealously into the nature of his hope 
and the grounds of his faith. Here he encountered difficulties he had not 
89 much as dreamed off. He was couscious of abounding sin ; he was not 
so conscious of the super-aboundings of grace. He did not doubt the Word 
as it stands, but could not realise his own standing in the grace of the Word, 
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and it was after mucli reading, pondering, and praying that he clearly per- 
ceived that the sinner becomes just before God by the righteousness of 
Christ freely imputed ; and in that same Jesus is wisdom, sanctifioation, and 
redemption. He ceased to trust to some good thing in his own flesh, and 
looked only to the Saviour, in whom it hath pleased the Father all fulness 
should dwell. Legality, slavish fear, fleshly reasonings, engendering doubt, 
were expelled by faith in the Gospel record — in the Christ of the Gospel ; 
and he felt his feet were set upon a rock, while glory shone around. 



WHEN DID THE HOLY SPIRIT BEGIN HIS WORK 
IN THE GOSPEL DISPENSATION ? 

I WAS thinking of those words in Psalm dii, ''But the mercy of the 

Lord is from everlasting to everlasting upon them that fear him." This 

mercy appeared to be like a river flowing out of the heart of God ; and, 

coming down, in the person of Jesub, rolling on through fiM the Ages of 

Time ; its streams making glad the citizens of Zion ; and emptying itself in 

the sea of everlasting love, which is before the throne of God and the Lamb 

for ever. In the character of the Good Samaritan, the living embodiment 

of mercy appeared in its most benevolent employment — ^healing, raising, and 

taking care of the poor man who had fallen amongst thieves ; but' the most 

powerful thought in my mind was upon the exercise of mercy manifested in 

the power and grace of the Holy Ghost. 

Bid not the Eternal Spibit begin His great work in the New Testa* 

ment dispensation just as the Redeemer was finishing His great sacriflcial 

work? I think He did. There is something veiy pleasant, yea, most 

exceedingly powerful as illustrating the faithfulness, the harmony, and the 
beautiful unity of the Three Glorious Persons in the ever-blessed Trinity in 
the work of salvation, if you look at two things for one moment. 

I. Did not the Saviour say unto His disciples, "If I go not away, the 
OoKFOBTEB will not como unto you ; but if I go away, my Fatheb will send 
Him unto you V* 

II. Now before the Saviour was quite gone, did not the Holy Spirit 
% from the eternal throne, and entering into the soul of one of the expuring 
malefactors on Calvary's Hill, did He not convince him of his sinful and 
dangerous state— and then, directing his eye and his heart toward the 
bleeding and expiring Jesus, He secretly said, as it were, within him, 
^'Behold the Lamb of God who taketh away the sin of the world 1" The 
poor dying thief looked, and as he looked, the Spirit wrought faith in his 
soul, and prompted him to throw himself upon the all-sufficiency of the 
Son of God, with, " Lobd, remember me when Thou comest into Thy king- 
dom." And was it possible he could be denied ? In ancient prophecy had 
net the Lord cried out, ^* Look unto me and be ye saved all ye ends of the 
■earth ? For I am God, and beside me tliere is no Saviour." And now from 
the ends of the earth indeed a poor dying thief was " looking '* and crying 
too. Besides, in the days of His holy ministry, the Great Immanuel cried, 
" Him that cometh unto me I will in no wise cast out." Therefore, in the 
fuhiess of His faithfulness, the dying Saviour replied, '' To day shalt thou 
be with Me in paradise." Thus, the prophetic exclamation, the Saviour's 
proclamation, and His promise concerning the coming and work of the Holy 
Spirit, were all fulfilled and re&Used in that dreadful hour, when Jesus on 
tne cross did hang. 
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BEING A DOZEN CHAPTERS IN THE AUTOBIOGBAPHY OF A 

LIVING MINISTER. 



(Contirmed from page 45)* 

PASSING through the street one day about three montibs after, I had begun 
the French, I picked up a leaf of some philological work on which I a&yr 
it stated, that the French, Italian, Spanish, and Portuguese were all sister 
languages, and were derived from the Latin. Then, thought I, with my 
present knowledge of Latin and French, I shall be able to acquire these with 
comparative ease. I commenced with the Italian, adapting my usual course 
of reading in it the first chapter of John, and so going through the Italiaa 
Testament. I thought that my best course would be to acquire the Italian 
through the medium of the French ; I accordingly bought a French and 
Italian dictionary, and Zotte's Graiwmai/re Italien, in French and Italian. "By 
this process I acquired it rapidly, and at the same time strengthened and 
increased my knowledge of the French, A Florentine gentleman to whom I 
was introduced, kindly volunteered to teach me the pronunciati<m, which 1 
found remarkably easy, and extremely musical. 

I then set to work at the Spanish through the French, and the Portuguese 
at the same time ; and acquired a tolerable knowledge of both in a few weeks, 
so as to be able to read the prose writers in both languages. Here I paused 
in my study of languages for a few months, till one day, in the course of 
one of my rambles, I found a Greek Testament ; at this time I had never 
seen a letter in the Greek alphabet, but the title Novum Testamentuna 
GrsBCum, being in Latin told me what it was, and in a few months I had read 
it through, and could 'Sparse" it too. 

Some time subsequent, to this, with theobject of reading the philolo- 
gical works of Bopp, Grimm, and Adding, in thm native tongue, I turned 
my attention to the German, and then to its collateral dialects, the Dutch, 
and the Danish. I then commenced the study of the old Sclavonic, the 
modem Russian, and the Luthuarian, the old Prussian, and the old Gothic, 
the parent of the Anglo-Saxon* Then the Anglo-Saxon itself, then the Erse, 
or old Irish, and the old Celtic, or parent of the Welsh.*' In fact I had a- 
perfect passion for languages, and acquired a knowledge of them with 
g^at rapidity. 

At the close of these chapters, if I have space, I will add an appendix 
of some of the interesting results to whidi I was led by this study of 
languages. During all this time I was a stranger to vital godliness, but still 
I looked upon a profession of religion as a respectable and necessary thing, 
and though as I was now twenty years of age, it was time for me to put it 
on« Beside several of my old schoolfellows had done so, joined dliurdbies, 
and were now at college, and studying for the ministry, and why should noi 
1 7 and}! accordingly began to look round, and see which seemed the most 

* I do net mean to say that I mastered these latter languages, as I stndied tfa«itt« 
chiefly wil^ a view to their philology. 
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respectable and fashionable Independent dmrch in London ; and I soon 

decided in fayonr of the church at S chapel, then under the pastorate of 

the late Mr. S After attending? public worship there some four or 

five months, I called on Mr. S , and expressed a wish to join the 

church. He received me very courteously, and the following conversation 
took place. 

Mr. S . " Where do you Kve ?" I told him. 

" How long have you attended my ministry ?" 

" Four or five months ." , 

"And you like it?" 

" Yes ! sir." 

'' Can you give me two references as to moral conduct ?" 

" Yes I sir.'' 

" I will send two of my deacons to see them and you. Good morning." 

"Gk)od morning, sir.'* 

A week' or two after, two of the deacons, having seen my references, 
called on me when the following conversation ensued. 

" How old are you ?" 

" Twenty." 

" How^ long have you atteuded Mr. S ^'s ministry 1" 

" Four or five months." 

"Do you like it?" 

" Yes." 

" Then you will receive a ticket of membership, between this and the first 
Snnday in next month. Good morning." 

Six other young men that I know were received into membership about 
the same time, on the strength of a precisely similar conversation. In fact 

I had ascertained from one of them before I went to see Mr. S ^ what 

questions I was likely to be asked that I might be prepared to answer. 

I have been thus particular^ in detailing the conversation, because it 
affords a sad but striking illustration of the way that members are received 
into the great dissenting churches. Had minister or deacons asked me any 
qnestions in relation to soul matters, as to when, where, how I had been 
convinced of sin, what I knew of the burden of sin, of the felt necessity of 
salvation, of communion with God, or yearning after it ; I must have been 
speechless, and covered with shame and confusion of face before them. But 
as far as their questions were concerned, I might have been a positive atheist, 
and they would not have known, and I should have been admitted. This s 
a fearful state of things, in what is not inaptly termed, the "professing 
world," (it is certainly not the church of Christ). Having a name to live (in 
niembers, zeal, profession) but being dead. Nor was this mode of 
^^dnutting members, confined to this church, I found from my intercourse 
with the members of the metropolitan Congregational churches, that this • 
^as pretty much the rule in them all.* Soon after I had joined the church, 
Iwas sent out to {Hreaoh at different stations, prisons, and workhouses in the 

* I know of one church where quite recently, sixteen members were admitted' 
oy a letter, one of the sixteen wrote it» and the ouiers copied it, only making certain 
Twbal alterations. 
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metropolis. My sermons cliiefly consisted of exhortations to my hearers to 
^end their lives, and come to Jesus Christ directly. Some of my sermons 

having been spoken favourably of to Mr. S , he desired me to write 

out two or three for his inspection, which I did ; after reading them he 
signified his approval of them, and intimated a wish that I should go to 
Oheshunt college to study for the ministry. This plan with which I fell in 
mpst readily, was frustrated^by two circumstances, which I shall relate in 
the proper place. 

I now gave myself to the study of theology as taught in the colleges, 
the works of Payne, Wardlaw, Jenkyn, till my mind was saturated with it ; 
I found a special pleasure I remember in confuting and ridiculing what I was 
pleased to call, the narrow and bigoted views of the Particular Baptists. I 
used sometimes to accompany my parents who belonged to that body, to hear 
some of its ministers, but always with the object of ridiculing their ignorance, 
and censuring their bigotry. I found a malicious pleasure too in arguing with 
my poor old parents on disputed points of doctrine, such as particular 
redemption, personal election, and final perseverance ; and though they 
could not always reply to my arguments, they had a living witness within, 
(which I had not) whose testimony none of my arguments could shake. God 
bless them and forgive me, they are in heaven now. Whenever they spoke 
of vital godliness, or experimental religion, I felt the sneer curl my lips, and 
the enmity rise in my heart ; when I have heard them speak of what '^ the 
Lord had done for their souls," I have said within myself, "Cant ! What 
has the Lord done for your soul more than for any one else's ?*' 

I had my plan of salvation cut and dried in the most approved fashion ; 
Christ had died for every member of the human family, whether in heaven, 
earth, or hell ; the elect certainly would be saved, and all the rest might if 
they liked. A scheme which of course ignores the existence and agency of 
the Holy Spirit altogether, and transfers his powers, and assigns his work to 
the sinner, making free grace stand as a dutiful lacquey behind the chair of 
my lord free-will ; man walking in front as a sovereign Lord, and the great 
God bringing up the rear like an hired servant. I believed then with the 
author of " Mammon," that the church is responsible for the conversion of 
the world.* 

* Such is the teaching of "Mammon; a prize essay," by the late Dr. Harris. 
Let the reader remember, too, that it was a prize essay, adjudged worthy of the prize 
awarded to it, by the leading divines of the Congregational body. Let lum remember 
that it had an immense sale and an unbounded popularity, and may, therefore, be 
regarded as a fair representation of the denomination by which it was issued. Besides, 
these sentiments, now are repeated ad nauseam upon every missionary and evangelical 
platform, and from thousands of pulpits through the land. The Church responsible 
for the salvation of the world ! Where is the Scripture for this assertion ? Let us 
reduce this statement to a simple question of arithmetic, and then see how it looks. 
The population of the world is about one thousand millions. Now supposing the 
church to consist of fifty millions — which is far beyond what we have any lust reason 
to believe — she is responsible for the salvation of the other nine hundred and fifty 
millions. Now, as the *' Church*' is but an aggregate of individuals, it follows 
that every individual member of the chuurch is responsible for the salvation of 
nineteen souls. How terrible, how Christ-dishonouring the thought I Has each of the 
reverend writers and speakers who hold this sentiment saved the nineteen souls, whose 
eternal destinies are thus placed in his hands? If not, what is the penalty for 
failure ? Or has this terrible responsibility no penalty annexed to its violation ? This 
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MR. JAMES WELLS'S FIRST 

SERMON APTER HIS LONG ILL- 
NESS. 

After preaching at the Surrey Tab- 
ernacle on Wednesday evening, Feb- 
ruary 5th, a friend referred to the ser- 
mon by Mr. Wells the previous Sun- 
day morning in such terms as made 
118 anxious to read it. The next day 
we obtained a copy, and eagerly and 
carefully perused it. The most pre- 
cious testimony which Mr. Wells 
therein gives of the Lord's indulging, 
confirming, ahd comforting him, ex- 
ceeds anything we have read in 
modem times. The report was very 
current for some few days that Mr. 
Wells was really gone to heaven. As 
far as we could we contradicted that 
report; but when we read of that 
spiritual baptism into the holy light 
and heavenly love of the glorious 
New Covenant with which our brother 
was favoured, the secret whisper 
would arise within, "Is this the 
chariot of fire to fetch him home ? " 
For the Church's sake, we hope not ; 
may the Lord restore and re-build 
him with greater physical strength 
for years to come, and may the har- 
vest time of his ministry be most 
abundant both in the quantity and 
the quality of the increase to Zion 
which shall yet be effected through 
his instrumentality. 

We are, perhaps, over-zealous and 
too anxious to publish evbrywhbbb 
the testimonies to the Lord's grace 
and goodness which the Lord's ser- 
vants often bear. When we read Mr . 
Wells "Bright Cloud," we could not 
resist the temptation of asking him 
to allow us to insert the record of 
his own experience in " Cheering 
Words" for March. We most in- 
tensely enjoyed the testimony our- 
selves ; and if we could get the thou- 
sands who profess the Gospel, ];>ut 
who are taught to believe that Mr. 
Wells holds some strange doctrines, 
and that he preaches some dangerous 
errors ; we felt, we repeat, if we could 






get them to read this precious un- 
folding of the Lord's dealing with 
him while on a bed of sickness, their 
prejudices must perish, their thanks- 
givings to God must abound. We 
wrote to him, and received the follow- 
ing kind note : 

Dear B bother in the Lord, — I am 
much obliged by your kiud note of this 
morning, and I feel much indebted to you 
for your great kindness in preaching so 
many times at the Surrey Tabernacle 
during mj illness, and pleased I am that 
you have been so well received. 

Now as to the humble testimony I was 
enabled to give last Sunday morning, do 
by all means what you please with it, as 
I need not say you are welcome to do with 
any or all of my sermons. I am in a 
great measure recovered from my hoarse- 
ness, but I still feel^very weak about the 
chest. 

How are you getting on with the new 
Tabernacle ? If the ability of all your 
friends in town and country could be 
C0NCENTB4TBD Something might soon be 
done, but your forces are so scattered: 
just a few here and a few there, but 
amounting in all to a large number ; and 
if they could be concentrated two or thr«e 
years would give you a nice little 3000 
chapel, which I should greatly rejoice to 
see. Yours gratefully and truly in the 
truth, J. Wells. 

Mr. C. W. Banks. 
Feb. 7th, 1868. 

2, Ampthill -place, North Brixton. . 



I FEEL greatly obliged to you for 
"Cheering Words," &c. Having 
been seventeen years a member of 
the Church of England, to many of 
the Baptists I am as yet comparatively 
a stranger ; but' time and patience 
will bring all things to pass. I never 
shall be able to express the intense 
gratitude I feel to my heavenly Fa- 
ther for giving me an opportunity to 
unite with a people whose views al- 
ways coincided with my own. I was 
kept from joining them sooner be- 
cause there was formerly a mixture 

stereotyped falsehood has, within the last twelvemonth, been circulated again through 
the leugth and breadth of the land in a pamphlet, which the "greatest preacher of the 
age" has publicly recommended. It is entitled " Words to the Winners of Souls." 
On the twenty-ninth page of the seventeenth edition, which is now lying before us, 
are these words — " What a mystery I The soul and eternity of one man depends upon 
the voice of another !" 
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of unitarianism in the Church. Thank 
God He has sent a faithful preacher 
amongst us ! We have in Mr. W. 
Wilson all we could desire, and I 
doubt not the Lord will bless his 
labours. He has said, **In every 
place where I record My name, there 
will I meet with thee, and will bless 
thee." He has frequently met with 
us, and graciously manifested Him- 
self to us, and He will never forsake 
the work of His own hands. Sooner 
shall heaven and earth pass away 
than one of His promises fail. 

It is very sweet to withdraw from 
the world, and commune with One 
who understands all our trials and 
sorrows and temptations, and who is 
able not only to sympathise with us, 
but to support us under fchem. It is 
sweet to realise that when we are 
bowed down with anguish either of 
body or mind, that the Saviour's own 
shoulder is sustaining the burden, 
that our feet are on the Rock of Ages, 
which can never be moved ; sweet to 
know that His covenant is '^ ordered 
in all things and sure,'' and that 
'^neither death, nor life, nor any 
other creature can separate us from 
the love of God." 

[We hope to give some experimental 
papers from this correspondent.] 

THE DEATH OF MR FRIEND 
OF GEELONG. 

My Deab Mb. Editor, — I wrote 
you a few lines, which were published 
on the cover of the Vessel, for Jan- 
uary, relative to my very great loss, 
the loss of one of the most faithful 
brothers in Christ I have ever known. 
For fifteen years we have walked and 
worked together in unbroken friend- 
ship ; he ever was to me a true friend, 
a dear loving brother in the Gospel. 
I have just received by the mail, some 
particulars of his happy death, writ- 
ten by my very dear friend and 
brother Stephens, of Melbourne. I 
shall feel obliged by your publishing 
the enclosed letter, which I have no 
doubt will be read with great interest 
by the Lord's people. Yours in the 
Lord, John Bunyak M*Cum8. 
6, Heygate street, 

Walworth road, London. 

My dear brother, — I have to inform 



you of the death of our very dear 
Mr. Friend. You know how he was 
when you saw him last ; he only came 
to Melbourne twice after ; and the 
last time was so weak could scazoely 
walk ; he was only from our house^ 
four hours at business, when he m- 
turned, I never saw him so mudi 
knocked up. He said, '^ This is tha 

last time, my brother S , I shall 

even be in town," and I thought the 
same. I went with him next morn- 
ing towards the station ; after that h& 
was but a few times able to go to 
business in Geelong. He was nine- 
teen days in bed. The first Scripture 
he preached from was, '' Charity 
never faUeth." Mrs. Stephens hap- 
pened to be there ; and said to others 
*Hhis is the Lord's sermon ;" many 
others thought the same. The Lord 
blessed the word. I heard some say 
they were afraid to speak ; they never 
felt so under the word before. The 
fourth day after taking to his bed, 
he sent for us to come and see him 
once more. My dear partner went at 
once, and found he was fast sinking ; 
but thought he would last a week. 

On the following Wednesday, I re- 
ceived a telegram to come at once. I 
got the first train. He had rallied a 
day or two before ; a great many of 
the friends went to see him ; to each 
one he gave his dying testimony for 
truth, showing them that the Gospel 
which he preached was now his stay ; 
and the heavenly witness he gave they 
will never forget. Brother Cakebread 
told me that he put him to the blush, 
such a meeting he never experi-s 
enced, and shall never forget the 
heavenly manner and glorious way in 
which he spoke. Mr. Strickland told 
me than his meeting with him was 
delightful ; and he had lost one of 
his dearest brethren on earth ; his 
love was so great to the Lord's child- 
ren,* that on parting, he embraced 
them in his poor arms, and kissed, 
them like a loving wife. When I got 
there, he was suffering much. When 
better, he said, **0h, if the Lord 
will raise me, I will not go to the law, 
but will give mysdf to the preaching 
of the Gospel ; and proclaim Jesus, 
my blessed Lord to his peopW I 
was with him till Lord's-day week 
before he died ; it was blessed to hear 
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him, he said, '' I am happy on the 
rock !" He said, ^' My dear brother, 
tell all the church of Christ that the 
same truths I have preached are now 
my comfort, and stay in the valley ; 
and I know they will carry me 
through Jordan." At another time 
he said, '' O that blood! the precious- 
ness of it, I now enjoy ! O the blood 
of my Jesus I" The next day, he 
was very low, I was sitting one 
side of his bed, and Mrs. Stephens 
the other ; he lifted up his arms, and 
aaid looking up, "I can see the 
pearly gates ! O my dear brother I 
can." I said " By faith ?" " No I (he 
said) I can see them. " Some time after 
the same day, he said, ' ' Bead a psalm. " 
I said " Which r he said, "Any 
one." I read the 166th« Aa soon as 
I had finished he said, "Amen, amen, 
glory be to God, so be it." On the 
next day, Saturday, he was so faint 
he said, "It is all right, dear Lord, 
dear Lord, I have perfect peace, my 
standing is on him.'' Getting lower 
he looked up and said, "O Father, 
why are thy chariot wheels so long 
coming to fetch thy servant home 1 
He was continually saying, " Come ! 
come, quickly," then he said, " Par- 
don me. Father ;*' give me patience." 
On Lord's-day morning, I left him, X 
went to say "good bye," he held me 
in his arms, and said, "Well, I have* 
embraced you ; I will let you go." 
This was the last time I saw him alive, 
this was a week before he died. After 
I left him, Mrs. Stephens and Mrs. 
Friend never left hun. He said to 
Mrs. Stephens, lifting up his hands, 
" Glory ! glory 1 1 can see my glorified 
Jesus ! the glory ! millions of 
angels. Don't you see them Y* Mrs. 

S said " No, my brother, sin 

hinders me ;" he said, \^ Oh, but you 
will ;" the sight continued for some 
time. A few days before he died, 
Mrs. Stephens was with him ; he 
looked up, and said, " Glory ! glory ! 
I see my son Paul, grandma, and 
thousands of spirits ; oh, what glor^ I" 
On Wednesday before his death, like 
Jacob, he had all his children in to take 
leave, and bless them ; he took them 
separately, and you know what a 

father he was. Mrs. S said, ** It 

was one of the most exciting seenes 
she ever witnessed, especially his ad- 



dress to his eldest son, Burnham, he 
believed him to be one that God had 
designed to preach the Gospel, and 
may it prove so. And to his dear 
wife he said, " My dearest, sweetest 
wife, we shall meet again." To her 
his language was sublime, for he told 
me he was sure she was in the cove- 
nant, one with us ; and I believe so 
too ; for her concern was so great for 
his happiness, continually asking him 
* * Are you still happy ?" On Saturday 
he asked my partner to read the 
1012th hymn in Denham*B Selection. 
Seven times that day his very soul 
drank into the spirit of it ; and on 
that day oftenhe said, "Comemagnify 
the Lord with me, and let us exalt 
his name together." The last Scrip- 
ture was Job xix. 25th and 27th 
verses. 

There was no change till a few 
minutes before he died, he said, "I 
feel faint, give me some cologne," his 
dear wife wetted his temples, and he 
ffave two or three long breaths and 
fell asleep in Jesus at half-past six, 
Sunday morning, 20th, just forty-six 
years and three days old. His funeral 
was on Wednesday ; a very long train 
of carriages and horsemen followed ; 
the mayor and council joined about 
half way. Mr. Strickland spoke first 
in his drawing room, then at the 
grave, and was very good. I have 
given you the fullest account in a 
letter, if I could tell you all he said, 
it would fill many pages. I have been 
requested to put it in the Vessbl, 
but I thought you could do it better 
than I can. My nephew Frank, of 
BaUarat^ was in consumption, stayed 
at our house six weeks, he was a babe 
in grace ; our brother Friend was 
with him, and was made a great 
blessing to him ; the Lord took him 
home about six weeks before, they 
are both now before the throne, 
praising in that happy kingdom where 
I hope we shall ere long join. We 
are both well in health as usual, hope 
you are the same; give our love to 
all friends, especially Mr. and Mrs. 
Wyard. I should like you to bring 
out the book he has published Yrhea 
you come. Tours in the Lord, 

W. Stbphbks. 

122, Gore street, Fitzroy, 
Melbourne, Australia, Oct., 1867. 
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NEW BOOKS. 
RELIGION : 

1X8 OB/JBCT, TRIAL, JOT, AXD 
XANTFESTATIOir^ 

The Christian Man's CalUng is the 
title of a new Tolame sent out from 
Edinburgh last month by Mr. John 
Kichol, being the first of the '^ Com- 
plete Works of George Swinnock," 
one of the Puritan Birines. It cer- 
tainly must be a happy family where 
Christianity is realised, maintained, 
and practised according to the in- 
stmctions and scriptural expositions 
given by the ancient and excellent 
George Swinnock. For ourselves, 
for our readers, for all believers in 
the Gospel, we could desire nothing 
for this life, more blessed, than to 
have such a measure of ihe grace of 
God as to enable us all to adorn the 
doctrines of the G<»spel, and to wear 
the badge of true discipleship so 
faithfully and consistently as is en- 
forced in the several chapters given 
by this venerable servant of Christ, 
under the heading of the '* Christian 
Man's Calling." 

We have thought to present this 
volume of Swinnock's Cautions, Ex- 
hortations, and iUustrative quotations 
of the duties and doings of the Chris- 
tian man, to young people just enter- 
ing upon a profession of religion, 
might be a service of much value. 
But to many of us who have been 
thrown about upon the troublesome 
sea of this world, never having such 
an instructor nor guide, Swinnock's 
words become like arrows to pierce, 
censure, and condemn. The perusal 
of some parts of his writings led us 
to reflect upon the expressive words 
of the Church in the Canticles. 
When she found Him whom her soul 
loved, she says, " I held Him, and 
WOULD NOT LET. HiM GO." There is 
a beautiful and useful example ; and 
the connection fumisheth the four 
parts of that real religion of the heart 
which every one who has the saving 
grace of God in him must know 
something of. 

First, Uie Object. The living soul 
seeketh after Christ. It was night- 
time ; it might be a sense of great 
distress and desertion, but then the 
Church says, "I sought him whom 



my soul loveth." This is the pur- 
pose of God : "Unto Him shaU men 
come ; ** and though the search may 
be long and painful, it cannot be in 
vain. 

Second. The great trial of religion 
in the soul, is next exprcAsed, "I 
foimd Him not.^ Many sigh and 
cry, and wait, and sometimes wrestle, 
but they cannot find Him — ^neither 
in the Word — ^norinthe Gospel — nor 
in prayer — nor in providence. No 
evidence of His nearness to them can 
they discover. This is a trial severe 
indeed to all who can truly say, 
** Him whom my soul loveth.*' 

Thirdly. The joy of religion arises 
from the finding Him. Oh, there 
have been seasons on this earth when 
the glory of the Lord hath shone in 
upon our souk ! Through the medium 
of the Word, and by the Ulumiuating 
power of the Holy Spiett, we have 
found His presence to be life and joy 
most pleasant and heavenly indeed. 
And could we have holden fast by 
Him, lived far. more, and for nothing 
but Him, it must have been well. 
Alas ! with many it has not been so. 

Lastly. There will be the manifes- 
tation of this religion. The true 
believer comes into the Church; 
brings the Spirit of Christ and testi- 
mony concerning his grace and mercy, 
and with a heart to love and serve 
Him, there to abide until from the 
chamber of communion to the king- 
dom of glory such an one is caught 
up to be for ever with the Lord. Of 
this religion may we be the vital par- 
takers, and then (although good Mr. 
Swinnock's holy instructions may 
cause us much sorrow of heart), prov- 
ing Ralph Robinson's doctrine true, 
that Jesus Christ is a good and un- 
failing Physician, our souls shall by 
His blood and righteousness be 
saved ; while 

"Loudest of the crowd well sing, 
With shouts of sovereign grace." 

« 

THE DOCTRINE— NOT THE 

DRESS— OF THE RITUALISTS. 

An octavo volume containing one 
hundred and seventy pages, has been 
printed and published by George 
Waters and Son, of Cranbrook, in 
Kent ; and will be sent post free for 
ninepenoe. The Rev. Thomas 0. 
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Beeman, son of the late moBt excel- 
lent Mr. Isaao Beeman, has, in this 
Yolume, given to the public a large 
and rich variety oi ''Notes of 
Lectures on Ritualism ;" which are 
accompanied by extracts, and re- 
marks worthy of the most careful 
attention at this conflicting crisis. 
Mr. Beeman has read, reviewed, and 
collected from, nearly all the ancient 
and modem productions of Protest- 
ants, Komanists, and Ritualists ; and 
consequently, has an historical, well 
authenticated, and extensively illus- 
trated record of the rise and progress, 
the true character, and the real ten- 
dency of the Ritualistic order, no 
better book, for its size and price, 
can be found ; it is a charitable, com- 
prehensive, and honest contribution 
to the literature of the present time ; 
and will be gratefully appreciated by 
the faithful in the land. 



A Plague in the House, Two 
sermons preached in Feb. 1868, by 
the Minister of the Congregational 
Church, Lewisham (Mr. George 
Martin), have been published under 
the above title, by J. Paul, Chapter 
House Court, St. Paul's. Mr. Martin 
has with great clearness entered 
largely upon a review of the apostasy, 
the immorality, and the anti-right- 
eous character of this great nation. 
No Christian man, whose eyes are 
open, whose conscience is awake, and 
whose knowledge of the Divine word 
is correct, can possibly read these 
sermons without exclaiming, ' ' Alas ! 
this is a dreadful report, but it is, 
unhappily, too true." 

The Rock is a new, large, weekly 
penny paper, whose object is to op- 
pose Ritualistic and Romanising en- 
croachments ; and to exhibit and 
contend f or thateamest Protestantism 
which has been the strength and 
glory of this nation for many cen- 
turies. " The Rock" is printed and 
published by Mr. William Hill 
CoDingridge, of the City Press, and 
is, certainly, thoroughly respectable, 
and must be a useful family paper. 
We take the following lines from one 
of its choice comers : — 



" Heaviness may endure for a night, 
joy Cometh in the morning." — Ps. xxx 



but 
xzx. 5. 



After a long, dark night, 

A glimmering of the dawn ; 
A few faint streaks of light 

Tell of the coming mom. 
After a sultry day, 

A sweet ref reshlDg shower ; 
A few cool drops of rain. 

Fall in the twilight hour. 

After a time of woe, 

A ray of comfort given, 
A clear star mid the gloom, 

Lighteth the soul to Heaven. 

After a storm a calm ; 

Clear shining after rain ; 
The clouds but hide the sun, 

Light flasheth forth again. 

Fides. 

Mr. John Dixon's third part of the 
"Autobiography of a Minister of the 
Gospel," is issued. Mr. Dixon has 
completed the written history of his 
ministerial pilgrimage in three six- 
penny parts, which may be had of 
him at his residence, 17, Buckingham 
road, Kingsland gate, London, N.£. 
This last part contains ^ ' Mementoes 
of Seven Years' Itinerancy, " and those 
persons who have any sympathy with 
such of the Lord's servants as are 
called to run in all directions to sup- 
ply vacant pulpits, will here find a 
book full of incidents strikingly il- 
lustrative of the good spirit, the sim- 
plicity, the sincerity, and the Christ- 
ian urbanity of the author. We 
should be very glad to hear that Mr. 
Dixon was comfortably settled in a 
useful pastorate again. If brethren 
in the provinces could read and re- 
commend this ''Seven Years' Memen- 
to " it might lead to such a result. 
Mr. Dixon enjoys good health, and 
appears as much fitted for pastoral 
labour as in any part of his me. 

The Kingdom of Orace, This is a 
quarto map of a very singular kind ; 
THB STUDY of it (with the Bible, and 
a key to explain its different sections), 
would be, to the thoughtful Christian, 
a source of much comfort and edifi- 
cation. We can send six copies of 
this map, post free, for twelve 
stamps ; and all intelligent Christians 
would, we think, gladly possess a 
copy of it, if they could see it. We 
think a key to the map will be issued. 
If so, we shall give our readers some 
further description of this remarkable 
production which, at first, appeared 
as one of three maps, illustrating 
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"Magdalena's Voyaees." That vo- 
lume can still be had of Mr. Robert 
Banks for thirty-four stamps. 

The Martyrdom of Latimer and 
Ridley, before Baliol College, Oxford, 
October 16th, 1565." Such is the 
inscription at the bottom of that large 
and interesting plate to which we 
have before referred. A copy of this 
plate, in a substantial and good gUt 
frame, may be seen at our office in 
Crane Court, and can be had for 
seven shillings and sixpence ; or the 
plate can be sent, post free, for 19 
stamps. The fathers to their children 
should preseht this plate as a present. 

Christ All and in All. This is a 
new volume just published by J. R. 
Dickinson, I'arringdon- street, con- 
taining over fifty sermons on the 
character and offices, the types and 
metaphors in which the Redeemer 
is revealed and spoken of in the Bi- 
ble : composed by that spiritual pur- 
itan, Ralph Robinson. It is a large 
storehouse of experimental and Gos- 
pel truth. 

The Baptist Ahnana^cky for 1868, is 
found useful in all the ministerial and 
private circles where it is known. It 
is still to be had, post free, for three 
stamps ; or of any bookseller. 

Our Own Fireside. A large six- 
penny monthly magazine, still holds 
on its way with a large variety of 
historical, domestic, and scriptural 
papers, fully sustaining its title, and 
is alike honourable to the zeal and 
perseverance of its devoted editor, 
the Rector of St. Nicholas, Worces- 
ter. 

Will all who are friendly to the 
circulation of " Cheeriog Words," 
remember, each year is bound up in 
volumes, with neat cover, for eight- 
pence ; or, post free, for nine stamps. 
We have many volumes of last year, 
some of 1866, and a few of the earlier 
years. We should be glad to send 
them out in all directions, if our 
readers would send us orders and 
stamps. 

Fatal Apostasy, Such is the title 
and subject of a most searching and 
powerful discourse upon the sixth of 
Hebrews, by Mr. C. Comwell, minis- 
of Zion chapel. Stoke Newington 
Green. In reading it ourselves we 



were both condemned and comforted. 
We feel certain the churches now 
require such discriminating and 
arousing discourses. 



" LET ISRAEL HOPE IN THE 
LORD." 

[The following is by a child of Qod who 
once wrote of herself in much darkneHS 
and almost despair.] 

The words you once wrote to me I 
now can believe : " Being confident of 
this one thing, that He which hath 
begun the good work in you will per- 
fect it unto the day of Jesus Christ." 

**■ The work He hath begun, 
He*U surely carry on." 

Oh, how sweet these lines are to me 
now ! I can believe He hath begun, 
and also will carry it on. A long 
time I thought Him a hard Master ; 
after I was driven out of the paradise 
of ignorance, I found Him to be a 
consuming fire. When He said, 
" Where art thou ? " oh, how I did 
strive to hide me ; and when I was 
obliged to appear, I sewed fig-leaves 
together to hide me, but it was no 
use. He could see through all that ; 
and the more I strove to appease an 
angry God, the further I was off, 
until it was forced from me, ^' Thou 
art an hard Master." Oh, what 
would have become of me if the Lord 
had left me then fighting against 
Him? Bless His dear name, I do 
think He has taken away the heart 
of stone, and given me a heart of 
flesh. I wish I could praise Him for 
it as I want. I think I could always 
hear these words preached from, ' ^ He 
that hath this hope purifieth him- 
self, even as He is pure." What a 
contradiction to those who say we 
can live as we list, because we believe 
we are saved. Oh, no ! It causes a 
faster clinging unto Him. I wish I 
could feel a daily losing my life for 
His sake ; this is all I have to com- 
plain of, that I cannot serve Him as 
I would. E. L. 



We are apt when we look at 
troubles to be terrified, but we do not 
know how great they are with bless- 
ings, it is for want of looking to 
Christ more under our afflictions. 
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A REYIKW OF THE GOSPEL 
MINISTRY. 

(By a Correspondent in America.) 

(Ck>ntinaed from page 67). 
it is in the contemplation of these 
glorious realities, that my soul can 
and does rejoice, and that ministry 
that lifts me up from the things of 
time and sense, that raises me up out 
of myself to look unto and upon 
Him, is where I hear with and 
receive comfort. I find none in the 
ministry of law and bondage, that 
ministry that consists of and dwells 
for the most part on law and bondage, 
human depravity and experience 
thereof. The Lord has made me 
acquainted with the plague of my 
own heart, the sink of iniquity 
within, and has brought me under 
the law and its dominion, but I found 
no beauty there, no comfort, support 
or strength, but in support of such a 
ministry. It is said that a prisoner 
loves to hear the clanking of his fellow- 
prisoner's chains. But what pleased 
me best was the words of my gracious 
Deliverer, '* Loose him and let him 
go,*' that, my poor soul found to 
have the ring of the Gospel ; it was 
good news and glad tidings. Paul 
says the law was but the schoolmaster 
to bring us to Christ ; and if the 
professed minister has been brought 
to Christ, received pardon, ex- 
perienced delivering grace, has been 
made experimentally acquainted with 
the preciotisness of Jesus he will be 
more enraptured with His beauties 
than with Moses. The person, office, 
and work of Christ will be more ex- 
cellent than the mountains of prey, 
and his (the minister's) thoughts will 
be more engrossed with the purity of 
His sacrifice, than the corruptions of 
the flesh, "the promise was not 
through the law," ** the law worketh 
wrath'' saith the apostle, as Hart has 
beautifully expressed it, 

" Law and terrors do but harden, 
All the while they work alone, 
But a sense of blood-bought pardon, 
Soon dissolvos the heart of stone. 

But to the soundness of this I have 
met with some objectors, though 
Hart has Paul on his side, '' if the 
law hath dominion over us then are 



we yet dead in our sins," but if we 
have by the body of Christ become 
dead to the law it hath no dominion 
over us, we no longer serve the law 
but Christ who is ' ' the end of the law 
to every one that believeth." Notice 
the Saviour's commands to his dis< 
ciples " Feed my sheep,'' " Feed my 
lambs ;" and by His apostle *' feed 
the flock of God," "feed the flock 
of slaughter," "take heed to feed 
the church of God," &c., <kc. And 
pray what is this feeding ? is it the 
law, is it bondage, is it the evils of 
our heart, is it even the experience 
thereof, is it doubt and fears, or 
frames and feelings ? Verily not one 
of these, but they feed upon His 
word and truth, they feed upon Him 
as the way, the truth, and the life ; 
they are fed by the Spirit, they feed 
upon His redemption, upon His 
grace and fulness, upan His provi- 
dence, power and authority, this is 
clean provender, the other is fouled by 
the feet. Paul speaks of the minis- 
try which he received of the Lord, 
now he explains the nature of that 
ministry to be repentance towards 
God and faith towards our Lord 
Jesus Christ, to testify as he declares 
the Gospel of the grace of God ; not 
Moses, not of the ministration of 
death, not of the mlaistration of 
condemnation, and His ministers 
" having a good hope through grace, 
use great plainness of speech (I hope 
therefore, due allowance will be made 
for my plainness.) Not as Moses, 
(and here trust me, my brother, I 
draw the likeness true of these law 
and bondage ministers, in the lan- 
guage of the apostle.^ Not as Moses, 
who put a veil over his face, that 
the children of Israel could not look 
steadfastly to the end of that which 
is abolished." Instead of feeding 
the flock, their attention is drawn to 
law, and bondage, and experience, 
under that state of things, insomuch 
as to make salvation for the most 
part hinge upon law and bondage, 
experience of corruption, and doubts 
and fears ; is this " the feast of fat 
things, of wines on the lees, of fat 
things full of marrow, of wines on 
the lees well reflned ?' I pause for 
a candid, not evasive, answer ; is it 
not a miserable feast to set before 
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the king's children who are hungering 
and thirsting after righteousness, 
who want to see Jesus ? • This is not 
feeding them with the flesh and 
blood of Christ, "for my flesh is 
meat indeed, and my blood is drink 
indeed ;" such ministry can only en- 
gender to bondage, to a harsh and 
censorious spirit, as is painful to state 
too often evinced towards others who 
desire not to be brought into or again 
entangled in the yoke of bondage ; 
deep spirituality^and censoriousness 
are incompatible ; therefore we are 
forced to the conclusion that these 
ministers are not yield ing implicit obe- 
dience to their Master's commands, 
for they feed the flock with stones, 
straw and husks instead of living 
bread, for neither of these things 
before mentioned form any part or 
portion of the constituents of living 
bread ; may such persons be led care- 
fully to ponder over these things for 

" Truth crushed to earth wile again, 
The eternal years of God are hers, 
While etror wounded writhes in pain, 
And dies amid its worshippers." 

I apprehend when the tempted, 
tried and afflicted family of God go 
to the courts of Zion, it is to see 
Jesus, to hear the gracious words 
which proceed out of his mouth, not 
Moses, to hear words of comfort, not 
the terrors of the law, *' knowing the 
terror of the Lord, we persuade 
men'^ by the Gospel of life and liberty 
as being more excellent and glorious 
than the law of condemnation and 
wrath. "Say unto Zion that her 
warfare is accomplished, her iniquity 
is pardoned, and she hath received at 
the Lord's hands double for all her 
sins,*' it is that those who are bowed 
down may be raised up, that the 
stumbling blocks may be removed, 
not increased, is it that the poor soul 
may be directed to Moses ? Verily 
no, but to the Lamb of God ; behold 
Moses ? No, no, but the man whose 
name is the branch. * ' The wise man's 
eyes are in his head, and the Lord's 
ministers are made wise, "able 
ministers of the New Testament" not 
the old covenant "good ministers of 
Jesus Christ" not themselves let their 
experience be what it may, " For we 
(says Paul) preach Christ Jesus and 
not ourselves," they do not look into 



or at themselves, or their experience 
even, nor Moses and his bondage, 
but their eyes are in their head, 
Christ Jesus, " For where your 
treasure is there will your hearts be 
also ." Does your treasure consist in 
bondage, in the. light of Gk)d's 
countenance, in the acquaintance of 
human depravity, or the grace of 
His Spiritj in doubts and ^ars, or 
the faithfulness of Jehovah? Ye 
that desire to be under a law and 
bondage ministry, that encourages 
instead of removes your doubts and 
fears, do ye not hear the law ? are ye 
not fleshly ? Read the eighth chapter 
of Romans attentively. But while 
I thus write I trust, my brother, that 
we, without presumption, can say, 
with one of old, " Our hearts are fixed 
trusting in the Lord that our experi- 
ence is not one-sided ; in short that 
it is a Gospel experience that we 
prefer to contemplate more upon the 
fruit of the Spirit and less upon the 
works of the flesh. Who should be 
preached but Christ? who but the 
God-man Mediator should be set 
upon the pole of the Gospel? "He 
is before all things, and by Him all 
things consist," "He is the head 
stone of the comer," " and I, if I be 
lifted up, will draw all men unto me.'' 
Yet, while I make these remarks^ let 
it be understood I do not seek to 
make void the law, " for the law is 
good if used lawfully," but not when 
it is made to take precedence of Im- 
manuel, not when it is given a pro- 
minence above or beyond the Lawful- 
flUer ; our objection is against those 
who profess to be the ministers of 
Christ, occupying so much of their 
time with the law and its bondage, 
the flesh and its corruptions, (which 
every one of the Lord's children 
are, more or less, made well ac- 
quainted with), and devote so little 
to Immanuel, who is the Alpha and 
Omega of our salvation, and this for- 
sooth is called deep preaching ; deep 
enough it is, in one sense, I admit, 
but I forbear. The depths of depra- 
vity and the depths of everlasting 
grace, the law of Moses and the 
law of Christ, the bondage of sin 
and the libeity of the Gospel are 
two very vastly different things. 

(To be continued.) 
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MR. J. B. M»OUEB'S LABOUKS IN 
ENGLAND. 

To THE ChUBCH and CONGREGATION 
WORSHIPPING IN THE BAPTIST ChAPEL, 

Castlereagh, Sydney. 

My Dear Brethren. — Since I wrote 
my last letter to you, in February Earthen 
Vessel, I have been doing business in the 
deep waters of af9.iction. I have been 
brought low, very low ; but the Lord helped 
me, and has now raised xne up. Oh, I do 
feel thankful, unto my ever kind and 
gracious Lord, who did not lay more upon 
me than I was able to bear, and when I felt, 
and sometimes said '^I can't bear it," he 
placed underneath the everlasting arms, 
and thus he sustained me ; and now he has 
raised up the poor bowed down one. More 
than ever do I now desire that I may spend 
and be spent in his service, and particularly 
in Sydney, for the truth's sake, that our 
mouths may be filled with laughter, and 
our tongue with singing, that the heathen 
may see it and say, *^The Lord hath done 
great things for them, the Lord hath done 
great things for us, wnereof we are glad." I 
will copy from my diary that you may see 
that the Lord has not been unmindful of 
me, who himself gave power to the faint, 
and strength unto me, who had no might. 

Saturday 18th, — I left London for Wel- 
lingborough, by the Great Northern train, 
very ill ; doctor told me that I must not 
go, that I ought to be in bed, but our chapel 
debt said I must go! so off I went. I 
arrived at Wellingborough, and proceeded 
by bus (for I was too ill to walk) to the 
bouse of the pastor of the Baptist church, 
brother Bull. Mrs. Bull is a mother in Israel, 
and a pastor's wife in the strict sense of 
the word ; directly that she knew that I 
was ill, poor dear soul, I shall never forget 
her kindness and attention to me, which 
was indeed the means of enabling me to 
go through my heavy work. When Mr. 
Dully knew that I was ill, his carriage was 
sent for me before and after each service ; 
80 that I was indeed cared for, and which 
was a blessing for my poor aching side. I 
preached morning and evening in the 
commodious and very comf citable chapel, 
named the ** tabernacle" which was crowded 
to excess. In the evening many could not 
get in. No one knew that I was ill (only a 
few friends), for I had said nothing about 
it from the pulpit ; as an instance, Mr. and 
Mrs. Pool from Birmingham were present, 
they were very pleased to see me, and glad 
that I was well. Yes ! I was well in my 
soul, and was enabled to speak of the 
glorious honour of his majesty, and of his 
wondrous works. But oh, the thorn in my 
Bide, that dreadful pain all the while that I 



was preaching, I could not have endured it 
but for enabling grace. 

All day on Monday, I was nursed and 
cared for with all the tenderness of real 
Christian affection. My lecture was to- 
come off in the evening, and that was the 
great object of attraction. Oh, how I did 
cry unto the Lord that he would be my 
strength, '*I will strengthen thee," and 
bless the Lord, oh my soul, for he did 
indeed strengthen me. When I commenced 
my lecture the chapel was crowded, the 
people were packed together, and numbers 
could not getin. I commenced with m^ hand 
pressing hard against my aching side. I 
soon warmed up in my subject, when all at 
once the pain moved for the first time for 
eight days, and went to the left kidney; 
then it came back, and again it moved to 
another place. Directly that I found the 
pain had moved for the first time, I felt 
that I could have shouted aloud for joy ; 
and so I did in my soul. I spoke with 
great liberty for two hours and a half right 
off, and the attention of the people was 
riveted throughout the lecture. ^The col- 
lection was made, the amount of which 
was £28 12s. I wept for joy and praised 
my ever gracious Master who had strength- 
ened me with his own strength, and had 
blest my poor labours unto his people, so 
that their hearts were opened to help me, 
which they did willingly and liberally. 

I will make an extract from a letter I 
have received, that you may see that my 
visit to Wellingborough was of God, al^ 
though the doctor said that I must not go. 

"Your visit to Wellingborough will be 
long remembered by some of us ; the word 
of God came with unction and power to 
my soul. In the morning your text was 
one of several that were most precious to 
my soul on the last day of the past year. I 
had indeed felt that 1 had sinned to tho- 
uttermost, and at times filled with fear that 
I was beyond the reach of the uttermost 
grace, but he who is rich in mercy remem- 
bered me in my low estate, and caused his 
face to shine upon me once more, bless his 
dear name. May he in his love and good> 
ness speedily restore you to good health 
again, and prosper your mission here, &c., 
&c And may the Lord long spare your 
life, that you may be a continued blessing 
in his hands to the people of God. God 
bless you," &c. 

Directly after the lecture, Mr. Dully's 
carriage was waiting at the chapel door, by 
which I WAS taken to my lodgings. I had 
a better night than I expected, and was not 
any worse in the morning. " Thy shoes 
shall be iron and brass, and as thy day so 
shall thy strength be." After breakfast, I 
went to see Mr. Drawbridge, Baptist minis- 
ter of BushdeUi and Zoar chapel, Welling- 
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boCDUgh. I think he has been preaching the 
Gospel in those parts for about forty years. 
The last few weeks he has been sofifering 
from a most distressing mental affliction of 
mind; from my experience of persons in 
his condition, 1 very much fear that hewiil 
never preach again. He ought never to be 
left for one moment either night or day. 
How varied and how mvsterious, and often 
distressing are the sufferings that are ex- 
perienced during this mortal life ; but this 
IS our comfort, *^ That no man should be 
moved by these afflictions, for yourselves 
know that ye are appointed thereunto." 

All shall come, and last, and end, 
As shall please our heavenly friend. 

I took my leave of my afflicted lMt>ther, 
and of kind and loving friends, and pro- 
ceeded by train to Baunds, and was met at 
the station by brother Ohilda, the jMistor of 
the Baptist church, who drove me to his 
house, where I remained talking of the king* 
dom of God, and those things which con- 
cerns the Lord Jesus, until it was time to 
commence my lecture. At seven o'clock I 
was taken to the Baptist chapel, I com- 
menced my subject with my lumd as usual 
pressing my aching side. 1 did not intend 
to speak long, but, in consequence of the 
clock that deceived me, for it seemed to go 
just as it pleased, and caused me to speak 
for nearlj^ three hours. For such immense 
labour the collection was not in proportion, 
the amount collected was £1 Ids. 6^ ; but 
the friends say that I must come again, 
when they wiU obtain for me a better col- 
lection. 

I left Baunds next morning, amid snow 
and rain ; arrived in London, very ill ; when 
I called upon the doctor, he told me that he 
did not expect to see me again, for he felt 
sura that I should be laid up in the country. 
He said he would not prescribe for me any 
more, for it was impossible for me ever to 
get well, preaching, lecturing, and travel- 
ling hundreds of miles, as I was doing, and 
the weather so much against me. He was 
sure that there was not another man suffer- 
ing as I was, that would attempt to leave 
his bed. I went to my lodging, and prayed 
unto the Lord to have mercy upon me, and 
that I might not be laid aside from my 
work. 

The next Lord*s-day I was to preach at 
Clapham, I therefore determined that I 
would not go to another doctor until Mon* 
day, that I might not be prevented from 
preaching at Clapham. But on Saturday 
I was worse, and obliged to send for a 
doctor, who having examined me said that 
I was very ill from inflammation of kidneys, 
that I must not preach, if I did he would 
not attend me. I was therefore against my 
will obliged to submit. The friends at 
Clapham were very much disappointed, for 
which I was indeed very sorry. The fol- 
lowing Lord*s-day I was to preach at 
St. Neot's. I was obliged to write and 
inform them that I should not be able to 
be with them, being a prisoner in affliction. 
I appeared to be progressing very favour- 



able until Saturday, doctor gave meper- 
mission to walk out to see brother Wells, 
who was then in this f urnaca of affliction. X 
had not walked far when the pains came on 
^ as bad as ever. On Monday I was obliged 
to have six leeches, which somewhat re- 
lieved me. Directly it was known that I 
was ill, the sympathy that was created 
among the friends at the Surrey Tabernacle 
(I am lodging near the chapel) and others, 
I shall never forget. I think I may sa^ that 
I have never met with such kindness in my 
life ; if I were to particularise the different 
acts of kindness, and visits during my ill- 
ness, it would take two or three pages to 
record the practical sympathy of Christian 
friends. 2u)t getting better, I was obliged 
to disappoint other friends. On the 6th, I 
was to have lectured at Potton, and on. the 
9th and 10th, at Newport Paffnell. To me 
it is a very great trial, not omy in being ill 
and laid aside from my loved work, but in 
the loss of collections in those places on 
behalf of our Sydney cause. My dear 
brethren, when you read these lines, don't 
hang your harp upon the willow, and say, 
there, it is impossible for him to get the 
money that will save our chapel from being 
sold, for in obtaining what he has, ha has 
nearly worked himself to death, don't look 
on the dark side of the cloud, for there is a 
bright one and a smiling face there, trust 
in him, he will deliver us. I am as confi- 
dent as ever, I am sure that the Lord would 
not have done forme what he has, he would 
not have brought me to Ezigland, opened 
doors to preach his precious Gospel, which 
he has blest to many, which is to me a 
token for good. And having given us j£200 
(which is an earnest of the rest) and after 
all this to send me back to Sydney, ashamed, 
which I should be if I returned without 
the money! Cheer up, my friends, our 
fathers trusted in him, Uiey trusted^ ** I will 
not let thee go except thou bless meL though 
he slay me yet will I trust in him,'' and the 
Lord did deliver them ; they cried unto the 
Lord, and were delivered, they trusted in 
him, and were not confounded. My faith 
has been tried to the uttermost, but blessed 
be God it is gold, it has not been consumed 
in the fire, it has not failed, my trust and 
confidence is still in the Lord, that I shall 
in due time, the time appointed by the 
Lord, return to Sydney, a witness of the 
faithfulness of my covenant God. The 
Lord, whose right it is to do as he please, is 
pleased to try his dear children h^ great 
and sore trials. This is a very great trial 
for me to be laid by ill, sixteen thousand 
miles from my dear wife and children, and 
while engaged in a good and very important 
work, but it is all for the best I am sure, 
and this I well know by experience, when 
he tries, he strengthens and upholds by the 
ri^ht hand of his righteousness, so that the 
faith of his children shall never faiL 

But where faith is not riffht, it never can fight. 
The wilderness trials will slay a man quite ; 
But if the Lord's grace a siuier embraoe, 
The wildemesB proveth a UossomiBg piaioe, 
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80111*7 1 be foand whan Walt aboand. 

And leun to walk iteady on wiLdemeM ground. 

All the dealings of the Lord with his own 
dear children are in love, and it is by these 
trials we are kindly weaned, and reminded 
that this is not our rest Oh for grace 
cheerfully to do the will of God, and drink 
the cup, it must be good, 'tis thine ; the 
cup that my Father has given me shall I 
not drink it ? This is the way in which th6 
Lord walks in mercy and love with his 
own beloved ones, even in affliction's storms, 
which he holds in his fists. Through much 
tribulation they must enter the Mngdom. 
They are predestinated to be conformable 
unto Christ in sufferings as well as glory, 
and himself having borne their sorrows 
and carried their griefs, the curse is taken 
out of all the affliction of the predestinated, 
the afflicted ones. It is given unto them on 
the behalf of Christ, not only to believe, 
but also to suffer for his sake, but when 
they pass through the waters, the Lord 
with tnem, the rivers cannot overflow them, 
and through the fires, the flames cannot 
kindle upon thMu. The bush on fire could 
not be consumed, because the Lord was in 
the midst of it ; Shadrach, Meshach, and 
Abednego, were not, and could not be con- 
sumed in the midst of the burning fiery 
furnace, because the Son of God was with 
them. And this is the covenant engage- 
ment and covenant promise of him who 
cannot lie, "I will never leave thee, 
nor forsake thee." But ! oh dear me, what 
a poor weak creature I am, I have at times 
during my illness felt as though the Lord 
hacLforsaken me, and that his loving kind- 
ness was clean gone for ever. Then Satan 
came in like a flood, and threatened to over- 
whelm me, " there you see what you have 
come to England for, viz., to be laid aside 
from your work, anq die sixteen thousand 
miles away from home, from wife and child- 
ren, is this your love for those whom you 
are bound to care for, and whom you ought 
never to have left, and will never see them 
again. Shame or you! And now you 
will be found to be a liar, for you have 
again and again most confidently declared 
that you will be sure to get the money, 
and the chapel in Sydney shall never be 
sold. You will never get it, therefore you 
had better give it up at once, for you will 
never recover from your sickness; and 
every one will soon aiow that your faith 
and confidence was not from God, but only 
that determined self-willed spirit that you 
have. Under the influence and power of 
this dreadful temptation, I could not so 
much as lift up myself; he seemed for a 
season to have possession of me. And it 
appeared to be so true, what he said, until 
I was enabled to say ^^ Bejoice not against 
me^ mine enemy, when I fall I shall arise ; 
when I sit in darkness, the Lord shall be a 
light unto xne." By the power of heart 
ptaj^er I was helped to pour out my com- 
plamt unto the Lord, with strong cries and 
tears, and blessed be my dear and almighty 
^lirerer, he did indeed cast out the enemy, 



and took mo to himtelf my refuge and strong 
toww, when my spirit was overwhelmed 
within me, for he led me to the rock 
that is higher than L Mv soul rejoiced 
and shouted for joy, *^ For thou hast been a 
■belter for me, and a strong tower from the 
enemy." I sang and prayed the spontaneous 
feelings and wants of my soul before God. 

For shelter to the rock I fly, 
O lead me to the rook moat nigh. 
Where waves of sorrow must not rise. 
Although they seemed to rea^h the skiei. 

Oer'whelmed I come, and in distress. 
Dear Jesus, take me to thy breast; 
Mv Rock of ages smote for me, 
Oh I let my soul rejoice in thee. 

Oh I lead and guide my soul I pray, 
And turn my thouffhte and eyes away. 
Beyond the leaoh of Satan^s power, 
Sheltered in Christ my glorious tower. 

Oh I glorious leader Holy Ghost. 
Lead on thy saints through idl tihe host 
Of men and devils in the way, 
To Christ, O lead my soul th^ say. 

With heart o'erwhelmed, to thee I ory, 
Lord Jesus, save me or I die. 
Let thy salvation cheer my heart, 
From Christ the rock I'll ne'er depart. 
Sheltered within thy saving arms, 
I've nought to fbar from sin's alarms, 
Oh I speak the word, Lord, say to me 
Thy rook and shelter I will be. 

Thus Satan is a liar, for I am better, Jeho- 
vah is tru 3, a God of truth without iniquity, 
just and right is he ; and by the grace of 
Gk>d I am the Lord's witness, and will by 
the help of tho Lord, speak of those things 
which 1 have seen and heard. I have seen 
his love in times past ; I have seen that his 
arm is not shortened ; I have seen that he 
always helps the helpless, and that right 
early, never too late. I have seen that his 
ear is not heavy ; he hears and answers the 

foor and needy : I have seen whatever the 
lOrd begins he finishes. 

For what his wisdom undertakes. 
Sternal mercy ne'er forsakes. 

I have seen it on the mount, I have seen it 
in the valley, I have seen it in poverty andl 
in wealth, I have seen it in affliction and in 
health, I have seen it in the bush and in 
the city. I have seen it at home and abroad, 
on the land and upon the sea, that God Is 
faithful, and will not sufifer his people to be 
tempted or tried above that they are able ; 
but will, with the temptation or trial, (hot 
without it^ also make a way of escape, that 
they mav be able to bear It. " Alleluia, for 
the Lord God omnipotent reigneth." '' God 
is faithful by whom ye were called unto 
the fellowship of his son Jesus Christ our 
Lord." " Ko w I beseech you, brethren, by the 
name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that ve all 
speak the same thing, and that there be no 
dii visions among you ; but that ye be perfectly 
joined together in the same mind, and in 
the same judgment," is the constant prayer 
of your brother and companion in tribula- 
tion, and in the kingdom and patience of 
Jesus Christ, 

JOBN BUNYAN M'CUBE. 

P.6. — The above letter I wrote' in faith 
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while I was very iH, confidently belieying 
that the Lord would raise me up, restore 
me to health and to my work. But un- 
belief kept it back for two days, and then 
it lay upon the table to the great joy of my 
termentor. I could not tell for some time on 
which side the victory would turn. " Now 
if you send that letter to the press it will 
go forth to the world, and if you do not 
get better consider what harm you will do 
to the cause of truth, and the stumbling- 
block you will become unto the weak in the 
faith; you had better wait tUl you get 
better before you send it" Thus spake 
my enemy. Oh, you cunning deceiver, a 
great deal you care for the cause of truth! 
and how long is it since you have been so 
very considerate for the weak in the faith ? 
You know that the letter was written in be- 
lieving confidence in the faithfulness ajod 
sufficiency of God, and you want me to 
make it a matter of seeing and feeling, that 
you may triumph over my faith, and say, 
" Where is now your faitll ?" 

My gracious Lord came to my help against 
the mighty, and to my faith he gave the 
victory: the letter was sent off, and the 
devil too. 

Although I had scarcely strength to walk 
yet my mind was impressed that I should 
preach at Bushden. On the following 
Lord's-day I felt that I must go. On Thurs- 
day it appeared impossible, for I could only 
walk as an old man of ninety. On Friday 
I was a little better. Contrary to the ad- 
vice of kind and faithful friends, who 
begged of me not to take such a journey in 
my weak state, I left London on Saturday 
afternoon for Higham Ferrers. After a 
journey of nearly four hours I arrived at 
Irchester station. Brother Brown who is 
one of the deacons of the Baptist Church 
was waiting for me with a conveyance; we 
drove off to Higham Ferrers, and I was most 
kindly received and cared for, although 
I looked very white, so they said. I felt 
none the worse for my journey, for the 
Lord gave me the strength that I needed. 

On Lord's-day (which was the finest day 
I have had since I left Sydney), I was 
taken to the chapel at Bushden, which was 
crowded. I was helped and strengthened 
with all needed might, and preached for 
over one hour (the doctor told me that I 
must not preach longer than the half hour). 
At two o'clock the chapel was packed full 
in every part — on the platform, each of the 
vestries, and crowds went away who could 
not get in. Again the Lord strengthened 
me, and I preached for another hour. I felt 
quite well and happy, the smiling faces and 
tearful eyes cheered me, and had such a 
mighty influence on my mind, I forgot my 
weakness and the doctor's orders: and in 
the strength of the Lord I could sing : 

' Though ten thousand ills beset uiee, 
From without and from within ; 
Jesus saith He'll ne'er forget thee, 
But will save from hell and sin. 

He is faithful 
To perform- His gracious word." 



On Monday evening thero was an im- 
mense number of people who were crowded 
together most uncomfortably, yet they 
listened with great atteiition while I lec- 
tured for two hours and a quarter, concem> 
ing those things I have seen and ex- 
perienced. 

And through the mercy of the Lord, 
when I arrived at my lodgings I was none 
the worse for my work and labour in the 
Baptist Chapel, Bushden. When the dea- 
con, brother Brown, informed me of the 
amount of the collection, £16 7s., I "wu 
astonished and delighted, for my congrega- 
tion were all the Lord's poor. 

I am requested before Heave England to 
visit Bushden again to preach two or three 
farewell sermons, and they will give me 
another collection. I have promised, sub- 
ject to the will of the Lord, to do so. 

On Tuesday I went to Wellingborough, 
saw poor Mr. Drawbridge, who I am very 
sorry to say is no better, and there is little 
or no hope of his recovery. 

Have you ever thanked God for your 
reason ? ought indeed to bo the question 
with us all, and bless the Lord for all his 
benefits toward us. Particularly for pre- 
serving our senses, and enabling us to dis- 
charge the duties of life in a reasonable 
manner. 

I arrived in London a living witness of 
the laithf ulness and lovingkindness of the 
Lord, that God is true and the devil a liar. 

6, Heygate street, 
Walworth road, London. 

THE CHUBCHES IN NOVA SCOTIA. 

TO THE EDITOR OF THB *' EARTHEN 



VESSEL." 

Mt Dear Brother, — Although it is many 
years since I had the pleasure of hearing 
you proclaim the Gospel message in Enon 
Chapel, Chatham, where I have enjoyed 
many precious seasons, yet, as each month 
toUa round, bringing Thb Earthen 
Vessel to our shores, 1 still enjoy the 
privilege of reading the sanae precious 
truths from your pen, and feasting on the 
rich treat there offered. May you be long 
spared to preach and write, and the Vessel 
outride all storms, and bear rich cargoes to 
rejoice the hearts of all readers for long 
years to come. 

Knowing it is your wish to allow no- 
thing but truth on board, I feel assured you 
will pardon my trespassing a little on your 
valuable time by offering a few remarks 
in reference to the contents of a letter on 
page 256 of the August number of the Ves- 
sel, and dated from this place Jure 20th. 

Forgive me, dear brother, if I say that I 
fear you did not exercise your usual good 
judgment when enlisting the aid of the 
Christian public in England to form *' The 
Nova Scotia Free Distribution Fund," 
without first finding out if the facts are as 
stated in that latter. 

The good providence of God sent me to 
this place, where I have resided for more 
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thao eight y«aiB, and cumot say tliat I 
have lonnd it to be a " desolate land ;" on 
the contrary I have enjoyed many precioua 
seasons of refreshing from the Lord. The 
little Ghnroh where I am nriyileged to hold 
a namaand place, in con junction with the 
writer of the letter above referred to, num- 
bers two hundred i^acmbers, and our heaven- 
ly Father is smiling on the labours of our 
much loved pastor, the Bev. J. E. Ooucher, 
by monthly adding to our numbers such as 
we trust will be saved. Our hearts are 
made glad as one after another follows our 
dear Saviour in the way he has marked ont< 
Our house of worship has got far too small, 
we have therefore set our energies to work 
in building a much larger place, and hope 
soon to get it finished. 

Having been connected in some humble 
manner with most of the religious enterpri* 
ses in this provinoe for the past six years, 
I can testify to the ministers of our Baptist 
Churches being for the most part good 
sterling men, who do not shun to declare 
the whole counsel of God, as he hath given 
them abdlity, and without any mixture of 
Arminiamsm; and therefore feel it my duty 
as a member of the same Church, sitting 
nnder the sound of the same servant m 
God, as the good Inaoliher referred to above, 
to state that I cannot agree with him in 
saying, ." We oannot feast on the food we 
get here;'* nor in his. expressed desire of 
"gathering in a number of truth lovers to 
form a Church in this desolate land" 

Far be it from me to suppose brother W. 
has wilfully misrepresented facts in order 
to mislead you as to the spiritual state of 
the people on this side of the Atlantic; 
bat there are statements in the letter which, 
if I read them correctly, are quite inconsis- 
tent with truth ; however, I find my letter 
has already reached to too great a length, 
and will therefore leave it for the present, by 
just appending the statistics taken from the 
minotes of t^e three associations for the 
present year, as follows : 

Ministers. Churches. 
Eastern Association 29 60 

Central „ 29 41 

Western ,, 34 55 



n 



Total 



92 



Baptisms. 
Eastern Association 179 
Central „ 296 

Western „ 169 



156 

Members. 
3,668 
5,199 
7,879 ' 



Total . . 644 16,746 

If agreeable to you* I may at some future 
time jot down a few of the Lord's dealings 
with us in this new dominion, as they may 
be of interest to your numerous readers. 
The Ybssei. can be obtained of Miss Wells, 
of the Bible and Tract Depository in this 
t^ity, in any quantity by ordering in time. 
May grace, mercy, and peace be with you. 
Amen. Yours in Christian fellowship. 
107, Maitland St, George Robins. 
Halifax, Nova Scotia, 1867. 
fWe should be thankful for testimonies 



from Mr. George Bobins, descriptive and 
conclusive, of the experience and faith of 
the ministers and Churches he refers to. 
We sincerely desire to give no tidings 
but what are faithful and true. — £d.J 

DACRE PARK CHAPEL, BLACK- 
HEATH.— The third anniversary of the 
Rev. B. B. Wale's pastorate, was commem- 
momted on Tuesday, February 4tb, when 
a goodly number of friends sat down to an 
excellent tea. A public meeting was oom- 
menced by singing, reading, and prayer, 
brother Baugh, of Islington, invoking the 
Divine blessing. The Pastor, who presi- 
ded, opened the meeting by speaking of 
the Lord's dealings in bringing him to 
Daore Park, and of the great happiness 
and sweet liberty he had experienced in hiR 
work hercj and the heart-folt joy of which 
he was the subject in seeing the Church in 
so happy, peaceful, united, and prosperous 
a condition. Mr. Gwinnell, of ureenwicli, 
then addressed the Church in affectionate 
terms, urging them to hold fast the truth as 
it is in Jesus, and to exemplify the same in 
a closer walk with God. Mr. Boss, of 
Hackney, congratulated the Church on its 
great increase since his first acquaintance 
with it, and then with his usual tact made 
some telling and forcible remarks on the 
scriptural mode of supporting the cause of 
Goi and the ministry, by laying by in store 
weekly. After Mr. Baugh had addressed 
tiie meeting, a purse containing fifty pounds 
was presented to our Pastor by one of the 
deaoons, from the Church and congrega- 
tion, and as a token of their love and es- 
teem and sympathy, and with the earnest 
desire that God would still abundantly 
bless him in his labours, not only in Dacre 
Park, but in the surrounding Churches 
where he was called to declare the truth. 
Our esteemed Pastor having acknowledged 
with deep feeling the testimonial thus pre- 
sented to him, Mr. Silverton, of Trinity 
Chapel, Borough, addressed the audience 
briefly, and then this very happy and 
united meeting closed with singing and 
prayer. To God be all the praise. 

w . Jt . 

BERM0ND8EY.— Ebbnezkr Ohapet., 
Webb Street, New Road. The seventh 
annual meeting of the Sunday school, in 
connection with this place was held on 
Tuesday, Feb. 11th. Our esteemed and 
venerable brother Thos. Pooook, Esq., 
occupied the chair; Mr. Steed implored 
the divine blessing on the meeting, after 
which the secretary read the report, from 
which it appeared that though the chapel 
and school had through the year past, gone 
through the trying ordeal of the lose of arain- 
ister, yetthatboth had come through the trial 
with comparatively little hurt, only about 
ten or twelve members having left the 
chapel. The committee of the school 
earnestly wished their late pastor "God 
speed " in his new sphere of labour, while 
they regretted the falUng off in the church, 
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which appeand to be the Loitl's hand in 
causing his remoTaL The superintendent 
of the school had been unanimously asked 
by the church to supply the pulpit for the 
second three (months which he was now 
doing (as the report expressed it) without 
money and without prica The school still 
continued to prosper, several pleasing in- 
cidents being given in the report ; to bear 
this out, the treasurer held a balance of 
about j£5| which b^ the collection of the 
evening was raised to over jCll. 
Unity, peace, and harmony reigned 
among the teachers, the school had more 
scholus than it would conveniently hold, 
and as many teachers as classes could be 
found for. The report was altogether of 
a most pleasing character and promised 
well for the future prosperity of the school. 
Mr. Thoe. Stringer, of stepney, in a speech 
overflowing with zeal and humour, moved 
its adoption, which Mr. G. W. BanlcB 
seconded in a warm hearted speech, shew- 
ing that God had given him his first seal 
to his work within the walls of a Sunday 
school. Our highly esteemed friend and 
brother, Mr. Wm. Gaunt, followed with a. 
hearty address on the moralizing effects of 
Sunday schools ; while our respected late 
member, Mr. Thos. Steed, followed in the 
same strain. Mr. R A. Lawrence made a 
few remarks on Sunday school work, and 
in doing so passed a graceful tribute of 
respect to the faithfulness of our late minis- 
ter, and conduded by moving a hearty vote 
of thanks to our respected chairman, which 
being seconded by Mr. W. Gaunt, was 
carried unanimously, every one (at brother 
Gaunt's suggestion) holding up two hands 
instead of one. After a few remarks from 
our good deacon and clerk, brother Stringer 
numbering one or two remarkable ways in 
which God had blessed his word through 
our young brother Lawrence's instrumen- 
tality a truly happy meeting was brought 
to a close. The children sang several 
pieces in Ihe course of the evening which 
seemed much appreciated, the chairman 
made several weighty remarks, the chapel 
was well filled, (being the largest attend- 
ance we have ever had on behalf of the 
school) and all seemed to promise well for 
happy, bright, and prosperous days at. 
Ebenezer. A Membeb. 

STJTTON, ISLE OF ELY. — Five 
corpses were lying in our little village on 
Lord's-day, Feb. 16th ; four of them aged 
females ; one was our dear sister Mrs. Many 
Guuton, the beloved wife of our aged 
deacon for more than half a century, who 
died Friday, Feb. 14th aged seventy-five 
years. She was a real lover of the truth : 
and lived and died firm in the faith of 
Ghrist, having been a member of the church 
for nearly fifty-four years. Here was a rare 
instance of undying attachment of husband 
and wife, apparent to everybody who came 
in contact with them; they were like two 
turtle-doves, they had but one heart and 
one voice. Her husband said to me this 









morning, **We never had a quarrel in all 
our lives, a kinder-hearted creature never 
could be ; I believe she would have laid 
down her life for me.'* This is indeed the 
fact, and without saying more at present. I 
will just state that she actually became a 
martyr to herf ond affection for her husband. 
He was taken very ill on Feb. 1st, but on 
the6th, he was so much worse, as to require 
watching and attending night and dav. 
Though she had assistance, and might 
have had to any extent, yet against all 
our protests, she must attend, she 
must do all for him, which she carried 
out five days nights, till at last she 
assented to leave him, and go to bed in 
another room. She never saw him again, 
the next day she was delirious, and though 
after she became sensible, yet in four days 
and four nights from her leaving him, she 
breathed a last and long farewell to alL 
leaving her loved husband helpleas on a 
bed of affliction, and we fear hopeless of 
permanent recovery. She leaves a fond 
sister near her own age, and other relations 
to mourn her loss. The last Sabbath she 
was at the house of Qod^ I preached from 
Isaiah Ix. 11, ^ Therefore, thy gates shall 
be open continually ; they shall not be shut 
day nor night.*' She had such a blessed 
time, she wept for joy continually whilst 
referring to tiiat precious sermon; little 
did she surmise then tiiey ware opening to 
receive her so soon. 
Feb. 17th. K 0. Edwabds. 

SPEAKING THE TBUTH IN LOVE. 

Deab Brothkr Bakkb,— Although I 
have been a reader of The Earthen ves- 
sel some years, I have never before sought 
the favour of a place in its columns, for I 
am rather inclined to be retiring, *^ little and 
unknown ;" but when one's toes are trodden 
so sharply, like the poor worm that turns 
in self-defence, when the foot comes upon 
it, I ask some comer in the Vessel, to cor- 
rect a misrepresentation, such as truth and 
righteousness to myself, and the Ghurcn of 
God, render imperative. A few weeks ago 
I was invited to preach at a place in 
Gloucestershire, but before I reacMied the 

{)lace, a gentleman, and a minister too, on 
caving the place, represented me to be a 
Fullerite, an Open Gommunionist, and com- 
ing to the place under false colours, although 
we were entire strangers to each other. I 
need not ask your opinion of such conduct, 
but as the whole statement was base and 
fabulous, I may say that there was no re- 
sard to the teaching of the Holy Spirit, in 
tfames iv. 11, *^ Speak not evil one of another 
brethren," etc. Of all men, ministers should 
be the last to speak evil one of another. 
While I feel ** In my flesh dwelleth no good 
thing," and that '' I am the least of all 
saints," still, I do not feel I shoxdd be justi- 
fied in suffering false reports to be circulated, 
damaging, not only to myself, but the cause 
of truth. While 1 remember what is en- 
joined upon saints, 1 Thess. v. 15, ** See 
that none render evil for evO," I cannot but 
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think if the man is a B<m, he will be dealt 
with as a son ; bnt if a baatard, he may be 
let alone. At the proper time Gk>d may 
say to him, ^'Shonldest then not have 
compassion on thy fellow-servant, as I had 
pity on thee ? and his Lord was wroth and 
aeuveredhim to the tormentors.'* Suffer 
me to say I am not a Fnllerite, neither have 
I any smpathy with his opinions. Permit 
me also to say, I am decidedly a Strict 
Commnnionist, as the following will show. 
A dear relative of mine, a subject of qnick- 
ening grace, an Independent, often ex- 
pressed a wish to oommnne with ns, but I 
have sternly refused. Again, the flnt 
chnrcb meetmg I attended here^ nearly six 
years ago, I proposed the folio win g resolution 
" that no person not baptized on a profession 
of faith be admitted to the Lord's table," 
this resolution was carried by a majority. I 
may further refer vou to Mr. W. Norton, who 
foTight so nobly in the cause, in the Nor- 
wich case, who, for some time attended my 
ministry. For twenty vears, I was an In- 
dependent, of Mr. Huntmgton'soast, before 
I saw the fallacy of infant sprinkling. Ten 
years ago, God brought me into the light, 
andto the obedience of it I have made no 
sthr to get myself known, but like the snaQ 
am creeping along toward the ark which 
will not be closed till I am in, and all the 
redeemed. The covenant of grace is an 
eternal covenant, and when the last diosen 
blood-bought gracious soul is home, the 
Conqueror will again say, *^ It is finished." 
—I am, yours truly, J. Kiddlb. 

Oreat EUingham, Jan. 15, 1868. 

DORSET S QUAKE. — Mount Zion 
Chapel Sunday Schools, Hill Street. 
On Thursday evening, Feb. 13th, brother 
Hawkins met the elder scholors of these 
schools, and held a kind of catechetical 
service with them commanding in a very 
pleasing manner their attention for nearly 
two hours; the subject for the evening 
being the Gospel church : comprising, its 
divine ordination and authority; its con- 
stitntedmembers, and theirnecessary qualifi- 
cations; its officers, with their approved cre- 
dentials, its ordinances, and observances, 
according to New Testament order, in their 
variety and harmony, and its holy and 
bappy fellowship, and unity. The whole 
being supported by very appropriate scrip- 
tures, in the quoUttion of which, many of 
the children snowed an aptitude and pro- 
ficiency, as well as an interest, which was 
pleasing, and we trust proiitable to many 
of the listeners. It occurred to us that these 
Bervices might be multiplied over this 
highly favoured land, to the exceeding 
great advantage of the numerous schools 
in connection with the Strict Baptist cause, 
and that our good brother possessed in no 
ordinary degree the very neoeseary qualifi- 
cations for such work; and that it was 
worth an effort on the part of the lovers of 
tmth in some systeniatio way to try to 
engage him for such a laudaole purpose. 
Should others feel as we do on this subject, 



Deacons. 



and be ready to help, we should be glad to 
hear of their willing response. 
Wh. Uolkbb. 
Benjamin Buckle. 
John Oumminqs. 

0. WnJBQN. 

Edwabd Hasbis. 

BlOHABD BOBBINa. 

John Knioht Tinson. fiuperint^dent. 

IPSWIOH— ZoAR Ohapbl. Bear Mr. 
Editor,— Mr. Samuel Willis, late of Clare, 
has been supplying this pulpit, for the past 
seven months, and has accepted a unani- 
mous invitation to take the pastorate com- 
mencing January 1st On Lord's-day Jan. 

6th, Mr. W , was privileged to baptize 

three believers, and a happy day it was. I 

am glad to say Mr. W ^ is not ashamed 

to speak out boldly the truth as it is in 
Jesus ; and while there are some in Ipswich 
who with all the wisdom they have, try to 
make the people believe that infants are 
the subjects, and sprinkling is the mode 
warranted by the New Testament, Mr. 
Willis declared that believers in the Lord 
Jesus Christ are the only persons who have 
a right to be baptized, and that immersion 
is the only Scriptural mode. Many rejoiced 
to witness the baptistry opened again, and I 
am happy to sav many are enquiring the 
way to Zion with their face thitherwards. 
The friends atZoar feel grateful to the great 
Head of the church for directing the steps of 

Mr.W toZoar. Our prayer-meetings are 

well attended, and the presence of tl^e Lord 
manifested amongst us, and the heart-stir- 
ring ministnr of Mr. W is much ap- 
preciated. That he may still go on proclaim- 
mg the precious Gospel and extolling the 
Triune Jehovah, Father, Son, and Spirit 
whom he so delighteth to honour is the 
prayer of yours in Jesus. 

One who was pbbsemt. 



STEPNEY.— On Sunday, Feb. 16th^ 
special services were holden in Cave 
Adullam, when Mr. Webster, the pastor, 
and Mr. B. B. Wale, of Blackheath, preached 
sermons edifying and profitable to many 
assembled. Mr. Wale supplied the place 
of Mr. James Wells, who was announced, 
but his recent illness prevented his fulfil- 
ling his engagement at the Cave ; although 
we are happy to announce he is fast re- 
covering ; and, to the great joy of his 
numerous congregation, has agam occupied 
his own pulpit. His experience in the 
depth of his illness is given in "Cheer- 
ing Words^* for March. Mr. Webster 
has also been very ilL The teacheaas 
of the Sunday school held ths^r first 
quarterly tea meeting since its re- 
opening on Tuesday, Feb. 4th, and 
though it was not made public in any way, 
the vestries were crowded with friends 
anxious to take tea with us. Our worthy 
pastor, Mr J. Webster, though still suffer^ 
ing from his recent illness occupied the 
chair; speeches were deUvered by the 
pastor, superintendent and otiiera, hymns 
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and pieces being snng at intervals dnring the 
erening. The school has greatly increased 
since its reopening ; we have un the books 
upwards of 100 children, and fourteen 
teachers, working in peace and love, and 
their desire is that the Lord may send his 
Holy Spirit down, and with success their 
efifdrts crown. A vote of thanks was passed 
to the chairman and the meeting (one of 
the best for some time held) was closed 
with prayer. H. Freeborn, Superintend- 
ent J. E. Moore, Secretary, 31, Bichard 
fltreet, Stepney, E. 



BETHNAL GREEN EVANGELICAL 
SUNDAY SCHOOLS. 

Our second anniversary was held in 
Squirries street chapel, Tuesday, Jan. 7th, 
The bills announced two sermons ; in the 
afternoon by J. Cartwright, and C. W. 
Banks, the president of the school. As 
Mr. Banks could not come, Mr. Wall, of 
Gravesend, delivered an appropriate dis- 
course. Between sixty and seventy friends 
took tea ; all was cheerfulness. Although 
the weather was most inclement, a goodly 
company was present at the evening ser- 
vice, prayer was offered by Mr. Warren, of 
New Cross ; T. Pickworth, Esq., who 
should have taken the chair, was unavoid- 
ably absent, but very kindly sent a letter 
and two guineas for the school ; unfortu- 
nately the letter did not reach the superin- 
tendent in time to be read at the meeting. 
Mr. Wall, of Gravesend, presided; and 
gave a very encouraging address to the 
teachers and friends. The secretary read 
the report. The number on the school 
register at the present time is 158 scholars, 
who are instructed by a band of eight 
teachers, three males, including the super- 
intendent, and five females. The nuniber 
of children that have been admitted since 
the school conunenced Nov. 1865, is 296 ; 
many of whom are with us now. In March 
of last year, the children were rewarded 
for regular attendance during the year. 
Through the kindness and liberality of T. 
Pickworth, Esq., at our last meeting we 
were enabled to take 100 of the children to 
a beautiful part in Beckenham, Kent, known 
as Eden Park, the estate of J. Chichester, 
Esq., who kindly granted the use of it. 
The teachers meet for special prayer every 
fourth Sunday in the month. Although 
the number of teachers is small compared 
with the scholars yet we would thank God 
and take courage, adopting for our motto, 
this year ^^ I wiU go in the strength of the 
Lord." 

" God bless our Sabbath School," 

l)eing sung to the tune of the national an- 
them, and the benediction pronounced, one 
-oi the happiest and most profitable meet- 
ings ever held in Squirries street was 
I)rought to a close. 

One who was there. 

OKAVESEND.— Zoar Chapel. The 



Lord is still blessing the labonrsof his ser- 
vant, Mr. WalL On Sunday morning, 
February 2nd, he led three into the waters- 
grave; and in the afternoon he received 
two out of the three into Church fellowship. 
Our Pastor is not only blessing the aged, 
but the young also. The sister we received 
in was quite young ; as for the one not re- 
ceived he was so blessed by the prayer 
meeting on the Friday before that he felt 
as though he must be baptised ; but we hope 
to receive him on the first Sunday in 
March. We do hope and believe the Lord 
is doing something for little Zoar. We 
have sittings enquired for every week, and 
do not know where Hb find them. 

A Young One. 

PROTESTANTISM WAKING UP. 

A GENTLEMAN Sending for one of the 
plates, representing "the burning of 
Latimer and Bidley," gives us the follow- 
ing note : 

Your "body" is doing much good in ex- 
posing Borne. I am one of twelve young 
men employed in one office. We all stand 
connected with different persuasions, 
Church, Wesleyans, Independents, and Be- 
formers. We nave the Standard^ Vessel, 
StDord and Trowel^ and I must say the 
articles therein upon Popery have aroused 
us all. I think your accusations against us 
of being apathetic and indifferent are 
rather extreme at times, I can tell 
you this question is being more looked 
into than editors seem to imagine. 
We mean to have some petitions for the 
Commons next sitting, and if you tiiink our 
liberties are going to be lost without a 
struggle you will be deceived. Keep on. 
Your magazines are read where you never 
even dream they penetrate. 

[This note encourages us to say a word 
respecting the plate of Latimer and Bidley. 
In these days of lecturing, we simply ask, 
would not a good lecture expository of all 
the persons represented in this plate, he 
useful in schools? We believe it would. 
The appearance of the martyrs approaching 
the stake, and the features and faces of 
Bomish prelates, and a host of their hire- 
lings, well pointed out, and described, would 
fire many a little soul with zeal against the 
horrors of the papacy. EVery Protestant 
should pUce this plate in his house where 
all might see it, who dwell with him.] 

IPSWICH. — A correspondent writing 
under date of Feb. 4th, says:— Mr. Poock 
had rather a severe attack last week, but 
was just able to preach on Sunday last, but 
looked sadly. 

Death. — The excellent wife of Mr. W. 
Sack, (a preacher well-known in many 
churches,) has recently been called home. 
She was, for many years, a decided believer 
in Jesus, and a lover of His own Gospel 
Our brother is well supported under &!• 
bereavement. 



Ill % C|ttrrJ 0f itiglattbrt ^^ M d |t, 

[WBITTEN EXPRESSLY FOE " THE EABTHEN VESSEL."] 

Mr. Banks, Mr dear Sir, — With your permission, I have taken up 
my pen for the purpose of writing you a little of the Lord's dealings 
with me. 

It was my intention to write only of the time I was a member of 
the Church of England ; but I find on looking back, circumstances 
comiected with my religious experience, so linked together, that it 
seems necessary to begin where I received my first serious impressions. 
Much, very much could I write of the goodness and long-sufiering of 
my Heavenly Father, manifested toward His wayward child. I see 
much to favour the hope that I have always been an object of His 
special love. One of those " other sheep " whom He has condescended 
to bring into His fold. But if I were to write details, it would make 
my communications too long and tedious. I will therefore be as brief as 
lean. 

I was bom of religious parents at Henley-upon-Thames, Oxford- 
shire, Apnl 19th, 1817. There is a large Independent cause in that 
town, of which my &ther was a member. At a very early age I was 
sent to the Sabbath school in connection with that place of worship. 
There, at the age of about ten years, I received the first arrow of con- 
viction into my heart, which did not escape the notice of my anxious 
friends and instructors. I was watched over with tender solicitude by 
minister, deacons, and teachers. Still I remained in an undecided state, 
although " the Spirit had moved upon the face of the waters," Grod had 
not yet said, " Let there be light." 

In 1832, Dr. A. Nettleton, of America, paid a visit to Henley, and 
preached several times, and under his preaching I became more deeply 
convinced of my sin and danger, and was, in consequence, very much 
distressed. I dare not go to sleep at night, lest I should die before I 
had obtained the pardon of my sins. One' of his sermons I have great 
cause to remember with gratitude. It was from Col. iii, first three 
verses ; I remember I wept bitterly, while he spoke of the vanity of the 
wor]d, and I think I can see the countenance of the dear aged and 
venerable servant of God, as plainly as though it was but yesterday, as he 
very touchingly quoted some lines, — 

I tried each eaiiUy charm, 

In pleasure's haunts I strayed, 
I sought its soothing balm, 

I asked the world its aid. 
But ah ! no balm it had 

To heal a wounded breast; 
And I, forlorn and sad, 

Must seek another rest ; 
My days of happiness are gone, 

And I am left to weep alone. 

The third verse, ** For ye are dead, and your life is hid with Christ 
in (Jod," led him to speak of the safety of God's people, &c., and from 
that time I felt a more earnest longing after Christ, and I began to see 

H 
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that my own efforts were of no avail, and that however I was invited 
to come to Christ, I could not come, until God the Holy Spirit gave me 
the power. No one had ever worked harder, or with more patience than 
I had, to work out a righteousness of my own, and many a sharp stroke 
of the rod have I had to receive before I was convinced that I could do 
nothing to merit the favour of Grod. My mind seems to have been 
exercised in reference to my interOTtdn the covenant of grace, from the 
time I heard the b^ore-mentioned sermon, my ideas about election, 
God's sovereignty, &g., were very confused, and as I was not amongst 
" Free grace" people, T had no one to whom I could look for insl^nctioD) 
but the Spirit of God was at work, and while thinking ovor years that 
are past, I can see more clearly now than I did then, how the hand of 
the Lprd was leading me- on step by step by circumstances wfaioh 
would appear frivolous, and unworthy of notice to many, but ito> 
me it is most interesting to traee the leadings of Providence, and tlnnk 
how very gvadually my mind was opened to receive the substantial and 
wholesome truths of the Gospel, and to feel that however rough and 
thorny my path is, however I may be bnffetted by the enemy, of souls, I 
am safe in the hands of a faithful God, safe because He is bound by His 
own wcH*d, and that word cannot fail until He ceases to be God. 

But I have had to learn my* lessons of Christian experience in the 
school of affliction. In 1 837, I lost my invaluable mother, whose case 
proved to me that little faith is as safe in the Lord's hands as strong 
faith. Her timidity seems to have prevented her from making a pubtic 
profession of religion, but she save us reason to hope that she was<B 
Christian indeed. In her we saw religion in its lovelilrt form ; she h«I 
a "meek and quiet spirit, which is in the sight of God of great price.'' 
She did not seem to enjoy the spirit of assurance until a short time 
before her death. My father was one night conversing with her, longbf^ 
to hear something that would assure him of hec safety for eternity, when 
to his unspeakable joy she exclaimed, " I will cast, myself at the foot of 
the cross, and if I perish I will perish there/' From that time she seems 
to have enjoyed peace, but her words were very few ; she died with th» 
prayer of Stephen on her lips, " Lord Jesus, receive my spirit." Soob 
after this I joined a Particular Baptist cause at Henley^ which caused 
me much uneasiness after, for young, and ine^erienced as I was, I was 
led into it without sufficiently counting the cost. Would to God I whs 
the only one, but there are many in the present day, (we see it in our 
own village) who unite themselves to a church with far different motives 
than the glory of God. After I had joined the church, I soon found that 
the minister was a man-pleaser, and when he found the people did not like 
free grace doctrines he did not preach them ; but the cause was not of 
God, and therefore it came to nought. The next few years I spent in 
London, and fain would I forget them for ever, for they were years of 
deep sorrow and suffering, such as I would hope but few experience. 
Still, I must not altogether pass them over, for He who had said, 
" I will be with thee, and keep thee in all places whither thou goest," 
was as good as His word, and saved me from many a snare thafc 
was laid for my feet. And during a long season of darkness and 
distress. He still upheld me, and of this I am assured, that a particular 
providence was watching over me and directing me. He had chosen 
me in the furnace of affliction,- but I am convinced it w&s quite necessary, 
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for I had a prond heart, and I have a prond heart still, and I believe it 
is quite needful I should he kept very low. Some of my sweetest 'lessons 
have been learned in the valley of humiliation. 

After spending some few years in London, in hope of bettering my 
condition, I removed to Mai'ket Basen, Lincolnshire. There fresh trials 
awaited me ; I had not been there long before I received a letter, inform- 
ing me of the unexpected death of one of my sisters. She suddenly 
lost her reason, was taken to a London hospital, and died the third day, 
raving mad. She was a beautiful girl, eighteen years of age, a 
special favourite, and I had not seen her for several years. The shock 
this sad news produced was too much for my weak frame, I fell ill and 
was confined to my bed, as near as I <5an remember, sixteen weeks. My 
sufferings at this time were intense ; a stranger in a strange land, not a 
single Mend to speak a word of spiritual comfort, or try to direct my 
mind upward. I thought, what will become of me ? I could not realize 
then, that my heavenly Father was trying me as gold is tried ; that He 
was sitting as a refiner to remove the dross, and watching for Has own 
image in His afflicted child. The extreme weakness of my body so 
clogged my soul, that I sank down into a fearful state of despair; 
death stood ready, as though impatient for his victim, but even death, 
must wait the command of God, before he can strike the blow. In 
1846, I married, and removed to Spalding, where I was again laid by 
with a long and dangerous illness ; here my heart was again drawn out 
after God ; I seemed to behold the hand of a particular providence 
stretched over me. I was enabled to bear calmly the most intense 
anguish. The support I experienced I was sure could come only from God, 
still my mind was comparatively dark, religion was at a very low ebb ; 
Satan persuaded me that it was impossible to serve God while surrounded 
with so many trials and difficulties. The truth of the matter was, there 
had not been a thorough coming out from the world, I had not laid 
aside " every weight ;" for a time, I believe Satan led me captive at his 
will. 

From Spalding we removed to Pinchbeck, where I had a little 
relief from suffering for a few months, but soon relapsed into my 
former state. What a rebellious child must I have been to require so 
much to humble me ! For two years my bodily afflictions were fearful, 
and I began to feel that I must either lose my life or my reason ; the 
doctor pronounced my case to be hopeless, and himself requested the 
clerg3rman of the parish to visit me. Mistaken kindness ! of what use is 
a minister in the last extremity? If there is not an understanding 
between God and the soul before, then farewell to hope. The minister 
came, but in vain for me, to all appearance my eyes were closed in death. 
My friends were watching, scarcely knowing whether the spirit had fled 
or not ; no ! the spirit had not fled, for the work of grace was not 
complete. 

After a time^ I partially recovered my strength, and removed to 
Billingboro', where better days began to dawn, but of this I will write 
in my next, with a few particulars in relation to my union with the 
Church of England. I have written much more in reference to my 
bodily sufferings than I like. It is not the sympathy of friends I wish 
for, but to magnify the distinguishing mercy and grace of God, for I 
feel so convinced that all these • afflictions were the Lord's way of 
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opening and preparing my heart to receive the solid and substantial 

truths of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. And strange to say that during 

all my illness, I had always sufficient faith to believe that the Lord 

would not take me out of the world in an unprepared state. And 

when I knew the doctor had said I could not survive, I could not bring. 

my mind to believe that it was really so. I had always an in^pression 

that my Heavenly Father would, some time or other, shine mto my 

soul. 

" Though my oup was mixed with gall, 
Something secret sweetened all." 

I was always inclined to the doctrines of ** Free grace," but I never 

heard or read anything about it, only from my Bible ; and if ever I took 

up my Bible to read, JL was sure to turn to the epistle to the Komans. 

I have dwelt upon the ninth chapter until my little strength was quite 

exhausted, and lost in wonder I have closed my Bible exclaiming, "O 

the depth of the riches, both of the wisdom and knowledge of Grod ! 

how unsearchable are His judgments, and His ways past finding out." 

When I look back upon these seasons, I am filled with wonder at the 

long-suffering of God, and with intense gratitude for His loving-kindness, 

for though my cup of life has been mixed with the bitterest ingredients, 

mercy was mingled with it, and none have more cause than I have to 

say, " It is good for me that I have been afilicted.*' The natural pride 

of my heart proves to me that it has all been needful, and every stroke 

of His rod has proved Him to be a loving and merciful Father^ because 

it has been the means of drawing me into close communion and fellowship 

with Him. I would not for all the so-called happiness and pleasure of 

the world, forego one of those sweet seasons, such as I have enjoyed 

when I have been permitted, as it were, to creep into His very bosom, 

and while He has been listening to the overflowings of a heart bursting 

with grief, He l^as breathed into it words of love and comfort, and I 

have left the throne of grace exclaiming with Watts, 

"". If such the sweetness of the stream, 
' What must the fountain be ?" 

At that fountain of everlasting bliss I hope one day to drink ; in the 
presence of that Saviour I love, I hope for ever to dwell; for I disclaim 
all merit of my own. I trust only in the finished work of Jesus ; 
through His merits I hope to stand perfect and complete at the last, 
wrapped up in the robe of His righteousness. To His praise will I for 
ever sing the song of Moses and the Lamb. 

Billingboro'. Marie. 



" I mean nothing by imputation, but what is included by acceptance 
which themselves grant. When a surety's payment is accepted on be- 
half of the debtor, it h imputed to him. If Paul had paid what was 
owing to Philemon, or satisfied for the injuries done by his servant 
Onesimus, Philemon's acceptance of that payment or satisflEu^tion on be- 
half of Onesimus would have been the imputation of it to him ; for 
imputation here is nothing else but the accepting of what another doth 
for us, instead of what we should have done ourselves. I showed this 
before by instances in suck things whereby the satisfaction of Christ is 
held forth in Scripture, and gave you a plain text, where imputing and 
accepting are terms of the same import." 



« 
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'(^un^iial 0f th^ kiii gin Jtrhn Wi^&Ui 

PASTOR OF THE STRICT BAPTIST CHURC.H, 

Cave Adullam, Old Road, STEPisrEY. 
WHICH TOOK PLACE ON TUESDAY, MAKCH 2nd, 1868. 



TO THE EDITOR OF "THE EARTHEN VESSEL." 

Bear Sir, — I shall deem it a favour if you will give in The Earthen 
Vessel the following particulars of the above solemn event, connected 
with a few remarks in reference to the Cave during the past, and the 
leadings of God in- providence towards us : and this was suggested to me 
when I entered the chapel in the mournful procession : the chapel was 
filled to overflowing with friends, members, and hearers. I could not help 
looking back at the past when Mr. Allen — fourteen years ago — was, in 
like-manner, carried in, in the presence of a like mass of people ; but he has 
long gone to rest, and many of the people then present have passed 
away from this world, while others have been removed in providence : 
But the dear old Cave still stands ; the same glorious truths as were 
preached then, are still proclaimed ; precious souls have been, and still are, 
being gathered in by Divine grace ; many also have been ripened for 
glory ! and are now singing the high praises of heaven before the throne 
of God and of the Lamb ; among whom I firmly believe will be found 
at the last great day dear George Way, who faithfully served his day 
and generation of whom I have had good report ; dear WiUiam Allen, 
who for eighteen years was favoured by our covenant God in establishing 
the faitla of the pilgrims of Zion (and who was the instrument 
employed by the Lord in first awakening, and afterwards bringing into 
Gospel liberty the writer of these few remarks ; and who deemed it the 
greatest honour ever conferred upon such a poor mortal worm to follow 
the Lord in that much-despised ordinance, believers' baptism). And, 
lastly, our late dear and much-respected pastor, John Webster. There are 
still one or two left in the Church who have sat under, and can bear 
testimony to the truths preached by each of these faithful servants of 
God. Troubles^ trials, bereavements, and separations from loved friends 
must take place here below ; but no separation above. 

Our late pastor came among us about six years ago, on a six months' 
probation ; he was then heard to profit by many, and was unanimously 
received as pastor of the Church. Since that time many have been 
baptised by him, and received into Church fellowship; some of 
them in that short period have been removed by death to a better land ; 
of a few others we can only say, where are they ? but many are with us 
still, as helpers in the faith by their presence, their prayers, and their 
means. 

A little over twelve months ago our late pastor lost by death 
the beloved partner of his joys and sorrows ; and, doubtless, he felt then 
it was but the warning note sounding, " the time of departure must 
soon come, saying, Arise and depart, for this is not thy rest." 

On Wednesday night, ten o'clock, Feb 26th, the writer saw him for 
the last time, but he was too low and weak to recognise any one, but the 
writer believes he was happy in the Lord : all that might have been out 
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of square made square by the blood of Jesus ; and the truth of His 
word realised that ** at eventide it shall be light." His immortal Spirit 
took its flight to eternal rest flffceen minutes past twelve on the morning 
of Thursday, February 27th, 1868. 

It was arranged by those who had the management of the funeral 
that it should take place on the following Monday, March 2nd ; and on 
that day about one o'clock the mournful procession left the residence of 
our late pastor ; Mr. C. W. Banks and Mr. Stringer walking before, and 
the personal friends of the deceased, with the deacons of the Church, 
following on its way to the Old Cave ; and there under the shadow of 
that pulpit, in which for the last six years he had dispensed the word of 
life his mortal remains were placed. 

Mr. Stringer commenced the service by reading the third hymn, 
second book. Dr. Watts, in that Arm, decided tone so usual to him, as 
hymns ought always to be read in public worship ; C. W. Banks then 
read I. Thessalonians, second chapter, and engaged in prayer; both 
reading and prayer was solemn, impressive, and very suited to the 
occasion, as well as comforting to the Church in its present bereaved 
and trying circumstances. Mr. James Wells gave the address, taking 
for the ground- work, Matthew xxv. 23, explaining who was a good man, 
how he became so, and the certain results — faithfulness to his Lord and 
Master, limit of knowledge on earth indicated " over a few things," the 
development of a full understanding in another world "ruler over 
many things;" and, lastly, the completeness and satisfaction of the soul 
to all eternity, "enter thou into the joy of thy Lord." One remark- 1 
must not omit in reference to the last clause, the phrase was so homely, 
and the thought may prove comforting to many of the Lord's people 
who may be travelling ujuder the shadow of death and fearing that last 
enemy. Mr. Wells said the separation of the soul from the body at the hour 
of death would be but the soul saying to the body, '^good night," and 
the body saying to the soul, "good night." Then, at the resurrection 
the body would rise and meet the sou), and say, "good moi'ning," and the 
soul would say to the body, " good morning " — ^at that glorions re-union, 
when the body sown a vile, a corruptible, a mortal, now raised a glorious, 
incorruptible, immortal body, to be united with the soul, and made 
perfectly happy in the presence of our Lord for ever and ever. Mr. 
Lodge then read that sweet hymn of John Kent's, 1025th Denham's 
Selection, and Mr. Wells gave a short prayer with the benediction. 

The body was then conveyed to Ilford Cemetery, a quiet and 
beautiful resting-place for the dead. About 200 friends went down by 
various conveyances, and met the mournful cortege on its arival at the 
cemetery gates, and while surrounding the grave, the mortal remains of 
our late dear pastor were committed to the silent tomb to await the 
general resurrection. Mr. Stringer made a solemn appeal over the grave 
to the living, the ground- work of his address was a believer, and what consti- 
tuted a believer in Christ, in the great fundamental truths of the Gospel. 
The address occupied about twenty minutes, when the benediction was 
given, and the friends quietly retired. It had been arranged to sing a 
hymn over the grave, but the wind blew too cold to prolong the servic 
and it was therefore dispensed with. 

[fbom another oob&ssfondent.] 
All that remained in this world of our departed friend, Mr. John 
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Webster, was, on Monday, March 2nd, 1868, earried in the most solemn 

and truly becoming manner from his residence in Wilson-street, to the 

OhapeL The venerable Mr. Bowers (brother to the late Mr. Webster), 

two of Mr. Bowers' sons; deacons Abbott, Beckett, and Eybbb; Mr. 

, Lodge, Dr. Hawker, <fec., followed. When the coffin was placed on the 

stand in front of the pulpit, Mr. Stnnger read, and the congregation 

sung, 

"Why should we moum dfip«ted MendB," Ac. 

€. W. Banks then read the secoayd chapter of St. PauFs First Epistle to 
the Thessalonians, observing that that chapter very fully expressed the 
character and spirit of the brother whose mortal remains they were 
about to convey to the tomb; he earnestly prayed for the Lord's 
presence, and blessing, and guidfoiee'to rest upon the deacons, the 
Ohurch, the ministers who might come to occupy the now vacant pulpit, 
and for those brethren who were about to addieiss them on that solemn 
occasion. After this, Mr. James Wells delivered a truly appropriate, 
^diffing, and comforting address from the words, ^^ Well done, good and 
faithful servant, thou hast been faithful over a- few things, I will make 
tiiee- ruler over many things, enter thou- into the joy of thy Lord." The 
character of the Christian minister, his happy end, and great reward 
were clearly and Scripturally expounded. Mr. Wells appeared quite at 
liberty, and was listened to with most profound attention. The pro- 
eession proceeded to Ilfc»d Cemetery, where a large assembly of friends 
were gathered around the new grave, opened expressly for our departs 
brother; and when the coffin had been carefully laid therein, Mr. 
Thomas Stdnger delivered a warm and truthful (^ration ; after which 
all retired from the grave, many asking, " Which of us will be the 
nextr 

Mr. Greorge Beynolds preached at Cave Adullam on Sunday, March 
1st, 1868, with liberty and acceptance. We feel bound to add, the 
whole of the funeral ceremonies were conducted in a manner most 
iaraditable to the Church at Cave Adullam, and to the undertaker, Mr. 
Evans, jun. 

THE FUNERAL SERMON 

was preached on Sunday Evenisg, March 8th. * The doors of the chapel 
were opened at- six o'clock,- and before a quarter past, every seat was 
iaken ; and by the half hour not an inch of space in the gallery and body 
of' the chapel was left unoccupied ; the vestries were both filled, and 
Ainabers remained during the service outside the doors of the chapel, 
widle very many had to go away. The service commenced at half^past 
six precasely, by singing the. 778th hymn (Denham's). Mr. Stringer 
then read the fourteenth chapter of Job, and part of the* fourth chapter 
of the • First Epistle to the Thessalonians, making some solemn and 
impressive remarks in the reading, appropriate to the occasion ; after 
earnest prayer to the God of all mercies for the people present, the 
Church and congregation, and its officer, the 999th hymn (Denham's) 
was anng; -after which Mr. Stringer took his text from Matthew 
xxiv. 44, *^ Be ye also ready.'' He said the text comprised three dq»art- 
meats — 

L Those addressed : disGiples learners. 
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II. When they are to be ready. 

III. Why they are to be ready. 

1. !tho6e addressed — disciples. A people called by grace ; a people 
convinced of sin ; a people converted to €rod ; a people consecrated to 
the service of Crod. 

Question : How many present, difldples I What is onr hope, onr 
expectation ? 

2. ''Be ye also ready." Death will soon come to all of ns. 
Negatively, none can make themselves ready. Three-fold readiness. 
1st, Regeneration ; :2nd, Sanctification ; 3rd, Justification. All these 
by relation to Qod: 

Evidential readiness. 1st, Love to God; 2nd, Love to God's 
Truth ; 3rd, Hatred to Sin ; 4th, Faith in the dear Redeemer according 
to the £uth of Grod's elect 

Lastly, why we should be ready, because there is no certainty of 
life here. 

Proof Observations of mortality around us, and the growing 
feeling of infirmity within us. 

Mr. Stringer then read an outline of the early as well as more 
recent history of our late dear pastor with his expressions to those 
around him prior to lus flight to eternal bliss. 

The 17th hymn, first-book, Dr. Watts, was then sung, the benedic- 
tion pronounced, and the service brought to a dose by the choir singing 
Pope's « Vital Spark." 

May the Lord still bless us ; cause his £ace to shine upon us, and 
give us at the Cave, with all his Church in the wilderness, contLiued 
peace and prosperity, for his great name sake. Amen. 

J. W. B. 



THE LATE PASTOR JOHN WEBSTER. 

.TAe Church of Christ meeting in the Cave Adullam, Stepney, has lost 
another venerated and esteemed minister, in the person of the late Mr. 
John Webster. Two rather aged servants from that field have been 
called home since we have known the cause. The happy departure of 
Mr. Webster led us to a silent reflection, and to a rather happy public 
exposition of Isiah Ivii. 2, " He shall enter into peace : they shall rest 
in their beds : each one walking in his uprightness." In an experimental, 
in a practical, and in a heavenly sense, we considered these words: 
When a living soul enters by faith into union and communion with 
Christ — ^it enters really into peace. There and then it leaves sin behind, 
Satan behind, self behind, and every hurtful snare ; and although it has 
its sore trials afterwards, still, in Christ Jesus they have peace. 

And true is the marginal reading of the text, when applied to the 
happy believer's departure. It reads, '^ He shall GO m peace :'' so 
it was with the late pastor of the Cave. He lived in peace ; he is gone 

IN PEACE ! 

There are three words in Holy Scripture descriptive of the uncon- 
verted man : 1, Enmity ; 2, Malice ; 3, Unbelief. The unr^enerated 
man is at enmity against God's sovereignty — so he cannot go into God's 
presence in peace. Against the person of Christ there is maHce in the 
Jewish and unregenerate heart ; he cannot thus go in peace ; but the 
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l)elieYer loves and lives in Jasus, and by Him enters into peaoe. TTur 
heiidi 13 aKiotlier hindnmoe to peace ; hui the Christian, as lie drawa 
near his end, is frequently favoured to stretch forth the wingj9 of fiatk 
and love^ and thus to find an abundant entcance administered xj^ 
bina. C. W. B, 

LINES nf MSM OBT OF OUB LATE BfiLOYED PASTOfi^ 

WU JOHN WIBnSB^ OP ATByNBT. 

Pjkath has been here, and borne away 

A faiihfifl, loving pastor dear: 
He'a ^^e to reaiins of endXass day, 

His Savionr's glory tkere to shtfe. 

John Webster's gone, and left below 

A church bereaved, and people dear ; 
The8» things but tea(^ and let ns know, 

W«Ve no abiding city har^. 

TtoB widowed ohuah, and people, keep ! 

To eaoh fresh stsength and Ufe impact/ 
Qive grace that we may cease to weep, 

Comfort and cheer each mourning heart 

Dear Lord, the deacons still maintain ; 

GKnde and direct them by thy will : 
Senfl those that wiU thy truth pvoolaim, 

Till one at last this gap shall fiU. 

Farewell, dear Webster, though no more, 

You're si^e at home with Christ above ; 
We shal), through g^race^ to glory soar, 

To sing with you red<»eiVDg love. 
Mwcch 5% 1868.. TuoUM K MOQM» 



FUNERAL SERMONS. 



lie Onr Own Fireside^ there ai:e a series of papers on ^' The Hoones of 
Old Writers ;" and to the antiquarian, and lover of literary research, 
they must be pleasant and edifying. The March number has a chapter 
on '< Old Thomaa Fuller." The writer has seated himself in the Church 
where this quaint and learned divine. ministered about 1 630 and onward ; 
and &«m the writer's musings in the Church, the following extracts are 
taken: 

'< The curiously carved pulpit and reading-desk at Broadwindsojr 
stiU remained to tell where Fuller gave his parishioners the fir^t hearing 
of the discourses which were pnblif^bed in 1640, forming part of a oollec<» 
tion of ^' Funeval Sermons '^ by eminent preachers of the day. From 
that pul{nt«ome of his characteristic utterances were given ; aa when he 
was once heard to say;,-^ 

'' I knaw, and see by daily expmenoe everywhere, how few theve 
be thikt ia their lifetime des^ve the ^praise of religion in iheir death. 
For. my part^ I never did and never will gUt a rotten post or a mnd 
wall^ or give felse witness in praising ; to give the praise of religion to 
those who deserve it not. I desire those of my own congregation would 
make their own funeral sermons whil,e they be living, by their virtuous 
life and conversation. As the Apostle saith. ^ He hath not praise tihat 
is praised of man, bat he that ik {(raised of God.'^' 

We oonld not help sitting for some time in silenoe before that 
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pulpit, until our inward ear caught a few broken sentences as from 
our old friend-s voice in the distance ; he was not seen in the pulpit, 
but it was Fuller verily saying to us, — " Let the man of meanest 
parts labour to some competent measure of knowledge in matters of 
salvation, that so he may not trust every spirit, but be able to try 
whether he be of God or no. Believe no man with implicit faith in 
matters of such moment; for he who buys a jewel in a case without 
ever looking on it, deserves to be cozened with a Bristol-stone instead of 
a diamond." A pause, and then the voice again — '' What shall I say ? 
Shall I praise you in this ? Pastors may and must praise their people 
wherein they do well. 1. Hereby they shall peacefully possess them- 
selves of the good wills of their people, which may much advance the 
power and efficacy of their preaching. 2. Men will more willingly digest 
a reproof for their faults if praised when they do well. 3. Virtue being 
commended doth increase and multiply ; creepers in goodness will go, goers 
run, runners fly. Use, Those ministers to be Uamed who are ever blaming, 
often without cause, always without measure (whereto it is said of God, He 
will not be always chiding. Do any desire to hear that which Themistocles 
counted the best musie, namely, tJliemselves commended I On these condi- 
tions we ministers will indent with them. Let them And matter, we will find 
words. Let them do what is comm^idable, and blame us if we commend not 
what they do. Such work for us would be recreation ; such employnaent a 
pleasure, turning our most stammering tonges into the pen of a ready 
writer. To reprove is prest from us, as ^e from grapes, but praises flow 
from our lips as water from a fountain. But, alas ! how can we build 
when they afford us neither bricks nor straw 1 How can we praise what 
they do, when they will not do what is to be praised 1 If, with Ahab, 
they will do what is evil, we must always prophesy evil unto them." 

[It is said, Mr. Stringer wisely praised his departed brother Webster as a 
good man. Mr. Stringer rejoiced in the faith he enjoyed, that he also 
should live and die in thb tbuth. What a meroy !] 



|» % te|fi|I ^Mistrg ffaralgEeir? 



OiTR attention has been specially directed to a small volume published 
by Messrs. Partridge k Co., bearing this significant Title, The Present 
Crisis of the Church of G&d^ &c., by E. Cornwall of Craven hill chapel. 
Thd contents of this volume are quite in agreement with the spirit 
and teaching of other works of a similar character ; but, in this book 
we have a comprehensive view of the professing church of Christ 
earnestly expressed, by one who has carefully and feelingly watched 
over, and deeply lamented, the present divided, weakened, and almost 
nominal, if not fearfuUy deceptive condition of our so-called *' Evangeli- 
cal Christendom." Mr. Cornwall opens his first chapter with the heading, 
" The Church of God asleep." We fear it is worse than being asleep. 
There is a kind of mental weakness, called *' Sensible Insanity." That 
we are nearly all of us, (in a religious sense) insane, we can believe ; but 
it is a blind, prejudicial hardened, deluded, and dreadfully blind 
insanity ; so that while men are on the borders of destruction, they are 
crying out, '^ Peace ! safety ! ! prosperity ! ! ! grace now, and gloty for 
ever." << We have come (says Mr. Cornwall) not only to a great tini- 
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yersal political crisis, but, also, and no less, to a great, to the greatest 
crisis in the spiritual world. Everywhere we perceive a spring-tide of 
Romanism. Infidelity, open, unblushing wickedness setting in on the 
world, which bids fair to sweep before its almost resistless progress, 
every half-hearted professing Christian, every one who does not decidedly 
and at once enter the life-boat of the Gospel, and manfully pull against 
the flood. 

We are glad to find Mr. Cornwall faithfully pointing to the church's 
only remedy for all the evils awaiting her. " Nothing but what con- 
strained "the apostles, and Christians generally, of the first and second 
centuries, and enabled them to overcome the Koman world in the very 
midst of suffering, persecution, and death; nothing but what strengthened 
the martyrs, reformers, revivalists, a Wycliffe, a Tauler, a Luther, a 
Wjesley, a Wilberforce, even a powerful realization of the love of God 
in Chnst Jesus themselves individually, and to all." Nothing but the 
mighty power of God put forth in the souls of His own people, ever 
can make the church to be " terrible as an army with banners.'* 

Those persons who read different reports of the rapid rise of new 
churches and chapels everywhere under the presidency of the Bishop of 
London, the Wesleyan Conference, the Congregational Union, the 
Scottish and English Presbyterians, Mr. Spurgeon, and the Baptists 
generally, such casual and it may be, indifferent readers will not entirely 
agree with Mr. Cornwall; as regards 'Hhe present alarming symptoms, 
everywhere being manifested throughout the Christian world." 

Whether they enter into these things or not, there is, to us, a 
solemnity indescribable, in the question, ^^ Why are hundreds of millions 
suffered to go down to their graves with a lie in their right hands % Why 
is it so ? Who, or what, is the cause of this unspeakable, this eternal 
calamity 'i * * How shall we account for the palpable fisict, that the 
Gospel, in our day, appears, generally speaking, so paralyzed 1 Why is it 
so ineffectual in stemming the enlarging tide of sin T 

It was not so, Mr. Cornwall believes, before the anti-Christian 
apostasy set in. Ere that period, the Gospel spread rapidly, triumphed 
gloriously, and, soon, it was thought, its conquests would be complete ; 
and that the dispensation would close. But, there was a falling-away 
predicted. That falling-away has ebbed and flowed for centuries ; and 
until " He shall come whose right it is to reign " — ^this overspreading 
of heresy and schism, of apostasy, and of different kinds of delusions 
will continue. Lamentable is the fact; but it is, nevertheless 
too true. Satan is not yet cast out. Christ is not yet come 
the second time without sin unto salvation; the true knowledge of 
the Lord does not yet cover the earth ; the church is not yet called to 
the marriage supper of the Lamb, nor can we be bold enough to 
predict how near to us are the crisis and the change which shall usher 
in the fulfilment of many prophecies yet in abeyance. These few in- 
troductory notes to a further notice of Mr. Comwairs book, must sufl&ce 
for the present. Meanwhile, we inwardly mourn o*er the desolations of 
sin, the spreading of error, and the inactivity and lukewarmness of 
multitudes who believe they are saved themselves, and there content- 
edly rest. Ought such things to be ? 

Whether Mr. Comwairs prophecies are all correct, according to 
the will of God, may be left for another 4iotice of his stirring work. 
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liglrta and ^haiaurs 4 ^ fastar s life. 

BEING A DOZEN CHAPTERS IN THE AUTOBIOGRAPHY OF A 

LIVING MINISTER. 



(Coivtinued from page 82^. 
TIP to tills time I had earned little or nothing towards my own livelihood^ 
U and my parents sometimes murmured, and murmured justly, thatl was 
doing nothingto support myself. They would occasionally ask me what good so 
much reading did me ? I answered that I hoped it would do me good here- 
after, though I confessed that inapecuniaiy point of view^ it had done me no 
good hitherto. 

But one day, about the period I am speaking of, I saw an advertisement, 
in the Times, for a French tutor, at a school at Merton in Surrey ; and -it 
was added, that a gentleman possessing a knowledge of Greek preferred. I 
at once wrote in reply, and received«an invitation to call on the proprietor- I 
saw him. After a little conversation, lie asked me what salary I should 
require. Afraid of losiug'the situation if I asked too much, I said .£20 per 
annum, board and lodging. He at once .assented, and promised me the 
situation. I was to enter upon my duties after the Christmas holidays, (it 
was now the beginning of November). Meanwhile, he wished me to come 
over twice a week, from D to Merton, a distance of nearly ten miles, 

to ^aach the boys. This I consented to do, and the small sum I received for 
this six weeks labour(three pounds) I laid out in purchasing certain neeessaries 
for my outfit. About a fortnight before the holidays expired, and I was to 
ommence my duties, I received a letter from the proprietor, saying that his 
former tutor, who had left through illness, having now recovered, and 
expressed a desire to come back, he had consented to let him do so, and he 
hoped that I should not feel disappointed \ ! ! Not disappointed ! What 
did he think I was made of ? Never shall I forget that day, I seemed 
prostrated in mind and body, my hopes had been raised so high, and coloured 
with the rich lines of youth ; nothing had ever opened to me before that I felt 
I could undertake, never before therefore had I met with a disappointment. I 
groaned in spirit being troubled, and for an hour or two could scarcely speak. 
Even now after the lapse of more than twenty years, the memory of it 
brings a gloom over my spirit. Let not my reader smile at this ; my cir- 
cumstances were peculiar. My brothers were hard working men, and earned 
their living by manual labour, but I was not fitted for this, either physically 
or mentally; yet it was absolutely necessary that I should do something 
for a living, and teaching was the only thing I could undertake, and for a 
moment the prospect brightened, but only to shroud itself in deeper 
gloom directly after. This was my first engagement in the battle of life, and 
I was knocked down at the onset. 

I next endeavoured to get into the British and Foreign School Society as 
a master, but for want of a few pounds which were necessary at starting, I 
was again doomed to disappointment. 

I now began to attend several forensic and debating societies,, and 
taking part in these discussions, to familiarise myself with public speaking. 
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After having spoken a few times in public, I began to receive invitations to 
attend public meetings, and at last to deliver lectures on various subjects. 
My first lecture delivered at Albion Hall, Moorgate street, for a public 
Institution was on *' Elocution." 

My lecturing engagements now began to increase rapidly, and at length I 
began to realize a little monetary help. I received an invitation to deliver 
a series of lectures at Swansea, in South Wales, an engagement which paid 
me very well. From Swansea I went to Cardiff, Newport, Abergavenny, 
Carmarthen, Pembroke, Tenby, Milford, Haverfordwest, lecturing in all 
these places ; at Brecon, I lectured to the students at the college on Elocu- 
tion, by the request of the president. On returning to England, I was 
invited to deliver a series of lectures at Manchester, at Liverpool, (collegiate 
institution) and other towns, in the north-west of England, on the origin and 
affinity of the European languages. 

I now began writing fictitious and literary articles for different periodi- 
cals, but sometimes did not get the stipulated sum for them when I had 
written them. Being aflked one day by a friend to write a paper for a 
sanitary journal, the proprietor expressed himself so pleased with it, that he 
wrote and asked me to take the editorship of the '^ Health of Towns Maga- 
zine,'^ which I did, and held for some considerable period. My remuneration 
for this was a small weekly salary, and furnished apartments rent free at the 
west end of London. 

Having obtained a number of subscribers, I now issued, at the interval 
of some few years, two volumes of original poetry, but they haye both long 
since' sunk into oblivion. When the printer sent me in his '^ little account '' 
for the first, X'20, not being in London, I sent the money up to a friend to 
pay the bill for me ; instead of which he appropriated tjhe money to his 
own use, so I had the pleasure of paying it twice. 

Speaking one night at the Literary Institution, Aldersgate street, in 
reply to Charles Pearson, the late City Solicitor, a gentleman came to me at 
the close of the meeting, and asked me if I was open to an engagement ? I 
asked him of what nature ? He said, a lecturing engagement on behalf of 
one of the London Assurance Companies. I told him that I was ignorant 
of the subject, but that if the engagement were worth my while, I would 
soon master the details. I saw him next morning at the office, and he wished 
to know what salary I should require. Afraid now of saying too little, as I 
was once afraid of saying too much, I told him that I must take time to 
consider, but would let him know in two or three days. I then called upon 
a friend who was one of the directors of the Legal and Commercial, and 
having ascertained what they paid their travelling agents, I went according 
to my promise, and said I should require five guineas per week, and half a 
guinea per day travelling expenses. To these terms he assented in a 
moment, and then asked me when I would start for the north-west of Eng- 
land, to begin my lecturing tour. I answered to-morrow morning. "Well," 
he said, " I like decision in business, here is five pounds to pay your fare, and 
I wiU forward you your money weekly." The next morning at six o'clock I 
was. on my way to Manchester, making that my centre of operations. I 
lectured and appointed agents in Liverpool, Staleybridge, Oldham, Ashton^ 
Bolton, and all the principal towns in the north-west. 
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While here I had a public and unexpected discussion with an atheist. 
Entering the hall where he was lecturing I heard him close his lecture 
with the following remark: — **That nothing ought to be believed 
that, could not be mathematically demoraonstrated ; and as the existence of 
God could not so be thus demonstrated, it ought not to be believed. But 
as a report of the argument was published in several newspapers and 
magazines, I extract the following from the Liverpool Courier, of course 
omitting the name. 

On being invited to take a position on the platform, he said he had no 
intention of wading through the continent of mud which the lecturer had 
been so long constructing ; he should only fasten upon his two closing 
remarks, namely, that nothing should be believed that was not susceptible of 
mathematical demonstration ; and that the existence of Grod not being suscep- 
tible of mathematical demonstration ; ought not to be believed. Now, in relation 
to the first position, it was a fundamental axiom in mathematics, that every 
circle must have a centre ; but he need hardly tell the lecturer, that while it 
was absolutely necessary to admit this centre, its existence had never been 
demonstrated. ** Let this table" said Mr. , laying his hand upon a cir- 
cular table which was on the platform, ** be considered a yard in diameter : 
now, I cut it into two equal^ semi-diameters ; now where is the centre ? It is 
not in either of the semi-diameters, for they are equal ; and if it be in one it 
must be in other ; so you prove too much, for you show that there are two 
centres in one circle, which is an absurdity, and destroys the very thing that 
you are trying to establish. It cannot be between them for they are in 
contact. You are thus driven to this conclusion, — that this mathematical 
centre is a point devoid of parts, namely, a spaceless point — something 
that does not occupy space. Now, as all entities occupy space, if this centre 
does not, then it is not an entity : ergo, it is a nonentity, that is — nothing! 
So much for the lecturer's first proposition, that nothing ought to be believed 
that is not susceptible of mathematical demonstration. 

*'^ This conducts us to the second proposition, that the existence of a 
God is incapable of mathematical proof. Let, us test this assertion. And 
here I hope the lecturer will signify his admission or rejection of the premises 
laid down as I proceed. 

'* First, then, attraction either resides in matter, or it does not reside in 
matter." 

It was admitted to reside in matter. 

"Secondly, it is equally diffused through matter, or it is not equally 
diffused through matter." 

Admitted, that it was equally diffused. 

" Thirdly, repulsion resides in matter, or it does not reside in matter. 

Admitted to reside in matter. 

"Fourthly, it is equally diffused through matter, or it is not equally 
diffused." 

Admitted, that it was equally diffused. 

"Now mark the result," continued Mr. , "Here are two per- 
manently antagonistic forces, equally resident in matter, equally diffused 
through matter, equal in extent, and equal in power ; these forces are said 
to be the motive power which moves all bodies. But it is one of the most 
self-evident propositions of Euclid, that where equal is equal to equal, the 
result will be equal ; in other words, that where two forces of equal strength 
are in antagonism the result will be the establishment of an equilibrium ; 
not motion, but quiescence or rest. Thus, if you take a pair of scales and 
place a pouijid weight in each, you establish an equilibrium which will remain 
for ever undisturbed, unless interfered with by some external agent. If, on 
the other hand, it is contended that attraction is stronger than repulsion ; 
then, once stronger, it will for ever remain so, and drawing all bodies into 
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one agglomerated mass, again the result .would be, not motion, but rest. If, 
on the contrary, it be said that repulsion is the s^ongest, then every particle 
of matter dilating and expanding to its utmost tension, would fly oS into 
space, which being filled with a concourse of disconnected atoms, again the 
result would be, not motion, but rest. 

'' But nothing is at rest ; suns, systems, planets, stars are all in rapfid 
motion. What, then, is the power wmch has destroyed the equilibrium of 
these two antagonistic forces, and which has given to the universe that 
motion which they are ever striving to prevent? We find no evidence of its 
existence in matter ; yet it is evioently superior to matter, since it controls 
the motions of matter, and neutralises the tendency of those laws and forces 
which reside in matter. Now this power, which without residing in matter, 
iB evidently superior to it, constantly acting upon it, overcoming its inertia, 
and compelling it into motion, we call God. God ! the inevitable word 
ivhich terminates all our studies, the grand climax to all our knowledge, 
shining like a mysterious star upon the bodies of both worlds, revealing to 
us the moral liberty of this, the moral justice of that." 

Mr. ^'s argument, certainlv one of the most lucid, forcible, and 

original, for the existence of God which it ever fell to our lot to hear, seemed 
te make a great impression upon the audience, more especially as his 
opponent declined to reply in '* consequence of the lateness of the hour," 
though it was not quite ten o'clock ! 



JAMES HAMILTON IN DEATH. 



Our Oton Fireside, in few words beautifully opens to us the dying chamber 

of the late Dr. Hamilton : 

'* Our God ie love when nature falls, 
Then fix thy gaze above-; 
And calmly wait till heaven reveals 
How life, death—all is love." T. Davis. 

A true '' poet of the sanctuaiy,'' the gifted James Hamiliton, w:ho8e 
<« Mount of Olives," and ** Life in Earnest," are heirlooms to the Church 
'Catholic, has '' fallen asleep " — ^gone home. Seldom has a loving Ijfe 
ended more lovingly, A brother who went to see him shortly before 
his death, gives this touching record : — 

^* He was no way surprised at seeing me step into his room, and 
welcomed me in his own peculiar manner, — * My dear William, how 
glad I am to see you ! How kind of you to come so far.' * I have just 
come,' was the reply, ' to let you know, dear James, how many of us 
are envying you your happiness in being so near home.' * I sometimes 
hope it may be so,' was the rejoinder, * and yet I may perhaps be disap- 
pointed.' * No, James, dear, you won't be disappointed in this, for you 
cannot be long here ;. you will be at home in a day or two or perhaps 
in few hours.' He then brightened up, and gave us such a loving look. 
-* O William, you have brought me good news indeed; how kind of you 
to tell me this !' 

"After a short silence, the conversation wais resumed. * I have 
been preaching lately from these words : * Whilst we are at home in the 
body, we are absent from the Lord ;" and I have been much interested 
in finding that in the Greek, the expression in next verse— to be absent 
fiom the body and piesent with the Lord — ^may be rendered at home 
with the Lord, at home, because of His being there ; at home, because 
the family are gathered there ! ^0h, how beautiful! ho^ beautiful 1' 
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he exclaimed. ' Anid that is the meaumg of '' I go to prepare a place 
for you j" I go to make it a home for you.' Then, a^;er a pause he 
continued, * William, you are a happy meua, You are strong and well ; 
and you have the privilege of preaclung the glorious Gotspel of Jesus 
Christ.' 

'^ Asking for his brother's wife and children, and being told that 
they had all sent their love to him, he said, * Oh, do you £10 w I -am 
lying in love, and hemmed in by love on every side ; there is nothing 
but love around me ; I don't say within me, for I am not so full of love 
as 1 should be. Here his failed." 

Is not this James Hamilton all over over 1 — " Lying iB love ; 
hemmed in by love on every side ; nothing but love around me ; only 
too little love within me." What genuine thankfolness and humility ! It 
wai^ the very fulness of his love that made him feel -a shortcoming ; he 
loved so much that he never could be satisfied that he loved enough. 
And there was no weakness in his love. It was not feeble sentiment^ 
but strong manly affection ; for it was love in the truth, in the truth 
of God, the truth as it is in Jesus. 

He " being dead, yet speak eth." The epitaph on his tomb might 
well be written, " He exemplified the truth — 

" * He only yet has learnt to live, 
Whose life is love.'" 



A LETTER BY THE LATE MR. TIPTAFT. 



Dear Sib, — Haying met with a letter written by the late Mr. Tiptaft I forward yon a 
copy for Earthen Vessel ; it contains much weighty manner. Yours, Ac, 

March 14th, 1868. J. Eldebkin. 

King's Gliife. 
[We are always thankful for such communications. — ^Ed.] 

" For as the sufferings of Christ abound in us, so our consolatioin also aboundet^>by 
^Christ." — 2 Corinthians i 5. 

My Dear Friends, — I have heard of your illness, and also of your 

recovery ; I hope that you can hless God for the trial. Ycru will be 

glad to near that my soul was much blessed last night ; and during this 

day I have shed many tears. I could scarcely shave myself, and my 

eyes are qiiite red witJi crying. A friend sent to know how I was this 

morning ; ^my answer was, '^ Much the same in body, but well in 

soul." A man should have a' particular religion to use such language; 

he should know both parts of a work of grace in his soul. I have not 

had such a blessing since Jaliuary, 184:3. I was blessed in my soul on 

the 18th July, but not in the manner that I have been this time ; ishe 

blessed promises were applied, and the highest hymns of assosanoe 

suited my soul, such as Gadsb/s 158th, — 

" Sweet the moments rich the blessing, 
Which before in cross I spend," &c. 

and, 

^^When Jesus \7ith his mi^ty power," fto^ 

And Etuch proofs of the Lord's l<tving kindness to ttie at this ptCrtioiiIar 
time I value highly ; how often have I prayed that my last days may Ibe- 
my best. How often have I said that it is amercy to be w^U laid in 
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the grave ; a long sickBess is a heavy cross ; but it is in the furnace and 
fires that the soul prospers, and is in health. There is not much to live 
for in this time state. If things please the flesh, they will deaden the 
soul ; and if they do not please the flesh they make us murmur and fret. 
It is a trial to be silent, but I cannot murmur without considering that 
I have in m^y feeble way preached salvation by grace for more than two 
thirds of a century. I keep healing, for my encouragement, that I have 
not laboured in vain, either in London or the country. What a high 
value Bunyan set upon his seals j I trust I may say that I value them more 
than gold and silver. What are riches and honours compared to spiritual 
blessings and Divine enjoyments ? J do not envy those who are anxious 
to see all the new peep-shows, or those who are labouring hard to 
gather together a large heap of gold dust : '^ Godliness with contentment 
\a great gain. " 

In my present state I have but little hopes of preaching again. I 
was ill here twenty -five years ago. I hav^ to bless God that I was 
raised up again. I wish to be grateful for the good health I have had 
for twenty-four years. Dr. Shawe, of Leicester, came to see me on the 
24th. He called on Tuesday, when in the neighbourhood, and he told 
me that I was not so jp^ell as when he last saw me. What a very great 
mercy to have a religion of the right sort ; and be made fit for this par- 
ticular blessing. I have no cancer, but a sore throat, and suffer more; 
may the Lord bless me with patience and resignation. Death is a solemn 
subject. Those who can say that they are not afi*aid to look death ins 
the face, should have a particular religion, and should be very grateful. 
How awful to be deceived in important matters ! The real children of* 
God like a searching ministry, that they may be well exercised whether 
they are right in doctrine, experience, and practice. Real repentance,, 
real faith, and real love, are very important matters. Both minister and 
hearers must die for themselves. What a very great Friend Christ i» 
to those who really believe in Him I Heal faith and love will produce 
real fruit. It will be thirty-seven years next January since I professed 
to fear God. O what mercies and blessings of various kinds I have 
received, but how little my heart is melted with gi-atitude I It v^eis 
well with me this morning, I could say " My Jesus hath done all things- 
well." I could not murmur this morning about the past, nor fret about 
the future. You, in your large ungodly city, will be glad to hear of my 
soul being blessed in such a manner. *^ The Lord trieth the righteous. 
Many are their afflictions, but the Lord delivereth them out of them all."* 
"It shall be well with the righteous." Those who fear God in your 
large city will be tried and exercised in various ways. The fear of God 
is a great treasure, and those who have such a treasure should not 
murmur about trifles, without having their consciences condemned. May 
the Lord bless those who love and fear His name in town. What a 
warning in the earthquake for ungodly England ! Give my love to Mrs. 
C.y and all enquiring friends. Yours affectionately, 

William Tiptaft. 

Oakham, Hutland. 
October 15th, 1863, 
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A WEEK IN THE GRAVE. 

By E. J. SiLVBRTOX. 



The grave is not the last home of the body, but is the middle station 
•between time and eternity. The grave at the angeFs blast will deliver 
•up the body, and it will be changed ; the sinner's body for everlasting 
pain, and the body of the saint for eternal joy. Flesh and blood will 
neither enter heaven's glory, nor hell's woe, bat each will be fitted for 
its state. At the resurrection mom the spirits of the just will enter 
their bodies which they put off in death, and the lost soul will also 
enter the body. Saints will enjoy an eternity of peace and the sinners 
an eternity of sorrow. Oh, what a mercy to have part in the first resur- 
rection. The murdered brother of Cain has been a long number of 
years in his grave, yet he shall rise at the call of the archangel, leaving 
^11 the marks of his murder in his tomb : there shall be no mildew on 
his brow, nor the cold damp of the grave upon his cheek. He shall 
•come forth fresh and glorious, and Abel's soul shall be permanently 
joined to his glorified body, in which God shall h^ praised to all eternity. 
What a long sleep shall Abel have compared with the corpse which shall 
be buried a week before the judgment of the great God. Lazarus being 
in his grave four days may remind us of those who shall, like Lazarus, 
be called from the grave a few days after their interment. Yes, men may 
be dying while angels are preparing for the judgment. While the grave- 
digger is making ready the six feet opening for his fellow-creature, the 
gates of heaven may open, and the angel fly forth cryins:, Come to 
judgment ! come to judgment ! If the world continues as it is now 
till time*s latest hour, how difierent will be the state of man in that 
sad day of judgment. The infant will just have started on its journey. 
The young man will be pressing through life's battles. The old man will 
be breathing out his soul while kind attendants wipe death's dew-fsdls 
from his fading brow. While life and death are doing their work, the 
Son of Man may come in his glory to judge the world. Then shall the 
dead arise, both small and great, and appear before the judgment seat of 
Christ. Death's employment then shall cease, the graves shall be emptied, 
and for ever closed. The sands in time's glass will now have run through. 
The chapter will be full, and the school days of man will be ended. 
Blessed are such as love his appearing. The believer's soul will have 
more of heaven than the body before the body was carried to the grave. 
The soul had passed the city gates of glory, and all the time the body 
lies in the grave the soul is rejoicing in the upper world. One Sabbath 
the man of God may abdicate his body, and on the next re-enter. 
Some will be but a short time in the cold earth. In this they will be 
like their Master Jesus, who rose on the third day. But whether we be 
long or short time in our cold damp lodging place, let us as the saints of 
the living God remember that while our bodies are dead in the tomb our 
spirits will be singing the loud praises of Jesus in his Father's house 
above. Yes, while the mortal eyes shall be closed by the touch of death 
and blind to all the beauties on which they ever gazed, the spiritual 
will be delighted with the splendour of the mansions in glory. The 
one will look from crown, to crown from angel to saint, and from the saint 
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to the King on his throne ; while the mortal ear shall be deaf to all the 
music which ever gave it pleasure, while it shall be deaf to tbe 
kindest friends, the spiritual ear shall be listening to the loud 
hosannahs of the glorified hosts of heaven, while human tongues shall be 
crumbling to dust in tbe silent grave, the eoul shall be hymning Jeho- 
vah's greatness with eternal delight. Yes, while the withered form of 
the man of God is in death's charnel house, his inner man is at home 
with Jesus in his kingdom, robed like the king's son, and crowned 
with unfading glory. When we leave our body we shall not weep after 
it ; nor shall we be willing to enter it again, till it be put in thorough 
repair. It shall be raised a body suited for a glorified spirit to dwell 
in. No aches and pains then, but all will be perfect, and all will be 
peace. Seven days dead to the people of God will be seven days in 
glory. Absent from the body, present with the Lord. Seven days 
dead to the sinner will be seven days in hell. Let the followers of the 
Lamb rejoice in this, that although worms destroy this body, yet in our 
flesh shall we see God. That is in our risen bodies, which will bear the 
identity of our earthly bodies. What will it matter whether our bones 
sleep in the grave a thousand years or one week, so long as our spirits 
are with the Lord in his unchanging glory 1 

The first Adam brought us all into the grave. The Lord, the second 
Adam, shall bring us all out. As in Adam all die, so in Christ shall all 
be made alive. We gain more by Christ than we lost in Adam, so our 
praise for Jesus must be more than our blame for Adam. Oh, what a 
morning will that be when the sun shall rise on our sin-stricken earth 
for the last time; when man shall go forth to his labour for the last 
time ; when the shutters of our city shops shall be taken down for the 
last time ; when the wealthy merchants shall meet in the market places 
for the last time ; when our trains and ships shall leave their stations 
and harbours for the last time, when the slumbering inhabitants of tlie 
mighty city shall rise from their beds for the last time. When ungodly 
sinners shall have worked their deeds of wickedness against God and 
truth for the last time, when saints shall have worshipped their Lord 
on earth for the last time. Oh, what a morning will that be, when the 
church shall hear the voice of the Bridegroom, ** Come, my beloved, 
enter the joy prepared for you from the foundation of the world." May 
the Lord give our readers grace to walk before him as becometh the 
sons of God, that when that cloudless morning shall come, they may 
hear the Saviour's voice and enter through the gates into the city. Oh, 
the bliss of that morning when Jesus shall be then seen face to face. 



VITAL FAITH . 



From the conversion of St. Paul, Augustine, and Luther, and from the 

great leading feature of their ministry, TheDMin University Magazine giveB 

a long article on the vitalizing power of that faith which comes from, and 

leads unto the Son of God, for salvation. The St. James's Chronicle says— 

The author institutes a comparison between Paul, the great Apostle of 
the Gentiles, Augustine, the mightiest thinker from the converted Pagan 
world, and Martin Luther, the most famous vindicator even to an extreme 
of the tenets of justification by faith only. Much learning and power of 
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analysisis displayed, and so wide a canvas admits a picture of the whole duration 
of Christianity. The essay, from the importance of the subject, and from 
its mode of treatment, will repay an attentive study. The writer, at its 
conclusion, lifts up the voice of warning and of remonsfcrance. ^' Are there not 
(he asks) signs amongst us of a reaction from reality towards symbolism, sacra- 
mental salvation, and abandonment of that liberty which is the privilege of 
those who believe in Christ Jesus ? Are we not rapidly losing hold of the 
faith, and clinging to human means ? Are we not tending from a spiritnal 
towards a stock and stone worship ; to a worship of the cross, rather than of the 
Crucified One, towards looking for the real presence, not with the eyes of the 
spirit subjectively in the soul, but with fleshly eyes objectively in the 
elements ? We are determined to have sacrifices, though Saul declared that 
where there is remission of sins there is no more offering for sin. We are 
turning the supper table of the Lord into an altar, and shedding His blood 
afresh — that blood which was once shed for all. Worship, instead of being 
spiritual, is becoming material, and the same arguments used in the earliest 
times by the Pagans against the reproaches of Christians are now advanced 
by the defenders and advocates of this material worship : 'We do not 
worship the images, but the gods whom they represent.' " If an apology be 
required for this long extract, it must be found in the fact of this language 
occurring in the Dublin University Magazine. It is a proof of the extent 
of the disease when such a publication departs from its normal tone of essays 
to offer the note of warning and of earnest reproof and expostulation. 

When we saw the Dvhlin University Magazine, and for its first paper 
found this on '' Vital Faith,'* we were greatly interested ;'' and considered 
it a good sign, proving that the conviction still lives, that the existence, the 
energy, and the evidence of our salvation by the Son of God, all are imme- 
diately and essentially connected with the doctrine of the justification by 
faith in the great Bedeemer. 



A CHEER IN THE NIGHT. 

It was darkness itself which en- 
veloped the mind, fearful sorrows 
almost overwhelmed the soul, when 
the following note came to hand. We 
really need encouragement. God 
ever help us to do, and to be, as this 
correspondent exhorts. He says : — 

We are quite one with you, both 
in doctrine and practice being Par- 
ticular Baptists. You have preached 
in our chapel, though it was some 
years ago ; there are some who speak 
kindly of you, and wish you every 
comfort and success in the Lord's 
work. Thank God there are even 
now some faithful men ; men of 
courage ; men of energy ; men of a 
sound mind ; men who are not 
ashamed to maintain, assert, and 
defend, at all hazards, the honour of 
our glorious Lord. Accept, then, 
beloved, a cheer from a "brother 
and companion in tribulation, and 
in the kingdom and patience of Jesus 
Christ." Yours is a glorious work ; 
up and at it ! never give up ! All 



power is on your side I Cut with the 
"sword!" strike with the "ham- 
mer !" Fight as directed by our 
glorious leader, and in his strength ; 
and every foe (be he man or devil) 
shall flee before you. Truly the 
times require great men, great in 
the knowledge of God's Word, great 
in faith and great in the never-fail- 
ing power of believing prayer. Let 
us then labour on, "in season and 
out of season," and study, write, 
preach, pray, and in all these things, 
say as the noble Luther used to say, 
" But what is best of all is, God is 
with us." Yours in him, T. R. 

EaHh's EverUide, and the Bright 
Dawn of the Eternal Day. By the 
Rev. J. G. Gregory, M. A., Rector 
of Bonohurch, Isle of Wight. Third 
Edition. London ; S. W. Partridge. 
All the leading subjects connected 
with the closing up of the Gospel 
Dispensation and the coming of the 
Lord in the New Jerusalem are here 
consecutively illustrated and argued 
out with much simplicity and zeal. 
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TJis Sword and Trowel for Masch 
has a bold and.iQteUigent paper on 
building chapek) orphanages, col* 
leges, &a, ivhich is followed up by 
an aonouncemeDt that one ^'A. B/' 
has reoently sent to Mr. SpuTgeon 
no l6s» than £3000 to help him in the 
various branches of his work. Most 
certainly it must be acknowledged he 
is wonderfully supported, in all he 
puts Ms hand unto. It is not every 
one can comfortably read the first 
Psalm, except its application is 
carried to the spiritual prosperity of 
the true believer in Jesus ; but, 
literally, in Mr. Sporgeon's case, it 
appears true to the letter. Deep in 
the seeret of our soul is the desire 
that the glorious Gospel of our 
blessed God might find as successful 
a representative as Mr. Spurgeon has 
been of benevolent and philanthropic 
efforts to educate the young, to evan- 
gelize the nation, and to provide 
dwellings for the aged and the poor. 
Our very soul is full of agonizing 
emotions to go forth into the lanes, 
and courts, and alleys, and garrets, 
and cellars, yea, into all the haunts 
and holes where sin and Satan, 
poverty and misery, death and dark- 
ness reign, and to scatter among 
them, the words of eternal truth on 
the one hand, and the absolute 
necessaries of this life on the other, 
but we have neither the purse nor 
the power. We have pleaded for the 
poor, we have printed and published 
for the advancement of pure Gospel 
truth, we have striven hard to effect 
a unity, and the exercise of an energy 
among the living in Jerusalem ; but 
while the sun of prosperity shineJ^ 
powerfully on the heads and efforts 
of the hosts now everywhere rising 
^ip, *' Satan hath hindered us," and 
we solemnly feel the need of that 
special measure of graee to say most 
sincerely, " Not my will, but Thine 
he done." 

Leoer Lines for Spare Minutes; 
mtended as Helps to a Higher Life, 
author of ** Upward and Onward,'* 
^c.j &c. London S. W. Partridge 
^ ^o,j 9, Paternoster row. Mr. 
Cartridge, considers the. time present 
to be made up of " perilous days of 



worldly excitement and spiritual en* 
largement," and, believing that the 
people have not much time for long and 
large essays, he has thrown together 
(in a neat little volume) a number of 
single lines, with rules between each, 
so that every line is distinct, complete, 
and strikingly expressive of some 
moral or spiritual theme easy to be 
remembered, and useful to be con- 
sidered. We give one or two out of 
between six or seven hundred. 

" How many pray, who have not 
learned to wait." 

** Christ empties first the heart 
that He would fill." 

"The world is mad. Christians 
alone are ssine." 

"Fear not, but leave thy future 
with the Lord." 

"Be often quiet, and alone with 
God." 

Mr. Partridge's book and the Bible 
might well be laid together. After 
reading God's word, a line for the 
day might easily be gathered from 
this bed of mottoes. 

The Revelation Unravelled : an Out- 
line Exposition on a new Plan, by 
the author of " The Coming Crisis." 
With a preface by the Rev. Richard 
Chester, Prebendary of. Killenmer, 
and vicar of Ballyclough, diocese of 
Cloyne. London ; S. W. Partridge 
& Co. , 9, Paternoster row. This is a 
plain, brief, and intelligent, com- 
mentary on the Apocalypse. Every 
reader may easily enough comprehend 
the writer's meaning ; and but very 
few will altogether reject his testi- 
mony. We are quite certain of three 
things ; 1 . It is incumbent upon the 
believer to study carefully this grand 
part of New Testament revelation. 
There is, certainly, a blessing pro- 
mised to such earnest seekers after 
heavenly knowledge. 2. We believe 
no one can be fully persuaded of the 
mind of God in this book, unless the 
Spirit of all truth lead him into these 
great mysteries. 3. The antagonistic 
wrilangs of men upon this portion of 
the New Testament have greatly per- 
plexed the reading of portions of the 
Christian family ; but in this volume 
there is very, little but what may be 
received as being a well-grounded 
attempt to draw aside the curtaiasof 
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imagery, and let the holy trath be 
seen clearly and distinctly heard. 

The Curate of West Norton, by 
G. R. Wynn. London : S. W. Part- 
ridge & Co., Paternoster row. In 
this attracting little volume, we have 
the exodus into clerical life of a 
young Ritualistic curate, which 
f umisheth lessons for all who willing 
to learn. The pictures drawn of the 
old rector and his family, of John 
Brown, the village Methodist minis- 
ter, John AUen^ the miller, the 
schoolmaster, the young ladies at the 
rectory, <&c., are all well done, and 
while the narrative is interesting to 
all, the teaching of the book is just 
such as should be read and digested 
everywhere. 

The Watchmen of Ephraim, Mr. 
John Wilson, the editor of this in- 
teresting magazine has been ill ; but 
he has arisen to his work with much 
power, and succeeds admirably in 
furnishing some first-rate papers on 
subjects of much importance to the 
Christian. In one of his notes, Mr. 
Wilson says, * * A troublous sea is before 
us a peaceful shore beyond. " The part 
for March of The Watchmen of Eph- 
raim commences a new series. It 
will in future be issued in shilling 
quarterly parts ; which alteration 
will, we hope, render the work of 
much greater advantage both to the 
readers, and to the editor, for his 
labour in this book alone must be 
great. We hope to notice this part, 
with extracts, next month. 

The Thirteenth Article of the 
Creed of the Church of Bom^e, and, 
Christ our Great High Friest, are 
two neat two-penny pamphlets, by 
F. G. H., (published by R. Banks,) 
of considerable merit. Speaking of 
the latter, The Bock says : — 

Christ our great high Priest — ^is 
devoted to showing that the doctrine 
of transubstantiation, either as the 
Romanists accept it, or in the diluted 
form in which our Ritualistic 
countrymen offer it to us, '' strikes 
at the very root of the blessed doc- 
trine of the atonement, the only rook 
on which the Christian builds all his 
hopes of eternal life. You rob (the 
writer eloquently proceeds) — you rob 
Christ of His office of High Priest ; 



you deny the sufficiency of His death 
to secure to sinners eternal salvation ; 
as a sacrifice that requires to be con- 
stantly repeated is certainly no suffi- 
cient sacrifice made once and for all, 
and you teach men that Christ is not 
the one, the only Mediator between 
Gkxl and man, but that other means 
exist to effect our everlasting salva- 
tion." 

To counteract such poisonous 
errors faithful men must preach and 
print and publish too, or they are 
verily guilty. We know, bitterly 
do we know, that to contend fortniti^ 
now requires sacrifice. We have 
made it. 

The Bock is, certainly, the best 
and the cheapest Protestant paper 
extant. Its circulation already is 
very large. 

The Book of Martyrs, by John 
Foxe. A remarkably cheap edition 
of this wonderfully horrible book is 
issued by " The Book Society." The 
trial and burning of Ridley and 
Latimer are fully given, and it is a 
kind of key to the large plate we are 
publishing of the martyrdom of these 
two valiant men at Oxford. For 
twenty-four stamps we send our large 
plate, and Foxe's Book of Martyrs, 
to any address, post free, from 4, 
Crane court, Fleet street. 

Shirley Hibbebd, Esq., sustains 
most nobly, and usefully, his editor- 
ship of the " Gardener's Magazine '' 
which we know is found to be a 
pleasant and cheerful companion to 
amateurs, professionals, and all in- 
terested in the cultivatisn of fruits, 
flowers, shrubs, greenhouse plants, 
<kc. It is published by Allen, in 
Ave Maria Lane. 



OBITUARY. 
Mb. William Sawyer. 

A deacon of the church at Fam- 
borough, Kent. 

Mr. William Sawyer was one of 
three who founded the little church 
at Famborough, about twenty-one 
years since, and during that time has 
held the office of deacon. He has 
suffered considerably of late from 
affections of the brain, and after a 
long illnefls succumbed to the hand of 
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death on Feb. 15tli, 1868. He had 
much mental darkness at times dar- 
ing his afiSictiony but the doads 
cleared away at last, and he was 
enabled to say with a smile on his 
face, ^* I know whom 1 have believed, 
and ampersaaded He is able to keep 
me until that day ." And he was kept. 
Hifl departure was very peaoef nl, he 
wayed his hand as a sign (according 
to previous airangement) that he was 
going home. 

And a smile on the face, 
Showed delight in the soul. 

He was interred in Down churchyard, 

on Friday 2l8t, followed by a very 

great number of friends as well as 

relatives, enough to fill the Baptist 

chapel at Down, into which he was 

taken. A service was conducted in 

the chapel, brethren Isaac Ballard, 

the pastor of the dturch, and Geo. 

Webb, of Little Wild street, each 

taking a part. After which the 

body was taken to the grave and 

there interred, brother Webb making 

a few remarks as the body was 

lowered. The Church service would 

have been read, but it was the wish 

of our departed brother to be buried 

as a Nonconformist, and like two of 

his family, in the same grave, buried 

in the same way, because IJiey had 

not been christened, so he said let 

me be buried. But some member of 

the famQy set the bell tolling, and 

it was a novel sight to see so many 

following a corpse tolled by the church 

bell into the dissenting chapel just 

by. They are sturdy Non. Cons, at 

Down. 



A REVIEW OF THE GOSPEL 
MINISTRY. 

(By a Correspondent in America.) 

(Contimied from page 91). 

I have at di£ferent times and places, 
here in New York, heard discourses, 
one in particular by a professed 
Gospel minster, where, throughout 
the whole discourses, was there but 
one sentence (like an oasis in the 
desert) of a soul-enlivening descrip- 
tion, and that was a passage of Scrip- 
ture, quoted ; how those who profess 
to have been set free and preciously 
at timeafavoored to* know what it is 



to soar aloft as upon eagle's wings, 
and behold, afar off, can settle down 
(if any such there are) under such 
ministry is past my comprehension ; 
for my part, I want to lie down in> 
'^the green pastures, beside the 
still waters " of life and liberty, not 
theHurbid waters of death and bond- 
age. I would especially call the* 
attention of such ministers to th& 
28th chapter Isaiah from 23rd verse 
to the end, and may the blessed 
Spirit give an understanding heart 
while reading ; they will there per- 
ceive there ia something else to do in 
the Lord's vineyard than belabour- 
ing, ploughing, and harrowing up 
the poor soul with the law, or evei> 
dinning into his ears, from which he- 
is abeady suffering, the terrors of the 
law and his own innate filthiness. 
^^ Doth the ploughman plough all day 
to sow? verily not. For his Godi 
doth instruct him to discretion, andf 
doth teach him." Then what shall) 
we say of those who do otherwise, to 
speak charitably they must at least 
be counted foolish teachers, the- 
Word of God being the test. JFor 
the fitches are not threshed (with the 
law) but beaten out with a staffs 
neither is a cart-wheel (may be com- 
pared to Divine justice) turned upon? 
the cummin, but it is beaten out with 
a rody and what is this staff and rod ? 
Not tiie terrors of the law. Mount 
Sinai, bondage, captivity, the law of 
sin in their members, verily not. 
The Psalmist (and all Christian mem- 
bers can join in) says, " Thy rod and 
Thy staff they coinfort me ; " ** go» 
what that meaneth, I will have learn, 
mercy and not sacrifice." 

I leave these reflections to be pon- 
dered over by those who seek to jus- 
tify such preaching. Ministers of 
law, bondage, and corruption, for 
that is what, in most part, their 
ministry consists, rather than <^ 
Christ and His cross, should such be 
called ; and as the tree is known by 
its fruits, so its effects are visible 
upon those who sit under such minis- 
t^. Like priest, like people, yea^ 
many of them are brought into such 
a state, that they even love to have 
it so, hugging their very chains and 
fetters ; they are like milestones on 
the road, 'tis true, but from one year 
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to another, you read their supersoiip* 
tion, and find that they are still in 
the same position, no growth in grace, 
no increase in spiritual knowledge, 
no enlargement of the understanding, 
no freshuesS). judgment weak^ stunt^L 
in growth, not receiving that nourish- 
ment, or, ^^Not holding the head/' 
as ^e apostle has it, which is essen- 
tial to growth in the divine life, such 
of very necessity is the result of this 
so-called deep preaching (what a mis- 
nomer). Those ministers who devote 
so much of their time to treating of 
the fiesh, human depravity, law and 
bondage, together with Uie accom- 
paniments thereof, doubts and fears, 
manifest their shallowness as regards 
their acquaintance with the Author 
and Finisher of our faith ; they 
•evince a shallow mind as regards 
their acquaintance with the joys of 
His salvation and the riches of His 
pardoning) delivering, and surprising 
grace. For if His fidness filleth 
all in all ; if in Him dwelleth all 
the fulness of the Godhead bodily ; 
if it hath pleased the Father that in 
Him should all fulness dwell ; then 
XDhrist Jesus must be inexhaustible, 
and if so, why, I ask, should His 
professed ministers if they have been 
brought into His banquetting house, 
have so much to say about the dark 
side of Christian experience, and so 
little about Him ? It is the Spirit 
that quickeneth^ the flesh profiteth 
nothing. 

In making these remarks I am not 
actuated with any desire wantonly to 
wound the feelings of anyone^ my 
object is, if it is the Lord's will, 
simply to correct one of the evils 
which greatly afflicts the Church of 
God in the present day. Methinks 
if the Church was fed more with food 
convenient for her, to drink more 
from the springs of salvation, to taste 
more, io. a testimonial way, of 
His love, there would be more life, 
love, unity, and prosperity therein. 

Finally, there is no salvation in 
the law though every child of God 
must be, and is, made experiment- 
ally acquainted with the spirituality 
of that law, there is no salvation in 
experience or frames of feelings, 
though everyone bom into His king^ 
dom is made experimentally ac« 



quaintod with the things that belong 
to his peaoe. The law is holy, just, 
and good; experience-is ^tally neoes*. 
sary, yet the express command of 
Jehovah, to His servants is, ^^ preach 
the Gospel, ''good news, glad tidings, 
preach the Word* I have heard and 
read of some who object to this (as 
we think, and believe, to be a) more 
excellent and Scriptural way, that it 
is calculated to build up presump- 
tuous, professors. Well, what is that 
to thee 1 What is the chaff to wheat ? 
Follow thou me, do the preaching 
that I bid thee ; let both groiiF to- 
gether unto the harvest. No {ure- 
sumptuous professor will be able to 
slip or steal into heaven. You are 
not called upon, neither is the aim 
or desire of the God-sent servant to 
raise up in the Church grae^ss 
hearersi No, no^ *they know from 
whom they have received their 
ministry, therefore, obey His com- 
mands, leaving the results with Him 
as to whether the seed sown falls 
upon stony or good ground ; this, 
in fact, is one of the tricks of that 
crafty old serpent, the devil, to be- 
cloud the glories of Jesus, by guard- 
ing His truth for fear of evil results. 
But to proceed, see the 40th and 61st 
chapters of Isaiah. The Lord, also, 
through His servant Jeremiah, says, 
''My people have been lost sheep ; 
their shepherds have caused them to 
go astray ; they have turned them 
away on the mountains (of Sinai, to 
hear its thunderings, and feed there- 
on), they have gone from mountain 
to hill (the Canaanites dwelt in that 
hill, from worshipping the law, the 
descent is easy to idolize the experi- 
ence of human depravity) they have 
forgotten their resting place." Here 
is tha^ gist of it. Pam says be deter- 
mined not to know anything among 
you save Christ a>nd Bam cnioiiied. 

I had no idea. when. X commenced 
writing, of gecting into this vein of 
thought, but my mind has been led 
thereto while writing; therefore, 
without apology, I s^ia it as it is, 
and, in the words of David ask, Is 
there not a cause? Doth not the 
cry of the afflicted family of God 
go up for more Spiritual food 1 j 

You£8^ in Qov«naat bonds^ 
BttfjAMior James Bi&avaa^ 
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A VOICE PROM AMERICA. 
Dear Brother Banks, — Ycu will wonder 
who I am, and how I came to know you. 
First, I would say, the Lord has cast my 
lot out here in this moral and spiritual 
wilderness, where the pure truth of God is 
despised ; but I Imow one or two who love 
Jesus for what he has done for them and in 
them. Not having a living preacher in 
connection with the Word of God, we get 
The Earthen Vessel, Goqiel Standard^ 
and Mr. Wells^s Sermons. ISo you see I 
have an acquaintance with you by The 
Earthen Vessel : this is not all ; I have 
seen your face and heard your voice at 
Cave AduUam, when Mr. William Allen 
was pastor there ; and I would say how 
much interested myself and wife have been 
in watching your movements respecting 
Squirries Street Chapel; we lived in White 
Street, Bethnal Green Road. Not only 
have I heard you preach at the Cave, but 
at Crosby Row. 

And now I must bring to your mind a 
rehitfve of mine t«^o was baptised by you ; 
his name is Thomas Yarrow ; he was a 
member at Squirries Street Chanel. Now 
hear me. The Lord Jesus is suffering, and 
suffering greatly in one of his members, 
that is known to me. They will not let 
their trouble be known. I have done what 
I can, and wish it was in my power to 
raise them, but it is not. Mv God keeps 
me asking for my daily bread for the body 
as well as the souL Mrs. Yarrow is my 
wife's sister : she is suffering greatly, and 
in the most destitute circumstances. I 
would say it is not on account of any flnshly 
rehktionship, but the spiritual, that I have 
sent this to you ; for often have Yarrow 
and I taken sweet counsel, and walked to 
the house of God in company, and talked 
of the glorious Lord, and ms finished work. 
Since we have been out here, YaiTow has 
sent choice pieces culled from the Vessel, 
which, in the Lord's hand's, have refreshed 
our hearts. We want you to visit and help 
them if you can. Mr. James Wells, of the 
Surrey Tabernacle (oh, how I love him for 
lus work's sake) has a large Church and a 
rich one too ; perhaps he may have a master 
weaver among his congregation, a man 
Mrho loves the truth of God, one who will 
feel it to be a privilege to employ one of the 
Lord's needy ones, who loves the same 
truth ; especially good hands at their work, 
which I know Thomas Yarrow is, for I was 
in the same business, and worked for good 
houses, and know what good work is. 
Now I think I hear you say, Well, this is 
putting considerable exixa work on one who 
thas alraady bo much. Pardon the intrusion, 
bat I waat you to go and see them, and do 
what yon can to relieve them under their 
deep affliction. Their address is, IS, George 
GaidenBy Essex Street^ Bethnal Green 



Road. They do not know I have sent to 
you, but Jesus knows it, and it is for his 
sake I have taken this bold step to trouble 
vou thus. I could not rest till I had done 
it. May the Lord Jesus bless you. 

T. W. Kingsbury. 
Griggsville Pike County, 

Illinois, U.S., North America. 
Feb. 10th, 1868. 
[Mr. and Mrs. Yarrow are both well known 
to us. We have a sweet little note fronk 
Mrs. Yarrow, gratefully acknowledging 
the help we have been the means of 
rendering them. Mrs. Yarrow is greatly 
afflicted. Mr. Yarrow works hard ; but 
the silk trade is awfully bad. Thousands 
around us need help. — Ed. J 

HACKNEY ROAD.— The annual meet- 
ting in connection with Mr. H. Myerson's 
ministry in Shalom Chapel, Oval, was this 
year a joyous and prontable one. The 
chair was ably filled by our energetic and 
warm-hearted friend, Mr. G. T. Congreve, 
of Coombe Lodge, Feckham ; author of that 
excellect little Sundav School book, *^ Eight 
Acrostics on the Bible." The addresses 
delivered by the ministers were excellent ; 
and the presentation of a ^urse of about 
twelve sovereigns to the pastor was duly 
appreciated and gratefully acknowledged. 
It is pleasing to behold young men, such as 
Mr. Myerson, Mr. Sankey, Mr. Wale, and 
many more, springing up, to occupy the 
field as the fathers are either taken away, 
or laid aside. We were sorry to hear that 
Mr. Elven (who once laboured zealously at 
Clapham, and since Mr. Mayccek's removal 
from Hope, Bethnal Green, to Woolwich, 
has been supplying there to the gratification 
of all who heard him), has been laid down 
quite ill. He is a devout and good man ; 
and his ministry has been very useful. We 
hope he will be raised again speedily. 
The Church and congregation meeting in 
Claremont Chapel, have, lor several Lord's- 
days, lent their minister, A. Kape, to the 
widowed Church at BarUng Road ; and so- 
much has the LoM honoured him, that the 
Church at Barking Road, invited Mr. Kaye 
to preach to them for three months con- 
secutively. Mr. Thomas Stringer is- 
favoured to see Wellesley Street, Stepney,, 
qidte full : his work is followed with signs 
and seals, and peace and prosperity dwell 
together in their midst. 

ST. LUKE'S.— We understand Mr. 
George Wyard, sen. has resigned his min- 
isterial office at Bethesda, St. Luke's ; but 
whether the Church will suffer him to leave 
is not quite certain ; at least, we are not 
prepared to sav he has left, or will leave. 
If he does, doubtless another sphere of 
labour will be opened for him. Some of 
our oldest London Churches have either 
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lost their pastors, or their pastors are giving 
evident tokens that, before many years have 
rolled round, they will be called home to 
their rest: not a few of them have had 
long and successful days of good work in 
the Lord's service. What an immense 
amount of Gospel seed has been scattered 
almost broadcast by such men as lUr. John 
Foreman, Mr. James Wells, Mr. George 
Murrell, Mr. Samuel Milner, Mr. John 
Andrews Jones, Mr. George Moyle, Mr. 
John Kershaw, Mr. Bichard Luckin, and 
many more we might name ; and«.s St. Paul 
desired, and no doubt realised, a three-fold 
joy in finishing his course, so, will, we hope, 
these good ministers of Jesus Christ. Paul 
had the joy of a good conscience before 
<xod. A most precious treasure indeed! 
A conscience purged from guilt and sin by 
faith in the great atoning sacrifice of the 
Lamb, is of more value than ten thousand 
worlds. Then, secondly, Paul had the joy 
of knowing he had been instrumental in 
leading many sinners to Jesus, in whom 
they found redemption and forgiveness, 
and by the Holy Spirit were sealed unto 
the day of eternal glory. And, thirdly, 
Paul had the joy of assurance that for him 
there was laid up a crown of righteousness 
which the Lord would give unto him. In 
that final following of their course, may all 
our venerable and beloved' brethren have 
this three-fold joy, and the Lord's presence 
with them. Amen. 

BETHNAL GREEN.— Every week up 
ta the middle of March, the distribution of 
bread, some clothing, and, in urgent cases, 
money has been given. This kmd of the 
^exercise of charity might be continued to 
the comfort and relief of many of the Lord's 
<poor in this eastern part of London, who are 
•oomparatively hidden from the sight of the 
world; and whose tender feelings verv 
frequently quite forbid their rushing witn 
the masses who flock around the public 
places, where soup and other necessaries are 
<yfipensed. We visited the clean, neat 
cottages of one of our really half-starved 
weavers, (a genuine godly man and his 
wife). We have known them for years. 
We had close conversation with this brother. 
-''Bread and coffee," said he, ♦'are all we 
oan get ; and, except it is on Sunday, it is 
all we have had for months." There are 
hosts of cases like this. But unless you 
search and inquire carefully into these cir- 
cumstances, you would never think it. 
Had we the means to help them, there is no 
mission we would more joyfully prosecute 
than that so emphatically expressed by St 
James, "Pure religion, and undefiled before 
Ood and the Father, is this : To visit the 
latherless and widows in their affliction, and 
to keep himself unspotted from the world." 
This royal clothinq of pure religion 
(when the heart is right within, the soul 
regenerated within, the conscience dean 
and tender within ; the judgment firmly 
fixed in God's truth within ; when there is 
-TBUTH in the inward parts, and James's 



practical [charity and moral purity 
without) then this royal clothing must 
render the believer a happy man indeed. 
As we walked the other night among some 
of the most destitute, and felt compelled 
(narrow as our own means are) to scatter a 
a trifle here and thef e, the words in Isaiah 
Iviii. spake loud in our soul, " Is not this 
the fast that I have chosen ? Is it not to 
deal thy bread to the hungry ?" &c.. Oh 
ves, this is the fast that God hath chosen ; 
but how few, comparatively speaking, at- 
tempt to obey the Lord's commandment in 
this. One afflicted friend says : — 

"Deab Mb. Banks,— I was surprised to 
read of your resignation of service at 
Bethnal Green. From the allusion of Mr. 
Wells I see the anticipation is still held 
of a New Tabernacle, over which, I trust 
you will be placed and peacefully settled 
amongst your own people. I am glad to 
find you are visiting the afflicted and needy, 
and now enclose £i for the Lord's poor. 
Your " Cheering Words" are so improved 
that I endeavour to extend the circiilation. 
Hitherto the strop gest barrier against my 
efforts has been the sad, I might say sinful 
prejudice against anything connected with 
Mr. Wells, which the quotation from the 
sermon sought to soften. I will thank you 
to send me a dozen copies of this month's 
'Words.'" 

[Our resignation of the pastorate at 
Bethnal Green appeared necessary; after 
having been drawn there by circmnstan- 
ces which we know ought not to have 
influenced us, we had to bear the weight 
and burden of the whole cause onrsedves. 
We stood in the conflict as long as we 
could ; then, in grief, we resigned. But 
the almoner's office has been faithfully 
continued by Mrs. Banks to the utmost of 
her ability. We are glad our extract 
from Mr. Wells's sermon in " Cheering 
Words" is doing good. All who wish 
well to living ministers of truth, should 
let them widely spread. — 'Ed.'] 



BETHNAL GBEEN.— A faieweU meet- 
ing was holden in Squirries Street Chapel, 
on Monday evening, March 2nd, 1868. A 
select company of Mends took tea at 6. Mr. 
B. B. Wale presided over the first part of 
the evening meeting, and delivered an open- 
ing address of a thoroughly spiritual tODe, 
and expressive of much acquaintance with 
the mysterious pathway in which believers 
are of ttimes called to walk. Mr. Wale 
spoke of the benefit he had derived from 
the ministry of 0. W. Banks, and heartily 
prayed that he might still be more suocess- 
.,ful in the work of the Lord. Mr. Wale 
being obliged to leave, Mr. C. Gomwell 
took the chair, which he occupied until a 
late hour ; first, calling upon C. W. Banks 
to state his reasons for leaving Squirries. 
Street Chapel, which were given under 
four distinct headings ; tiiis, it is expected, 
will be published by scone friends in a 
separate form. Mr. Oomsrell sp<d[e"ireU 
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on eyery branch of the subject connected 
vith the cause at Squirries Street He had 
long loved his esteemed brother, and he had 
always been happy at the meetings he had 
attended there, .and also when dUled upon 
to preach in that pulpit ; and he hoped the 
Gospel would still be proclaimed there, 
although he knew it could not be for long, 
as the lease would very shortly expire. Mr. 
Edgerton, of the Baptist Chapel, West End, 
Tring, addressed the meeting in a manly 
and friendly spirit ; he was thankful for the 
explanation O. W. Banks had given. He 
hoped it would be extensively considered 
and be successful. The two deacons, 
Messrs. E. Hall and C. Longley spoke 
highly of their retiring minister, and testi- 
fied of his faithfulness and usefulness in 
his work. : 

BETHNAL GEEBN.— A five-pound 
Bank of England note, enclosed to 0. W. 
Banks, safe to hand, with the following 
iines; " Dear Sir, X see by the Vessbx you 
need funds for the poonso I send you £b. 
J. W." We thank "J. W." most sincerely. 
Jnst before it came we had a young man, 
the son of a widow, entreating us to help 
to get his aged and long-afflicted widowed 
mother on the funds of the Aged Pilgrims' 
Friend Society We had not the power to 
do §0, for, although it has been our happi- 
BMs to relieve many, very many aged pil- 
grims, it has never been in our power to 
subscribe to the Aged Pilgrims* Friend 
Society ourselves. But in this case we 
sent a donation to the poor widow, and we 
wrote a letter of recommendation, in which 
we said we had known poor Mra. R — for 
many years ; we had known her as a mem- 
ber of our Church ; we had known her as 
a real friend to the cause of God and truth ; 
we had known, had visited and seen her 
several times down in affliction, even at 
death's door ; we had known her as a wo- 
man of many tears and prayers for the con- 
version of her son when he was tossing on 
the seas, an ungodly youth ; and we had 
known her prayers to be wonderfully an- 
swered, for, several years since, when this 
son of hers came home, the Lord truly and 
really called him by grace under our min- 
istry; and although, like his widowed- 
mother, he is a poor fellow, and cannot get 
work enough to keep body and soul 
hardly torgether, yet we know he has 
been almost the only nurse, doctor, and 
comforter the poor widow has had through 
many a dreadful illness; and if there is 
one poor old saint on the earth who is 
deserving of help it is Mrs. E. We shall 
now help her further — in fact, we are 
bound to believe the Lord has, in mercy, 
called us into this much afflicted part of 
London, that we might carrv out " A Mis- 
sion of Eelief to the Lord's'Poor in Beth- 
nal Green." Of our stewardship we will 
render a just account, and we can con- 
fidently affirm, that as as we have been 
the maaas of getting and giving bread, 
clothing, and money to'tke pooKsaintftwith 



whosechanustrasand necessities we have had 
ample opportunities of becoming acquain- 
ted, we have rejoiced and been made thank- 
ful beyond expression. To us it is a feast 
indeed to be the Lord's messenger of tem- 
pcNrai relief to those who in silent form, and 
in patience wait until the Lord's hand is 
seen in making good His promise, " Bread 
shall be given thee, thy water shall be 
sure." C. W. Banks. 

1, Portland-terrace, 
"Victoria Park-road, South Hackney. 

Deab Mrs. Banks, — ^It is with deep 
feelings of gratitude 1 take up my pen to 
thank you for the help you have kindly 
rendered me the last few weeks, both in 
money and bread; also for the garments 
you so kindly gave me, being what I much 
needed. I would acknowledge the good 
hand of my God in thus suppljring my 
wants. When I first discovered that the 
cancer was growing again, I was filled 
with fear when I thought of my husband's 
small earnings, and my inability to help 
him; but these words were a comfort to 
me, "your heavenly Father knoweth ;" he 
has graciously supplied my needs up to the 

E resent time, for which I desire to praise 
is name, and pray for his. blessing to rest 
upon those kind friends that ha ve- minis* 
tered to our necessities. I would also 
thank vou in behalf of my daughter for 
what sne has received, and who is placed 
in verv trying circumstances. She is very 
thankful for any kindness shewn her. 
That the Lord's best blessing may rest upon 
you is the sincere desire of one of the Lord's 
afflicted ones. Ann Yabbow. 

15, George-gardens, Essex-street, 
Bethnal Gre«n-road, 

[Our cases of really deep, yet hidden dis- 
tress, increase. Three Christians, whom 
we have known for years — came out in a 
singular way about the 12th March. One 
man and his wife, and a poor old weaver 
and his wife, have been strongly recom- 
mended, and are judicially received. — 
Ed.] 

WATPOED.— In February number of 
The Earthen Vessel, you gave notice 
of a meeting to take place at Strict Baptist 
Church, Watford. The result was gratify- 
ing : it was evident at an early hour, some- 
thing unusual was going forward down 
Woodman's Yard, from the number of per- 
sons resorting thither. Had you been 
travelling in certain parts in the neighbour- 
hood, you would have met men, women, 
and children. "Why, what's going for- 
ward now?" says one. "Where are you 
going to now ? said another. " Oh, we 
are going to enjoy ourselves for once in 
our lives," and enjoy themselves they did. 
There was a deal of comfort in the arrange- 
ments. . . When the meeting was pro- 
posed, some said, "You will not have a 
score; you will get laughed at." What 
were their thoughts when sixty-three sat 
down to tea, beside many children ? Tho 
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Lord had iodiiied Ihm people's heste to 
eome, and aniple proriwm wee made 
wslked live nuleiL There was a mec 
tlie CTemng. The Stxiei BaptMU, in Uk 
parte, have not had nnich commnnion the 
Met thirty years ; hot the pbce was oowded 
with maov who are hnngeringaiid thiistiB^ 
after righteonsneafl, and who desire to 
wofBhxp the Lofd upon New Testomeat 
principles. That good soldier of the crosa. 
Mr. Henry Wise, pastor of Carmel Chapel, 
Pintlico, was cailed to the chair. Some 
were there who knew him thirty ^ears ago, 
vovng and vigorous, just pnttmg on the 
harness, nothing dsonted, ready to go 
througli any or everything for lus Lord ; 
he can best tell how many battles he has 
been in ; certainly he begins to look a little 
patriarchaL But who are these people 
that have made this stir? A few of the 
poor in this world^s goods. How are they 
sustained? The I>ord sustains them. I 
will ^ive you an instance. A few days 
previous to their meeting, a brother calling 
said, **Give me two or three bills, I am 
going to Harrow." The next day he said, 
** I have Ids. for the Church, and Ss. for 
the widow, Mrs. — ." "Why, how have 
vou managed that ? ** "• Oh, I gave the 
bills to two or three friends, and after some 
enquiries, one said, *■ If these people can go 
on, and have no collection, but trust in the 
Lord. I'll send them ds. ; the same example 
was followed by two others ; and another 
gave 38.*" Thus the Lord proved he could 
work upon the minds of whom he wilL 
And thus they are provided for. . . The 
Chairman called upon one to explain how 
they did not solicit a collection ? The re- 
ply was — *^ Four years ago seven persons 
met together for prayer in a cottage ; they 
met in gratitude to the Lord ; they had 
enough for their present needs ; ail expenses 
were paid, and they held a balance of 
£2 128. 2d, Some may say, that's nothing ; 
true, *tis not much to those who never knew 
the want of a shilling, but it is a great deal 
to those who occasionally have not had 
enough to pay their minister's expenses 
without making a special collection among 
themselves. Besides, this was a thanks- 
giving meeting ; this balance had accumu- 
lated out of voluntary subscriptions ; every 
farthing of receipt and expenditure had 
been set down from the beginning, who it 
had come from, and what it had gone for. 
We try to make all comfortable ; we charge 
nothing for seato ; every person is at liberty 
to give as they please; all are welcome; 
the Lord has provided us with a comfort- 
able room, and we meet to bless his Holy 
Name for many mercies received since we 
have met together. It has pleased the Lord 
to take away an aged brother, leaving a 
widow nearly blind, and totally unprovided 
for. Some weeks ago he was token ilL 
A sister said, "Can we not subscribe a 
penny a week to help them ? " and £1 6s. 4d. 
DOS been paid her from that source. They 
would like to nmke it twopence per week. 
If any of your readers will become sub- 
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saib e t ' S to our widow's fond, or give any- 
thing toward the support of the cause, it 
win be thankfully received. I am au- 
thorised to aay any snbscriptioiis sent to 
E. ChrMtana^ High street, Watford, will 
be acknowledged in your eolnmna. . . . 
Measrs, Wiaet, Hutchinson, Smallwood, 
Brtttain, and FranUin came to encourage 
US. It was one of the happiest meetings 
we ever attended. 

OsS WHO WAS FBE6BXT. 

MB. POOCK'B BIBTHDAY. 

TO THB BDROR OF ^'TS^SABTHEX TB8SKL." 

On Thursday, February 20th, the twenty- 
fourth anniversary of Mr. Poock*s pastorate 
in Betheeda Chapel, Ipswich, and seventy- 
first year of his natural birth-day was eom- 
memoiated, when 400 persons took tea in 
the chapeL After which, a public meeting 
commenced by singing and prayer; the 
treasurer read the finandal account of the 
year, shewing the cause a trifle in his 
debt, on account of new gates, pewa, and 
lamps erected, and repairs done to chapel 
and minister's honsei Mr. Poock then ad- 
dresBed the meeting, deeply impressed with 
the great goodness of his unchangeable 
God, in sparing, upholding, keeping, Ues- 
eing, and making so unworthy a creature a 
creature a blessing to others ; and although 
he was labouring from the effecte of a 
serious affliction, for which he blessed the 
Lord, who supported him wonderfully in 
it, endearing nimself bv it and filling his 
soul with such near and dear communion 
with his precious Jesus that he declared it 
to be one of the greatest blessings he ever 
received, enabling him to say. 

^* Sweet affliction that brings 
Jesus to my souL" 

Brethren Bearing, Whorlow, Clarke, 
Last, Willis, and Collins each addressed in 
turn, and truly each spake as solemnly 
directed by the love and spirit of brotherly 
affection and Gospel truth ; the like feelings 
appeared throughout the great congre^ 
tion, assemUed on that memorable occamon. 
Mr. Poock expressed his heart-felt thanks 
for the interest he had in the prayers of his 
dear people, and for their renewed marics 
of continued love. He hoped still to see the 
little while he had to live the Lord's name, 
word and work more visibly magnified 
amongst toem by the unction of the Holy 
Ghost, sought, found, felt, and enjoyed, and 
though we had lost eight by deaXh, during 
the year, ten had come forward to declare 
the Lord's mercv to them. The singers 
with their usual kind feelings and no mean 
ability, sung six appropriate anthems in 
pleasing and very solemn style. The dox- 
ology was sung, amd the friends retirsd, 
saymg it was the most profitable meeting of 
the kmd they ever attended. 

. Mr. P. found the following lines in his 
letter-box: — 
Mydearest father in the Lord, 
With you we would rejoice ; 
To bless and praise his Holy Name, 
For all his mercies p«^ 
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How good and great his love has been, 

In sparing you to see 
The age of seventy-one to-day, 

And from all bondage free. 

And if it is bis blessed will, 

May you yet live to be 
An instrument in God^s own band, 

Of setting many free. 

We know it is your souVs delight, 

To lift vour Jesus high ; 
Evfuh. lift him up we know you will, 

Until you're called to die. 

And when on earth your work is done, 

And you to glory go, 
You'll there for ever sing^ his love. 

Who did such mercy uiew. 

Cfod grant that we with you may meet 
In that bright world above ; 

Oh. how we'll praise our covenant God, 
For his electing love. 

S H — Salem Chapbl, Meabd's 
CouBT.— The period of a Church's history 
when left without a pastor is generally a 
drsary one. Salem has passed through 
twelve months in this condition, which has 
helped to thin her ranks and scatter her 
people. There now appears a fair prospect 
of a more satisfactory state of things. If 
nphtiy informed, an invitation has been 
given to a young man, a student in the 
the Theological College at Bury, in Lan- 
cashire, under Mr. Dowson, the predecessor 
over the people; Mr. Bloomfield at present is 
with in Yorkshire. Mr. Ibberson is a young 
gentleman of richly cultivated mind, of 
vivid imaginary powers, of manly form, 
though apparently of delicate constitution. 
His discourses are enriched with an extreme 
i^nge of reading, evincing great Biblical 
knowledge, and are delivered with a grace- 
f^il eloquence and earnestness which rivets 
the attention, and cannot fail to impress the 
most careless hearer. If Mr. Ibberson, as it, 
appears highly probable, accepts the charge, 
and his strength proves equal to the strain 
of a London pastorate, there may be still in 
the history of old Salem a brilliant future 
perhaps more than equal to any period of 
the past On Sunday, the 16th of February, 
he preached two very excellent discourses 
to encouraging and appreciative audienees. 
On some further occasion we may notice 
his ministry more at leogtii, as he is ex- 
pected to be in Salem again before long. 

BROOMSGBOVE.— Some membexa of 
the Baptist Church here, having felt it to 
be their duty to resign their connection 
therswith, and having purchased the Old 
Meeting House, were formed into a Church 
oa Lord's-day, Maxoh 8th, by Rev. William 
Stokes, of Manchester. Mr. Stokes gave a 
OKwt impressiveand importantaddresson the 
nature of a Christian Church. Twenty-one 
baptised believers were constitutedmembers 
of a new society on close communion prin- 
ciples. To the br^hren who have under- 

ken this fresh, responsibility, the old 



building was fragiant with sacred reminis- 
cences. Here they had long worshipped, 
and here the dust of their departed brethren, 
fathers, and children was deposited. The 
situation was besides convenient, in the 
midst of a dense population ; and what 
moved them most of all was that the chapel 
was about to be disposed to a publican to 
be transformed into a malthouse or drink- 
ing halL This is the oldest Baptist Chtirch 
in that part of the country, having been 
formed somewhere between 1660 and 1660. 
It is the Mother Church of all the Baptists in 
Birminghamand a distance round. For 200 
years or more it was both honourable and 
useful. But recently it has permitted 
"wood, hay, stubble," to accumulate on 
the ancient foundation, and as a consequence 
it has become liberal enough to welcome to 
the fold those who have not " entered by 
the door into the sheepfold." May this new 
effort to return to the good old paths be 
abundantly blessed of God. 

NORTH BRIXTON HALL.—Dear 
l^R. Banks, — Will you be kind enough to 
insert the following in your much esteemed 
Earthen Vessel for next month. On 
Tuesday, March 17th, at the above hall, 
(situate in St. Ann's Road, North Brixton), 
according to advertisement, we held the 
first anniversar}'' since the enlai^gement, 
we had ^with the exception of that ever- 
memorable day, the 16th of October, 1867, 
when eight sermons were preached) one- of 
the most happy days past or can in future 
be enjoyed, for from the commencement at 
eleven o'clock, when the sermon was 
preached by that truly and venerable and 
puritan. Father Wall, of Gravesend, from 
the third chapter of the Gospel according to 
St. John, twenty-ninth verse: '*He that 
hath the bride is the Bridegroom," Ac. 
"With what power did the Holy Ghost make 
Himself manifest in the souls of the whole 
congregation without exception. Truly 
did I feel none of the responsibility attend- 
ant upon having those ministers who preach 
that Gospel which Paul denounced. At 
three o'clock in the afternoon, there was a 
good attendance, including some ministers 
not connected with us. That genius, Mr. 
B. B. Wale, of Blackheath, preached from 
Ezekiel x. 13, *' As for the wheels it was 
cried unto them in my hearing, O wheel." 
It was an edifying account of God's wheel 
of providence and grace. The delivery of 
the sermon took fifty minutes. At five 
o'clock a lai^ number partook of tea. 
Shortly after tea, our chairman, tliat 
friend to our denomination, Mr. Thomas 
Pocock. The Chairman, after eulogising 
the promoterof the Hall, and the instrument 
of forming the Church, said he felt ex« 
tremely happy to preside at their first 
anniversary, and he v^tJA pleased to hear 
the good account of the way and manner the 
work had been carried on ; not only had 
God been pleased to smile on our efforts in 
forming a Church, but they had had to 
enlarge for the use of a Sunday School ; 
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they badftlso a Bible Class establi^ed for 
fexuaJes. He then called upon that warm- 
hearted brother Steed, who, according to 
the judgment of some of the brethren, 
requires a little more knowledge than so 
much red hot zeal. Our brother (or as one 
termed him the Bishop of Shadwell) com- 
menced with a passage from N ehemiah x. 87, 
" We will notforse^e the house ctf our God," 
which caused in the course of his address 
much tittering and '^oh, oh." He concluded 
his speech by telling brother Glennie not 
to allow any to occupy that platform with 
a yea and nay Gospel, or else there would 
be no Thomas Steed there* After some 
excellent speeches from the brethren 
Bangh, Silverton, Attwood, and Caunt 
the meeting closed with the doxology, 

"Praise God frem whom all blessings flow." 
Surely we have cause to bless God, for it 
was the best day we ever had sipce the hall 
has been opened with the exception of the 
before-named day. The collections were 
good. We cannot but notice the Christian 
feeling of the Chairman, who contributed 
towaards the expenses of the cause. Yours 
truly, W. J. G1.ENNIE. 



ISLINGTON. — Pkovidence Ghapbi- 
On Lord's-day March 8th, three sermons 
were preached, and on Tuesday the IQth, a 
sermon, tea, and public meeting to cele- 
brate the second anniversary of Mr. T. 
Baugh, who preached in the morning, Mr. 
Stringer in the afternoon, and Mr. Silver- 
ton in the evening; the congregations 
were exceedingly good. Mr. Wale preached 
on the Tuesday afternoon, in his usual 
masterly way, an excellent sermon. A good 
company sat down to a well provided tea ; 
Mr. Baugh occupied the chair at the public 
meeting supported by Messrs. Wale, 
Stringer, Silverton, Mr. Kevan, and Mote. 
A report was read shewing that during the 
two years, fifty souls exactly have been 
added to the church, a Dorcas society 
established, and also a mental improvement 
class which is much appreciated. Thechurch 
is at peace, and the people profit under the 
ministry, which minisUy is of a higher 
order, intellectually, perhaps, than many in 
our Baptist churches, but the grace and 
the gift when combined is delightful to an 
enlightened child of God. We have the truth 
in its purity, the work of the Father, the 
Son, and the Spirit maintained with great 
tenacity, doctrinal, experimental and prac- 
tical truth set before u» from time to timewith 
enei^ and power ; the Lord being in our 
midst) his work in our souls we trust is 
progressing, and our numbers increasing, 
in his name we hope to go on and prosper, 
praying the Lord to send labourers into his 
vineyard, for the harvest is great, but the 
labourers are few. May the guts and graces 
increase of those who do la^ur, and God's 
cause prosper everywhere. 

WATFORD ^Mb. EDnw,— In your 

notice of preachings, &c., published in the 



VESssii for last month, under the heading 
" Watford Baptist cause. Queen street," are 
these words, " The worship of God having 
been carried on in this place for nearly fonr 
years, still continues." The fact is the 
members of the Strict Baptiht church, 
which was formed in this town four years 
ago, rented this room in Queen street, at 
£6 lOs. per annum, and also paid the 
greaiter portion of the rates and taxes upon 
the whole premises. In August last year 
they received the following notice from the 
landlord. 

August 10th, 1867. 

To the church of Christ meeting in 
Queen street, Watford. 

I hereby give you notice to quit and give 
up possession of the room you now hold of 
me on or before September 9th, 1867. 
Signed, Charles Goodsoh. 

Accordingly the church left, and now 
meet for worship every Lord's-day in the 
schoolroom situate in Woodman's yard. 
High street, and if those who put forth that 
statement are those who sent in a written 
notice of their withdrawal from the 
church's communion dated two days aft^ 
the notice to quit, and which the church 
accepted, wish to form another church, 
there can be no objection to their so doing, 
nor to any other. But if thev put forth 
statements calculated to mislead the public, 
let them not complain at our explanation. 
We have submitted this to Mr. H. Wise, 
the much esteemed pastor of Carmel 
chapel, Westboume street, Pimlico, who has 
resided in this town forty years, he being 
perfectly acquainted with all the circum- 
stances of the dase can vouch for the truth 
of what we state, and has given us permis- 
sion to use his name herein. 

E. Christmas. 

REPLIES TO THE QUERY, " WHAT 

IS THE MEANING OF 
VESSEL-MEN ?" 

Dbar Brothsb Banks, — On the cover of 
this month's Y essbl, a corTespondentsignung 
.himself ^^ Anti-Bigot?' wishes to know what 
is to be understood hy the term ^^ A Vessbl 
man ?" This renunoB me of a circumstance 
that happened neaiiy three years ago. I 
was engaged to preach at Richmond one 
Sabbath; while travelling on the S. W; 
railway, I fell in with a good brother who 
was going to preach at another chapel in 
the same vicinity. After the usual compli- 
ments of the day tie at some length told me 
what my faith and views were concerning^ 
the sonship of Christ^ I looked at him 
with some astoniBfament and said I ww 
not aware that such were my views for I 
have read much on both sides of the 
question, and am still where Peter was whan 
the light went out, viz., in the dark. He 
replied, "Your name is frequently in the 
Eabthen Vebsbim And that is a periodical 
patronized by Mr. Wdlls, and we all know 
what his views are," so I suppose by 
the same rule if I were seen to leave* a 
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stable I must be oooeidered a horse. So if 
your correspondent wishes the definition of 
ft Ybssbl man it is one whose name is seen 
in the Vessel. When will such sad distinc- 
tion be buried without the least hope of 
a resurrection ? Allow me in conclusion to 
say that I am both a Yessel and a. Standard 
man, for by the grace of God, I am a 
vessel of mercy and by the teaching and 

Sower of God determined to stand by that 
tandard which knows nothing among 
men save Jesus Christ and him crucified. 
Wishing you every blessing and favour, I 
remain, yours in the Gospel, 

W. Caunt. 
163, Newington Causeway, 
Southwark, March 11th, 1868. 



Mr. C. W. Banks, — I beg to say without 
fear, that person who would call another 
"A Yessbl man" reproachfully, proves 
himself to be full of uncharitableness. Woe 
to that man when the sifting time comes. 
Woe to that man when the book of remem- 
brance is opened, if he has an evil eye to- 
wards those who worship God in spirit and 
in truth. What ! to dare to throw a 
venomous dart at another, and call him 
"hyper," because he is so favoured of the 
Lord, and has implanted within his heart 
that incorruptible seed which liveth and 
abideth for ever; and' being thus favoured 
cannot fail to declare the whole counsel of 
God, because he loves God with all his 
heart, soul, and strength, and is determined 
to speak it forth in truth and soberness. 
This is what it means, dear sir, that heart 
is at enmity with God, and such will find 
themselves in very inferior company by and 
by, if grave prevent not Let such take 
heed to their ways; the day will declare it. 
I have never had the pleasure of speaking 
to you, dear sir, but, bless the Lord, I 
do love good men, and if I love the 
brethren, I love God. These are few 
words; but true to the very letter. 
Wishing you all success and strength ac- 
cording to your day, 

A Vessel Woman. 



SAXMUNDHAM.— The little church 
wonhipping at the above place has had 
long conflict ivith their chapel debt ; this 
place, which was originally private property 
cost with trust deed, £835 : in 1862, it was 
purchased by the church, and during the six 
years since, by the united efforts of pastor 
and people, and the kind assistance of 
fiiendSj the debt is brought down to £65, 
this s«m being the remaining of £100, 
kindly lent by the Building fund ; we are 
bound to reduce it not less than £10 per 
annum. We find this to be a heavy tax 
upon our financial ability, we being only a 
small church, and chiefiy those in humble 
circumstances, and as we hope the Lord has 
appeared for ua in sending us a minister, 
we find it necessary in oider to give him 
adequate support to make special efforts to 
clear off the debt. The female part of our 
church and congregation are desirous of 



helping in this matter, by getting up » 
Bazaar, purposed to be held in the Com 
Hall, D.V., the first week in May. We 
tender our most grateful thanks to those 
friends, who have so kindly responded to 
our appeal, both by articles and donations. 
If this should meet the eye of any to whom 
we have appealed who have forgotten us, 
we can only say, that our prayers are that 
the Lord may incline their hearts to help 
us in this our struggle to get rid of a long 
felt burden. We need still further help, in 
order to accomplish our much desired object,, 
therefore any article or contribution of any 
kind, will be most thankfully received by 
Messrs. Barnes, Stemfield, CuUingfbrd 
and Messrs. G. Newman, Saxmnund- 
ham. We thankfully acknowledge the 
kind donations of Joseph Fritton, Esq. 
London £2; W. Beech, Esq. Chelms- 
ford £1 ; the church at Crawford 16s. 2d. 
who had also given^ collection some time 
since for this object, and several other kind 
friends smaller sums. 

We are thankful to say things are look^- 
ing very cheering with respect to our little 
cause, the Lord having brought in our 

midfMr. House, from Hadlow, having 
heard him five months, we have given him a 
call to become our pastor. Since he has 
been with us, the congregation has 
increased ; the village stations are attended 
to overflowing ; and prayer meetings, five 
weekly are well attended, and what is most 
gladdening, instances of conversion are not 
wanting. For these blessings we desire to 
give our great Jehovah all the praise. 

J. CuLLINOFOfiD. 



DALSTON, Albion Hall, Albion 
SauARB. — The first anniversary of the new 
Baptist interest at the above place was 
held on Wednesday, January 29th. A large ; 
company of friends set down to an excellent 
tea, after which a public meeting was held, 
when the spacious hall was quite full. A. 
J. Bowser, Esq., was expected to take 
the chair, but unavoidably prevented, the 
pastor, Mr. J. Blake, presided ; and stated 
that in their first year it had been their lot 
to travel up the Hill Difficulty, but still 
the year had been one of progress^ their 
finances (on the weekly offerting system) 
had been very satisfactory, their numbers 
had increased, several had been baptized ; 
others now stood proposed for membership ; 
and many round them were asking their 
way to Zion. A Sunday afternoon servant's 
Bible Class had been started ; and already 
had yielded fruit into life. A Sabbath 
school had been formed, which was rapidly 
increasing. Deacons had been chosen, and 
their hope was to establish a church in 
Dalston, holding the old fashioned doctrines 
of grace, and at the same time liberal in 
spirit, and devoted to the work of Christ. 
Messrs. W. A. Blake. J. Pearce,W.Alder8on, 
G. Wyard, and T. Baugh, addressed the 
meeting, expressing their pleasure in. the 
prosperity that God had given, and the 
happiness that characterised the meeting. 
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Brother Baugli said, he w»8 sure his 
brother Blake might say, ^* the lines have 
faUen to me in pleasant places^ and I Have 
a goodly heritage.'' A vote of thanks was 
proposed by Mr. Knight, of Brixton, to the 
ladies who had kindly provided the ex- 
cellent tea at their own expense, which 
vote was of course duly seconded and 
Adopted, and a few words of prayer brought 
the interesting and happy meeting to a 
close. 

TO THE CHURCH AND CONGRE- 
GATION WORSHIPPING IN THE 
BAPTIST CHAPEL, * CASTLE- 
REAGH STREET, SYDNEY. 
My Deab Brbthren, —Through the 
abundant mercy of my ever gracious and 
faithful God, I am now restored to my 
usual health and strength, and am working 
with all my might whatsoever my hands 
find to do, confidently believing that the 
liord will help me to accomplish the obiect 
of my mission to England, viz. the freeaom 
of the Lord's house from out of the hands 
of men, and until that is accomplished, I 
shall not give up believing, praying, and 
working, in the name, fear, and strength of 
the Lord. By this out going mail, you will 
receive the third hundred pounds, and by 
the following mail, April, the fourth hundred 
will be sent. Praise ye the Lord. For your 
information, I shall continue a short de- 
scription of my laboure in this good old land, 
amongst the churches of Christ, and al- 
though mv labours have been heavy, con- 
sidering tnat I have only just been raised 
up from a very t^ing affiction, yet, having 
obtained help of God, I continue unto this 
day. 

I left London for Tunbridge Wells, on 
tny way to Matfield Green, and lodged for 
the nignt, at the house of my dear brother, 
P. Carr, who was called under my ministery ; 
when I preached at Hadlow. While there, 
my attention was directed to the following 
lines, as being suitable to myself, wife, and 
family, and the people of my charge, being 
separated as we are by the wide, wide, sea^ 
16,000 miles. 

"When far from the hearts where our 
fondest thoughts centre. 
Denied for a time their loved presence 
to share ; 
In spirit, we meet, when the closet we 
enter. 
And hold sweet communion together in 
prayer. 
Oh! fondly think, as night curtains surround 
them. 
The shepkerd of Israel tenderly keeps ; 
The angels of light are encamping around 
them, 
They are watched by the eye that ne'er 
slumbers nor sleeps. 

When the voice of the morning once more 
shall awake them, 
And summon them forth to the calls of 
the day ; 



I win think of that God who will never 
forsake them. 
The friend ever near though all else be 
away. 

Then why should one thought of anxiety 
seize us. 
Though distance divide us from those 
whom we love ; 
They rest in the covenant mercy of Jesus, 
Their prayers meet with ours in the 
mansions above. 

Oh! sweet bond of friendsliip, whatever 
may betide us, 
.Though on life's stormy billows our bark 
may be driven ; 
Though distance, or trial, or death may 
divide us, 
Eternal reunion awaits us in heaven. 

Lord's day, February 23rd. I preached 
three times in the Baptist Chapel, Matfield 
Green. The Lord was indeed in our midst. 
The people who are not rich in thistworld, 
were full of sympathy toward their sister 
church in Sydney, and gave me a good col- 
lection, which amounted to £9 Os. 8^d. 

Eighteen years ago, I preached several 
times in that chapel. I sometimes sowed in 
tears the gospel seed, and now I have 
reaped in my several seals, who under the 
word then preached were delivered from 
the hateful ways of sins, turned to the fold 
and entered into the kingdom of Christ. 
They were glad to see me, and I rejoiced to 
see my children walking in the truth. 

Monday, 24th. I lectured in the Town 
Hall, Tunbridge, near Hadlow, and was 
surrounded with old friends, and many to 
whom I had preached the word of life for 
some years at Hadlow. I felt myttelf greatly 
honoured of God, after an absence of more 
then fifteen vears to be thusfound, notonly 
to meet old friends, but in being able to say, 
" By the grace of God, I am what I am." 
I was most kindly received and the col- 
lection was, X4 lis. 8d. 

Tuesday, 25th. Through the strength- 
ening and preserving mercy of the 
Lord, I arrived in London, and lectured 
in Mount Zion Chapel, Chadwell-fitreet. 
Brother Hazelton took the chair, and 
spoke well on behalf of our cause. I 
was happy while speaking of those things 
the Lord has done for us in Australia, indeed 
we were all happy together, and the people 
gave me a good collection which amounted 
to £20 4s. lOjd. 

I lodged that night at the house of 
Brother Minton, but we could not go to bed 
till morning, for the joy and gladness we 
had found m the house of the Lord, for we 
could say, and did say, " The Lord hath 
done great things for us, whereof we are 
glad." 

[Owing to receiving our brother McCure's letter 
80 late in the month, we are compelled thus 
abruptly to break it off. It will appear next 
month. We are pleased to find that he had 
a good meeting at Mr. John Foreman's <^pd. 



" i^ Jag gippraarlring." 

(< Bring the kingdom, Lord, make haate, bring on the glorious day.** 

WfilTTBV FOB THB BDIFIOATION OF ▲ GHRISTIAK IK DEEP WATEBS ; ACOOBD- 
IirO TO THE PBOHISX OITEN BY THE WBITEB WHEN STANDINQ IS THB 

CHAMBEB OF AFFLICTION. 

"And so much the more as ye see the day approaching.** — ^eb. z. 25. 

There are at least four days to which the text might be applied. Bat 
let us first, consider the general scope of Pant's ministry as it is seen 
in the contest. 

There were three things especially which the great apostle of the 
Grentiles aimed at in his ministry ; and those three things comprehended, 
for the most part, all that a faithful minister can wish to achieve. 

First, Paul sought most intently the time and genuine conversion 
of sinners unto God. Oh ! for such a soid, such a spirit, such a zeal, 
such prayers as this apostle had ; he says, '* I speak to you (Gentiles, 
inasmuch as I am the apostle of the Gentiles, I magnify mine office, if 
by any means I may proke to emulation them which are my flesh, and 
might SATE SOME OF THEM." There was the great desire of his soul as 
regards the Jews. Then, with reference more es|)ecially to the chief 
design of his apostleship, the ingathering of some from heathen nations, 
he declares it to be "a faithful saying, and worthy of all acceptation, 
that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners of whom I 
(said he) am chief." Yea, he declared, he was ** made all things to all 
men, that he might by all means save some." 

The conversion of sinners is essentially necessary for three things. 

1. Without it, a true servant of Christ can never be satisfied that the 

Lord has sent— or is sending him to the work. 2. It is essential to the 

peace of the church. What new blood is to the physical system, such is 

the incoming of precious souls to Zion. It is the great feature which 

shall distinguish the true church of Christ from all the rest in the 

last day ; for " Of Zion it shall be said, this and that man was bom 

in her, and the Highest himself shall establish her." That church 

which is mai-ried to Jesus Christ, and that ministry which proceedeth 

from Himself will, most assuredly, be faithful in winning souls. This 

true conversion work keeps Zion busy, and in such work she is 

generally happy. 

^* Angels and men all join to sing, 
The hill where living waters spring.^* 

They were happy days with me when I was constantly engaged in 

those five beautifully consecutive works. 1. Preaching the Gospel 

nearly every day. 2. Listening to the testimonies of those whoso 

hearts the Lord had opened. 3. Proposing them to the church. 4. 

Baptizing them. Then 5. Keceiving them into the family circle at the 

tahle of the Lord. Oh ! ye servants of the most high God, covet 

earnestly this best of all employments in which men can be found in 

this lower world. For, 

" When God makes up his last account of nations in His holy mount, 
'Twill be an honour to appear, as one new bom and nour'shed there." 
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This conversion of sinners is essential to the continuance and 
extension of the E/edemer's kingdom. In two cases, lately, yea in more 
than two, I have been privately asked to try and remove the pastor of 
the churches where I laboured, simply because there were no additions 
by the ministry ; consequently, the causes were sinking, the funds were 
declining, the congregations were dissolving, the deacons' hearts were 
aching, the ministers had hung their harps upon the willows ; and instead 
of seasons of refreshing and days of rejoicing, all things were gloomy ; 
and what to do none appeared able to say. 

The second great object of Paul's ministry, was the planting of 
churches. In this he was successful . He could say, " I have planted, 
ApoUos watered, Goi> gave the incresuse." And having been instrumental 
in the calling of many souls, and in planting many churches, his third 
great desire was that these churches might be healthy, peaceful, and 
prosperous. How pure and truly good is that exhortation of Paul's to 
his favourite church, the Philippians ; '' Only let your conversation be as it 
becometh the Qospel of Christ ; that whether I come and see you, or 
else be absent, I may hear of your affidrs, that ye stand fast in one 
spirit, with one mind striving together for the faith of the Gospel." 

There is nothing more positive than the sweet direction in Psahn 
cxxii. '' Pray for the peace of Jerusalem ; they shall prosper tJiat love 
thee ;" there is no resolve more indicative of a healthy state of soul 
than the words so often sung: 

** My Bonl shall pray for Zion stfll, 
While life or breath remains ; 
There my best friends, my kindred dwell, 
There God my Saviour reigns." 

In {he prosecution of these great designs, Paul put a negative upon three 
natural powers ; and an absolute positive upon three spiritual powers. 
"We preach not ourselves, but Christ Jesus the Lord." "Who is 
Paul, and who is ApoUos, but ministers by whom ye believed 1" A man 
may stand six feet high ; in person he may be beautiful ; in voice he 
may be sweet ; but men, (as men in this work of saving souls) are 
nothing. 

" KoT by works of righteousness which we have done ;" " By grace 
are ye saved, through faith ; and that not of yourselves ; it is the gift of 
God. Not of works, lest any man should boast." God hath ordained 
that his people should walk in the good works of faith, hope, love, 
obedience to the Gospel principle and ordinances; and in constant and 
earnest prayers, but the salvation of the soul is of the Lord alone. 

Again — natural, moral, benevolent, and professional gifts are nothing 
in this great work. Pure love to Christ, love to the whole Grospel of 
Christ, love to the souls of the people ; this charity is the great moving 
power, without it all persons, all works, all gifts, avail nothing. 

The absolute positive lies in the great powers, election, bedbmp- 
TION, and SANCTIFICATION. When the Gentiles heard Paul and Barnabas 
preaching salvation by Christ alone, they were glad, and glorified the 
Lord, and " as many as were ordained to eternal life believed." 

All these things are concentrated in few words in that remarkable 
chapter Hebrews x. where the text is found. There the apostle puts 
together the church's , portion which she has in Christ ; and also, what 
her proper behaviour towards Christ ought to be. His indicative words 
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are "having/' and then, ''let ns/' &c. And having dra'wn up the two 
lines of possession in Christ, and of propriety of character for Christ, 
he calls for an increasing intensity, a progressive and onward earnestness, 
hy saying, *^ And so much the more as ye see the day approaching/' 
Bead the will, first, to ascertain the portion, the treasures bequeathed. 
Then, read the exhortations as indicating the pathway of Christian life 
and labour while here below. The wUl of God, the work of Christ, the 
witness of the Spirit, and the way of the true believer, are themes upon 
which Paul speaketh plainly in this great piece of inspired theology. 

First, then, the Church's portion in Christ, or what she has. On 
her side, and in her favour, is, first, ihe sovereign will of God. Paul 
referring to hiB Lord and master, and shewing his infinite superiority 
over all the priests and offei^ings of the old dispensation, says— ^* Where- 
fore, when He cometh into th/e world, hesaith, sacrifice andofiering thou 
wonldest not, but a body hast thou {»epared me." Grod could not delight 
in thoHe sacrifices, nor would He any longer require them; seeing the 
time was come, when the great Anti-type should Himnelf appear. Hence, 
it is added^ '^ In burnt offerings and sacrificen for sin, thou hast had no 
pleasure ; then said I, Lo, I come to do thy will, O God." * * * '* By 
the which will we are sanctified through the offering of the body of 
Jesus Christ, once for all." Qod*a sovereign will of purpose, and of 
command, was, and is this, that through the offering of the body, or 
whole person of Jesus Christ once and for ever^ all for whom he came to 
die, should be sanctified, or set apart for the worship, and for the king- 
dom, and for the glory of God for ever ; and thereby so set apart, that 
nothing in life, or in death should ever be able to alter the counsel, the 
conduct, or the consummation of that will whereby they were from ever- 
lasting appointed, not to wrath, but to obtain salvation through our 
Lord Jesus Christ. 

It is in this that Paul takes his stand in his triumph to the Bomans, 
*^ If God be for us, who then, can be against us ? Who shall lay any- 
thing to the diarge of God's elect? It is God that jn8ttfi.eth. Who is 
he that condemneth ? (seeing, according to the will of the eternal God) 
It is Christ that died ; yea, rather that is risen again, ; who is even at 
the right hand of God, making intercession for us.'' Thus the Divine 
will looked to the great sacr^oe ; and the great Sacrificer obeys the 
Divine will ; therefore, tfie closing query comes in with much authority, 
and with great propriety, " Who sludl separate us from the love of Christ ? 
Seven of the greatest adversaries are then marshalled before the mind's 
eye of the apostle, " Tribulation, Distress, Persecution, Famine, Naked- 
ness, Peril, Sword." Seven dark and dreadful enemies to look at, and 
to endure ; but in all, and through all these things, we are more than 
conquerors through Him that loved us. 

For several weeks this two-fold subject has been on my mind. It 
appears to me to comprehend all the fundamental parts of our salvation ; 
and is so full of consolation to the believing family, that I will, as quickly 
as possible, complete it in the pages of The Eabthek Vessel, and if to 
any of the seeking seed it proves a word in season, I shall be happy to 
hear from them. My life, my everything, I leave in the hands of the 
Lord. If He pleases, this subject shall be continued next month. 

C. W. B. 
K 2 
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THE DEATH AND BURIAL OF MR ELI WHITING. 

TWENTY-FITE TEAKS PASTOB OF THE BAPTIST CHUBGU AT NEEDIKQ. 

WOBTHy HANTS. 



Yes ! our brother is dead ! Who would have thought it ? That massiye 
frame is lifeless; that boanergean, stentorophonic ministerial voice is 
silent among us for ever ; the melancholy news came startlin^ly unex- 
pectedly upon thousands, with a secret shrill voice, '' Be ye also ready." 
How he will be missed at our anniversaries, at our Sabbath school 
festivals, and not least when Mr. Spurgeon visits any part of the country, 
for they were always together like Jonathan and David. He had 
been ill for about two months, only having preached one Lord'a-day at 
his chapel during that period, but no one thought of his dying ; no, nor 
himself, till within a few days of his death. Spasmodic affection of the 
heart, producing violent pain and sickness, was his last complaint^ which 
terminated Friday night, March 27th, about a quarter to nine o'clock. 
He has lefb a beloved widow and only daughter to mourn his loss, having 
been settled at Needingworth for a quarter of a century, if he had lived 
till next November. 

The funeral took place on Wednesday, April 1st, 1868. Soon after 
three o'clock in the afternoon, an immense number of people were 
gathered round the house, including above a score of ministers of various 
denominations, and persons of high respectability, not in the least con- 
nected with his cause. The ministers preceded the corpse to the cemetery 
three abreast, as also those before referred to who came to show their 
great respect for him ; a vast number followed the mourning relatives. 
Having arrived at the grave, Mr. Kobinson, of Staughton, (his pastor) 
read part of 1st Corinthians, 15th chapter; Mr. Ashby, of Whittlesey, 
engaged in solemn. prayer. The corpse was then lowered into the grave, 
whilst his pastor leaned over it and wept, saying with great emotion, '^ I 
had arranged that my dear brother should have performed this last office 
for me, but my heavenly Father has again taken His pen and scratched 
out my appointments." After delivering a touching address, the service 
there ended by Mr. Leach, of Swavesey, engaging in prayer, and Mr. 
Kobinson pronouncing the benediction. In the evening at six o'clock, 
the new chapel (which has only been built about seven years, and for 
which our brother laboured so arduously) was literally packed with 
people. Mr. Flanders, of Swavesay, gavg out the first hymn, 183 
Denham's, Mr. Shaw, of Over, read the 5ih chapter of second Corinthians, 
Mr. Willis, of Somersham, prayed, Mr. Hewlett, of Willingham, then 
gave out 538 Kippon's, after which Mr. Bobin^on commenced his 
sermon by reading as his text 2 Tim. 1. part of 12th verse, '^ I know 
whom I have believed, and am persuaded that he is able to keep 
that which I have conmiitted unto him against that day.'* The preacher 
said, this text is not your choice, it is not my choice, but the choice of 
our dear departed brother ; last time we met it was summer, now it is 
the wintry blast ; trials are the portion of God's family, but He weighs 
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and measures tbem^ and strength is proportioned. A child of God in his 
heavenlj Father's arms, has no more occasion to fear being lost than the 
immortal spirits before the throne ; the apostle and our dear departed 
brother seemed to have an unshaken confidence in the Lord ; Jesus 
Christ was the very centre of his soul. Many have doubts and fears 
because they dwell in the cellar, they stand on the lower rounds of the 
ladder, we live too low, we want to climb where Moses stood, and view 
the landscape o'er. Paul was a good climber and a great diver ; he 
dived after greater richer? than ever the Royal George contained, and 
cried, " Oh the depths both of the wisdom and knowledge of God," &c. 
Our brother knew and loved Jesus, His word, promises, invitations, 
doctrines, blood, righteousness, forbearance, grace effected ; loved Him 
as the man of sorrows, God-man, the God of the universe. Matthew 
Hale says, the knowledge of Jesus Christ is the best of all sciences, a 
knowledge of Jesus leads to a trust and confidence in Him, trust Him 
with anything and everything. Now you know some you would not 
like to trust with your purse, much less with your title deeds ; and those 
you do not know, you would not trust with them ; but our brother knew 
Jesus and trusted in Him, he was persuaded this was as an holdfast to 
his soul, a bond of union, persuaded of the ability of Clirist. What 
poor creatures •we all are ; why you could not keep that dear child alive, 
that dear wife, that dear husband, that dear pastor, not even ourselves, 
bodies or souls, but Jesus can. I hope Jesus will rise in your opinion ! 
Some of you are going down the other side of the hill, I hope the south 
side, the sunny side ; I trust there will be seen abundant crops of grace 
growing now ; Luther says, God's mercies came into the world on the 
back of the devil's temptations. Christ has become the Christian's 
castle, shield, sword, helmet, breastplate, yea, Christ alone, above all 
other objects precious. Our brother doubtless committed his soul and 
'body to Jesus, his dear wife and only daughter (ah, the bond is broken 
now and for ever) also the church, congregation, deacons, and poor of the 
flock, until that day when the world shall be on fire. Are you well 
insured, and in the right office % for some you know break, look to it that 
you are not self-deceivers. Our dear brother was well insured, he 
enjoyed peace in his soul and died happy, though Satan did not altogether 
let him alone ; there was quite a conflict one time, but he exclaimed 
**God is my salvation. He is become my salvation." Now our brother 
is gone, your pastor is dead, his voice is silent, yoa are destitute as a 
church, dwell in love and peace, and God will eventually enable you to 
make a suitable choice of another. I suppose the widow cannot hear 
me, being deaf, but I would tell her in her great loss to remember Jesus ; 
and to the daughter, my child, remember your father's God, and may He 
be your guide even unto death. Mr. Edwards, of Sutton, then gave out 
986 Denham's ; Mr. Haines, of St. Ives, prayed, and the choir then 
sang " Yital Spark," and Mr. Robinson pronounced the benediction ; thus 
terminated this very solemn meeting. 

There have been only four pastors to the cause at Needingworth ; a 
marble tablet on the left of the pulpit going in shews the first. Mr. 
Ladson, who,* after a pastorate of fifty -two years died there, aged eighty- 
seven ; also Mr. Sheroad, who has a tablet on the right, who departed 
this liife among them after fifteen years settlement, aged fifty-eight ; then 
Mr. Wallis was there for about seven years, and then went somewhere 
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else ; and tlie last, Mr. Whiting, near twenty-five years, in the fifty- 
fourth year of his age. 

April 8th, 1868. R. G. Edwabds. 

MRS. ELIZABETH ARMSTRONG. 

[We have read the following memoir with solemn and softened feelings, 

sorrow and joy together mingling. To young and happy Christians, this 

little paper furnishes a lesson of great value. In leaving her father's 

house, she appears to have turned out of the way. Years of affliction 

followed ; seas of grief must have washed over her soul ; but they are 

over now. We ask Christian parents to read this to their diildren.-* 

Ed.] 

The subject of this brief memoir was bom at Rugby, on the 3rd of 

January, 1793. Her maiden name was Flavel, and she was a lineal 

descendant of the worthy John Flavel, a Nonconformist divine and 

author, who lived in the early part of the seventeenth century. Her 

parents were for many years consistent members of the Established 

Church, and in connection with which her early years were passed. Her 

father, though highly esteemed for the strict principles of morality which 

govei*ned his conduct, was a stranger to divine life, but was brought into 

the glorious liberty of the Gospel in a somewhat remarkable manner. It 

so happened a Baptist minister had come into the neighbourhood where 

they resided, and though much pressed to hear him, he refused to do so 

for fear of being called a Methodist. One Lord's-day morning, however, 

he made his way by a back street to the place of meeting, and there the 

Lord met him. To use his own words, " he had not been under the 

sound of the Gospel five minutes, before he was convinced he was wrong 

altogether, his babel building shortly fell to the ground, and he i^etumed 

home a changed man.'' And what is. very remarkable, her mother 

heard the same minister in the evening of the sameday, and was also called 

by grace under his ministry. Her mother died shortly after and left a 

good testimony behind her. Almost her last words were, 

•* Come, my dear Jesus, from above, 
And fill my soul with heavenly love." 

Her father lived many years after his beloved partner, and was a most 
exemplary Christian ; a deacon of a Baptist church for many years, and 
a bright example to his children, and to all who knew him. 

At the age of twelve years, Elizabeth became the subject of divine 
grace, her eyes were opened, and she saw in Jesus "the chiefest among 
ten thousand and the altogether lovely." The Word of God became 
exceedingly precious to her, and being gifted in prayer she would o&^sd. 
be called upon to engage with the family in turn with her father, and 
also at gatherings of friends together. She was baptized at the age of 
seventeen, received into the church, and partook once only of the Lord's 
supper at that time, nor was she again favoured " to eat of that bread 
and drink of that cup" for many years. Her father having married 
again, and feeling uncomfortable at home with her step mother, she 
obtained a situation in London; and leaving her best friends behind, 
formed herself among professed friends and ungodly companions. For a 
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long time she went with the stream ; the means of grace were neglected ; 
the Word of God became a sealed book to her, and darkness brooded 
oyer her soul. But, He who commanded light to shine out of darkness, 
brought her spirit once again into the light and liberty of the children of 
Gody and though she had *' pierced herself through with many sorrows" yet 
He proved Himself to be " the Lord, the healer of His people." She 
now felt most anxious to progress in the divine life, and say with the 
poet — 

** I asked the Lord that I might grow. 
In faith, and love, and every grace ; 
Might more of His salvation know, 
And seek more earnestly His fkce. 
Instead of this He made me feel 
The hidden evils of my heart ; 
And let the angry powers of hell 
Assault my soul m every part.** 

Previously to this, she had mairied a worldly man, though (as she writes 

forty years later) " he appeared then as religious as I was ; for if I was 

destitute of the love of God, there could be no difference, for form could 

not make it. But I trust that the root of the matter was in me ; though 

appearances at this time were very much against me ; and even now I 

have great searchings of heart about it. But with all my failings I 

found 

*' I had an aching void, 

The world could never filL" 

When about twenty-seven years of age, with a young family grow- 
ing up around her, her health failed, and she was considered by her 
medi(»I man to be in the last stage of consumption ; and there appeared 
no hope of recovery. Yet she was not qui^e without hope. These 
words followed her for some time, " For this is the will of God, even 
your sanctification.'' The next portion that came with power was, 
" This sickness is not unto death, but for the glory of God." Still her 
illness increased, and she seemed to get near to the grave, when these 
words were fastened on her mind, '^ I shall not die, but live and declare 
the works of the Lord," Ps. cxviii. 17. Soon after this she began to 
mend to the astonishment of all her friends. But as her bodily health 
improved, she lost much of that sense of nearness to the dear Kedeemer 
she enjoyed in her hours of weakness; and as she thought much of the justice 
and holiness of God; she was filled with dread and slavish fear. About 
this time her husband set out to visit some relatives residing at a distance, 
and the Lord put it in their hearts to send her a little wor)^ entitled the 
"Union of Christ and His Church," which was much blessed to her 
soul, and she found the doctrine there set forth, to be the key which 
unlocks all the great truths of the Bible. No sooner was her mind set 
at rest on these points, when the tempter assailed her concerning the 
doctrine of the glorious Trinity ; but after puzzling herself to no pur- 
pose, she was led to say with the poet — 

" I love the incarnate mystery, 
And there I fix my trust." 

She now became a little established in the faith, she felt a deep sense of 
interest in all that the Lord Jesus had done for, and on behalf of His 
people, and could rejoice in His plan of salvation. Befoi'e she had well 
recovered from her former complaint, she was attacked with intermittent 



140 THE EARTHEN VESSEL, Hay 1, 186& 

fever and ague, and was brought very low, so that the doctor said that 
she could not possibly recover, yet she did so to the surprise of many. 
Following upon this she was again seized with another malady of a 
complicated character, which continued more or less for fifteen years. At 
the end of this time being somewhat recovered, she felt a strong desire 
to become united with the Lord^s people in Church fellowship. After 
much soul exercise, she at length made application and was received into 
membership with a Strict Communion Baptist church, which she believed 
to be the most scriptural, which met for woi-ship at Giffin street, under 
the pastoral care of Mr. William Felton, (now of Zion chapel. New 
Gross, Deptford) and with which church she remained connected to the 
last. She did not go on long before she was attacked with another 
affliction which continued the remainder of her days, a period of over 
twenty years. This last affliction was contraction in all her joints, 
which made her a complete prisoner for life. Shut out thus from the 
the ordinances of God's house, she was accustomed for many years to hold 
a week evening prayer meeting in her house. Kather more than four years 
ago, she removed to the " British Home for Incurables,'' Clapham rise ; 
where by the payment of an annual sum, she received the comforts and 
attention of home. There her last days were spent, calmly awaiting the 
summons of the Master to " Come up higher." 

On Saturday, March 14th, 1868, she fell asleep in Jesus, and now 
she rests in peace, '^ Safe in the bosom of her Grod." Her mortal 
remains we.^ committed to thesUent grave in Nunhead cemetery. Peck- 
ham, by Mr. Dexter, there to await the coming of the Lord Jesus, for 
'^ the dead in Christ shall rise first, and we who are alive on the earth, 
shall be caught up to meet the Lord in the air, and so shall we be ever 
with the Lord." She has left behind her some voluminous writings, 
from which the foregoing has been gathered. Her thoughts upon differ- 
ent passages of Holy Writ were strikingly original, and show as in a 
mirror the deeply exercised state of her soul. Truly she was called 
upon to do business in deep waters ; and as she says of herself, "she was 
a woman of a son*owful spirit." Notwithstanding the intense agony she 
must have endured by reason of her affliction, she was altogether un- 
complaining, filled with the spirit of her gracious Master ; in her was 
made manifest the grace of God. 

Mottingham, S.E. T..G. C. A. 



[written EXPBESSLY for " THE EARTHEN VESSEL."] 

Dear Mr. Banks, — It is with a mixture of hope and fear, that I proceed 
with the somewhat difficult task which lies before me j not that I find 
any difficulty in writing a plain statement of facts, but I feel that 
great caution is necessary, lest I should seem to write in any other than 
the spirit of charity. In writing what I call my " Church experience," 
I may say too little for its friends, and too much for its foes, " But mine 
eyes are up unto the Lord, from whence cometh my help." I trust that 
what I write will not only be with strict regard to truth, but will prove to be 
" Letters from the heart." Let not any one suppose that I am about to 
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abuse the Church of England, for such an one will be disappointed ; I 
have reason to be very thankful for what J learned there. My way to 
the kingdom lay through the Church, and it has, doubtless, been the 
right way ; the Lord, could have led me any other way, had He seen fit, 
but His power is always under the control of His wisdom, and He saw 
it would be wisdom to lead me that way. How truly has the poet 
laid— 

^^ God moves in a mysterioiiB way 
His wonders to perform." 

It was I think, about the year 1850, that we removed to Billing- 
borough. Hei^, as I said before, better days began to dawn, but not so 
much with regard to bodily health, for it seemed that it in every place, 
afflictions awaited me. But I will not dwell more than I can help upon 
these '' light afflictions," for after all, they are but for a moment and will 
" work out for us a far more exceeding, and eternal weight of glory.'' 
" Weight of glory !" Who can enter fully into the meaning of those 
words ? The apostle himself seems to have been in a difficulty, and 
searched in vain for language to express what he meant. Every word as 
he pens it seems stronger than the last ; but not sufficiently strong to set 
forth th^ greatness of that glory which awaits the now suffering saints 
of God. It is not only " far more exceeding," but it is " eternal," and 
even this is not expressive enough, and for want of words more sublime, 
he concludes by saying it is a " weight of glory." 

We had not been long at Billingborough, before I relapsed into my 
former state of suffering, and Uy for several months at the very borders 
of the grave. During this affliction, the clergyman of the pai'ish was 
unremitting in his attention to my spiritual, as well as my temporal 
state ; his wife also interested herself in my behalf, and supplied many 
of those little wants which sickness invariably brings ; and the sufferings 
of my sick and dying infant were much alleviated by their kind attention. 
But though they were daily visitors for some time, they never once expressed 
a wish when I recovered for me to go to church, knowing that I was a 
dissenter. I felt, however, not a little perplexed as to the path of duty; 
my prejudice against the church was very strong, but here were Christian 
friends, siich as I had not met with during all those years of affliction I 
had been called to pass through ; friends, who doubtless, were sent by my 
loving Father to pour the balm of consolation into my wounded and 
sorrowing heart ; and I felt my affections drawn out after them. On 
enquiring, I found that the Baptists at Billingborough were not orthodox, 
and as I had imbibed the notion that I could do nothing of myself 
towards the salvation of my soul, but must depend wholly and solely 
upon the finished work, and complete righteousness of Jesus Christ, of^ 
course I could not unite with the Wesleyans, therefore, there seemed to 
be no alternative but to go to Church ; accordingly I went, and 
publicly returned thanks for the Lord's delivering mercies. It was a 
delightful change, for I had been so closely confined to my house, as 
not to have heard a single sermon for several years, and I " thanked 
God and took courage." My minister continued to interest himself in 
my spiritual welfare, and also lent me as many books as I needed from 
good authors. This was a great help to me. During one winter when I 
was too feeble to leave the house, he held his cottage lectures, or rather 
conversational meetings under my own roof, that I might not miss the 

L 



142 THE EARTHEN VESSEL, May 1, 1868. 

opportunity. This was indeed the beginning of good days to my soul ; 
my gratitude was intense, I almost thought it was all the heaven I needed ; 
the vicar was one of those who preached the truth, but not the whole truth, 
but after being shut out from the sanctuary so long, I was thankful to 
hear the truth, though but in part. But it was not so much his sermons 
I enjoyed as his private conversations ; many profitable interviews I 
have had with him in his study, and also in my own house. I trust I 
shall never forget the interview I had with him a day or two before my 
first appearance at the table of the Lord ; it was so fiEtithful and yet so 
cheering, and he would sometimes encourage me by telling me of his 
own experience, the depravity of his nature, and how he mourned over 
it in secret before God. He told me of his fears and his hopes, and the 
necessity there was to cultivate a spirit of prayer, and to live 
very near to God. I soon became very much attached to him as my 
pastor, and in a short time my prejudice had nearly vanished, and I soon 
found that ignorance had bee^ the chief cause of that prejudice. Al- 
though there are many things in the Church of England I very much 
disapprove, yet I still think that if those who are so bitterly opposed to 
her were to examine carefully her form of worship, and compare it with 
the Word of God, it would cause them to think more favourably of those 
who differ from them. Sad indeed are the reports we daily hear and 
read, of the disgrace which many of the Church ministers are bringing 
upon the cause of our Kedeemer, causing the enemies of the Loid tx) 
blaspheme. But it is not of these I write ; there are many good, holy, 
and truthful men in the Church of England, and it has been my privilege 
to enjoy intercourse with many of such men of God, and I love them as 
those whose society I hope to enjoy in heaven. Many a time when in 
darkness and despondency, has my heart been cheered by their con- 
versation and their prayers, and my gratitude to them had no bounds.* I 
think when we speak harshly of any of God's people, especially of His 
ministers, we are on very dangerous ground ; our divine Master has said — 
'' Take heed that ye despise not one of these little ones," and again, 
" Whosoever shall oftend one of these little ones, that believe in me, it 
is better for him that a millstone were hanged about his neck, and he 
were cast into the sea." Bear with me, dear sir, if I am writing too 
fevourably of the Church, I have no sympathy with her, only so far as 
what she teaches is in strict accordance with the word of truth, but I 
hope I liave a heart large enough to embrace all who have the life of 
religion in the soul, let them belong to whatever sect they may. I 
always thought the service of the Church of England, to be truly 
sublime, and it was certainly to me one of the most efficacious means of 
instruction. I think it impossible to overrate its value in bringing out 
so prominently, the doctrines of the Bible ; T am obliged to confess, that 
I am chiefly indebted to the Church of England for my knowledge of 
the doctrines of Christianity, and I am convinced that it is only in pro- 
portion as I understand these, that I shall become a growing and stable 
Christian. I always had a desire* to become "grounded and settled in 
the faith," and therefore I have made the doctrines of the Bible my 
constant study, and the more I studied my Bible, the more I loved it. 
and the more deeply was I impressed with its grandeur and importance ; 
the more frequently I drank at this celestial fountain, the keener was 
my relish for the pure stream ; such a relish as the Spirit alone can give. 
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How profitable and pleasant it is, when the mind is distracted with 
solitude and care, to torn aside from the world for a few moments, and 
through that precious word, converse with our G-od, to pour forth into 
His ear, all the sorrows of our heart. I think I never open my Bible, 
but I saj with the poet, — 

*^ Here's room for my bouI to expand." 

Yes, for if the Holy Spirit deigns to help us when we study the Bible, 
we gain a closer acquaintance with Jehovah, and are thereby better 
prepared not only for His worship, but also for his work below, to com- 
municate to others what we have ourselves experienced. There is, too, 
a satisfaction felt in perusing the Scriptures, that there is not in any 
other composition, something sanctifying, something ennobling, the word 
of God has consolation for the afflicted, hope for the hopeless; in conflict 
it is our shield, in perplexity our guide, in adversity our solace, and will 
be our comfort in death. 

*^ May this blest volume ever lie, 
Cl( 



/lose to my heart and near my eye; 
Till life's last hour my soul engage, 
And be my chosen heritage." 

Precious Bible, fountain of truth, deserving our highest affections, em- 
bodying all that a Christian pilgrim can need. While perusing it 
we seem to breathe a heavenly atmosphere, a sweet composure, which 
produces a distaste for all earthly attractions. 

^ Here are my choicest treasures hid, 
Here my best comfort lies. 
Here my desires are satisfied, 
And hence my hopes arise." 

But I am wandering a long way from my subject. I had not been 
more than four or five years in the church before our vicar resigned the 
Hving. I dreaded the change, fearing I was about to lose my only 
Mend, but in this I was agreeably disappointed ; much as I esteemed 
him, I had equal reason to esteem his successor. I pass over a year of 
sickness and sorrow I had to experience before I was able to hear him, 
but the first sermon I heard convinced me that I should And in him a 
pastor and a friend ; one who was well able to instruct, encourage, or 
reprove as the case may require. In fact I found in him such an one as my 
case then required, and it is with sn^titude I remember the pains he 
took to help me on, and I believe I caused him considerable anxiety, for 
I suffered much from darkness and distress, and my bodily weakness 
added not a little to my despondency. Under his preaching (which was 
Christ from first to last) I seemed to gain spiritual strength. I am 
astonished when I look back, for I can see better now than 1 did then, 
how I was led on step by step. In every sermon I heard Christ exalted, 
and the sinner abased; Christ everything, the sinner nothing. He 
frequently dwelt, too, on the safety of God's people, and the certainty of 
the fulfilment of the promises, which was quite in accordance with my 
own views. But there was one thing that puzzled me much ; he never 
named the doctrine of election, though he seemed to get as near to it 
as he could without naming it. I had not sufficient courage to speak 
about it, but it was nevertheless my daily study ; I tried to gather from 
his sermons what was favourable to it, and compare it with the Word of 
Ood. Thug I was gradually, though slowly, increasing in knowledge ; 
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the Spirit of God was at work, and He never leaves his work undone. I 
trust in my next paper I shall be able to show how I gradually emerged 
out of darkness that might be felt into the glorious liberty of the Gospel ; 
how, instead of coming before my Father as a slave, I could draw near to 
him as an adopted child, a sinner saved by free and distinguishing grace. 
Billingborough. Marie. 




By Thouas Jones. 



{Continvsd from pcige 81.) 

TX July 1823 he joined the church at Newbury. He had not been 
■*- long a member when some of his brethren recognized the depth 
and maturity of his spiiitual knowledge, and entertained the belief that 
God was fitting him for usefulness in the publication of the Gospel. He 
himself was the last to accept such a belief. He thought the ministry 
even of a village itinerant required talents far superior to anything he 
possessed, and he had this conviction that whatever a man's ability fDr 
speaking, and his personal acquaintance with the word, its virtue and 
power, he should have a felt call by the Lord to speak in the Lord's 
name — a gracious impulsion constraining him to go forth and testify to a 
gainsaying world that the blood of Jesus Christ alone can take away 
sin ; and without being bom again, no child of Adam can enters into the 
kingdom of heaven. His solemn estimate of ministerial work which 
made him shrink from entering upon it, many years later disposed him 
to give it up, and like Jonah run away from it, which, but for the 
strongh and of God upon him, he would have done more than once. He 
dreaded above all things the guilt of running without being sent. In 
his secret soul there was a desire to do service for One who had done so 
much for him ; to honour Him who had saved him from the lowest hell, 
and to tell to liis fellow immortals the good news of a free-grace salva- 
tion ; justification without works ; wine and milk to be had without 
money and without price. But he had no direct commission — no 
such authority as he thought necessary for a public use of the Great 
Shepherd s name. Many times previous to a prayer meeting he had a 
vein of sweet thought which he knew . would be acceptable to his 
brethren, and sometimes he was asked at the meeting to say a few words 
to edification, but he was as a dumb man through suspicion of himself, 
and fear of making himself something when he was nothing. 

On one occasion an itinerant being imable to attend an appoint- 
ment at a village station, requested our friend to go in his stead, setting 
aside as frivolous all his scruples of insufficiency, and insisting it was his 
duty to stir up the gift that was in him, and not allow an expecting 
congregation to separate without a sermon, which would be the case if 
he perversely refused help. 

This faithful earnest appeal to his conscience disturbed him greatly, 
and he could not rid himself of the fear of inward as well as outward 
reproach if he disregarded a summons so du*ect and pointed. Still he 
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trembled at the idea ot preaching ^ so he took counsel of two brethren 
who consented to go with him to the village station, and there hold a 
praver meeting. This, whatever relief it gave himself, did not satisfy the 
villagers, nor the church who had no doubt of his capacity for useful- 
ness, nor of his duty to assist in spreading the Gospel of the Grace of 
God. 

Again and again he was pressed to turn out and deliver the mes- 
sage, and at length, having exhausted his fund of excuses, he was 
obliged to yield, and with much fear and trembling he essayed to meet 
and talk to little rural gatherings in houses licensed for divine worship. 
In those days it was not safe to hold a religious service in a house or 
building not registered in a bishop's court,' or by a clerk of sessions. 

The mark of the beast, in some shape, was an indispensable warrant 

under toleration for carrying out the Lord's behest, " Go ye out into 

all the world, and preach the Gospel to every creature :" and sturdy 

spirits who disdained a worldly authority interfering with Christian 

allegiance were mulct in heavy penalties or thrust into prison. No 

sooner had our friend ventured to declare what he had seen and 

heard; which he had looked upon and his hands handled of the 

word of life, than the belief became general that he was intended 

of God to bear witness for Him as a preacher of righteousness. The 

word spoken by him was like the rain and the dew, reviving the 

tender plants, and refreshing the thirsty. No wonder the cry was 

" Give, Give," and that he had more invitations to preach in different 

places than he could comply with. The Lord's manifest blessing on his 

testimony, and the supernatural help which carried him happily through 

services he shuddered' to undertake were more than a match for his 

timidity and unbelief, and made it impossible to him to refuse calls to 

work in the Master's vineyard. His own experiences of mercy ; his 

fighting, his fears, his triumphs, hia joys brought him into sympathy 

with the afflicted and tempted in Zion ; while he could be a* fellow 

helper of the joy of those whose believing hearts were filled with 

gladness. 

Yea, did he* not preach himself but Christ Jesus the Lord : but 
he knew Christ as a Brother bom for adversity, touched with a feeling 
of human infirmities, afflicted in all the afflictions of his brethren, and 
able to succour them that are tempted : and what he knew he preached. 
Joseph Hamblin's religion was not a cold creed, an intellectual formu- 
lary, a dead faith. His ministry was not to the liking of dogmatical 
stoics who know nothing of those blest objects a broken heart and a 
contrite spirit ; whose craving is all for mere abstract doctrine, and who 
cannot distinguish Ijetween light in the head and life in the soul. His 
was a religion of life, of feeling, of changes, liftings up and castings 
down ; of progress through arid deserts and fruitful plains, among 
beasts of prey, and beside the still waters of peace. He was of 
necessity an experimental preacher. He was the subject of tribulation, 
was comforted of God in tribulations that he might be able to comfort 
them which were in any trouble, by the comfort wherewith he himself 
was comforted of God : II. Cor. i. 4. But his experimental preaching 
was not the drivelling gossiping prattle of a weak dreamer who fathers 
all his silly fancies on the Holy tSpirit, and outrages common sense by 
what some call spiritualizing the word. Scripture truth is profitable 
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for doctrine, for reproof, for connection and instruction in rigbieou«- 
ness; and though the teaching may be disregarded the qualified 
teacher will seldom be despised. Men may effect to believe he is a fool 
but they know he is not. The tongue of the wise useth knowledge aright^ 
whereby the ignorance of foolish men is put to silence. Where God 
sends a man to preach he gives him something to say, something to the 
purpose. Sets before him an open door and gives him a mouth and 
wisdom that will put mockers to shame. ^^ Beautiful upon the moun- 
tains are the feet of him that bringeth good tidings, that publisheth 
peace ; that bringeth good tidings of good, that publisheth salvation ; 
that saith unto Zion Thy God reigneth." 

It was not all smooth sailing. As our friend responded to calk 
for the use of his gifts he found such employ absorbed time — which 
family claims could scarcely allow. He must needs provide for his 
own, and to do so required all his time and strength. The places 
he was invited to preach at were generally at some distance from lus 
home, and when it was a weekday service it took most of an evening to 
travel thither, preach and return. Then it was needful he should read^ 
and the necessity grew more pressing as he went on. He did not be- 
lieve in standing up before a congregation totally unprepared, trusting 
to an unpromised inspiration. True, there were times when, in thia 
sense, he had to be ** instant out of season." Who of our Lord's ser- 
vants has not had such lessons on the sufficiency of the Master, when 
the man has been as dumb as a fish, and as dry as a Gideon's fleece, and 
ere he was aware grace was poured into his lips, and his tongue became 
" the pen of a ready writer?" A subdued solemn feeling of admiration 
and thankfulness is born of help thus sovereignly and seasonably vouch- 
safed j but no wise man so presumes upon such help as to neglect the 
means of growth in grace and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour 
Jesus Christ ; II. Col. iii. 18. 

Our friend was wise : he prayed for guidance in the study of Scrip- 
tures ; to be directed to suitable portions for exposition ; for judgment 
to choose out acceptable words; (Eccl. xii. 10.) and for the spirit of 
Elijah that he may speak God's truth with all boldness : Acts i v. 29. 
In seeking answers to his prayers he was reminded of Paul's advice to 
Timothy : *' Give attendance to reading, to exhortation, to doctrine ; . . . . 
meditate* on these things ; give thyself wholly to them ; that thy profit- 
ing may appear unto all. Study to shew thyself approved unto God, 
a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word 
of truth." 



A LETTER FROM T. J. MESSER, IN SCOTLAND. 



Man V hundreds of our readers will be pleased to hear again from one of the 
hardest-working and most devoted labourerv in any part of the world. 
We hope this May many will again hear our brother's voice in London. — 
Ed.] 

My DeabFkieicd and Brothbe, — I have received the " VbssbIis" for March 
and April, and have been much interested and somewhat pained whilst 
perusing them. Sorry to hear that Mr. James Wells has oeen ill, but 
rejoiced to hear that a measure of health is again granted to him, and that 
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lie has resumed his important laboiirs. May he be long spared to toil in his 
great Master's vineyard. So my old friend, John Webster, whom I knew in 
the days of my boyhood, has passed away from this sin mildewed sphere. 
More than fifty years ago llieard him preach, when he was amongst the Con- 
gregationaJists. I never saw him again until I met with him in Stonehouse, 
Devpn, about ten years ago. At that time he was minister of the Baptist 
Chapel there, and president of the Total Abstinence Society. I remember 
preaching for him, and also having excellent temperance meetings in his large 
schoolroom. When he removed to Trowbridge I lost sight of him for several 
years, and did not meet with him again until he took charge of the Church at 
Stepney. I was sorry to find then that he had ceased to practise abstinence 
from all intoxicants. The last time I met with him was at a public meeting 
I attended at Brother Thomas Stringer's Chapel, a short time before I re- 
ceived an invitation from the Scottish League to accept an engagement with 
them. I was delighted on that occasion with the very pleasing speech he 
delivered, and judging from the ruddiness of his face I concluded he would 
outlive me. He has been taken, and I am left. He has, however, gained 
the ''part we toil to find," and he has, I doubt not, '' landed in the arms of 
Grod." The old labourers are rapidly passing away, and I sometimes fear 
that those who are rising up to fill the vacancies occasioned by their removal 
will not prove as faithful to the truth. I have now been labouring under 
the auspices of the League since Sept. 1st, 1867, and I am astonished at the 
amount of labour I have been enabled to perform. Since I have been in this 
'Mand of the mountain and the flood'' I have delivered 39 sermons in 
Established Churches^ Free .Churches, United Presbyterian Churches, Inde- 
pendent, Baptist, and Wesleyan Churches. I have also delivered 137 lec- 
tures, and in addition travelled some thousands of miles. To show you how 
I labour I will just jot down a few extracts from my Diary : — 

Sunday, April 29th. — I preached in the Parish Church at Johnstone, 
near Glasgow, to 800 or 900 persons. 

Monday, 30th. — Went to Glasgow, and lectured in the Hall of the Free 
Barony Church (Rev. James Wells). 

Tuesday, 31st. — Had a glorious crowded meeting in the Hall at Bridgeton. 

Wednesday, April 1st. — Sailed down the Clyde to B^thesay, and lectured 
there. 

Thursday, 2nd. — Left Rothesay by steamer for Wemyss Bay, and then 
took the rail to New Millns, in Ayrshire, from which place I walked to 
Darvel, and delivered a lecture. 

Friday, 3rd. — With the Venerable and Rev. Doctor Bruce for my 
Chairman, I lectured in the Hall at New Millns. 

Sunday, 5th.— I preached in the Baptist Chapel and the New Temperance 
Hall, at Kilmarnock. 

Monday, 6th. — I lectured at Paisley. 

Tuesday, 7th. — I travelled from Paisley by rail to Ardrossan, and then 
walked through a wild storm five miles to West Elilbride, and had a capital 
meeting in the Parish Church there. 

Wednesday, 8th. — ^I walked back in the sunshine to Ardrossan Station 
to Ayr, where I had a night's rest, which I greatly needed. 

Thursday, 9th. — I lectured in the Reformed or Old Covenanters' Church, 
Ayr. 

Friday, 10th. — I lectured at Munshant ; and Sunday, 12th, I preached 
to a crowded congregation in the town from which I send this letter. 

I have to preach (D. V.) at Cumnock, and lecture during the next three 
weeks at Carsphairn, Coylton, Auchenleck, Ochiltree, Cumnock, Sanquhar, 
Greenock, and Port Bannatyne, and then (Providence permitting) I purpose 
coming up to your great city to rest in the bosom of my much-loved family 
for three weeks or a month. During the time I am in London I don't wish 
to be altogether idle ; ergo, should be glad to riLL any vacant London 

PUIPIT THE SECOND AND THIRD SUNDAYS IN MaY. 



148 THE EAKTHEN VESSEL, May 1, 1868. 

I need not say that I begin to feel wearied of travelling, and should be 
glad if a door was opened to spend the remainder of my days in London in 
the work of the ministry. 

My address in Scotland is 108, Hope-street, Glasgow ; and my London 
address is 21, Lacey-street, Mostyn Koad North, Bow. 

If no door opens for me in London, I shall return again to Scotland and 
labour and wait awhOe longer. 

Since September last I have had an opportunity of preaching the Gospel 
of Christ to thousands upon thousands of attentive hearers, and I hope the 
seeds of truth which have been scattered by your old friend from the pulpits 
of Parish and Free and United Presbyterian Churches will bring forth fruit 
to the praise and honour of our Covenant-keeping God and Father. 

I am sorry to hear that you have been unsettled. I hope the way will 
be opened for you to erect a Tabernacle in that degraded locality where you 
have so successfully toiled. Hoping better days are in store for you, and 
that at ** even tide it may be light/M am, yours as ever, fraternally, 

To C. W. Banks. S. J. Mbssbk. 

Gervan, Ajrrshire, Scotland, April 13, 1868. 

[We thank our brother Messer for his kind wishes. We have never laboured 
in the ministry T^ith more zeal and delight than we have during the last 
few weeks. The Lord has been most exceedingly merciful unto us, and 
his Word has had free course, it has run, and we trust it has been 
glorified. If it is the Lord's will, we shall continue to travel and preach 
the Word in the most destitute places ; and, in the strength of that arm 
which has held us up hitherto, we are prayerfully desirous to give him 
no rest until he entirely delivers us from all the sorrows of the way, and 
enable us, in uprightness, to erect the Tabernacle at Bethnal Green. 
Until then we must read Nehemiah in his fourth chapter, and as we have 
the dark side look also for the bright. — Ed.] 



THE MERCY-SEAT. 
By the late Hugh Stowell. 



From every stormy wind that blows, 
From every sweUing tide of woes. 
There is a calm, a sure retreat, — 
'Tis found beneath the mercy-seat. 

There is a place where Jesus sheds 
The oil of gladness on our heads ; 
A place than all beside more sweet, — 
It is the blood-stained mercy-seat. 

There is a spot where spirits blend. 
Where friend holds fellowship with friend ; 
Though sundered far, by faith they meet, 
Around one common mercy-seat. 

Ah ! whither could we flee for aid. 
When tempted, desolate, dismayed. 
Or how the hosts of hell defeat. 
Had suffering saints no mercy-seat ? 
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A WALK NEAR HEAVEN. 



A NOTE TO SAMUEL FOSTER, OF STUBBY, 
KEAB CANTEBBURY. 

DeAB AFFLICTED ChILD OF GOD, — 

I imte you this line from a chamber 
not very far distant from North 
Wales. I am sorry your notes have 
been omitted ; but I have been tra- 
velling and preaching nearly every 
day for a full month, and am now 
on the borders of Herefordshire, 
where I have been preaching the 
Word. The weather is wet, windy, 
and cold ; the country is dirty ; but 
the mercies of the Lord are new 
every morning ; and I do hope you 
and myself too may have grace given 
us to bear with patience the trials 
of the way ; and also that we may 
both of us be enabled to exercise so 
much faith in the future as some- 
times to take down our harps from 
the willows, and — ^if we cannot sing 
yet — silently in our souls to say — 

" Thongh painful at present, 
1 will cease before long, 
And then, oh, how pleasant 
The conqueror's song." 

I was walking yesterday — Sunday 
afternoon, Apnl 19 — ^between Led- 
b\iry and Hereford, in the wet and 
wind, when nly thoughts ran into a 
direction which led me up to the 
OoNSUMiCATiON of that Belatiok- 
SHiP existing between the Lobd 
Jesus Chbist and His Chubgh. 

** What wai it be?" said I to my- 
self. The answer was, spontaneously, 
sevenfold. It will be, said I, 

1. A Pbbfection of Likeness. 
^^ As for me I shall be satisfied when 
I awake with thy likeness.'' That is 
certainly the end of the great doc- 
trine of Divine predestination, — 
'^conformed to the image of His 
Son ;" and how strong the argu- 
ment, **if we suffer with Him, we 
shall be glorified together." Perfect 
likeness will produce eternal satis- 
faction. No abiding satisfaction 
until then. 

2. It will be a Pbbfbction of 
Kkowledqe. Then ** shall we know 
even as we are known." How little 



of Him do we know now ! But then 
all those promises will be realized. 
"They shall know that I am the 
Lord." " I will be to them a God : 
they shall be to me a people." 

3. It will be a Perfection of Inti- 
mate Acquaintance. "Now we 
see through a glass darkly, then 
Face to Face." Our eyes will then 
behold "the King in His beauty." 
We shall "see Him as He is." 

"Oh," said Farmer Martin to me, 
" if you had seen my wife when her 
boy came home from sea — how she 
embraced him, and kissed him, and 
wept and rejoiced over him — ^you 
would not soon have forgotten it." 
No, indeed, Mrs. Martin is one of a 
thousand ; and when her darling son 
came home, her heart was filled with 
ioy. So shall the meeting of the 
Bridegroom and the Bride be one 
of perfect glory. He will rejoice 
over her with singing, and rest in 
His love for ever, 

4. It will be a Pebfection of 
Sebvicr. "They serve Him day 
and night in His temple." Just as 
I was getting into the sweet feeling 
of His service twice yesterday, the 
dock said I must leave off. No 
clocks in heaven. No idle hearers 
there who want to go home. The 
song will never end, the service 
never cease. 

5. It will be a Pebfection of 
Vabisty. "The Lamb shall lead 
them to fountains of living waters." 
New scenes of ever-opening glories 
shall their ravished hearts enjoy. 
When to those blest climes they 
come no tiring, no sameness of a 
tedious kind. Rivers of pleasures 
ever near delight their joyous souls. 

6. A Pebfection of Joy. "God 
shall wipe out the cause of all their 
tears." 

7. A Pebfection of Sympa- 
thising Gbatitudb. "Unto Him 
that loved us. and washed us, be 
glory and power and praise for 
ever." 

Samuel Foster, my brother, God 
bless thee in thy chamber of pain 
and trial, and will you pray unto 
Him for your poor pilgrim friend, 

C. W. B. 
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SALEM CHAPEL, MEABIVS 
COURT, SOHO. 

[From a Cobrespondent.] 

More than twelve months have 
elapsed since Mr. J. Bloomfield 
ceased to be the pastor of Salem, 
during which period the church has 
been without a stated minister, and 
dependant on supplies. In most in- 
stances a church without a xninister 
is far from being in an enviable con- 
dition, and Salem furnishes no ex- 
ception to the rule; the pews become 
deserted, and the people wander from 
place to place. 

But after many prayers and much 
anxiety, there seems to be a fair 
prospect of a happier state of things, 
and the church and people to have 
a pastor to go in and out before 
them to instruct them in such things 
as pertain unto their eternal welfare. 
Though it is not quite decided, we 
believe we are correct in saying that 
it is very probable Mr. W. Ibberson 
will become the pastor of Saleni . He 
is a young gentleman not yet quite 
finished his studies, being a student 
under Mr. Dowson, at the Baptist 
Theological College, Bury, Lanca- 
shire. Should Mr. Ibberson accept 
the honourable but responsible office, 
bright days may be yet in stoie for 
old Salem. That young gentleman 
can hardly fail to gather round him 
a numerous and intelligent people, 
and must take a leading position 
among our metropolitan ministers. 
Some doubts have been entertained 
lest his health should prove unequal 
to the strain of continuous pulpit 
effort. His voice is not strong, 
though clear and penetrating. He 
is a man of great promise, his style 
quite different to what we are accus- 
tomed to hear from our strict Baptist 
pulpits. Bold in imagination, chaste, 
but free in illustration, of the sacred 
Scriptures, he revels among Nature's 
alluring beauties, among authors, 
ancient and modem, sacred and pro- 
fane ; he seems to hold over his 
hearers, as it were, a pleasing mastery, 
while he tells to them the love of 
Christ, and the exceeding hateful- 
ness of sin. 

In common with Mr. Spurgeon and 
others, Mr. Ibberson commences the 



service with a short, solemn prayer. 
Then, after singing, reading of the 
Scriptures by him has a proper ob- 
servance, in lieu of what is termed 
expoimding, which too often inter- 
feres with reading the sacred record^ 
and very frequently causes beautiful 
sentences to be broken up to give 
way for commonplace remarks of the 
preacher's. 

. Mr. Ibberson and his father, we 
are informed, stand members with 
the church at Warboys, over whieh 
the late Mr. Irish was minister ; and 
Mr. Irish being connected with Salem 
previously to his entering on luft 
career, thus by a chain of coinci- 
dences, Mr. Ibberson may be ex- 
pected to have special sympathy with 
Salem, as the birthplace of his late 
pastor. 

During the past month Mr. Ibber- 
son has supplied two Sabbaths at 
Salem with promising congregations, 
and we believe this is to be the dose 
of his probationary period, but he 
cannot enter fully on his pastoral 
duties till about July, in consequence 
of his not being free from the College. 

On Sunday morning, April 19thy 
he preached from "Watch and pray, 
that ye enter not into temptation.'' 
(Matthew XX vi. 41.) After pourtray- 
ing the memorial of the Passover, 
and some of the numerous confiiots 
of Christ in the garden, the preacher 
paused to consider the two great 
principles of Christianity — watchful- 
ness and prayer. Prayer was the 
great principle of devotion, watch- 
fulness the very essence of practical 
godliness. These leading ideas were 
illustrated with singular force and 
eloquence, calctdated) to arouse the 
sinner and to awake the Christian 
to a more appreciative sense of i^e 
power of prayer, and of the import-^ 
ance of watching for the answer froni 
God, and against temptation, 

On the following Tuesday evening 
Mr. Ibberson presided over the an- 
niversary of the Sabbath- schools. 
After the report was read, Mr. 
Alderson, Mr. Wilkins, and other 
brethren addressed the meeting. 

On the following Sunday, the 
26th, Mr. John Bloomfield once 
more appeared among the people 
at Salem, the more immediate occa* 
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sion being to preach two sermons on 
behalf of the Aged Pilgrims. Of 
courBe, his re-appearanoe was looked 
forward to with considerable interest. 
Tie anniversary meeting of the 
Sabbath Schools in connection -with 
the above place was observed on 
Tuesday evening, the 21st, by a tea 
and public meeting, Mr, Ibberson in 
the chair. After singing and prayer, 
the Chairman expressed the pleasure 
he felt in any way promoting Sabbath 
Schools. He was one who believed 
the Church ought to put forth every 
efforfc in furtherance of the cause of 
Christ, depending for success on the 
Spirit of the living God. In fact, 
what evidence had we of the life of 
God in a Church unless we saw the 
people patting forth means to bring 
in those out of the way. He believed 
the rod of Moses was still to be 
stretched forth, and he rejoiced that 
the Church at Meard's-coart, while 
they believed in the sovereign grace 
of God, believed also in using the 
means of grace. They were met on 
that occasion to strengthen and sti- 
mulate the Sunday-school workers. 
He felt some hesitation in accepting 
the position he then held as chairman, 
but when he was told he should be 
supported by his dear brethren, 
Messrs. Alderson and Wilkins, whom 
he had long known, he was encou- 
raged and gratified to have the oppor- 
tunity of meeting to promote for so 
good an object. He read of an old 
Eoman soldier who, before he rushed 
into battle, had for his motto the 
three words, " Deeds not wprds." 
Deeds he was certain must be the 
motto of those who went forth to 
labour in a district like the Seven 
Dials. The report was read by Mr. 
Beam, which stated there are 14 
teachers, with 100 scholars on the 
books. Mention was also made of a 
foreign class, conducted in a separate 
building, by the Curzons, with 50 
children, French, Germans, and 
Italians, and a few Japanese, the 
greater portion of whom were Ca- 
tholics, and in some instances the 
priests had succeeded in withdrawing 
the children. Mr. Alderson, in moving 
the adoption of the report, congratu- 
lated mx. Ibberson as his old friend, 
in whom he took a deep interest, on 



his present position, and on the pro- 
bability of his settlement at Salem. 
If he (Mr. Alderson) were to say 
what he believed he should say, Mr. 
Ibberson would prove to be the right 
man in the right place. This assertion 
was met by general signs of approba- 
tion by the assembly. Mr. White, of 
Chelsea, seconded the adoption of the 
report, i&x. Dexter, Mr. Wilkins, 
and others, having addressed the 
meeting, the proceedings closed. 

OBITUARY. 

Edmund L. Dillon, 

Deacon of the Baptist Church, Howe 

street, Plymouth. 

E. L. Dillon was bom in the year 
1781. He entered the army at an 
early period of life, was made a lieu- 
tenant, and left it upon half-pay when 
about the age of twenty-six. At this 
time he was dead in sin, ignorant of 
himself and of God, an enemy to truth 
and to holiness, though, when at 
home in Ireland, he was brought np 
as a strict Protestant Christian. He 
left his regiment while lying at 
Plymouth, in which town he con- 
tinued to reside for the remainder of 
his days upon earth. About thia 
time he was led to Stoke Church, 
where he heard Mr. John Hawker 
preach. Under this sermon, th^ 
Lord was pleased to bring home the 
Word with power to his heart. His 
conscienoe was wounded, and he felt 
unhappy. Upon his return home, 
he said to his friends that he would 
never hear that man again, for he 
had insulted him, and told him that 
he was an infidel. Before the next 
Sabbath, however, his anger towarda 
the preacher had passed, and he went 
and heard him again. From thia 
time his heart was opened to receive 
the Word of Life, and his ear was 
nailed to the doorposts of the house 
of the Lord. Shortly after this, a 
friend insisted to go with him, and 
hear the father of Mr. John Hawker 
—the late Dr. Hawker. The Lord 
blessed the ministry of Dr. Hawker 
to his spiritual good. A strong at- 
tachment grew up to the Doctor and 
to his ministry, and with a strict 
regularity he continued to attend 
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his ministry for the remainder of the 
Doctor's natural life, while a friendly 
correspondence sprang up between 
them, evidential of the unity of the 
Spirit in the bonds of the Grospel, 
which only ceased with the Doctor's 
mortal life. After it had pleased the 
Lord to remove his servant from the 
church militant to the church tri- 
umphant, the deceased was led to 
attend the ministry of the late 
Arthur Triggs, at Trinity Chapel, 
Plymouth, and here he continued 
his attendance until, in the order of 
Divine providence, the late Mr, 
Joseph Rudman was called to mi- 
nister to the people worshipping 
there. Soon after this our deceased 
brother was brought to see that the 
New Testament order of Baptism 
was by immersion upon a confession 
of personal faith in our Lord Jesus 
Christ, and was baptized, upon a 
confession of faith, by Mr. Kudman, 
and became a member of the Baptist 
Church at Trinity Chapel. But, oh ! 
what a life of changes is the present 
state ! In a very few months the 
Lord was pleased to remove Mr. 
Rudman from the labours and afflic- 
tions of this life to enjoy the repose 
and rest of being for ever with the 
Lord. Matters at Trinity Chapel 
soon became uncomfortable for the 
baptized members. A strong oppo- 
sition arose against the nature and 
order of a strict Baptist church. This 
led to the removal of the baptized 
members from Trinity Chapel to 
Howe street Chapel, where a strict 
Baptist church was formed, and our 
late brother was chosen to the office 
of deacon. In this the more public 
part of his pilgrimage, as well as in 
his more private connexion with the 
Church of Christ, the grace of God 
was conspicuously manifested. He 
ardently loved and abode by the doc- 
trines, as experienced by the Eternal 
Spirit, of free and sovereign grace 
all his days. For many years after 
he settled in Plymouth, he was called 
to walk through deep waters of out- 
ward afflictions. His embarrass- 
ments, necessities, and sorrows were 
at times all but not quite over- 
whelming. The Lord was his sup- 
port, his strength, and his salvation. 
Within also sometimes the waters 
ran high ; the two seas meeting con- 



founded all his fleshly wisdom and 
power. 

In those days his personal interest 
in Christ was much veiled : he could 
not see his sign. Unbelief and fears 
afflicted his soul. He possessed the 
assurance of faith in the certainty of 
salvation to all the chosen seed. Of 
the truth and reality of the doctrines 
of discriminating grace he had no 
doubt ; but the enquiry into the reality 
of his profession, his religion, his 
faith and hope was earnest and inces- 
sant — often cast down anil exercised 
with deep soul trouble, arising from 
the discovery of the treachery, rebel- 
lion, and abominations of his fallen 
nature, and begging, as for his life, 
that the Lord would show him his 
salvation, and give him that truth 
that would abide the test of the 
swellings of Jordan. 

Few manifested a more sincere 
attachment to the ordinances of 
God's house — ^to the ministry of the 
Word and prayer. He appeared to 
be ready at all times for every good 
word and work. While able to take 
his wonted place in the sanctuary, 
his complete^ dependence upon the 
Holy Ghost for the power, th^ peace, 
and the enjoyment of the truth, he 
felt and confessed. There were sea- 
sons when he rose by grace above 
all his fears and complaints. When 
the flowing in of strong consolation 
from the Word absorbed all the 
powers of his soul, and constrained 
him to sing most sweetly the living 
praises of his King, stereotyped re- 
ligious phrases, neither from the pul- 
pit nor from monthlies, could satisfy 
his longing soul : nothing would do 
this short of the living and springing 
waters of salvation . 

Many times has the writer wiir- 
nessed the soft tears of joy running 
down his cheeks, while he has been 
drinking of the streams of the river 
which maketh glad the city of God. 
He used the office of a deacon well, 
and purchased to himself a good de- 
gree. Kind, courteous, and aflec- 
tionate to his chosen minister ; to 
his brethren in office meek, deferen- 
tial, and loving ; to the Church a 
willing servant, disinterested in la- 
bours, always cheerful however hum- 
ble the manner, while promoting the 
comfort of the pastor, the peace and 
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prosperity of the Church, and the 
honour of his Master's name. In 
the truth he was firm, consistent, un- 
compromising. Thus the mighty 
grace of God manifested itself in his 
life. For the last three years of his 
life he was scarcely able to leave his 
room, because of his bodily afflic- 
tion. As Ions as he could be brought 
to the chapel in a conveyance, and 
by the help of crutches he could get 
to his seat, he attended the ministry 
of the Word. During the period of 
his confinement to his room, the Lord 
dealt with him very graciously, re- 
vealing Himself in love to his soul 
in a most marked and blessed man- 
ner. " Never," were his words, 
^*did I know in all my life the 
power of faith and (the liberty of 
the Gospel as I have known it since 
my affliction. I can truly say this 
affliction has been sent by the Lord 
for my good." His disease at times 
gave him the most agonizing pain, 
being what is called the rheumatic 
gout, but grace enabled him to en- 
dure without complaining. As he 
approached death, his mind became 
more and more calm, and he de- 
scended the waters of the Jordan 
composed, and in unconquerable 
peace. A few days before his de- 
parture, he said to his pastor, ^^ Satan 
has assaulted my soul ; he told me I 
was wrong, and that after all it would 
go ill with me. But, " added he, with 
a heavenly smile upon his face, * * Jesus 
came to my help, and brought me the . 
victory.'* This was spoken with tri- 
umph ; it was the outpouring of the 
soul in possession of Christ, while in 
the midst of the waters of Jordan. 
While sinking in the deeps of the 
river, his hand held the victory. We 
saw the more : we saw his hold on 
heaven. Heaven owned its friend 
on this side. Let life be short or 
long, but, oh, for such an end ! 

oil Sunday, March the 1st, our 
friend fell asleep in Jesus, perfectly 
conscious, and appeared as though 
singing to his friends his favourite 
stanza — 

*^ Should death be at hand, 
I fear not undressing, 
For to die in the Lord 
Is a covenant blessing, 
Smce Jesns, through death, to glory has 
gone," 



aged seventy-seven years, having been 
a follower of the Lord for fifty years. 
His remains were conveyed to their 
resting-place in the cemetery, Ply- 
mouth, by his brethren,* Monday, 
March the 9th, and on Sabbath last^ 
March the 15th, Mr. F. Collins 
preached a sermon on the occasion 
from the words, *^ Death is swallowed 
up in victory." (1 Cor. xv. 34.) 



NJSW BOOKS. 

We have received Dr. Carson'^ 
second edition of Capital Punishment 
is Murder Legalised ; published by 
Houlston and Wright, in London. 
Dr. Carson is no superficial writer^ 
no enthusiast, no novice : he tuma 
his attention to one of the greatest 
national and social subjects, and 
pursues his argument with an amount 
of ability, patience, and research^ 
which reflect the highest credit upon 
tho mind and motive of the author. 
Could Dr. Carson's thoroughly con- 
vincing arguments, proofs, and illus- 
trations be extensively read, prejudice 
and dark superstition must fly and 
fall before^ the light of evangelical 
and reasonable truth. 

The Bahhbow : a Magazine of Chris- 
tian Literature, by Dr. Leash. This 
is a powerful pleader for the doctrinea 
of the Second Advent, and of the 
Millennial Reign of the Prince of 
Peace. Whatever difference there 
may be in the faith of good men in 
these prospective themes, all un- 
biassed minds must admit that Dr. 
Leash leads on a large army of noble- 
spirits who freely and beautifully 
unfold some things which to many 
persons are " hard to be understood. ''^ 
In the inmost feelings of the soul we* 
agonizingly wish that these days of 
man- worship, of error, of strife, of 
confusion, and of uncertainty touching 
almost everything, were passed away^ 
and that the Reigning King of Zion 
might be alone exalted. 

Our Own Fireside for April comea 
in as sweetly as doth a choice littla 
dessert after a substantial meal. It 
is like a dish of pleasant fruits — no> 
poison, no error, no dry, no dismal, 
no overdrawn theories, but whole- 
some tales which touch the hearts of 
many, and make them long to se& 
Ot^r Otmi Fireside again and again. 
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MR. JOHN BUNYAN McCURE'S LABOURS IN ENGLAND. 



TO THE OHUEOH AND OONGREGA- 
GATION WOBSIUPPING IN THE 
BAPXIST OHAPEL, GASTLEBEAGU 
STEEET, SYDNEY. 

Wednesday, Feb. 26.--1 left London by 
train, and ai-rived at Woking, and pro- 
ceeded to Mayford, and preached in the 
Baptist Chapel. Many said it will be a time 
long to be remembered, for the Lord was 
very gracious nnto his dear children, for 
the Lord's doctrine did drop as the rain, 
and his speech distilled as the dew, as 
the small rain upon the tender herb, and as 
the showers upon the grass. There I met 
with old friends, and was truly thankful for 
the opportunity thus offered me; the 
friends, who are poor, did all they could 
to help, and gave me a collection — £1 10s. 
Thursday, 27. — I went to West-end 
OhobhaoL Li the afternoon I preached, 
and in the evening I lectured in the Baptist 
Chapel there ; I was received with Chris- 
tian greetings by old friends whom I had 
known for many years, some are seals to 
my ministry twenty-two years since. I 
had no idea that my ministry had been 
thus blest, almost in every puice I go to 
there I hear of the converting consequences 
of the power and grace of God the Holy 
Ghost, that attended the preaching of his 
own word years ago, when I sowed the 
gospel seed beside all waters, and now, after 
an absence of twenty years and more, to 
meet them again, and to preach to them 
the same gospel, the same Jesus, and the 
«ame free grace salvation, is an unspeak- 
able mercy in these days of departure from 
the truth. The friends of Ohobham were 
«zceedingly kind to me, and collected j£9. 

Saturday, 29. — ^I arrived at St. Neot*s, 
Huntlngtonshire, and on LordVday, 
March 1, 1 preached in the Baptist Chapel, 
where brother Murrell has preached the 
gospel of Christ for more than fifty years, 
and is now in his eighty-fifth year. He 
was very |deased to. see me, and received 
me most kmdly, and so did his people. I 
was quite at home with them, and felt 
thankful that I had the opportunity of 
making their acquaintance, for the remem- 
brance of their Christian sympathy, and 
that of brother MurreU I shall take with 
me in my heart to my adopted country. 

Monday, March 2.— I lectured in the 
Public Uall, which was crowded. For 
more than two hours I spoke of "His 
lovingkindnesB, oh, how good." The 
people were pleased, and, I hope, profited. 
The collection was £13 10s.. 

Wednesday, 4. — I arrived at Bedford, 
and was kindly received by Brother New- 
bom and his good wife. In the evening I 
lectured for over two hours in the Par- . 
ticular Baptist Chapel. The chair was 
taken by brother Newborn, who is the 



faithful pastor of the church, and is highly 
esteemed for his work sake, and although 
he is eighty-five years old, yet he is well 
and strong for labour. The collection 
was £3 10s. 

Thursday, 6.— Before I left Bedford 
brother Newborn took me to the " Bunyan 
meeting," which is a very large chapel, 
built upon the ground on which the chapel 
stood in which Bunvan preached the truth 
as it is in Jesus. The present chapel will 
seat about 1,400 persons, and the church is 
both Independent and Baptist. How can 
they be both ? They ought to be one or 
the other. I saw the old chair which be- 
longed to Bunyan, and which he twed in 
the vestry of his own chapel. If he could 
come down from heaven he might recognise 
his old chair, on which he so often rested 
his weary body, but I very much question 
if he woiild be able to recognise the fashion- 
able congregation, church, and preadiing, 
as the fruit of his labours two hundred 
years ago, on that self-same spot of ground 
where he sowed in tears, but is now reap- 
ing in joy. Alas, how is the gold bec6me 
dim — how is the most fine gold changed! 
The stones of the sanctuary are poured out 
in the top of every street. Lam. iv. 1. 

By the afternoon train I arrived at Pot- 
ton, and lectured in the Baptist ChapeL 
Brother Hercock, pastor of the chiw^ 
took the chair. I hiad a very happy time 
during the delivery of the* lecture; the 
Lord was with me, and the people rejoiced. 
On Friday, 6th, I preached to a good 
congregation, many of whom said that they 
heam the word, and received it not as the 
word of man, but as the word of God. I 
preached at Potton eighteen years ago, 
when the late Mr. Tite was the honoured 
pastor of the church. The Lord blessed 
the word on that occasion, and the poor 
servant, being the instrument employed, 
has not been forgotten. 

Saturday, 7. — ^After a long in-and-out 
and roundabout journey, I arrived at 
Newport Pagnel, and, as is the case 
wherever I go, I was most kindlv received 
by pastor, deacons, and friends of the Bap- 
tist Church. I preached on Lord*8-day, 
and lectured in the PubUc Hall on Monday 
night Brother Ward took the cludr. The 
haU was full of attentive hearers ; many 
rejoiced, and so did I, for we were happy 
and at home in the courts of the Lord^ 
house. The collection amounted to 
£7 12s. 6d. 

Wednesday, 11. — Through the tender 
mercy and ever- watchful eye of our most 
glorious Keeper of Israel, who never slum- 
bers nor slaeps, I arrived in London, and 
lectured in the Baptist Chapel, Bye-lane, 
Peckham. Brother Moyle, pastor of Uie 
church, took the chair. In consequence of 
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die Tory unf ayonrable weather there were 
not 80 many present as there would have 
been had the night been fine, nererUieleBS 
I was quite at home, while speaking of 
*^ His love in times past," andielt that I 
was greatly honoured of God thus to stand 
up in the neighbourhood of my birth and 
youthful days. A witness for the Lord — 
of ^ Sovereign grace o'er sin abounding." 
I was well received by the pastor, deacons, 
and friends of that pe^ of our Zion. The 
amount collected was £5 19s. 6d. Tired 
az^ weary, I took up my (quarters at the 
house of my very kind friends, Mr. and 
Mrs. E. Cam, Oamberwell, my native place, 
and rested there until Saturday. I left 
London for Brighton, and was reoeived 
with Christian Mndness and hearty wel* 
come by my old friends Mr. and Mrs. Henry 
Oarr, whom I have known for more than 
twenty years. On Lord's-day, I preached 
in the Baptist Chapel, Bond*street. That 
honoured servant of Christ, the late Mr. 
Sayery, was the pastor for many years. 
He is now in his rest, while brother Glaskin 
is labouring 'in his stead, in that highly- 
favoured part of our Zion. I was blessed 
with much of the divine presence while 
preaching morning and evening to a large 
congregation in the new chapel, built upon 
the same ground on which the old chapel 
stood for many years. The collection was 
£14 58. 9^d. In the afternoon I gave an 
address to the Sunday school, numbering 
over two hundred. 

Monday 1 was favoured to attend the 
prayer meeting, and gave an address upon 
the power of prayer. 

Tuesday I lectured in the Town HalL 
There was a -large attendance; the hall 
was quite full. - Douglas Fox, Esq., took 
the chair, and spoke most kindly of me, 
and our claim upon the English churches, 
and then called upon the Bev. Mr. Bayfield 
to pray for the divine presence and blessing. 
The attention and interest of the people 
was to me something astonishing, while I 
spoke for two hours and a quarter of those 
things I have seen and experienced during 
my fifteen years* residence in Australia. 
The collection was £8 10s. lOfd. 

I am particularly requested to visit 
Brighton again, which I wiU most gladly 
do. I have several most encouraging 
instances of the Lord blessing his own 
word, which had free course, because it was 
in power, and in the Holy Ghost, and in 
much assui:ance. 

I record these tokens of the Lord being 
with me in my work, that you may know 
that while I am getting money that will 
enable us to prove ourselves to be an 
honest people by paying our creditors 
twenty shillings in the pound, I am sowing 
the gospel seed broad cast throughout this 
great land, beside all waters. Verv numy 
are atbmcted to attend the services because 
of the novelty that I have come from 
Australia, and who can tell to what extent 
the Lord will bless the word, to some out 
of the many thousands to whom I have 



thus the opportunity of preaching the word 
of Life, &o r 

Weihiesday, 18. — I left Brighton for Bye. 
While waiting for the train at Hastings, T 
arranged to deliver a lecture in that town 
the next time I am in those parts. In the 
evening I lectured in the old-fashioned Bap- 
tist Chapel, and was speaking for more than 
two hours and a-half. Brother Gill, the 
pastor of the church, presided. The people 
were very pleased to see me, and to hear 
what the Lord had done for me in 
Australia. There were not so many 
present as there would have been in con- 
sequence of other meetings being held 
elsewhere the same evening, and the trade 
of Bye being very dulL The collection 
was £1 8s. 5jd. I am requested to lecture 
at Winchelsea, which is only two miles 
from Bye, and am promised a good 
n^eeting. 

Thursday, 19. — I breakfasted at Bye, 
dined at Brighton, tea'd at Camberwell, 
and lectured in brother Foreman's chapel. 
Hill Street, Dorset Square, in the ervenmg. 
There was a good attendance, and I was 
very happy while speaking, and sometimes 
when looking at the venerable pastor of 
the church ; in the remembrance of twenty 
years ago, when he gave me my charge at 
my ordination at Hadlow, from the words, 
" the work of the ministry." And after so 
many years, and having been called to pass 
through so many trials and temptations, 
and after fifteen years hard work in 
Australia, for me, in that favoured Mount 
Zion Chapel, to stand up for two hours, 
testifying with increased confidence in 
God, and love to " the work of the min- 
istry," is indeed a mercy of mercies. The 
collection at the close of the lecture, with 
what brother Cummings collected before 
the meeting, amounted to £30. 

Thus you see, that the Lord has done 
great things for u& Three hxmdred pounds 
has now been forwarded to you, and there 
is about seventy pounds in hand towards 
the next hundred, which wUl be forwarded 
by the next maiL Praise ye the Lord, and 
thank his people, who have thus helped us 
in our time of need. 

I cannot write more now. I am off to 
Ghimlingay, where I have to preach this 
Friday evening, 20th Inst. 

The particulars of the work that I have 
before me, I will forward to you through 
the Ea&thbn Tessel, that all my friends 
in the colonies may read of the loving- 
kindness of the Lord. 

^* Q, magnify the Lord with me, and let 
us exalt his name together, for the Lord 
liveth, and blessed be my Bock, and let the 
God of my salvation be exalted." The 
Lord bless you, shall ever be the prayer of 
my heart, &c., 

John Bunyan McOurb. 

6, Heygate Street, 
Walworth Boad, London. 

F.S.— On FridAy, Maxch 20, 1 left Lon- 
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don for Gamlingay, and arriTed only just 
in time to commence the service. I vna 
taken by sorprifle to see the chapel crowded 
with people who had assembled on purpose 
to hear the word of God. The Lord was 
in our midst, so that we could say, and did 
say, " Lord, it is good to be here." The 
collection was £2 6s. 4|d. At the happy 
home of Mr. and Mrs. Kitching I was 
most kindly received, and spent two or 
three most comfortable hours, talking of 
the way — the right way, in which the Lord 
leads his children, until past the midnight 
hour. Gamlingayis supposed to have taken 
its name from a set of gamblers who used to 
visit the village, and used to say — 

"Gome a duce, or else a tray, 
Or else farewell to gambling gay." 

And in that self-same place the Immortal 
Bunyan used to preach, and, in connection 
with one of his visits to Gamlingay he 
(with Agnes Beaumont) was called to 
endure great persecution. It is not 
generally known that an attempt was made 
to implicate Bunyan in a chaise of murder 
and seduction. Agnes Beaumont became 
a member of Bunyan^s church in 1672, and 
she died in 1720, aged 68 years. Therefore 
sbe would be about 25 years of age when 
she was charged with murdering her father, 
at the instigation of Bunyan. He, it was 
said, furnished her with poison to make 
away with the old man, in order to obtain 
the property with her. It is painful to 
relate that this wicked slander was set on 
foot by a cleigyman who resided in Bed- 
ford, who knew both parties well. It was, 
however, a lawyer who added the charge 
of murder to the clerical slander, and he 
did it from revenge. He had marked her 
out three years before for his wife, and 
persuaded her father to leave the bulk of 
his property to her, and to cut off her 
sister with a shilling. God having called 
her by his grace, defeated the lawyer's 
purpose. She could not bear him because 
he was ungodly, and he avenged himself 
because he was disappointed. But this 
extraordinary alTair will be best told by 
herself: *' There was a church meeting at 
Gamlingay, and about a week before it I 
was much in prayer, especially for two 
things — the one, that the Lord would 
incline the heart of my father to let me 
go, which he sometimes refused; and, in 
tiiose days, it was like death to me to be 
kept from such a meeting. I have found 
by experience that to pray hard was the 
most successful method of obtaining my 
father's consent The other recfuest was, 
that the Lord would go with me, and that 
I might enjoy his presence there at his 
table ; that, as in many times past, it might 
be a sealing ordinauce to my soul, and that 
I might have such a sight of a bleeding 
and dying Saviour as might melt my heart, 
and enlarge it in love to his name. I went 
to my brother and waited, expecting to 
meet Mr. Wilson, but he not coming, it 
cut me to the heart, and fearing I should 



not go, I burst into tears. Now I was afraid 
that all my prayers on this account were 
lost; my way seemed to be hedged up 
with thorns. At last, quite unexpectedly,, 
came Mr. Bunyan ; the sight sight of him 
caused a mixture both of joy and giieL I 
was glad to see him, but afraid he would 
not be willing to take me up behind him 
(he being on horseback) and how to ask 
him I knew not. Aft«r much entreaty, ho 
was prevailed on ; and how glad was I 
to think I was going. I had not rode far 
before my heart began to be lifted up with 
pride at the thought of riding behind this 
servant of the Lord, and was pleased if any 
looked after us as we rode along ; indeed, 
I thought myself very happy that day^ 
first, that it pleased God to make way for 
my going; and then, that I should have 
the honour to ride behind Mr. Bunyan, 
who would sometimes be speaking to me 
about the things of God. My pride soon 
had a fall, for, in entering Gamlingay, we 

were met by one Mr. , a clergyman, 

who lived at Bedford, and knew us both 
and spoke to us, but looked very hard at 
us as we rode along, and soon after raised 
a vile scandal upon us, though, blessed be 
God, it is false." 

But I must not continue this very 
interesting account of Agnes Beaumont 
and Bunyan's calumniators, or the wonders 
of Divine Providence. 

Saturday, 21. — I left by train for Hunt- 
ington Station ; from thence I was driren 
by ray kind friend, Mr. S. Fyson, to 
Warboys, and preached three times on 
Lord's-day to a chapel full of people. It 
is arranged for me to preach once more at 
Warboys, when they will give me another 
collection. 

Monday, 23. — I lectured in the evening 
in the Baptist Chapel, Broughton. The 
collection was £1 15s. 

Tuesday, 24.— I went to St, Ives, and, 
through the kindness of brother Hynes and 
friends, I lectured in the Public Hall. 
There was a good attendance. My exposure 
of Popery was well received, and I hope 
will be the means of stirring up the people 
to put on the gospel armour, and prepare 
for the battle that will have to be fought 
over again between Protestantism and 
Bomanism. I must say that the Baptist 
friends at St. Ives have done nobly. The 
collection was £10. 

Lord's Day, 29. — I preached in the 
Baptist Chapel, Meopham, in Kent. Friends 
came from all parts ; the chapel was filll, 
and the hearts of many were full of thank- 
fulness to the Lord, who caused his own 
precious word to have free course, and, as 
a sure consequence, the hand was opened to 
help. 

On Monday, 31si, I lectured in the chapel 
for over two hours. Many said it was 
quite a reviving time for them. The 
collection was £10 Os. |d. Mr. S. Crow- 
hurst most kindly gave me a cheque for 
£5, so that I receiv^ £15 Os. jd. 
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Tuesday, April 1. — I proceeded to 
Staines, and arriTed in time to preach in 
tiie afternoon, after whicU there was a 
public tea proyided. It was, indeed, qnite 
cheering, to meet old friends to whom I 
had preached twen^-four years ago. In 
the evening I lectured, and conld say — 

" Thy ways, Lord, with wise design. 
Are framed npon thy throne ahove, 

And every dark and bending line. 
Meets in the centre of thy love.** 
The collection was £6 13s. Brother Webb» 
pastor of the church, was most kind and 
orotherly towards me. 

Lord's Day, 6th. — I preached in the 
Baptist Chapel, Carlton, in Bedfordshire. 
During the three services the large chapel 
was crowded ; there could not have been 
less than 700 present in the evening. I 
was favoured with liberty while preaching 
unto the people the unsearchable riches of 
Christ. 

On Monday evening I lectured in the 
chapel, which was crowded. It was a 
glorious sight to see so many smiling faces 
looking at me and listening to my Austra- 
lian reminiscences. The late pastor of the 
church, brother Bax, .and brother Feet, 
fromShambrook, were present, and showed 
themselves kind and brotherly. The col- 
lection was £9 2s. 4Jd., which was very 
good considering that, although the con- 
gregation was large, yet the people are 
poor in this world. They are in want of a 
pastor, and will be glad to help and support 
a good man. The Baptist Church of 
Carlton was formed in the year 1688, the 
first pastor was John Greenwood. On 
each side of the pulpit there are two tablets. 
The following is a copy : — 

*^M.S. Near this place are deposited the 
remains of the late pious and eminent ser- 
vant of Christ, the Kev. Mr. Thomas Hull, 
pastor of the chuich upwards of 25 years, 
who departed this life May 17th, 1778. 
Aged 58 years. A man whose eminent 
piety, abilities, and usefulness rendered 
his death universally lamented.*' 

" Sacred to the memory of the Bev. 
Charles Yorley, 41 years the beloved 
pastor of this church, who died October 
23rd, 1837, aged 70. He was a man of 
strong native talent, cultivated by reading 
and meditations, of primitive simplicity of 
manner, eminent in prayer, doing the work 
of an evangelist, living above the world ; 
a frequent and faithful preacher of the 
GospeL His end was peace, resting upon 
the Bock of Ages for eternal life. 

*' His hand, the good man fasten*d on the 

skies. 
And bids earth roll, nor heeds her idle 

whirl. 

Tuesday, 7th. — Mr. Hipwell drove me 
from Harrold to Olney, at whose house I 
was kindly received and entertained. In 
the evening I lectured in the British School 
Boom, and on Wednesday evening I 
preached in the same place. There was a 
good attendance for Olney, and the collec- 



tion was £5 Se. li}d. I am particularly 
requested again to visit Olney, and preach 
on a Lord's day. Olney is the name of the 
town where two great and beloved poets 
lived. Newton, who wrote, — 

it *Ti8 a point I long to know, &c.** 

And Cowper, the author of, — 

**God moves in a mysterious way, 
His wonders to perform." 

Thursday, 9th.— I left Olney for Stow- 
market, Suffolk, amid snow, hail, and rain. 
A cold and unpleasant journey it was, by 
way of Bedford, Cambridge, and Ihen to 
Bury St. Edmunds, at which town I 
arrived between 9 and 10 o*clock, p.m. 

Friday, 10th.— I left Bury St. Edmunds 
by the 7 o'clock train, cold and miserable, 
both in body and mind. Directly I arrived 
I was informed of a very sad calamity 
which had happened to Mr. John Run- 
nacles, aged 84 years, and who had been 
deacon and pastor of the Baptist Church, 
Charsfield,!Snffolk, over fifty years. He had 
destroyed himself by cutting his throat in 
the middle of the night, he being of 
unsound mind. How sad, and how evident 
it is, that persons who are thus afflicted, 
ought never to be left — no, not for one 
moment About three or four years ago, 
Thomas Laggett, once a noted infidel, but, 
through sovereign grace, a believer and 
preacher of the Gospel of Christ, was called 
to the pastorate of the churoh. He had 
been unwell for some time. On the 2nd 
and 4th Lord's days in March he engaged 
to preach in the Baptist Chapel, Stow- 
market ; on the 2nd Lord's day he arrived, 
and attempted to preach from the text, 
»' Thanks be unto God for his unspeakable 
gift." He spoke for about ten minutes, and 
was obliged to leave off, was taken home, 
and died on the following Saturday. 

** Ah ! I shall soon be dying. 
Time swiftly glides away ; 

But on my Lord relying, 
I hail the happy day— 

The day when I shall enter 
Upon a world my own. 

My willing soul I'll render 
* To Jesus Christ alone.** 

Lord*s Day, 12th — I preached three 
anniversary sermons in Zoar Baptist 
Chapel, Ipswich. The chapel was full, 
but m the evening there was not room, for 
many went away. Brother Poock closed 
his chapel, and, with man^ of his friends, 
attended the evening service ; and for that 
act of brotherly love toward the pastor and 
church at Zoar, he will, I am sure, lose 
nothing, but will gain the love and respect 
of the hundreds who were present, and 
who were glad to see him in their midst. I 
was greatly honoured of God, for the testi- 
mony of the people was that the word was 
blest to them. The Lord be praised. 

On Monday 13th, I lectured to a chapel 
full of people. The collection, with dona- 
tions I received during the day, through 
the kindness of the pastor, brother WiUis 
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and brother Driver, one of the members of 
Zosr, amounted to £12. 

I nave just reaped another seal to my 
ministry 23 years ago, when I preached at 
Guildford, in Smrey. A Christian woman, 
who is now a member of Mr Foock's church, 
Ipswich, has just told me that a sermon I 
then preached from the words, ** But Israel 
shall be saved in the Lord with an ever- 
lasting salvation, &c," was the means, imder 
God the Holy Ghost^ of delivering her soul 
^om death. Very many such encouraging 
instances I have met with during my 
travels through the Churches of Christ in 
England, and I have reason to hope, that 
while I am preaching and lecturing to 
thousands of persons in this favoured land, 
that many "brands will be plucked from 
the burning." Then will we sing — 

Praise God the Father for his love. 
Praise God the Son for precious blood, 
Praise God the Holy Ghost for grace, 
Wrought in the chosen blood-bought race. 

Wednesday, 15th. — On mv way from 
Ipswich I called at Chelmsford, and 
preached in the Baptist ChapeL The par- 
ticulars I will give you in my next, as I 
have to lecture there in a few days. 

Lord's Day, 19th. — I preached in brother 
Ponsford's chapel, Clapham. I was most 
wonderfully blessed; the Lord was with 
me, and the word had free course, 
and the people rejoiced, for they were 
indeed made joyful in that house of 
prayer; the consequence of which was 
that the hearts of the people, fund their 
pockets likewise, were opened in the 
most Christian and liberal manner, for 
they sympathised and helped most wonder- 
fully, considering that the congregation is 
not laiige. The pastor and friends united 
together with a determination to give 
according to their means. 

On Monday evening I lectured on my 
Australian reminiscences, and was received 
by a chapel full of people in the warmest 
manner. Brother Ponsford, pastor of the 
church, took the chair, and pleaded our 
cause nobly and effectually, for the amount 
collected on Lord's day and Monday 
night, amounted to the munijQceut sum of 
£G0 14s. lOjd. 

I am thankful to say that I have made 
up the fifth hundred. Bless the Lord, 
my soul, and forget not all his benefits, &c. 

J. B. McCuBB. 



BOME OP CUB CHURCHES IN 
HAMPSHIRE. 

Simply for the information of those who 
are called to move about, we make a note 
or two of a recent little journey. On the 
25th March, we held service in Silver Hill 
Chapel, Winchester, where brother Hol- 
land is minister. We enjoyed the word 
and work of the Lord, and found several 
humble and sincere disciples of the Lord. 
A friend assured us, although Silver Hill 



Chapel is not filled with hearen, stiU, in 
tiiat ohnrch, said our friend, there are some 
real wrestling Jacobs — men mighty in 
prayer ; and to unite with them is ofttimes 
a feast of fat things. This was good sews. 
A new Baptist Chapel has recently been 
erected; but of that we know but little. 
On the 26th of March we preached in 
brother W. Chappell's chapel in South- 
ampton. A good congregation, and a 
happy season. Brother C happell has served 
the cause of truth much more than is gene- 
rally known As a Biblical commentator 
he has laboured severely. One of the 
handsomest Bibles we have ever seen was 
conunenced, bearing capital notes from the 
pen of Mr. Chappell. His little work, 
entitled^ '^Salvation: What is it? And 
who is it for ? ** is in its third edition ; and 
his last and very recently issued volame, 
entitled, ** Essays and Poems," is a clear 
and correct testimony to every part of 
Divine Truth. In his person, in his min- 
istry, and in his writmgs, three features 
are blended — neatness, carefulness, and 
faithfulness. This testimony will not be 
disputed by any who have long and well 
known our friend^W'iUiam Chappell, mini- 
ster of Bedford Flace Chapel, in South- 
ampton. Some friends may possess this 
volume entitled "Essays and Poems" 
(which can still be had of the author, 
Richmond Villa, Avenue, Southampton]), 
who have neither seen or known this 
devoted author, but they have looked upon 
the photographic frontispiece, without 
forming any very pleasing ideas of the 
man it is intended to represent. That 
frontispiece is decidedly a libel upon our 
friend. Whoever shall look this author 
full in the face as we have done, will con- 
clude with us, that the artist has not done 
him justice. This, however, is no draw- 
back to the book ; there the matter is well 
suited to all the spiritual necessities of the 
flock of slaughter, while the printing and 
binding render it a most respectable little 
volume. In " Cheering Wonis" for May, 
we have culled a little garland of prose 
and poetic flowers from Mr. Chappell^s 
book, which, we hope, will be profitable to 
thousands of the dear children of Gi>d in 
all parts, some of whom will be gUul to 
have the volume itself. In Brockenhurst, 
we held seven services in one week ; then 
went on to Ringwood, Parley, and Poole. 
Of theso places, fuller notes are preparii^. 
Can only give the following now : — 

RINGWOOD. — Special services were 
holden in Ebenezer, April 6th. Mr. John 
Hudson preached in the morning ; G. W. 
Banks afternoon and evening, and on Mon- 
day evening. We should be glad to see 
Mr. Hudson in a more hopeful sphere of 
labour. The Baptists ought to have a 
good cause in a town like Ringwood, but 
as yet their influence is not great. 

At Setley, a village near Lyming^n, in 
Hants, I found a good man and his wife, in 
a kind of rural cot, who were once in a good 
position in Oxfordshire, but the dear man. 
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whose name is Gnnt, is now, and for a 
lonp; time has been, in a great iamaoe of 
affliction. A cancer in the month is 
causing a kind of stanration death, aocom- 
panied with agonies and buming paina, at 
times nn^rable. I had solemn liberty 
with the dear man in prayer ; and he had 
sweet and comfortable liberty in talking to 
ma. I found he was strong m faith, giving 
glory to God, even while the fires of ojiseaso 
were preving upon and eating up his flesh. 
He asked me if I would send him a few of 
Mr. Wells's sermons. I have done so. His 
intelligent wife said, ^* The Lord, the Bible, 
Thb Eabthen Ykssbl, and Mr. Wells*s 
sennons were the only sources of their 
spiritual eomfort" And this many friends 
wiD tell me in different parts of the country ; 
and yet, in my dark and despairing seasons 
I wish I had never known Thb SiABTHBy 
Tbssel, nor any of the books I have pub- 
lished ; for, while they have been the means 
of good to thousands, they have been the 
means of making me many enemies. While 
I stood beside poor Mr. Grant^s bed at 
Sutley, I did so wish I could give him a 
few shillings ; but at that time, although I 
had preached in Winchester, Southampton, 
Brockenhurst, &c., 1 had not one farthing 
to call my own. I had sold a few books, 
but all the proceeds therefrom I had to send 
to those who have the care of m^ business. 
6o I determir.ed to call attention to Mr. 
Giant's case in this May Ybssbl^ and to 
ask the benevolent children of God, on 
whom Providence has smiled, to address a 
few lines to Mr. Grant, at the School Cot- 
tage, on Setley Heath, near Lymington, 
Hants, and enclose therein a few shillings' 
worth of stamps, or a note of some size. 
The Lord will reward them for it. Come, 
ye well-paid ministers, and all who have 
enough — and some little to spare, think of 
such suffering and deeply triea saints as Mr. 
Grant, of Setley ; and poor Samuel Foster, 
of Sturry, near Canterbury ; and others in 
our Bethnal Green district; for, when 
killing pains are in the body, and starving 
poverty is in the pockety it is a crisis very 
tiying to faith and to patience too. 

I left Mr. Grant's cottage accompanied 
by my kind brother, Mr. Makepeace ; and 
when he and his good wife had given me 
tea, farmer Martin and his most industrious 
spouse, took me up into New Park. There 
in a crowded cottage meeting, I was secretly 
instructed to speak upon the New Birth. 
I believe it was a word in season. We had 
a pleasant journey home. The Lord's 
presence had made us quite happy. The 
moon shone clearly over our heads. As 
we had a young colt to draw us, I took 
Judge Paine's advice — 

"Toward the young colt's head 

I kept my eyes quite right ; 
And with my hands upon the cart, 

I faUed not to * hold tight* " 

So, through Divine goodness, we reached 
Barm Cottage in safety. After speaking 
seven times in Brockenhurst, I left it for 



Bingwood, Saturday, April 4th, and with 
more grateful reluctance I never left any 
countiy friends than I did ihose at sweet 
little Brockenhurst. 



WALWOBTH BOAD.— Sdbrbt Ta- 
BBRiTACLV, Wahsbt Stbbvt. — ^Tho usuaI 
Good Friday services were held in this 
place. Li the afternoon, the respected 

Eastor delivered — according to a promise 
e made on the previous Sabbath — one 
of his best discourses, which was listened 
to by a large audience with very marked 
attention. After the afternoon service, 
between six and seven hundred persons 
were supplied with an excellent tea. In 
the evening a public meetinff was held ; 
Mr. Thomas Focoek presided. After 
singing, prayer on behalf of the Church 
and its pastor was offered by Mr. B. G. 
Edwaxds of Sutton, Isle of Ely. Mr. 
Wells, previous to the Chairman s open- 
ing address, took occasion to thank the 
large audience for such a numerical re- 
sponse to the invitation to attend on the 
occasion, and remarked it was proof of 
their permanent attachment to the cause 
of God and truth. The Chairman then 
fntroduced the business of the meeting. 
Before doing so, however, he related some 
of the exercises of his own mind, and in 
an unassuming and evidently honest and 
sincere way, narrated some of the very 
many mercies the Lord had blessed him 
with, both temporally and spiritully, 
dropping a remark or two on some of the 
sweet applications of the word of God to 
his own soul he had lately been the sub- 
ject of. These simple narrations of the 
'' way He has led me '* evidently struck a 
chord in the hearts of his hearers, who 
appeared to receive such a testimony firom 
an aged Christian as a ereat encourage- 
ment, and a unity of feeling was the re- 
sult. The object of the meeting was then 
dwelt upon, and can be mentioned in few 
words. The chapel, which is entirely 
paid for, is subject to an annual grouna- 
rent of £115. At the rear of the chapel, 
on a piece of around included in the 
chapel plot, the friends have erected some 
houses. The money for the erection of 
these houses — about £2,000 — has been 
borrowed. The desire of the church is 
to raise this £2,000, and then specially 
devote the rents of these houses to the 
payments of the ground-rent of the 
chapel, thus rendertng this handsome 
edifice equal to a freehold. The object 
commended itself to all ; and the Chair- 
man left it to the meeting to do what 
they considered was right. Mr. Edward 
Butt spoke of the result of the Church's 
various benevolent efforts during the past 
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twelte monthg. To the A^ Pflgrims' 

Friend Society they had subscribed the 

handsome sum of £202, and £10 for the 

new Asylum. To their brother M'Cure, 

from Australia, they had most cheerfully 

given €117, which had, he thoujrht, been 

a great encouragement to Mr. M'Cure in 

starting him cheerfully on his mission. 

The Ladies* Benevolent Society— quietly 

and almost unobserved, but rendering a 

great service where much needed — had 

distributed £91 Us. lid. The annual 

collection for the poor at Christmas was 

the largest collection ever made for that 

special object, amounting to no less a 

sum than £90. The ordinance coll'iction 

and sick fund reached the large sum of 

£187. Total to benevolent objects in one 

year of £697. There was no slackening 

in their various endeavours to do good. 

The Gospel was still sounded in their 

midst ; the Word was attended with 

much power; many testimonies were being 

given of the work of the Holy Ghost in 

their midst ; and much good was being 

accomplished. Mr. Wells followed with 

some excellent remarks on the great work 

that has been accomplished by the people, 

and how manifestly the Lord has blessed 

them in the work. The obj^-ct in making 

the provision for the ground-rent was in 

case at any time the Cnureh should sink 

low, and be unable to pay it, and thus 

' the chapel might become lost. It was to 

make the place doubly secure to the 

denomination; for, although there were 

many who did not like James Wells, there 

were very few who would not like James 

Wells's Chapel. It was quite a voluntary 

matter, and would, he felt sure, be dealt 

with in the same spirit as they had dealt 

with all other such matters. A number 

of subscriptions were then given towards 

the object. Some excellent addresses 

were delivered by some ministerial 

brethren ; and after sinking and prayer, 

the interesting proceedings were brought 

to a close. 

E. 

NASH. —Mr. Bickett, the honoured 
pastor, is well accepted at Nash. On 
Easter Sunday, his beloved pastor, Mr. 
Hutchinge, of Bedmond, preached at Nash. 
The causes of truth, in this part of our 
favoured land, are faithfully following their 
Lord. Mr. Edgerton, of Tring, preached 
in many of the villages round the borders 
of Bucks and Herts^ and the people hear 
him gladly. 

STOKE NEWINGTON. — On Good 
Friday, the second commemoration of the 
re-opening of Mount Zion Chapel, Stoke 
Newington, was a season of cheerfulness 
and spiritual refresMng. After a good tea 



meeting, Mr. Oomwell presided over (a 
more numerous and happy meeting than 
we have ever seen in that convenient place 
of worship. Mr. Oomwell noticed the 
progress they had made ; the new vestries, 
and the baptistery, which had been used, 
and would shortly be again. In every 
sense there was improvement visible, and a 
prospect of increasing success appears 
openmg up before our brother. Mr. Ste- 
vens, the pastor of Church street, 0. W. 
Banks, Mr. ParneU, Mr.'Beazley, Mr. Kay- 
ment and others took part in the service, 
while tLe Walthamstow Choir sang several 
beautiful pieces. On Easter Sunday three 
sermons were preached by Mr. Comwell, 
Mr. Baugh, and C. W. Banks. The congre- 
gations were more numerous than we have 
before seen them ; and by a steady perse- 
verance, the church, the schools, and the 
cause altogether, is comfortably advancing. 

NEWTON ABBOTT. — On Thursday, 
April 2, a tea and public meeting was held 
in the Baptist Chapel, for the purpose of 
presenting a small testimonial to the pas- 
tor, F. Pearce, prior to his leaving tor 
Beading. Tea being over, the evening 
meeting commenced at half-past seven with 
singing and prayer. Mr. Perrott, of Tor- 
quay, then gave an address ; and on behalf 
of the friends presented Mr. Pearce with 
a purse containing £11 Is. 6d. Mr. Row 
(Independent), also made a few suitable 
remarks, and Mr. Cowell heartily wished 
Mr. Pearce every success in his new sphere 
of labour at Beading. Mr. Pearce leaves 
Newton after seven years pastorate, much 
to the regret of many friends. The church 
here looks to the Great Head to send a 
suitable supply in his own good time and 
way. 

BERMONDSET NEW ROA.D.- 
Ebknezbb. — On Easter Monday, April 
13, the annual meeting, in aid of thft Poor 
and Sick Society, was held as usual. Mr. 
Thomas Stringer preached an excellent 
sermon in the afternoon from Micah v. 4, 
to a large congregation ; more than a 
hundred triends then partook of a good 
tea ; all seemed happy. The evening meet- 
ing was truly encouraging ; Mr. Stringer 
presided, and in his usual warm-hearted 
manner, made some cheering remarks. The 
report was read by brother Knott (which 
the minister said was a thorough good one\ 
and showed that over £27 had been col- 
lected and distributed (except a small 
balance in hand), among the Lord's poor 
and needy people, in the past yean 
Brethren Caunt, Mears, Silverton, and 
Wale gave good sound cheerful addresses 
on given subjects in connection with the 
Lord's poor and afflicted people. Brother 
Lawrence (who has supplied the pulpit for 
six months, and has promised to do so six 
months longer, by the unanimous wish of 
the church), also made some remarks relflr 
tive to the solemnity he felt in complying 
with the church's request, and concluded 
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by propoeing a vote of thanfai to Mr. 
Stringer for presidinff over the meeting, 
which was secoDded by Mr. William 
Stringer, who in a few words spoke of the 
Lord's goodness in still blessing the word 
through Mr. Lawrence, and of the love 
and union existing among them. The 
chapel was full, and the collections good. — 
Ons of thb Committbb. 

MOTTINGHAMjEeNT.— This rapidly 
rismg little village, situate about eight 
miles from London, and containing about 
400 inhabitants, has until very recently, 
been utterly destitute of the means of 
grace, there being neither a place of wor- 
ship or school within a distance of two or 
three toiles. Mr. Armstrong in Uie provi- 
dence of God, being brought to reside in 
this locality, and seeing a large sphere of 
usefubess, threw open his house for the 
preaching of the word. The friends in 
connection with Dacre Park Chapel, Lee. 
Very kindly furnished us with some seats, 
and have sent supplies from week to week. 
The work is now three months old, and so 
far the Lord has been prospering it The 
Sunday school, which now contains fifty 
scholars, meets morning and afternoon. 
Divine service is held in the evening with 
a general attendance of from forty to fifty. 
Week evening services have been held, at 
which Mr. B. B. Wale, and Mr. Whittle, of 
Bexley, have preached; these, however, 
will be discontinued during the summer 
months, to make room for open air work, 
if the Lord will. A grant of tracts having 
been obtained from the Baptist Tract So- 
ciety, through the kindness of James Mote, 
l!sq., the distribution of the same, and house 
to house visitation is vigorouslv carried on. 
A gentleman in connection witn Olayland's 
CongregatioDal Chapel, Kennington, has 
also kindly forwarded two dozen Bibles for 
the use of the schooL We ask an interest 
JD the prayers of the Lord's believing 
people, that God the Holy Spirit may bless 
the means used to the conversion of smners, 
and the building up of his one church, to 
the praise of the glory of his grace. 

BYABSH. — Mb. Editor, — Our annual 
tea meeting was holden at Byarsh on Tues- 
day, loth March, when a goodly number 
partook of tea. The public meeting com- 
menced by singing and prayer, when Mr. 
Wall, previous to speaking from his subje(»t, 
presented the minister on behalf of the 
members and friends, Bunyan's " Pilgrim's 
Progress," and Bunyan's "Holy War," 
handsomely bound ; and a Greek Concord- 
ance, from a sincere friend, as a token 
of respect and appreciation of his labours 
among them. Mr. Wale spoke upon 
Jesus as the bridegroom of the bride 
Ohe church) with much sweetness and 
pleasure. Mr. Dalton followed upon Jesus 
as the Comer Stone, pointing out the 
safety and security of the church upon | 
siich a basis. Mr. Nevill was the next 
speaker upon the Pearl of Great Price, i 



He WB8 led by grace Divine to seek and 
look for this pearl near fifty years gone by, 
and he had found him, to the joy of his 
heart, thus encouraging those that were 
seeking ; as he found, so would they. Mr. 
Martin next spoke upon Jesus as the Cap^ 
tain of Salvation. He showed how the 
Captain had conquered all the foes, obtained 
the victory over sin, death, and hell, aud 
was now at the head of the army, leading 
them on through this warfare unto that rest 
and home he has provided for them. We 
had a very large attendance ; altogether was 
a spiritual, godlv meeting. The friends 
went home rejoicmg in the Lord. We have 
great cause for gratitude to the Lord for 
what he is doing in this locality, in blessing 
the word, by bringing sinners to repentance, 
and encouraging and feeding the pilgrims 
of Zion. Tours affectionately, John Jull. 
Wrotham Water. 

IPSWICH.— ZoAB Chapel.— On Good 
Friday a social tea meeting was held, when 
more than 230 friends partook of the boun- 
ties of the Good Creator. In the evening a 
goodly number united in praise and prayer, 
and enlivening addresses were delivered 
hy Brethren Poock, Whorlow, Morris, and 
WiUis. On Lord's day, April 12th, the 
anniversary sermons were preached by 
J. B. McCure. The attendance was large. 
In the evening we were overcrowded, and 
several went away, not being able to get 
into the chapel. Our collections were good. 
The word preached came home with power 
^ to many souls. It was truly a refreshing 
day. On Monday evening, April Idth, our 
brother McGure delivered his lecture — 
^^ Beminiscences in the Colonies of Aus- 
tralia," which was well received by the 
numerous company assembled. The lec- 
ture was delivered in a narrative form ; the 
facts related were very telling, and calcu- 
lated to instruct, cheer, comfort, and 
encourage the tried believing family of God. 
We thank God and take courage. On 
Lord's day morning, March 1st, three of 
Zion's obedient children were baptised by 
Mr. Willis, pastor ; and in the afternoon of 
the day were received, with one other 
disciple, into fellowship with the church. 
We raise another Ebenezer. — One who 
LOVES Zion. 

WYCOMBE.— Zion Chapei On Wed- 
nesday, April 15th, the anniversary of the 
opening of this place of worship was held. 
The weather was all we could have wished, 
and a good many friends from the country 
and a few from London also, spent the day 
with us. Mr. Bennett, of Tring, preached 
two good sermons, and we found '^ The 
Lord of Hosts was with us." Our school 
room was well filled by the friends, to par 
take of an excellent tea provided free ; and 
we were enabled to reduce the debt on the 
chapel by j£16, making near £500 collected 
since laying the foundation stone on Aug. 
14th, 1862. Besides this, about £100 yearly 
has been paid for the support of the min- 
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iRtiT, &c. We thank God and take courage ; 
we nave lost sever xl dear friends by re- 
moval in providence ; and some are gone 
home to glory ; others have been raised up 
in their places; some have followed the 
Lord in his ordinance, and ** yet there is 
room." We have cause to praise Ood also, 
for his goodness to some of onr scholars. 
Two that have died during this year have 
given proof of their union to Jesus, and 
now see him face to face ; one was indeed 
triumphant in death. Hallelujah ! — Tours 
in Jesus, B. Collins. 

SOUTH HACKNEY. — Speldhubst 
BOAD, NEAR THE Chubch. — On Lord*8 
day, April 12th, special services were held 
when three good sermons were preached by 
Mr. Sankey and Mr. J. Blake. The atten- 
dance was good; the collections liberaL On 
the following Tuesday tea was provided, of 
which a good number partook ; after which 
a public meeting was held, Mr. Wyard in 
the chair ; after prayer, by Mr. Ansel, of 
Plumstead. Encouraging and appropriate 
speeches were delivered bv Messrs. Dicker- 
son, Woodard, Maycock, Dearsly, and 
Sftnkev, each expressing hearty sympathy 
with tne object — ^to establish a oaose m the 
locality. The place was crowded, and many 
expressed theur plea«urein the progress the 
infant cause had made- We hope soon to 
form a church, and in the Lord's time to 
have an under shepherd, who shall statedly 
break the Bread of Life in our midst ; and 
that peace and unanimity may characterise 
the httle band. 
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TO COBBBSPONDENTS. 

Beceived.— E. Comwell; H. Penfold; 
F. Collins ; W. Wilson ; John Hudson ; 
B. Tyler; E. M. Beed; E. C; John Wil- 
son; "The Little Gleaner," with its beau- 
tiful illustration, &c. 

The rib of T. C. is (juite right There 
is hope for the church in such young men 
as Mr. Griffin. 

A FULL account of the ordination of Mr. 
H. L. Griffin will appear in our June num- 
ber, as it was delayed by unforeseen circum- 
stances — ^too late for insertion. It was the 
intention of the deacons to publish the 
whole of it verbatim in a separate pamphlet, 
but a misunderstanding with the reporter, 
and Mr. Griffin's desire that it ahould not 
at present be published, has prevented it. 

Sad Scenes. — A correspondent says 
much has been said of late in the local 
papers respecting the chapel dispute ; and 
much it is to be lamented On April 12th 
inst., the minister administered the ordi- 
nance to twenty-two of his members, and 
erased at the same time forty-eight of the 
more advanced disciples from the church, 
refusing them communion without assign- 
ing any particular complaint against them, 
only that they are "Hypers." He also 



turned out 100 children, the teachers, and 
superintendents of the Sunday school, into 
the street, or rather on the village green, 
and locked them out of the chapel; told 
the public he should begin a fresh school, 
and superintend it himself. I never wit- 
nessed such a soene before, nor do I ever 
wish to see such a scene again. Teachers 
and children sobbing and cr3iiig with 
broken spirits, enough to move the hardest 
heart Many were moved on that occasion, 
manifesting great sympathy for the chil- 
dren. We have heard of lordly deacons ; 
but a despotic Christian minister seems 
dreadful. What can we think, when love, 
peace, charitv, and discretion have taken 
wings and nown away? Many of those 
who have been turned out have been 
members for ten, twenty, thirty, 'and forty 
years; men who are an honour to the 
church, and a credit to the village in which 
they live ; many of them have no blemish 
on their moral character. All the officers 
have been set aside, without consulting the 
majority of the church ; men who value 
the truth, and love it dearly ; and would 
rather suffer as did their forefathers, for 
conscience sake, than give place to a vea 
and nay gospeL May the Lord in his 
mercy inteipose for us, is the praver of 
yours, in the bonds of the Gospel, — A 
Pbbsecutbd Dbaoon. 

MINISTEBIAL'. 

Think of This. — A friend says, W. 
Holmes, so many years a useful itinerant, 
and a deacon of Mr. John Foreman's, is 
confined to his house by illness. Let those 
who are enjoying good health and strength 
visit their afflicted brethren. Since the 
above was written we have received the 
following:— W. Holmes has removed from 
3, New-street to 19, Hill-street, Dorset- 
square, where all future communications 
may be addressed. 

We regret to say Mr. Spui^eon has been 
confined to his house with a sharp attack of 
rheumatic gout in th^ leg. 

Mb. John Buntan McCure and 
Mr. MrrsoN. — From "The Log Book" 
and from the reports of his great success 
in this country, nearly everybody has now 
heard and read of our Christian brother, 
John Bunyan McOure, who came, last 
autumn, from Sydney, New South Wales, 
to England, asking our good people to give 
him one thousand pounds to pay for a 
large chapel he has erected in the land of his 
adoption, and with which he will soon 
thitner most gratefully return. But thou- 
sands who have heard of him, have never 
seen him ; those who have seen him desired 
to possess something which might bring 
him and his Gospel testimony to mind, after 
he has left us. To meet these desires, liis 
friend, Mr. Mitson, a well known and 
much valued brother of the New Surrey 
Tabernacle, has had some first class cartes- 
de-visiie taken, which can be had, we sup- 
pose, at our office, or of Mr. Mitson. Two 
different cartes are now before us. The 
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one represents Mr. McGme as he stands 
before the people when delivering his 
popular lecture ; the other represents him 
with his friend, Mr. Mitson, sitting by his 
side. Both are correct, yea, striking like- 
nesses, and will be pleasing remembrancers 
of the good man, and of his mission. 
They are as perfect as the present state of 
that beautiful art can render them. 

E8SBx.~The Mr. Warren, "an. old 
pastor," enquired for, is. we believe, 
preaching at the Tabernacle, Flumstead; 
but whether settled or not, we cannot telL 
Mr. John Neve. — Mr. Editob, — 
Having seen an enquiry concerning me, by 
my friend, Mr. Charles Graham, of New 
Tork^ will you put my address in The 
Eabthbn Vessel? Mr. Graham will 
then see it, as I suppose your Vessel goes 
to New York. My address is—Mr. John 
Neve, Kent Cottages, Waitham New Town, 
Hertfordshire. 

fWe have correspondence from different 
parts of the United States, and believe 
The Eabthbn Vessel is circulated in 
the different cities and districts of that 
Immense country. — Ed.] 

Mr. William Stokjs We learn with 

much regret, that Mr. William Stokes, of 
lilanchester (the author of that useful and 
essentially-necessary book, " The History 
of the Baptists"), has recently received the 
heart-renaing intelligence that hi* son has 
been shot on board a ship ; the particu- 
Jars of which we may be able to give 
another month. Our excellent and devoted 
friend, Mr. Stokes, will have, we are cer- 
tain, the s^pathy and prayers of thou- 
sands in this country. 

Stoke Newington Green. — A corre- 
spondent says Mr. Comwell had a most 
glorious day on Sunday, March 22nd. He 
opened his new pool, and baptised four 
believers. Mount Zion Chapel was crowded 
m every comer. We hope good will arise 
from it. 

CHUECHES. 

Mr. Newborn at Bedford. — A corre- 
pwndent says : " I am at the present time 
hearing Mr. John Newborn, 86 years of 
*ge; a perfect wonder! his power, and 
^gour, and strength, are marvellous. 
Gaudwell Street Particular Baptist Chapel 
18 now well filled. Mr. Newborn stands 
for more than an hour, and then seems not 
the least fatigiied. Both himself and wife 
are most gracious Christians; reflecting so 
much the image of their Master. A friend 
jrote me from London who thought Mr. 
Newborn was gone home; or, if living, 
quite unfit for preaching. They would 
niarvel greatly were they to see him; 
he does not look more than fifty in the 
pulpit." "^ 

fe Avert having resigned the pastor- 
ate of the Baptist Church, Hadlow, Kent, 
'a jj* ^'twrty to supply destitute churches. 
Address; Mr. Avery, Hadlow, Kent. 

LITEBARY. 

The Late Bev. W. Parks. — We 



understand that a volume is being pre^- 
pared for publication consisting of Notes 
of Sermons, hitherto unpubUshed, of the 
late Bev. W. Parks, together with a 
memoir and preface. The volume will be 
edited by D. A. Doudnev, D.D. 

We understand the fourth thousand of 
Mr. George Thomas Cong^eve's excellent 
Sunday School reward book, entitled, 
" Eight Acrostics on the Bible.** is now in 
coarse of publication* 

John Calvin at Home. — "Dear bro- 
ther," said a deacon to a minister the other 
day, ^*we wish you to supply our pulpit 
for three months; to preahm to us twice 
every Lord's day, and on every Thursday 
evening, paying your railway expenses 
yourself, and we will give you seven shil* 
lings and sixpence per weet" " Indeed," 
said the young minister, *'I must think 
about it" In these days, such a salary- 
looks very small ; and small, indeed, it is ; 
but in aneient records it does appear min» 
isters have sometimes been made to live on 
very little, and in a very humble way. Mr. 
Messer, in his Tercentenary Life of Calvin 
— atwopennjr supplenientto The Eakthen 
Vessel which we published some time 
since, and which can still be had at our 
office — says : — " In order to form something 
like a definite idea of this good man's life 
after he became a husband, we will now 
visit his home. That the home he occu- 
pied was a very humble one, is evident 
from the testimony of more than one of his 
biographers. In the inventory of the fur- 
niture his house contained, we meet with 
the following entry: *A cupboard without 
a lock ; a dozen stools, good as well as bad ; 
a high back chair of joiner's work, &o.* In 
this humble home the great reformer lived 
and loved, and here he penned some of 
those works which are -thought to be 
famous and priceless by those who know 
how to appreciate pure, saving, God- 
honouring truth." 

" The Lord's Goodness Acknow- 
ledged," &c. By Jabez Evans. Printed 
by Jenkin Thomas, Plymouth. This six- 
penny auto-biography of the writer is a 
plain testimony of the way in which Jabez 
Evans lived as a sinner, and of the Lord's 
mercy towards him in preserving and 
saving him, in every sense of the word. 
Paul's description of the redeemed is 
herein remarkably verified, "Ye see your 
calling, brethren, that not many wise men 
after the flesh, not many mighty, not many 
noble, are called, for God hath chosen the 
foolish things of the world to confound the 
wise," Ac. The way of life is herein feebly- 
delineated. 

" The Contbmporaby Beview."— A new 
first-class literary mtmthly — ^inan article on 
The London Press — ^has referred, in a singu- 
lar manner, twice to The Eabthen Vessel^ 
showing that, in certain channels, articles 
in our nionthly would have considerable 
influence. From the gentle hint implied, 
we feel justified in asfing our kind corre- 
spondents, and brethren all, to aim at a 
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more earneBt contention for Divine tmth 
than ever ; but that it should be in a man- 
ner, spirit, and style, calculated to edify the 
tens of thousan<u who are now ^ringing 
up in our churches, and taking the places 
occupied by their fathers and mothers, who 
were our friends, but have been called home. 
The truth of heaven is as beautiful in its 
expression as it is rich and exalting in its 
experimental possession. 

Ma. William Stokes, of Manchester, 
has kindly promised us a series of papers 
on ^^ The Sects and Heresies of the Chris- 
tian Church ;" the first of which will, we 
expect, appear in our June number. 

"My liog Book." — ^A correspondent in 
Wiltshire, says : " I was pleased with the 
*• Log Book ;' it is a nice thmg for those who 
know nothing of sea voyages. I shall re- 
joice to hear Mr. Bnnyan McCure was 
successful in his mission. I should have 
been glad to have seen him in our quarter ; 
but the people take no interest in it ; the 
time will come when these divisions will 
not be known." 

BENEVOLENT. 

Bbead and Clothes Distribution. — 
One most lamentable distress case— -a poer 
female dressmaker, who has been a widow 
for thirty vears, existing on the proceeds 
of her needle, but now reduced almost to 
skin and bone, has been found out and 
relieved, with many others, who have long 
struggled against the tide of adversity. 
Mr. Flaw, in a note says : " I have sent 

Mrs. to see if you can give her a 

trifle ; she is in great distress, her husband 
having no work. I gave to another case a 
loaf ; they are starving." — [It is a painful 
fact that professing ChristiaDS, who live in 
the neighbourhood of the worst scenes of 
intense poverty, do nothing either to search 
out, or to relieve their starving neighbours.] 
Considerable effort has been made to cany 
out the following request in the most 
charitable manner: "To Mrs. Banks, — 
Will you kindly distribute the inclosed £i 
in silver and clothing sent as you think 
best ?— M. M., Westminster, Feb. 13, 1868." 

Sturey, Canterbury, Kent. — Dear 
Brother, — I acknowledge thanks for the 
kindness of friends to me. I am in much 
pain ; but the Lord is gracious. Names 
and thank offerings: Aylesbury, 10s.. 
0. F. S. B.,28. 6d. ; Bible Room, Coll 
Chester, 2s. 6d. — Samuel Foster. 

An appeal to Christian friends, on be- 
half of the people worshipping at Knowl 
Hill Chapel, having recently been bereaved 
of their beloved pastor, Mr. Mason, who 
for some years lay on a bed of sickness. 
The difficulties with the debt of £31, we 
feel they cannot surmount, without the help 
of the truly benevolent^ which will be 
received with great gratitude, desiring to 
ascribe all the blessing and honour to our 
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. Collecting 
cards will be forwarded by Mr. Chas. Wise, 
St. Mary's Butts, Beading; Mr. Jas. Vamey, 
28, Waylen-street, and W. Brown, 23, 



Oxford street, helpers together in the good 
work, by whom all contributions will be 
thankfully received, and duly acknow- 
ledged. 

"Bethnal Green Mission of Belie? 
TO THE LoRD*s PooR." — "J. W." and 
friends interested in this mission of bread, 
clothes, and money, to the most quiet and 
needy of the Lord s family, will please see 
the note inside of this April Vessel. 

A dear old pUgrim, John (xardner, still 
lives at 50, Berwick street, Oxford street. 
Many years he preached the gospel, but for 
fourteen years has been confined to his 
room, helpless. Many of his former friends 
are dead. WiU any visit the Lord by cal- 
ling on one of his brethren ? 

Mr. Yarrow's case, as noticed last 
month, has met with sympathy. Mrs. 
Moore^ of Bedford, has sent 58. 

GENEBAL. 

Important. — The denial of the Deity 
and distinct Personality of the Holy Ghost, 
by some in our churches, certainly calls for 
the published testimonies of such true 
believers whose hearts have been com- 
forted being knit together in love, and unto 
all riches of the fml assurance of under- 
standing, to the acknowledgment of the 
mystery of God, and of the Father, and of 
Christ (Col. ii. 2). We fear that while we 
have been zealously employed in giving 
experiences, Church records, &c., the more 
essential and eternal, and absolutely funda- 
mental doctrines of the grace of God have 
been slighted or omitted ; and hence, while 
we have slept, tares have been sown ; they 
are springing up ; they are troubling our 
churches to an extent not generally known. 
As an introductory note, we ask, cannot 
brethren be found who will be willing, and 
are able to give us a series of papers on all 
such facts as are revealed in the Word of 
God concerning the Three Glorious Persons 
in the Godhead, whom, in all other bene- 
dictions and doxologies, we acknowledge 
and adore? This is a serious question. 
We pray, yes, truly, we pray, it may be 
considered, and responded unto, for we must 
plead guilty in suffering such great matters 
to be almost hidden. Brethren, think, and 
pray, and get to work. 

What Prison is it?— Dear Sir,— Pardon 
the liberty I take in asking for a space in 
your Vessel columns; but should feel 
greatly obliged by yourself, or any of your 
readers kindly giving their thoughts upon 
1st Peter, 3rd chaptf r and 19th verse. The 
passage is, to my own mind, rather obscure, 
and hearing a friend (a Boman Catholic) 
who asserts that the " Prison" referred to is 
the place of purgatory, I am more especi- 
ally desirous to have a clear interpretation 
of the text. I am, Mr. Editor, yours, &c., 
A Constant Beader. - [We ask our 
brethren to give us the mind of God 
on this text, which has been obscure to 
many. — Ed. | 
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" Write, blessed are the dead which die in the Lord, from henceforth. Yea, saith the 
Spirit, that they may rest from their labours, and their works do follow them.? 
Rev. xiv. la. 

^^ Gather up the fragments that remain, that nothing be lost" John vi. 12. 

[We have carefully read the following memoir, and hope it may be 
read by many thousands, with solemnity of mind and gratitude to 
God.— Ed.] 

Dear Bbotheb Banks, — After a long silence I take my pen to address 
you. My chief object in writing is to give you some account of the life 
and death of Henalder Bows, of East Coker, near YeoviL This aged saint 
died Sunday, March 22nd, in the eightieth year of his age, having lived- 
in the fear of God fifty years. His end was peace. I will give you, first, 
a short account of his life ; secondly, of his death ; thirdly, some general 
and particular features of his character. I have attempted to write to 
you on this account several times before, but when I have approached 
the subject of his death, my heart was filled with such strong emotions, 
that my eyes were filled with tears, and I was obliged to desist. Being 
now pushed forward by those portions of the Word which you see cited 
at the head of this narrative, I hope that something I may have to say 
respecting this somewhat singular and happy Christian may prove useful 
to some of the wide-spread family of the living God. My departed friend 
in early life was, what we would call, a gay, merry-hearted fellow, not 
addicted to crime or violence ; nevertheless, he was the subject of natural 
convictions. The law of God disturbed his conscience, and, as he told 
me, induced him to have recourse to religious reformation, in order to 
meet the requirements of the law, and to make himself a fit subject to 
receive the grace of God. In a word, he strove hard to do something 
for himsel£ At this time, both his wife and himself were choral singers 
in the Pariah Church at East Coker, where they continued unti labout the 
twenty-ninth year of hb age, when God, in the riches of his grace, directed 
his steps to the old tabernacle at Yeovil. At that time, a Mr. Davis 
was preaching there with much acceptance and usefulness ; and once 
addressing his audience in a quaint style, said he had brought something 
there that day for the hucksters. So my worthy friend found himself one 
of these hucksters that had been doing business for himself; he saw he 
was deep in debt, and had nothing wherewith to meet it, and was in 
danger of perpetual imprisonment ; here the law put in a demand with 
" Pay me what thou owest." He did not know how to agree with his 
adversary quickly whilst he was in the way. It was here God sent his 
word into his soul with light and power, and thundered with the voice 
of his excellency ; it was here the Lord bored his ear and his heart, and 
prepared him for hearing and receiving the glorious gospel of the blessed 
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God. This work of conviction left him without hope, and dashed Im 
feelings to pieces, like a potter's vessel ; but it was soon followed by a 
joyful conversion; that beautiful portion, the 89th Psalm (15 and 16th 
verses), " Blessed are the people that know the joyful sound ; they siiall 
walk, O Lord, in the light of thy countenance. In thy name shall they 
rejoice all the day ; and in thy ri^teousness shall they be exalted."* 
Thus did the Lord deliver a lawful captive, and made him glad with his 
salvation; filled his soul with light, life, love, and liberty. Hewai^ 
much indulged with the honey, miik, aad Gospel wine, in the days of his- 
espousals. About this time his wife was called, and they both became 
members of the church at the Taibemacle, Yeovil, where they have con- 
tinued consistent members. When they were thus brought to walk 
together in the new life, they opened a prayer meeting in their honse^ 
and it has been kept up for forty years. Thirty years ago Mr. Bidder 
got the house licensed for preaching ; here he preached week nights for 
about five years, when he left Yeovil, and wished me to succeed him ; 
and I have gone to that place more or less twenty-five years. I call it 
my village station. Various ministers have preached the gospel in that 
memorable old cottage, such as John Lareby, John Webster, George 
Godding, Isaac Comfort, W.' Jay, and others. My dear old friend read 
out the hymns, pitched tunes, read and expounded the word, or read a 
sermon, and sometimes. [a choice piece from The Earthen Vessel, 
written by our much-esteemed brother Wells. Our departed aged brother 
was rich in faith, and a father in Israel. We lived in the closest union 
and fellowship together for twenty-five years ; the unity of the Spirit 
was kept in the bond of peace ; it was not cut off or burnt out ; nor 
chilled into a consumption. He was one of the best wearing men I 
ever met with. Some years after he was called, he was led to see the 
ordinance of believer's baptism, and was, with his father, baptised by 
Mr. Comfort. This dear old saint was enabled to hold the l^th in a 
pure conscience. It may be truly said of him, 'he has run a good race ; 
has fought a good fight ; kept the faith, and, doubtless, ere now, has re- 
ceived a crown of righteousness that fadeth not away. He and his wife 
lived together over fifty years, without having had any children. Many 
of the Lord's poor children have been welcomed to their table to par- 
take of their humble fare for more than forty years. He seemed to enjoy 
a measure of Gospel light and liberty above many. His feet stood in an 
even place in the covenant, love, work, blood, and righteousness of 
Christ. His faith stood firm, and rejoiced in hope of the glory of God* 
Our departed brother looked like one of those that came in at the south 
gate, and felt assured that he would go out at the north gate. That a 
great change would take place toward the close of his mortal life, I had 
told him ; and so it came to pass. He continued his daily labour 
until seventy-five years of age. His wife was a weaver; they both out- 
lived their strength, were obliged to give up, and live upon the old age 
parish pay, which, together with the help of friends, they havB never 
wanted for the common necessaries of life. Mrs. L. (a godly lady) 
supplied them with clothing and money, and cordials for years, and since 
his decease she has been very kind to the widow, and has ordered a head- 
stone to be set up by his grave ; she says not to exalt the man, but out 
of respect for that which he carried with him. Another godly lady, 
Mrs. S«— -, has made me a special^ messenger to cany them both mcHiey 
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aind ooeduJa ia the hour of need ; and B'^ — E%q> — ^tii^ougb a Charc}uBMi 

And A joa^^iffbraete — did not diedam lio yisit this uugalar old pilgiimiitt 

ha humble cottage in the tioia of afflictloB. I may add, that ifom hiB 

jcfa&. he ^nas troubled with a oonBtitutioiial cough, whicii finally puUed 

dowia his taJbemaole. He had other afllicidoBs at dUG^enJb periods «f 

^ life, aU «f whioh he bove with iTemarkaldie pat&ence and GhriiBtiaiL 

fortitude wat^ about two yaam ago, when a great change took plaiee in 

his body and caperienoe ; the cough beoaHue. move violent, which so 

shook the old tahamacle ibat it; tott^ed and tumbled with i^ infirali- 

ties. God hid km &ce; darkneaa of soul oame' on ; Satan set m wpmx 

hiia with greatfuiy, and hia fiery darte fell thick and £eMst upon hm; 

his soul was ahaken to the yevy c^itre ; the fountain^i of iniquity in it&e 

Men nature w^e opened up ; his evidenees of Divine life were be> 

clouded ; the fears of death compassed him, and the disftiant appiKMioh of 

death often made him shaka. He looked amazed, and complained to me 

of his state, and of what he saw and felt of the body of sin and death, 

such 86 he had never felt bctfore. I have seen him haiig down his head 

on the table and bury his face in his hands, with the darkness and 

dreariness of a wintry night. He was filled with doubts and fears of 

his state ; this great change made him very irritable and passionate at 

times, and he appeared to have great conflicts with Satan. When 

obl^d to keep his bed, sometimes he did beat his hand on the bed as 

thoifgh he wias contending jdiarply with aa enemy. This torying 'O^q^enir 

euce continued with him until wiiJiin a few weeks of his departure. I 

Tinted him and. prayed with him, and £or him, which he seemed to esi^y, 

and expressed great satisfftction. When the ^eat darkness and fear bad 

passed away from his soul, he felt a »weet calm ; his spirit resigiied to 

the will of God, waiting to be called up higher ; and when fdeaoda eaJled 

to see him his heart and mouth was full of Christ the Saviour's JP>eat 

hve, and great person, and great work, and great salvation ; his p^e^t 

righteousness, and glorious redem^ion ; these were the choice themes 

of his heart. I saw him a few days before he died, and perceived that 

the Sun of Kighteousness had aidaen upon him, and that his end was 

near. While the Gospel glory beamed through his languid eyes I knelt 

down and prayed earnestly for him, whidi he seemed to feel and enjoy. 

He said the truths he had heard me preach for years past had ^peen 

gathered up and kid upon his mind with such power and unction as he 

had never felt befi>pe. "Sunday morning, March 22nd, about Ijiree o'clock, 

he fek i^e diBsolutitpn pressing him sore, and said, *^This is my last *Sab- 

bath here. My dear heavenly Father, take me home to thy eternal 

Bfriblwth.'' Afi«r tMs he lay very quiet till about eleven o'clock in the 

iowao&n., when he gently Ml asle^, with a little band of the Lord'3 

people standiDg round hie bed. I attended the funeral, and spoke over 

the Famaiiie, aoid, in aeeordanee with his own arrangement, took his 

eoa^version. 'teset for his funeratl sermon. N'ow, with regard to the 

featuFes cf his diaoraeter, I wfll notice first, simpficity in his manner of 

hvi]^. 9^ always pre^drred-the plainest food, and modest apparel ; t^ 

g^tteris^fiBd^ens of lihe world had no charms for him. In his godly 

ezperlratee 'we fed afiimpleand entire reliance upon the love, grace, and 

Mewy 'itf f©ai' in Cfepist ; an habitual dependence upon the person^ 

blooA, ttiad TlghteoBsnes&ef CSiriflt for lilb and eternal salvation. SeccttidSy, 

I wffl ft^^e g<^ly fBaar; this wefl-t^ring of Kfe was liever dried up it 

H 2 
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him ; it was a governing principle in his soul, and he feared the Lord 
above many. He would Imeel down on the hearth and pray earnestly 
to be kept from presumptuous sins, and was grieved at heart to hear of 
the saints falling into sin. Thirdly, constancy. He was a stedfsist 
believer in every truth of the Gospel, and adhered closely to the electing 
love of Ood the Father ; the redeeming blood of Jesus Christ ; and the 
regenerating grace and power of God the Holy Ghost. Fourth, prayer. 
He was often engaged in this solemn and godly exercise, especially in 
his latter days. Fifthly, honesty. It may truly be said of him that he 
owed no man anything. Sixthly, liberality. He would divide his last 
crust or give away a sixpence when we would think he wanted for him- 
self He always expressed a tender regard for the temporal and eternal 
welfare of the minister of truth, and for the peace and prosperity of the 
whole Church of God. 
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My dear Brother, — Thinking that your readers would like to see 
an account of the departure of my dear wife from this vale of tears to 
that *' rest which remaineth for the people of God," I take»this oppor- 
tunity of sending you a short outline of Lord's graeious dealings with 
her. She has been (as you know), a great sufferer for many years in 
body and mind. 

About twenty years' ago it pleased the dear Lord to call her by his 
grace, to convince her of her state as a sinner, caused her to cry for 
mercy, and in his own good time brought her to love salvation by grace. 

At first the work was gentle ; she often said, '' I fear I am not 

right." 

*t *Tis a point I long to know, 

Oft it causes anxious thought, 
Do I love the Lord or no, 
Am I His, or am I not r* 

The sermons you preached at Darling Place Cambridge-road, were 
made a great blessing to her souL The work was deepened, she became 
established in the truth, and wa^ a constant attendant onthe means of 
grace. 

Eighteen years ago last Easter Sunday, she was baptised, and joined 
a strict Baptist Church under the pastoral care of Mr. W. Chamberlain. 
At Grosvenor-street, Commercial-road, a sermon preached by him from 
Isaiah xl. 11, '^ He shall feed his fiock like a shepherd; he shall gather 
the Iambs with his arm," was made a blessing to her ; she often spoke 
of ii, also another from Zech. xiii. 12, ''In that day there shall be a 
fountain opened to the house of David, and to the inhabitants of 
Jerusalem, for sin and uncleanness." But yet not able to realise her 
interest in Christ, she had a dread of death, always nervous and veiy 
delicate, not knowing what it was to be free from pain twenty-four 
hours at a time for the last twelve years. Having a large &inily, 1 
often regarded her as an over«anxiou8 mother, still beUeved " At evening 
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time.it would be light" with her eooL. Ky dear wife gave bir& to her- 
tenth child in June 1866: The doctor said it would be impossil:^ for 
her to hast long ; but the i4)pointed time was fixed. From that time, she 
gFadoally declined ; she would often say to a friend, '^ I feel I canniot 
part with my dear hnsband/' She was indeed a kind and loving wife ; 
but natural ties must be severed. On ose occasion I said tp her, 
" What do you think of your hope V* " I know it is a good one V '* For 
what reason r She answered, '' My hope is built on nothing less than 
Jesus's blood and righteousness." She would sometimes say, referring 
to the sufferings of Christ : 

**Hi8 way was much rooffher and darker than mine, 
Did Chnst) my Lord, snser, and ahall I repine ?" 

The time at last came when the Lord broke in with light in her soul, 
as I believed he would. 

On Saturday, April 18th, the day before my beloved wife 
hade adieu to pain, she was blessed with sweet confidence, and spoke 
of many hymns that had been precious to her soul. She conversed 
freely of the goodness of the Lord to us in all our trials. Speaking 
of ^^arious friends who had departed this life for the better world, and 
of the different portions of the word of God from which I had improved 
their deaths, I said, '' Wliat words do you think suitable to your own 
case It" I shall never forget the reply, and the sweet smile she gave^ 
** Why * Casting all your care upon Him, for he careth for you.' " " t 
know he has cared for me,'' I said j " bless his dear name, he has caredi 
for us." One day last summer, when going to Erith for a little change, , 
uhe was taken very bad. I thought she would have died. She told me 
of a portion of God's word having been made precious to her soul then. . 
The words were, " For the Lamb which is in the midst of the throne,., 
shall feed them, and lead them unto living fountains of waters, and God ; 
shall wipe away all tears from their eyes." Rev. vii. 17. She said, ** I 
thought, will he wipe away my tears 1" I answered, " Yes j with his . 
consoling hand." Her mind was peaceful and stayed ; she had a pretty 
good night. On Lord's-day, the 19th, when getting ready for chapel, 
she said, '' You did not hear me repeat the 53rd chapter of Isaiah in the 
night 1" I said, " No ; I did not ; that is very precious indeed. 1 am 
going to speak from those beautifUl words, * Ye are complete in Him.' ** 
She was quite happy. I was engaged to preach to the dear friends at 
Begent-street) City-road, that day, and left home in very good spirits ; 
had a good time in preaching, and returned to dine as soon as I could 
after the service. I had not been home long before my dear wife was 
taken for death ; her sufferings were ' very great. She looked up and 
said, "O, Lord, give me patience." I said, "My dear, you will not 
want it much longer." About four o'clock she breathed her last*. 

** One gentle sigh, lier fetters broke, 

We scarce could say she's gone, 
Before her ransomed spirit took, 

Its station near thy throne." 

Thus I have given a brief outline of the life and death of my dear 
wife, Mrs. G. Webb. O for grace to say, " The Lord gave and the 
Lord hath taken away, blessed be the name of the Lord." Job i. 21. 
He will not take himself away, for he hath said, *^ I will never leave 
thee nor forsake thee." Heb. xiii. 5. My path has been a path of trial 
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f^ tautoy* TiMtn^'Ha, l6)ving irift and m. de«r 'OfaUdtea hflve bem taiwR 
frotii HM f I atti ^oir left with, fottr. TIm dear Lord ^wffl ipvcmda I 
cjkuk t^iily mf^ ^* The Lord is good, a stroi^-liiokL in. tho di^ of ^tietiliW 
SlMttgth haa b^n gifmi equal to the day ; iijtLesiB harve been sappHed 
ih' a irondeffbl manner, ify wife said the dby before rile die4 **Mj 
dMli*, you httve got nie erreryl&mg I have asked iftryek" I said, ^ What 
^ tu^lrcy tlio dear Lord has enabled me to do 8o.^ My dear friends hmve 
hmit rety kind; there has been n<»ladk. '' Blesa ike Lord, 0, myrwvl** 
I IkMve been greatly helped in my irx>rk,4aid as a ohwek we oaa aay, 
^'The Lord of Hosts is with us, the God oiJunh i» o«r neffage.'' — I 
I remain, yours in the bonds of the Goi^>el, G. WEBB. 

^11, Castle-road, Camden To"wn, N-W. Baptist Minister. 

May 19th, 1868. 



Na l.-^aABBLLIA¥ISM. 

BrWtELiAM Stdkss, Mawchesteb. Author of thk Hbtokt of 

THE Baptists, Imputed BiOHTEOUffirsss, &c., &c. 



It is not intended in this series of papers to attempt a description of 
aU the heresies that have marked and marred the Christian Church from 
the Apostolic times; otherwise the Essenes, the Oaulonites^ the 
Nazarenes^ the Nicolaitaries^ the Gnostics^ and many other bodies 
would require an early notice. But as this would be to slay the dead, 
these papers will be confined to those that still wander about to the 
terror of living men, with a collateral examination of such sects as 
maintain a substantial orthodoxy^ notwithstanding a considerable 
diversity of opinion on some lesser points. The one object, therefore, 
will be to illustrate and maintain ''the Mth once delivered unto the 
saints.'' 

It is remarkable that the earliest heresies of the Christian church, 
were those concerning the Divine nature, and turned chiefly upon the 
question whedier the blessed God is a pure unity, or a Trinity in 
unity. This profound subject is one evidently beyond the legitimate 
rprovince of human reason, which cannot by ^y posaibiHty argue from 
the known which is only finite, to the unknown, the eternal, and the 
infinite. Between these incomprehensible extremes, all analogy ceases, 
and all attempts at reasoning will be wild, inconclusive, and dangerous. 
Yet in its own proper sphere, reason is the true glory of man, but that 
sphere is the visible, and all beyond that limit will ever remain to 
unassisted reason, bewildering and dark. Man can know but little of 
God except as He is pleased to reveal Himself in some special manner; 
and when such a revelation is made it must of necessity make its appeal 
<£Fect to faith, and not to reason. Man may infer his Maker's nature to 
a very limited extent from His works ; but inference when at the best, 
is always uncertain and liable to error. But it can never be so with 
direct revelation. When the blessed God speaks, all doubt should cease, 
reason should be silent, and faith in the word of evwlasting troth, at 



JasViatt. Jjm CMRmPIAN MBCQMD. m 



<mo0i^oald beoome l^et ffiid» of mn^ Henoe fidiji ia a Pivine testl* 
«i0n|r^ is infiniteljr to be piefenred to ueaBon^in all thmgs that liave to do 
with the invisible world. 

Ihe eanly bdneaiea i«M|Ketii^ the I>i!niie nature were of two .kinds ; 
fimt, tlMBB that denidd ihe dmnify ; and seoondly, those that denied the 
hmumityoi Ghidst* For strange as it may appear to us, tiiere wove 
thoMlo: the fizvt oeotniies wh^ denied that Oluist erer had a body, or 
ms- ever ta tma and {uroper. man. Of these^ the following names aie 
hftnded down to us by anaieDt eoeleeiai it iffal historiaas : Simon Magus, of 
JSamari^ Mareiony Fa2flMftNii», BasiUdeBy Bardezansaj Cerdcm, . azid 
Mmu8: These, with, an escepildoii. or twcv admitted the divinity of 
€iaiBt, but denied his real humanity, and totally rejeeted the account of 
his dir^ his wffermgs^ and his dMAk* Hence they acquired the names 
^ Daoei€R " to seem," and GrnosUos from '* knowledge^" because they 
aiected to know more than all other men, and Idiis affectation of sapmop 
knowledge or wisdom/ has had more to do with heresy in all ag€» of the 
worid^than is generally beMeved. Eveiy genc^ration contains a class of 
Uttle-minded men who love netodety^ and who will detain it at any 
sacrffice of consistency and tmth ; but as. this cannot be efiected by 
faeUeving and acting with the g^^eat body of Christian men, they invent 
or accept of some novelty, or some new and unheard of doctrine, with 
which they attempt to startle maiikind into the acknowledgment of 
their own superiOT discemmentw Thus they make a noise and become 
at least notorious, where they intended to be famous ; and from the 
days of Simon Metgus down to those of a Golenso, wax-candles, and 
Ftotaiant confessionals, the church of God has been disturbed by a 
succession of pests, who '^ depart from the faith, giving heed to 
seducing spirits, and doctrines of devils; speaking lies in hypocrisy." 
Of such men, all history, all experience, and all scripture, loudly cry to 
modem churches " beware." Ajnong this class were Cerinthm, Ebion^ 
MorUanuSy Artemon^ Ncetus^ and SabMu^ who founded a sect, and with 
ivhom we have now to deal. 

Sabellius, who was an African pastor, began to preach his pernicious 
doctiines about A.ik. 22i. He taught idiat there was only one Divine 
person, namely, the Father, that there was no Trinity, and that the Son 
and Holy Spirit were mere emanations from Him, but are called by 
diiSfereni names as occasion reqtiires ; that they are not distinct persona, 
bat one and the same everlasting Father. He broached these unscrip- 
tural doctrines in Ftolemais, wbii^ wias the chief <akj of Cyrenaica. 
Simon Magus, the '^ a^U-knowing" founder of the Gnostics, appears to 
hare eatertEoned very similar opinions, so that it is extremely probable 
that Sabellius, aware of the credulity of the Africans, took advantage of 
this weaki^esB to impose upon them false doctrines, which had been 
^ting about without a home for some two hundred years. Among 
these ever-changing African churches they spread with great rapidity, 
notwithstanding the powerful opposition of Dionysius of Alexandria. 

The learned Neander gives the following philosophical description 
of this heresy :, — " Sabellius referred all the three names of the Trmd to 
relations wholly co-ordinate. The names of Father, Logos, and Holy 
^Uuist, would, according to him, be, after the same manner, designations 
of thi^e difierent phases, under which the one divine essence reveals 
itaelf. All the three would go together, to designate in a manner 
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exhanstmg the whole truth, the relation of God to ^e world. * ' * * 
He expressly says^ the Fatiier remidnB the same, bat evolveiB himself 
in the Son and Spirit." 

In plainer terms, it is evident that Sabellias denied the existence 
of three persons in the Godhead, and asserted that the Father^ Son 
Holy Spirit, were but one person nnd^lr three several names. Henoe 
h^ taught that God, nnder the name of the Father, gave the law in 
the Old Testament ; that in the New Testament He was made man in 
the capacity of the Son ; and afterwards descended upon the apostles in 
the quality of the Holy Spirit, The Sabellian opinion of the Loffo$r 
or the Divine word, as given by the devoted Beausobre, flatly contradicts 
the inspired statement that ** the woixl Logos was with God, and the 
word Logos was God. The same Logos was in the beginning with God."^ 
John i 1, 2. Sabellius compared the Logos to the faculty of reason in 
man, and by thus reducing the Son of God to a mere emanation, He 
was deprived of every attribute proper to Divinity. 

According to this foolish scheme it was the Father who was bom in 
the manger, who had not where to lay his head, who wept in the 
garden, and who died upon the tree. The Divine word, and the Holy 
Spirit, were only virtues, or emanations, or fimctions, proceeding from 
the Father, and that they were no more divine than the shadow is the 
substance of any solid body. The whole system was a war against the 
Triune God, and a feeble attempt to remove both the Son and the Holy 
Spirit from the region of Dirinity. 

But who, with the smallest scriptural knowledge, can be deluded 
by such a pompous, senseless, array of words 1 Who, after carefully 
reading the following beautiM passages, can be imposed upon by the 
groundless sophistry of Sabellianism ? " But the Comforter, which is 
the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send in my name, He shall teach 
you ail things. But when the Comforter is come, whom I will send 
unto you from the Father, even the Spirit of Truth, which proceedeth 
from the Father, He shall testify of me.'' According to this wild 
Sabellian scheme, the Father would send himself, proceed from himself, 
and testify of himself ! To designate such a mongrel system as an 
absurdity, and an abandonment of common reverence for Divine 
teaching, is far below the reproof demanded by the heresy. It was 
worse &an all this ; for it was the fooUshnesss of man contradicting 
the wisdom of God, and the narrow human reason contending against 
the infinite intelligence of the eternal; 

The great Dr. Cudworth in his profound and masterly work 
entitled the Intellectual system of the Universe, says of Sabellianism, 
that " the doctrine of it is no other than this, that there was but one 
hyposlatis, or singular individual essence of the Father, Son and Holy 
Ghost, and consequently that they were indeed bnt three several names, 
or notions, or modes, of one and the selfisame thing. From whence such 
absurdities as these would follow, that the Father's begetting the Son 
was nothing but one name, notion, or mode of the Deity's begetting 
another; or else the same Deity, under one notion, begetting itself 
under another notion. And. when again the Son, or Word and not 
the Father, is said to have been incarnated, and to have suffered death 
for us upon the cross, that it was nothing but a mere logical notion or 
mode of the Deity, that was incarnate and suffered, or else the the whole 
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Deity under particular notion or mode onlj." Modern Socinianism 
fraternizes very closely with these ridiculous sentiments. ** If/' says 
one of their writers, *' as there is reason to believe, the Holy Spirit, or 
Spirit of God, is sometimes represented in the Bible, as a real persona] 
agent, possessing the names and attributes of Divinity, — ihtU being mtat 
be the Father Iwnselfy who is the only wise and true God, to the ex- 
clusion of every other person in the universe.'' — {Wilsoris Unitarian- 
im, p. 281.) As the comparative similarity between the two heresies 
of Sabellius and Socinus, will be examined in a future paper, it is at 
present enough to say, that they are alike arrogant in spirit and ' 
sceptical in tendency. To the great and fundamental doctrine of a 
Trinity in Unity, they are equally opposed, and the animus of both is 
that of assuming that man knows more of God, than God knows of 
Himself. 

{To be continued). 



[WBITTEN EXPBESSLY FOR " THB EARTHEN VESSEL."] 



Dear Mr. Banks, — I promised in my last to give you a little more of 
my Church experience. I fear, however^ that before I have done, your 
readers will be tired, and wish for something fuesh, for the more I write, 
the more there is crowds into my mind, which my grateful heart prompts 
me to say. I therefore find a difficulty in writing so much and no mSre 
than would be profitable as well as interesting. Interest alone is 
worthless if it does not lead to the profit of the soul, and the glory of 
God. 

I always found it a good thing to endeavour, with the Holy Spirit's 
assistance, to profit by everything I heard or read. While in the CQiurcb 
of England, I was favoured with many opportunities of conversing with 
those who came to preach as "Home Missionaries." These were, I 
trust, profitable seasons, for every word that came from their lips was 
precious to me. Like ihe mother of our Lord, I kept all these sayings, 
and pondered them in my heart. It always was my practice, is now, 
and ever will be, when about to go to the house of pray^, to ask of 
Grod such, a frame of mind as would permit me to hear with profit. It 
is with gratitude I say, that I never was inclined when I could not 
hear with profit, to lay the blame upon the minister. I believe that 
whenever a true minister of God stimds up to preach Christ as our 
example! by His life on earth, Christ as our Saviour by his merits and 
death, Christ as our intercessor by His exaltation at His Father's right 
hand ; there will be something for every soul who is hungerinj^ and 
thirsting after righteousness. ', > 

I do not write boastingly, but you know, sir, I promised to give my 
experience, and my experience is this : that whenever I go to the ho use 
of God, I go expecting great things, even as^great as the Lord promised 
vhen He said, " Open thy mouth wide, and I will fill it," and if I do 
not realize the fulfilment of that promise, I know there is something 

N 
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wrottg ^thin. I have frequetttly found when I hare gcme to the 
sanctuary hungry and thirsty, there has been somcAlBing jost sailed to 
my case. I remember one Sabbath morning, going to chtiroh with the 
language of the psalmist on my lips, ^ My soul tMntetk for €k)d, for 
the living God/' it happened to be the day when the fifty-fifft chapter 
c^ Isaiah was appointed to be read. I was rather la!te that moming, 
and I entered the church just as the minister began to read the words, 
*^ Ho, every one that thirsteth, come ye to the waters/' &c» I do not 
think I shall ever forget what I felt at that moment ; the words were 
never so sweet to me before ; it seemed to be a special invitation from 
my heavenly Father to myself, and was, doubtless, in answer to prayer 
that moming, for my heart had been sweetly drawn out to pray that mj 
longing soiil might be satisfied with the bread and water of life. I 
remember, too, what liberty I felt that morning in praying for my 
minister. Oh, how my heart has ached for him sometimes, when I have 
seen him enter the pulpit, and, as I fancied, with a downcast look at 
the thinly scattered congregation, and saw how very few there were, 
whp he could hope ever tried to bear up his hands by prayer ; I 
never wonder at the want of eof^rgf in sudi a minister, I only wonder 
he can preach at all ; the Lord says, " For all these things will I be 
enquired of by the house of Israel to do it for them." It matters little 
how good the seed which Paul sows, if ApoUos does not water we 
cannot expect God to give the increase. O, methinlis if professing 
Christians knew more of the sweetness of praying for each other, and 
especially for their miuisters, we should see more spirituality, and less 
wordly-mindedness, we should be more dead to the world and more 
alive to the things of Gon. 

O blest devotion, thus to meet, 
And spread our grants at Jesa*8 feet ; 
Call him our own. in ties of blood, 
And hold sweet fellowsMp with God. 

Fellowship with God ! Yes, there were seasons when I enjoyed it 
even in the Church of England. In general, however, my mind was 
dark, and my prospects gloomy. Though I was devotedly attached to 
my minister, and the spot where I sat was, I trast I can say, made 
sacred by the presence of Jehovah, yet there were many things which at 
times made me very unhappy. One thing especially which frequently 
troubled me was that so little regard is paid to the character of those 
who are required to take part in the solemn services of the sanctuary. 
I never expect to see much spirituality in the Church, while those who 
are actually engaged in helping to lead the devotions of the people, are 
kneeling by your side at the Lord's Table in the moming, and in the 
evening at a village feast, sharing the cup of the drunkard. Theii* 
syiStem of Sunday school teaching is also in my opinion very bad. I 
dare not trust myself to write what I think about it, for my feelings 
would perhaps lead me to write too harshly. Kothing I ever met wiOi 
in the church caused me so much grief as the inconsistencies practised 
in th^ir Sabbath schools. The evil I believe is in consequence of their 
ungodly superintendents. A master is chosen for the day school, and 
whether he be a truly worldly man, a Pharisee, or a saint, he is expected 
to xake the first, and therefore the most important class in the Stmday 
school. In the minister's absence, of course, he superintends, and every 
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teacher most submit to lus authoritj, hoiwever much their feelinga may 
be wounded in. ccmsequence. I have knows, theae "Aohans in the 
canp^" teach their diildren on the Sabbath to renounce the pom^is and 
Yanities of this wicked world, and daring the week spend their evenings 
at the card table, or at the pubUc-bouse dancing. It is ako a fact^ that 
I have been witness too, that young females, whose heart and time were 
wholly engrossed with ihe follies and vanities of this world, whose hst 
ihottght would be the good of £^ouls or the slory of QodL These females 
have been paid & yearly salary to teach in the Sunday school in preference 
to those who would esteeoa the honour and privilege of working in the 
Lord's Tiueyard a sufficient reward. But I must leave this (to me) 
painful subject, .for I find the daggers once planted in my own heart, 
are not yet removed. But, in spite of all that was painful, I experienced 
amch that waa profitable. I am, as I said before, deeply indebted to 
the Church of England fior my knowledge of the doctrines of Christi- 
anity — especially the doctrine of the Trinity. I was glad to see your 
^suggestion in reference to that subject in your May Yesssl, but it is not 
for me to comply with your request ; something is much needed on the 
4Nxbject, but it must come &om abler pens than mine. I trust, however, 
I may be permitted to write my own thoughts upon the subject. I 
think if one doctrine is more grand and sublime than another, it is that 
<i the Trinity. When we can realise that the three persons in the 
Godhead are each conceomed in our salvation, then it is we feel ourselves 
•on a Eock where there is firm fi)pting, and all the malice of the world, 
4Uid all the rage of devils, cannot remove ua one hair^s breadth. 0, 
kow much do they lose who cannot receive these truths fully into their 
hearts. True, godliness is a mystery, and we cannot, with our finite 
minds, comprehend infinity, nevertheless, I am bound to believe even 
what I do not understand. Trinity is a mystery, but to me it is a 
greater mystery still, how anyone can read the baptism of our Saviour 
without at once recognising three distinct persons. Jesus goes down 
into the water iso be baptised, the Spirit descended in a bodily shape, 
like a dove, and rested v^n him, and the Father's voice is heard from 
beaven saying, " This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased." 
What more can be needed to prove that there are three separate persons, 
though but one in essence ? Jesus also commands his disciples to bap- 
tise *^ in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Ghost.'' It appears to me that to deny there are three distinct persons 
M to charge the Saviour .with falsity. Why did -he distinctly name 
three persons if thei'e were not three? Our Lord says (John xiv. 19) 
** I will pray the Father, and he shall give you another comforter." 
Three persons are distinctly spoken of here, and not only so, but he says, 
'* I will pray the Father." If there were not a Father, would Jesus 
have given uitm^ance to such an absurdity ? If Christ is Father as well 
aa Son, as sonu^ suppose him to be (strange idea) then it would be equally 
absurd for Jesus to pray to himself On this tottering foundation may 
I never trust my soul^ for it must, sooner or later, sink from beneath 
Amr leet. The great Apostle Paul speaks very distinctly of three pei*- 
WBB, << Now God himself, and our Father, and our Lord Jesus Christ, 
direct our way into you.'' St. John also^says, " There are three that 
bear record in heaven, the Father, the Word, and the Holy Ghost, and 
these three are one." What could our Lord mean, when in the garden 
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of Gethsemane he prays, '* Father, if it be possible, let this cup pasa 
from me?"- If the Saviour had been the only divine person, where 
would have been the sense, or the necessity of praying to the Father. 
Why pray on the cross, " Father, forgive them,** if there were not a 
Father? May the Lord preserve me from this fearful error. I cannot 
conceive how the plan of salvation could be complete 'Without each of 
the three divine persons On this rock of three-fold stability may I 
ever rest. Christ is precious, but when viewed in connection with the 
Father and the Holy Ghost, how increasingly precious. But it is 
unnecessary for me to write more on this subject ; we are sure to have 
something from some of your many correspondents, and if I am not 
right, I trust I shall see something that will convince me of my 
error. 

Another subject which was always peculiarly comforting to my mind 
W18S the Manhood of Christ. I love to review his history, his tempta- 
tions and sorrows, his having condescended to our mean capacity by 
becoming man— afflicted man— subject to poverty and privation, and aU 
the evils which falls to the common lot of man. How sweet it is, when 
the angry waves of tribulation are beating against our breast, when 
with the Psalmist we are ready to exclaim, '* All thy waves and thy 
billows are gone over me," how sweet to be able to take comfort in 
the thought, that he took our nature upon himself, in order that he 
may be able to help and succour us. And will he, who has delivered 
us out of so many temptations, and given us so many manifestations of 
his love, so mar the work of his own hands as to cast us off for ever? 
Will anything short of the safety of our never-dying souls compensate 
him for the vast expenditure of precious blood which flowed so freely 
for our ransom ? Impossible. Therefore, in him will we ever put our 
trust, and if we cannot soar so high as Christ on his throne, we will 
view him hanging on the cross. We will shelter in his stripes, hfe 
wounds, his death, and not only here, dear Sir, but when we reach 
heaven we shall see him — " A Lamb as it had been slain.'* With what 
rapture shall we catch the first sight of our glorious Kedeemer. What 
ascriptions of praise will then burst from our lips. O, can it be 
possible that you will see there your unworthy correspondent, 

Billingboro*. MARIE. 




By Thomas Jones. 



(Gantimted Jrom page 146.) 

The counsel given by Paul to Timothy indicates that while Timothy 
devoted his whole mind and time to the service of the church — the 
church in love and equity, supplied their minister's temporal neeesdtieB, 
observant of the Lord's ordination that " they who preach the gospel 
should live of the gospel." But Joseph Hamblin had not Timothy's 
bishopric. He was rather in the case of Paul, whose own hands min- 
istered to his creature wants. Nay, in this respect, Joseph Hamblin 
had more to do than the apostle, for he had a wife and childreti to 
care for, and his affections and his judgment were in strict harmony with 
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the preoept, '' If any provide not for his own, and specially for those of 
his own hoQse, he hath denied the faith, and is worse than an infidel/' 
Having put his hand to the plough he dared not look back, and looking 
forward he saw nothing to fascinate, and little to encourage. He worked 
from fourteen to eighteen hours a day ; had his took beside his plate 
while eating his meals, and often was reading, composing, looking up 
parallels and proofs at midnight, when exhausted nature was ready to 
faint. This is not the history of a month or two, for years these 
■arduous exercises, this pursuit of knowledge under difficulties, this) (to 
htm) costly service in the Gospel Vineyard, were the character of his 
life, to the great trial of his health, his patience, and his faith. All 
this he endured as seeing Him who is invisible (to sense), in whose 
sernce be was willing to spend and be spent. Few Christians dream of 
the travail of soul through which some of fcheir most edifying and 
most savoury banquets are made ready for their craving appetites ; and 
many of those who labour for their good in spiritual iiMngs are meanly 
supplied with their due of carnal things. 

It was in a severe school our friend obtained his degree, but he lived 
to realise the wisdom and love of his Great Teacher, and to know he 
neither preached nor suffered in vain. In the Lord's good time his cir- 
cumstances were ameliorated ; his worldly business prospered, and some 
who derived profit from his ministry gave tangible proof of their grati- 
tude for the same. But he never forgot the wormwood and the gall, 
nor let slip a suitable opportunity for reminding Christians of the 
pattern and precept of their divine Master, who went about doing 
good, and said, '^ It is more blessed to give than to receive." He believed 
that the love of Christ in the heart should yield fruit in affectionate 
sympathy for the poor of the flock, and generous benevolence to the 
needy. " Whoso hath this world's good, and seeth his brother have 
need, and shutteth up his bowels of compassion from him, how dwelleth 
the love of God in him ?" In the beginning of the year 1832 he went 
on invitation to preach at TJffington, a village in Berkshire. The people 
warmly approved of his ministry, and requested him to take up his abode 
with them. This was an important matter, as the congregation was too 
poor to support him entirely; and it was a question whether tlie 
neighbourhood was likely to make his business sufficiently profitable to 
ensure him a livelihood. In his perplexity he betook himself to the 
throne of grace, and sought direction at the Fountain of wisdom ; he 
also consulted judicious, God-fearing men on the subject, and they 
advised him to go, as they thought it was a call in Providence, and they 
hoped it was for the furtherance of the Gospel. On this advice he acted, 
and removed his family thither in the month of May It was not long 
ere he discovered the new land was not a Goshen. In spiritual health 
and ministerial blessing he was not forsaken, but his trade was a barren 
field, and his total receipts were unequal to his family necessities. De- 
termined as he was, to '' provide things honest in the sight of all men," 
he was fain to practise rigid economy, in which his partner — a good help- 
meet — concurred with true wifely management. Still, the stark fact of 
insufficient means for an honourable course could not be hid, and its 
piesence evoked painful solicitude ; and grave enquiries were originated 
by the straitness of his position. Had he made this change of place of 
his. own mind 1 Was fleshly ambition, vain confidence, or selfishness of 



178 TWB BABTHEN FESSEL, Jtme 1, 1868: 

any name, the motive of his action? On a rigoroas examination of his . 
heart and thmt^t before God he felt he could thank the Almighty; for 
that he had been influenced by a sincere desire to do right, and that he 
. came to Uffington because he believed the pOlar of cloud moved for him ' 
to follow in that direction, and he was sure his brethren had given him 
sound counsel, according to the light which was in them. If, then, this, 
was of God, some good end was to be answered by it ; while, for^ 
himself, he must wait till the vision should speak, and the mystery be 
solved. 

His case was not altogether ^gulair. Ministers of Christ— and 
not ministers only — have foutid themselves in a labyrinth of circum- 
stances, into which they did not drift carelessly nor prayerlessly. To 
them, in transit, it was evident as the sun at noonday, that their step» 
were ordered as surely as were those of Abraham's servant, who was- 
justified in saying, " I being in the way, the Lord led me ;" and yet^ 
when their journey has ended, they have doubted whether it was reaHy 
the star of Jerusalem which drew them out, or a deceptive meteor — a 
"Will-o'-the-wisp, a foolish whim of their own, or a device of the enemy 
to put them to shame. Some such case is described by Isaiah, " Who- 
is among you that feareth the Lord, that obeyeth the voice of his servant,, 
that walketh in darkness and hath no light ? Let him trust in the name- 
of the Lord, and stay upon his God.^' The scripture must needs be- 
fulfilled, not only in its prophecies and proiaiises, but in all its provisions 
and adaptations ; and therefore some, if not all, must be drawn or driveik 
into sterile religions, the dark places of the earth, where by faitik 
only they shall walk, and not by sight. Our friend was there in dark* 
ness, in respect of his pecuniary condition, paternal responsibility, anii 
God's purpose concerning him. He also feared Jehovah, wished to- 
obey the voice of his son and servant, Jesus Christ, and he prayed for- 
grace that he might trust and lean on Him who giveth power to the 
faint, and to them that have no might increaseth strength. Blessed 
faith, blessed trust, which assures the child of God that when by 
human appraisement he has nothing, through Christ and in Christ- 
he gossesse^ aQ iMngs. 

" In darkness dost thon pensive go, 

Nor any path canst find? 
Tliy Jesns stIQ caa bring thee thoongli, 

And loves to lead the blind. 
Tbongh blind, step on^ and fear no ill, 

The Lord is near at hand, 
And sale through ^j^ and-WKifear wiU 

Lead to the promised land." 

'* Weeping may endure for a night, but joy cometh in the moning;" 
Our friend Hamblin had his weeping season. He prayed for heip anal 
deliverance to come in God's time and in Ghxl's way. He willed not 
to choose for himself, but in submission to his heavenly Jath^'a will 
he desired he lEd^t be placed among a pzayuig people, loving a fall 
and pure gospel, with whom he might dwell in peaee, and to whom he 
should be useful in breaking the biwul of life. His ^n^r was heftnl 
and signally answered. Ervents occiur to us every day which we teR& 
accidental ; vie^psd in our narrow fbous tk^ appear as if they sni|^ 
or mig^t not kanre happened. Bui though we speak a^ber this ibuumf,. 
we merely oodsfess tnxr own shartaiigiitedness ; we do not reaEy beMeviO!' 
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in diABoe. We doubt if imj bdiieve in it, for men who disdainfully reject 
the Bible doetrine of predeatinaticm, believe in f&te as doggedly as do the 
Turks. It was by a confluenoe of what are called accidents; — more pro- 
perly PpoTidential incidents — that Joseph Hamblin saw his effectiaal 
fervent prayers answered*, and in such sort as manifested a Divine order- 
ing. He came up to London for a fbw days to confer with a friend on a ' 
subject bearing no relation to the pulpit, and in town met a minister 
who had been aaked to preadbi at lion-street Chapel, on the Wednesday, 
and could not go, and, at his request, our friend went as his substitute. 
We can fully believe it requirod all lihe courage he possessed to enter a 
metropolitaii pulpit, for he was one of the most diffident men that ever 
lived. At ihat service were some friends from Bast-street, Walworth, 
then destitute of a pastor. After the service they sought an interview 
with him, which reaulted in an engagement to preach at East -street, 
whither in another mooth we shall trace his progress. 



%xi ^\Sm&m Sag. 



On Tuesday, JMfarcii the Svd, we met together to mtneas the ovdundion of Mr. 
Griffin- ait Jiieh «ha|>el, East i^oad, OLty road. On Monday, evening precediKg, 
we met in goodly nrnnfeeni, to entveai the blessisig of our God upon the day's 
proceediiigB upon whK^ we were about to enter. Long befoce the w&rns% 
commenced, (andaltihoughtfaemOTnutgwaswei) llrieDdsfromBidlimond, Bxent- 
ford, Ealing, Hounalow, <kc., began to make their a{>peacance, and when the 
service commenosd, the chapel was crowded in every part ; and it was a 
pleasant sight indeed to see our ' *• Jireh " thus filled with happy and eheer^il 
faces. Amongst the sunist^TS pres^at were brethnen Foreman, Haselton, 
Miln^, Wilkms, iDtakenon, Geo. Webb, Wall, Hawkins, ParsoDs (Boentford^ 
Maek, Silverton, Beailey, Downs, Edgerton, Maycook, Oartwright (BufiEblk) 
<&c. Service commenced by our pastc»r, H. G. Griffin, giving out the 367th 
hymn, — 

God moves in a mysterious way, 

when brother Hawkins read and prayed in very earnest and a^Ssctionate 
manner. 

MR. HAZELTOK ON THE NATURE AND OOITSTRUCTION OF A 

GOSPEL CHURCH, 

After singing anotber hymn, 

Mr. Hazeltonrosetand said : I have been requested to make afewreaanks 
upon ^e nature and oonstmctiton of a Gospel ehuroh. I beHeve when ^ 
minister states the naUme of a Gospel chureh, it is usual to take a tent^ X 
shaU therefore direct yom to 1 Coc; i. 2, ^' Unto the Ohuixsh of Grod, whioh is • 
at Corinth." The word ehurcdi in eomnion usage is taken to denote any 
denomination of religious professors, Hence we have the Church of Ricwie, 
the Chucoh of England, and the Chnndi of Scotland ; and there is a very 
considerable number of professors, known as Nonocaxfonnists, and amongst 
these we h&va the Baptiat dmomanation, to which it is our happy privilege 
to belong. A strict Baptist .chnroh is one that maintains what is called close 
communion, they believte thai all members of the profesaing church shoukL 
be ijpixitaal persona, baptized persons, b^ytieed by inmiersion, previous to 
admittaaee iiiio oommnnion and fellowship. After describing the variona 
^ds of Baivtiate, lOur hnothev then proceeded to exaDalne the meauiaig ioi tltt 
word ^ Chiweh,^^ aa it ooqubs in the Word of God, shewing it never maatta^b 
ft mateaal huildijig of wiood and atone, ^., but is feeqiwntiy intended io> 
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denote tlie wkole eleotion of grace, the mystical body of Christ, some were 
in heaven, some on the w^y, some in the world, some not yet bom. Chosen 
in Christ, who became a mediator, and a redeemer for her, and each member 
is called and sanctified, and finally must be glorified. He then pointed out 
the various doctrines and consequences that rise out of this eterniAl union to 
Christ, shewing that we did heartily and thankfully believe them. The term 
church isusedto denote tbe Children of Israel as the national people of God; 
hence the Lord Jesus is said to have been with the church in the wildemesB. 
The word church sometimes means the body of professed believers, volun- 
tarily assembled together in fellowship. Mr. Hazelton then proceeded to 
show what was the constitution of such a church. 

I. We hold that the Lord Jesus Christ as king of saints, has left nothing 
to the will of men, either in regular worship or other emergencies. I (M^. 
H.) hold that God has willed a church state (not a state church) and that is, 
people walk together not alone, and I must insist upon it that grace properly 
reigns in us, then we shall honour all the revealed will of God. Not only 
honour those great truths that make for our eternal salvation, but also the 
smallest command of our loving Lord. The church has not to command but 
to obey. This church state originated in the mercy and compassion of God, 
for Jesus saith to his disciples, *^ When he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he 
shall lead you into all truth f and Paul says, ^^That which I have received 
of the Lord, I have delivered unto you." He then most clearly proved that 
every believer desires Christian fellowship, and from those who do not desire 
we must turn away ; and illustrated by Adam in his purity, that it was not 
good for him to be alone. Shewing also that as a true Bible church we were 
not schismatic, but the Church of Rome might be truthfully be called so. He 
then noticed three things in connection with the church's constitution. 

1. That it was spiritual in opposition to political. Its head is -spiritual, 
its members are spiritual persons, and their food is spiritual, and, therefore, 
to be a member of this church, each one must be bom again of the Spirit, 
and thus excludes all infants, idiots, and ungodly men and women. Christ 
stands at the very door and cries, '^ Ye must be bom again." But, 

2. He must own his discipleship and become a baptized believer in the 
Lord Jesus, as we do not believe (as our opponents have said we hold) that 
baptism is the door of the church of God as a body, yet baptism is the ritual 
door, not the vital door, and when he has followed the Lord in baptism he 
must, — 

3. Become (voluntarily) a member, and thechurch must voluntarily receive 
him, and then he has a right to the table and all the privileges of the church. If 
we attend to these things we shall hold the mystery of the faith in a pure con- 
science. Having shewn that the church of God was not national nor diocesian, 
nor parochial, but each church independent in its government, has a right to 
elect its officers, to choose its own pastor and deacons, to receive its own 
members, and to withdraw from the ungodly and inconsistent, and to pray 
for each other, and that such a church has two ordinances, namely, baptism 
by immersion, and the Lord*s Supper, and that scripturally, the one pre- 
ceded the other,, having addressed a loving word fco those who walked 
disorderly, he concluded with wishing us every blessing and much 
prospmty. 

Our brother was an hour and a half in delivering this statement ^of 
which this is but an imperfect sketch) yet the attention was kept up to its 
close. Brother Parsons then gave out a hymn, and Mr. I. Wilkms, of Soho, 
ascended the pulpit, and requested the deacons to give to the assembled con- 
gregation a snort account of the leadings of providence. Mr. Geo. Pooock 
then stood up and read a paper stating that (the full account of course cannot 
here be given) the church had for a long time (owing to the retirement from 
office of our venerable pastor Mr. J. A. Jones) been looking to the Lord for 
another pastor ; but to their sorrow the congregation became very low and 
the ohuxch members fell off. This led them most earnestly to cry to God, 
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and strange to say, two of our frienda went to Honnalovr, and heard our 
brother Griffin give an addteu, and they expressed a desire to hear him 
sgain, but being then settled at Richmond, it was not possible. When we 
IbBsrd of his remov^al from Richmond, we invited hint in the month of May» 
and he accepted one LordVday ; the people heard him gladly, thought at 
that time he was very low in health, and many hearts were made glad. He 
then supplied us on Tuesday evenings, and sometimes on the Lord's-day, but 
numerous engagements prevented his being often with us. After hearing 
him some time, we proceeded to take the mind of the church, and the result 
was a unanimous invite for three months, which, after long consideration, 
onr brother accepted. The chapel began to fill, and many promises of 
support made if our brother continued. . We had a special prayer meeting, 
and then took the vote of the church which was most unanimous, not a 
dissenting voice, and we deny the statement that a large number did not 
vote, it was but few and they unable to come. Our brother accepted it, and 
preached to us as pastor for the future, on the first Sunday in January. 

Mr. Wilkins ^en called upon Mr. Griffin to |;ive to the people a short 
account of his ^ 

CALL BY GRACE, 

to which Mr. Griffin replied : I will try and tell you what God has done for 
my soul, and desire to begin where God began with me. I was born of 
godly parents, but very early proved that I did not inherit their Christian 
behaviour, or godly nature. I believe it was at the age of fourteen, when 
God convinced me of sin. I have had many natural convictions, but not 
till then did I receive any abiding conviction. It was the habit of our 
parents to keep us from the streets, as they considered we had evil enough 
in the heart without learning more with bad companions. However I v/as 
disobedient, and one day agreed with a b6y to play with him in the street ; 
we met, but to my astonishment he refused to play, alleging as his reason 
that God had met with his souL Oh ! sir, I can never forget that moment, 
like a thunderbolt it went to my heart, and a voice seemed to say, '^ All your 
companions will be saved and you lost.'' I could point out to you the spot 
of ground where that took place, it is burnt into my memory. I went home 
a ivretched miserable boy, and from that time tried to be good, and hoped 
that God would forgive me ; but I found sin was too great, and God's 
demands greater. At lei^gth I was brought into liberty by the dear Lord 
applying that verse to my heart, ''Salvation, oh the joyful sound." I felt 
it was mine, and that Christ was mine, and that I was His ; but in this state 
I did not long continue, for after a time legality began to work in me, and I 
thought I must do something. Mr. Griffin then referred to the awful temp- 
tations, doubts and fears, to which for many months he was subject, having 
once come to the conclusion that he had sinned beyond the reach of mercy. 
He referred in a solemn manner to his backsliding at the age of eighteen, 
and begged that he might be allowed briefly to pass over it, as the thought 
of it made his heart heavy, and his very soul to be sorrowful. He was again 
brought into liberty by hearing a sermon from the words, '' I sleep but my 
heart awaketh," and went home singing and dancing along the streets for 
joy, feeling that all his sins were washed away in the fountain open. Many 
had been his days of trial, but many had been his deUverancea out of them. 
Mr. Wilkins said : My dear brother, the friends seem interested, and 
therefore will you tell us of your 

CALL TO THE MINISTRY. 

Mr. Griffin : It is with fear and trembling that I enter upon this matter, 
but I will truthfully relate the circumstances. From niv earliest recollections, 
I remember thinking a great deal about ministers, I reverenced the very 
ground they trod upon, and thought they were perfect, but time as taught 
me that it is a mercy for the church that they are subject to like infirmities, 
and require like grace to keep them a.s the private members ; but when God 
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met with my sotil, I was led very earnestly to desire the conTersion of my 
fellow creatures, and I fear it was a yery fleshly desire, but at any rate, soon 
after I was brought to the Lord, I began io preach at the villages round 
Reading, but pride rose up and spiritual death set in, and God taught me 
that I must not run before him. I therefore got into such a hardened state, 
that I thought myself some great one, bat God hwnbied me and shut the 
doors against me ; well at this I was very vexed, aod did eamesUy, but in a 
carnal spirit, entreat God to let me preach, but, (l^ssed be His nasie) H« 
knew best and prevented. I was oti^ered a college education, but refined, 
and in my wrath against the Lord, apprenticed myself to the drapery and 
had my membership removed to the Metropolitan Tabernacle, and det^rnuned 
to give myself to business, but when God set my soul at liberty, strange to 
say,- a new and different feeling came upon me altogether. I desired to 
spend and be spent for Christ, a&d oh, with many tears I intreated that I 
might do something, it was to visit the sick, or break stones in the rosd 
or any private means, I was willing to do it, but in my secret heart I began to 
feel the burden of the word of the Lord. One day going down the street, I 
heard many preaching in the open air, but few the truth, and my heart was 
so inflamed that I stood up at the comer of Trafalgar street, Walworth, and 
preached Christ. After that I preached in a room with some success. But 
now a fresh trial awaited me, my whole soul was full of preaching, and yet I 
endured much agony in connection with it, that my business was neglected, 
and I therefore after much prayer, gave up my premium, and my masters^ 
the indentures. I went to Residing, and there for three months I endured 
more than tongue can tell, every door was shut and I had determined I 
would not try to get into the work myself. O what hours of wrestling 
prayer have I spent with God until I have fallen,' faint and exhausted, upon 
the floor. I thought my head would have turned, but God was there even 
then. At last I was invited to "Wobum Green, and for about three months 
preached there, but it was only a little room with a few poor, but real 
children of God, and many a happy hour have I spent with them. I now 
received an invite to Trowbridge for one Sunday, and sinking upon my knees 
I implored the Lord to grant that if called to the work I might never want 
a pulpit again ; and I never have, I could relate many wonderful instances 
but I forbear. After a time I was invited for three months to Richmond, 
and then to the pastorate. I remained there about one year and a half, and 
circumstances arose which seemed to say ''ffo,*' and so I left, and remember 
with gratitude the kindness of the fnends generally. Had I had more 
experience and more forbearance it would have been well for them and me. 
I supplied various churches, and received three invitations for three months. 
I chose Jireh not as the richest, but as the one I believed God had called 
me unto. 

Mr. Griffin then read a Confession of Faith, consisting of sixteen 
distinct articles, and in the thirteenth, upon faith — solemnly avowed hi» 
opposition to what is commonly known as Duty Faith ; and in the fifteenth, 
his firm belief that baptism was necessary to and previous to admission to 
the Lord's Table. Avowing at t^e conclusion his solemn determination that 
if his views of truth and church order are altered, to resign the pastorate 
and vacate the pulpit. 

Mr. Wilkins then called the church to acknowledge their acceptance of 
Mr. Griffin by standing up, which they did. 

Mr. Dickerson then united the hands of the deacons to our dear pastor, 
making this remark, ^' This is a solemn moment, nev^er let clamour separate yon 
but oidy that which conscience demands. Oh ! may you never abandon the 
covenant entered into." Our tears miiiigled with each others, and when our 
venerablebeloved brother John Foremao;^, arose aiid took our youngbrother by 
the hand, the whole congregation as one man were moved to tears ; ouryouDg 
brother seemed overwhelmed, and if evoer the Holy Spirit entered into th& 
hearts of pastor and people, it was then. I\lr. Fosemaji grasping his hand 
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said: *^Yon have just begun, I am about to finish my course ; your ex- 
perience is much Hke mine, and I am pleaaed with your Confession of 
Faith, it was dear and distinct and truthful. I believe God has made: 
you a minister, may you be kept faithful to God and the people," &c. 
Tjie ministers having given our brother the right hand, Mr. Dickerson 
concluded the morning service with prayer. 

Service commenced in the afternoon by brother Flack giving out a 
hymn. Mir. Geo. Webb read and prayed, and Mr. 

JOHN FOREMAN DB^LIVERED THE CHARGE, 

taking for his text, Eph. iv. 12, " For the edifying of the body of Christ.'' 
He said : This is what yon are to be employed about, my brother, and those 
doctrines which you advanced this monung as your principles, are the right 
materials upon which you may have some success. Before us we have two 
objects to notice, — 

1. The body of Christ. 

2. The edifying of that body. 

It is a very ancient body, yet not full grown, though in another sense it is. 
He then proceeded to explain and open up this body, as chosen in Christ before 
the WQi£l began, oompaxuig the grafting of the scion on the stem, the vine 
at the same time shewing tl^ it was ag^istft nature, so that it was but one 
body imited to one living head. He then shewed the completeness of this- 
body as complete in Christ, that he was made eveiything to them that 
possibly they could want. That they were sealed to him as nis portion, and 
that seal never could be broken ; that there was no contradiction in thia 
body ; at the same time and at some length shewing the absurdity of duty- 
faith, free-will, and other false doctrines. All the members were not alike,, 
but all were useful and all in their right place. 

Mr. Foreman then proceeded to the edifying of that body. Telling our 
brother that he must not be discouraged with want of success sometimes, 
for God was sovereign in His operations, and it was sometimes sowing time, 
and sometimes reaping ; that he must wait and watch and pray ; that he 
was to look to God for his text, and by reading, meditation, and prayer, 
study to shew himself a workman, that needeth not to be ashamed. To 
bear with the infirm, with the halting, with doubters ; to feed the people 
with sound doctrine and reid experience ; to tenderly and kindly bear 
with them, and explain the difficult parts of Grod*s word as the Lord might 
enable him. To teach others what he knew himself, and preach experi- 
mentally, and to get all the infomation he could, but above all make 
the word his study ; not to forget the moral law in his preaching, not to 
^te indiscriminately, but as Grod's word empowered the characters described. 
Concluding by wishing him mueh prosperity, and above all the Mast«r'» 
presence and smile. We have not attempted to give ev^i an outline of thia 
charge, it took one hour and a half in delivery ; it was a fatherly, sound, 
affectionate charge. Brother Dickerson concluded with prayer, and tea- 
was served, over 300 sitting down to tea. Between the services Mr. 
Dickerson, on behalf of the church and congregation, presented our pastor 
with two hymn-books, and Dr. Gill's Commentary, m six volumes, Mr. 
Poeock having presented him separately with the " Body of Divinity/** 
Mr. Griffin in a short speech tibanked the friends for their kindness ; and 
then the evening service commenced by Mr. Wall, reading and praying.. 
The chapel wm densely crowded, and many could not gain admission. 



Lot it not be forgotten that the coming and kingdom of Christ, 
must be looked at in connexion with His cross. He will never be lovely 
to any in His crown of glory, who have not admired Him in His crowA 
of thorns. 
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PRAYER. 



Prater consists not in the utterance of certain sentences harmoniously 
arranged, though they be ever so eloquently spoken ; nor in the rehearsal 
of forms composed by men, who in the estimation of the world were as 
holy as angels. Xor are we always to think and believe that the 
-extempore form of words is prayer. Words and language are only the 
snediums whereby prayer expressed. Prayer is the desire of the " new 
man which is born of incorruptible seed ;" and unless a man is " bom 
again" he cannot pray. A person cannot speak until he is bom; 
neither can a man pray unless he be born from above. Prayer, as before 
said, is the wants of "new man" expressed through the medium of 
language ; not that the new man must always make use of this medium 
to pray ; oh no ! For as a child cries and thus without language makes 
known his wants to his parent, so the new man (spiritually bom) is 
often unable to express his feelings by words or language, yet his 
Heavenly Father understands his wants though he does but cry. It 
was not the words uttered by the publican, ** God bo merciful to me a 
sinner," that wis prayer. The words were used only as a cpnvenient 
medium through which to express before God the deep penitential 
feelings of his soul, neither are the words uttered by the thief upon the 
•cross prayer in and of themselves. They only expressed a feeling or 
wish in the soul, corresponding to the words uttered, and which in 
that way made itself known to Jesus. The utterance of words though 
they be never so pathetic will never reach heaven unless there be feelings 
in the soul corresponding to the words used. 

Prayer does not save the soul ; prayer is one of the manifestations 
of salvation. The child cries after it is bom ; the child of God is bom 
again before he cries or prays. Salvation is not the production or fruit 
of prayer ; but on the contrary prayer is the result or production of 
salvation. The greatest delusion of Satan in the present day is this : — 
that souls can be saved by the mere utterances of words before God. 
True it is that God wiU hear the prayers of the natural man as the God 
of providence, and He will answer and requite the man who prays in this 
«ense by bestowing natural and providential blessings, as " He giveth 
the young ravens food when they cry ;" but salvation cannot be obtained 
by the praj'ers of the natural man ; that is a free grace gift, given us in 
Jesus not for asking (or we should never have received it) but from the 
good pleasure of His will." 

Reader ! hast thou ever prayed in the sense herein meant, and 
•expressed in Scripture 1 Rest assured if thou hast that thou art saved ; 
for as the natural child does not cry before it is bom, njeither would thou 
•cry or even groan unless thou hadst spiritual life. He who is not led 
to pi ay in time will never praise in eternity. Prayer always proceeds 
praise ; for as the child cries before it sings, so the child of God prays 
and groans out the burdens of his soul before God before he praises. 
Oh, for the spirit of the disciple who said *' Lord, teach us to pray." 

A " SioHER AND Crier." 
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MR. STOKES'S FAMILY LOSS. 

TO THE EDITOR OP ** THE EARTHEN VESSEL.'' 



Dear Sir, — Li the brief, but very kind reference you make to our heavy 
bereavement in this month's Vessel, you express a hope of being able 
to supply some particulars in your next. I regret to say that the absence of 
these particulars adds considerably to our united affliction, nor is it 
possible to obtain them under three or four months, if we ever do at all. 
We know no more than that my dear son met his death at Rosario, on the- 
riverLa Plata, by an ''accidental shot,'' (so the account states) on board 
the steamer Gua/rdia Nacional ; and that the sad event occurred so far back 
as the 6th of January last. Being beyond the jurisdiction of the nearest 
British Consul, it is very difficult to get at the full particulars, but should 
we ever receive them, I will supply you witii a more ample statement than 
I am able to give at present. 

In my sorrowful moments I have penned the following lines. They are 
quite at your service should you deem them worthy of a place in your 
columns. Yours in covenant bonds, 

Manchester, May 8th, 1868. William Stokes. 

LINES WEITTEN AT A TIME OF GREAT DOMESTIC AFFLICTION 

Why thus cast down my trembling soul ? 

Why fear the storms that o*ep thee roll ? ^ 

Thy God who speaks in thunders loud, 
Has set His bow within the cloud. 

In every dark distressing hour, 
He there displays His love and power ; 
And when fierce tempests rend the sky, 
He spreads that bow of hope on high. 

Look up my soul, that beauteous bo^ 
Speaks heavenly peace to saints below ; 
And tells that God in every storm. 
Will all His faithful word perform. 

Though clouds and darkness round His throne. 
Hide from our view His ways unknown ; 
Though shrouded far from mortal sight, 
" Shall not the Judge of all do right ?" 

Bight, when He gives, and when He takes. 
Right, when the tie of nature breaks ; 
And when " sweet home" is fille^ with Wight, 
His rule of love is ever right. 

Then let us at His footstool wait. 
When joy is small^ and sorrow great ; 
His love will soothe Ihe aching heart, 
And all-supporting grace impart 

When tempests roar, His tender Toice, 
Bids trembling saints in Him r^'oice ; 
And sweetly speaks in every rod, 
"Be still, and know that I am God.'' 



Then, humbly, let us wait the day. 
When He shall wipe all tears away ; 
And as our earthly course we run, 
Be this our theme, "Tnt will as dose." 

« 

Hancbester. William Stokss. 
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<«WHEN DID THE HOLY SPIRIT BEGIN HIS WORK IN THE 

GOSPEL DISPENSATION ? *' 



This being the heading of an article in the Mardi nmnber of the ^' Sntiien 
Vessel, '' and appearing to be a question thrown out for investigation, I Tenture 
to question the propriety of the assertion, 'Hhe Eternal Spirit began his 
great work in the New Testament Dispensation just as the Redeemer was 
finishing his great sacrificial work '' — a declaration that I cannot think eoiTect) 
and to receive which would be to take away the blessedness of a;t least one 
very comfortable Scripture, wherein Peter says, John vi. 68 — 9, ** Lord, to 
whom shall we go ? thou hast the words of eternal life ; and we believe and 
are sure that thou art that Christ, the Son of the living God," ^'whickke 
spake by the Holy Ghost," 1 Cor. xii. 3. This was the utterance of his 
inmost soul, as every humble believer knows, and can enter into, and mani- 
fested him to be so taught of the Spirit, as to see his spiritual destitution in 
.and of himself, which conviction prepared him to lay hold of and held fast 
to the ''hope set bef(Mre him," in contradistinction to the mere professois 
whose religion began and ended in the creature. 

It is true the dying malefactor was the first that died in faith in an 
<iccompli8hed redemption, but the Old Testament saints all died in faith in 
the same sacrifice, being all taught of the same Spirit, and it is evident that 
the Spirit as certainly wrought in the disciples before the Saviour's death 
^to say nothing of the following Scriptures, Luke i. 15, 41^ 67), as in the 
ihief , though he was blessed with a clearer view of the one ofiering for sin 
than were the disciples. 

Still the question remains, " When did the Holy Spirit begin his work 
in the Gospel Dispensation V In the article referred to, John xvi. 7 was 
quoted as the first head, the second being founded thereon ; but in John 
vii. 39, we read that the Holy Ghost would not be given till after the 
Redeemer's glorification, which surely means a gift of the Holy Ghost in 
some manner diverse from that power thereof received by the thief and dis- 
ciples, and, I think, seems to point to when the Holy Spicit would begm a 
particular work in the Gospel or New Testament IHspensation : thus in John 
xvi. 7, ** If I go not away the Comforter (which is the Holy Ghost) will not 
oome unto you." Here it is again declared that the Holy Spirit will not come 
before the Saviour's departure to glory, "But if I depart I will send him 
unto you." And Peter preached. Acts ii. j33, " Being by the right hand of 
Ood exalted, and having received of the Father the pnnoise of the Holy 
Ghost, he hath shed forth this, which ye now see and hear.'' So that '^his 
promise concerning the coming and work of the Holy Spirit" was not 
*' fulfilled and realised " on Calvary, but on the day of Pentecost. 

I think a noticing the name the Eternal Spirit here bears may enable us 
to imderstand the question a little. " The Comforter," said the blessed 
Redeemer, " when he, the Spirit of Truth, is come, he willg^ide you into all 
truth." This compared with Roqbi. xv. 4, seems to teaoh that the work of the 
Spiirit is to lead into the Servpturesy which testify of Christ, and from wJhieh the 
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convinced sinner, the humble believer, understanding that testimony, receives 
comfort and «Bootirag0iii6ftt, m built up in the faith, beeomeA bold as a lion. 
rejoicing in God through our Lord Jesus Christ. Was not the promise of the 
Master fulfilled when the disciples were filled with the Holy Ghost, and spake 
as the Spirit gave them utterance, testifying from heartfelt experience of the 
unsearchable riches of Christ ? 

March 21st, 1868. W. M. C. 

* 

[We thank our Correspondent for thia commemt on apBsvions psper. In the 
sudden and certain convenuon of the tkief on the cross there was a fuller 
manifestation of the sin-convicting and Christ-revealing power of the 
Holy Spirit, than had been seen in the New Testament Dispensation 
before. — Ed. J 

LETTER BY THE LATE MR. TIPTAFT. 



Deab Sib, — I have met with another letter of Mr. T., and I forward it to 
you to insert in the ''Earthen Vessel.'* It was written to a young man whom 
the Lord had called to apeak in hiB name. Hoping it may prove a word of 
direction and counsel to others who may be called to speak in his name, 
I am, yours, &c., Jas. Eldbbkin. 

King's Cliffe, April ISfch. 

Deab Fbiss^d, — ^The account of the variotis exercises of your mind respecting 
speaking in the Lord's name, I was glad to read, raid shall be glad, if the 
Lord ia pleased, to use you aa an instrument in his hands for the glory of his 
taaae ; but those who hear yofu are best able to judge how far you are likely 
to be heard with profit. It is a very important work, more so than any others 
There are trials and difficulties which cannot be known but by experience. 
If a minister has not & conacieuce worth having he is not fit for the work, and 
if he has he will surely have trials throngh sin in himself. If a minister's 
heart is not in the work he will not be profitable in his ministry to the tried 
and tempted of the Lord's family ; if the heart be not in hearing, reading, 
singing, and preaching, it is not to the Lord-a glory. But we know that 
there are changes, and we are glad to know the sweetness and blessedness of 
Divine things enjoyed in the aoul^ though we may say again and again, 
** WSt thou not revive us again, that thy people may rejoice in thee." I 
insh that I could love Christ nrore, and could exalt his name more highly. 
Tery few who stand up in the pulpits know really and experimentally the 
blessed truths and the effects of grace on the heart. If a minister is igncNraiEt 
of 1^ Spirit's work he cannot preach it. The husbandman that laboureth 
imurt be first partidcer of the fruits. ** He that leadeth into captivity shall go 
into captivity : he thatkiUeth with the aword must be killed with the sword." 
Tou have cause to bless God that you can tell of his gracious dealings with 
your soul, and you wish to pleaae him whoever you may offend. May the 
Letd bless you with a.spirit oi. prayer to be guided aright. Ministers as well 
aa hearers aore eneoixroged as well as cast down, and at times sunk in such low 
places that they are afraid that they shall at last sink ; but by the fear nots, 
this necessity is prized. Through mercy I have continued to the present day 
a debtor to restraining graee as well as saving grace. May the Lord ke^, 
grride, and direct yon. Give my love to your mother, and Mr. J. and Miss M. , 
and any inquiring friends . Youra in the truth, 

Abingdon, Sept. 19th. Wm. Tiptaft. 
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THE HILLS AND DALES OP THE 
ENGLISH AND WELSH BORDERS. 

" In a city on * the wtb,' 
Lives a preacher's '> rich supply/ 

* Barren, false, and envious ; she 
Poars forth hottest shot at me.** 

Thus sang a poor pedlar as he passed 
away from a couple of *^ fat cattle " (as the 
Lord doth by Ezekiel call some of Zion's 
cmel ones) who had been thrusting their 
horns at aim. But this poor peiUar had 
one friend to whom he fled in times of 
sorrow and distress ; and he often proved 
this friend to be as " a brother born for 
ttdversity ;** and as ^* the shadow of a great 
roc^E in aweary land." And so it came to 
pass, as the poor pedlar turned from the 
scowling of a couple of unlovely pious 
oneis, he met a pnest of another scnoolt 
who immediately commenced a discourse 
upon "chwity." Quite cheerfully, to the 
poor pedlar, came the following words : — 

The joys of human life find a far less 
place than its sorrows — from the fall of 
Adam, cast out of Eden, to the fearful 
Revelations given by Saint John, the book 
speaks of trial on earth, if it points to joy 
in heaven. One of the greatest elements 
of human sorrow is the poverty, the misery 
of th& poor. John Chrysostom, a man 
with lai^e mind and tender heart, dedicates 
a whole homUy to the question whether 
the rich man, who gives is more blessed, 
or the poor roan who receives. The first 
thing that strikes a man looking into the 
face of the world, is the great disproportion 
between rich and poor : the rich abounding, 
the poor, destitute. The second thing is 
•the result of this dispropoi-tion — desti- 
tution on the one hand, abundance on 
the other. And, the third thing flowing 
from both, contempt and dependence on 
the one hand, pride and independence on 
the other. Such is the enormous dispro- 
portion' between men equally created by 
God and redeemed by Christ's blessed 
blood. But we are but stewards of God's 
household; not masters. We are dis- 
pensers ; and he places money in our hands 
for the poor. If we keep it for ourselves 
we are robbers, and God, who sees all 
things, will not suffer us to escape. ^^ Can 
Qodbejnst" eXclaimspS. Chrysostom ^*to 
BXsB&c his poor to hunger so ?" ^^ Complain 
not to Gkxl," says the saint, *^he has placed 
thee, thou rich man, steward of his house- 
hold, to administer to their wants. Rather 
admire the wisdom of thy God, and 
tremble at thy unlovingness.** "' If God 
destroys the robber of the rich," says St. 
Ambrose, ** what curses will he not heap 
on the defrauder of the poor! If you 
expect mercy from him, be merciful: 
shouldest not thou then have had compas- 



sion also on thy fellow servant even as I had 
compassionjon thee." Well mav St Chrysos- 
tom cry out *^ When you heard the voice of the 
poor you hear Christ's voice ; in honouring 
them you honour him I '* St Austin says, 
*^ Our Father loves charity so dearly that it 
softens him towards us, and he gives us 
power to break up our hard hearts, and 
turn again to Him.'* 

Oh, charity ! thou stream of heavenly love^ 
Flow thou within my heart with power, 
And carry me above. 

City of Hereford, April 29th, 1868.— I 
have been nearly a fortnight in the neigh- 
bourhood of this ancient, and comptratively 
quiet cathedral town and episcopalian 
seat of theological and musical notoriety. 
During my stay here, we have had storms, 
showers, thunderings, and little hurricanes, 
so common in the spring. Before I reached 
this Welsh border, sounds of alarm were 
sent forth, something like, "the wolf is 
coming! beware of him;" and some of the 
sheep were a little frightened, but others 
were deaf to the malicious slanders of 
those whose principal trade is to injure, 
not to help, the oppressed and the poor, 
** Nevertheless," as Paul saith, "the 
foundation of God standeth sure," and, if 
we do not, ^Uhe Lord doth Imow them 
that are his." By his good providence, 
the orchards here are fuLl of the richest 
blossoms; the fields are full of flowers; 
Uie cathedral is full of the most delightful 
music ; X have ^one on praying the Lord 
to help me, and m his name I have spoken 
several times. I write these few lines in 
the Hinton meadow ; the cathedral is in 
front of me. Dr. Hampden, the ninety- 
fourth bishop of this diocese has just been 
called to his last account, and not a few of 
the good Protestants fear the slumbering 
flames of Ritualism will soon now burst 
forth without fear or faltering; and, as the 
Gospel of Christ is not considered very 
poweriul here, I expect the Romanists will 
mcrease and abound both in the Church <rf 
England and out of it. The political 
satires of this city plainly indicate the 
existence of the carnal mind as being at 
enmity with God, and in pulpits even, 
where Christ above should be exalted, the 
spirit of the world j^resses in. New Testa* 
ment doctrines and decrees have but few 
friends here ; such is the testimony of one 
who savs, '^in order to worship where 
Christ IS honoured, and his ordinances 
observed, I have to travel many miles. 



The pretty river "Wye" flows 

through this land. 
And on its fruitful banks, doth many ft 

cottage stand, 
While in the distance rising high, 
The lofty hills salute the sky. 
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I much enjoy ibis sc^ne. 
No buren wsste, nor frightful *^ Moore,** 
Shall drfye me from Bweet mercy*8 door. 

Boss, in Herefordshire, is a tOTm of great 
antiquity, and the views of scenery around 
(its towering mountain forests on the one 
hand, and its curUng Wye stream on the 
other) are pretty and cheering but I feel 
low m spirits, finding no one to talk with 
on things more durable than all the eye 
can here behold. After attending to my 
business, I searched for the people 
werywhsre despised. Thev have a 
room in Boss, where they meet; 
but their minister, Mr. Perry, lives 
'miles of!, so I left Boss without one mo- 
ment's communion with any of the Lord's 
people ; and am now (April 80, 1868) wait- 
ing on the station for a train to take me 
back to Hereford, and from thence to 
Whitestone; where, next Lord's-day I 
hope to speak again, baptize, and break 
bread. I ao not find travelling and moving 
in so many directions at all profitable to the 
soul. Quiet retirement in one's own home 
is an essential pre-requisite to peace of 
mind ; and to usefulness in the work of the 
Lord. Oh, happy men whose hearts and 
lives are entirely devoted to, and enjoyed 
in a service so delightful and so good. As 
I left Purlbrook valley this morning, I 
silently sang — 

" Lord of the worlds above. 
How pleasant and how fair. 
The temples of thy grace 
Thine earthly dwellings are," 
&C., &c. 

The morning was sweet, mv soul desired 
to take wing ; but it is hard to fly out of 
self, and all created therein. 

A JOURNEY PROM PURLBROOK 
VALLEY TO DRYBROOK HILL. 

Dbar Christian Fbisnd A— K. — If I 
have failed to fulfil my promise to you in 
writing, it has been simply because, travel- 
ling, writing, speaking, some ilhiess, and 
many cares have denied me the privilege. 
Tou know X left Withington on Wednes- 
day morning. May 6th, I was busy in 
thmgs connected with this world, and on 
Sattu^ay, literally tore myself from home, 
and pent up in a narrow third*>class Great 
Western, was cairie\l to Newnham, in 
Gloucestershire, working with pencil and 
paper all the way, and most fearfully cast 
down in soul. After reaching Newnham, 
on the Saturday afternoon, I had to climb 
the hills on the summit of which, or be- 
yond which, you come on to the Forest of 
Dean. I had the pleasure of travelling on 
foot this morning, Mav, 12th, through mud 
and mist, with steacfy showers M ' rain, 
from off the forest up to Newnham station, 
and that walk of about four miles, was 
grand ; although I carried a huge umbrelhL 
and sometimes thought it quite possible I 
might be lying down in the red clav, ere I 
00^ reach the bottom of some of the deep 



descendings which 1 had to make. A 
friend, to shew me the way, carried mj' 
bag, and in perfect safety, we found ovr— 
selves in Newnham station. At the bottom 
of the first hill, as you come down from 
the forest, you turn a sweet corner . into 
Little Dean ; there the sight and the scent 
of the May-blossom, the hanging boughs of 
lilacs, the wall-flowers, and lots whosa 
nature and name I never knew, brought U9 
up to a pitch of admiration. Ob, how 
elastic the breezes and blossoms of natur» 
sometimes make you feel; and God's- 
gentle goodness in all the fields of this- 
lower creation is delightful and suUime.. 
Passing through Little Dean, a high hill 
has to be ascended, then on the left stands' 
the aristocratic *^hall;" on the right, "tho 
temple,** and in front of you ** the pleasant 
style" from whence you get a sight of ^HhO' 
Severn,** as she curls round through th& 
Newnham valleys ; and farther off, beyond 
her banks, the city of Gloucester shews it- 
self in modest, ecclesiastical, and rather 
noble style. These foi'est and Severn 
scenes are rather familiar to me now. Last. 
Saturday night, I slept at the Dean parson- 
age; and Sunday morning as I sat on one- 
of the seats of brother Uiohard Snaith's^ 
neat chapel, the 27th verse of Jer. vL took 
entire possession of my mind, *•*• I have set 
thee for a tower and for a fortress among- 
my people, that thou mavest know and txy 
their ways.'* Whether the text meant me, 
or brother Snaith, or only the prophet 
Jeremiah, or all the true servants of God, 
I could not at the first decide; but as 1 
thought upon it, my mind became seriouslv* 
directed to shew the real position in whicL 
brother Snaith to be standing, and in 

S reaching that morning, I found my confi • 
ence in the favour of the Lord to increase. 
I know no man who stands in more up- 
rightness in the truth, than does pastor 
Richard Snaith, of Ginderiord, on th» 
Forest of Dean. Bis people, and himself, 
and his downright hard > working wife and* 
family, need the helping hand 9f Christian 
charity, as much as any cause that I know 
in this world. If any Christian friends wisb 
to make an excursion out of London this 
summer for the purpose of health, seekingand 
wishing at the same time, to hear the Gcspel> 
faithfully preached, and to be helpful to any 
of the real friends of Jesus Christ, I would 
advise them to make a tour on to the Forest- 
of Dean, where truth is preached, and hard, 
work is pursued, and where many who fear 
the Lord do dwell. At Drybrook stands a 
rather elderly Independent chapeL Twice 
on May 10th, I preached there. On Mon- 
day, we had a kind of parting meeting at 
Cinderiord, and if ever that word was 
realized, surely it was then, ** It is not yo- 
that speak, but the Spirit of your Father 
that speaketh in you.*' Mr. Joseph Moore^ 
of Hereford, preached anniversary sermons* 
at Drybrook, on the 17th, and around in 
the villages, efforts ara made by many 
different sects to benefit the souls of the- 
people; but of their motives, manner, or- 
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vfteasnie of suooais, I know aottun^; 
Obarity leadeth me to hope some good u 
done, Dnt, the Stiaot Oommunionv truth- 
declaring Baptists aie not largely saooaBB* 
f ul, as mgarda appeanncea, in any oi theaa 
naorts. I must say, farewell, 
*^ 0. W. B. 

6ALEM CHAPEL, MEAED'S GOUBT 

SOHO. 
Tbb Visit op Mb. Bloomfielix 

On Sunday, the 26th ult, as we an- 
aoimeed in our last month's Ybssbl, Mr. 
Bloomfleld preached two sermons at Salem 
•chapel, when collections were made for the 
Aged PUgrim's Society. Though we might 
leave off here, still perhaps it may not be 
vininteresting to our readers to give a little 
more in detail of this visit of the late pastor 
of Salem. There were many conjectvures 
as to the reception he would meet, but we 
must say, his reception was most cordial,, 
if not flattering. In the morning the con- 
igregation was very eneouragingp, in the 
evening, though the chapel was not crowded, 
it was well filled. It was not without in- 
terest we listened to groups of persons dis- 
•cussing before and after service the removal 
«nd the visit of their late pastor. One 
might hear something like the following : 
*^Ah, manv said he woidd never be seen 
again in this pulpit." But, says another, 
•^ I have prayed that he might at least once 
more come among us, and I bless God I 
have lived to see the day.'^ *^I am glad 
to see him," says another. ^* But," then a 
pause, **I witih he had not gone away." 
Therefore the worst feeling seemed to be 
re|;ret that he ever left them. However, 
this regret does not seem mutual, Mr. 
Bloomfield told them that he had not yet 
repented of the step. He believed then, 
and he believes now, that he followed the 
leadings of hk heavenly Master. He felt 
deeply interested, and nothing could alter 
him, in the ^ood and prosperity of Salem. 
He had no unfriendly feeling towards any, 
if any had towards him, they were welcome 
to it, he could but pity them and pray for 
them. He was glad he had the invitation 
40 come, and glad circumstances favoured 
his coming, as he told them he had made 
op his mmd not to visit them till they 
4wemed likely to have a settled pastor. 
Where he was he had plenty oi work. On 
Mondays he had to meet a number of 
^irewd, intelligent young men for general 
discussions on current topica On T uesdays 
he had to preach in ao out school ; they 
* liad three schools with about 1,300 scholars. 
On Wednesdays, he had the usual home 
nerviee, when two brethren prayed, after 
which he gave the address. On Thursdays, 
again to preach in an out schooL On 
Fridays there was the usual meeting i-e* 
specting diurch matters. On Satuidays, 
he met about eighty young people, to reieid 
with and explain the Holy Scriptures, and 
it was surprising, all weathers, to see the 



interest with whaoh these maeftings. were 
attended. He n^ntioBed these tUnga to 
show if he w€ot away in order to uvea 

half retired gentlemanly life he had made 
a great mistake. If he went for ease, or if 
he went for gain, or for anytiiing bat to 
follow what he believed the leadings of the 
Lord, he had made a great misteike, and 
muststtffer for his mistake. But helovadlnfl 
work, he loved his people, he loved his 
Master, and he wished to live and to die in 
preaching Jesus, and in labouring tb the 
ediOcation of His saints. What he said for 
himself he could say for his friend Ander- 
son, who he beueved was labouring 
zealously and successfully among the people 
of his cna^e. 

The morning discourse was from 1 Cor. 
ix. 16, **For though I preach the Gospel, I 
have nothing to glory of, for necessity is 
laid upon me; yea, woe is unto me, if I 
preach not the GospeL" In the evening 
the text was from Isaiah Iv. 8, 9, *^ For my 
thoughts are not your thoughts, neither 
are your ways my ways, saith the Lord. 
For as the heavens are higher than the 
earth, so are my ways higher than vonr 
W)^8, and my thoughts than yoorthoughts." 

The "doctrine,*' God's thoughts con- 
cerning the children of men, and the many 
incidents of life shewing " God's ways are 
higher than our ways,*' were points touched 
on with considerable power ; the " lessons" 
deduced therefrom were specially dwelt on 
by the preacher in a very impressive 
manner, shewing how man in his hastv 
judgment often erred, but yet how difficult 
it was to wait till the Lord himself dis- 
closed the mysterious workings of his 
providence and of His grace. 

After the service the peoj^e flocked round 
with apparently the most sincere greetings, 
and as Mr. JE^oomfield passed down the 
chapel and through the court where a cab 
was waiting, the people lined the way 
testifying as he with some difficultypassed, 
thoae feeHngs of friendship, aUke honour- 
able to the people as gratifying to the 
minister. 



TO THE CHURCH AND CONGBEGA- 
GATION WORSHIPPING IN THB 
BAPflPIST CHAPEL, CASTLEREAGfl 
STREET, SYDNEY,— 

And to all my friends scattered through- 
out the colonies of the southern hmnisphete, 
Grace and peace be multiplied unto yon 
of God, and of Jesus our Lord, and of God 
the Holy Ghost our comforter, who com- 
f orteth us in all our tribulations, by giving 
unto us grace for graoe according to our 
day, "that we may be able to endure, 
stand every storm, and live at last. And 
with the same oomfort wherewith I am 
comforted of God, I will endeavtfurto oom- 
fort you, by recording the great things the 
Lord hath done for me, in giving me coo- 
tinned acceptance among the churohes of 
Christ, in this favoured land ; for the Lord 
is with me, and blessing the word preached, 
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aoBmeb flo. tini if I wa» at fibertj, I could 
Mttid IB JGngluid, and be supported, ve- 
iptetod) nd loyed, for better tnu I have 
bBBD in Sjdney. Nevertheless, 1 feel that 
mjiroik is in Sydney; there I must go, 
udthen I shall remain, nntil I am eon* 
fineed to ttie oontxary. 

I olosed my last letter by noovdiQg the 
libarality of &e saints under the mmstry 
of brotiiflr Ponsford, Zion's hill, Glapham, 
who gave me £60 14s. 10|d. 

The loUowhig da^ Tuesday May 21st, 
through the Christian q^npathy of Mr. 
Pickworth, (whose kindness to me I shall 
osrer foiget^ I was introdueed. to Mr. 
Valley, minister of the Free Tabernacle, 
IFottiDghill, who took the chair on tiie 
oooarion of my lecture in his chapel 
Ur. Vsrley Imew me in Greelong mauv 
yoffs affo. Bines his retom to Englano, 
the Lora has prospered him both in biuinesB 
and in his ministerial labours as the pastor 
of a church numbering over 600 members, 
and was trulT glad in having an oppor- 
timi^ of helping an Austmuan church, 
which he did by giving me a collection 
▼hich amounted to £13. 

Wednesday 22nd. — Having been engaged 
throughout this day in masing arfange- 
meats for future meetingB, I arrived at 
Old Ford, and lectured in Hope\$hapel, 
Oreen street, and was kindly received bv 
the friends worshipping theve. The col-* 
lecturing was £2. 

Thursday, 23rd. — I left London b^ train 
for Maldon, in Essex, and lectured in the 
evening in the Baptist chapeL Brother 
Debenham, pastor of the church, prayed 
onto the Lord, to bless us. And the Lord 
did bless us with his presence while lectur- 
ing upon my Australian reminiscences. 
Brother W. Beach, of Chelmsford, kindly 
took the chair, and pleaded our cause in a 
Ohristian manner. 

Friday, 24th.^-I preached in the Baptist 
chapel, Chelmsford, and was very nmeh at 
hime while speakmg of the Lord's faith- 
fulness, '*He shall sustain thee." Kess 
the Lord, O my soul, for the Lord hath 
indeed sustained me, while I have passed 
through great and sore trouble. Shoes of 
iron and brass, and strength according to 
my day, the Load has given, and thus he 
sostains. 

Lord's-day, 26th. — I preached three ser- 
mons in the Baptist cnapel, Maldon ; the 
Lord blessed the word. The cause, which is 
somewhat low, seemed to revive; the 
amount I received at Maldon was £2 17s. 6|d. 

Tuesday and Wednesday, 28th and 29th, 
I lectured in Chelmsford, was well received 
by the friends of truUi there. Brother 
Baker, (late of Tunstall, and who was then 
tnpplying the pulpit in the Baptist chapel) 
took the chair ; the amount I received in 
Ohelmsfbrd was £5 10s. 6d. The Protestant 
association gave me 21s. and Mr. W. Beach, 
gave me £5, and Mr. J. G. Beach, £6, mak- 
ing a total for Chelmsford, £16 10s. 5d. All 
the friends received me most kindly, be- 
cause the Lord blessed my visit, and while I 



sowed unto them sphritnal things, Iivaped' 
their carnal things. 

Thursday, 80Si. — My very land friends, 
brother Beach and his good wife, by whom 
I was -made weleomeand oomfbrteble white' 
I lodged at their houses drove me to Bsaifr- 
tvea^ and i(x their very great kindness to 
me I shall e^wr feel gnutelaL I lectored in 
the very beautiful s&oolroom belonging to 
the Braintree Independent chapel, there 
was a good attendance, and I was well 
Deceived, the ooUeetion was 16s. 5|d. 

Friday, May 1st. — I leotnred in (he Bap- 
tist chapel school-room, which was quite 
full, and a very warm reception I met with, 
both from pastor and people. The ooUeotion 
was 17s. 10|. 

Saturday, Majr 2nd. — I left Braintree for 
London, and visited the plaee of my boy* 
hood days, when old reminiscences of the 
Lord's great mercy toward me were revived 
in my memory and my souL 

" 1^ love in times past,'* &c. 

Many times in those days I was in deaths' 
oft, but the Lord preserved me. What an' 
Almighty preserver my ever gracious Qod 
hath been to me, all my life long, and 

*^ When my feet made haste to hell. 
And there I should have gone, but thou 
dost all things welL" 

I am indeed a debtor to the unmerited and 
sovereign grace of Father,' Son, and Holy 
Ghost, the almighty author of salvation 
to the uttermost, of all his people, and all 
their needs, for 

They may on the main of temptation be 
toss'd(. 

Their sorrows may swell as the sea ; 
But none of the ransomed shall ever be lost, 

The righteous shall hold on his way. 

Lord*s>day, 3rd, — Not having an engage- 
ment to day, I arranged to worship with 
the saints at the Surrey Tabernacle; it 
was a glorious sight to see that beauti- 
ful and immense building filled with 
nearly 2000 attentive hearers listening 
to the ministry of that God-honoured 
servant of Chnst, brother James Welb; 
that God is with him, the word blest, 
and souls saved, no one can doobt, 
except the green eyed monster envy. In 
the i^temoon, I was favoured in being pre- 
sent at the Lord's Table. When I saw the 
ristor at the table, with his seven deacons, 
did rejoice to see ^ How good and how 
pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together 
in unity," and with a determination to 
stand by and hold up the hands of their 
pastor to help him, and not to hinder him 
m his gpreat work. Oh ! that all ministers 
were favoured with such decided, truth- 
loving men, and who know how to be kind 
and tender-hearted, and asall deacons ought 
to be courteous, and then will they use the 
office well, and will purchase to themselves 
a good degree of love, honour, and esteem 
for their work sake, and great boldness in the 
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Uaeb. which is in Christ Jesus. Alter the 
afternoon service about 800 sat down to tea 
in the vestry. I was called npon to speak 
which I did, and was reoeiyed in the kindest 
nanner by the deacons and friends, and 
although I have had a collection there, yet 
there are many who feel they have not 

S' ven enough to help me in my work. One 
nd friend when she shook liands with me 
left five sovereigns in my hand, and one 
friend gave me lOs., and another 10s., and 
another friend gave me something in paper ; 
to my astonishment I found five sovereigns. 
Thus I received at the Surrey Tabernacle 
£11. 

Monday, 4th. — I lectured in Garmel 
chapel, Pimlico. The pastor, H. Wise, 
took the chair, spoke well, kind, and 
brotherly. By pastor and people, • I was 
well received, and the collection was 
£7 lOs. l|d. 

Tuesday, 5th. — I left London for Bed- 
mond, in Herts, and there preached two 
anniversary sermons on behalf of the 
church there, which is under the pastorate 
of brother Hutchings. We had a good dav, 
the Lord blest the word, and the people 
rejoiced, and although the collections 
were for their own cause, yet they were 
determined poor as they are to do something 
for our cause and gave me £1 7s. 

Wednesdays 6tii. — ^I went to Tring, and 
preached in the Baptist chapel where the 
late Mr. Glover preached for many years, 
the present pastor, brother Bennett, has 
been labouring with acceptance for the last 
four years. While there I made arrange- 
ments to preach and lecture in New Mill 
chapel, June 7th and 8th. 

Thursday, 7th. — I proceeded to London 
and then to Blackheath, and lectured in 
the Baptist chapel brother B. B. Wale, 
pastor of the church, took the chair ; spoke 
exceedingly well and kind, there was a 
good attendance, and the collection was 
£7 6s. 0^. 

Lord's-day, 10th. — I preached for brother 
Ponsford, and felt very thankful in having 
the opportunity of serving him who was 
the means of the wonderjfnl oollections I 
had, when I preached there before. 

Monday, 11th. — I went to King's Langley, 
in Herts, and lectured in the Independent 
chapel, and was well received, for the 
people there love the truth and nothing 
but the truth. The collections amounted 
to £2 7s. 6d. 

Tuesday, 12th. - By train I went to Birk- 
hampstead, and there saw one of the Lord's 
afSicted ones, who has been in fiie furnace 
for the last seven years, suffering from a 
spinal affection, the Lord is very gracious 
to her, for although not delivered she is 
sustained In order to help our cause, she 
has worked some most beautiful markers, 
for books, to be sold to aid me in my mis- 
sion to England. The following are the 
mottoes: ** Looking unto Jesus,'* "Trust 
in Providence," ** The earth is the Lord's 
and the fulness thereof," '' The Loi*d God 
omnipotent reignetb,** "• Hope is the anchor 



of the souL" The lasttwo yean shefaasbeen 
confined to her bed, and while lying upon 
her back, she is thus doing all that she can. 
I arrived at St Albania, just in time to 
lecture in the Baptist chapel, bonother 
Hitchoock, pastor of the church presided^ 
there were not so many present as was ex- 
pected, nevertheless, the Lord was there. 
The collection was £1 5s. 9d. By the 
midnight train I arrived in Euston square, 
walked to the hotel, London Bridge, sad, 
after some trouble, obtained a bed at a 
quarter past two o'clock. 

Wednesday, 18th. — Up at five o'clock, 
left London for Matfield Green, by six 
o'clock train, preached morning and even- 
ing the anniversary sermons of that good 
old cause. There was a large attendance 
all day. While there, I reaped another 
seal, the Lord gave me eighteen years ago, 
and now for the first time I am informed of 
the power of God unto salvation. While 
I was preaching from the words "How 
shall I give thee up Ephraim," a Christian 
woman desired her husband to accompany 
her to the chapel, but ho refuned, but 
afterwards consented to go, but only to 
please his wife. The sermon was the 
means of his conversion, he is now a mem- 
ber of the church at Matfield Green. 

Thursday, 14th.— I walked from Tan- 
bridge to Boro' Green, a distance of nine 
miles ; arrived just in time to commence 
my lecture, and spoke over two hours, was 
niost kindly reiceived, and delighted 
in meeting with old friends whom I had 
known for years. The collection was 
£4 2s. 2{d. ' 

Friday, 15th. — I arrived tired and weary 
at Sevenoaks, and lecturod for two hours 
in the Baptist chapel, where that honoared 
servant of Christ, the late Mr. Shirley, 
laboured for many years. The collecti(» 
after lecture amounted to £ilds. 10^ ; one 
Mend gave me 20s. and another lUs. so 
that I received £8 13s. 10^ 

Saturday, 16th.— I left Sevenoaks for 
London, arrived in safety, having obtained 
help of God I continue to this day, working 
with all my might whatsoever my hands 
find to do, in order that I may return the 
sooner to you .and my family: for 
my wife and chUdren, I am thankful 
to say the strongest compassion and 
. deepest sympathy is felt by the Lord's 
people here, that they should have to 
endure such a sacrifice which my long 
absence must be to them. My only conso- 
lation is that it is for the cause of Christ,, 
and for that cause I am still willing to 
endure hardness. 

I am thankful in being able to record^ 
that I have now up to date, obtained £560. 
" Now unto him that is able to do exceeding 
ttbundanUy above all that we ask, or think, 
according to the power that worketh in us." 
I will subsoibe myself your willing servant 
for Christ's sake, 

John Buntan McCube. 



June 1,1868. 



AND CHBiailAN RECORD. 



193 



PEOKHAM.— Etb Lane. On Monday 
May 11, the nsnal annual meeting com" 
memorative of Mr. Geo. Moyle's pastorate, 
was held in this beautiful chapeL The 
beloved pastor of this church who has 
recently been the subject of severe 
bodily affiiction, but has been mercifully 
raised up again, has been now connected 
with this church for twenty years. Tea 
was provided in the handsome and sub- 
stantial school-room, which has recently 
been enlaj^ed. The school now irrespective 
of class-rooms, is 48 by 32 feet, or nearly as 
large as the chapel, and is fitted with every 
convenience. After tea the public meeting 
was held in the chapel, the pastor presiding. 
The proceeds of the meeting were applied 
to the enlargement fund of the school. 
After singing ''Kindred in GhrisV' (Miss 
Oongreve presiding at the harmonium) and 
prayer by Mr. Wyard, inn. — 

Mr. Moyle, with much feeling, expressed 
his gratification at meeting the church 
and mends on the twentieth anniversaiy 
of the " wedding day." He had never felt 
a greater pleasure in meeting them than he 
did now, t^ter twenty years' union. He had 
been raised up from much bodily affliction, 
and he could say, if this should be the 
last year of his labours, that, by the help 
of God he had oyer been faithful to his 
ministerial trust. It was also a cause for 
thankfulness that the church had been 
blessed with active deacons, and a liberal 
spirit had been manifest among the people, 
as a proof of which the chapel property 
had been more than doubled in value in a 
few years. Peace and happiness had been 
in their midst and the deacons and himself 
had worked together in harmony and love. 
He should not take up the time of the 
meeting but would call on the Secretary to 
report progress, and especially with regard 
to the building fund of the new fl^ool, to 
which purpose the subscriptions of the 
evening would be applied. 

Mr. Oongreve^ (the secretary and school 
superintendent) m making the usual annual 
statement, in a few kind words, on behalf 
of the deacons, the church, and congregation 
and all assembled friends, wished the be- 
loved pastor many happy returns of the 
day, and a happy new year of his pastoral 
life. If spared to another year it would be 
an important epoch in their history. It was 
no sinaU thing in these times of *4o here" 
to day and " goodbye" to morrow for pastor 
and people to be xmited in uninterrupted 
happmesB and peace for three times seven 
years. He thought there were not above 
half-a-dozen of our churches in London 
where minister and people had been 
joined in happ^ union so long as this. It 
was owing eminently to the fact (under 
C}od*s ble68ing)that the pastor was a man of 
peace, the deacons loved peace, and the 
church loved peace. Much of their peace 
was also owing Qonder €h>d) to their beine 
a working church, as active people would 
have no time for quarrelling. And surely 
if ever aetiyity were needed it was now. 



Infidelity was at work, the anti-sabbatarian 
was at work, the ritualist wias zealously at 
work; they wanted the children of our 
schools, *' give us the children— the future 
men and women' of England,"- they cry. 
He had read that at a school conference of 
the Church of England the other day a 
certain curate proposed for a Sunday morn- 
ing's service to attract the children, a 
^'dramatic celebration of the Holy Com- 
munion." It behoved them as a church to 
be active still, especially in furthering the 
progress of the Sabbath schooL The visit- 
ing society was doing good; the Dorcas 
society was working well ; in one or other 
of these spheres of labour, the humblest 
could do their part. He related an 
incident told by Dr. Halbeck who visited 
the hospital for lepers in South Africa. The 
Doctor saw two men sowing peas in a field, 
one had no hands, the other had no feet, 
wasted by disease. The one who had feet 
carried the other on his back, and the one 
who had hands but no feet carried the bag 
of seed and dropped the peas as he rode 
along, while the man who carried him trod 
them in the ground. The moral of this 
was that several could carry on a work 
that neither could do alone. Some could 
work, some could give, others who could 
do neither, might encourage with kind 
words, or help by their prayers. The 
humblest Christian had some talent to 
use in the masters service ; and all might 
blend in happy union. Let them blend 
that night in behalf of the school. They 
all knew the work that had been accom- 
plished in the past year ; the school build- 
ing had been doubled in size, and class- 
rooms added. This had been a work of 
necessity. Before the enlargement the 
school had been crammed to excess, and 
now there were sixty-five scholars more 
than there were then. The bible-classes 
also were well attended and in excellent 
order, and it was believed that several in 
these classes were earnest seekers of 
Christ Let those who desire to gather the 
young people round them make their 
schools attractive, not dark, ill ventilated 
places, not bare brick walls whitewashed 
over, but neat and cheeriul places'; let 
them hold pleasant services, with simple 
attractive addresses, short and appropriate 
prayers, lively and suitable hymns, and 
cheeriul tunes ; give them kind and earnest 
teachers, and let there be a loving spirit. 
With r^ard to the money business oi the 
•vening, Mr. Congreve stated there had been 
a total expenditure of £580, of which £380 
had been raised in little more than a year 
and hflJf. The accounts had been balanced, 
approved by the church and examined by 
auditors, and the amount remaining due 
was £200, in four £60 loans. Let them 
endeavour to pay off one of these £60 loans 
that night These meetings afforded a 
practical way of showing our love to Christ 
Good words and kind wishes were beauti- 
ful things in their way, but they involved no 
sacrifice, and they would neither build obuK 
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roonB or enlarge cmr schools. The noblest 
bandflf the .finest hands were not what a 
painter would admire asra subject for his art, 
bat the hands that sanctified W gpraoe were 
found working for Christ and giving to 
his cause. Subscriptions were then handed 
in from the Secretory, pastor, and various 
friends in the body of the meeting, amount- 
ing to upwards of £30, The meeting was 
then adoressed by Mr. Wall, of Qravesend, 
Mr. Meeres, Mr. Alderson, Mr. G. Wyard, 
and Mr. Attwood, and was afterwards 
closed by the Doxology, and benediction in 
tiie ucnud way. 

DOES NOT THE WOBD OF THE 
LOED DO GOOD ? 

A Note trom thb MjkiiVBSN Hius, to 
Mb. Aufbsd "W. Kayb. 

Kind GHRiSfiiAM Broxheb, — I wias sit- 
ting on a farmer's gate, at the bottom of 
Shycknell hill, in Furlbrook valley, opposite 
to the Lady Foley's estate, between Here- 
ford and Ledbury, on the first of May, 
when the country postman brought me a 
little packet of lettors, and among them 
was your most acceptable and truly sym- 

Sthising note. Just as I was opening the 
ter, up rode the fanner on his fine horse ; 
down I jumped to open the gate for him', 
perfectly unconscious of having committed 
any trespass ; but to my surprise, he said, 
*^Shoula not sit on the gate, you might do 
much damage." Without stopping to hoiBe^ 
whip me, or give me time to apologize, he 
rode off ; while I stood amazed at the fact 
that I had done wrong. " Ah !" said some- 
thing, ^^you are always wrong." Con- 
founded and grieved, I walked into my 
dear friend, Mr. Tyler's house, and into 
the nice room they allowed me to occupy, 
and there I thought over a few things ; and 
then proceeded with my woric. I can tell 
you, dear Alfred Kaye, that I quite believe 
Paul's doctrine, wherein he says ^ We 
know that all things woric together for 
good to them that love Gk>d, and who are 
the called accoo^ding to bis pufpose." But 
some of the things which set these *^ All 
things working together" ase bitter to the 
fallen nature, even of the most devoted of 
the children. Bitter bottles of wild and 
nnkealtJiy mixtunss we often prepare for 
ourselves; when we learn that we have 
drunk some deadly poison, we expect to 
perish for ever; then to see the loving, 
tender hand of the Loid coming and tam- 
ing the bitter into a wholesome medioine, 
wmch while it makes us ten thousand times 
more sick oumelves, we ave solemnly ami. 
honestly eanvinosd of the fac^ that *^the 
Lord 16. good, a. stronghold in the ttmeol 
trouble, and, that be knoweth them that 
tmst in himf iias doth melt oursooky 
Jiearts with gnufcitadef and aiientiy wis 
praiae the LokL 

I am now psssing-theSalvBin hilis, iSaof 
agergBMid npBftipgsof the saiik, Ihey inviSe 
■8 to look to hoaffien, ythUa tiie ancient 



ci<gr of Worcester, now full in view, and 
the cornfields and blos6am*«lothed orchards 
all tell us most beautifully that the ever- 
wntchf ul eve, and constant working hand 
of the Lord^ are over all his works. 

I have had three Sundays* work at 
Whitestone ; and my soul doth desire to 
magnify the name of the Lord for his 
goodness in p;iving, and blessing, the Word. 
Whitestone is a most interesting spot ; the 
chapel, and chapel-house, stand near W^- 
ington station; close to those iBnnen8d.y 
extensive ^'Encaustic Tile Works," be- 
longing to Mr. Gk)dwin, where the art of 
producing the most beautiful tiles is 
Miproaclung a high state of perfection. 
The attracting and genteel village of 
Lugwardine, Withington, Weston, Beg- 
ganl, York-hill, the City of Hereford, and 
a large scattered rural population, idl ap- 
proximate in a varied harmony around tho 
retiring and modest looking gravrard, 
school-house, andsanctuary, called *^ mile- 
stone." Que feature is, to my mind, of 
great value to this cause, it is the Sunday 
and day sdiool, both of which are under 
the superintendence of Miss Alice Tyier, 
a Christian lady well qualified to train 1h.o 
children under her care, in the knowledge 
of everylMng that is useful and good for 
this life, and for that which is to come. 

When I consider that a Boman Gathiridc 
Priesthood throws its deadening dSorts 
around this neighbouriiood, that a large 
Bomish convent stands nearly opposite to 
Whitestone chapel, (at a respectfiU distance 
I admit^ and when it is feared that the 
small ec^e of Bitualistic idolatry is being 
messed into what is termed the Ohuxcli of 
England ; when, added to all this, I see 
that the steady friends to Gospel truth, are 
fast ripening for glory, some 80, some 70 ; 
and so on, fuid that the pretty little ohildren 
are numerous in every village and hamlet ; 
Miss Tyler's mission and work is of im- 
mense value ; and I do earnestly pray the 
Lord to maintain and prosper her in ail the 
various branches of her evangelistic labour. 
I feel a happv and holv persuasioii that 
Miss Tyler and the churco, will reap a rich 
rewacd for works so self-demying, and so 
seasonably good. My last Suiaday there I 
never wish to forget. I preached three 
timos; baptiaed; and broke bread to tlie 
peofde at the close of the day'e serviees. 
On the Monday evening, we hmd a kind of 
farewell meeting ; both on the Lerd'a-day, 
and Monday, our zealous brother J^hn 
Thomas, of Breame, helped us; and the 
soasono were rehashing. On Tuesday 
evtjoang, I delivered a message seoretly 
given to me, for the friends who meet iar 
wor^p, in Lugwardine ; and now I am 
retuzBing to the busy city. 

My dMT brother, I hope your workxu 
Betlmal Green may be ipsefiu in winning^ 
soulS) in building up the ohiirohes, and in 
fastiOTiing inmenyahssfft thetEue kpoiF- 
kdffS'Of J-esiifi. When you hove boUniBss 
of aoQSfliat tha throBAi osmsmber yonroor- 
wwang C. W. JB. 
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DEAL. — Providsvcb Ghafel, St. 
Gbobos's placb. The second anniversary 
was held here on Gk>od Friday, when two 
sermons were pfreaehed; morning, Ur. 
Bnrbridge, minister; afternoon, Mr. Bow- 
den, minister of Zoar chapel, Oanterbury. 
At five, nearly fifty sat down to an excel- 
lent tea ; at 6.30, chair was taken by the 
nunistor; warm addresses were delivered ; 
during the evening some of Kent's choice 
hymns were sung, the love of God was 
shed ahroad in our hearte, the atonement 
and preciousnesB of Christ richly enjoyed, 
the Spirit's power, unction, dew, and divine 
sweetness was richly enjoyed, our hearto 
were fSled with joy and peace in believing. 
Truly we may say we had light and glad- 
ness, a feast, and a good day. Thns ended 
one of the happiest days in this place. 
Lovers of Gkwpel truth visiting ^ast Kent 
this season, will find a good Gospel table 
well spread with the rich vines oi Gk>spel 
truth in this place, doctrinal, experimental, 
ptactica], and ordinaneiaL 

Okb who was there. 



8HABNBB00K, BEDPOBDSHIEE.— 
The anniversary of the Baptist chapel was 
held here on Good Friday. We were 
favoured with two good G^ospel sermons 
fnnn Mr. Shaw, of Over; miany of the 
Lord's people heard to their souls' profit 
and enjoyment. Between services, about 
260 sat down to tea : brethren Inwards, of 
Dunstable, Chandler, of Thurieigh, as well 
as tile pastor, Alfred Peet, took part in 
the services of the day. Friends from St. 
Kelt's, Cariton, Bisely. Keysoe, Thurieigh, 
and other pUw$es favoured us with their 
presence. To God be all the glory. 

WHITESTONE, NEAB HEBEFOBD. 
—Here is a seat chapel, minister's house, 
and good opening for a school. A zealous, 
iaitfafnl, and qualified Baptist minister and 
his wife, might here find a delightful field 
for earnest labour. We have recently 
rigited the place, and to any really devoted 
servant of Christ, we would give further 
partioaUre if required. 

" SHABWELL. — Behoboth Chafbl 
SuKDAT School. On Easter Sunday, three 
sennouB were preached ; that in the morn- 
ing and evening, by Mr. Thomas Steed, 
pastor, and that in the afternoon, by Mr. 
B. B. Wale. On the Tuesday following, 
tfr. T. Wall preached at three o'clock, 
After which a t«Ei and public meeting. Mr. 
Steed, in opening the proceedings, stated 
that the object of the meeting was to try to 
remove the last remains of a long standing 
debt ujpoa the Sabbath school. The'debt 
ivas onginaUy XlOO, but had been reduced 
to £U, and these serrices had been held 
with the view to accomplish that end. The 
subjeckB thai had been selected for the 

nkens were the "Five Covenants." Mr. 
-. WiOe, <*Tbe.Adamic Covenant;" Mr. 



J. Wall, "The Noachic Covenant;" Mr. 
Lawrence, "The Abrahamic Covenant;" 
Mr. J. L. Meeres, "The Sinaitic Covenant ;'* 
Mr. T. Stringer, "The Everlastmg Cov». 
nant ;" upon which snbiecte they a!u spok& 
ablj^ and well Mr. J. L. Meeres, in pre- 
facmg his subject, referred to the fact of 
his early connections with the school, both 
as a teacher, and also as a trustee of the 
propertv. He concluded these few remarks 
by nanding over £1 10s. to the Churman,. 
which was received with applause by the 
meeting. 

NOTTING HILL. — Silver Strbbt 
Chapel. On Tuesday, April 8th, the 
second anniversary of the church under 
the pastorate of Mr. D. Crumpton was 
held. In the afternoon a good sermon was 
preached by Mr. Milner of Keppel street, 
after which about 200 friends tooK tea. In 
the evening a public meeting was held, Mr» 
Crumpton in the chair, when the following 
ministers addressed the meeting : Brethren 
Box, Wall, Dickerson, Milner, Frith, Grif- 
fith, and WiUdns. The Gk>spel was truth- 
fully preached by all, and, at the close of 
the day, mauy were able to say, " Truly 
this is none other than the house of God, 
for it has been the gate of heaven to my 
souL" 



PULHAM ST. MABY.-.On May 12tb 
very cheering and interesting services were 
held in the above place. Brother Sears, of 
Sazfield, preachedcrom the following woxdse 
"I have set before thee an open door," 
"the door was shut," and "the Lord shut 
him in." Bev. iii. 8. Matt. xxv. 10. Gten. 
vii. 16. Our brother was enabled to preach 
a good, stirring, Gospel sermon, and to a 
goodly and attentive assembly. May God's 
blessing crown his labours on the occasion. 
In the evening, the pastor of the place took 
the chair, and after making a few interesting 
remarks, Brethren Brunt, of Norwich, 
Brand, of Bungay, Bland of Beccles, and 
Noble, of Carleton Bode, were called upon 
to ad<h:ess the audience. Our brethren were 
favoured to speak with enexgy and love^ 
and the countenances of all present bespoke 
heartfelt pleasure and joy. The object of 
the meeting was to pay off as much as 
possible, upon the debt of £44, the cost of 
our new gallery for the Sabbath schooL To 
our astonishment and delight, the whole 
sum was cleared, leaving an overplus of 
nearly j£5, which our friends intend to de- 
vote to the incidental expenses. Distant 
friends appeared to come' together for the 
very purpose of giving us an astounding 
lift Great credit, we are bound to sa;^, is 
due to our female friends, who provided 
tmys at their own expense, notwithstanding 
the very liberal sums of money which had 
been previously given. They provided us 
a good and excellent tea, clearing by this 
means £6, while everything passed ofT 
pleasantly. During the evening service, 
a little boy of about seven yeats of age, one 
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of our Babbftth school children, came to 

nlorm ana laid down 15s. 3d., which he 
collected for the gallery, hj going about 
with his card in the neighbourhood. One 
shilling and sixpence out of this sum he 
laid up, having had a little money-box 
provided him for that purpose. **Who 
hath despised the day of small things ?" To 
Ood be all the glory for his unbounded 
goodness to us as a people. — B. Taylob. 



BILLINGBORO', FALKINGHAM, 
LINOOLNSH IRE.— Dear Brother, — On 
the first Sabbath in November 1867, I 
began a six months* probation at Billing- 
^ro and Threekingham, which time is 
nearly expired. I have received unani- 
mous invitations to the pastorate of both 
churches. I hope the Lord has directed me 
here, and that he may be pleased to bless 
his own word. We lutve lost two members 
by death lately; they died happy in the 
Lord ; both of them members at Threeking- 
ham. One was 87 ; her path was like that 
of the just, ** which is as the shining light, 
that shmeth more and more until the perfect 
day." She said to me but a few days 
before her death, ^' Oh ! I long to see my 
blessed Lord." I said, " Then you are still 
hanging to him — trusting in him ?" She 
answered, " I will hang to him ; if he won^t 
have me, I will cleave to him." I replied, 
*^ He will not cast you off ; for he saith, 
* Come to me, and him that cometh to me, I 
will in no wise cast out' " She was up the 
day before she died, and went off very 
quietly. "Let me die the death of the 
righteous, and let my last end be like his.*' 
The other one was a widow, her illness was 
very protracted ; a great sufferer, and very 
much tried in the first part of her illness; 
but some time before she died I saw her, 
read and prayed with her, and she appeared 
more composed in her mind. Saton was 
not tibrmitted to harass her* so much after- 
wards. The words applied to her were 
selected as a funeral text, *^Be still and 
know that I am Qod.** These two saints 
were only separated for a short time ; now 
thdy have met to part no more. — W. 
Wilson. 

CHELMONDESTON.— Lord's day, May 
10th, was a happy day for the friends at 
this place, ten believers, six males and 
lour females being baptised in the River 
Orwell. The day was characteristic of the 
month, the weather fine, and the scenery 
delightfully picturesque. There was a 
large gathering of spectators, supposed to 
be about two thousand. In the morning a 
public meeting was held in the chapel, 
which was entirely devoted to prayer and 
praise. The ordinance of baptism was ad- 
ministered in the afternoon, after which the 
members and friends returned to the chapel, 
when the newly baptised brethren and sis- 
ters were received unto full communion 
and the ordinance of the Lord's supper 
administered. Many friends from Ipswich 



belonging to the well known churches— 
Bethesda andZoar, came to participate with 
us in joy and gladness at Zion*s j^rosperity. 
This is as it should be. Nothing trans- 
pired to disturb our worship or mar our 
pleasure, but all was done decently and iu 
order. G. G. Whorlew. 



RIPLEY. — Brother C. Z. Turner's 
annual spring meeting was holden Wed- 
nesday, May 13th. 0. W. Banks preached 
afternoon and evening. Tea was pro- 
vided. The chapel was quite filled with 
mauy happy friends, and the services were 
enjoyed. The church desired C. W. Banks 
in the evening to present their pastor, C.Z. 
Turner, with a small testimonial of their 
sincere esteem and regard for him. This was 
quietfy done, and gratefully acknowledged. 
We were thankful to see Robert Daws, 
Esq., Mr. Green, the proprietor of the large 
boot and shoe establishment, and many old 
friends, and young ones too — still standing 
fast to the cause here. At the old chapel, 
Mr. Collins is preachine the Gospel to the 
profitting of tbe friends who attend. At 
Chertsey, Mr. Turner occasionally pro- 
claims the Gospel, and it is believed a 
church, on New Testament premises, will 
be raised there. Mr. James Wells was 
expected to preach at West End, Chobham, 
the following Tuesday, where Mr. Lam- 
bourne has, for years, faithf uKy filled the 
office of pastor. Mr. Henry Allnutt, is still 
spared to the Brockham church ; and Mr. 
Henry Stanley visits the May ford cause 
frequently ; under his ministry many more 
have been gathered to hear the word of 
life. Some friends at Gobham have felt 
g^e ved to find brother W. Sack not so much 
with them, since the death of his wife. We 
hope, having put his hand to the plough, he 
wiU not look twick. 

IRTHLINGBOROUGH, NORTHAMP- 
TONSHIRE. — On Lord's day evening, 
March 29th, 1868, Mr. George Cook, the 
young pastor of the Baptist church, bap- 
tised two females (teachers in the Sabbatii 
school) in the name of the Holy Trinity, 
upon a profession of their faith in the Lord 
Jesus. Long before the time of service the 
chapel was crowded in every part. It was 
a good, high, and holy time; the Lord's 
presence was enjoyed, and many souls were 
blessed. Thirteen have been added to the 
church lately, and many signs and wonders 
have been done in the name of the Holy 
Child Jesus. May the Lord continue to 
pour out of his Spirit upon us, and we will 
bless his name for ever and ever. Amen. 

TO CORRESPONDENTS. 



For want of room, notes of churohes at 
Knowl Hill, Sturry, Deptford, Yeovil, Step- 
ney, Hackney, Reading, Glansfbrd, Sheer- 
ness, Minster, Markgate street, Cumberland 
street, the appeal for Spain, and the notes 
of the month, are all omitted, but we pro- 
miBe they shall appear in the July number. 



(^aoAtmi and '^mvAg in ih 3o\&* 



To MT Beloved Son,/ — ^I feel it laid upon my mind to write a few lines 
to you, and, as the soul is more than the body, let me, dear boy, 
tell thee I am thinking this morning upon that verse in Zechariah 
ix. 17. 

" For how great is HIb goodness, and how great is His beauty ! Com shall make the 
young men cheerful, and new wine the maids." 

Grace and Glory, are the two streams which flow from the com- 
plete character of the Lord Jesus Christ. He is the mighty God, He is 
the Holy Man ! ! Had He not been God, He could not have taken us 
to glory, had He not been man, He could not have been our Saviour. 
Bat, He is God and Man in One Person, and can save us in time, and 
bless us to all eternity, if in Him we do but truly believe. How, my 
dear boy John, stands this matter with thee, and with thine 1 See to it, 
for it is eternally weighty. 

The words of the prophet contain first. An EaxlamcUion of Admira- 
tion, *' How great is His goodness, how great is His beauty !'' Then 
there there is a two-fold prophecy^ or declaration : " Com shall make the 
young men cheerful, and new wine the maids.'' 

I. The Exclamation contains a three-fold experimental blessing. 
1. The Reality of Faith, it is a solid, a sure principle ; it looks to, and 
lays hold of the glorious person of Christ, it brings grace from His per- 
son and work, and maketh the soul rejoice. 2. There is the overflowing 
happmets of the soul, when it thus seeth and enjoy eth Christ ! Oh, how 
good He is ! how full of beauty ! then, there is zeal here. The man 
that doth truly believe in, and who can heartily rejoice in Jesus, 
speaks aloud of His goodness and beauty, that others may hear, and see, 
and rejoice with Jlim too. 

The test in Zechariah ix. 17, belongs to a very special time, it 
belongs to a very fecial character, it belongs to a special incoming of 
grace to the soul, and a consequent outflowing of praise to the Lord. 

First. It belongs to a special time, it is the coming of the Lord. 
Whenever, wherever He has come in His redeeming character, there 
men have seen both His goodness and His beauty ; Melchizedec was full 
of goodness and beauty to Abraham. As priest of the Most High God, 
he was full of beauty, and in bringing Abraham bread and wine, he 
was full of goodness. Melchizedec met Abraham coming fi-om the 
wars, weary and faint, and not without fears, Melchizedec met him, 
blessed him, and fed him. Then the Lord came to Abraham in a vision, 
God's goodness appeared in the shield, " I am thy shield," and His beauty 
in the reward, ** And thine exceeding great reward." So to Jacob, what 
a figure of goodness was the ladder, it was set up on the earth, its top 
reached to heaven, it was an entire ladder ; as Jesus Christ is an entire 
Saviour ; and then the angels of God ascending and descending on it, as 
though they would dispel Jacob's fears ; if he ^ould say, I am afraid ta 

o 
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venture up it, they seemed to say, look how safe we travel up and down 
on it ; besides they seemed to tell Jacob that they would go before him, 
and behind him too, for '^ the angels of the Lord encamp round about 
them that fear him," and so all have found it. Did Jacob see goodness 
in the ladder and in the angels 1 Then, did he not see beauty in the Lord 
on the top of it ? The Lord God stood above it, and spoke some beautiful 
promises, *' I am the Lord Gk)d of Abraham, the land whereon thou liest 
to thee will I give it," &c. Oh what beautiful promises, ^' I will be 
with thee, I will bring thee, and I will keep thee, and never leave thee.*^ 
These are promises great indeed ; and being fulfiUed make a man beauti- 
ful in the Lord for ever. 

Did not Moses see goodness and beauty in the Lord ? When the 
law was given the first time there was goodness. It was good of the 
Lord to tell men His mind, and when the thunder frightened them, 
Moses spake three good words unto them, he said 1, Fear not ; 2, he 
said, God is come to prove you, that His fear may be before your feices, 
and 3, he said, all this is " that ye sin not." The first giving of the 
law was as a preventive. Then Moses let the two tables flail, they were 
broken. When the Lord gave the law the second time, He descended in 
a cloud and stood with Moses, and proclaimed His Name, *' The Lord, 
the Lord God Merciful and Gracious, forgiving iniquity, transgression 
and sin," &c. Here was beauty indeed ! A sin-forgiving God in 
Christ ! 

If you come into the Canticles^ there is Goodness and Beauty 
great beyond all description. It was goodness when He said, " I am 
come into my garden, my sister, my spouse, I have gathered my myrrh 
with my spice, &c., therefore^ eat, O friends." Here was goodness 1 good- 
ness to come at all ! goodness to acknowledge the relationship ! ! goodness 
to prepare so many good things, and then to bid us welcome, " Eat, 
friends, yea, drink abundantly, O beloved !" This was goodness, but 
when he revealed Himself as the Hose of Sharon, and the lily of the 
valleys, there was beauty. As the lily of the valleys. He is with His 
people in their lowest state, but as the rose of Sharon he is the glory of 
the church, here and for ever. When Jesus Christ came into this world, 
was there not goodness in every word, and in every work ! " He went 
about DOING GOOD," He gave life, healing, and grace ; to fiilfil the law 
for us, to live a holy life for us, to bleed and die for us, was such good- 
ness as was never seen before. And when on the Mount Tabor they 
saw Him, when risen from the grave, they heard Him, when 
ascending into Heaven they beheld Him, there they saw His beauty. 
How great is His goodness, how great is His beauty ! 

When to Saul of Tarsus He came, goodness stopped the mad perse- 
cutor, and beauty said, " I am Jesus, whom thou persecutest." When- 
ever Christ comes these two are together found. A sinner saved in 
Christ, is a pattern of goodness and beauty too, or ought to be so. 

II. These words belong to a special characteb, to Christ as 
Zion's King, " Thy king cometh unto thee. He is just, having salvation." 
Afl a king, He is crowned by the church universally, by saved saints 
individually, and by His Father eternally. All the true churches crown 
Him Lord of all, " Goforth, O ye daughters of Zion, behold Hinn with 
the crown wherewith his mother crowned Him." When sinners are 
espoused tmto Him, then Zion crowns Him as Eling of kings and Lord 
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of lords. And when the saints worship Him, they cast their crowns ^ 
His feet. To denote His Absolute Sovereignty, on His head John saw 
many 'crowns. When He oomes again, then the Church will say, " How 
great," <fec. 

in. Here is a Prophetic Peoclamation, "Com shall make," 
4S^. Corn is the truth of God, when it is trodden out, bringing life, and 
knowledge, and salvation, it makes men young again, and cheerful, 
because they ape bom of God, belong to God, and shall live with Him 
for ever. 




t Wdh, a;# % Mags 0f ^rAxmtt 

A Sunday Eveningat Fowkhope. 



Havikg preached several times at Whitestone, I am now on the wings 
of the steamer bound for the great city. There is nothing externally 
grand in the appearance of Whitestone : the chapel, the parsonage, the 
garden, the little cemetery, the adjacent valleys, the surrounding hills, 
and the church's position and history altogether, render it (to ,a secretly 
sorrowful spirit like mine) a truly interesting comer in the Lord's vine- 
yard. Like myself, it has had its painful changes. There are deep 
wounds in the hearts of some of its oldest members, and if you ask 
where they met with them, the answer would be, " in the house of my 
friends." Nevertheless, as one brother said to me, " the truth is there, 
and there, we hope, it will long continue, although many, opposed to 
truth, would like to have the place,,«and the appointment of the minis- 
ters in their own hands ; but while such strong and steady trees are 
permitted to grow in it, as the Tylers, the Goodsells, the Lewises, 
the Goodwins, the Reeoes, the Prices, and some others, the New Testa- 
ment hedge will not be broken down, although the wild boar out of the 
wood has made many attempts to destroy it altogether. '^ The still 
small voice of the heavenly turtle-dove went with me the first time I 
went there ; and it continued with me at times. 

For all Thy xnerdee, my God, 

May I most thankful be ! 
And may I live to praise Thy WOED, 

Tbroi:^ all eternity. 

The last Sunday I was at Whitestone, I was invited to preach at 
Fownhope in the evening. To this I readily agreed ; and as Miss 
Tyler (the Whitestone organist) was also invited to conduct the praise 
department, arrangements were speedily made to take a good party 
from Whitestone to Fownhope, as soon as the afternoon service 
was closed. Ah ! that Sunday was a truly happy one to my soul. If I 
never was favoured in the house of God before, I was that morning. 
Our Luther-like brother^ Richard Tyler, sen., read that grand hymn 
whose diorus says, — 

" Lift up ytmr heads, Mt up yonr voiOe, 
Rejoioe aloud, ye 4Hints, rejoice." 

That hymn 80 opened tiiie i^rings of my saul,aud gave me such meltings of 
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contrition that I thought it would preyent mjreading. I was helped. '' Un- 
derneath are the everlasting arms" was the text ; and after sermon, we had 
the ordinance of the Lord's Supper ; and then we retired, until the time 
for the afternoon service. The text was this, '^ The Son of man is 
not come to destroy men's lives, but to save them ; and he went to 
another village,'' and so to the mountain-top village of Fownhope we 
went, as soon as Whitestone doors were closed. In the journey to 
Eownhope, (and there were about a dozen of us) you have not only to 
pass the immense convent recently erected in this most lovely country, 
you have not only to ford a small river, but you must conquer at least 
half-a-dozen hills, of whose lofty pinnacles the Herefordshire people are 
never ashamed. 

The chapel and parsonage at Fownhope stand conveniently wedded 
together in a garden of some extent ; and well shaded by a large yew- 
tree, cleverly trained and trimmed. Here the pastor, Mr. Madge, and 
his pious wife, together dwell in a quiet and peaceful mission to promote 
the good of their neighbours. Our evening service commenced at six ; 
there was a sweet and holy freedom in singing, reading, and prayer ; and 
when I read my text, the same sweet breeze continued. 

''The kingdom of heaven is like unto a merchantman seeking 
goodly pearls ; who when he had found one pearl of great price, went 
and sold all he had, and bought it." 

The many things said by the Saviour, descriptive of his kingdom, 
shewed how much his heart was set upon it. It is called, '* The kingdom 
of heaven," because its origin is of heaven, its nature is spiritual, and its 
grand design is, instrumentally, to carry saved sinners safe home to 
glory. [The sequel is deferred.] 



Sijglits and ^hai0m2 irf t |aafar s 8i)fe. 

The engagement to which I referred in my last continued some consider- 
able time, in fact, till I obtained another in the literary world, which 
pleased me better. I one day received a letter from a gentleman, ^ell- 
known in the literary world, but whom I knew not personally, askmg 
me to wrljbe an article on a subject which he named, for a sanitary 
journal which was very popular at the time. I wrote the article and 
sent it to him, it appeared in the next number, and a few days after, I 
received a letter from the proprietor, soliciting a personal interview. I 
saw him, and he offered me the editorship of the journal, with furnished 
apartments at the West End, (near the office) and a liberal salary This 
I accepted, and so became the editor of the '' Health of Towns Maga- 
zine." Through this I obtained an introduction to one of the members 
for Westminster, who offered me the under-secretaryship of a Philan- 
thropic institution, of which he was president. This I undertook 
in connection with my editorial duties. While holding these offices I 
was solicited by the commitee of the Western Literary Institution to 
undertake the management of their Greek and Italian classes, two 
evenings in the week, for which they offered me two guineas weekly, 
which I consented to do. It was while holding these three engagements, 
that I strolled one evening into an hotel, where a meeting was being 
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held of a well known forensic and debating society. Having obtained 
permission to speak, I attacked tbe views propounded bj the two pre- 
vious speakers with some warmth and energy/ my convictions 
on the subject under discussion being somewhat strong ; and at 
the close of the meeting I was asked to take the presidency of the society, 
and to preside at its meetings two evenings weekly, for which I was 
offered thirty shillings per week ; this offer I accepted. 

During all this time I was living without Ood, without Christ, and 
therefore without a well founded hope in the world. And in the pros- 
perity which now began to attend me, I burnt incense to my own drag, 
and proudly thought and said, my own hand hath gotten me all these 
things. 

It was under these feelings and circumstances that I married. The 
lady whom I married (my present wife) was like myself, the child of godly 
and praying parents, though we were both of us at that time destitute of 
vital godliness, and continued some years after our marriage to live in 
the pleasures and gaieties of the world. But the time for the Spirit to 
convince of sin, of righteousness, and of judgment to come was at hand. 
During this time I was engaged largely in building transactions, and at 
first made money pretty fast, but having through an injudicious mort- 
gage placed myself in the hands of an unprincipled London lawyer, I 
lost at one fell swoop all that I possessed. I had had by way of mort- 
gage from him, three thousand pounds ; he called this in at a week's 
notice, and threatened to foreclose if it were not paid. Of course I 
could not pay it in the time, so he foreclosed, and I lost all — some 
thirty houses being at the time in course of erection. For some few 
months, he allowed me four pounds per week out of the property, but 
when he found the thing was tight and fast in his own handis, he dropped 
this, and I was reduced almost to penury. I said then to my wife, '' I 
cannot stay here in London under Uiese circumstances, where we have 
known better days, at some distant spot where I am not known, I don't 
care what menial office I perform, but pride forbids it here." We ac- 
cordingly sold off our furniture, and with a few pounds in our pockets 
started for South Wales. 

I had, as I have stated in a previous chapter, made a great deal 
of money by lecturing in Wales some years before, and I hoped to do 
the same now. We took — I was about to say apartments, but that 
would have been incorrect, as we could only afford to take one poorly 
furnished room at Cardift. I then took the town halls at Cardiff, Aberga- 
venny, Pontypool, Newport, &c., for lectures, and placarded all the towns 
with bills, but to no purpose ; there were not a dozen persons came to theni. 
To me it was inexplicable, the result was that in the course of a very- 
few weeks the few pounds that we had taken with us had melted away. 
We were nearly two hundred miles away from any friends, among tin- 
sympathising strangers, our spirits depressed by a long series of bitter 
troubles, to the end of which we could not yet see, and reduced to our 
last half-Srcrown not knowing when that was gone where we should get 
another, and amidst it all, no God to go to, and strangers to a throne of 
grace. But it was the darkest hour, the hour that preceded the 
dawn ; the time of deliverance, and the '^ time of love" was at hand. 

Almsgiving is the sorest and safest way of thriving. 
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NO. 1.— SABELLIAlSnSM. 
BY WILLIAM STOKES, OF MANCHESTER. 

Author of " The MUtcry tf BaptiaU;' *' Imputed Bigkieou9ne88," ^. 



(Continued from page VIZ.) 
It requires no argument to prove that doctrines so manifestlj opposed 
to tlie true Gospel faith, could never have been learned from Holy 
Scripture by any honest interpretation of its teachings. That bj 
torturing its passages and *' wresting' ' themfrom their obvious meaning, 
a show of support may be obtained for Sabellianiam itself, is neither 
doubted or denied ; but all this and more may be conceded to Satan 
himself. Granting this, however, the question still remains, will any 
honest reader of the word of God fail to find the Trinity tiiere, One 
God in three persons. Father, Son, and Holy Spirit ) Is it possible that 
the unbiassed scholar in that Divine school can miss this great truth, 
and sit down with a denial of the Triune Jehovah of the church ? Ac- 
cording to £piphamti8, the Bible was not consulted by Sabellius before 
prc^ounding lus heresy to the world, but some loose writings, that were 
known to be without any authority whatever. That ancient writer 
says of Sabellius that he " had sucked in this errrar from some Apochry- 
phal books, and more especially from that called the Gospel of iht 
JSgyiptians" This explains the whole case by proving that from these 
corrupt and polluted waters, htU not from the BibUy Sabellius diank his 
poisoned cup. Had he gone to David or Isaiah, to Peter, Paul, or John, 
instead of wandering away to Apocryphal Egypt, he would never have 
been numbered among those foolish men who have lived but to work 
mischief in the church of the living God. The eminent Chillingworth 
lays down the true rule for dealing with all questions that surmount the 
human understanding when he says : — 

'^ Propose me anything out of this book (the Bible) and require 
whether I believe it or no ; and seem it ever so incomprehensible to 
human reason, I will subscribe it with hand and heart, as knowing no 
demonstration can be stronger than this, Ood h<xth said so, therefore U i$ true' 
In other things I will take no man's liberty of judging from him ; neither 
shall any man take mine from me." 

This is true manly nobility, and one finds it difficult to detemune 
which most to admire, the profound submission to divine teachings the 
noble independence, or the equally noble liberality of that distinguished 
writer. Let the rule of Chillingworth become the law of the religious 
world, and all heresy will speedily perish from among mankind. 

Sabellius was succeeded, or soon followed, by Paul, of Samosata, 
who also denied the divinity of the Lord Jesus Christ, and who brought 
upon himself the displeasure of a Council held at Antioch in aj>. 264, 
or 269. His leading sentiments closely I'esemUed those ci Sabellius, 
and were substantially the following : — 

^' That the Son and Holy Ghost exist in Grod, in the same manner as 
the faculties oi reason and activity do in mm ; that C9irist. was bom a 
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mere man; but that the reason or wisdom of the Father descended into 
him, and by him wrought miracles upon earth, and instructed the nations ; 
finally, that, on account of this union of the divine Word with the man 
Jesus, Christ might, though improperly, be called God." 

In the above Council he was degraded, and removed from his 
pastoral office. The sect, however, continued to increase, and at 
the second Greneral Council, held at Constantinople, in a.d. 381, the very 
first canon, by confirming the Nioene Creed, ccmdemned Sabellianism 
and all similar doctrines. This council, called by the Emperor 
Theodosius, and 150 pastors who were present from all parts of the 
world, were so entirely opposed to the Sabellians that they resolved 
to disavow aU baptisms administered by men who openly denied the 
divinity of the Son of God, and the Holy Spirit. So far they were 
to be commended, and honoured, but they went beyond this 
when they proceeded to anathematize the holders of these dangerous 
doctrines. They acted properly in condemning the doctrines, for this 
was their legitimate province and duty ; but they were wrong when 
they assumed to anathematize the men. Their zeal deserves our 
admiration, but it overstepped its proper bounds by forgetting the 
Gospel law, " blesi, and curse not" 

As the Sabellian scheme implied a total rejection of the vital doc- 
trine of a Triune Jehovah, and thus undermines the entire superstructure 
of the Christian faith, it will be perfectly proper to give the views of 
some distinguished divines on this important point. None have ex- 
pressed themselves with more clearness and precision than has our own 
Dr. Gill in his unrivalled body of divinity. He says, 

<< Though there is but one God, there are three persons in the Godhead, 
which the Sabellians deny. Our Socinians and modern Unitarians are 
much of the same sentiment with the Sabellians in this respect. If the 
Father, Son, and Spirit, were but one person, they could not be three 
^testifiers, as they are said to be (1 John v. 7) ; to testify is a personal action ; 
and if the Father is one that bears record, the Son another, and the Holy 
Ghost a third, they must be three persons, and not one only ; and when 
Christ says, I amd my Father are one (John x. 30) He cannot mean one 
person, for this is to make him say what is most absurd and contradictory, 
as that I and myself are one, or that I am. one, and my Father who is 
another, are one person." 

The well-known and most excellent Nonconformist divine John 
Howe, who was a prince among preachers in the Cromwellian age, ex- 
presses himself in these words : 

'^ And He (Christ) concerns the Father also with himself in the same 
sort of commerce ; ' At that day ye shall know that I am in my Father, 
you in me, and I in you.* Thus in anothw place, we find the Spirit spoken 
of as the Spirit of God, and the Spirit of Christ ; and the inbeing or 
indwelling of Christ, and of the Spirit, used as expressions signifying the 
same thii^ ; when sJso the operation of God is spoken of by the same in- 
dwelling Spirit, (Rom. viii. 9 — 11) which an eminent father observing, takes 
occasion to speak of the joint presence of the several persons of the Trinity 
with such, with whom any one is present, because each bears itself in- 
separably towards the other, and is united most intimately therewith. 
WMresoever one hypostasis (or person, as by the Latins we are taught to speak,) 
is present, there the whole Trinity is present. Amazing thin^ ! that the 
glorious subsifftants in the eternal, Godhead, should so concentre in kind, 
design, influence and operation towards a despicable impure worm !" 
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The great Dr. Owen is equally impressive in liis defence of the tme 
Christian doctrine of Jehovah. He writes thus : 

^' There are many who reject the doctrine of the Trinity as false, or 
despise it as unintelligible, or neglect it as useless. I know this ulcer lies 
hid in the minds of many ; and expect it will break out and cover the whole 
body, of which they are members, with its defilements. But these things 
are left to the care of Jesus Christ. For the present I shall only say, that 
on this supposition, that God has revealed himself as Three in One, He is 
to be so considered in all our worship. And therefore in our initiation 
into the profession and practice of the worship of God accordini; to the 
Gospel, we are in our baptism engaged to it, in the name of the Father, 
and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost. TMs is the foundation of ' our 
doing all the things that Christ commands us ;* to this service of God as 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, we are solemnly dedicated ; each being 
equally participant of tiie same Divine nature." 

Viewed in the light of such a service, or brought into the presence 
of a noble theology such as this, Sabellianism, and its modem type in 
Socinianism, appear more like spectres from the tombs, than spirits 
sent from heaven. They sink into a contemptible insignificance, and 
retire abashed from a religion that supplies to us a Divine Father to 
bless us, a Divine Son to redeem us, and a Divine Spirit to renew us to 
a perfe<?t holiness. Yet, while we believe this, while we rejoice in the 
glorious doctrine of a Triune- Jehovah, let us not forget that it is one 
thing to admit this as an element of creed, and quite another to feel this 
truth in the heart ; that it is one thing to acknowledge a Trinity in 
Unity, but a vastly different matter to know that we are called by the 
Father, redeemed by the Son, and sanctified by the Eternal Spirit. On 
this subject the pious remarks of Dr. Jeremiah Taylor may be read with 
profit. He says : 

'' He who ffoes about to speak of the mystery of the Trinity, and does 
it by words and names of man's invention, talking of essences and existences, 
hypostasieSj and personalities, priorities in co-equalities and unity in plural- 
ities, may amuse himself and bidld a tabernacle in his head, and talk some- 
thing he knows not what ; but the good man, who feels the power of the 
Father, and to whom the Son is become wisdom, sanctification, and redemp- 
tion, in whose heart the love of the Spirit of Grod is shed abroad ; this man 
though he understands nothing of what is unintelligible, yet he alone truly 
understands the Christian doctrine of the Trinii^.'^ 

HYMN TO THE TRIXJNB JEHOVAH. 

Jbhovah — Triune God — ^thy name, 
Endures from age to age the same; 
O let thy will by all be done, 
Thou everlasting Three in One. ■ 

Jehoyah, Father, on us shine, 

Jehovah Jesus, make us thine ; 

Jehovah Spirit, help us now, 

Before the Triune God to bow. ^ 

From mom to eve, from day to night, 
Be it our service and delight. 
To praise with, all the heavenly host, 
God, Father, Son, a&d Holy Ghost 

(Nn 2. onArianiim mU appear in our- next. ^ 
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DEATH OF THE RELICT OP THE LATE MR. JOSEPH 

CARTWRIGHT. 

Dear Mb. Editor, — For the information of your readers, will you per- 
mit me to announce the death of that dear aged saint, Mrs. Cartwright, 
relicb of the late Rev. Joseph Cartwright, the eilyery tones of whose 
voice once charmed thousands of hearers in London and elsewhere. 
After having sojourned on earth nearly fourscore and five years, her 
ransomed spirit was on the 18th of May, released from the body of sin 
and infirmity to dwell for ever with Him whom on earth she loved and 
adored The poet Cowper sang, 

*^ My boast is not that I deduce my birth, 
From loins enthroned, and mlers of the earth ; 
But higher far my proud pretensions rise, 
The child of parents passed into the skies." 

Such was the boast of the dear departed ; her father, the Rev. Wm. £n- 
tvistle, was not only a soldier of the cross, but an able minister of the New 
Testament. In very early life a change was wrought in our deceased 
friend, whereby she shunned not to confess her Saviour, on whom the best 
afiections of her heart were centred, and thus was qualified for the 
station which she was appointed to fill, as the wife of an eminently 
godly minister, in which relation she was an active help-meet. A 
character based upon religious principles must command respect, and her 
consistent and upright conduct for seventy years is indeed most honour- 
able, and redounds to the glory of Him who thus in the days of her 
childhood called her from darkness into light and sustained her all her 
journey through. *But although the uprightness of her deportment was 
excelled by few, yet no one could be less desirous of claiming heaven on 
the foundation of personal merit, no one more sensible of her desert as a 
miserable sinner, and as such found no solid ground to rest her 
eternal salvation on but the promise of undeserved mercy. The heaviest 
affliction of her life was in 1861, when she endured the loss of him who 
had been her beloved and revered companion through so long a portion 
of her journey in the wilderness of life. She was now taken under the 
hospitable roof of her daughter, but the remainder of her life was more 
or less a life of pain and suffering. Yet who that knew her and conversed 
with her in her affliction does not remember her cheerful countenance 
and sparkling eye when Jesus and salvation by Him was the theme of 
conversation 1 When her health permitted she was a constant attendant 
at the house of God, where you, dear sir, then ministered, and your 
ministrations were to her profitable, inducing holy vigour and spiritual 
refreshment, yet clouds would sometimes overcast her soul, and being 
more of a doubting than a forward turn of mind, her faith was, at times, 
weak ; added to which, the paroxysms of pain she was subject to, so 
depressed her spirits, that sh« could not refrain from weeping. The 
sickness which terminated her life was short, Ihit long enough to evidence 
where her faith centred. A confirmation of the truths she had for 
seventy years believed, and which, at the dose, redounded to the glory 
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of Him whom Rhe bad for so long a period delighted to extol. Her 
proneness to wander she lamented, but in the sweet words of her 
Saviour, she found peace, ** Fear not, for I have redeemed thee." Ap- 
proaching dissolution did not discompose her, but as nature was sinking, 
she the more earnestly desired to leave the tabernacle of mortality, and 
to take possession of the house not made with hands, eternal in the 
heavens. Her experience was not of the rapturous kind, but she felt a 
happy composure in resigning herself into the hand of Grod^ exclaiming, 
" I long to depart, oh, that the time was come ;" " Come, my sweet Jesus, 
when shall I be with thee ?*' The seat of her disease being the brain, 
she was for many hours in a state of unconsciousness, and falling asleep 
did not awake, but breathed her soul into the anns of everlasting love. 
I am, dear sir, yours &c., R. HUTCHINGS. 

MRS. HEPHZIBAH WALLER, OF DIOKLEBURGH, NORFOLK 
Who Departed this life, May 3rd, 1868, aged 50 years. 

As drawn up by her son John, and presented to his pastor, Mr. B. 
Taylor, of Pulham St. Mary. 

Dear Pastor, — On Lord's-day, Feb. 24th, 1867, my beloved mother 
was obliged to take to her bed. Three or fiiur weeks prervious to this, 
she complained of pain in her right side, which increased so much, that 
her medical adviser deemed it proper she should keep her bed for a week 
or two, hoping this might afford some benefit. The Lord's thoughts, 
however, are not as our thou&:hts, for he had designed to try her as gold 
is tried ; for she was called to pass through a severe affliction, suffering, 
incessantly, the most excruciating pains. Although many things were 
tried to afford her ease, she daily grew worse ; her case being beyond 
medical skill ; none could afford the least benefit only that God, who did 
great things for her, whereof she was glad. At times, her pain was 
Tery great, so that, like Job, she chose death rather than life ; however, 
there was a needs be for all her afflictions, fior '^ the Lord dot^ not 
afflict willingly, nor grieve the children of men." My dear mother 
applied herself closely to reading, when she was able ; and during the 
time of her lying in bed, she read the Word of Crod quite through ; 
Smith's '^ Streams of the Desert ;" also '' Fruit from the tree of Life," 
and your ^^ Scraps and Crumbs,'' these bo<^s were much blessed to 
her; she frequently obtained a meal for her soul through reading them. 
A chapter on the elect of God, in the ** Streams of the Desert," was 
made precious to her ; for she found that Jehovah had chosen his people 
in the furnace of affliction. The Word of God, the above books, and 
two sermons you preached of sweet memory to my dear mother ; and 
also your pleadings for her at a throne of grace, enabled her to bear her 
sufferings with patience and resignation. She was one of those who 
could not say much about what she felt, as you know, but bhe spoke 
noftny sweet things to you, declaring among the rest, that my poor sup- 
plix^ations in her behalf and the aforesaid sermons from Job xxiii. 10, 
aad Song of Solomon ii. 16, had been greatly blessed to her. She said 
these were times never to \k forgotten ; and that when she talked about 
these things, they caused her to forget her pain. She frequently said 
that if she could have walked, die should iLflrveatteaded your ministrj ; 
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and that if it pleased God to raise her up again, she hoped often to go and 
hear you, for that she loved you for the truth's sake, bhe said she believed 
she might have attended the Established Church till the day of her 
death, without getting any real benefit ; for, to use her own words, she 
said about two days before her death, '^ How I should like to see dear 
Mr. Taylor, for had I attended church to the day of my death, there is 
no reason to believe that I should have received the good I got under 
his preaching, conversation, and pleadings at a throne of grace." She 
said the clergyman did not preach into her heart ; and that what he 
said was not heart searching. Not long before her departure, she said 
she could see the gates open for her, and the bright angels stand ready 
to receive her; she exclaimed, " Oh I the sweet music I oh ! the sweet 
music !'' She repeated the whole of that sweet hymn of Toplady's : — 

" Bock of Ages, shelter me ! 
Let me hide myself in thee !" 

Requesting me to read a psalm, I did so, after which she wished my 
father to kneel down, asking me to pray, saying, it might, perhaps, be 
the last time. I said, 

" Mother, when do you expect to find ease?" She replied — 

" When the Lord calls me." 

It seems she thought a great deal about my father, for she earnestly 
entreated you to call and speak to him ; * she further said she could not 
forget carrying me in her arms to hear you preach, little thiuking at 
that time that I should be called by grace, and the comfort she should 
have from' my prayers. The last time you visited dear mother, she sank 
fast after you left; but reviving, quite unexpectedly to us all, she 
requested us to sing, 

" Lord, how delightful His to see. 
A whole assembly worship Thee." 

To this hymn she sung the tune of ^' Derby," and as loud as I ever heard 
her sing. At half- past three o'clock in the morning, May, 3rd, 1868, 
my beloved mother fell asleep in Jesus, after aufiering most acutely for 
sixteen months. 



Bethnal Gbeen. — The note, and enclosure for distribution, has been 
variously dispensed. We forbear to print the written acknowledgments 
of grateful recipients ; but if benefactor will give name and address, 
full details will be forwarded. No one unacquainted with the condition 
of even the Christian poor in our district, can form the slightest idea of 
the pain, the poverty, and the dying misery endured by many, yea, by 
multitudes. "We could with real pleasure, dispense pounds weekly, in 
only giving small portions o; wine, bread, <fec., &c., to the most afflicted 
and needy. Large numbers of widows are now congregated every week 
in two places ; but where the standard of an experimental knowledge of 
Divine truth is not maintained, eveiy species of imposition may creep in. 
We confine our efi^Drts and help to the well-known saints of the Lord's 
family. C. W. B. 

13, Victoriia Park road, South Hackney. 

* After iier deeeftse. 
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CHRIST OUR ALL IN ALL. 
Bt the Author of thb Hymn, "Just as I am.^* 



I VESD no other plea 

With which to approach my God 
Than His own mercy, boundless, free, 

Through Christ on man bestowed 
A Father's love, a Father's care, 
Receives and answers every prayer. 

1 need no other priest 

Than One High Priest above ; 
HiB intercession ne'er has ceased 

Since first I knew His love. 
Through that my faith shall never fail, 
Even when passing death's dark vale. 

I need no human ear 

In which to pour my prayer ; 
My great High Priest is ever near, 

On Him I cast my care. 
To Him, Him only, I confess. 
Who can alone absolve and bless. 

I need no works by me. 

Wrought with laborious care, 
To form a meritorious plea, 

The bliss of heaven to share. 
Christ's finished work, through boundless grace, 
Has there secured my dwelling-place. 

I need no prayers to saiiits. 

Beads, relics, martyrs' shrines ; 
Hardships 'neath which the spirit faints. 

Yet still sore burdened, pines. 
Christ's service yields my soul delight. 
Easy His yoke. His burden light. 

I need no other book 

To guide my steps to heaven. 
Than that on which I daily look, 

By Crod's own Spirit given ; 
And this when He illumes our eyes, 
" Unto salvation makes us wise." 

I need no holy oil. 

To anoint my lips in death ; 
No priestly power my guilt to assail 

And bless my parting breath. 
Long smce those words bade fear to cease, 
** Thy faith hath saved thee ! go in peace. '^ 

I need no priestly mass, 

No purgatorial fires. 
My soul to anneal, my guilt to efface, 

When this brief life expires. 
Christ died my eternal life to win. 
His blood has cleansed me from all sin. 

I need no other dress, 

1 uive no other claim, 
Than fiis imputed righteousness; 

In Him complete I am. 
Heaven's portals at that word fly wide ; 
No passport do I need beside. 
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NEW BOOKS. 

Service ai Home for tJie Young 
Folks in Schools and Families^ for 
Wet Simdays and Winter Evenings, 
By David D. Doudney, D.D. Lon- 
don; W. H. Collingridge, Ac. 
Another handsome volome from the 

gm of an unusually industrious 
iyine, and from the press of one of 
the first printers and publishers in 
the city of London. The preface, 
the arrangement, and the contents 
of this volume, are admirable and 
suitable. In many families the 
volume will be found useful ; and to 
all interested in such an enterprize, 
the undertaking will, doubtless, be a 
great success. No minister of Christ's 
Uospel in our time will leave behind 
him so many standing memorials of 
intense mental and editorial labours 
as will Dr. Doudney — whose Irish 
and English productions through the 
press are numerous, essentially bene- 
ficial, and of a permanent character. 
For generations to come (if the pre- 
sent dispensation shall continue so 
long) will the writings, printings, and 
editorial fruits of our good friend 
'^Old Jonathan*' prove a rich spi- 
ritual blessing. Dr. Doudney is not 
quite another Dr. Gill; his bones 
and sinews are not so masculine. 
Dr. Doudney is not a new edition of 
Dr. Robert Hawker ; his streams of 
eloquence are not so full and free, 
nor are his arguments so mighty, 
nor his periods at all times so finished. 
Dr. Doudney is not William Hun- 
tington over again ; nor has he the 
poluhed rhetoric of the beautiful 
Augustus Toplady, or the strong 
mental stamina of the famous Bo- 
maine. Gill, Hawker, Huntington, 
Toplaine, and Bomaine, are all with 
us still. Though they have gone to 
rest ; in their standard works they 
continue to speak to us. There was 
no necessity that new editions of 
these men should be given to the 
Ohurch. The times in which we live 
call for some simple, some experi- 
mental, some brief condensation of 
the whole of the truth as it is in 
Jesus, something which our busy 
people may read as they run. This 
Dr. Doudney gives them in a variety 
of forms. 



LOVE. 

The fibst Hymn of W. House, at 
Saxmukdham. 

" Beloved !" how dear! 
As in Immanuers name, 
There's nothing brings our souls so near 
As this immortal flame. 

Love is the highest grace, 

Nought equals it on earth ! 
It sun-like shines, in Jesus face. 

And is of heavenly birth. 

Love is of God ; and he 

First freelv loved us well. 
Our love to him is poverty 

His love ! 0, who can tell ? 

Lovers bosom is so large, 

It takes in all that's right. 
And we were wrong, but got discharge ; 

A clearance in God's sight. 

Love hath a robe so wide. 

To cover every sin ; 
Hide we, hide in Jesus' side. 

We're clean; for ever clean. 

We one another love. 

Because love is of God ; 
This offspring cometh from above. 

The new birth undeisteod. 

Pretended love's worth nought, 

It may have pleasing turn, 
But all guile will to shame be brought, 

When earth and skies shall burn. 

To love we can but yield, 

And then we cannot cease ; 
For in the pleasant Gospel field. 

There grow the flowers of peace. 

The rose of Sharon there. 

The violet puritv ; 
The lily of the valleys fair. 

And all that fragrant be. 

Love is the breath of heaven, 

The air is all perfume ; 
And through th«» blessings Christ hath 
given, 

We're saved from sin and gloom. 

Jehovah, Three One, love, 

O may it in us dwell, 
Its sweetness may we daily prove, 

And of its wonders telL 

Love oometh down so strong, 

To fit for yonder place, 
And then eternity along, 

We'll praise the Triune gpnce. 

The ABC Church and Chapel 
Directory furnishes a f uU and correct 
guide to all liondon chapeLi and 
ohurches, andminicfters. 
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THE SUFFOLK AND NORFOLK BAPTIST ASSOCIATION. 

To G. N., Preston, Lancashibe. 



Dear George, — KnowuDg you to be somewhat extensively acquainted 
with Suffolk, and many of its inhabitants, and that you always feel a 
very deep interest in the cause of the dear Kedeemer among the churches 
of the Baptist denomination, and, although now far removed, yet, from 
an old friend you like to hear occasionally as to how religion is moving 
on in these parts, as far as we can judge by the outward appearance, for, 
while 'tis God's prerogative alone to look into the heart, 'tis ours to 
look outside, and thereby discover of what sort the tree is by the fruit 
it bears. I intend in this letter to give you a little sketch of this yearns 
Association; the meetings of which were held on June 9th and 10th, at 
Waldringfield, about four miles from Woodbridge, and a long seven from 
Ipswich, quite an out of the way place ; the Baptist chapel is situated 
on one side of an extensive heath, close by the road side, it is a very 
nice chapel for a country place, and is capable of accommodating a good 
sized congregation. Mr. Henry Last is the present minister, he has 
here been very well received, and is greatly respected, much good has 
been wrought by his instrumentality, and many precious souls have here 
been fed and strengthened to tread the heavenly road. The pastor and 
people are struggling on, cheered by encouragements amidst many 
difficulties. 

Snre we must fight, if we would reign, 

Increase our courage, Lord ; 
We*ll bear the toil, endure the pain. 

Supported by thy word. 

Four have been baptized this year, they have 112 members, and a good 
school. 

You are aware I am of a somewhat migrating turn in my manner 
of life and calling, so, in writing, I am a regular rambler, and am likely 
to hop from twig to twig without much order or ceremony, but never 
make the least pretensions to perfection or correctness, so you must make 
out my scrawls as well as you can, and* attribute all blunders and im- 
perfections to my incapacity and weakness. 

This summer my hap was to visit the south-east portion of Suffolk, 
and had you been staying with me for the last fortnight at the beautiful 
watering place of Felixstowe, I should on the morning of the 9th 
have tried the soundness of your feet by asking you to accompany me 
at my pace, through Faulkenham, Kirton, Newboum, and on for Wald- 
ringfield. We should leave Walton on our left hand, where for several 
years the Gospel's joyful sound was trumpeted forth by that solid man of 
God, Mr. Thomas Hoddy, now of Horham ; but in respect to sterling 
truth, the fine gold has become dim, and souls who go longing for pure 
and precious, soul-saving, discriminating manna, will be very likely to 
leave as they went. Oh ! how fond people are of flesh-pleasing preadung, 
while an honest minister who sets forth that Gospel which separates tile 
precious from the vile, is cast out and cast off as unfit for this worlds 
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and from no class of men do God's own ministers receive more frowj9« 
than from the high towering professor, and no class of men are better 
hands at persecuting the saints than some professed ministers of God. 
You are aware, dear George, we have seen and heard enough of this in 
our native country, but all the church's enemies are chained, and can do 
no more than shall result in God's glory and the saved people's good. 

On approaching the very large heath land at Waldringfield, the 
Association tent appears in sight ; it has this year a new top covering, 
but our beautiful weather afforded no proof of its strength and ability 
to protect the people from getting wet. When the first glance of the 
tent was obtained, my mind was instantly led to contemplate the en- 
campment of the Israelites in the wilderness, when God's miraculoiis 
interposition was seen, in protecting and supplying that immense host 
of people, and O the sweet thought, the God of Israel is our God too, 
and His mercy endureth for ever. The services of the day commenced 
with singing, reading, and prayer, and Mr. Bland, of Beccles, opened 
the business by a few appropriate remarks, reading the articles, rules &c^ 
and called for the letters from the various churches. 

Letters from all the churches were read, with two exceptions, viz., 
Clare and Glemsford. Some of them were quite interesting, and 
instructive, like so many little refreshing showers of rain upon ibe 
thirsty land. Some were long and dry, and the best of them were those 
which were unpolished, which aimed at only telling out in simplicity, 
what God had wrought. Some were very small in their pretended 
greatness, and these I leave out altogether, but will just give you a few- 
extracts from notes taken by myself and some few other friends on the 
occasion. I have been in the habit of visiting these annual gatherings 
for more than thirty years, that is, occasionally, when I could get at them^ 
but I never witnessed so few people present, as on the first day this 
year ; the tent was not near full during the time the letters were read, 
and in the afternoon about 400 were present. You are aware that 
most of the ministers and messengers belonging to the society are 
away from the afternoon public meeting on association business. I 
never witnessed so few ministers present who were unconnected wit^ 
the society ; not one from London that I knew anything of, but it was 
said that a solitaiy one was there, but neither myself nor any comrades 
knew anything of him. The Halesworth church has had sore trials in 
the loss of friends, <Sz;c., yet things look encouraging, one baptized, four 
dead. At Eattlesden, the different agencies employed in the cause are 
Well attended ; four baptized. The Eriston letter complains of the want 
of life and activity, yet there is a holding fast by the blessed 
doctrines of the Gospel, but no great success has this year attended 
them. At Grundisburgh five have been added by baptism, 
and five have died. The churches at Hoxne and Laxfield are 
^igWy favoured still ; Mr. Sears is greatly blessed in the Lord's 
work, the cause is prospering, the means of grace well attended, and 
seems to be much enjoyed, eleven have been baptized, there are now 267 
members, and 210 scholars. Mr. Masterton at Hoxne, is beloved, earnest, 
laborious, devoted, and very successful; God honours him, the word 
is greatly blessed, thirteen have been baptized, eighty-two members, and 
186 Sunday scholars. Another cause in that part of the county, viz», 
Rishangles is also very highly favoured, twenty-one have been added by 
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baptism. These churches are not at all afraid of being disestablished, 
nor need those ministers cringe for state patronage and pay ; they live 
and labour in the affections of the people, set an example worthy of 
imitation, and their arms are upheld by the prayers, sympathies and aui of 
their respective churches. The cause of God at Pulham St. Mary, 
enjoys many mercies, the ministry of Mr. B. Taylor is well receiv^ 
the Lord blesses the word preached, and souls are saved. A new gallery 
has lately been added to the chapel for the school, and other necessary 
alterations made, which are all paid for. This looks well, the hearts of 
the people are in the work. 

The past has been a very melancholy year for the cause at Chars- 
field, Mr. Thomas Leggett, the pastor, died March 21st, and about a 
fortnight later, their former pastor, Mr. John Runeckles, aged eighty-four 
years, committed suicide, having spent about half a century in preaching 
the Gospel. Dear George, what are we to say of such thmgs 1 'tis very 
solemn, for a man to make a profession of love to Christ, preach the 
Gospel, and seem to be an ornament to Christianity, yet die by his own 
hand. When you again write just tell me if you know of any Scripture, 
that will encourage one to hope a self-murderer is gone to heaven ? 1 
confess myself greatly staggered by such events, and don't know what to 
say. 

The little church at Great Ashfield, have experienced many sorrows 
since Mr. Wm. Snell left them. A little more than twelve months 
ago, a Mr. Henry Cooper went among them, and bitterly the people have 
repented since then for being so hasty on that occasion. The letter stated 
that although the cause had been suffering very much from the ill effects 
of this minister's conduct, so that many of the congregation left in con- 
sequence, yet the members, one and all, had continued at their post, 
** ail honour to them for their conduct,'' (said Mr. Hill who read the 
letter). Echo says, all honour to those members for continuing true to 
the cause, in time of trouble. 

Mr. Henry Backhouse, of Bury St. Edmunds, is now preaching to 
them, whose quiet manner, and searching ministry, will, I trust, be 
very useful among them ; he has entered on a second six months' call to 
speak in the Lord's name. 

Mr. Field, from Beccles, has gone down to Hadleigh, under encourag- 
ing circumstances ; three have been baptized. The church at Tunstall 
is without a pastor, Mr. Baker has left, troubles have attended them, 
they respectfully presented Mr. Baker with a new suit of clothes when 
he left them. Fressingfield church records the Lord's mercies through 
another year. Mr. Caleb Broom, late of Little Stonham, is preaching 
there under twelve months' call, and Zion's Head seems to be 
prospering his way, five have been baptized, and other encouraging 
circumstances are also seen. The Saicmundham church has suc- 
ceeded in obtaining a minister likely to be useful there, a 
Mr. House, of Hounslow, they seem to set steady steps; Mr. H. ac- 
cepted an invitation for one, four, and six months, respectively, the 
minister and people both deserve credit for their cautious manner of 
acting. A bazaar was held on May 7th, in the Market hall, the use of 
which was granted on the occasion, for the purpose of raising a fund to 
pay off the debt of £65 reniaining on the chapel ; when the sale closed, 
the proceeds were found sufficient to pay off the debt. On the second 
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day, a tea meeting was held, at which Mr. Sears, of Laxfield, presided, 
and an interesting eVening was spent. You know, dear G^rge, I don't 
much like these fancies to get money for chapels, but different people 
have their difierent tastes. Mr. Kiddle has settled down at Lowestoft, 
has been afflicted in person and in family, was publicly recognised last 
month, their chapel debt is felt to be a burden, and they beg other 
churches to help them ; the cause is growing. The Aldringham cause 
looks rather better than it did last year, some of their troubles are gone, 
bat they hare still days of sadness as well as days of gladness j five have 
been restored to them, they have not forgotten their folly in so hastily 
laying hands on a late minister, ai*e still without a settled ministry ; Mr. 
Churchyard, late of East Bergholt, is often supplying for them, have 
still a debt of X20 on the chapel. The cause at Yarmouth is making 
but slow progress ; Mr. Suggate is still preaching there, he finds it hard 
work and inconvenient, being all the week engaged in business, and 
having to travel so many miles. Mr. Hosken is labouring at Gilden- 
crofb, Norwich ; five have been baptized, and three stand proposed for 
baptism. They would like to see the teachers and many of the elder 
children of the school join the church ; there are seventy members, and 
112 children. Bradfield St. George is as yet favoured of the Lord, and 
Mr. Wright seems useful there, and is highly esteemed. 

Tou, dear George, would doiibtless like to hear more from other churches, 
but my time and patience are almost gone for this work at present, perhaps 
you will yourself be in Suffolk if spared until next year, when the Associa- 
tion is to hold its meeting at Somersham, which is by far a better locality 
for it. I must, however, just give you a few hints more about Waldringfield 
meeting. The Moderator stated at the close of the letter reading, that the 
letters altogether reported 124 as having been baptised, and a clear increase 
to the churches of 55, last year the number baptised was 95, and then made 
an appeal for money to assist the churqhes who were in need of help ; some 
of the Ipswich traders were very kind in making provision near the tent, to 
refresh poor mortal bodies, but very likely they had some other end in view, 
besides providing accommodation for others ; the genteel people you know, 
some of them, at least, patronise the spread that is made for the m6re 
fortunate race of mankind. This marquee was well stored with the good 
things of this life, and very handsomely decorated by the able hand of our 
old friend Mr., John Yince, of Bildestone, who stands almost unequalled in 
Suffolk for taste and talent in this business. 

At half-past 3 o'clock we again repaired to the tent for the afternoon 
service, on the platform were Mr. Willis, now of Zoar Chapel, Ipswich ; 
Mr. Woodgate, of Otley ; Mr. Wm. Leggett, of Oransford ; Mr. Pawson, 
late of Aldringham; and Mr. Masterson. of Hoxne, who conducted the 
service. He commenced by singing that lovely sweet hymn, 440 selection, 
^'Come, let us join our friends above," &c. Mr. Woodgate read Ephesians 
2nd, and offered prayer, Mr. Leggett sung 218 selection, '^ Faith adds new 
charms to earthly bliss," and Mr. Wims took as the foundation of his 
sermon Matthew xvi., 18. The discourse was well composed of the great 
foundation truths of the gospel of Jesus Christ, ''Upon this rock I will 
build my church, and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it ;" these 
(said the preacher) are the words of Jesus, words, the like was never spoken 
with such love and affection. On referring to the verses preceding the text, 
Mr. Willis said, Jesus needed no information for himself, but the question, 
was asked to arouse the attention of the disciples, and to draw forth from 
Peter that noble confession of faith, he being always spokesman for the rest. 
And the Lord Jesus in substance said, on this, the substance of thy con- 
fession, on this rock I will build my church, Christ himself is the rocK here 
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spoken of, and not poor Peter, as the papacy and other kindred systems 
have said, they are but awful perversions of the sacred text. Some com- 
mentators have said when the Lord uttered these words, he placed his hand 
on his own dear breast and said, '^ On this rock ;" and in this light Peter 
evidently understood the words, for in his Epistle he quotes the Old Testa- 
ment scripture in proof of Jesus Christ being this rock or foundation. 
The idea or symbol of a building is one of the many figures used in the 
word to represent the church, sometimes as a congregation, sometimes a 
number of congregations, sometimes the whole church on earth is meant, 
and again, the whole church in earth and heaven. The church visibly on 
earth is composed of a kingdom of saints, governed by laws from heaven, 
the immunities of the church are from heaven, and its glories are for ever 
and ever. Ist, in doctrine, the text teaches, the one true and living God, 
on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of hell shall not prevail 
against it. 2nd, that the Messiah is the Son of the living God. 3rd, the 
Son and the sent of God is consecrated and set apart for the special purpose 
of delivering the church from nature's ruins and Satan's dominion, and to 
build them up a spiritual edifice for God's glory, and it follows, that in him 
alone is salvation ; these are the doctrines the Apostles held, take them 
away, and where is the foundation for a guilty sinner s hope 1 The church 
of Jesus is securely fixed upon this immutable rock. Mr. Willis' here made 
reference to the letter from the Laxfield Church, which exulted in the 
thought, there is no fear of the church's disestablishment, here fixed for 
ever it remains ; some ideas were also given as to what the materials are 
composed of with which this edifice is reared, living stones, built up a 
spiritual house, dug up from nature's quarry, and fitted and polished by 
God's own gracious hand, to show forth the wisdom and glory of his own 
sovereign grace. Such, dear George, is a faint outline of this Gospel sermon, 
it was generally of a sound doctrinal character, yet the introduction of a 
few more experimental sentiments would have been edifying and instructive. 
And although to a large portion of the company present the sermon was in a 
sense new, yet to some who listened to about the same discourse a few 
week's before, there seemed a lack of freshness and originality, but I must 
yet beg your indulgence to a very short reference to the latter part of this 
sermon. The building of the church, in one sense, was consummated on 
Calvary, after the twilight of the law, the star light of prophecy, &c. The 
instrumentality employed may be human, but the agency is divine. What 
a wondrous work ! The formation of the universe was wonderful, in speaking 
the world into existence, but more mighty in redemption, God shed no tear 
in creation, but Jesus wept, bled, and died in accomplishing the mighty 
work of redemption. All means are appointed by Jesus, and no means that 
he does not appoint and approve will build up the church, the preaching of 
the Gospel and the ordinances are employed, but we m\ist have them just as 
they are laid down. Then there is the means of prayer, for without prayer no 
means will be effectual. Then there was the perpetuity of this edifice, the 
gates of hell shall not prevail, &c. That is, hell's policy and accusations, 
the gates mentioned have reference to the places of judgment, in the original 
it is the gates of Hades, here the preacher launched forth in exposing the 
weakness, wickedness, and foUies of priestcraft, popery, its purgatory, <!rc, 
but I must not quote more. 

Mr. Wm. Leggett read and sung the 163 selection, Mr. Masterson made 
a very earnest appeal for help on behalf of the Association Fund, and did 
look so sympathising and pitiful that I was forced to give an extra sixpence. 
Mr. Leggett concluded the service by prayer. I cannot here attempt to give 
you the history of the proceedings in the other services, as I fear I ^ve 
already gone too far and shall tire your patience. "Mx. Brunt, now of 
Orford Hill, Norwich, preached in the evening. Prayer meetings 
were held on the morning of the second day at six and nine o'dock; 
and in the forenoon. The first Association sermon was preached by 
Mr, Hill, of Stoke Ash, " Say unto my soul, 1 am thy salvation," 
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Psalm XXXV. 3rd verse. It was what may be justly called a great sermon, 
full of heavenly truth, and delivered with much judgment and ability ; it 
seemed almost to exhaust the inexhaustible subject of salvation, embraced 
every conceivable point, and just about wore out the physical strength of the 
preacher. The second, or afternoon sermon, was by Mr. Sears, of Laxfield^ 
and although in point of order, compactness, and preaching power, it might ^ 
not compare with the sermon by Mr. Hill, yet the lack of these qualities 
were fully compensated by the variety, the freshness, originality, and 
adaptedness tp interest and edify a mixed company of hearers. The congrega- 
tions on the second day were very laxge, and, according to outward ap- 
pearance, all things went on comfortably. Two churches have this year 
joined this Association, many other matters I might refer to as being con- 
nected with this year's Association, such as the German Mission, the last 
year's deputation, its costliness, its results, the light in which many look at 
and speak of it, <bc., the state of the Suffolk churches generally, the move- 
ments of some of its ministers, what is manifestly needed, &c., <Sz:c., but 
these for the present I leave, when you come over next year, shoiild you b© 
spared, you must use your own eyes and ears. Having spent my time, all 
I could spare, at Waldringfield, I wended my way for Ipswich. The walk 
across those heathlands is very refreshing, they reach more than half the 
distance to Ipswich. Faint and weary I reached my quarters in St. Matthew's, 
where for a while I locate, and now in reflection upon my journey, with all 
its pleasing features, I must be free to say, it all sinks into the shade in 
comparison with the holy pleasures enjoyed a few Sundays ago at Chelmon- 
diston, by the side of our beautiful river Orwell, when Mr. G. G. Whorlow 
baptized several friends in those waters. The day was lovely, the adminis- 
tration of the sacred ordinance looked so original ; the preacher happy ; the 
Lord was present. Good days have dawned upon that once distracted cause ; 
the loving ministry is drawing many together. On the day above named, 
hundreds of spectators on the shore and in boats on the river, witnessed 
what baptism really is, according to primitive and bcriptural order ; Mr. 
Whorlow is retired from his business, and labours among the inhabitants 
of Chelmondiston. Ipswich is not improved in a religious sense ; Popery 
and extreme Bitualism are preying upon the vitals of the town ; fashionable 
preaching among dissenters by wholesale, yet in some few places the true 
Gospel is faithfully preached ; the Church of England has its jewels. Mr. 
Poock is still labouring at Bethesda chapel. Mr. Willis is settled at Zoar 
chapel, David street, and is well received ; he is a young man of good 
abilities, stands on the rock of truth, and his labours are blessed. The 
recognition services were held Tuesday June 2nd ; Mr. Hoddy, of Horham, 
with much ability and force stated the nature of a Gospel church ; and asked 
the usual questions. Mr. Willis, detailed the incidents of his career from 
boyhood up to the present time ; his first convictions ; his call by grace ; to 
the ministry ; and the doctrines he hoped and intended to preach. Mr. 
Curtis, one of the deacons, gave Mr. Willis a hearty welcome in the name of 
the church as their chosen pastor. Mr. Wilson, of Boston, gave the charge 
and Mr. C. Hill, of Stoke Ash, preached to the people ; some said they never 
heard Mr. Hill speak better. 

The congregation at Stoke Green chapel, have now a settled minister ; a 
sad loss has lately come upon them, in the death of their much valued old 
friend Mr. Robert Lacey. A young minister named Griffin is also settled at 
Salem chapel, from Mr. Spurgeon's college, and it is now understood that 
Mr. Cox vnll shortly leave the cause in Burlington chapel. Mr. Cox is what 
may well be called, the father of this cause ; for by his exertions the congre- 
gation was got together, and an excellent chapel built ; it is said by some, his 
religious views are somewhat altered. 

I should like a few others whom we love in the Lord who are 
scattered over the g^obe, should know that we are still moving on ia. 
Suffolk ; for after all that is wrong in Suffolk, with some of its ministers and 
people in the churches, there is yet a good deal of truth adhered to. I often 



216 



THE EARTHEN VESSEL, 



July 1, 1868. 



see the Lord's comparatively hidden, unpretending, praying, wrestling worms 
are the precious, the most precious sons Zion has ; they wrestle, strive, and 
with Jacob's God they prevail. It is not the great self-important, high- 
towering lordlings, who are the salt of the earth.— Hoping to meet yon in 
glory, H. M. 



TO THE CHUBOH AND CONGREGA- 
GATION WOESUIPPING IN THE- 
BAPTIST CHAPEL, OABTLEREAGH 
STREET, SYDNEY, AND TO ALL 
THE FRIENDS OF CHRIST AND 
TRUTH, SCATTERED THROUGH- 
OUT THE COLONIES OF AUSTRA- 
LASIA. 

My Dear Bbethbbh,— The Lordliveth, 
and reigneth, therefore the council and will 
of the Lord shall stand, and he will do all 
his pleasure. And it being the council and 
will of God that his cause and kingdom, 
in Sydney shall be sostained, our place 
of worship th.it we have bailt for the 
Lord shall not be sold ; for it is a work, 
eternal wisdom began, therefore eternal 
mercy will not forsake it, most con- 
fidently have I believed, " That the Lord 
wiU perfect this thing that coocerneth us" 
as a strict and particular Baptist Church 
of Christ, and that we, who have sowed 
in^ tears shall reap in joy. Many have 
said that it will be impossible to obtain 
the nioney and save the place from being 
sold. But 

*' Faith laughs at impossibilities, 
And says it must be done." 

No one now can doubt but that the Lord 
directed my steps to this good old country. 
Here I have been hoooured to do a great 
work, and have been strengthened and 
blessed of God to do it with all my might, 
and as a consequence the heart and hands 
of thousands hive been opened to sym- 
pathise and feel for us in the right way, 
and have helped us to the amount of 
£&!0 ! ! 

In England by very many it is looked 
upon as being a great denominationifl 
triumph, and must produce a mighty 
influence in favour of the Australian 
Strict Baptist Churches, both in the 
colonies and in England. 

Your unfeigned tnanks are due to ^e 
thousands of God honoured and blest 
Christians in this land of Chiyrches and 
Ministers of Christ, who have received, 
helped, and welcomed me in the kindest 
manner, as the saints used to do when 
they loved on6 another with a pure heart 
fervently. 

But aboye all, the Lord alone must be 
exalted, for this is the Lord's doings, who 
has done this great thing for us, <* Turned 
again our captivity, so that our mouths 
shall be filled with laughter, and our 



tongue with singing, then shall they say 
among the heathens, the Lord hath done . 
great things for them." Oh, my brethroB, 
the time will now soon come when we 
shall shont aloud for joy, and say, *' The 
Lord hath done great things for us, 
whereof we are glad." 

For your encouragement and informa- 
tion I will continue a brief record of the 
Lord's kind remembrance of me, which 
will be seen in the doors of opportunity 
opened for me to preach and lectare from 
day to day in this honoured land, hard 
work I find it to be both for body and 
mind, but I am by God strengthened ac- 
cording to my day. 

Lord'8-day,May 17.— I preached in Zion 
Chapel, Deptford, on which occasion that 
yery comfortable looking place of worship 
was filled, not only with the pilgrims of 
Zion, but with the divine presence ; many 
were the testimonies I received from the 

?eople that the Lord was in our midst. 
n the afternoon I gave an address to the 
Sunday school, after which I met the 
teachers and friends at tea in the vestry, 
and then conducted a prayer meeting up 
to the time of commencing the evening 
service. 

Tuesday, 19th. — I lectured to a good 
congregation, who listened with great 
attention. J. M. Whittaker, Esq., one 
of the deacons of the Baptist Church, 
Blackheath, took the chair, and spoke 
well and kindly on our behalf ; the col- 
lections amounted to j£12 IDs. 

Thursday, 22nd. — ^I lectured in the large 
school-room connectedwith Upton Chapel; 
collection, £2 6s. 9d. 

Lord*8-day,24th. — ^I preached in Brother 
Hall's Chapel, Clapham, that very nice 
chapel was quite full. The loved pastor 
of that portion of our Zion did indeed 
plead our cause at the dose of each 
service in a manner that did him great 
credit as a man of God and a minister of 
Christ. 

Monday, 25th. — I lectured to a very 
crowded congregation, the pastor of that 
church presided. Brethren Ponsford and 
Forthergill, whose presence occasioned 
joy unto the saints, showed themselves 
most friendly to the cause of Christ in 
Australia. The collections were really 
wonderful, considering that many of the 
friends had given to the noble collection 
of £60 1 had received when at Brother 
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PoDBrord'i, April 19. I was indescribably 
deh'gfatedwhen the amount of the collec- 
tion was made known, £32 ; I could saj. 
▼onden of grace and providence to God 
belong, repeat his mercies in your songs. 
After Uie collection a Terr dear friend, a 
member of Salem, Heard s Court, but a 
hearer of the pastor of Ebenezer Chapel, 
Wirtemburg street, placed in the hands of 
a gentleman and lady a copy of " My Los 
fiook:^' they were pleasea with it and 
gave 20b., which has made the collectioncf 
of Brother HalFs to amount to the sum of 
£S3. From a very dear friend who was 
p^ent at the meeting and lecture in Mr. 
Hall's Chapel, I receired a yery kind 
letter. 1 -will make one or two extracts : 

"1 was sorry to find you rather down 
yesterday, surely of all men you ought 
not to be in the yalley, but on the moun- 
tains, shouting 'The Lord reigneth'! 
Bat I am reminded that 'the heart 
knoweth its own bitterness,' &c. Still no 
Strict Baptist Minister has eyer done 
what you haye done, &c., in some in- 
stances you appear to be the means of 
healing the breaches, or at least bringing 
distant friends near. 

"Look here! a gentleman who saw 
joar lecture at Mr. Hall's announced, 
came, and at first he thought he would 
give half-a-crown, but as you went on, 
and got into his heart, he increased it to 
5s., and presently to 10s. On the day 
following the lecture ,he met Mr. Hall at 
the railway station, and recognizine him, 
they spoke; and before the gentleman 
left Mr. Hall, he told Mr. H. he should 
give him £5 towards his chapel debt 
There is that scattereth and yet in- 
creaseth, Ergo: if Mr. Hall had not 
had you there he would not have got the 
£5 for his church debt ; ** &c. 

Lord's-day, 31 at. — I nreached three 
times in the Baptist Chapel, Shambrook, 
in Beds. Brother Pelt, the pastor, of the 
chnrch and his good wife, receiyed me 
very kindly and made me welcome, I had 
a good day with the saints, in that very 
comfortable place of worship, I pray that 
the Lord win often fill it wi^ his glory. 

[Our brother McCure's letter came so 
late that we are reluctantly compelled 
to break it off here.] 



THE POWER OF HIS CHRIST. 

Cambbidgsshjrb. — To Richard Tyler, 
sen., £ag[., of Purlbrook Valley. Dear 
brother in the fieuth of the New Coyenant 
I am now in Cambridge, locked in a 
G^. £. B. car ; and hope to reach the great 
city this day once more. When I left you 
last Tuesday morning, on the railway 



station, it was with feelinffs of thankful- 
ness I and all the way to London I tried 
to raise my heart to the Lord in grateful 
praise for all His goodness in helping me 
to speak the word in simplicity and sin- 
cerity. The flying wings of steam soon 
gave me (through the preserving mercy 
of God) to return to my nome ; to find all 
alive and well, demanded a nobler song 
than I could raise; but "it was in my 
heart" to praise Him, althoup^h the eSotl 
was weak. I was weary with so much 
travelling, but the next morning quite 
early, you might have seen me marching 
up the Hackney road, taking my ticket 
for Swavesey, and in a hot ana dusty 
third class was I packed until nearly 
noon. Landing on Swavesey station, I 
looked about and saw no one. Thinks I, 
I must be come to the wron^ place. 
There was one word had been ahttle star 
in my soul that morning in trayelling, 
and! was not much moved. The wora 
was John's, in the Revelation, he says, " I 
heard a loud yoice saying in heaven, Now 
is come salvation, and strength, and the 
kingdom of our God, and the power of 
His Christ ; and the accuser of the breth- 
ren is cast down," &c., &c. Here I saw 
another of the beautifulsevensof the Bible, 
and the precious Word of God is so full of 
heayen's seyenfold perfections of salva- 
tion, that I can scarcely ever read the 
Bible, but I am led to see one of them» 
standing out in the most intelligent form. 
I know you are a man rising up early, and 
(when I am with you) sometimes sitting 
up late. I know you eat the bread of 
carefulness, I know you haye toiled hard 
over fifty years ; and although the wire- 
worm destroys some of the wheat, the 
rabbits out of the wood eat the oats, the 
black crows steal the cherries, and the 
cause of God has lain heiivy on your 
shoulders, stUl, prosperity has smiled 
upon you, *' the God of eternity has been 
your refuge, underneath have been the 
everlasting arms,*' and yery soon all the 
enemies will be left behind. Therefore 
when you sit down to rest awhile, ponder 
over this anthem of seyen parts in which 
John heard an angel in heayen taking the 
lead. He says, 

I. "Now is come salvation," that is, 
Jesus himself has come ; and salvation 
for the whole election of grace has come 
in, and by him. The promise of salya- 
tion came in the garden, its pattern came 
by Moses, its prophecy came by holy men 
of old ; but THS person haying salyation 
neyer came until Jesus was incarnate. 
Cannot you put your hand upon your heart, 
and say, " Now has come salyation ?" 

II. " Strength has come ; because the 
Holy Ghost descended on the day of 
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Pentecost, and kindled snch a fire, that 
all the floods of foes could never put out. 

III. "And the kingdom of our God," 
that is, the Gospel kingdom. This was 
set up in many parts of the world by 
Paul; and from his day to this, the 
builders of this kingdom have been con- 
tinued, and the work still goes on. 

IV. ** And the power of his Christ.'* 
He has power in his intercession in hea- 
ren ; and the echo of t'lat power reverbe- 
rates through the ministrations of 
thousands on earth, sinners are pierced, 
aaints are confirmed, and thus the king- 
dom grows. 

V. •• The accuser of the brethren is cast 
down." This is more in prophecy, than 
in practical power at present. The 
brethren are accusing one another, and 
will continue until a better day shall 
come. 

VI. The conquest of erery ransomed 
soul is secured. ''They overcame him 
by the blood of the Lamb ; and by the 
word of their testimony. ' ' Here you see the 
threefold action of a true faith. It looks 
to the blood of atonement, to the fountain 
opened, it applies the cleansing virtue of 
the sacrifice made on Calvary's cross, and 
it bears testimony to its wonderful power ; 
this all the happy saints have done. 

VII. *♦ And they loved not their lives 
unto the death." Here is their decision 
for Christ, and their devotion to the 
cause so near to his heart. 

I had thought to fetch a sermon out 
of this seven fold branch of the olive 
tree of grace, but hitherto it has not been 

80. 

While I stood on Swavesey station, 
wondering if I could be right, a kind of 
John the Baptist friend touched me on 
the shoulder, and beckoned me away. 
With Mr. Leach, the Swavesey pastor, 
and Mr. Parish, sen., the Dry Drayton 
pastor, I dined, then a six miles ride 
found us in Mr. Phyper's barn ; there a 
large company was gathered ; there in 
the waggon I preached twice ; and there 
fiome solemn words were sung, closing 
with, 

'' And dyiog, clasp thee in my arms, 
The antidote of death." 

At Swavesey, Mr. Leach is pastor of the 
old cause, and ministers to some hundreds 
of people. The friends in connection 
with Mr. Flanders's ministry have just 
built a new chapel. The venerable pastor 
Webb recently expired in bis own vestry. 
Mr. Parish, Jan., is pastor of the church 
at OakingtOD, and is a promising young 
man. Mr. Pung is doing g< od service at 
Oottenham, and Mr. E. G. Sdwards stands 
well at Sutton. In this county of the 



Cambs. many small churches exist ; a&d 
good ministers stand with tiiem. I mast 
not multiply words. With earnest prayer 
for your eternal welfare, I am, as ever, 

C. W. B. 
• Dry Drayton Strict Baptist church, it 
ought to be observed, was planted princi- 
pally by that honourable and favoured 
minister of Christ, Heniy Hanks, of 
Woolwich, whose departure from Dry 
Drayton has been a cause of sorrow, to 
many. That ancient veteran, the patri- 
archial Druce, whom I saw in his bed, 
with others send hearty love to their old 
pastor, H. H., but I cannot personally 
convey their kind words. 

KINGS AND THEIK CROWNS IN AN 
ANCIENT TEMPLE. 

CtTMBSKLAKD StEEBT, OuBTAIN BoAD. 

f To abridge the following report was pam- 
f ul to us. It is more cheerful than we 
UBually have them.] 

Ov& 225th anniversary was held Sunday, 
March 29th. Three sermons were preached; 
morning and evening by tha pastor; 
afternoon by Mr. Myerson. 

On Tuesday, March 31st, Mr. Silverton 
preached in afternoon; at five, a good 
number took tea in this house of God, 
which must have been dedicated to his 
service in the reign of Charles I, amidst 
the professed Protestant yet actual Boman 
Cathdio persecutions of that period. 
What wars without, and fightings withm, 
has it not seen ! ^ 

It was with peculiar feelings we actered 
for the second time this ancient BaDctsaiy 
of God's saints, who, during the first 
century, had no time for envy, jealousyt ^^^ 
rivalry, except in the cause of truth, bat 
having entered stealthily, and vdth closed 
doors they read that life word, so dear 
then, in more than one sense, and poured 
out their hearts' cries to him,'the great pro- 
vider for deliverance. 

After tea, the chapel was crammed. We 
rejoiced in the manifest success of oar 
brother Lodge, who, in person and manner 
is a very good specimen of the plain, ont- 
spoken, old Saxon race, so rare now-a-days. 
After the hymn, brother Steed prayed. Mr. 
Lodge gave a summary of his pastorate of 
four years standing ; and of the Lord's 
dealing with him and the «hurcfa, most 
encouraging and satisfactory. The Lord 
is evidently doing a work in this localit;^, 
by his servant whom he has called by ms 
grace, fitted and qualified to preach the 
unsearchable riches of that grace. Brother 
Lodge is evidently a progressing man, in 
those things which make a man acceptaUe 
to the church of God, and we feel deligfated 
amid the many who are seeking the wcnrld's 
applause and worldly show. Brother 
Lodgers ambition is of a far higher order, 
he is seaking the approbation of 'a good 
consdence which is a pearl of giaat price 
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We should like to see the chapel double 
the size, and well filled. Brother Lodge 
preaches a good Gospel. Ought he not to 
Uye of the Gospel he preaches? After 
some remarks from the chair. 

Mr. Stringer was called to address the 
meeting, who, according to his usual 
energy and warmth, spoke of the one 
glorious salvation of the blessed God, and 
of his Christ. He said, how many saints 
had been blessed, how many had been set 
at liberty ; if the walls could speak, how 
many cries and groans of God's saints 
would they record. 

A hymn being sung, Mr. Wale, of Black- 
heath, addressed the meeting. 

He observed it was the Gospel which 
brought to us news of salvation. It was 
made up of two words, " God" and " spell." 
It was " God'spell" to draw poor sinners to 
himself. The word spell had several signi- 
fications — as a fitory —here was a marvellous 
story about the Saviour ; and God's love to 
poor sinners. Sometimes as a charm; in some 
country places they put a horse shoe over the 
door to keep out the evil one ; this was very 
questionable. But he was sure God'speU 
had ; for the more men knew of the Gospel 
the mor9 and more they hated the ways of 
sin, and loved the ways of holiness. It 
was also used as a saying; there could not 
be a better saying than this, " This is a 
faithful saying, and worthy of all accepta- 
tion, that Jesus Christ came into the world 
to save sinners." 

Mr. T. Baugh next addressed the meet- 
ing. 

Mr. Steed said, " What could such a poor 
thing as he do, who had to follow three 
kings ?" I think brother Steed outdid him- 
self. He was a little calm, being before so 
manykingSfhe was dumb-foundered in their 
ai^ust presence; this was all the better 
for him, for while he spoke with warmth, 
he spoke with effect from these words, 
'•What say est thou ot thyself?" He gave 
some of the wise answers of God's saints 
in ancient days, as Solomon's in Ec. iii. 20, 
Job's in XXV. 40, Isaiah's in vi. 5, John's i. 
23, Paul's 1 Oor. xv. 9, and Nebuchadnezzer 
in Dan. iv. 36 ; and then proceeded to show 
that every sinner must approach God in 
this way before he can find mercy and par- 
don in God's salvation. 

Brother Holmes, from Camberwell, next 
addressed the meeting, who said if v^hat 
the last speaker said was true what would 
become of him to follow three kings and a 
fiery steed? He allowed Mr. Steed the 
liberty of crowning; but for his part he 
did not c#own every man who could carve 
out a few sentences. It was what those 
sentences contained was of the chief im- 
portance ; we might, in our amazement of 
men, give them more than was justly due 
to them. For the wise man said, ** Great 
men are not always wise." There was 
another way to view the matter, (no doubt 
they might reign without asking us) but 
here it appears with us, but every one of 
the Lord's people were kings; you poor 



and needy in this world, you are every one 
of you a king. You have not received 
your diadem from the hands of your fel- 
low-creatures, but from the hands of th©> 
immortal King of kings. The brightest 
crown that ever graced a mortal brow 
passed away, but yours is a crown of im- 
mortal glory, that passeth not away; eternal 
in the heavens. Crowns are sometimes 
gained hy usurpation ; not so yours ! yours 
is the gift of the dear Saviour's love, who 
won one for each and enough for all the 
disciples, and the brightest of all for him- 
self. This leads us to see what a union 
there is in the dear Saviour's work ! All 
are on the same level, and what a union — 
all stand in the same righteousness, all 
made partakers of the same grace. Then 
what was the use of the division of the 
Strict Baptists and the strife amongst them? 
One was an Earthen Vessel man, a second 
was a ZiorCs Trumpet man, a third a Voice 
of Truth man, a fourth, a Standard man, 
!Now for his part he was all of them, and 
he could easily show all the saints to be so 
too. The meeting closed at nine o'clock 
with singing and prayer, and a collection 
for the pastor, and a happier meeting we 
have seldom witnessed. May the Lord go 
on to crown our brother Lodge's testimony 
with a blessing, giving to this part of his 
vineyard peace, and continual additions, 
and no divisions for his name's sake, amen. 

• G.H. 

SAXMUND HAM.— According to notice 
the friends of the above place held their 
bazaar for the liquidation of their chapel 
debt, in the Com HaU, on Thursday iuid 
Friday, the 7th and 8th of May. Through 
the loudness of friends, and om* own 
united efforts, the tables extending nearly 
round the hall, were furnished in such pro- 
fusion as to cause some of the first visitors 
to express their conviction that it was the 
best country bazaar they ever saw. Great 
credit is due to the following persons for 
the efficient manner in which they waited 
at the stalls: — Mrs. Barnes, Stemfield 
Hall, Miss Double, of Ipswich, Miss White- 
hand, of Wickham Market, Mrs. Culling- 
ford, Mrs. House, Miss Wells, Miss King, 
Miss Scraggs, Mrs. Thos. Newman, Miss 
Barnes, and Mrs. Ba^kham, of Saxraund- 
ham. By five o'clock, the second day, the 
committee had the pleasure to announce 
that enough had been realized to entirely 
clear off the debt, with small balance over. 
The tables having been cleared, tea was 
set out, to which about 150 persons sat 
down. The whole affair was brought to a 
close by a public meeting. Mr. E. E. Sears, 
of Laxfield, presided, and was surrounded 
by the following ministers, Mr. G. Hind, of 
J&udham, Mr. G. Frith, of Saxmundham, 
Independents ; Mr. Flory, of London, Mr. 
Large, of Sudbourne, Mr. House, pastor of 
the church, and Mr. Robert Barnes, who 
had taken great interest in the affair 
throughout. The service was commenced by 
singing a hymn composed by Mr. House 
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spedil] J for the occasion ; Mr. Bedwell, of 
Halesworth, engaged in prayer. The meet- 
was one of a very interesting nature, the 
chairman^s remarks were most telling, and 
the address of each speaker of such a 
character as to well engage the attention of 
the large audience assembled. The chair- 
man having, on behalf of the church 
thanked those friends who had so kindly 
assisted them. The meeting which was 
enlivened by several appropriate anthems 
being sung was finally closed by the dozo- 
logv. Thus we desire to record to the 
praise of our great Jehovah a deliverance 
from a long felt burden, while wo feel 
deeply grateful to all who have kindly 
aided us, and by which we have been 
enabled in so short a time to accomplish 
this much desired end. We are also 
thankful that we have a prospect of an 
open baptistry the first Sunday in June. 

STEPNEY.— Cavb Adullam Chapel 
AND School Building Society. Sixth 
anniversary tea and public meeting of this 
society was held Tuesdav, Apnl 28th. 
Thomas Pocock, Esq., in the chair. The 
report shewed a balance of £174 10s. 7d., 
and grounded its appeal for further support 
on the noble object m view, the erection of 
a building for the preaching of the Gos- 
I)el and the scriptural instruction of the 
young ; thus, bv God's blessing, perpetuate 
the benefits of this time-honoured sanctuary 
as an inducement to which, called to mind 
the various associations connected with the 
place, as former pastors, including our late 
beloved and lamented Mr. Webster, with 
saints now in glory ; besides many believers 
now on their way to heaven, feeling con- 
vinced that the due influence of these con- 
siderations will ensure that amount of 
further aid which persons can afford. The 
adoption of the report was moved by 
brother Wale, of Blackheath, and seconded 
by brother Bang^, of Islington. Brethren 
Silverton, Stringer, and Steed then ad- 
dressed the meeting, enforcing the claims 
of this society upon all present. A collec- 
tion was made during the evening which 
amounted to £6 Os. 4d. A vote of thanks 
having been passed unanimously to the 
chairman, the dozologv was sung and the 
benediction pronounced which closed the 
meeting. Donations and subscriptions, how- 
ever small, by Post Office Orders, or in 
postage stamps will be most thankfully 
received by Mr. George Beynolds, of 9, 
Wilson street, Stepney, E., now preaching 
to us for six months with a view to the 
pastorate. Mr. C. 0. Abbot, of 82, Grafton 
street, Mile End, £., Treasurer, or of the 
the Hon. Sec Thomas Culyer, 91, White 
Horse street, Stepney, E., who will gladly 
afford any further intormation that may be 
desired. 

C ANTBRBUBY— The truth is 
preached in Zoar chapel, Burgate lane ; ** A 
friend" says, ** Mr. Heritage, the minister 
of that new and handsome Baptist chapel, 



in the New road often gives the people a 
good Gospel sermon. The Baptists in this 
city, have risen up in appearance, and 
in numbers, during the lEust few years. 
Not verv many years since, there was but 
one small Baptist cause ; and that was up a 
low passage; King street chapel, under 
the patronage of those influential families, 
the Flints, the Christians, the Ho wlands and 
the Ladds, was an improvement in its 
appearance, and in its enteiprizes; and 
many good men often occupied its pulpit. 
King street chapel has been destroyed 
entirely. We suppose the parties interested 
were afraid to let it remain, lest ^Hhe 
Gospel" should take possession of it. St. 
Gorge's Baptist cLapel, is quite in accord- 
ance with the times. Sir Morton Peto laid 
its comer stone, upon the condition that it 
should be Open-Communion. But, in Zoar, 
they abide by the New Testament Order; 
consequently, thev are not either a 
flourishing or a wealthy cause. Mr. Cress- 
well still ministers at Guildhall, but the 
Oongregationalists in Canterbury are not 
so grand in appearance, nor so influential 
in their audiences, as the Gongr^ittionalists 
now generally are. Over 20,000 people 
reside in this city; we do not think one 
quarter of that 20,000 can be found at any 
one time in all the churches and chapels 
put together. How is it that a city with 
so many clergymen, curates, pastors, mis- 
sionaries, &c., IS in such an heathenish con- 
dition? Whenever the Gospel has been 
set up there, it has been awfully cut down. 
The mixed and genteel ministjrations now 
to be found in nearly all the places of wor- 
ship in this clean, aristocratic, and quiet 
city, are making but little progress. Is it 
not a most alarming fact, that in a city with 
over 20,000 people there shall be at least 
one hundred clerical doctors, prebends, 
deans, rectors, curates, ministers, and 
teachers of all degrees, and yet vital godli- 
ness, and true Gospel progress, appear so 
weak? Oh! Canterbury, how painful to 
us are the recollections of bye gone days. 

CLAPHAM. — Ebenbzbr Sunday 
School. On Tuesday, May 12th, the 
second anniversary was held, when an 
excellent tea was provided for the children 
and friends, a goodly number of whom 
attended. The gathering was a very happy 
one, and after the tables were removed, a 

Sublic meeting was held presided over by 
[r. Bowe, jun., minister of Heath, Bed- 
fordshire, in the unavoidable absence of 
his father, Mr. W. K. Bowe, of Mansion 
House chapel, CamberweU. A h^mn was 
sung, and prayer offered by Mr. Knights, 
when Mr. Hawkins gave an account oi the 
school, and read a statement of the receipts 
and disbursements for the past year, which 
showed a balance in hand of £1 Os. 4d. Mr. 
Bowe, the chairman, then made an appro- 
priate speech, and introduced Mr. Webb, of 
Little Wild street chapel, who favoured the 
meeting with some valuable and interesting 
remarloB founded on the following acrostic : 
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S oldien of Ohrirt arisey 

U nite agamst the foe ; 

N Ota well your marohmg orders, 

D nw the sword with two edges, 

A drance or hold your ground, 

Y ield no quarter to the foe. 

8 ow beside all waters, 
G hoose the best seed, 
H arrow it in by prayer j 
yerit look to keep off the birds, 
Ter it look and pluck up the weeds, 
L abour and wait to Dring home the 
sheaves. 

The first part of which shewed a militanr, 
and the second an agricultural picture, lu*. 
A. W. Eaye then made a stirring ^I^oal 
from the words *^ work while it is day." The 
teachers regret, Mr. Williamson, who was 
to be one of the speakers, was compelled 
to leave at too early an hour to admit of 
his taking part in the meeting. A selection 
of hymns was sung accompanied 1^ the 
harmonium which was ably presided at, by 
Mr. Phillipsi, one of the teachers. Mr. 
Hall, the pastor, brought the meeting to a 
close.— C. Hankins, Sec. 

DAORE PABK, LEE, KENT.— The 
usual Whitsuntide services were holden at 
this pleasantly situated chapel, on Monday, 
Juui 1st. The pastor, Burliugton B. Wale 
delivered a very excellent discourse in the 
afternoon to a good company ; after which 
tea was served to the friends, who subse- 
quently adjourned to the lawn in front of 
the chapel, and with nature smiling idl 
around, they sang right joyfully, 

"A day's march nearer home,** 

and other favourite songs for Christian 
travellers bound Zionward. Shortly i^ter 
seven, the chapel being then quite full, Mr. 
Wale took the chair, and a public meeting 
was held. The pastor's statement was 
cheerful and careful ; ** as a church much 
to be thankful for — ^nothing to boast of ;" 
he was ^* never happier in the work than at 
present;" **fclt more at home than ever;" 
and knew the people there loved him more. 
Peace and umijy and a Christian loving 
spirit reig^ned m their midst Following 
the iMstor's statement^ Mr. Wall, of Grave- 
send, Mr. Baugh, of Islington, and Mr. 
Frith, of Bexlev, addressed the meeting, 
and some excellent remarks were made. 
We are glad to announce that prosperity 
and peace are now realized in a large degree 
by the Dacre Park church ; and we pray it 
may long continue and increase. We 
warmly commend the fiiends for the com- 
modious, neat and useful school they have 
erected by the side of the chapel ; and we 
are not afraid to say, we hope it will be a 
** nursery for the church." 

THELATE MRS. ANNIE MABIAMOSS, 
OF PBCKHAM. 

This aged and long-afilicted saint fell 
asleep in Jesus, June 7th, 1868, aged 72. 
Her remains were laid in the iamily grave 



at Nunhead, June 16th. In the cemetery 
chapel, at the funeral 0. W. Banks said a 
gpreat Bible principle was powerfully illus- 
trated, in the life and death of this long- 
tried child of God. Paul to Timothy said, 
*» Adam was first formed, then Eve ; and 
Adam was not deceived, but the woman 
being deceived, was in the transgression," 
consequently, the woman is thb gbxat- 
E8TBUFFERS&. Sarah wassharply tried in 
her faith ; Rebecca in her two sons ; Rachel 
died in that hour of pain when her son of 
sorrow was bom, her Benoni^ but his father's 
Benjamin; Naomi said, as many a poor 
mother in Israel has said, ^*OaU me not 
Naomi, but Marah," that is, bitter, " for the 
Lord hath dealt bitterly with me." Han- 
nah was ** in bitterness of soul ; she prayed 
unto the Lord, and wept sore ;" she said, 
as thousands in Israel have said, ** I am a 
woman of a sorrowful spirit, I have poured 
out my soul before the Lord." For her the 
Lord appeared; and for all His seeking 
saints ne will appear. That coronation 
and crowning promise in Isaiah Izii. 4, 
shews both sides of the church's state ; (1) 
** Forsaken and desolate," (2) '* Hephzibah 
and Beulah." **Thou shalt no more be 
termed f orsasen, neither shall thy land any 
more be termed desolate ; but thou shalt be 
called Hephzibah ; and thy land Beulah ; 
for the Lord delighteth in thee, and thy 
land shall be married." 

One word spoken by the Lord was verily 
true in the experience of our departed 
sister Mrs. Moss, ^^I have chosen thee in 
the furnace of affliction." God hath chosen 
his people in the covenant of grace, there 
they were adopted, and hence they are cal- 
led, ** the sons and daughters of the Lord 
God Almighty." They were chosen in 
Christ; there they were made one with 
him for ever. Not a few are chosen in 
the furnace of affliction, there they are 
crucified to the worid, and made willing 
to depart and be with the Lord for ever. 
For over twenty vears was our friend in 
the fires and in the floods ; many times 
was I favoured to kneel beside her bed, 
and plead and pray fbr her ; but the last 
wave has beat upon her shattered barque^ 
and now 

Secure from every mortal care, 
By sin and sorrow vexed no more, 

Eternal happiness she^ll share, 
She is not lost — but gone before. 

It was a mournful scene to my mind 
when her orphan sons and daughters pre- 
pared to follow her remains to the grave* 
Mr. James and Mr. William, Miss Mary, 
Miss Eliza, and Miss Sarah, and with other 
relatives, and when around the gprave W9 
stood, a solemn voice seemed to say 

There is a calm for those who weep ; 

A rest for weary pilgrims found; 
They softly lie, and sweetly sleep 

Low in the ground. 

What numbers of Christian friends whom 
I once knew have I seen laid in their grave ? 
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An I turned from the open grare, my soul 
in earnest secret cries to heaven did look ; 
while all I could desire was expressed in 
words like these. 

Oh ! my precious Gk>d and Saviour, 
Pity, pardon, my poor son! ; 

Let me live for thee, and labour 
To make wounded sinners whole; 

Then, on shores beyond the river. 
Hay I, th V great name extol ! 

Amen. C. W. B. 

3, Victoria Park road, South 
Hackney, June 17, 1808. 

[Great respect was shewn to this departed 
sister. The tradesmen around partly 
closed their shops, and some of the mem- 
bers of the church surrounded the grave. 

YEOVIL.— Many friends will be glad to 
learn that our mutual friend in the Gospel, 
Mr. George Eellaway is comfortably settied 
in the prime of his Uf e. He has furnished 
us with a striking narrative. In his note 
he says: "I have walked about twenty 
thousand miles to carry the word to the 
Lord's poor; and like you, I have often 
^ne it at a sacrifice. But, the Lord had 
determined to do something for me to help 
me. I speak every other Sabbath at the 
old cottage, and the other Sundays at 
Sherborne road chapeL I call myself a 
Baptist Itinerant. The chapel is about 
300 vears old. I have always encouraged 
the VB8SEL from the first day until now ; 
«nd I hope there are better <Uys in store 
both for the Earthen Vessbl and its 
«ditor. That the God of all grace may send 
you down a shower of blessings is the 
prayer of yours in covenant and eternal 
relationship, G. A. Kellaway. 

[We are thankful for such kind worda] 

GLEMSFOBD— Pbovxdeiice Chapel. 
The anniversary sermons on behalf of the 
Sabbath school connected wilJi the above 
place of worship were preached on Simday 
May 10th. These in the morning and 
evening by Mr. Beach of Chelmsfoi^ and 
that in the afternoon by Mr. S. Wilson, of 
Glare. The morning service was well at- 
tended, and in the afternoon and evening 
the chapel was filled to overflowing. 
The collections and annual subscriptions 
amounted to £9 14s. 91d. On Monday 
afternoon. May 11th, the teachers and 
children met in the chapel where a good 
tea was provided to which ample justice was 
done. A public service was held in the 
evening, W. Beach, Esq., presided, and ad- 
dresses were delivered by Messrs. Smith, 
Wilson, and £emp, pastor. Before dosing 
the meeting, the worthy chairman made 
some remarks relative to the clothing 
club in connection with the Sabbath 
school, stating he was glad to find that an 
increasing interest was manifest, iixere 
being now ninety»five children paying 
their weekly subscriptions. 25 per cent, 
was given to the children subscribing at 
the end of last year, and we hope to be 
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able to give a good percentage this year 
also.; we have by cash and promifie 
£7 l4s. 5d. towards the fund. The number 
of children in Sabbath school 138, teachers 
20, total 158. We desire to look niih 
thankfulness to the great Giver of all onr 
mercies, praying that his blessing may rest 
upon our umted efforts for the good of the 
Sabbath schooL 

SHEERNESS, — Zion chapel has for 
many years been the place in this town 
where the dochines and the ordinances of the 
New Testament have been maintained. 
Its recent pastors, Mr. GomeUua Slim, Mr. 
Plyer, Mr. Meirett, and others have aU 
been useful for a time; but they have 
speedily passed away. The friends here 
remember gratefully the labours of such 
m«n as Zechariah Turner, of Exeter ; W. 
W. Bennett, of Tring; Kevan, of Coin- 
brook, W. Beacock, Palmer, and others; 
but they are painfully crying out for one 
to be sent to dwell among them, as God's 
mouth, to feed, to gather, to build up, and 
to strengthen the heaois of the saints. Old 
Master Munns, the poet and precentor, at 
the age of ninety-three, lies now near to 
death. The honourable brother Stanford 
leads on the praise department ; and good 
men fill the pulpit, but, they want a pastor, 
a permanent, a practical, and a truly devout 
pastor. Mr. Bobert Banks, of Egerton, 
has preached here with much acceptance; 
0. W. Banks, his brother, preached here 
two Lord's-days; and held week-evening 
services, and we hope the Lord will enable 
him to find us a sterling minister. A 
student from the ^eat Metropolitan Col- 
lege has been sent into this isle of Sheppv ; 
and we are told a new tabernacle is to be 
buiTt, there is plenty of room (situated as 
we are in the midst of perhaps more tiian 
18,000 people) for the good old Strict Bap- 
tists yet to have a flourishing cause. The 
Lord hasten it, in his time. Your London 
ministers who preach and value the tmth 
should be more concerned for tiieir people 
in the provinces than they are. Tmnk of 
this; Tappenden, of Ashford, is dead; 
none to succeed him. Page, of Oliallock, 
is dead ; his chapel is almost closed. Beale, 
of Faversham, is dead; not one to foUov 
him. Thus it is in many parts of good old 
England. 

MINSTER IN siiipPY. — Mr. Stan- 
ford, jun., preaches in the chapel in this 
pLice. On Tuesday, May 19th, G. W. Banks 
preached here to a goodly company as- 
sembled. ^Minster" the chief church of 
the monastery, stands on a lofty hill, from 
its' summit you may see the German Ocean, 
the Medway, the Sale, the Thames^ the 
back-bone of Kent, and the Essex coast) a 
scene most delightfuL Here a few be- 
lievers dwelL 

MABKYATE STREET.— Mr. Editpi, I 
send you an account of the Xiord*s dealings 
with ua, as a little church, feeling assured 
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yon will rejoice ; if you knew all we have 
hid to pass through as a littie church since 
yoa preached the word in the cottage, you 
would say we have great cause to thank 
God, and take courage. We had been 
straggling on for a long time, and there 
were those around expecting, hoping, and 
predicting we must close our place oi wor- 
ship; thimk God they have proved false 
prophets ; for just at wat time, the Lord in 
nis good providence brought our esteemed 
brother Mr. T. Kerridge, late of Glemsford 
in our midst ; he is with us now preaching 
the glorious Gospel of our blesaed God ; 
and not without success; he is made 
instnimental in gathering in some of the 
Lord's in chosen ones. May the dear Lord 
be pleased to bring in many more. I will 
write to you again when our numbers are 
increased. On the first Lord's-day in 
Harcb, 1867, our brother was favoured to 
baptize one in the name of the Holy Three. 
She was a teacher in the schooL On the 
first Lord's-pay in June, his heart was 
made glad in naving to leaid two lambs into 
the watery grave; once scholars in our 
schooL And on the first Lord's-day of 
Hay, 1868, he was again thus honoured. 
I know he esteems it an honour to bring 
the lambs of Christ into the church. One 
of these was a scholar in our school, the 
other, the youngest daughter of my brother 
deacon. I call them lambs, because they 
are young in years. Oh, what a mercy to 
be stopped in a course of sin, in early Hfe ! 
The Lord preserve them. Another sat 
under the word a long time; has been 
greatly exercised, but was enabled to come 
TorwEuxL to follow her Master through the 
much despised ordinance ; and then she lost 
her burden. Also a dear brother, in a remark- 
able way, was brought to hear our brother 
preach the word, he had formerly been a Prim- 
itive Methodist. We do not care what they 
have been, so that they are brought right 
at last. He, too, has been baptized, ma^g 
seven since liDirch, 1867. You see the 
Lord is with us ; we are in peace among 
ourselves. The Lord still continue to be 
with us is the prayer of his unworthy ser- 
vant, Moses Lacby. 

SUTTON, ISLE OF ELY.—the anni- 
versarv of the Sabbath school in connection 
with the Baptist cause in the above village, 
was celebrated on Lord's-day, May 17th, 
when Mr. B. G. Edwards, the pastor, 
preached the sermons, and addressed the 
parents, teachers, and children in the after- 
noon. On the Tuesday following, the 
children and friends partook of a friendly 
cup of tea, a goodly company being pre- 
sent. Li the evemng a large party of 
cfaildrMi of all sizes and ages, were seen 
enjoying themselves in the beautifai 
orchard of our very kind friend, George 
Ibberson, Esq., to whom and his beloved 



partner 
thanks. 



in me, we tender our hearty 



who sat under Mr. Isaac Comfort^s ministry 
when he was in Bamsgate, have erected a 
room to worship in, which was opened on 
Whit-Sunday. It is called " Albert street 
room. West cliff, Bamsgate." Should any 
minister of truth be in or near Bamsgate, 
they wo old be glad to hear him. Letters 
may be addressed, Mr. Henry Meader, 20, 
Liverpool lawn, Bamsgate. 

WINDSOB.— Dear brother. At Windsor, 
there is a Baptist cause ; we have met for 
divine worship in a lai^e upper room ; the 
congregation is increasing under the minis- 
try of those brethren who have sup plied ; 
Christmas, Lee, Price, and Brett. We have 
XlOO towards building a chapel ; a piece of 
ground is offered, but, we want to augment 
our funds to £400. If you or any of your 
readers could tell us how we could raise 
£250, we should be thankful, as we want 
to bmld a chapel to seat 200 persons. The 
much esteemed pastor of the Surrey Tab- 
ernacle has preached our anniversary ser- 
mons, and other highly favoured of the 
Lord's servants. We should be glad to hear 
from you at your earliest convenience. 



Signed by 



E. Smith. 
H. Eabley 
T. Lloyd, 
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Beacons. 



KNOWL HILL, NEAB MAIDEN- 
HEAD. — We have been compelled to defer 
insertion of this: so many "hard cases" 
are pressing upon us. Dear brother Banks, 
— " I perceive the notice I wished you to 
insert, relative to the Knowl HiU cause 
was omitted. Should be glad if you 
would give it aplace in your Vessel for 
next month. We are very anxious to clear 
off the debt of £91, and thus liberate the 
people from the necessity of increasing the 
mortgage on the chapeL You will see I 
have enclosed one of our collecting cards, 
and shall feel greatly obliged if you could 
make as good use of it as possible, and 
thus aid us in our effort to free the 
people from the debt now remaining £Sl, 
Praying the dear Lord may bless and nros- 
per you in your work and labour of love, 
and give you every needed blessing, I 
remain, yours in Gospel bonds. — W. 
Brown. — The card says : The people wor- 
shipping at Enowl Hill chapel, naving been 
recently bereaved of theii* beloved pastor, 
Mr. Mason, who for some years lay on a 
bed of sickness, are now in difficulty, hav- 
ing a debt of £8L Feeling that we cannot 
surmount this without the assistance ot 
benevolent friends, we affectionately appeal 
for help to a Christian public, desiring to 
ascribe all the blessing and honour to our 
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. Helpers 
together in the good work, 

lir. Chas. Yizb. 

Mr. J. Yabnbt. 

Mr. W. Brown. 
[This is a worthy case.— EixJ 
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We had on Good Friday a tea meeting, and 
addresses in the evening. Our two minis- 
ters were presented with £lO and £5 each. 
The Lord is with us ; the Word is blessed 
to our souls ; you planted, others have 
watered, God has given the increase. The 
same blessed truths preached by you here 
thirty years ago are still our comfort and 
rejoicing. Our good ministers labour to- 
gether in love and unity ; indeed, we are 
highly favoured of the Lord ; to him be all 
the praise. I was at Tunbridge Wells the 

other Sabbath, heard Mr. E , he alluded 

to baptism, and said he would rather go 
breaking stones on the road, than go back 
to water baptism. How dreadful to make 
thus light of one of heaven's commands. I 
heard brother Comfort and was pleased to 
learn things there are very encouraging. 
I hope it is a home for him. — ^Tours to 
serve, J. E. Moat. 

THE APPEAL FOR SPAIN. 

Bear Sm, — The following sums have 
been received by me in answer to the ap- 
peal, viz: — Baptist Tract Society £10, a 
thank-offering, £1, Mr. Wilson, £1, Anon, 
ds.. Anon, 2s. 6d., M. G., ds., M. L., 2s. 6d., 
J. 6. E. 5s., W. L , 5s., Minnie, Is. 6d., A 
Believer, Is. 

In addition, I have received from Mr. 
Norton, a packet of Spanish Testaments, 
and extracts from the Gospel, also Snanish 
Testaments from Mr. Mason, ana Mr. 
Heath. The Baptist Tract Society, in ad- 
dition to the very handsome gift of ^10, 
which was given for the translation oi 
some of their tracts into Spanish (which I 
have had done, and which are now in the 
hands of the printer) have further agreed 
to bear the cost of stereotyping the same, 
and of forwarding them when printed to 
SpaiUt free of cost. To them^ and also the 
omer friends who have so kindly assisted 
me, I beg to return my sincere thanks. I 
am sorry to say, however, that the Spanish 
government have renewed their persecution 
of those who profess the Protestant faith. 
A royal order has been recently issued to 
the governor of the province of Malaga, 
directing him to unite with the ecclesiasti- 
cal authorities, in diligently searching out 
the propagandism now carried on in 
Malaga and the other provinces near 
Gibraltar, by means of the distribution of 
books, contrary to the doctrines of the 
Roman Catholic Church ; and "tending" says 
the Popish writer, *'• to destroy the luity of 
our faith." *^ The said persons, " it is added, 
with the books employed by them, "shall be 
delivered up to the tribunals whenever 
found." I presume, the zeal of the Queen 
of Spain luus been aroused by the late pre- 
sentation of the " golden rose" to her by 
the Pope, whose legate, in presenting it 
designated her as the Pope^s " best beloved 
daughter in Jesus Christ, Queen Isabella." 
and extolled her for the posseetion of rare 
virtues, which those who know her best 
doubt her haying. As my appeal has met 



with the objection that we have no right to 
proselytise in aceuntry where the Frotestant 
religion is forbidden by law, I shall be glad 
if you and some of your readers will in a 
future number, ^ve me yourandtheirviews 
upon the question, whether the command 
given by Christ to his disciples (whicli ex- 
tends through all time) " Go ye into all the 
world, and preach the Gospel to every 
creature," overrides the commands of men 
or not. — Tours faithfully, 

Jabcbs Mote. 

WHITE8T0NE, NEAR HEREFOED. 
— The anniversary of the Baptist chapel, 
in Withington, was celebrated. May Slst, 
and June 1st, 1868. Three sermons were 
preached on the Sunday and Monday by 
C. W. Banks ) and at the tea-meeting large 
parties of Christian friends assembled from 
Hereford, Fownhope, Lugwardine, &c 
The services and meetings were pleasant, 
and, we trust, profitable. This is the only 
really Strict Baptist church existing in 
these immediate parts, that we have any 
acquaintance with. In the city of Hereford 
the Grospel is preached in two of the 
churchoB^ by Messrs. Venn and Kirwood. 
But while the General Baptists, and nearly 
all the other sects have a standing here, our 
particular division of the visible churcb 
has scarcely a friend. Whitestone has been 
a highly favoured spot, and we trust it will 
be again. 

READING.— Dear friend. The Lord was 
pleased to grant our dear brother Pearce a 
safe journey to Reading on Thursday, 
April 9th. We held our anniversary on 
Good Friday. About 200 partook of tea; 
the public meeting was well attended in 
the evening ; we opened it by singing and 
prayer, after which several addresses were 
delivesed. Mr. John Aldis, one of the 
oldest standing ministers in the town, came 
and welcomed our dear brother to his new 
sphere of labour here, and gave some veiy 
excellent advice to minister and people, 
wishing us Gk)d's blessing and success, 
trusting the union would prove a strong 
and lasting one. A good feeling pervadea 
the meeting, very encouraging to our 
brother in coming amongst comparatively 
a strange people. We are thankful to 
realize any smiles of the divine approba- 
tion; a more settied feeline appears amongst 
us. All praise to our Uessed Immanuel, 
who we trust in for success and increase 
of all spiritual good. Yours in best of bonds, 

A. Mastik. 

A VISIT TO WATERBEACH. 

On Whit Sunday, I went over by 
invitation to preach to the people who 
have been far and wide ridiculed as 
"Hypers" by their enemies, and whom 
I also heard not many months since, 
called so sneeringly, by the counsel 
for the prosecution in an open court 
of justice. The Baptist cause inthliTilUge 
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has obUined a painful notoriety- with the 
Cambridge magutiates, lawyen, and police, 
as also with the local newapapen, and 
many of the lowest of society. Depend on 
it, there remains yet a heavy oharffe asainst 
some person, a person to lie tried before a 
higher than any earthly tribunal. At first 
we felt with David, " Tell it not in Qath, 
publish it not in the streets of Askelon, lest 
the daughters of the Philistines rejoice, 
lest the daughters of the uncircumcised 
triumph." Howeyer, it has shamefully 
been published far and wide, and great have 
been the rejoicings of the Philistines, 
whilst the sons and daughters of the Lord 
God Almighty have dnink full cups of 
bitterness, when I arrived at the village, 
I saw some kind friends ready waiting to 
direct me where I could put up my horse 
and trap, and find a happy home that day 
for me and mine, with Mrs. Smith, son and 
daughter, whose Christian kindness was 
deeply felt by myself and those with me. 
At the time for the morning service to 
commence, we left for the place of worship 
and soon saw a very nice chapel capable of 
aeatmg about six hundred persons. I should 
suppose, built by these friends a few years 
since. A Mr. I^eale occupies there at present, 
so we had to go past with a look and a sigh 
to a bam, wherein was gathered the out- 
casts of IsraeL'* A similar painful sight 
I could hope never to behold again, among 
them were comprised all the late deacons 
of that fine chapel they built, and not only 
the seven deacons, but ten out of eleven of 
the trustees of that building, also two-thirds 
or more of the members, and the respectable 
portion of the congregation. When I 
reached the place fitted up as a temporary 
pulpit, I sat down, buried my face in my 
bands and wept ; the feeling of my soul 
then, the subsequent tenor of my preaching 
that day, and the firm conviction of my 
niind is now that in some conspicuous 
manner it shall be seen, (without there is a 
yery great ehange, without there is a bend- 
u^g) there will be a breaking of the oppres- 
wr, or the oppressors of the armies of 
Israel, by the God of Israel, whose they 
tte, and whom they serve, *' Shall not God 
ayenge his own elect, which cry day and 
iiight unto him, though he bear long with 
them ? I tell you that he will avenge them 
speedily," Luke xviii. 17, 18 ; see also Isaiah 
Ixvi. 5. It has been said by one, that no 
worse men could be chosen out of a public 
bouse than those seven deacons ; wiU anv one 
believe this statement for one moment ? and 
worse than this has been said, '* But the day 
^Udedare it " I rejoice to say, my thoughts 
towards them, and the dear friends asso- 
ciated with ihem, is exactly opposite, so are 
the churches at Iarg& as also the ministers 
among whom we find Mr. Spurgeon, their 
former pastor, who in this month's Sword 
and Troael says, page 244, "The deacons 
d our first village ministry were, in our 
esteem, the excellent of the earth, in whom 
we took great delight ; hard working men 
on the week day, they sparad no toil for 



their Lord on the Sabbath. We loved them 
sincerely, and do love them still ; though 
another minister speaks of them with a 
severity never exceeded. In our idea they 
were as nearly the perfection of deacons of 
a country church as the kingdom could 
afford ; and we wonder the present occu- 
pant of the pulpit could have found out 
faults and vices of which we never saw a 
trace." I say again, "■ The Lord will appear 
to their joy." B. G. Edwards. 

Sutton, Isle of Ely. 

BOW. — Opening of a New Baptist 
Cause, opposite the Chubch, Bow. — 
Dear brother. As I know you are always 
glad to hear of the extension of the Eedeem- 
er's kingdom, and doors opened for the 
preaching of the truth as it is in 
Jesus, as also your readers, will re- 
joice in the spread of the Gospel of the 
grace of God. It has been laid on my 
mind that there was a cause wanted at Bow, 
where the whole truth would be preached, 
and I saw a lecture hall to let, enquired 
the terms, dbc, spoke to several friends who 
met at my house, and promised to make up 
any deficiency should the place not answer, 
as all quite saw the necessity of a Par- 
ticular Baptist cause at Bow, and it was 
arranged tnat I should take the hall at 8s. 
per week^ for three months which I did 
and we arranged to open it the 24th of May, 
and our Goa had arranged to water the 
earth that day, for it ramed fast all d^,y. 
Our good brother Mr. G. Elven, preached 
in the morning from Jonah ii. 9, '^ Salva- 
tion is of the liord ;" shewing the author 
of salvation and who the recipients were. 
Mr. T. Stringer in the afternoon from 
CoL L 28 ; here he spoke of the preach- 
ing of the Gospel, and who were to preach 
it, those sent by the Lord, what it was and 
the effects that would follow the Gospel 
faithfully proclaimed; and gave a little 
wholesome advice to about eighty present. 
In Uie evening brother Elven spoke from 
John xiv. 26, on the work of the Holy 
Spirit; this was a most seasonable word, 
as there is so little Holy Ghost preaching 
in 1868, we hardly know whether there be 
any Holy Spirit. There were about sixty 
present, ana all enjoyed the services, 
thanked God and were glad. May 31st, our 
brother Mr. James Wells preached a most 
spiritual and sublime discourse from Isa. 
UiL, on the suffering of Christ, his being 
made sin for his church ; he spoke of the 
Divine and human nature of Jesus, of the 
form of man as being that which God de- 
lighted in. Our brother, seemed to have 
happy liberty, and the people heard well , 
many said never better m their lives. We 
had about 170 or more present; morning 
and evening by your numble servant, 
congregation good, also Tuesday evening, 
services well attended. I remain yours in 
the bonds of the everlasting Gospel, 

W. H. LsB. 
37, MoBtyn ro«d, Bow. 
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HOMEBTON BOW.— Special services 
were holden in the Baptist chapel, on 
Sunday, Jnne 14th, 1868. Two of the 
Taliant men of Israel delivered good, 
wholesome, old-fashioned discourses on 
tluit dav, to which many listened with 
spiritual deUght. Mr. John Foreman's 
text in the morning, was Psalm zzzi. 22, 
*'I said in my haste, I am cut off from 
before thine eyes ; nevertheless, thou heard- 
est my voice when I cried unto thee." In 
the midst of the congregation, intently 
listening to this discourse, might be seen 
elders, mothers in Israel, and some minis- 
ters, such as the venerable John Flaw, 
many years of Shaw street cause, in Liver- 
pool ; subsequently, the pastor of some of 
our midland churches ; and even now cal« 
culated to be of much use to those parts of 
Zion, where the truth is maintained ; but 
pastors have been removed. At Homerton 
row, Mr. Foreman appeared quite well, 
and, although he has preached here on an- 
niversary occasions for many years (always 
in the times of the revered V. Curtis, and 
others) yet, never was he heard to greater 
advantage. In the evening, Mr. Samuel 
Milner occupied the pulpit. A correspon- 
dent says: "On the work of the Holy 
Spirit, and on the possibility of quenching 
the Spirit, Mr. Milner was a messenger of 
much value." Mr. W. Palmer is still the 
pastor here ; and although he is no sensa- 
tional revivalist, he is one who feeds the 
church with wisdom and understanding. 
We believe the cause at Speldhurst road is 
a child of Homerton row ; and the church 
at Homerton terrace is an elderly daughter. 
That strong advocate of the glorious 
second advent of Christ, Mr. J. Osbom, 
preached at the terrace chapel on the 14th 
of June ; where some wished more could 
have heard him. Hackney^ South Hackney, 
HomertoD, DiJston, and Kingsland, form a 
multitudinous portion of the N. £. suburbs 
of the metropolis, but for the many tens of 
thousands who there do dwell, no extens- 
ively prosperous cause of the Strict Baptist 
faith and order exists. Hackney is a kind 
of central suburban city, with its wealthy 
and wide-spreading population; and now 
Mr. Hughes is mostly silent, we do not 
think a thoroughly sound ministry can there 
be found. Why is this ? 

PLYMOUTH.— For several years now, 
our church and schools have moved on in 
truth and peace, under the devoted ministry 
of our pastor F. Collins ; and as a member 
of the mystic body, I think no minister, 
deacons, people, and school teachers, could 
work in more harmony than we have been 
favoured to do. Dark prophecies, and 
little discouraging elements, have some- 
times tried us, but, still, we have been 
most wonderfully sustained. Our Sunday 
school excursion was on June 3rd, Mr. 
Collins^ and many friends, were happy in 
our midst. Baptizing service at Howe 
street, on June 4th, was solemnly delights 
f uL On June 8th, Ashbarton foinivenMury 



services wero holden. Mr. Collins preached 
the sermons, and we hope good was done. 
We aU wish the Eabthbn Vessel good 
success. Pray for 

A Watcher on the Walls. 



HARWICH.— Our pastor, J. W. Dyer 
has recentlv baptized. He has been our 
faithful and devoted minister now for five 
years ; but our strong sea-coast does not 
agree with his health. We fear he will 
remove to a more inland church. The 
Lord's blessing will go with him. 

EAST LONDON. — At Hope chapel, 
Green street, Mr. Griffith is preaching with 
good success. Some hope he wiU be the 
chosen pastor ere long. Mr. Alfred W. 
Kaye is progressing at Claremont chapel ; 
has recently baptized ; and presided at a 

Sublic meeting when a special lecture was 
elivered by Rev. Timothy Baugh. A 
correspondent says, it is expected Mr. San- 
key will be ordained as pastor over the new 
church at South Hackney. 

RYE, SUSSEX. — The anniversary of 
our Sunday school was holden June 14th. 
Our pastor, Mr. W. Gill, preached with liberty 
and delight, at Sheemess on tliat day. Mr. 
Geo. Webb, of Wild street, has visited ns, 
with edifying and evangelical words. 

STEPNEY.— Cave Aduixam. A pub- 
lic meeting was held in this place of worship 
on Tuesday, April 7th, Mr. T. Pocock in 
the chair. It was a meeting to' help on the 
Building Fund, a report was reaA, and the 
people were spoken to by brethren Wall, 
Baugh, Silverton, Stringer, and others ; the 
friends were happy and the collections good. 

NOTTING HILL.— Mr. James Wells 
preached here on Tuesday afternoon, Hay 
26th. A goodly number sat down to tea, 
after which a public meeting was held in 
the chapel; the pastor, Mr. Williamson, 
took the chair, addresses were given by 
Messrs. Attwood, Jones, Wise, Baugh, and 
Silverton. It was the twentieth anniver- 
sary of the pastor's pastorate. 

NEW NORTH RO AD.— Salbm Chapil. 
This house of God was reopened after 
painting and deaning, on Lord's-day, May 
31st Mr. Flack, the minister, preached 
morning and evening; E. J. Silverton 
preached in the afternoon. On the Monday 
following, Mr. Orowther preached in the 
afternoon ; many persons took tea, and » 
meeting was held in the evening, and 
addsBSses were delivered by several minis- 
ters. 



WOBOUBN GREEN.— Sermons were 
preached here on Menday, June 1st, by £• 
J. Silverton, of London. 

HITOHIN.— Mr. Orowther, of Gomersal, 



July 1, 186a 



AND OEBISTIAN BBCORD. 



227 



preached in Mr. Tucker's cIuumI, on 
We^esday afternoon, Jnne dra ; after 
which the friends sat down to tea. A meet^ 
ing vna held at night, and John i 1, was 
spoken from: Mr. Crowther, " That which 
was from the beginning ;*' Mr. Silverton, 
" Of which we have heard ;" Mr. Wheeler, 
"Which we have looked npon with onr 
eyes :" Mr. Hawkins, "- And our hands have 
handled of the word of life." It was a 
very happy day, we had a good sermon in 
the afternoon, and good speeches in the 
evening. 

LONG MABSTON. — Three sermo n 
were preached here, on Jnne 9th, by E. J. 
Silverton, of Trinity street, Borongh. A 
tea was provided, and many happy faces 
were round the tables. May the Ood of 
heaven bless his own word. 



BOBGUGH GBEEN.— A cheerful day 
was spent here on Tuesday, Jnne 2nd. 
Mr. Wall, of Gravesend, preached in the 
morning ; Mr. Silverton, of London, in the 
afternoon and evening. Dinner and tea 
were served to many. Brethren Frith, 
Gamp, Horton, Griffiths, and other ministers 
were present. 

BENEVOLENCE. 

Thanks. — f We do rejoice in the follow- 
ing. If l^ calling attention to the afflicted 
of God's saints good can bo done, then we 
will still work on.] — Brother Banks, for 
yonr article in Vessbx we thank you veiy 
mnch. My dear afflicted husband is still 
in the body, suffering beyond my pen to tell, 
bat the Lord gives him great patience to 
endure the heavy burden. He has still many 
blessed seasons with];his heavealy Father ; 
he is too weak to say more tlian a few 
words at a time. Kindly return our grate- 
ful acknowledgments to the Lord's people, 
who so kindly responded to your sugges- 
tions in the May Ybssbi^ their kind help 
was much needed, as I have claims pressing 
npon my mind very heavilv. Bebeve me, 
it is not my wish, or intention, to live idly 
upon the county of dear helpers, but, at 
the present time it is quite impossible for 
me to teach, or sew ; as in addition to hav- 
^S my dear husband to wait upon^ I have 
been severely injured by a cow, it was a 
great mercy my arm was not broken. Be- 
lieve us, yours truly in Christ Jesus. 

J. & E. M. Grant. 

Setley school, Lymington, Hants. 
March 16th, 1868. 

Please to acknowledge the following : — 
*»•. Pocock, lOs., Mr. Ohas. Hart, 10s., W. 
^ Brighton, 3s., J. M. W., and M. A. H., 
Grove lane, Stamford hill, 2s., a Friend, 
28. 6d., J. and M. W., Boston, la, a Friend, 



Bennondsey, 8s. A packet of books I expect 
from the editor, thank him much- 
Dear Mr. Editor, — Permit me to assure 
those churches whose pulpits have not yet 
been offered to our brother John Bunyan 
McCure, that they are depriving themselves 
of both pleasure and profit. He has had a 
noble reception at many places, and not the 
least has been the one the Clapham friends 
have given him, (Mr. Ponsford'n and Mr. 
Hall's) and as a proof that a liberal course 
is not altogether without profit, the very 
nert day after his visit to Mr. Hall's chapel, 
the minister accidentally or rather provi- 
dentially met a friend who said " I mean to 
give you £5 towards jowc chapel debt." O 
that the churches of Christ as well as 
believers in general would remember God's 
own declaration, ^* Honour the Lord with 
thy substance, and with the first fruits of 
all thy increase, so shall thy bams be filled 
with plenty, and thy presses shall burst 
out with new wine. I am, dear Mr. 
Editor, yours sincerely, Clapham. 

Bethnal Gbbbn. — -Dear Sir, I enclose 
you 5s. worth of postage stamps (all I can 
afford at present) to be given to some poor 
child of Grod in distress. J. O. B. 

EThis has been distributed.] 
)ear Mrs. Banks, — Be kind enough to 
acknowledge the receipt of kind Christian 
letter, and Is. 6d. in s^mps, from the wife 
of a labouring man, and her sister in Berk- 
hampstead. I am very thankful ; my hus- 
band has not earned anything for some 
time, the Lord keeps me looking to him. I 
would also thank you for what you gave 
me, which enabled me to pay my rent for 
one week. With gratitude, yours in Jesus, 
Ann Yarbow, 15, Greorge gardens, Essex 
street, Betlmal Green road. 

COBEESPGNDENCE. 

The Eev. D. A. Doudney writes, in the 
Mxy number of the Gospel Magazine: — 
"We had occasion a few weeks ago, to 
attend upon the Premier as one of a Icu'ge 
deputation, to romonstrate upon the pro- 

Sosed rating of schools and charities. 
Composed as that deputation was of up* 
wards of thirty members of Parliament, as 
well as some two or three hundred men of 
influence and standing, it was to us a source 
of the greatest griei to witness more 
deference paid to the Oxford pervert, Dr. 
Manning, the so-called Roman Catholic 
Archbishop of Westminster, than to any 
other member of the deputation. To us it 
was astounding to see the number of per- 
sons who flocked around him, anxious to 
converse with one who was actively and 
unblushingly conspiring against the dearest 
privileges and securitieB of our land." 

"Letters, and other communications for 
Mr. D. Crumpton, late of No. 2, The Cre- 
scent, Peckham Bye, must be addressed to 
him at No. 121, Cornwall road, Westboume 
park, London, W. 

LITERAEY. 
Thb Bock. — ^As an indication of how 
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deeply and widely the crisis in the Church, 
induced in the one bnmch by the attacks of 
politicians, and in the other by the inroads 
of Borne and modem philosophy, is moving 
the mind of the country^ we may state that 
the Rock^ the new organ of the Evangelical 
party, established in the beginning of the 

J rear, and which has already attained a very 
ai^e circulation, appear as a bi-weekly. 

MINISTEBIAL. 

Mb.*Ker8haw. — It is said, this is the 
last visit Mr. John Kershaw will make to 
London. We can hardly believe it. He 
looks and speaks as though he might work 
on yet for some years. We hope he may. 
"The Wandering Sheep" says, she has 
been searching for some green pasture and 
cannot find it. One young gentleman has 
been offended, and the fear is, he will soon 
fiy. Another has sent in his resignation, 
but the people would not receive it, &c. If 
this dear old wanderer can send us no better 
tidings we shall not take the nains to read 
his notes. We are exceedingly grieved to 
announce that Mr. Holmes, minister of Lo- 
thian road chapel, in Camberwell, has been 
severely injured by an accident. We shall 
be glad to hear of his entire recovery. 

Mr. W. Bloom, has given notice of his 
intention to resi^ the pastorate of the 
Baptist church atDoncaster, and is open to 
supply destitute churches. Address, W. 
Bloom, Baptist minister, Doncaster. 

Notice. — Our brother John Brett, (for- 
merly of Leiston) purposes visiting his 
native county for a week or two, and 
would willingly speak in his Master's name 
wherever a door might be opened. At 
Kewick, Bane Hill, Windsor, Lakenheath, 
&c., he has preached the Gospel to the 
helping of many. 

Look AT THIS AND CONSIDER. -^ " The 

burning the effigy" is too black for us. Bo is 
the report of u testimonial which proceeded 
not from the main body of the people. 
What awful overthrows Satan and sin ac- 
complish ! We mourn over the fact that 
useful men are cast down, growing 
churches are weakened, the earnest seekers 
are turned back, the enemies triumph, 
consternation and confusion, like clouds of 
darkness, cover the whole of Oiristendom. 
-Two things we clearly see in the issue of 
such events. 1. Every man who has been 
preserved, should strive more earnestly to 
watch and pray that he enter not into 
temptation. 2. All the men who stand 
well on the walls of Zion should, in some 
way, fly to the help of those churches who 
have suffered so fearfully. Such churches 
should instantly clear their decks of all 
participators in the evil. Such churches 
should hold special meetings for humilia^- 
tion and fervent prayer; such churches 
should then hold public meetings, giv- 
ing Christian brethren and neighbouring 
churches, opportunities of expressing their 



sympathy, and of helping the afflicted. 
Thus, we are certain the Lord would bless 
them. This is our advice. 

Forest op Dean. — We referred last 
month to the cause at Cinderford, on the 
Forest of Dean, where Mr. Bichard Snaith 
is pastor. - Since we wrote that note, bodily 
illness has fallen upon him ; in fact, in his 
family, in himself, and almost in eveiy 
way trials have surrounded him ; and his 
people, composed mainly of hard-workiDg 
coUiers, can do but little. We trust, under 
the directing hand of the Lord, this notice 
may constram some heart and hand to aid 
a cause, and a Christian minister so mani- 
festly raised up by the Lord himself. 
Can we see such a brother in need, and 
shut up all feelings of compassion from 
him ? Surely not ; dear reader, leave not 
this work to others. Mr. William Harris, 
of Cinderford, near Newnham, we feel cer- 
tain would gladly receive, and give to his 
beloved pastor any mite, or help which may 
be sent. 

LowsTLFT. — A correspondent says, that 
under the ministry of Mr. Henry Kiddle, 
the cause at Tonning street, Lowestoft, has 
revived. During the last eighteen months, 
Mr. K. has baptized several; and the 
church has been increased by new con- 
verts ; and by additions from other 
churches. At this season many are flying 
to Lowestoft for health and cnange. At 
Tonning street Baptist chapel, they may 
hear the Gospel faithfully preached. 



Marriage. — At Zoar chapel, on Monday, 
8th of June, by Mr. Novell, of Sutton-at- 
Hone, Mr. Thomas Wall, to Maria Finn, of 
Gravesend. 



Death.— On the 13th of May, Mr. Sara 
uel Beach, son of Mr. William Beach, (of 
Chelmsford) aged 33. The deceased was a 
member of Mr. Alderson^s church at East 
lane, Walworth. He has left a young and 
loving wife and family to deeply feel their 
loss. He was interred at Nunhead ceme- 
tery, when Mr. Alderson spoke solemnly to 
a la^e number of friends who had gathered 
to show their respect for the deceased. 

On Saturday nighty June 20, Mr. Gill, (of 
Grange road, Bermondsey) son-in-law of 
Mr. John Foreman, (of Mount Zion) was 
suddenly, in a moment, called away to rest 
Mr. Gill was also a member of Mr. Alder- 
son's church; and was present, and sat 
next to us at Mr. Beaches funeral, about a 
month previous. He leaves a wife and 
family. This is the third heavy family 
bereavement that the Mount Zion pastor 
has sustained in a short period. He has 
our deepest sympathies, and we pray the 
dear Lord specially to comfort him, and bo 
his consolation in nis days of bereavement 
and nights of sorrow. 



^* Let me but hear my Saviour say, 
Strength shall be equal to thy day, 
Then I rejoice in deep distress, 
Leaning on all-snmcient grace." 

This is&turday, June 27th, 1868. I am one of more than a dozen in a 
O. W. third6r, directed once more to Whitestone, 150 miles away from 
home. Left that this morning more unhappy than words can tell, because 
heavy affliction lays there ; and as I sat for a moment looking on the 
iifflicted one, I heard (inside) these words, " The sword shall never 
depart out of tliine house.'' A secret spirit within gently bowed in 
resignation ; and taking a farewell of them all, in prayer commending 
body, soul, family, and everything to the Lord, I left the house of 
sorrow, and forced myself through the city to Paddington ; and now, 
beneath a summer's sun, I am riding and writing at the same time. If 
I do no good, I cannot afford to be idle ; I feel like a good and venerated 
farmer, who. once said to me, " I have worked hard over sixty years, and 
am not worth foui'pence half-penny after all." So with myself, I have 
been studying, writing, talking, printing, travelling, and working over 
fifty years, and if I am worth anything it is all in Jesus Christ, for, out 
of Him, apart from Bim, I nothing have, I notliing am. Still, like the 
man who said in him was found " 'Thje Mysterious Four," 

*' A sinner, basb ; 
A sinner, bad ; 
A sinner saved ; 
A sinner, glad," . 

«o, I have found, a sense of sin brings shame and sorrow ; but when a 
divinely-wrought faith opens up the glories of the Son of Gk)d, the 
:gi'eatness of His work, the compassion of His heart, the strength of 
His arm, the infinitely precious efficacy of His atoning sacrifice, then a 
sense of the goodness of God in Christ leadeth to repentance, and to 
i^stj and of every such believing penitent, of every such Christ-ap- 
proaching soul, the Saviour frequently said, " And I will raise him up 
At the last day." 

I did not know until very lately, that at a wholesale factory where 
they make ministers of all sorts and sizes, one of the exercises in which 
they are allowed to indulge is, pouring contempt upon the Bishops and 
Deans of the so-called Hyper-Calvinistic school. Such simple notes as 
I write, no doubt, are helpful to these raw recruits. Still, I would 
rather be assured that the grace of God, of which in those immense 
chambers of knowledge they profess to possess so large a share, led. 
them to esteem the fathers in Christ ; and not like the wicked urchins 
in Elijah's time, make a mock at things they never knew, things which 
tried believers learn in fires and floods, into which these unfledged 
striplings never yet have been plunged. 

Leaving these trifles, I rejoice I can this day write of something 
higher and richer by far. It is a mercy to have any of the Saviour's 
promises realized in our souls. These, certainly, are tokens for good. 

Q 
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He said, concemiiig His Word, '^ It shall be in you^ as a well of water, 
springing np into everlasting life." 

That promise I have found true. Each time I have been going to 
Whitestone, a word has come to me, and dwelt in me, and I have spoken 
from it there. This morning to myself I said, '* You have no message 
to carry this time." Then old unbedief, in one of his sulky fits, grumbled 
out, " And what good have any of your messages ever done 1" I was 
silent, I was sad. But, unexpectedly, as I was passing through that part 
of the city called " The Poultry,** those beautiful words the Saviour 
spake entered my heart with gentleness as soft as dew, " Let not your 
heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid." ' If I live to stand in White- 
stone pulpit to-morrow, those words will, I hope, in the grace of the 
Spirit, be a blessing to some. Oh, Lord, let us all know thee as our 
deliverer from troubles ; and as the friend who banisheth every fear. 
Amen, so let it be. 

As I journey on, the words referred to are full of holy matter if you 
consider them in a three-fold direction : — First, they are connected with 
the Saviour's going away from His disciples. He is going to leave them ; 
but where is JEe going to ? What has He to go through ? And what will 
be the end of all this ? Then, 

Secondly, these words have a kind of prophetic spirit, they look 
forward to the circumstances in which the disciples will be left when 
their Lord is gone from them. And, 

Thirdly, they are connected with those great foundation blessings 
which enabled the Saviour in all faithfulness and affection to say, ^' Let 
not your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid." 

I. Christ is about to leave them. It is ilhe coming and going of 
Christ in the souls of His disciples which make up what is termed 
*^ Christian Experience.'' The advents of the adorable and eternal 
Son of God are most wonderful demonstrations of His love, and of His 
purposes of mercy toward His people. It may be said, Christ has many 
provinces into which He more specially and immediately has come, for 
the deliverance and comforting of HiB people. There was ( 1 ) His An- 
ticipatory Province. He came to Adam^ Enoch, Noah, Abrahaia, 
Jacob, Joshua, Gideon, Isaiah, Daniel, and others. Always to speak 
"comfortably'' unto them. There' was (2) His Mediatorial Advent. 
" In the fulness of time, God sent forth His Son ;**' " God was in Christ." 
Oh, how full is that one of Paul's, " It is a faithful saying, worthy of all 
acceptation, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners." 
Even I accept that saying, and sinner as I am, do sometimes, put in my 
plea; and call this precious Jesus mine. There is (3) His Spiritual 
Province. All the souls the Father predestinated, He, the Son, re- 
deemed. All these, in due time, are filled with the Spirit of life And 
grace ; and unto them Jesus is pleased to manifest Himself as seemeth 
Him good. How I have thought of that comprehensive mtdtum inparvo 
of Paul's, " When it pleased God ;*' there is Divine sovereignty-^'* Who 
separated me from my mother's womb," — there is Divine preJestination ; 
" and called me by His grace," — there is effectual calling ; "to reveal 
His Son in me," — there is divine illumination, and when Christ is thus 
revealed in the living soul, He will be believed in, followed after, and affec- 
tionately desired for ever. Although the old serpent, the deceitful heart, 
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the wicked flesh, the allariog world, and other foes, may often becloud, 
distress, and ensnare the soul, Christ once revealed, is never lost. No, 
never. His comings and goings in the soul are the sources of all real 
experience. My poor soul says, " He seems gone a long time !" 

Ah I where and when 
Shall I again 

Those nappy seasons know ? 
I would rejoice, 
But still a voice, 

Says, " No more here below." 

Christ looked forward to all the gloomy future which would surely 
follow His departure from His own disciples; and while His own 
dear heart was breaking with the trouble which then lay upon them, 
He sought to administer comfort unto them by repeating, by again re- 
iterating those precious words, ''Let not your heart be troubled, 
neither let it be afraid. '' 

Did not Christ herebv mean that the cause of all trouble and fear 
should be removed from them ? Certainly he did. 

This . beautiful exhortation is, as we may say, united to, and 
built upon, several great principles and promises which the 
Eedeemer lays before them as so many grand reasons why they were 
not despairingly to give way to unbelieving fear. Just look at them ; 
and then as the Psalm Ixiv. says, " Wisely consider of his doing." 

1. " Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid," be- 
cause "in my Father's house are many mansions; I go to prepare a 
place for you." Who can the full meaning of these wondrous words 
unfold \ 

2. Because, '^ If I'go, and prepare a place for you, I will come 
again, and receive you imto myself, that where I am, there ye may be 
also." 

3. Because, '^ I will pray the Father, and He shall send you an- 
other Comforter, that He may abide with you for ever." 

4; Beeause, '* I will not leave you comfortless ; I will come to you," 
yea, " Lo I I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world." 

^* Oh, thou once weeping, .dying Jesns, 
Now enthroned in glory high ; 
Come and pardon, cleanse, and heal us ; 
Tell UB we shaU never die. 
But for ever live to praise Thy glorious name. 

Amen. C. W. B. 



By E. J. SiLVBBTON, Baptist Minister. 



The cross is the blood-marked standard round which the multitudinous 
forms of truth gather. It is the grand centre of all true religion, and 
those who do not. value the cross of Christ will never wear the crown of 
righteousness. True, the cross was wrapped in death's black pall, yet there 
shone through such a light and glory, that some who stood by said, 
" This >«s^ indeed the Son of God." The cross of Christ stands at the 
head of the king's highway of salvation ; all who come to heaven's agates 

Q 2 
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must firHt pass Christ's cross ; the way to the eternal city is by the cross, 
for just as we cannot go down the river (say to Greenwich College) with- 
out passing the Tower of London, so no man can go to Wven 
without passing the cross of Jesus, and all those who are trying to 
find some other way, are such as would take off the crown of Chnst and 
be crowned therewith themselves. The cross should be the burden of 
eveiy song, the merit of every prayer, and the substance of eyery ser- 
mon ; every saved sinner is led to it, and every saint draws life from it ; 
it is like the tree of life, its i oots go deep down into the heart of eternal 
love ; its brows are broad and mighty, its leaves are for the healing of 
the nations, its fruits are rich and plenteous, those who eat of this tree 
shall never die ; beneath its branches the law*chased sinner is sheltered 
from the t>elting storms of Divine justice. Here it is he learns the 
doctrine of transfer, and sees how Christ took the sinner's place. 

It Ls to the cross the saints often retrace their steps to start as it 
were afresh On life's journey to the skies j it is indeed thetrue starting 
post, all who begin here will end in the joy of eternal salvation. Many 
who saw Christ on His cross wiU sit with Him in His throne, and many 
who saw His dying gestures will never behold His living gk>ry. In some, 
the eyes which saw Hina nailed to the cross while they were oa earth, 
shall see Him seated on His threne, while they shall be in hell. Many 
looked upon His person who had no faith in Hi» cross, many heard His 
words who did not receive His Gospel. And as it was then, so is it now, 
not all who say Lord, Lord, shall enter in. The sun gave orders for the 
earth to put on mourning, all the lamps of the sky were darkened, and 
darkness was over the face of the earth from^ the sixth hour till the 
ninth. He died amid a thunderstorm, which was so terrible that the 
earth was shaken to her centre; never was such a death, never 
was such darkness, never was such fear, never was auoh silence 
in heaven, never was such commotion in hell, never did men 
wait with hearts so full for explanation ; never did hours hang so heavily 
as with those who waited for the third day. For all we k^iow the 
heaven of heavens was hung in mourning when Christ gave iip the 
ghost ; the angels all took off their crowns, laid aside their golden hwps, 
we can thinfc of the crystal fountains ail lying still ; we can see the hosts 
of heaven all sitting down with faces full of wonder and contemplation. 
The throne of the eternal God wrapped round with black linen, and 
God's own face wearing a majestic frown. The Son of God is dead 1 ! ' 
But all this had cleared and passed away by the time Jesus rose from 
his borrowed tomb. Kow all was peace and sunshine. He whose death 
had split massive rocks shook the mighty earth and rent the. gorgeous 
veil of the tempfe, sent Satan reeling drunk to hell ; for he now learned 
that Jesus had conquered, and his people were fjt«e; Christ's victory 
over sin, and death, and the grave, was shown in the rising of the saints 
on the same morning as Jesus rose, who were said to have made- visits to 
the holy city. ' These were the first fruits of the Lord's yktotj over the 
grave, and it would seem that they went home with our risen Saviour, 
seated with him in the same chariot, which God His Father had sent 
from His own courtyard to bring His Son in triumph , home, to glory- 
Thus the Prince of Peace and the first fruits of the Tssarrection all 
went gloriously home together ; how sweet a journey it must have been 
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for those who had been raised from their deadly slumhers by the loud 
striking hammer which fastened Christ tothe caro^. . Watch the chariot 
up the golden hills, see it as it comes near the pearly gates of the city, 
behold the welcome given in the thousand upon thousands of the highest 
angels who crowded on either side of the entrance to the eternal 
kingdom ; hear the loud shouts, He is King ! He is King I crown 
Him Lord of all. And now the mighty ring of voices is heard singing, 
" Glory and honour, and power and might, and blessing and majesty, be 
xmto the King for ever and ever." Yea ! He who hung pale and dead 
on the cross, is the Almighty Prince of heaven and earth ; He lives to 
bless His church, dad His church lives to bless His name, He is alive 
for evermore, and because He lives His saints live ; their life is folded 
ia His, it is " In Him we live and move and have our being/' Child 
of €rOd, all thy sins were put to death when Christ Jesus died ; as 
multifarrious as they were not one is left alive j not one shall meet 
thee at the judgment day. No ! they were all crucified with Christ, 
died with Him, He rose from the dead, but they have no power so to 
do. If sought for now they can't be found. He has saved thee ! de- 
stroyed death, opened the grave, curtailed the power of Satan, honoured 
the law and glorified His holy name, and now He reigns as King. He 
who had a cross for His beid, now has a throne for His seat ; He who 
had murderers for His attendants and thieves for His dying com- 
panions, is now adored by the countless millions of the just made perfect, 
whose delight it is to serve Him day and night. Oh, people of God, 
think I we shall be with Him, cmd like Him; yes ! the day will come, 
when we shall be disentaaigled from life's .sorrows, and the last tear shall 
bcf wiped away. Christian, think of this, look up and look forward ; 
think of the full discharge, the perfect liberty from sin, the emancipa- 
tion from the fretting cares of this sin-stricken world ; think of seeing 
thy Saviour face to face ; think of what it wiU be to stand in the sun- 
light of his presence, to hear Him speak, to see Him smile, to behold 
His glory, to join with the glorified saints in the song of the city, 
" Worthy the Lamb." Think of every power and every thought living 
only all to do homage to Jesus ; to sin impossible ; all that is within 
us shall then praise the Lord ; not one thought shall stray away, not 
one feeling opposed to holiness, not one word shall be unwisely spoken, 
nor one act unwisely propounded. The holy soul longs for such a state, 
and is, at times, made very happy by the recollection of the promise, 
*' They shall be mine in that day when I make up jewels," But as 
yet we are in the world, and have to do with the things of the world. 
The Lord' keep us from being worldly ; may the world be our servant 
hut we never the servant of the world ; may we die while we live, for 
^e shall live when we die. The Lord grant us a level path, and an easy 
"^ay ; but grace to take up the cross when we come to it ; may we never 
shun the footprint of our Master Christ ! the Lord attend to our hearing 
that we may never be deaf to the saying of His, " Tajj:e up thy cross 
and foUow Me." If we think of how much He sufiered to bring us to 
glory, surely we shall not think much of the little we suffer to bring Him 
praise. May the Mth of God's people often carry them back to the 
garden where stood the cross, and there may they gaze till they read 
their names in His wounds, and feel the shedding of His blood has 
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drowned all their sins, and that they are clean in Jehovah's sight. May- 
faith then show them the glory of the eternal world, take them up into 
Jesus court, and let them hear the sounding harps with the holy voices 
of the ransomed Israel, and so shall they have grace to live, and 
patience to wait for the great change. 




By Thomas Jones. 



( Continued from page 167.) 

In the experiences of God's ministering servants there is no ground more 
interesting than that which describes the leadings of Providence, guiding to 
a settlement where the Lord had a work for them to do. The Master's 
messengers are fully convinced that He sends by whom He will send, and 
not less so that each one has his appointed sphere of labour, whether it be 
for a few months or for many years. As the soldier who has sworn to do 
service in arms for an earthly soverign, must go wherever that sovereign 
commands, so must the soldier of the cross be at the disposal of his Captain 
both as to place and time, and not unfrequently the divine will is made 
known through circumstances strangely mysterious, as if the Lord would 
teach His servants by the logic of facts studied at the foot of the throne 
what He would have them to do. It may not be denied that sometimes they 
are suffered to follow the devices of their own hearts. An e;^ception of 
temper has broken a fellowship which with a little self-denial might have 
been lasting as life ; ambition doth sometimes beget discontent and puts the 
aspiring man on seeking a larger field for the exercise of his 
large abilities ; the caprice of peoples and the obtuseness of deacons have 
tried the patience of many a devoted man till his fortitude gave way, and 
like Elijah he has fled to the wilderness, anywhere for peace, albeit he has 
not found it. Yet even where men have been blameable through vanity or 
variableness, we have seen good ends obtained, infinite wisdom being never 
at fault ; so that human follies shall not frustrate gracious purposes, nor 
prevent the progress of the Bedeemer's cause. It is pleasant when the man 
can tell how his steps have been ordered of the Lord, and how his own 
spirit has been kept within the lines of patience and prudence, unflattered 
by human applause, and undismayed by human enmities, envyings, strifes, 
and backbitings. '^ There are diversities of gifts, but the same Spirit; and 
differences of administrations, but the same Lord ; and diversities of opera- 
tions, but it is the same Lord which worketh aU in all" One man has 
what might be called a popular gift, which attracts and engages the attention 
of hundreds ; yea, that gift hath in it or about it, a considerable amount of 
natural endowment, such as personal appearance, an apt menaory, a spice of 
mother wit, warmth of manner, flexibility of voice, &c. ; and it can be 
known to the Searcher of hearts only how many of the admiring crowd 
are caught by the natural, and how many (or few) come into living contact 
with the essentially spiritual. " To another is given by the Spirit the 
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word of wisdom ; and to Another the word of knowledge/' and these, it 
may be, have only tens <^ discipleB, so few, comparatively, prefer depth and 
substance to the mere a b c of religious teaching. We know these apparent 
anomalies belong to the diversities of operations conducted by Him whowork- 
eth all in all ; and we have no doubt the end will demonstrate the depth of the 
wisdom and knowledge of God in making all things work together for good to 
them he hath loved and called according to his purpose. But this belief does 
not sufficiently influence the common mind of thechurdi to a cordial acceptance 
of divine sovereignty in the dispensation of spiritual gifts, and to a thoroughly 
kind, encouraging treatment of the men who watch for souls and who 
honestly minister of the ability which God giveth. '' I am of Paul, and 
I am of ApoUos," is still the creed of many, uttered with as much, compla- 
cency as if the cry had never been rebuked by inspiration itself ; and those who 
should be ensamples to the flock, are but too apt to help the heresy. What 
we learned from Joseph Hamblin himself of his ministerial career shows 
he had a good share of that experience which was not imknown to the 
prophets of old, and which was not confined to witnesses under the former 
dispensation. He was morbidly sensitive, liable to take offence where, we 
hope, none was intended, but he was not always mistaken in suspecting 
prejudice against the truth he preached, and a lurking diotrophesan spirit in 
quarters where annoyances could be craftily hatched and the peace of the 
church undermined. These observations may be rather premature, for we 
were about to tell that the negociations referred to in a former paper event- 
uated in his settlement at East lane, where the usual inaugural services were 
held after some delay demanded by his timid scruples about his unfitness for 
so great a work and the Lord's will in the matter. The doubts and fears 
were all with himself and were his own. The people kindly sjnnpathized 
with him in his self-distrusting anxiety, but their own minds were made 
up; they were ready to receive him as a chosen servant of the Chief Shepherd 
and Bishop of souls, and as sent by Him to care for and feed them in the 
pastures of truth. So the day of his recognition was a day of gladness and 
of thanksgiving. At East lane he was blessed and made a blessing souls, were 
converted, wanderers were restored, and the church was edified and strength- 
ened. It would be pleasant to record that this union, this growth, this 
beauty continued uninterrupted, undiminished, till time-service was finished 
and the eternal reward possessed. But earth is curst, however garnished, and 
change is one of its conditions, and the church on earth is afiected by its general 
character. .In nature the genial summer and golden autumn do not last all 
the year, and heavenly sunshine and sensible prosperity are not always 
Zion's portions here below." "Cold cometh out of the north ;" keen polar 
breezes blow sometimes with nipping effect, and love itself waxes cold. Perad. 
venture we can find something o^ somebody to blame. The chill we think began 
wiih the pulpit, or there "was deceit in the desk, or perverseneSs in the pews ; 

either or all of these may be fixed on as the source of offence and decay, and 
yet it is possible the evil began with neither, though neither be blameless. 
^^ Offences mnst aome," said, the Saviour, and they do come ; as to original and 
subsidiary caiis^ we may sin in judging. '^ What ye know not now, ye shall 
know hereafter." This we know, there was work to be done by Joseph 
Hamblin elsewhere, and he was taken to it. 
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[WBITTBN EXPRESSLY FOR " THE EARTHEV VESSEL,^ 



Dear Mr. Bank^, — Th^e was acircuiAstance ja:ancfpired ^bil^J was in 
the Church of [EJngland^, which I have been tempted to pass oyer, because 
it seems to m^ to be rather out of place, but the same daii^ which have 
been hurled at me, ^aj be biurled ai^ othets, and the same wojrd which 
has comforted m^ ma^ copifprt others. I wiU the^^efore go on -with 
my work, begg^ yon to insert \% or not, aa you think best. * It Mped 
to teach me t^e value of the Word of God in all tin^ of doubt aiui 
perplexity. 

I oxice came in contact witbia Wesleyan fiiendi and. we.b^iiauch 
conversation at di^Eerent times an xeligious sul^aets. X had^i^niy foe- 
s^sion a memoir of a young fncQd I had known ii^ ehildh^^o^iw^^ I 
lent her to readj my frien4 i|i return. lent ine a.)W<or]^ACEdl«4./^Tbe 
Centre and Circle o( ^yangeUcal Bi^ligion^" writi^enby-^ W^^^$^;|iiiQis- 
ter whom I kneiW^ii^cpnt^ed.^e dyiog testimony Qf,^ve)rf^iQ(ti^ 
who professed ,i,o, Jt^ave arrived. ^t Christian pQirf^c^taQ^,. ^h^.dyiBg 
words of one of these individuals wer^, "Por fifty (years not. a aujigle 
cloud has ever, pasised bejtwee^ me and my heavepiy. Fa<iher,".. I was 
then just in tb,e^,wrpxig, state of ^iind to read such a woi;k aa jtbatj the 
light of God'sfuxiiace hacl disgofv^red to me more clearly thedeceitftilness^ 
of my heart, f^i/^lt conscious J. -was living at too great a •distance fi^om 
God, 1 had tr^e<f jdl the n^ea^j^iiumy power to obtain tbis fayo^, and 
time after time p^y endeavoui^bad foiled. I was wiiting bittev things^ 
against myself, ai^ sjjiikjing Aq^ym- into a state of despair^ believing tluitt 
God had forsa^e^.me. y^hm. X, 4iead this man's es^i^enoeyil tbowght, 
well, if this map,i§ .righ^^jth^ I am altogethef -^roiig. TSm ^as a 
famous case for bjivi who, ^'gpetb. about as a roaring lictti," and,'^ wturries 
whom he cai^'fe/.dflsjbroy^" a^4 he.yrorried ?ae u^tilil felt..on0vef the 
mpst miserable., q£ Ciod's. d^eat^of^. But .the tboagbt .struck me one 
day, that it nw[^,,b^ utterly invpoa^sible fo(r »> bumao^ being to live fifty 
years without, ^x^iai Ive musti^Wv^ done^for if he had sinned there 
must have be€«.ia.glpud,J<)r.my own ^i^perience. had taught me that I 
could not sin an4: still opfttinue! to live under the light ,of my. Fathei's 
countenance. I^laii asidei.th^ "W^Qrfe, for it made w.no >unhap|)y I«oulcl 
not read it j X tr]jed> tp oall i9 imi^d the life and ^^hluracter^of some of 
the saints of old $, J, repaired <* to the law and to the testimony,'* 'and I 
found to my poipfort that J^beirve^perieiice aoccMrded .^more wi^ my 
own than with .that of tbe ^$a»>of w^om I bad read.j J)«vid was 
a man after God's own.jbfiai't^: bu* he had to ory, ^S Besto^e: imto me 
the joy of thysa^a^iop*" ■. lij.^asesrident,! therefore, thM. h«vhad hwt it, 
or he would njQt, hav^ j^jayocl .ft>i: its; reotoKation.. And. we find it wa» 
not a solitary instant,, for <he bed frequently. to. inattm..th« absence of 
his God; St. P^al tqo (hpw I. love to think of him). lie,riike myself, 
had a constant war going on within, and his cenfliote with^the enemy 
seem sometimes .to haye beien very severe, for he iff led to eacbkim, "0 
wretched man that I am, who shall deliver me *" It is evident, too, that 
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St Paul did not arrive at a state of Christian perfection for he says, 
" Not as though I had already attained, either were already perfect, 
bat I follow after." Job, too, according to Go^'s own testimony was a 
perfect and npright man, yet wo find he sometimes sinned greatly. The 
Holy Ghost by St. John declares that '' there is not a just man upon 
earth that doeth good and sinnth not ;" '' If we say we have no sin, we 
deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us." 

I was much rdkved after examining careftJly the Word of God, 
for I could not find a parallel case to this man's, and although this cir- 
cumstance may appear unworthy of notice to some, it was 6f great benefit 
to me,^ notwithstanding it had caused me so much uneasiness, for the 
comfort I felt at that time from the study of God's word gave me a 
relish for the Bible which I have never lost. The more I studied it, 
the more I loved it ; and I found it to be a deep mine of precious 
treasares, able to make me wise unto salvation, and as I carefully and 
prayerfiilly studied the record of truth, I seemed gradually to emerge 
oTEt of' darkness into light, out of bondage into the glorious liberty of 
the children of God. I fblt a hope springing up within, that imperfect 
as I was, I was one of those for whom Christ had died. Not long after 
my minister preaehed from the words, *' Thouart my portion, saith my 
soul :*' I' felt I could adopt this language as my own ; almost every 
sentence he uttered seemed as though sent for the comfort of my own 
souL I believe I then felt for the first time, the assurance that the 
Lord was my portion. For a long time after this I enjoyed a peace 
such as I never felt before ; the Saviour's whispers of love had gladdened 
my desolate heart, His loving voice had calmed my troubled breast ; I 
felt that heaven itself would be no heaven to me if my Saviour was. 
not there ; like Mary of old, we should turn away and weep if we saw 
not the Lord. Now I knew what it was to enjoy communion with my 
hea'vtanly Father, I knew what it was to leave every thing at the- 
foot of the mountj while I ascended to hold conference with God. 
I did indeed realise His presence as a* loving father, rather than as an 
angry judge; His word became more and more precious to me, and 
** I was glad when l^ey said unto me. Let us go up unto the house of the 
Lord." But the time came when my nest was to be disturbed. Evils 
which I have already named, and others which I need not to notice, 
caused me to feel veiy unsettled in the Church of England ; I felt that 
I was neither doing good, or getting good, but I had become too much 
attached to her to entertain a thought of leaving her, and for many 
months I tried to put the thought far from me. To state every rea- 
son would be pain&l to the feelings of others, and I do not see that it 
would be likely' to profit any one, but it appeared to me that they 
were ail meant to diow me that I was not in my right place. While 
there I felt I was under the necessity of practising that which was 
against my owd conscience. Baptism for instance ; we read that Christ 
went down into the water to be baptized, and therefore could not be 
baptized by sprinkling ; and He is set before us as a pattern which, as 
believers, we are bound to imitate. In the Church of England, we are 
expected to sprixJcJe ; not that I would for any moment censure those 
who think it right to baptize by sprinkling, for I have known so many 
in the Olmroh who, I believe, are living very near to God, and whose 
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desire it is, to walk before Him in '' holiness and righteousness aU the 
days of their life/' and I would rather sit in judgment uppn Bgyself 
than upon others. What I write is simply my own views, KtA if I 
am not right, I am open to conviction and shall be glad to be cor- 
rected. 

The only other reason which I thiiik it necessary to mention here 
is, that, although I was devotedly attached to my minister, iand what 
he preached was more in accordance with my own views, and more 
satisfying to my soul than anything I had been privileged to hear, yet 
there was in my opinion generally something wanting. While the sia- 
ner was laid prostrate in the dust, unable of himself to do anything 
towards the salvation of his soul, and no hope held out for him, only 
through the merits and death of our Lord Jesus Christ, and by the 
assistance of the Holy Spirit, there seemed to be so little comfort or 
encouragement for the believer. The sermons were so much to the .uncon- 
verted, that there was sometimes little or nothing for the Christiaji. 
This might be accounted for by the fact that by far the greatest 
part of the congregation were unconverted characters, aad therefore 
the subject was frequently directed to the unconverted only, and nftu^ 
as we dLislike the formality of the Ohurch aerviee, I-.&equentify fonnd 
jnore comfort in reading the prayers tlian in listening td^lihe seimen. 
But the time cam^ when I oould no longer be satisfied with thedeadness 
and coldness of the Ohdroh. The introduction of " Penny Readings,'^ 
and other amusements into the village did much to destroy what little 
spirituality there was in the ohurch, and I am not exaggerating 
when I say that I saw more in the conduct of professors to remind me 
of worldly amusements than the worship of God. 

It was a comfort, however, to know that the minister did all 
in his power to discourage it, and I am not afraid of his contradictioa 
when I say, that his heart was often sorely pained, and his soul cast 
down at this sad state of things, which made me the more reluctant to 
leave him. My views with regard to the doctrines of "free grace," 
made it very desirable that I should worship with those who were like- 
minded with myself, but every time I though]t about it a feeling of 
uneasiness crept over me. I clung still faster, not to the church, but to 
my pastor, I thought of the anxiety I had no doubt he had felt for me, 
and of the pains he had taken to instruct me in things that belonged to 
my everlasting peace. In tempcnral difficulties he had been my friend 
in helping and advising me ; then I thought how few there were who 
endeavoured to encourage him by their presence or their prayers, and I 
determined again and again that the Ohurch of England should be my 
home while I lived. 

But " God's ways are not our ways, nor His thoughts our 
thoughts," and however I may have been censured for the step I have 
taken, I hope and believe I have been led by the Spirit of God, and 
that the chain of evente which has brought me to where I am has been 
linked together by Him, and if I am spared until another month, will 
give your readers an opportunity of judging for themselves. Meantime, 
may the Triune Jehovah be with us, and stabliah us in all that is holy, 
just and true. MabUS. 

Billingboro'. 
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NO. 2.— AUIANISM. 
BY WILLIAM STOKES, OF MANCHESTER. 

Author qf *'The Mistery »f Bag^isu;' ''Imputed Bighteoumeu/' ^e. 



(Continued from pa^e ITS.) 

Abunisk first appeared in a systematic form about the year 315 a.d.^ 
vrhen Arius, a presbyter or elder of the Christian church at Alexandria 
in Egypt, denied, with great plausibility and earnestness, the proper and 
essential divinity of the Lord Jesus Christ. The heresy itself wandered 
about from a much earlier period, but this man reduced it to system, 
and without intending it, also gave it a name. 

It first made its entry into the world,'' says the learned John 'Whitaker, 
''from thai accursed spirit of opposition to heaven, for which the Jews 
changed situation with the Gkntues ; f6r which they were cast off by Grod 
as t^ Gentiles luul been biefore ; hate continued cast off, for nearly the 
same pexiod'of time tlint the Qentiles were ; and will' continue, we know, 
till they return to theii? fif st faith, zatum to Messiah their Prince, and 
prostrate themiselveB in an agomy of repeptance, before their crucified Lord 
and God. Arianism thus began to fiow an^ong the Jews, in the days of our 
Saviour. But the stream had then no regular channel. It moved only in 
secret rills. It strayed under sunless thickets, or through subterraneous 
passages.'* 

The same writer proceeds to remark that, eventually, through the 
contracted mode of interpreting those Scripture) passages that refer to 
the Messiah, which was adopted by the scribes, ** the whole nation of 
the Jews became Arians.** This fict accounts for their fury against the 
Saviolir, whdm they sought to kill, because He had said that " God was 
His Father, making himself equal with God." John v. 18. 

It also appears historically cei-tain that the^r^^ known Arians under 
the Christian dispensation, were two Jews named Ebion and Cerinthus, 
Ijoth of whom secured some followers who went by the names of Ebion- 
ites and Cerinthians. The former sect reject^if the authority of the 
Apostle Paul, retained circumcision, and, according to Eusebius, had 
^low and poor ideas concerning Christ himself, whom they regarded as ^ 
mere man." The Cerinthians were equally self-willed, having been taught 
hy their sceptical leader, that ''Uhlist was a man only, the son of 
Joseph, and without Drvlirtrr." Thes0 two men lived in the days of 
the Apostle ' John, if not earlier, and several passages in his Gospel 
and finst epistle, we believe to have been directed against these men 
who robbed his Lord of his true and prqper godhead. 

This dangerous doctrine floated about under various disguises until 
tike inflated Arius took it under his equivocal patronage, and gave it 
shape and ntaae. He and his followers taught the startling fable, that 
tiie Son of God, and the Eternal Spirit, were mere creatures ; the 
creature Son being made by the Father ; and the Holy Spirit as another 
creature being made by theSon, by whom also the angels were made. 
Photius, an ancient writer, says that, 

As even Azius determined conceming the SoDi bo he .detennined alsa 
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conoerning the Ever-Ho^ Spirit ; and redtioed the* iolrdly and impreme 
Sovereignty o£ Qod, into two servants and minSsterd/' <^Th& J^ian3i9ay& 
Epiphaniiis, '' confess the angels to have been'miide by the Sen ;! iaadi^^n 
dare to say blasphemously of the very Spirit/that he iwus crested hvihe 
Son,'' 

This most pemieloas and destmotive heresy, being congenial tq iJte 
corrupt taste of unregenerate man, spread extensively in. the .fputiih 
century, and was embraced with great cordiality by nwnbess i^bo 
-were unwilling to admit that Chririt -was *<all and ia ./all*" 
Yet- the ohuroh as a yhole denounced the heresy as fatal to hcipe 
in the world to c^xne, ^d in order to prevenij i^ ppssibl^^ its cbntintiancey 
tb^ .first General Council was called by the Emperor Constiantine, at 
J^ic^ in Bithynia, A.o. 325. Athana^ius^ who .was present, repqi;;ts that 
pasiprs from, all parts of the Ohristian worid, attended tJi^.Qei?ncil, 
to the number of three hundred, and eighteen, of whofloi. twisnt^^ftwo, 
(butsoi?ae authorities sajy fewer,) were favoui-able to Ariui|. , pj^es 
these pastors,, an equal numbefr of presbyters and elders ai^li(9n(^, so 
that the whole assembly numbei^ed n6t fewer than «iis bHod:r¥!4 B§^^ 
The travelling and other e3q)ensesof t^e-MeosbeiS'of theCjOiiv^^rs^peay 
have been borne by the ISmpetor, who* ptesided UBLpen$^n|.an^fwbo 
exivorted the assembly' to peade' and 'uflanitnijby... The: mxm^ learned, 
eloquent, and grave ipeil of the ag^ were thero ^ some eveni.iwho.cfyrri^ 
in their persons " the dying of th* Lctrd Jesus/' •Juayii^g' ib^n tqrtyi/red 
to near dying themselVes for the faith ' of thfidT'dlviae Maa1#]f. /The 
Council sat about two i^onths and tea^ daysy haying met oa Jw^ \^i\iy 
and closed at near i^d end bf Aiigit8l;^A.]K 32§,..., , , ^ .. ^ 

In this Council, after a^fidi debafee^/the (jbcK^ti^ji^ oi Ai;iu^ 'i^cd|,ved 
a severe condemnation, and that^grteA flA3em|t>ly.ii^^($d a.cree^^.^i^i^^.sts^e- 
ment of doctrine directly^ ilie reverse tof liie loose and dangeix>us l^i^eta 
of Arius. Th^t dbctriiial tftatemieDt is .ki^wn 9^>^ (^Jbis daj, }^ ^e "^igb^^ 
Crepd, and it originally rail" thua cm- ^ . .., , ,. ,,. , '. T. 

We believe in one •God,- the \Fttth<sr Almi^y, mal^erfPfiail thi^vgj.iiT^ble 
and invisible ; and in one Lord > Jesus 'Cbpiflt, 'the. ^on. of G^d. the only 
begbttenof 'the J'athery thati3 of the s\ibstance of the Father^ Ghoii of (xod, 
and Lii^tiof I^ght, very God of God ; begotten', tic^f mad^, being' con-Bub> 
stantial^. or> of oXi^ substance with the Father, by whom 'all 'tfii^ weie 
made^ both in huaven and earth : who for UH isienj and" for iofwr ^ff^vation 
capae down from heaven, and Wias i»i^tomate^. afcid waSi.'ii^4(^ .n^^-.He I 
suffered, and rose again the ysiitid •day^uasoendedr Anfio l]^aFefX9 iwas^ 
come again to' judge the q.iiick atad, the .d^, ^^ j^ thcj, H^^ 
Biit fotr thoto'tliat sby^ th^WM Bf, ^axm.yf)o(m J^Eewas not 'axia;^h!4i He 
wiisF' not before. Her- waa^^mad^^ ror^ tnat He was 'iha<|^ * bttt of 
things that were, not, .or that. H^'.is of anj;' oxhoi*^^b«lj^ctf''e*'f«BwniM^ or 
that He is obnoxious to change or alteration ; all sti^ the'fioly.'JDatholic 
and^postoUc Church 4oes anatheihatke and reJeeiL "• • • • . ; , 

This confession of orthodox faith' 'Wais' d^raWiK ttj) ^by.'HosinSy the 
paatot of the cburch ^t Corbuda, arid ^he €oi!iiibil:%KAopted it withbiit fev 
dissentients. Tbe Emperor heartily app*6^€fd* df it, aa^.^iJ*dered its 
citCutoti<>n among aUtbe churches. He didmo!t^%hatttfai8^:nidiiiJ»»zeal 
for orthodoxy issued %\x^ Jfollowin^ bill of «< ^iSia^alia ponalfcie*" against 
all -^hdi^ might coni^ue to entertain the-Bbn^tlitieiili'iyf 'Ariui^ 

'< Cotutonetne tht Oreatj the August^ t1^ ififh^&erdr, fo' ffie dtfKppl ^ 
People* 
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'^ Since Anus has taken upon him to imitate impious and bad men, it is 
hut junt he« should undergo the samje punishment with them. As therefore 
Porphyvyi 'the eiiemy of true: religion, for the pernicious volumes he wrote 
ai^^onst Ohrisitiaiiity jiaet with a reward due to so great a villainy, to beeome 
infdtHoiia to aU postei^ity, to be loaded with reproaches' di^ ^xeotwfnonl^ and 
to have his impious books quite banished out of the world ; so now it 
-seems jgpod to us, that Arius and his adherents be called ' PoRPHYRiAjra,' 
tliat.. ^ey may bes^ this his tiU« whose manners they imitate and 
resemble. Farther, if any book written ^ by Ariua be found, we command 
it to be burnt, that so not oidy his vile doctrines may be utterly ex- 
tirpated, but thab not th^ least monument of him may remain. Declaring 
also, that, if any man flhall be found to conceal any sueh book of Arius, 
and SM^ti presently offer it to be biunt, as soon as ev^ fae'ishall bisjappre- 
hendedi he shall be put to death.' Ood have you in His keeping, V ,^ 

' ■ . . 

'. ' !rt"is most- mamifest £rom. tbi9 i^p^rial mandate, that Constslntine, 
atididie Wh^le Oouuol i^difch Umi overlooked entirely the great tiNith'that 
*ft^6 'wea;pott8 of our waij&reare^-^orQaxnal." It is not the province 
of tiym, be he whom he may, iwiether.,jfcLnjg or priest, to pimtsk smy 
otheif Irian foi? errors of oceedL Cpnduct .belongs to the juris^dictibn of 
C^i^sdi, ]bttt'<^n0cietice beioiDgs a&me to God. Constahtine as a Christian 
mati hitd^ft tight %D unite :witk otiher Ghi'i^ti^n men to condemn Ariaiiism, 
"but^ an Emperor he: liad ^o. right whatever to command that a' man 
i^hd iie<5re*ed ad AriaiL book, "ahoijd be put to death.'* He' did not 
nt»fe(r£rtknd hid own. dutiied, and in an igpora<nt zeal for the triith, he 
liiecame ' tt Piop€j amd^a heariiess persecutor.. The spirit he dl»f)layed 
was tMt if raftk Popeey before the iiame of* Pope was kno^n. 

xliis imperial dect^'prodaeed'the eiKclu^ipn of Arius and his 
partizans not only from eoideedairtacaly . but .9i^ fyoi^. civil rights. For 
tlvree years' and mor& they^ W6i» dooined. to , j^i^xsibj^ent, &,om^ w!hich, 
fioweVer, iat tile ^ndbf 'thAt'p8rkd/;.tb«f wc^re reii^led,l)y tlie relenting 
T^iapeTt6t. '■ But the blttei^' ho0idlity'o£tAthanAsius,8tiJLl J^ept Arius and 
his party froM dl office j' ttfiftil, hstving ^xewyj^n!^ :i)^uenee at court, the 
Arians became the persecutors, imd/iikthMr tujq:^.,ob^in<ed the banish- 
' midit:>6f -AtKanaftitUb> .^{iiuisirthe oi^odo:^ aip^dh^^^ alike exhibited 

.^9S3ipnisP^t^,i di^giticeihe religion of thejme^k.and lowly Jesiisl , 

:. -Eor Jiree i^un4i:e^, years at least, ^Mb hereiiy< tlisfrnted tb*^ supe- 

' rioxityfwith the!fE>rthodo:^ iaitl). . It, was long the reigmng jreUgtoia of 

'i^lilis, and pievaifed/Te2M>^8i^(f4y JAltal^, l^ranbe, Hunigarf, and^AMca. 

'^t''if€!^cbted*£iitain-dboTit'rihtt^fouit]b^ century^ and *^iaSai. as li serj^nt," 

';<^Mi^4^ <d'eti9tt^ miScM^'ttiiion^ the:S»|;U^' churchy. 'Jn'tbe >^eyenth 

a^^ jbi^|/h .cetituries itbej^ast' to decUne,. And. soon shrunk . awa^ into 

c^iBpur^jf porners^ 1^ l5ST,^Seirvetus ^uod for /it^ a<.-|poii»g, i^ JijJ^neva, 

£N>n}B.^hf^c^.jgij ]6v:a^^ere^ iijto!folaiid^'| where it ^♦'as siiratUowed up)>y a 

4ei(dly8B<>i;iniAnitWi>^, (Jt r^^PP^red^iA* England in the' last' century^ and 

it may e^en yet be feapd fm).o9g >th9 Fresb3rteri£ms in the iioz^<^ Ire- 

land^oWhen^ how«^§r! it gj^ears to have, heard the final mimdatc^, ^^Set 

tliitkcitimise inordf^. &r.Aou.sbfdt dii5 and not livi6.'* ' 

>'iFhe|wimi^oUaiHkt^re;q^ flkis. heresy may be seei in the following 

lafobxeoMKniapHrtimiiiLm. - ,. 

- Ist^^-riie, th€ di^^iaf of the true and proper dhnnH^ df the Son of 

God. AxittS^ taii^^ii tJbi^t> Christ w«s not of the same nature with the 

Fakhflty rWtof i^^i^ziaturei» He conceded divinity to the Fathe^, but 
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he never admitted it in the like nature of the Son. He thus robbed 
the blessed Saviour of His true and proper Godhead. 

2nd. — This hereey equally deairoye the dwmityof the Eternal BptfU. 
The common doxology of the ^-^i^As ws^ not the majestic one of ^' Crlory 
to the Father J and to the Son, [and to the Holy Ghoety" but the scanty 
and evasive one of '^ Glory to the Father, by the San, and tn the Boly 
Ghost** Thus the noble doctrine of Jehovah, Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit, was overthrown ; and while they ascribed godhead to the Father, 
they reduced the Son and Holy Spirit to the low level of created 
agencies, and nothing more. 

3rd. — As a consequence, this heresy, if it can admit of salvation at aU, 
makes it dependent on a mere creature, and wickedly degrades it to the 
inferior standard of a creatv/re work alone. Nor can it possibly be 
otherwise, where salvation is made dependent upon a created Saviour. 
Equally so with the Holy Spirit. According to this appalling system, 
He can lay no claim to be called the "Eternal Spirit" (Heb ix. 14,) or 
to exercise divine power in quickening to life the " dead in trespasses 
and sins." Creatures, though of the highest rank, can never do more 
than creature work, and to this contemptible condition Arianiam reduces 
the Gospel of Him who is " over all, God blessed for evermore." 

4th. — This heresy, in effect, removes divinity fronn the whole system 
of Christianiiy. The Gospel presents us with a Christ in whom dwells 
'^ the illness of the godhead bodily," who also assures us that *' he ih^t 
hath seen Him hath seen the Father." Here is the true divinity, when 
to see Christ is also to see the Father. And on what other ground but 
that of divinity can blasphemy against the Holy Ghost be the unpardon* 
able sin 9 Is it possible that blaisphemy against any mere ereatuM can 
be of blacker wickedness than Maspheray against Gk)d? Yet such is 
Arianism. Originating in Jewish infidelity, and insolently denying the 
Triune God, it teaches its unhappy victims to idolice the corrupt hunan 
intellect, and to deny the saored claim, that " all men should, honour 
the Son even as they honour the Father.'' '' O my soul, come notiihoa 
into their secret; omto t^ir assembly, nmia honour, be not thou 
united I" 

(If'o 3, on *^ JMaguimsm," wiU appear in our next. J 



' -»■»■■»*•• ■>! 



HEABBfi HOMB. . 

NbabbB) nearaTf dnfcf iog aeacf rt . 

Eyen as we roam, 
To the land that's brighter, dearer, 

Our eternal home. 

Often rvtgg^A, wild and drtury. 

Is .the uphill r^ftd; 
And our hearts grow very we^ffy, 

Of our sins, a Toad. 

Tet we Bometiines have an iakling'. 

Of thejresbahOTe; 
And enjoy a blessed sprin]di;^g, . 

From the sea of love. 

Then rejoicing, boundlBg, leaj^ng, 

Sinnng as we go ; 
Ovf gubd feet the measure keeping, 

Like the bounding roe. 

Yet anon the storm donds gather. 
And the shade* of night 

Hide the smilings of our Father, 
From our longing sight 



Andims grope aad-hult and atuisUe, 

Fei^rii^ lest we fall ; 
Till our stubborn hearts grow humble, 

And the Lord our alL 
Then wheh we all m^ans havd takBn, 

And with sighs and ttara, 
We deplore oursolves forsaken,, 

Dawn once more appears. 

Sometimes on the lofty mountain, 

On the nigged lull ; 
SomfstimeB at the crystal foui^talnt 

Quaff of love our filL 

Sometimes ii^the silent valley. 

Where deep waters flow; 
And faith axnl hope, twin sistevs ht^f 

In luxuriance grow. 
Press we onward still, and nearer 

Till the moment come ; 
Wh^n ia tn^Muia, sweetai^ 4e4KaifL 

Jesus calls us home. 
Grayesend. D. Kbwman;. 
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While busily engaged in writing, a note came to hand which authorises 
lis to announce that the patriarchal metropolitan Baptist minister — 
John Andrews Jones — has been removed from this world, where for 
more than eighty-eight years he was an inhabitant. The note referred 
to, says, — 

" 260, Oxford street, July 15th, 1868. 

" Mr. C. W. Banks, — It is my painful duty to inform you of the 

death of Mr. J. A. Jones, which occured this morning at three o'clock. 

You will not be surprised, knowing he had been so long laid aside. 

Kindly insei-t some notice in the Vessel. I am, dear sir, yours truly, 

"A. Clark." 

Thus- the oldest head of a long-standing race of Gospel ministers 
has been laid -in quietness and rest ; and before another ten years haye 
rolled away, many others will be called to follow those who through 
faith and patience now inherit the promises. 

We can only say at the present^ that the aged man's end wa£ 
peaceful ; and without any painful emotions either of a mental or 
physical kind, he bowed hia head in death. Mr. Griffin, the successor 
in the pastorate to Mr. Jones, was with him on the Monday erening 
previfmsly, when a kind look and a hearty shake of the hand, bespoke 
the oontinaance of OFery faculty, although even then death had nearly 
done his work. In this case we certainly are not called upon to sorrow 
as those who have no hope, because Mr. J. A. Jones was decidedly a 
£ria believer in the New Covenant, of grace^ a bold and useful preacher 
of the Gospel of Christ, and an author of several works, whereby he 
earnestly contended for the faith once delivered unto the saints. Nearly 
thirty years have passed away since we first knew the deceased. Those 
thirty years have been most eventful in the Church's history as regards 
the departure of those venerable sirea whose ministrations helped much 
to perpetrate in London, and in other huge cities^ the glorious Gospel of 
the ever blessed God. A hasty glance over the last quarter of a cent- 
ury will shew the departure of noany respecting whom we may say their 
places have never been filled upu We cannot but think of such godly 
men aA Hawker, Cartwright, Doudney, Triggs, Tanner (of Exeter), 
Turner (of Sunderland), Chamberlain (of Leicester)) Isaac Beeman (of 
Cranbrook), John Warburton (of Trowbridge), W. Gadsby (of Man- 
chester), Joseph tons (of Camberwell), John Stevens (of Meard's-court), 
David Denham, James Kunn, Moody, John Pells, and hosts beside — 
men who lived and died in the faith, leaving behind them not a few 
whose souls were led to know the Lord through their instrumentality. 
Of Mr. J. A< Jones's departure we may have further particulars pre- 
sently. 



THE FUNERAL. 

On Tuesday afternoon, July 2l8t, 1868, the mortal remains of 
John Aj^drews Jones — the oldest Baptist minister in London — were 



conTByed^io'tbe: toiab# AUk aa eforlF boup ip. the: ^&£^(>(XfXpiJ^ chapel 
in £a4i<i]foail,tCiiy'ro^,lw9B opep^, ^uid, , was noon iUl^ T^th^^^^qj^ 
who evidentiy were laixu)a« to pa^r ihe \i^t tribute of x^p^t to '^^ 
minister and atewaxd ot Gocys wordv Shortij. ^fter thrf^e x>*clc^E^^i1j w^s 
evident by the deathly stiUnesd that the foueral had arrived.. . tlne^fii^t 
who entered the ohajpdi were the i»inistersj ;whq walkqd^with.: 




tread down iiheiuele: theiie wereMr.'^^l^^l Mil/^ier, Mr. Qeor^f^^j^^ 
Mr. JiohnHttKlton, Mr^JoBeph.W!ilIun9|an4iMi^^ • Mr> n^am 

Hawkins (8on-in4aw of deoea^ed) . wa« alpop^aiBnli,- The n^qur^^^ftyiflg 
been condoeted to their aeaU, the oo^i^ yr»& brought in^ and J^ac^cl^.ijai 
front of' the palmt. whieh was draped in .blfiM?k,, as were the "iamily ,pew 
and reading di»k . . , ! V, .. 

As Boon aa all arraiigeiBeia.t9 had been.^Qmpleted^ ]^uGi:^£nj^^f^C; 
cesser to Mr. Jcmea),. read athymi^^ which beiog. sung^ M^ pjaz^n 
read the £fth chapter of St. P^ura Second £^istle to, the Qoj^tlmai^i 
^' For we.know that.if our earthly bouse of this tabernacle were disaKHj^^ 
we have a building of God," &a Prayer followed. . ili^.. Qoorge 
Wyard, sen, thrni delivered an addtesa, in, the courae of which ^f>^id 
thej were assembled to pay respect to the rpmaina of an, old sfont^ j^d an 
old minister of the Gospel. They were about to tate the ixio^«^,.pa];t 
of their laiie bdbved fi^eodi and bury it. What , was t^nne^ fcjjieTJewel 
had gotke^ the^ eafiket <mly renaaining* Wliat was the exact condition 
of the departed soul they were unable to tell. St. John said, }f,Jt!^db^ 
not j'et appear, what we shall be, but we know that wh^a he shalt^pear 
we shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is.'' THkt MA(hk' iu they 
knew. Beferring to Mr. Jones, the speaker said he was muchi^^pdcted; 
and in travelling about the country ktely he had been asked if John 
Andrews! Jones was still alive? He had been asked that question the 
latter end of la^ we^, ^pd' he ha9 to t^^ in. tb^ ^ne^p^ve. Many of 
the quaint sayings of their departed friend would *iitrt Soon be forgotten. 
Mr. Wya^rd'Coni^i^dQd tih^ aervice with p?^er^ , ,_ , ( 

The funeral procession^which consisted of a hearse drawii 1>y four 
horses, five mourning coaches, and some private' carriages — proceeded to 
Abhey Park Oemetery. In th^immediate vicinity, oi? Jiiseh' CSmpetaoae 
marks of respect were ^hoWn, ftiany of the '«bops;b^g partfty '^oeedij^ai^i 
many of the inhabita^ Wend s^tatidl&g oUtsvlet>lfaeir^door8) taJUkimg^ the 
" Old hiinister wh<y' preafehed for ^siny yeard im Briekilebie./^ *i i '^ n k ^rr to \ 
' Having arrived ftt fixe icettiigt^, the ctiMpae witebovnett^ tflkt:&mil$^ 
grave, the ministers preaent aoMng ai^ pall^bceirersa AtkcrgeittiMPOja!^ ^ 
friends also congregated here to bid adieur to^ th^.t'emaina^off 1thiii;aiad 
minister of <lhe metrapoiiBy^ameiQgat whom we^ Mj*, .^p^Kan^ ^i;^^ Mr. 
rSamuel Jones, Mr. Evan Edwards, Mr. Syms, and Mr. Sack. 

The ceremony at the grave was coiiducted fcy Mr.^amuel Milner, 
who in the course of his addreiss fefeiid that itSadbeAi <h^'1nJft£/bf their 
.departed friend to be buried iii' Btinhill Fields, aitd-lie ha*^«ctafeHy 
agreed with the sexton^ and chbseh the spot. ' B^ Bil^l^'iMdidsilBd 
closed, and ^e old sexton had long since died. And surely no maitiiad 
merited more, if hei(Mh ]|Ci]in6r)iD(iight u«^ r^ha term ^ei^- tp J^ .buried 
in Bunhill iFidlds flhlnffihei whotliad i^rritten, 4he ^ei^oiHyfJ^.f^.^a^^pl^- 
Their late departed. iij^oDtduBed tp c^ himself aGiUit^* l^o^^j^^ 
ashamed of Gill, but he (the epei&w) ^was. w>tr 5'*^f*S wjere;j^fl^'Qills 
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now. A ixKOre learned, good, and spiritual man tlan GiU never lired. 
He ibd^Mvii'ti Gillite. Refetlng to deAth^ Mt: Miiner . iuLvi he had been 
thinldng tiiat the erytutlis was a simile 6f death* There waa the oater* 
pillar cra'v^Hn'g frbin Cabbage to' cabbagel. Left the baterpillarhe put in 
abdx.'' *It appears titr die; bnt after a time it comes forth a beautiful 
hutt^fat Taoik. ' 'And so their departed -M^id ma now'temored from 
e&tikijx&'body ^tis nbw crathUiiig asni <mingKng ^nith the earth, but 
hb BOtd' hUi' flotm. ' It was qtdte ' posdihle that some: i»lway might 
cutthirditi|^'1^ttt git>tind' a hundred ye^tv hence, but the d«st in thftt 
grave yrsk fn'safb keeping, and when t^ rerari^ctlon nkorn came, €k)d 
wotildbringthafc'b6dy upoirt of the gi^re.' It was atdaiiBe for thank- 
fiihiess that ma^ny members of the family were the Lord^s people* They 
would' iipiieet their Aither again — ^not M their ftther, bat a» theix brother 
in (%Hi^, foi* t^m wieiit but one Hettd in Heay^n«^the Lord Jesus 
Chr^. *Yet he would be glad to see^thein, asid they* (would- be glad to 
see hiih. ' ' Iti coif dilsion^ the speakcir urgecl «ipoii them ii6 hold Bstst those 
troths 'whi^h were ^o dear to their father, and ilot -be laishsmed of them 
for thdre'is nothing to be ashamed of in the truth of God. 

Mr^. 'Wilkiiis, of S6ho, closed the solemnities, bri : pnmounicuig the 
benedictiem. ' • ' ", •; 

The large nliimber of persons — AjPber taiking l3ie last look at the 
coffin '^hich ^contaitied all that was niet^l of John lAadrews Jonesh-*- 
dispersed. •'• ..r ^ . .. « i,.(.. 

The funeral was conducted by Mr.' Sathuel' Afintoh, tf St. John 
street road. '■.'..'-.'. .-;. .i 
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PASTOR OP THE BAPTIST CHtTtCCJtt, MEtetIl*H6^' i!?^^A% <JHAPEL, 







PEACOCI^ STREET, GRAVfiSfiKD. ' ' ' 



Oir ^Hst^AY, 4uly 21si^ 1868^ in thalBM^mfig ajb, a|.qi|iuiep. past seven, 
Xbotnae^ Wi^il^-^the' Ghrarvsend. paetor^t w^v^v^igr ^3i44i^7 Biunn^>ned 
to h&s^aecieukit; « We had y^t armnged^t^ >a;bti^(i4.th^ fwopial of Mr. 
John Andrews Jdues: (^whdch. :took : iplaoec > 09 . f^ - ^m^ 4ay),. when Mr. 
Lafi0<callte«^ nt'Our dfiee with the sadinMli^^oe. : . A-^ ]th£s late period 
«f therttMmth we/can only seo^td the j9»oti butt iii. oyiir Sii^pliember number 
w^%haU risfercmore fully to it. ' . • -i v., 

' '^6 t#t(fbllowit^ lett^n^-is aU >ww'«Bm give diiat monilh t — 



'A'- . ....... -I r , .!•■•,', I- J X 



.'ill liiftu^iW^f^^^,^^ " IBB EARraj3f VESSEL.** 

('i **Mhr Di4R.S£R.-fr-T-Will .you kindly iosertthjf^^ brief but 

sad eoeoiUiLt, > ^^Ji.t moaxth a furthW dj^oxipti^.of ^the ;mbumful event 
wiUbe. et^ntf { Ic^ puWipation. Yours feithwly in t^e bondi of the cove- 

^ ' ^*. We ' have ta record the auddtti death of Mrw T- Wall, of Zion 
Gha|)e};'PejBtcock stj^et,^ (^tesend. - ' !the nnniiiiiM ^evenit ooouced on 
Tui^dkjr,' Juljr 2lst. TUte CAiurch and OAngvegatLon in thor suffer- 
ing fitnn'tHs sSEd ' bereavement praycit^Hy solicit the'sympathy and help 
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(^ihexoiEduiters of tke Baptist Churches, bfsnpplymg the pulpit fbrtlibn 
in this their time of n^eed/' 

TO THE EDITOR OF THE EASTHEN VESSEI*. 

'' GraTesend, July 2l8t, 1868. 
'^ Dbab Sib, — This morxking on leayxng mj hbme I heard a report 
that our pastor, Mr. Wall, that servant' <^ Christ, had gone to his rest. 
For some time he has suffered from disease of the heart ; and' "we have 
sometimes been afraid that he wonld be taken while preaehing. But the 
Lord sustained him in this troublesome world untii Tuesday morning, 
July 21st. On that morning he was rislttg about half^past six, having 
an engagement in London, when he was suddenly seised with pain. He 
sat down in the chair, but did not i^eak, and expired immediately. We 
must say, '^ The Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken away, and Idi^ed 
be the name of the Lord.'' O that the prayer of his Church ma^ be 
raised, that this solemn lesson . may make a* deep impression on ali who 
hear it. Yours in sorrow, '* A Mbmbobk.'' 



JMt 0f ^r. §Iija| ^u)^ty, 



OF HORSELYDOWN. 

■ 

In the Editor's absence from town, it is our sorrewing duty to announce 
the departure to a brighter world of biai old, sincere, tried, and devoted 
friend, Mr. Eluah Packer. This solemn event occurred at bis 
residence on Friday morning, July 24th, 1868, after a few daysf iUness. 
During the editor's pastorate at Crosby Row and Unicom Yard, the 
deceased occupied the double position of deacon and derk, aaid his im- 
pressive and cheerful manner of conducting this part of the worship of 
God, with the beautiful and suitable reading of the hymns, h^ devo« 
tion to the cause, his sympathy for the p^Qr^hils ^'iQheering.word*' for the 
cast-down, and his general characteristic for kindness to all, has endeared 
him to thousands of the children of God, and his name is embalmed in 
their memory associated with feelings of love and gratitude^ To u^it is 
a great bereavement. We have lost a good, kind, afTeotioaate^ and •eon* 
stant friend ; but we know our loss is his everlasting gaiut. 

We expect the Editor will next month) if spared^ refer to this 
solemn event. 



A LETTER BY THE JuATE ARTHUR TRIGGB TO MBS 

LOUISA FRANCE. 



I AGAIN" hail and greet you, because you belong to Christ ; peace be unto 
you, and love with faith, from God the Father, and the Lord J«sas 
Christ, who is our hope, the author and finisher of faith, and the author 
of eternal salvation ; and they killed the Prince or author of life; J^t 
He laid down flis life of Himsdf, and He took it up again. He is the 
resurrection and the life, li'^g in the presence of 'G'dd for us, 6;nd sdtbi 
** Because I live, ye shall live also;" and we being' taised up together 
with Him, lite, dead to sin, and our Hfife is Md with Christ in God, and 
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cannoi die any more, are the children of God, beinp^ the children of the 
resurrection. And thus we are partakers of the first resurrection, are 
passed from death nnto life, and cannot come into condemnation. What 
a miserable life professors are living, judging after the fiesh, and its con- 
stant changes in* feeling ; and thus they do despite to the Spirit of grace, 
aiid s^t asMie Jesus Ohrist, the same yesterday, to-day, and for ever. 
But to the believers in Him He is precious, in life or death, sickness or 
health, tionow or joy ; and He is made • of God unto us wisdom, and 
righteousness, and sanotification, and redemption. The person, fulness 
and salvation of Chmt appears to be but little known, consequently, 
contending for the faith once delivered to the saints is almost obsolete, 
the differing parties striving for the mastery; thus the potsherds are 
striving with the potsherds of the earth, and confusion and evil works 
are manifest and my once Bethel hath been made an hole of the asp and* 
like the cockatrice den ; fair words and plausible speecMwere plentifully 
propelled from the tongue, but deceit and hypocrisy were nursed until 
a convenient time when it was developed by lies, and now the propagators 
of the same are caught in their own craftiness, and are dethroned and 
gone into exile. Nor will the crafty words published in the newspaper 
prove them to be what they desire ; they, the late so-called deacons, the 
church, and congregation, have no more right to Trinity chapel than I 
have. This is enough on the subject of the doings of men who keep 
baok the wa^s of the labourer which they engaged to him ; but it was 
great mercy fiwm the Lord that I was delivered from the mouth of the 
lion and the paw of bear and the nncircumcfeed Philistine, and I sing 
unto the Lord, " The Lord liveth, and blessed be my rock, and let the 
Godof- my^ salvation be- e3Mdted'." I live in and by and for the Lord, 
kept in pdi^t peace, with the mind stayed upon the Lord, looking for 
that biassed hope; and the glorious appearing of the great God and 
Savioiur, oar Lord' Jesus Christ, to whom we say, "Whom have I in heaven 
butithee, and there is none on earth I deside beside thee," Jehovah, our 
eTerhstiiDg li^ht, our God and our glory, hallelujah. Love, blood, and 
salvaiion abound in your heart, and all those with you that love our 
Lord JesuB 'Christ in sincerity and truth, and it is good at all times to 
consider Him that endured such contradiction of sinners against Himself 
lest we be wearied ami ikint in otir minds. And it is through much 
tribulation -^e must enter the kingdom, this is the Lord's love way, and 
I love it, because by living and walking in it, we learn to say, ** We 
know that all things work together for good to them that love God,**^ 
and are the called according to His purpose ; and f he purpose of God 
according to election! must stand, each of your moving and movements 
makes one less, and with me the last will soon came out of the lower 
house into the upper to see Him as He is, <fec. Cheer up, beloved, 
** For if €k)d be for us, who can be against usi" and we may say con- 
tinually, <* The Lord is my portion," saith my soul, " therefore will I 
hope in Him." And we are the Lord's portion. His inheritance and 
His possesaicm, joined to Him and one spirit, and it is written, " He that 
toucheth you toucheth the apple of His eye/' O sapred mystery, 
glorious truth, an^ precious, precious, precious Lord Jesus. In the 
unity ;of the Spirit and bond of peace, my Mary, with me, salutes you 
and yonr sisters, married or virgins, all one in Christ Jesus, and of Him 
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L$ 8cdd unto us, *^Tbj maker is thy hustoid, tibe ]^Qrd.{)£ SobIib is 
His name, and thy Redeemer, the Holj One oi Israeli the C|:ixL^^, ^ the 
earUi shall He be called." Our love ako to om*: s^stersi ,jqvl ^ntion, 

Mrs. C— 7^, and D , the widofw, hev daiQ^tipr> pm4 ^^^ sofi. jB^i^ 

thank you for your kind remembraDce ; the daughteip 8^]|4 V^ye tplifou. 
One vei-se to sing :*^ 

O sveet eto^Aay io sing tmd ttioe, 

Tha amazing heights and depths of grace j 

And spend from sin and sorrow free, 

A blissful vast eternity. • ' • J . /. m 

I thank you for the stamps, all is -well. — Yoi«rs in /our .pteeious 
Lord Jesus, • ' -A. TRIQG& 

3, Argyll Road, Brixton Road, London, S: * " ' " "^ ^ " ' ' 

Jan. 6. 1858. . ^ ^ ' '' ''^1 ^''' 

'■' " ^'■• " " "* ' ■ ' ^ ' • ' . / . J " ff >V', < . 

l^HE EDITOR OF ^'THE GOSPEL ^TA?rr)ARD'fe'*^^l>^lSW«R 

.TO "A -WEAKIJN.G." .„. ,. ,,, „';;,.;, 



'» r: '• Jr^'-'; 

» I" . ,T 



RtALLY.one is aceustomed to hear so much of the editor .of %h^hG(^^ 
*Siandard, of Ms great mind, and sound judgment, >th»t.'w^ 't^w^ify^ly 
astonished t^hen we read his anirrer in the hot noidiber iof tha^.iW'gfgrilie 
to a correspondent signing himedf *^ A . Weaktingj" -It pf^itpAf^n ibis 
person had upon his mind some cknbtS'iis tofthe.pos^ibili^^^ ^^lUpg 
iinally from grace, which doubts Wer6 OMaedby iionie^MeiMbT^ting to 
him the circumstances of a celebrated hynm Writer ha/nfig |9QM^^ 
suicide. This poor '^ weakling" goesinth his foiinlsn^ Hoes«pi^p^ to 
the editor and lays before him a letter.. The geeotoAnd -hMf^rWn 
instead of proving the invalidness of the agreemen^^ by .neiwiwViffg ti»t 
Very frequently, in fact almost all suicides are iOMumitted jn^M^: ti^ 
mind is in an unsound state, and eonseqoentiy.HvuUJia^ail^AilW^llppg 
to do with a man's spiritual standing, be aAtaeks ihe petSQa^ff^fiftpa^ 
the .problem to the ^'-weakling,'' and disposes of .him tbudOi^SlTQ^Kfan 
tell him that if he likes to fiiil, he is quite &ee ^Bo • aK^^lnH'i*^^^^ 
children of God have a firmer standing, and' a bcAteriVwniAl ^vfi^ 
full and final safety than he is fteqaainted with;." -Whft^/,-a^/df^@9#^ 
thing to tell a man, niote thie ftlnio^ bkaphemoiistlangnagerj^^X^^^ ^ 
%e likes to fall, he is fi^ee to do so/' If Mr* WeUs h^-mii^m^'^M^ 
a remark, how this editor woatld hav^ t^isiideted, . fadw^^/WQ^ 
been shocked ; it would hsive been wiorse 'tiim tha I^hAbibvf^in^ii^^^ 
though I know- nothing of Mf. "WbUs^ aald ha;rej antrec a^Ut^^ ^l#^ 
hiim^ I venture to say he Would not iiave'iised BUohittQ ^^(^fleMi^)n 1^ 
really is not only shocking when viewed with <regaA;d/it»)^ff^m)i ^ 
thing as a man falling, but it is so senlBelesB vrhen •-idB«ed>i«lli^fj^glM ^ 
the doctrine of election and predestination, v of: whiokidiwjfli^^^fitff' 
Philpott is such a firm advocate, and would ihavejufa belkvv^c^ ^J?^^ 
^rong believer in, if we may trnl^t his writiii|g8) iwh^ljd (#H ^ 
know of him, as I have only seen him onoe which 'tv»» 0>Um^yt:ptilriPf^^ 
*' Tell him if he likes to fkll," &11 from Vhat I.aidc^r > U '^.x^^Mfi?^ 
3, house top, common sense would say be* lUusi/have bid>ei^:^fitl\%^^ 
top or' he could not have fallen from it ; so then it follows that Wore a 
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mai w flQlffoth gf^^ ^^ musji have been a subject of grace, or he 
cbiim'^^'h'ftve falletifix>ittit;'b^ Mr. Philpot cannot believe tbat ;^ 
^ul^i^'bf grace caii fallfrohi it, neither d6 I, neither did HujQtingtQD, 
iopMY; CalvitiV'GilV^d a noble bost bedide, wbd ane. th^ favourite 
authors of Mr. P.^ '*Oiioe in Christ in Giunat for ever," is an 
ofb quoted line with him, and with all who hold ih.e doctrine of grace. 
Then what could he have intended to convey by> such an answer 1 Does 
he mean that he was, at liberty to commit stiicide? Oh, dreadfal 
thought ! No. I cannot believe the learned editor intended his corre- 
Bpaudrnt' ^^ WeaklJAg'.* to tell his friend auch a thing ,as that. The mean- 
ing ti^eii ik/6%sciite, I cannot see it, but surely then, there must be a mean- 
ing, but too infinite for any or4iuar,y understanding ; we all know the editor 
of the publication in question lays claim to great eruditiian, though I do 
not remember to have seen any insignia of it, such as, *' D.D.," " M.A," 
or even ''B.A/\ after his name, am aware that he has written some sort of 
mtf^leif as ta^hii reasons , for }efiving one of the universities, but as I 
have not been so fortunate fits to' have read it, I am ignorant £t8 to his 
position there, whether he Wtis first prii^man, senior wrangler, or what,, 
perhaps some of his admirers will kindly inform me, not that I should 
ri^ia^d l&i^ any ihe nLore fdr. any aiOiOuntrof g4?ho]ar8hip, as I am well 
convii9ilsed some > of tthacmost iUiienlte. haye be^n wonderfully taught 
'frWfi^iifeoff'es' bat' whe» y«i findaflftan.so w:<xnderfally dogmatic, and 
cl^s^E<i!bedifts £10 immeafliiugaiiAy.'sQperiQir to his fellows, you naturally ask 
^hftt daitnf h^hfl»:tosnch apoatSiogEi, . 

wiiij^nednduBioi^ I ^isk wlkat effect could thfit answer have had upon 

^e^Mbid^^^'A Weakling*'/. 3t« Paul. enjoined upon the ministers of 

* <lafe«'td^^*ftiippoi*tthe weakv^'tindl ha¥e.oftea thought that one of the 

''d^ei^ ^1^ of a mlnistei^ Ss to try to do. 90. Hjfo doi:^bt '^ A Weakling 

'ftlt'-tilife'iieiatter psreseing' heavily <up(»x bis imiivd> and he- naturally laid the 

'*!ha^l^^befeQ^'a> minister of tlua .Gospely buit what comfort could he have 

^iaab^frOtti'^tttthan ■ answer? . I should mj di^Gculty was added to 

^ffidufltjr; olMcarity beaamerxiio;r$) d^ie« md ^op^quently hia niind was 

tno¥e troubled, '^Tellhimif :he likea t«?.falljhe is at liberty to doso;"^ 

^nM t6 opau ! HofV does he kno^vr h» would be permitted to fall, I ask ; 

''I'V^< ^i6t'aw«tre tint it was ^'^ wi<ib maiuto direct his steps/' Idid^not 

'fe^O#;it^wtoti^'the'|^bwer of waso^ to &^1, or else w^ieife would 1;>e the. use 

' df 4i^g outiiriih:ihe Piabi^^' '^Hpld tbou jne ^p, and X shall be 

^ai^*^'Whi^ IsitUe ejaotda&ti ' from this Jbeaxt x>f every child of God 

'^ttbB2fMtfffie0<a'da[jr,imdtifae!|ten to wiiom he was. told to deliver that 

'^^Iriii^M-ibeMag^ must Jianre bflieflL achMd of Go<}, Qr he would not have 

\MJf position to»^flive.&li&eil.fiif)xs^.a£ryb^aire. proved* I, hav,e freq^uently 

' notf^d^ ttiftfiy nemfaidEB io^itiie/ailswersr/Of tihe editor of that publication 

' ic^^^id^te^pondekitSi^hidi.I a|fti«i|jte he would have never made, if he. had 

'^itoK^ yrti llyi ocflOBidered them befiwre gendiqg them forth, I ain fearful 

^Bi9i3l$tt{MS|f often' getfi the boater oS his judgment, and, that hie h^^s too 

, ttiiftik iM)te«Qtttl»i:'l^ too. little j^gard for the opinion 

akd ^Uiitii «f ietiiartpeopdai ^H^w ^i^e^t ja t^e conti*ast in this i^espect 

' '^^<bl3(«HMitor><3f tbft SiyftVHEif ysaftBiii I Poor man, I regret to ^ee him 

^' iftb ^di^isa JdU s -Jpoution^ : .Ml^ INlltQr a^4 ^ppier.d^s yet dawn upon 

l^jHhmi^'fM i£k where itheliovd's .people aLw^-ys have been founds 

'••.t^o ir-fU -.woiior n , ... . ,, .'..;. JOHN W;. .HOPKINS. . 



250 



THE EAB^HBN VMSBBL, 



Aug. 1, 1866. 



<Sur <|hut[rltits, #ui[ f astm[s, an4 #»)[ |iio^k 



TO THE cmmOH AND OONGKEGA- 
GATION W0B8II1PPING IN THE- 
BAPTIST CHAPEL, OASTLEREAG H 
STBEET, SYDNEY, AND TO ALL 
THE EBIENDS OF CHBIBT AND 
TRUTH, BCATTEBED THBOUGH- 
OUT THE COLONIES OP AUSTBA- 
LABIA. 

On Monday, June Ist, brother Pelt 
droTe me to IrthliDgborongh. Tt being 
Whit Monday the world was ont following 
divevB lusts and pkasnres, and no less 
than seven clubs assembled in the village ; 
bat for the clubs there would have been 
» chapel full of people. There were about 
one hundred present, and to them I 
preached of these things, which are unto 
the Christian more precious than all 
the world calls good or great. 

While others after earth aspire, 
Christ is the pleasure I desire. 

The collection was £1 lOs. ; after the 
aervice, we drove back to Sharnbrook, a 
distance of nine miles. 

Tuesday, 2nd. — I lectured in the Bap- 
tist chapel Sharnbrouk, brotiier Pelt^ pas- 
tor of the church, presided; brother 
Baker, who was preaching at Carlton 
pibyed for the divine presence ; the chapel 
was full of people who listened most 
attentively ior over two hours while I 
related some of the wonders of providence 
and grace. The collections were very well, 
considering that half was for the school 
connected with the Baptist church, leav- 
ing for the Sydney cause, £9, 

Wednesday, 3rd.— I was most 'kindly 
invited to dine with the deacons and pastor 
of the church, worshipping in Woodbridge 
<ji8pe1, Clerkenwell I was received in 
the kindest manner by those good breth- 
ren, at the house of Mr. Kendle, whom 
I have known for many years. In the 
erening I lectured in the chapel. The 
pastor, brother Luckin, prayed most 
sweet^ and fervently for the divine 
presenze and blessing, there was a good 
attendance. I felt that I was greatly 
honoured of God in having the opportu- 
nity to^peak in tfaftt chapel, wheve my 
soul twenty-nine y«an ago was delivered 
and brought into Gospel liberty, under 
the ministry of that greatly honoured 
servant, Bichard Luckin. I hsva and ever 
shall love him fot his work's take. Th« 
collection amounted to £2G^ 

Thursday 4th.-- ^I lectured in the Bap- 



tist chapel, Silver street, Kensington. The 
pastor of the church, brother Crompton, 
took the chair ; in consequeneo Of the 
rain, there were not so Bany prcMnt as 
would have been, bat by thosA'who were 
present^ I was most kindly MW^ived ; the 
collection was £S 5s. l|d. Tired snd 
weaty, I arrived at my lodgings by half- 
past twelve o'elook. 

Lovd's^di^, 7th. — ^I pc a ch o d m the 
Baptist ehftpel, New Mill, Txing, in the 
evening in the tabernacle, which was 
crowded. 

On Monday 8lh.-*«I leefcHred to a<&«pel 
full of people in New Mill oWpel, btother 
Bennett, prayed for the Lord to be in oar 
midst. I was well received by the Trtng 
friends; the collection was jAo 6e. 5|a, 
which was the glennings, fbr on the Siai- 
day before, there were collections for 
their owjl cause, sod liketwise vm the 
Tuesday. 

The next day, Tuesday 9th.— I went 
to Two Wateis, and preached to^a chapel 
full of people. I was veiy nrooh hkst 
with the Lord hulping me^ asd thsipsopl^ 
who are poor in this world, bnt rich in 
faith, they did all they could ; the ooUee- 
tion was xl 4s. 6|d. 

Wednesday, lOth.— Inthe krgsisahool 
room belonging to the B^tist chtpel, 
Hemel Hempst^, I lectureid. The pbu^e 
was fuU, and I was well received, the 
collection was £2 4s. 8d., two fitiends 
gave me 10s. each, makiaig thdamoant 
£3 48. 8d. 

Thursday, 11th, After a round-aboat 
and in-and-out journey, I arrived at £Qg^ 
Wycombe; the pastor of the Baptist 
church, brother Cbivers, met me at the 
station, and took me to the ho^e qi^ oaa 
of his deacons, where I was made to, feel 
that I was welcome. At seven o'clock, 
the lecture commenced, brother Chivers 
took the chair, and did indeed pl«a4 with 
the people to help, and show, to the 
Australians that tnere is in Engjiand 
true Christian sympathy ; the collecti«i 
was €6 Ss. '9Jd. 

Tuesday, I le^ fli^h Wycombe Isr 
Leamington, there I obtained iCb, ftVBi 
Mr. Payne, After a parting, cup of tea 
with Mr. and Mrs. Stow, I left by the 
train for Birmingham ; that night' I slept 
abtHe iNMse of Mr. Podl. Oti the lit of 
June, Mrs. Pool entered her hearealy 
zest, leaving her husband and one dear 
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to mourn in the wildcniefls. 
Ihsj are now sowing in team, may they 
reap in joy. 

Satoraay, 13th. — I called npon the 
SOBS of my dear friond .andbraiher 
SdMhf of Chelfli8f<»d, when Mr. N. B. 
Beach gate me £6. I then called upon 
Mn. and Mias Strickland, who gave me 
Jl. 

"^Y the three o'clock tnun, I arrived in 
Sbrewsbory, and was received by one, a 
seal to my ministry when I preached in 
Birmiiigham twenty-three years ago. I 
rgoicein that she is walking in the truth 
and blessed by the 6od of truth. 

Lerd's-day 14ih.r-^In the Baptist chapel 
Shrewsbury, where brother 6r. Wyard, 
juD., is prcaehing the Gospel of Christ ; 
I was favoured by my good Master to speak 
in his name, with acceptance unto the 
saints. In the afternoon, I gave an ad- 
dress to the school and was pleased with 
(he opportaBity of speaking a word of 
enootttagement to the teachers who are 
engaged in the good work of teaching 
the naing genemtion the history of truth. 
May the Holy Ohoat teach them its 
mysteiy. 

Monday 15th.-^It being a public holi- 
day in Shrewsbury, the Baptist Sunday 
school was taken ' to the ruins of Haugh- 
mottd Abbey, I aecompanied them to that 
reoewned place of Popish relies. Leaving 
Shrewsbury by the North, or Gastlefore- 
gate, a suburb one mile in length, and 
advaneiog on the main road to the right 
of the old Heatn turnpike, a landscape of 
delightfol scenery expands itself watered 
by the Severo, which in different places 
is seen to glide through the meadows 
heiow, while a range of swelling hills, 
with the noble Wrekin, extend along the 
suronnding distauce. 

About three miles hence, on a rising 
ground stands the picturesqiie ruins of 
HanghQiond Abbey skirted by a wooded 
uplands The position commands an ex- 
tensive view over the great plain of 
Shrewsbury, to the south-west, heightened 
by the towering spires and castle of the 
town, and & large tract of mouLtainous 
country, in which those gigantic land 
marks between England and Wales, the 
Moel-y.golphon, Celfyn-y-Castel, and 
Breedden hills form a prominent feature. 

The earliest fotindation of a Popish 
religious house at Uaughmond appears to 
have originated in a priory some time 
between the year 1130 and 1138, and to 
have progressed into a monastery in or be- 
fore the year J 165. 

While I stood upon one of the mined 
towers, looking through the iron bars, 
I tried to realize the sufferings of those 



of our fathers, through whose faithfal- 
ness and sufferins unto death we were 
delivered from me darkness of that 
Popish night, I thought of the decision 
and ^determination of immortal Busyan, 
who said while in prison for truth sake, 
''X would rather that the moss grow 
upon mv eyebrows, if frail life ohonld 
last 90 long, than violate my iaHth and 
principles. I was obliged to deny myself 
the pleasure of remaing longer with the 
friends and the school, having to lecture 
in Oswestry at seven o'clock, a distance 
of eighteen miles. I arrived just in time, 
the minister of the Baptist chapel took 
the chair, bat there were only a few per- 
sons present, and many of those did not 
come until past the time to commence the 
lecture ; it was a cold affair. There being 
no one who conld give me a bed, I was 
obliged to leave off before I had finished 
my lecture, and then run to the train, 
and jump into a carriage just as the train 
was starting* The friends at Oswestry 
got the bills printed, which cost 10s., tibie 
collection was 98. 7d. so that I had to 
pay 5d. and my railway fare, 6d. out of 
my own pocket. The train being late, I 
did not arrive in Shrewsbury, until paet 
eleven o'clock ; not having had anything 
to eat since three o'clock, I felt somewhat 
faint and weary. 

Tuesday 16th. — I am now within. the 
bounds of civilization, most kindly cared 
for by loving friends, Mr. and Mrs. Wil- 
liams. This evening I lectured in the 
Baptist chapel, St. John street hiU» 
Shrewsbury. J. Biatton, Esq., Mayor of 
Shrewsbury, took the chair, the pastor of 
the church, brother Wyard, prayed ; the 
chapel was comfortably filled, and the 
people listened with great attention, Not 
being able to get through the whole of the 
lecture, I was requested to finish it on 
Wednesday evening 17th. The amoimt 
collected after lectures was w^ 4s. Id. ; 
30s. was given to me by a friend^ and 208. 
by another, which increased the amount 
for Shrewsbury to £S 14b. Id. On Lord's- 
day the collection was for the school, 
which I am told was the best they have 
had for a long whUe, thus, while they 
; have helped us they have not iignred 
themselves. 

Lord's-day, June 21st. — ^Through the 
preserving mercies of my ever gracious 
Lord, in the great and busy city of Man- 
chester, I was favoured to preach in the 
Baptist chapel, HughTemple street, where 
brother Smith has for several years 
preached the Gospel. The congregation 
was but small, there was only pulpit 
notice given that I should preach, and no 
arrangement made for me to lecsttite dur- 
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ing the week. It appeared to me to be 
a Tory cold affiikir, out for the San of 
righteonsneeB, I should faaye been frozen 
by reason of the icebergs I metidth. One 
of the deaeons, brother GFeeohougfa^ re- 
ceived me into his house, and treated me 
-with the most Christian kindness, made 
me both weleome and comibrtable, and 
interested himself on my befanlf ; but for 
brother Greenhongh, I don't know what 
I should hare done ; the Lord U sshiih 
and his dear family shall ever foe my 
prayer. The collection on Lord*s-day, 
was £b 9s. 9d. After the morning ser- 
vice many of the friends were wanned up, 
and felt that it was wrong that no ai*- 
rangement was made for me to lecture, 
and requested that I should lecture in the 
chapel on Wednesday. On the evening 
of that day the 24th, I lectured upon 
Australia, and was well received by the 
people. The collection was £4 making a 
total of £9 9s. 9d. I received a kind 
welcome from the mother and friends of 
the gentleman (Mr. Jeake) who died on 
boa^ the " Great Britain," whose deatii 
is recorded in my Log Book ; but for the 
Log Book» his mother would not have 
known any particulars of his death. To 
her it was a great comfort to know that I 
attended him during his veiy trying ill- 
ness, and that he was able to declare his 
fJEOthin Christ, in whom he fell asleep. 
When she shook heads with me, she gave 
me £S. 

I had the opportunity of going over 
Sir Elkahah Armitage^s cotton mills ; no 
less than 1.500 haacb employed, and Mr. 
Leake's engraving works, where there are 
400 employed ; it was very wonderful, I 
will give you all the particuhuv when I 
arrive home. I attended a teachers' t«a 
meeting at the Baptist chapel, and by 
request addressed their tMchers. In 
connection with the school a Bond of 
Hope was formed ; 332 signatures have 
been reeeived to the pledge of total ab- 
stinence from intoxicating drink, ranging 
£rom the age of six to seventy-six. There 
has been also an anti-toJbaeco society 
formed. The first meeting was held in 
March, the motto oft his society is, total 
abstiaenoe from the use of tobacco; 
Twenty-nine persons put their names 
to the pledge, the ages from eight, the 
youngest, to sixty-thre^ the eldest. With 
your help I will endeavour to form such a 
society in connection with our school in 
Sydney, when lam once more among you 
in my work. 

Saturday, 27th, I arrived in Rochdale. 
On my way to Heywood, I called upon 
brother Kershaw, the minister of the 
only Particular and Strict Bi^tist church 



in Rochdale, who has for more than forty 
yean pieadied the Qo^el, ia Hope 
chapeL He received me very-kindly, and 
said that he was glad to see me, had heud 
of mefor many -jFears. I asked him if he 
would ansttge for me either to pNSch or 
lecture inliis chapel ; he said ihai it could 
not be arranged for they were going to 
commence their' anntlal cleaning of the 
chapel, I said weQ, the school roodi would 
do ; Mr.'K. said that they were going to 
clean that also. I then enquired what 

Elace can I have in the town? "** The public 
aU," he replted. I then said, *' Kow if I 
take the the public halt will you take the 
diair,** he said "No, I cannot do that" I 
then asked him, " Will yon give notice of 
the lecture on LordVday to your people f 
He said " No ! I won^t have anything to do 
with it !" I felt exceedingly sorzy, and 
very much cast down, to think that a 
minister of the same faith and order with 
myself, should refuse to hold a helping 
hand to a brother 16,000 miles away from 
home. I did think that in Lancashire I 
should Have met with the kindest and 
wannest reception, and particularly in 
the district of Rochdale ;' for' during the 
cotton distress, the people of all the 
colonies of Australia, subscribed and foe- 
warded many thousands of pounds ; the 
collections that we made aftior two ser- 
mons amounted to £4Q, and now I am 
told in the very district where moist of the 
money was sent, in relation to onr ovn 
needs, ** I won't have anything lo dp with 
it." I could not help saying while on my 
way to Mr. Ashwortn one of the deacons 
of the Haywood, Baptist church, 

*^ How many ttiii^;8, alas, liegmie. 
Sometimes a tascinating smite 
Wni cheer- the drooplq^ heart; 
But what, alas ! are creature .smiles? 
They ofteo prove but Satan's wilea» 
Andprovea secret d^art. 

The very man that smf lea to-dmy. 
Will turn his fistoe anoUier .waj^ 
. And frown perhaps to-morrow. 

Lord help me then to trust in thee. 
And from the creature set me frde. 
Although I now am down ; 
For thoa caast raise 3n» np again^ 
And moiES the path before me j^aio, 
th^Q let the creatjure frown.** 

I was received by brother John Ashworth, 
pd his good wife, «nd t^reated by them 
in the kindest manner, w^ch to me was 
a great comfort particulariy after meeting 
with •* Icebergs.^' After tea I visited the 
old church, St. Chad, and , saw, the tomb 
of John Collier, the poet, and author of 
the Lancashire dialect, who used to sien 
himself, " Tim Bobbin.** He died at tV 
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$^{ wiveitt^M, in the y%0t 1786 ; finm 
1»# iciftJHttone 1 c«pved the following 

'" B«velfefr JcAn, aiid witb MiA KA17, 

.^ ND'W0B4er tbfvl ttiey ao a^cee, 
Jobh wants no punch, and Moll no tea.^ 

Lora5sTday, 28th, — I went to Heywood. 
Biothot', Poweli, pafitoir of tba churchi 
preiach^ in^the moming a good truthful 
mpoiff.wjt^ich was listened to inth profit 
%.,the. |>eople. In the afternoon and 
evei4»gr X preached, and lectured on 
Mondaj night. , The people who are poor 
m this.wQrw, gayer me a good ^pUection, 
ifhioh lunounted to JS^ 9b. OJd. 

On Wednesday I agai>i preached, and 
alto^thte.J spent a. very happy time wiUi 
the pastor imd friends oC the Hey wood 
canw. There are many there who love the , 
oldLOopp^]^ tjie good old wine, and who 
Jiave no' desire for the new and fashion- 
able j^r^a;cjiiiig of tUe day. X met with 
soin^of prd, John SyVes* stamp, who was 
a man of ^decided truth, ,and *who could 
not (^nipathipe with the man-made minis- 
ters, and once; gave notice iti *' Slathwite," 
I w{U gi-^f^ it ^ou in his own words : 

"God, wilhog^ John Kershaw, from 
Roc^flkle, will prach here, next Lord's- 
3ay, j9^sa|t%tionfast a booth ends, as for 
tlioas r)imed shirts, and turned up toppins, • 
ve^n naq 4nuff on p, you may goo to the 
moQptdins of Gilhoa and prophesy to the 

The IS^pr, of Bochdale most kindly 
offered to jtaie \h^ chair, if»I would 
lecture JgltHe town., '^| went to" Roph- 
daleoit Thursday/ in ordier to make the| 
necessary ajrax^gements, and after at- 
tempting, ^Xv do so I, felt coDstrained to 
give it j^^fttQly mx^ that X could not suc- 
ceed; Ri^^e^banaed) ttnles* I went over 
to the^^ifct^l IBaptistsj thd |^articu- 
lar Baptists would" not have anything to' 
do witt;in^^,.«jHi. I felib ^hat I oould not 
have anytfaiiig to do with the General 
Baptists: "I fhc^ore left RocMale by, 
train for Manchester, and was again re-, 
ceiv^:jrf(h .IS^artj "Weliibnie' bv pj good 
and kind ^&t)i?r'; Gri^enhough, ',■ Spent, 
the e.veniBJBiwi^ brother Suide, who has 
heeft T^^mp^iStih: Oospellbr soiitie years; 
in Royionf fcutin consequence of affliction' 
has beep laid aside from his work and his 
V^m ifc^m %^ twelve mbtiths, ^ I 
trnst: thit*;th'f Botd will yet restore hhn 
a|sili'tb-hfeiiltg'«id streligth ah<i years -of 
■ns€lfti!n(e?air in' Zron ; toiiev^rAl friends, pre- 
sent, ^l-^tef dome particulars of the wOrk 
trf the Lord ii ihe colohies, which I hope 
was'pitJfitable; i* - 

Satu^ 'VrT^y^4th.— I "arnved at Wel- 
htfton in Ofteshire, and Was welcofned by 
hiother Utton and his kind wife at 



Cfaeevbzeok ium, and wite mtadA to feel at 
home. ' I feel sun HuA tko' -Lovd' ha» 
directed- nm kete ; -. fatether ■ Fdtt0B.oalled 
irheKe Iwbs etiBryxng; in HaadierteB mhtitb 
h9 BBiwrne he wae glad, for he wanted to- 
see me, tattl sAid, ^'W« mrmt try ttd ^ 
yon into €hcshira.'* In-B^Bwdfiyffke as- 
ranged for me to preach-in -Nlintmh 'on 
LoraVdf^, 6ih, 'preftdi in ^rewe* on 
Mondays and lectnre Tnefeday; theremlt I 
nrast wait for. LordTs^ay, I preaehed in 
the-Baptirt iihapel,* Namtwid]; the oaiuie 
IB Tery low* ehapel in thd mei!ikittg- wa» 
abotit half f bI¥. in Ihe evening it -was qnite- 
ftdl. I am told that>taoh a nambier ha» 
not' been- seen in that chapel -fen yean r 
the attention wttB very great dmin^ tfae^ 
Berrioes, I do hope that the word presohed 
wae Messed to' the peo|de. I Klt> traly 
thankfiil in having the epiportunfty, sA^ 
do belieTd, akkon^ I may not get mach* 
help in a mon^y iray, yet 1 there ave 
those who will havetrante.torejoioe be- 
cause of H&eblessiB)^ o£ the Losdattending 
hie own woM. Morfe "tiiatii evor^I do df- 
sire to spendand be' spent fortfae good 
of sonls, and tke glory of my Master. The 
Solloiring is a biief descr^tion of the 
town of Nantwiehy whieh- is a maricet 
town, shnated on the high neadlrun 
London 'to Ohester^ .164 miles N.W. from 
liondoii^ thirty "SIX miles ftenuManehaBter. 
The- town' is pieasenily' sitaatSd .011 the- 
banks of the Weaver, the streets are ir- 
regularly btlilt- and - many of •the- . houses- 
are anoienb ' erectioBB^ -In the .zei|pi -of 
'William the ConqiisEQr, a bslttle is^ said 
to have- taken plane between -the -^Englifeh 
' a^d Wdsfafi in the iricinity of l^airtivi^, 
' and in 1644, the towii* sustained a -severe- 
siege feom Lcbd Byionl As: the siege 
Oontinued, it is reported, tiiiDgs; began to 
be very 'seafce, bdth Yor man and beast, 
mtny ' oattk being within- the .?weUa 
wafated' forage. A speeial pvovidsnbe 
iiow appleared, for it ^etaed Gmd^ npon 
> the ^ thawing of tho^ snow, the* Wearor 
began to 47is8^ fl(nd*the enemy leared the- 
water wovid take-down th^ plot. they liid 
laid over it a little ibeloiir beain bridge ibr 
.their free passage tb idlieve «») ioofehitr. 
On > ihe 2^ of Jun^; tfae^verhafd^rtsen 
80'high'tfafiit tiiey eoold not pass tile river, 
which- the .townsBvm and so^lieirs perceiv- 
ingf, took' adjutage- t^ereof^ aisd issued 
ont to, :the enemies' works^ drriingsucb 
ad were left* in their wsy^- throwing* down^ 
t]|eir works,. briBgiog in as. asnclz hay asid 
fuel provision as they needed, -v 

Naafewitthiias beeh more thanioaM the 
victim. tiS -fire and- p^st^eneei both in the- 
yeiir 148S and agaan in 158a>>On^tho 10th 
of Peeembelr ; in the pazish; register i i*^ 
th^ described : — 
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** A most temble and yehement fyre, 
l>QgiiiDiiige At water4od6» about six pf the 
dock at nighte, in a kitchen, by brewinge. 
The ^nde beinge very boystecouse, en- 
ereasea the said :fyre, whiohie yeiy ve- 
hementlie burned and consumed in the 
space of fifteen houres, six hundred 
bayes of buyldings, and could not be 
stayed neither labour nor pollice, which 
I uioughte good to eommende unto the 
posterities as a favoureable punishment 
of the Almightie in destroying the build* 
inges and goodes onlie, but sparinge the 
lyres of manye people, which, consider- 
ing the tyme, space, and peril, where in 
great jopardie, yet by God's mercie, but 
onlie two persons perished by iyre, the 
damage was computed at ^0,000." 

Monday, 6th.— I went to Crewe, and 
preached to a congregation of about fifty 
persons, and lectured to about the same 
number of persons on Tuesday night, 
the collection was £l 8s. 

Wednesday, 8th.— Up at five o'clock, 
went to Liverpool, to see my sister-in-law 
on board the " Grreat Britain," for Aus- 
tralia ; felt very sony that I was not going 
likewise to my home and my people, 
thankful I shall be when the time of my 
departure arrives. My prayer is unto the 
Lord to hasten the time, by opening the 
hearts of his people who are blessed with 
this world's riches. By the 4 o'clock train 
I left Liverpool for Nantwich, arrived in 
time to lecture, tired and weary ; the 
amount of the collection was £1 48. But 
for brother Fitton, I don't know what I 
should have done, for he collected pri- 
vately the sum of ^, and did all he 
could for the truth's sake to help me in my 
work. 

Thursday, 9th.--I left Nantwich for 
Manchester and through the kindness of 
a Christian brother, Mr. Morton, whose 
acquaintance I made when in Manchester 
berore, who engaged for me the Roby 
school, and paid all expenses himself^ I 
had the opportunity of lecturing once 
more and for the last time in Man- 
chester, and was received by the meeting 
in the warmest manner ; the collection 
amounted to iS4. 

Saturday, July llth.^Left the city of 
Manchester, for Gomershal, dined with 
Brother Crowther and his kind wife, and 
was received with Christian welcome, and 
felt that I was in a "warmer latitude," 
away from * ' icebergs " Having made ar- 
rangements to lecture in Lockwood, and 
Slaithvaite^ on Monday and Tuesday, 
20th and 2Ut. 

I pro c eeded to Bradford, and was most 
kindly leceivcd by Brother Watson one 
of the deaeons of " Trinity," as a pilgriai 



ought to be received, when travelliDg 
Zionward. 

Lord's-day, 12th, — I preached morning 
and evening in Trinity rarticular Baptist 
Chapel, which is a most beautiful baild- 
ing, and will seat about 1000 pen(»s, was 
erected in about 1857, with School Boom, 
of a cost of ;£700, and all paid fi>r ! 

During the absence of thepastor of the 
church. Brother Anderson, I am engaged 
to preach, 12th and 19th. In the aft«rnooo 
I gave an address to the Sunday School ; 
there were 250 present, besides a good 
number of teachers. I spent a very 
happy day, having great cause to be 
thankful, because the Lord blest the word, 
and many of the saints were made glad 
and joyful in the courts of the Loid's 
house. Oh! what a hononrto be the 
instrument of comfort to the cast-down, 
andthustobe acknowledged and employed 
by the Lord of the harvest. 

Wednesday, 1 5th.— This evening 1 
lectured upon "Australia," but for the 
thunder storms that came on just in time 
to keep many at their homes, there woald 
have been a large attendance. 

Next Lord's day I am to preaeh in 
Trinity Chapel, Bradford. Monday, 
lecture in Brother Crowther's Chapel, 
Lockwood. On Tuesday, lecture in Bap- 
tist Chapel, Slaithwait, Wednesday, 
lecture in Bradford, by postmaster's re- 
quest. On Thursday I have to preach, 
afternoon and evening, Sutton, Isle of 
Ely. I have many engagements now 
before me, full pardculars of my success 
in Bradford and other places I will give 
you in my next. I have now collected 
over;£700, and quite expect that I shall 
be able to leave England some time dur- 
ing the. month of October ; in my next 
letter I hope to be able to name the date 
of my departure from this good old 
country for the land of my adoption, a 
witness of the truth and falfilment of 
those w<nds, "He that goeth forth acd 
weepeth, bearing precious seed, shall 
doubtless come again with rejoicing, 
bringing his sheaves with him." I have 
indeed for a long while sowed in tears; 
and now through the sympathy of British 
Christians, whose he^urts the Lord hath 
opened, I shaix exa.p ix jot. Fare thee 
well until another month. Yours in our 
fiuthful and ever loving Lord Jesus, 

JOHX BUSTAH MCCVBK. 



CLAPHAM, EBENEZEB CEAFSL 
WIRTEMBURGH STREET.— The 7th 
annivetsaiy of the opening of this chapel 
was held on Tuesday, July 7th, under 
very encouraging circumstances. At 7 
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o'clock in the morning the fiiendfl as- 
sembled for prayer, after Trhich they 
breakfasted in the school room and at 11 
o'clock the more poblic serviees com- 
menced by Mr. G. Webb, of Camden 
town, reading and offering prayer, followed 
bjMr. Hazelton, who pleached a sermon as 
faJl of the marrow of the Gkwpel as any 
sermon it was ereromr pleasure to listen to, 
from the words: ''The righteous shall 
flonrish as the palm tree/' A cold din- 
ner was provided, of which as many 
friends partook as could be conveniently 
accommodated, and in the afternoon Mr. 
Alderson preached an instructive sermon 
upon the words ** The Lord shall preserve 
thee from all evU." At 6 o'clock tea 
was served and was thoroughly en- 
joyed; at half-past 6, a public meeting 
was held at which Thomas Pocock, Esq., 
of Southwark, presided, who, after Mj. 
Wyard had offered prayer, called on Mr. 
Hall the minister, to give information as 
to the state of affairs, to whicli Mr. Hall 
responded in substance as follows : — Mr. 
Chairman, I thank you for so kindly con- 
senting to preside at this meeting and to 
aid us in raising the £oQ we require^ We 
are at most only a small cause, composed 
chiefly of the working class, but what we 
are, we are, we hope, by the grace of God. 
It is about ten years since I first set foot 
on Clapham soil, and nine and a half years 
has the church been in existence; 123 
persons have been received into our com- 
munion. Some have fallen asleep, and 
some have been removed to different 
parts of the country, but of the greater 
part it may be said they remain with us 
pnto^this day, and several othera are about 
joiningus. The cost of the chapel, vtfstries, 
school-room, &c, has been i900, which 
sum has been incre-ased to J1065 by pur- 
chase of articles of furniture, necessary 
for the worship of God, and by the pay- 
ment of Bundrv sums for interest of 
money borrowed, ^815 of this sum we 
have paid off, i200 we have arranged 
for, by easy yearly payments without 
interest, which will afford the worshippers 
here an opportunity to show their love, to 
God*s trnthy by contributing of thwr sub- 
stance, as occasion may require, and the 
remaining £50 we hope to pay through 
the liberality of the friends assembled 
at anniversary services, that the chapel 
may be handed over" in trust to the 
Baptist body for the worship of God, 
and the proclamation of the Gospel 
of His grace, and mav.the Lord mercifully 
accept it at our hands ; make it his abode 
while the bricks may remain one upon 
another; cause his. glory to rest upon it, 
that violence may not be heard in our 



land, wasting nor destruction in our bor- 
ders, but may our walls be salvation, and 
our gates praise, our sun no more go 
down, nor the moon withdraw itself, but 
the Lord be our everlasting light, and the 
days of our mourning foe ended. 

The accomplishing of this object. Sir, 
has been the work of much labour, per- 
severance, and earnest prayer, but it lias 
been the labour of love, aAd I cannot 
take my leave of the subject without ex- 
pressing my heartfelt thanks to Almighty 
God, who has enabled me to labour during 
these ten years, without a day's cessation 
either in my secular or ministerial calling. 
To the church and congregation I tender 
my warmest thanks for their steacfy adher- 
ence to the truth of God, and for their con- 
tinued attachment to me, while to the 
friends of truth at large, including the 
many ministers who have so willingly 
favoured us with their presence and aid, 
as well as to those gentlemen who have 
so often cheered our spirits in presiding at 
our meetings, and augmenting our funds, 
I shall ever feel most deeply indebted. 
Among the most ready, sympathizing, and 
kind, must you, Sir, ever be ranked, and 
your name will be embalmed in my 
memory, and in that of the Ghnreh of 
Christ here. My most earnest prayer is, 
that God may mercifully and abundantly 
reward one and all, continue to recognise 
us as His, sanctify the blessings bestowed, 
that the church here may have rest, 
contend in the spirit of the Gospel for 
the faith once delivered to the saints, 
walk in the fear of the Lord, be edified 
and multiply to the honour of that God 
and to the glory of His name who has so 
mercifully helped us in the day of our 
distress. May it be so for his mercy's 
sake. 

Mr. Wyard expressed his {Measure in 
being present, and at what he saw and 
had heard, and made some very suitable 
remarks on the Lord's merciful helping 
hand towards the cause. James Mote, 
Esq., followed by an excellent and amu- 
sing speech, showing how the Israelites 
acted towards the house of God, the taber^ 
nacleto wit, when the women brought their 
ornaments of gold, and the men offered 
an offering of gold unto the Lord, 
■in such abundance that Moses had to 
issue a proclamation for them to 
cease. A proclamation, observed our bro- 
ther, he had never heard made at any 
meeting in any Baptist chapel he had 
ever attended; indeed so well did our 
brother perform his part that it was 
very evident he was very closely al- 
lied to the Law Giver ; the only difference 
being that Moses gave the law, and Mr. 
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yixAt adrocated it, and we cannot help 
thinking that if 6Yary church had a Mr. 
Mote among them, there wonld be no 
poor ministers, for he, of all men, ia 
the poor Baptist minister's friend. After 
onr friend's speech, the chairman rose 
and addressed the audience in a speech 
which breathed forth the veiy spirit of 
brotherly love and kindness. He said it 
gare him much pleasure to be present, he 
could not say that he felt comfortable 
and at home at all meetings at which 
he had been called to preside, but 
he must say that he always felt at home 
here. He bad taken a great interest 
in the welfare of the cause and that of 
the minister whom he held in high esteem 
and whose course he had observed from 
the commencement of the undertaking 
with approbation. He had laboured very 
hard,andheheariilyrejoicedinGod'8mercy 
towards him and the church, and be, the 
chairman, had come to night with a deter- 
mination that this £50 should become a 
thingof the past, andin addition to that, he 
hoped the liberality of the friends would 
enable him to present his brother Hall with 
some testimonial, say £10, £15, or £20, as 
an expression of their appreciation of his 
earnest and perseyering labour during 
these ten long years. Sach a termination 
of the business would afford him much 
pleasure, and he should take it an a favour 
done unto himself. The burst of applause 
which followed the close of the chairman's 
speech evidenced to all that he had in- 
troduced a sulject which had touched the 
sympathies of the people and that he 
would easily gain his object, and so it 
proved. 

The collection was made, and while a 
hymn was being sung, the chairman 
vacated the chair to ascertain the result, 
and on his return, the eyes of all were 
fixed upon him, and when he announced 
that the collection with what had been 
previously collected, amounted to ^5, 
the eongregation gave full expression to 
their joy. Mr. Pocoek, then called Mr. 
Hall forward and placing his hand in 
his, presented him with the fifteen sover- 
eigns which he had placed in an elegant 
purse made for the occasion and brought 
by himself, accompanying it with expres> 
sions of the kindest nature, wishing 
him every blessing. Mr. Hall at- 
tempted to reply but it was evident 
that the circumstance had produced 
emotions in his breast it was impossible 
for him to conceal, and in broken language 
he endeavoured to return thanks to the 
noble chairman and to his friends ; but 
broken as it was it told its tale, better 
by far than would have done the most 



eloquent oration, yea, eloquent it was, for 
it was the eloquence of the heart Mi. 
Caunt, Mr. Hazelton, and Mr. Aldenon, 
then delivered most excellent and kind 
addresses which were followed by a most 
cordial vote of thanks to the chairman. 
Mr. Hall then gave out the dosing hymn : 

Awake my boo! in joyful lays, 



And ainr thy grest Bedeemcr's pndie ; 
He justly claims a sonc from Uiee^ 
Bis loving kindness, O now frecL 

which the people heartily sang, and Mr. 
Focock closed the interesting meeting by 
prayer at nine o'clock. The Lord' be for 
ever praised. 

This is the fourth public acknowledge- 
ment Mr. Hall -Inis received from hi» 
dapham friends^ three purses, and a 
time-piece. 

CHURCHES IN LONDON. 
Mb. Gbobgb Bxtnolds is succeeding the 
late Mr. Webster vdth grateful prospects, 
at Cave AddUam, Stepney. We understand 
his ministry is so isr appreciated, that not 
one single member haa left; bat several 
additions from Dal8ton,Ac., have come into 
strengthen his hands and to encoonige him 
in the* good work. This is deddt^dly a 
happy event for that faithful and useful old 
Metiopolitaa Church, whiobf i^om the com- 
mencement of its existenoe, has stood in 
the truth of the Gospel without wavering. 
We have known Mr. Beynolds from the 
time he left the City. Miasion— which he 
did for conscience sake. He may not have 
brilliant talents ; but he has an unblemished 
character, a pure conscience, an abiding 
confidence in the Gospel of the grace of 
God, and a mind with a strong mental and 
fixed bias towards truth, which wiU ^^ 
and increase in the knowledge of all things 
holv and good. Tenderly, f aithfnllyt ^^ 
with thanksgiving to Grod, we h<^ the 
Church will stand by him; and then, like 
the sturdy and deex>-roQted Hazeltons^ 
Dickersons, and othera^ he will see the 
work of the Lord prospering in his hands. 

We regret the frequent illness of ^Ir* 
Blake, of Dalston HaU; his medical man 
we understand has forbidden his preaching 
at the present. 

A new Ohuch is rising in South Hack- 
ney, under the ministry of Mr. G« Saniey, 
whose ordination we this month announce, 
a report of which we shall give neit 
month. 

In Bow, the new cause at Albert terrace 
continues to meet with support ili"- 
Christmas is a sound divine ; his co-worker, 
Mr Lee, ia a zealoua pleader for earnest 
efforts to spread the GospeL And if the 
three essential graces — faith, hopei f^^ 
charity oonstnin them to labour uaoessing' 
lyin the threemostvitalifling works --prajrer, 

preaching, and studious devotion, we thini 
they ought, instrumentaily. soon to t»» 
a flourishing New Testament Church. 
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Without robbmg fheir Bister Glinrdies, 
which we hope they never will do, tjie wide- 
spreading new snburbs furnish an immense 
population, out of which hundreds may be 
gathered, united, and blest. 

^ LEOMINSTER-^ Finding ourselves in 
this old town some few weeks since, we 
called on Mr. Nash, the pastor of the Bap< 
tist Church in that town. He presented us 
with a pamphlet giving a historical sketch 
of the Joaptist < jhurch in Leominster from 
its formation in 1656, to the present time. 
This book is a singularly interesting docu- 
ment, and furnishes records of many trials, 
changes, ups and downs, decreasings and 
increasings attendant upon the Church's 
progress for two hundred years «nd more. 
It is our intention to take special notice of 
this history. Mr. Nash, the present minis- 
ter, appears to have endured a great fight 
of afflictions. His book should be read by 
all, ministers especially. 

HEBTS. — A friend saysy^***^ I have been 
lately looking in upon a few of our Churches 
in the Home Counties, and trust some pp>- 
fitable lessons have been derivecU The 
* Two Waters * Church is a Uttle recovering 
from the shock which rather disturbed its 
quiet and happy composure, arising tcom. 
the cracking of a bell ; .the pleasing tones of 
which had charmed not a few; but its ulti- 
mate doleful sounds brought ^^jection and 
distress. Alas ! alas ! w£u is man ? The 
question<^the real question is thia — ^was the 
metal bad-«or has Satan, for a season, 
gained ft terrible and dreadful advantage ? 
For the sake of the other bells, and for its 
own sake how rejoiced should we be, to 
know that a God-wrought restoration had 
been throughly established. At Aston- 
Clinten, the exceUeni and long-tried pastor, 
Mr. Crampin, has been visited by a dic^n- 
aation most severe, in the loss of a choice 
young man, his son, by drowning. Know- 
ing the sympathies of brother Crampin to 
be of tke most sensitive kind, we are certain 
nothing but the everlasting arms could 
support Mm' under a trial so heart-rending. 
May the God of all grace, -who has made 
him the honoured instrument of carrying 
sound Gospel truth to Aston-CUnton, carry 
him safely through, all those trials by which 
Tninisters are speeially prepared • to speak 
a word in. aeasoti to those who are in any 
trouble. Mr. Fvee^ having been preaching 
in the Town Hall at Chesham, hw rather 
weakened the old chapel, but time and the 
Lord's blessing will show who are on the 
right foundation. The good old Baptist 
town of Tring progresses in the truth under 
the ministrations of Mr. Bennett and Mr. 
Edgerton. The Bishop ol Akeman street, 
isgrotring in usefuhftess; but the aeal of 
the young West End pastor will b& too much 
for his physical powers, if his real friends 
do not ondoavour to curtail his out-of-door 
labours. He is admired and beloved by 
many for his untiring exertions for the good 



of souls; but John Foreman said, *It is 
better to wear out than to tear out.' We 
wish brother Edgerton the richest blessings ; 
but bis ^moderation' even in preaching is 
necessary. He is young, and seems not to 
have an iron frame. Mr. Searle, the faith- 
ful and laborious itinerant of these parts, is 
working occasionally in all these chur- 
ches ; and is well Irnown as a good man 
and a brotl^er in Christ of mudi value. 
The Bedmont church and its pastor, Mr. 
Hutchinson, still run on like the horses 
in Pharoah's chariot How we wish a 
iund oould be raised to help such devoted 
men, who, in the cause of Uhrist, spend all 
the strength a six -days hard work leaves 
them for the Sabbath. As his j'ears increase 
and cliildren multiply, such men as brother 
Henry require an increase of support : God's 
promises are ample ; they never can faiL 
Iilaton Bray Church has no settled pastor 
yet Dunstable Church, with John Inwards 
for its bishop, and a deaoonship of long- 
standing, looks for showers of blessings. 
Gadsden Bow, and its youthful minister, 
appear strong in the Lord, happy in them- 
selvee^ and enjoy prospects of a good har- 
vest Mr. Bax occupies Mr; Murrell's pul- 
pit at St Neot's, with liberty, and the cause 
IS sustained." Watfdrd and other places we 
leave until oui* friend can write or' speak 
more of the things so essentially needed, 
unity, prosperity, and peace. 



1 P S W I C H.— Ordination Services' 
Zion Chapel, David street, St. ClementV 
On Tuesday. June 2nd, the ordination of 
Mr. Samuel Willis to be the pastor of the 
Particular 'Baptist churchat the above place, 
was held. A large company were present. 
After the preliminaries, Mr. Hoddy, of 
Horham, stated the nature. of a Gospel 
church. He selected for his text, Acts^ii. 5, 
^^ Peter, therefore, was kept in pison, but 
prayer was made without ceasing of the 
church unto God for him." After a few 
intrpductory remarks, Mr. Hoddy said that 
the church of Jesus Christ was not paro- 
chial ; a person being a member of a certain 
Christian Church was not obliged to live 
in the limits of that Church parish. The 
Church of Jesus Christ was not national ; it 
was not supported, not endowed, and not 
governed by the State. The Church sig- 
nified an assembly of {>ersons gathered to- 
gether for a certain object, whether it was 
civil or religious; the Church of Christ also 
signified allbelievers, all Christians, all who 
had been brought out of darkness into the 
marvellous light of God's truth, and who 
had been taught to embrace Jesus Christ as 
the one and only Saviour. The Church 
also signified any recognized body of be- 
lievers met together in feUowship to edify 
one another, to hallow (jrod's ordinances, 
and to further God's ends. The materials 
of a Christian Church consisted also of 
regenerated persons, and baptised believers. 
With regard to the latter, Mr. Hoddy con- 
demned the practice of sprinkling infants, 
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<^ the xniiuuEiters of 4ke Baptist CShnvGheS) by suppl jkig the pulpit fbr th^ 
in this tiieir time of need.'' 

TO THE EDITOR OP THE EARTHEN VESSBI«: 

''Gravesend, July 21st, 1868. 
" Bbar Sib,-— 'This monung on leaving mj hbme I heard a report 
that our pastor, Mr. Wall, that servant' o£ Christ, had gone to his rest 
For some time he has suffered from disease of the heart ; and we have 
sometimes been a&aid that he v<mld be taken while |»eadung. But the 
Lord sustained him in this troublesome world imtii Tuesday monung, 
July 21at. On that mooning he was rising about half*past six, having 
an engagement in London, when he was suddenly seised with pain. He 
sat down in the chair, but did not speak, and expired immediately. We 
must say, '^ The Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken away, and blessed 
be the name of the Lord.'' O that the prayer of his Church may be 
raised, that this solemn lesson. may make a* deep impression on all who 
hear it. Yours in sorrow, ^' A MfiMfiOSa." 



OF HORSELYDOWN. 

In the Editor's absence from town, it is our sorrowing duty to announce 
the departure to a brighter world of his old, sincere, tried, and devoted 
friend, Mr. Eluah Packer. This solemn event occurred at his 
residence on Friday morning, July 24th, 1868, after a few days' Uhiess. 
During the editor's pastorate at Crosby Row and Unicom Yard, the 
deceased occupied the double position of deacon and dork, asid his im- 
pressive and cheerful manner of conducting this part of the worship of 
God, with the beautiful and suitable reading of the hymns, his devo« 
tion to the cause, his sympathy for the poor, his ^' i^heering. word" f<Hr the 
cast-down, and his genial characteristic for kindness to all, has endeared 
him to thousands of the children of God, and his name is embalmed in 
their memory associated with feelings of love and gratitude^ To uis^it is 
a great bereavement. We have lost a good, kind, affeotiosBt^ -aBd <con* 
stant friend ; but we know our loss is his everlasting gaiub 

We expect the Editor will next month) if s{)ared, refer to this 
solemn event. 



A LETTER BY THE LATE ARTHUR TRIQ<3» TO MBS 

LOUISA FRANCE. 



I A€UUK hail and greet you, because you belong to Christ ; peace be unto 
you, and love with jGedth, from God the Father, and the Lord Jesns 
Christ, who is our hope, the author and finisher of faith, and the author 
of eternal salvation ; and they killed the Prince or author of life ; yet 
He laid d<mn His life of Hims^, and He took it np agaifl. He is the 
resurrection and the life, li^rtng in the presence of Odd for us, and sfltfthi 
** Because I live, ye shall live also;'* and we being raised up together 
with Him, Kte, dead to sin, and ourliffe is hid with Christ in God, and 
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cannot die miy more, are the cliildren of God, beinpr the children of the 
resurrection. And thus we are partakers of the first resurrection, are 
passed from death unto life, and cannot come into condemnation. What 
a miserable life professors are living, judging after the fiesb, and its con- 
stant changes in feeling ; and thus they do despite to the Spirit of grace^ 
and sat as^e Jcbus Ohrist, the same yesterday, to-day, and for ever. 
But to the betievers in Him He is precious, in life or death, sickness or 
health, ijorrow or joy ; and He is made of God unto us wisdom, and 
righteousness, and sanotification, and redemption. The person, fulness 
and saivation of ChviBt appears to be but little known, consequently, 
contending for the faith once delivered to the saints is almost obsolete, 
the differing parties striving for the mastery; thus the potsherds are 
striving with the potsherds of the earth, and confusion and evil worka 
are mauifest and my once Bethel hath been made an hole of the asp and • 
like the- cockatrice den ; fair words and plausible speecMwere plentifully 
propelled froxa the tongoe, but deceit and hypocrisy were nursed until 
a convenient time when it was developed by lies, and now the propagators 
of the same are caught in their own craftiness, and are dethroned and 
gone into exile. Nor will the crafty words published in the newspaper 
prove them to be whtit they desire ; they, the late so-called deacons, the 
church, and congregation, have no more right to Trinity chapel than I 
have. This is enough on the subject of the doings of men who keep 
back the vages of the labourer which they engaged to Mm ; but it was 
grsat m&tcff firam the Lord that I wns delivered from the mouth of the 
lion and the paw of bear and the uncircumclsed Philistine, and I sing 
unto the Lord, " The Lord liveth, and blessed be my rock, and let the 
Godof. my' salvation be' exalted'." I live in and by and for the Lord, 
k^ ia perfect peace, with the mind stayed upon the Lord, looking for 
that hiiessed hope,- and th^ glorious appearing of the great God and 
Savioifir,€fur Lord' Jesus Christ, to whom we say, "Whom have I in heaven 
but'thee, and there is none on earth I deside beside thee,'' Jehovah, our 
ey^drkstbig l^ht, our God and our glory, hallelujah. Love, blood, and 
salvation abouiid in your heart, and all those with you that love our 
Lord Jesus Chiist in sincerity and truth, and it is good at all times to- 
connder-Hm that -endured such contradiction of sinners against Himself 
lest we be wearied and Mnt in our minds. And it is through much 
tribulation we mu»t enter the kingdom, this is the Lord's love way, and 
I love it, because by living and walking in it, we learn to say, ** We 
know that all things work together for good to them that love God,"' 
and are the called according to His purpose ; and the purpose of God 
aoooifduig to deetion; must stand, each of your moving and movement* 
makes one less, and with me the last will soon came out of the lower 
house into the upper to see Him as He is, &c. Cheer up, beloved, 
" For if God be for us, who can be against us?" and we may say con- 
tinually, "The Lord is my portion/' saith my soul, "therefore will I 
hope in Him." And we are the Lord's portion. His inheritance and 
His possession, joined to Him and one spirit, and it is written, " He that 
toucheth you toucheth the apple of His eye." O sapred mystery, 
glorious truth, an^ precious, precious, precious Lord Jesus. In the- 
unity of the Spirit and bond of peace, my Msjry, with me, salutes you 
and your sisters, married or virgins, all one in Christ Jesus, and of Hin^ 



is sfidd unto us, ^^Tkj wak&v ia t% b!isband,>;1bbe ,|^i:4ig& Mp^^. ^ 
His name, and thy B»edeemer^ the* fS-o^ O^ie.of Jp^^li, the (|^f|^ ^.f^he 
earth shall He be called.''. Our Jove aiao to.omri^^ii^tJ^U) pjie^^n, 
Mrs. C— 7^, and D-^-^ — y the widofw, hes idaaji,g]|iiti^> ^4 ^^^^ sp)^.;l^^ 
thank you for your kind remembrance ;. the. daughtetp sciif^ Ipvd.tp.ffou. 
One verse to- sing :*— ,.. . ;• . .„.f. ,,.v^^^^. r . 

Th/9 amaziog heights a^ depths of grace \ 

And spend from sin and sorrow tree, • . . » it,','hit - :' 

A blissfol vatft etemfty^ »' " ' .• 1 . /. iJirj. •• 

I tiiank you fOT the stamps, dll' is '^dL-^Y^rttrft in Votti^ 

Lord Jesus, "-•■••' .-A v^BJiGfl& ■.- 

. 3, Argyll Road, Brixton Road, Xondon,'8: ^ • - '' < *^^ J./'i \' i- 
Jan. 6. 1858. . ' '' '' '"' ' • ^'•- --'''q ^'xi; . 

THE EDITOE OF "THE GOSPEL ^TAIrt)'AR4)'fe""'i.5kl&W«R 

TO "A VEAKLING." ,. : / 7 

R^ALLY.one is aceustomed to heaif-so 'lauoh'of. the editor a.o£^'^eh^^9^/ 
Standard, of his great mind, and so^nd JFttdgmeiit,tth9t.i9!^ tfiff^r^^Y 
astonished ^hen we read his anir«rer in thelaerfi mnnhepjof tih»l>^«ia^u^e 
to a correspondent signing himsdf ^^ A '. Weakling/^ iit pwsJisg^^VS^,'^^^ 
person had upon his mind some doabte'fui ioithe.posliviwUiilffj^ ^^Ui^ 
finally from graee, which' doubts Wei% aMised>by aopoeisiend) Toting to 
him the circumstances of a celebrated hynm wiittf]^ ha^nJi^ )9Q{i^[4t;^ 
8tiipiJe. ThiB poor ^^ weakling" go6» 'with his foiirilfiii^:;^]»Ac|e#i:^ )to 
the editor and lay^ beffore him a l^^ttev.- Ther-gveatoaiML 4ti»n4^e<Je{9an 
instead of proving the invalidness of the Agnsemene^j by isoMMrl^Ag.^tbat 
Very frequently, in fact almost' all suiddes aDeioiHiuoi^t^ijB^^^^^/^ie 
mind is in an unsound state, and ^n8eq€teiitly.^<Bould-ii9ireib4llil$(tb^ 
to do with a man's spiritual staikding, ]ie«4stii«ks^e pi^tr^o^tlf^fifilFut 
the .problem to the ''weakling,'^ and (^spcses >of .hint thiidr1i/V(y§¥i)ifiU^ 
tell him that if he likes to fiiU, he i& qikite dBree to^ > aosA^^^^r^i^fhl^^ 
children of Sod have a firmer standing, and* a hMeatiWtoB^c^^^ i^v^^ 
full and final safety than he is aK^qttMQQted'WTdii.'- ^'Wim^/e^id^^^fH^fxA 
' 'filing to teli a man, niote the ftlni^^ blM)iheiDoii8ilangna^«o'Si^^l4^ ^ 
Ixe likes to fall, he is fi^ to d^ so*^- If Mci WeUs hbtd^isdlfU/^eofti^ch 
a remark, how this editor woitldhav^- th^nideired, . hdw.j^ jS?Kfu^J^ve 
been shocked ; it would have Wen wonse 'tium the B^h^ibtHteog^Jbut 
though I know nothing of Mti W^i^Udy and iua.Ye>a^en a^A^^^r ^i&f^ 
him, 1 venture to say he '^oikM not have^used eimbao v^J^fletfiS^floff It 
really is not only shocking when viewed witii irvgai^dbit^ofS^-fifd^i^ a 
thing as a man falling, but it is so seniselefiB wh^jidewed/MMi^htj^^BM ^^ 
the doctrine of election and predestination, ;of> i^hs9h^)aipf^fli9^9>i^r. 
'^hilpott is such a firm advocate, and wcnildihave.ui('heUei?;ejb# Mi^^P^ ^ 
^rong believer in, if we may trifet hiSj wfitkilgs, t?r}4^[<j|t f^ ^ 
know of him, as I have ohly seen him ^noe i^hich 'VfiaM-AUm^yfiPllgti^^' 
*' Tell him if he likes' to fb.ll," fall from' What I:9Afly. U '<aitt«teM<ftom 
a house top, conrmon sense would say he) inuxi/have h^^kfi^dfi^^bR^^ 
top or' he <»)uU not hav^e fallen from it ; so then it follows that before a 



mm&i^ ^ffetii graae, h^ muJBji have been a subject of grace, or he 
couni^ii^'lifive faUeiifrbittit;'bui( Mr. Philpot cannot believe thatfi 
mi^M^of'jghiCe <s&ii fallfrotai it, neitlier d6 I, neither did .HujatingtoD, 
T6]}MY; q^ivM;'Gil1, ^d a noble host beside, wbd are. tbe. favourite 
kaihois' of Mr. P.^ '^Otioe in Christ in Chridt for ever," is an 
oft quoted line with him, and with all who hold the doctrine of grace. 
Then what could he have intended to convey by- such an answer 1 Does 
he mean that he was at liberty to commit suicide? Oh, dreadful 
thought I No. I cannot believe . the learned editor intended his corre- 
spondevit ^^ WeaUiing'^ to t^l his friend auch a thing as that. The mean- 
ing Hbeti ikl-^ltecqire, I cannot see it, but surely then, there must be a mean- 
ing, but too infinite for any ojr^inary understanding ; we all know theeditor 
of the publication in question lays claim to great erudition, though I do 
not remember to have seen any insignia of it, such as, ** D.D.," " M.A," 
or even ''B.A.'\ after his name, am aware that he has written some sort of 
msf^leif as tg^^hif jreasons . for leaving one of the universities, but as I 
have not been so fortunate &s to have read it, I am ignorant as to his 
position there, whether he Was first prizeman, senior wrangler, or what,, 
perhaps some of his admirers will kindly inform me, not that I should 
ri^gaM'lfiW any ibe niore for. any av^ountiof scholarship, as I am well 
convinced someiof 'tha-imoAt jillitenite. haye been wonderfully taught 
'^tmuMff^ bnti'Wheft yoa -.find a man. so w;onderfvilly dogmatic, and 
'd^s^R^i^lMHlifts Eto immeaflrfiuably 'superioar- to his fellows, you naturally ask 
what ^iiobi h^ h»» to such a posi^Aooi, . 

\>'^i^'c6ndvasicfsk^l ^idc whiat effect could thfit answer have had upon 

tli^^iidbid^of'^'A Weakling^Vy. St. Paul enjoined upon the ministers of 

K]ll»4^ tO'^^sni^Qi^ the weak,*': and I have.c^n thought that one of the 

^ef d^ticto of a mtniBter Ss totry to do. 90. I^o doi^bt '^ A Weakling 

iy[t:4ih^ Wtter pi'eSB(ing^hefiitvily.ii|)K»xbi£i;miivd> apdhe naturally laid the 

'^ibft^tolr'befoi^a'iiiuiistec of iike.Gospely but what comfort could he have 

" (^lifad^^frOtti'fatKithazi • answer 1.. I should aaj di^culty was added to 

difflddltjr, obscurity be(Hnne.aQko;F0 dens^ md consequently hia mind was 

mdi^ irbubled, ^.^TellhiBiif .he lik^s to faille is at liberty to do so;"^ 

:^i^l^^ t6 l»Atfi ! S.€m does he knoiw he wo)|ld be penpoitted to fall, I ask ; 

'I'Wtti^ ^i^aware tiMft itwas^'^mih man to direct his steps," I did. not 

•■kl*d#it'w«« iit'the'i^bwcr of muB^ to fidl} or else wji^ere would be the. use 

' df^i^fing out 'With' Ihe Psall^lsift^ ^Spld thpu we ^p, and X shall be 

(Aifk^'it^iiilh isi^'tUe- eja^Ula^n ! from tb§ .heart x>f every child of God 

'iMojiyil^wesia'darjr, Jmdtibej^r^ to( wi^om he waSt told to deliver that 

'^^bUfdllkl'iiiellasag^ mUstlia{ve beeox aohjld of Ckx}, (^ he would not have 

' ^j^ |)Osi(km ix> 3ia2ve> faUeii .&omi asrv b^prer proved* I. haye fre(]^uently 

notf^d^ «ii|tfiy »mfaadpB ija^th9/84swersr4»f the editor of that publication 

'" "to^dlfttespoikdeBitsjirhi^.I' atft>snute he would have never made, if he had 

'^jW^ rfi Aly oonBidered theBa befiwre sendii^g theni forth, I am fearful 

'ii9i3idfft{M^r oltenge^ft the iMbier of his judgment,. sgid th^t he has too 

. 'st^akiki ^dUffgm^fi^ his ownioinnioti^.and.too. little , regard for the opinion 

' ai^ ^liii{0^'«f Miieripeop^ai ^How gi^t is tl^e contrast in this i^espect 

'^ibtlldmitor «f thA JSARTHEif Ysasst I Poor man, I regret to see him 

'' iftb Ufkudi^lia Jdtt s'pidtttioni ; May JMit^ a^^ l^ppi^ <^s yet dawn upon 

'liibt>/4h#ttgfaM iB'Wh«reithe^Ii09d's..peioplaaW^>yBhave been found, 

'•'.So .-f^i .v/oliot r( .• .. » ,:. . ^ : ■ . , JOHN W, JHOPKINS. . 
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among other people, and occasionally associating with, and |«eaching the 
Word of Life to other sections of the Church, tends very materially to 
give an elasticity to the powers of the mind — to brace up the nerves — 
to invigorate the spirits, and to increase the physical powers of the man, 
imparting to him and to hiif beloved flock to whom he returns, a fresh- 
ness and variety, a sweet inflowing and outflowing of soul, a gathering 
up of new ideas, and a promotion of an enlargement and a fi:eedoia of 
thought, which the good man who rigidly conJQnes himself always to one 
narrow sphere of action will not so richly enjoy. We wei-e travelling 
early one morning in a carriage with the late Dr. Lever. We had been 
to fetch him to the bed-side of one whose life was fast departing. In the 
course of the journey. Dr. Lever spoke of the then approaching illness 
of the late Mr. Joseph Irons. In nis rough way, the Doctor said, "Mr. 
Irons is killing himself. He ought to go away for a time ; but he will 
not stir from the Orove, and so he must die." And shortly afiter that, 
indeed, he did die. I^ot before his time — ^not until his work was done ; 
but we believe «a firmly in the careful use of all necessary mcviofi for 
promoting health and strength as we believe in the secret purposes of 
the Almighty. We say, if competent advisers direct the sick and ailing 
and over-wrought minister to take a journey, to seek rest, to run out 
and inhale the fresh and life-inspimg breezes of other jMrts ; he should 
obey such directions, and thereby become better fitted to serve his fiodE, 
than he can be by dragging on in a weak and frail condition. We saw 
the late John Stenson some few times before he died. Never did man 
study harder, never could any man more constantly and closely keep to 
his own pulpit than did the late beloired pastor of Caimel Chapdy 
FimUco, Mr. John Stenson ;. bat if he did not so overtax his mind thereby, 
as to bring on a fatal disease in what is considered the prime of man's 
life, then many were mistaken concerning the cause of his deaUi. One 
thing is certain — ^that ministers who study incessantly, and preach to one 
people constantly, require change of scene, eziercise of body, and a fre- 
quent intercourse with the different members of the Christian family, in 
order to any continuance in their most important work. 

Of ten million times more valuje than all we have now referred to, 
is the fact that Mr. Parks, the late Bector of Openshaw, was a man 
truly converted to God — a man honestly and unflinchingly devoted to 
the study and proclamation of the €k>spel of the Son of God, and a man 
whose ministry was wonderfully useful to thousands of the people of God ; 
in a word, he was a man who experimentally and aealoui^y " b9nght the 
truth, and never, in any case or measure, sold or sacrificed it. These fetcts 
are so amply confirmed, so clearly developed, and so beautifully illustrated, 
that none of the enlightened and unprejudiced living in Jerusalem, can 
deny them. He was not of our denomination ; he was not what we call a 
Baptist; he was a clergyman of the Church, of England; but. he was in 
that Church such a burning and shining light, that we wish there were 
thousands like him ; then, would she be, inetrumentally, an iron pillar, a 
brazen wall, and a defenced city — before which the craft and counsel of 
Eome must soon come to nought. Alas 1 such men as Mr. Parks and 
Mr. Doudney are few and far between. But seeing that even in the 
Church of England God has not left Himself without faithful witnesses, 
we ought to be thankful ; and for such revelations as the book now 
before us, gives of the power and exceeding greatness of the grace of 
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God^ nMokjf sddb will voftder prftis^ t» tlie great Author and G«ve» c£ 
ihfttaall. Bntio'partioukrB. 

Mrst, "we have said, Mr. Parks -proa a man truly converted to God. 
This is l^e most vital^ the most valuable, the most durable blessing of 
all blessings. It concludes the ^hole o( i&at immense rich cluster of 
mercies irhicSi; the Saviour describes ^in St. John v. 24). He says, 
" Verily, verily, I say unto you, he that nearetb my word, and believeth 
on Him that sent Me, hath everlasting life, and shall not come into 
condemnation ; but is passed from deatn unto life." 

A true and genuine conversion to God by the inwrought power of 
the Holy Spirit, is the grand keystone and the essential comer-stone of a 
man's existence both "for time and for eteriiity. Without this true and 
genuine conversion to God here, no man can be a real Christian, no one 
can have any right to, or happy connection wtth the Church of Christ 
on earth, much less can he enter the kingdom of God in Heaven. Oh ! 
what vast and mighty antecedents and consequences are connected with 
a saving conversion to God. It connects the soul with all the glorious 
persons in the adorable Trinity — ^the Lord Jehovah, Father, Son, and 
Holy Ghost. The converted soul is thereby made a partaker of the 
infinitely holy love of the Father, of the mediatorial grace of the Son, 
and of the illuminating ond sanctifying powers of the Eternal Spirit. 
By this conversion to God, the soul is joined to all* the living in Jeru- 
sdem, to all ' the principal doctrines of the Grospel, to all the holy and 
heaven-ordained services of the true sanctuary on earth, and to all the 
worship of the redeemed in heaven. The conversion of the soul unto 
God identifies it at once and for ever with the smiling and approving 
approbation of the great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ, in the great 
day of final decision ; for in that notable Psalm (the 87th) there stands 
a testimony implying both a proclamation and a register : " Of Zion it 
shall be said, This and that man were bom in her ; and the highest 
shall establish her." Then comes the implied register, as though a 
register was kept in heaven of the truly converted, " The Lord shall 
count, when He writeth up the people, that this man was bom there." 
This new birth in Zion by the Spirit of God is a fruit of predestination 
unto life eternal by our Heavenly Father. " Because ye are sons, God 
hath sent forth the Spirit of His Son into your heart, cr3dng, Abba 
Father :" there is the root of a Divine conversion. Tte same Spirit 
which implanted the holy life within, doth to that new-bom soul reveal 
the Saviour ; faith, and hope, and love flow out of that revelation ; hence 
a spiritual union is formed. This was the faith of Paul : " I am -per- 
suaded, that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor 
powers, nor things present, ^nor things to come, nor height, nor death, nor 
any other creature, shall be able to separate us firom the love of Qod which 
isin Christ Jesus our Lord. " Amen !" to this, said Martin Luther. "Amen !" 
to this, said Owen, Godwin, Chamock, Bunyan, and Gill ; and '* Amen !" 
to this said the late noble William Parks, of Openshaw, whose sermons 
on the new birth contain some questions which we never saw raised 
or suggested, or answered in any volume until we saw them in the one 
now before us. 

When a good, honest, saved man tells the tale of his own conver- 
sion to God, there is sure to be a novelty and an interest connected 
therewith, powerfully attracting to the humble and happy saints of God. 

s2 



Goil's -WorkwuasMp in viaking^men " ijiew. creatures in OlnistuTesus ** is 
most singular and excellent-^yet marvellously iiyfiCfcefiblis Hi^nciffiiife^ 
ever men or angels saw, and when ^rfected in ieaveii; .,mlX^tjKilg 
more glory unto God ttan all His other workininsbip teside'yjjthe 
making, the martyrdom, aiid the manifestation of IBs Vefl-TI>^l<5ii:efi''S(i^ 
only excepted). Xet us, then, carefully listen ,to the story" of. Jff it. Wtl^s 
conversion .as- ^ven by himself. ' ' ■ , . •> 
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^^But now, thus saitli the Lord that ere&ted thed, O Jfiicob, atid^(> i^ot^lbitted ttiee 
Israel. Fear not, for I have redeemed thee, I have called thee by thy name, thou art 
mine."-- Isaiah xliii. 1. ' . ' ' 

Faith receives God^s testimonies, find.s a sweetness in them, derives a 
support and comfort from them, and pleads them in prayer. It is be 
the. word of the Lord, the spiritual life is maintaiaed, cherished invigor- 
ated a^d cheered. Jeremijkh said^, "Thy words w^re founi ^d I d^ 
eat them ; and thy word was unto me the joy and rejoicing of my xiearfc/' 
^nd as th-Q liord presented a little Tbool^ fo.Ezekiel and' John,' saji^lg 
*' Take this bpokand eat it, and it was as *honey fqr sw;eetiie8sj'' '8o 
God imparts a portion, a promise to His people now andTttenj. tiay^ 
an experience qf that wor^, they can and dp exclaij]^, . *^Hpw sweei'^re 
Thy words unto niy ^aste* yea, sweeter than ioney to my mouttj^*'' '.May 
the blessed Spirit grajut that we may feel that the lord is speakmg tojis, 
then shallwe receive pleasure and profit from it. A f^w remark^ Qon- 
cerning thePersQm, the Notific<4ion, and ijie Assurance, ' ', ^ ., ' *' \ 

j. The pEBfiON^, — ;Jacoib and Israel, names given to ite peipple'of 
God, and the titles are instructive and suggestive. Jacoh was an object 

i» T 1- T-> • 7 ir ' ' ■ ^ 1 ' r '' X^^ itf 'II' i f'i*' ♦'•J*'''' J 



some yvno sp^Hii^ oi urvu s uiuversai fo^p>, "»'^*^J^'* y^^ luu^owing cieju 
and yemarl^able words, /* For the children Toeing not yet born, ^nelthfcr 
having ^QJXB ^j good ojr evil, that the purpose of Go<i ac^orSingTO 

tp election, Jjnight stand) ~"^ "^ ^~~ ^--^ -^ '^'— ^"^-^ ci«-^i^_o^i. 

is written, Jacob hav^ ' 
from which we gather 

jac6b had not donQ anythi ^ ...,,. . ,, ,, -.,„,^,. ^ 

it arisetjh not from anything in^' nor is it caused by smytMng'Sone by 

: thecre^ure^ A fact which "^'' ""^^ " ' ^ '*'' * •> «T'-»i-J^iLij 

i which Excludes ^U bloastini 
love. Him because, He, fi^rst loved us." 'The teaching 
plain and so positive uppn this pointy as to leave no room fei^a'^qoupt 
respecting ijt, I?he thought inispires the soiil with gratiticfe^ aid'wijbh 
thankful nearts we praiset'he Lord wlio hath loved us so'3&^eiyJ,'jSec6^aly, 
the antiquity of that love. Its dq,te is prior to actua^ exip^Ucej liefere 
we were born, ; ve«.^ before the foun^^ition of the world, '^jui^e is' seine- 
thing inexpressibly delightful in this .'consyeratipn/ wh.^j't$© ^oly 
Ghos^ leads up the piind to a contemplation of ft. ' ifpwcii'ine Vords of 
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th^.d(^JBeaeeme1: m tfee VlUhdi Jotn^ '**' And' "hast loved^h^m, as thou 
h^^^tW^ roe,*V an4» V ThQii loved^t n^e\)efpre tlue foundation of the 
warld,*^ ^ Ja Qp,i such language ,6.aIci^UtQ4 to a^y a^en .the de6]pest. kiterest 
in^tl^^^^iiDjjeet? Ia,uotJ;bi8 a secret wortli knoyuig, that l)efore the 
ISiisame^ yr^^ forth in ^ts of oreatlve skill ancl power, ^6 'twere the objects 
©r divine affection, that fiis love was i^ed upon us* in vast eternity 1 
Thirdly, the peculiarity of the love, " Jacob have'l lov6dj but Esau have 
I hated/' Believers in Jesus^. this applies equally as much to you as 
it did to the patriarch ; you stand forth in distnction from the ungodly, 
who are living with6ui)Clhrist^3 IritEoflt hit>pe j|^ the world; as an 
object of distinguishing favouTf wh|it Ordebtpr you are ? While the proud 
reject this truth, the humble receive it ; while the carnal mind which is 
enmity against Ood rebels against itpfehe spiritual mind which is recon- 
ciled to Qtodif appvQves it and con sing» 

On such love my soul still ponder, 
Love so great, so rich and free, 
s"tv."^i- ,f.'^'i» ' fifty "wWlstj. lo«t in holy w/onder, : 
: , , , r ' "Why, "Why such love to me ? 

• '"^ '' " ' " . " ' milelufah! 

'-*.(vn> (.'.f<;' .' ^'-GtaartdiaHTeignBtemaBy. ' ; . 

I r ' ' f 

vf onaer ! yes, we do ; . and well we may. Yes ! nor "^^ll it c^ase to be 
ajneitter ,oi^ a^tonishmentj that Ood hath ma^e the choice l\e'has through 
th&ages to come. Dear liord, she4 this precious, precious love abroad 
m.po^ hear^Sf , In the conduct of God in meeting with Jacob, revealing 
Himself to^iQ, and ^ving him the promises He did, we have a figure 
o£^ihe course of God with His people. Has the Lord met with us, 
xnad.e. Himself known to us, and spoke cheering words to our hearts ? 
Ill so, this demonstrates His lov^. Israel, a people, taken into covenant 
relation with Jehovah \ we never meet with the titles God of Egypt, 
G<)fd of Cs^n^sgi^, God of Moab, ^c^ and why,) because tlie Lord did not 
$t»jp.d in that relfiMon to them which He did to Israel. Being the 
descendants of Abraham, they were .included in, the agreement made 
with their progenitor. So all Christ*s seed were taken into covenant 
w^tn Him their h^ad; covenant interest was made known, **I am the 
Xtprd your God,^" and realized, they shall s^y, " The Lord is my God." 
It^ was by th^ covenant they possessed the privileges they had, so God's 
coyen^t is the magna ^harta which secures all spiritual bles^gs to the 
le<^t| in time . ^n4 the. li^avenly inheritance i^r time. Bv the relation 
Mael were . honoured above others, **T*ho is like unto tnee,'^ and by 
Jehovah l)ecoming our Go4 we are advanced to the. highest dignity. 
THj^ covenant David spake of in his last moments, " He hath tnade with 
Tf^f^o. everlasting .coyenant, ordered in all things' and sure. This is all 
my salvation and all my ^.esire." May it be thus with us when heart and 
fli^h fail. , " ^J^e Lord that hatt created thee, ai^d formed thee V\ 'a word 
or two must suffice here. The greatness of the work ; creation work is 
Jbeyc^d the power of* all whose existence is deriyed. A Christian is a 
djiyi^e ^nd not a human production ; we owe our new creatureship to God 
.a^di,to Him alone. The excellency of the work may be regarded by 
t^e words t^at formed thee, an^ a Christian is the most glorious of all 
H^ works, a. people formed for Himself to show forth His praise. 

,11. The NoxiFicATiON. — But now, ^* fear not," if ye look at the close 
of the preceding chapter, you will perceive that Jacob and Israel ha^ 



edmied agatnErt the Loid, for "wMeh l^iej had hem. iiiidMr coi9e€ki<^s ; and 
now God' Ef>eakB to them in meTcy, whence note, ^ l!hese 'ftre siod^ 
inclinations in the Lord's people, bj whkh ihsy are kd a^itttay/' 

" Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it, 
Prone to leave the God I love." 

Do you w)t feel itflo^ dear reader I Paul,, that eminaot; saint,d.ecla£ed " I 
know that in me, tha^ is in my £esh, there dwelieth no good thing." Nov 
if there be not the good there is the evil ; and though preserred fifom 
gross open sins what discoveviefi we have of sin thait dwelieth in mi 
''The heart is deceitful abaye all things, and despeiiktely wicked, who 
can know it ?" liTpae of G^od'^ people know the worst of themselres ; 
what cause there is for deep and daily self-abasement ! 

2. That the saints come under the reproofs and chastening of their 
Father on account of their sins. " If his children forsake my law, and 
walk not in my judgments : if they break my statutes, and keep not my 
commandments ; then will I visit their iniquities with stripes and their 
transgressions "with the rod." Shall we add a New Testament passage ? 
'^ As many as love, I rebuke and chasten/' mark ihe conclusion of the 
apostle, '' If ye are without chastisement, then are ye bastards and not 
sons." 

3. That a sense of guilt and an apprehension of Diviae displeasure 
excites fear, and how distressing such fears are, is well-known by godly 
persons, who have the fear of God in their hearts, and whose conscienoes 
are tender ; we cannot peruse the secret page withoot seeing the inward 
•disquietude of those who were oppressed with guilt, and fSled wi^i 
distressing fears. 

4. That the Lord will give such fearful ob«6 eneouvageinent, aad 
heroin we see His tender compassion, '^ He will net ahrays chide, neiHier 
will He keep His anger for ever," for though He cause grief, yet will 
He hafve compassion aeoording to the multitude of His t^der mercMS. 
Never does He exercise undue severity, nor doth He' cimtiniie tbe 
painful disoipline one moment longer than is needl^. ' His miialteiai»ie 
kindness. Still he loves, ^* In a little wrAihr I hid my face £rom thee 
for a moment, but with everlasting kindness wiM I have mercy on •fafaeej 
saith the Lord tiny Eedeemer." Of Jesus it^is wHtten, ^* Having loved 
His own which were in tbe world. He loved them, notwithstanding afl 
their ignorance, weakness, and sins, *^ unto the end.*' Wfcat a solaioe "^toB 
to the mind ! The stability of His covenant, ''The mountains may 
depart, bat my covenasnt of peaoe shall not be removed, saith the Lovd.'^ 
In covenant, Jesus, whose legs ape as pillars c^ marble, stood up under 
the solemn responinhitities of suretyship -engagements^ ^ And in the ful- 
ness of time, He stood Ibrth to meet all, whieh He did fully * and 
honourably*" It is a firm compact, and cannot be broken ; sweet Bre 
these words of graoe, but now " fear not." 

III. The Assurance, '* For I have redeemed thee, I have called 
thee by thy name, i^ou art mine.'* What more could he say to cahri the 
mind, to comfi>rt the heart, and to renew confidenoe 9 

" 1. '* fear not, for I have redeemed thee," this redanptlon is a real 
and not a mere nominal one. It seems nonsense to talk or wiite oi a 
redemption which leaves man imredeemed, and yet this plteses many ! 
Bedemption is a bletosed reality, Ubis the countless throng of rasiBOBied 
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«ipiritB before tba throne demonstrates ; sod this thousAnds on earth, can 
attest* It is a divine <Hie, << I have dona it," saith the Lord ; no mere 
man could do it ; Jehovah Jesas is the Eedeemer, the Son of Qod and 
our near kinsman. It is personal then, this knowledge qualifies us to 
fling that song which none but the redeemed from among men can 
«xng ; it is complete, for He is a rock, and His work is perfect, a de- 
bv«raiice from the curse, from aiU iniquity, from death and the grave. 
"We are redeemed unto Qod. 

2. ^ Fear not, I havB called thee by thy name." This calling is 
both gracious and paarticular ; ye see your calling, not only what it is, but 
ivhat are its antecedents and consequents, Eom. viii. 2d, dO. 

3. ^Thou art mine now and for ever,^ mine by the closest, most 
sacred and durable Hea, 

WTiat from Qlirist that soul shall sever, 

Bound by eveiiastitig bonds ,- 
Oooe m Him, in him ior eyer, 

Thus the eternal covenant stands. 
None shall plnck thee 
fVom the Strength of Ismel's hands. 

Swavesey; Cambs. W. Leach, 

LETTER FEOM MK FANCOURT TO MR. STRINGER. 



My BaiBt FsiBNiD Sxbihoeb, — My letter to you of 22nd April last, 
was, when written, only intended for your own private perusal. It may, 
however, be true, that to your mind some portions relatiiKkg to the ag- 
gressions of Popery ia this country, ase adaf^ied to the perilous times in 
which we live ; when the great whore of Babylon drunk with the bLood 
of the saints and the martyrs of Jesus is invading our rights, and woul^ 
if they oould, rob us of life, light, and liberty ; and that in the event of 
publication, some good might be the result, therefore you ask my per- 
mission to allow the letter under the above date to be forwarded to the 
•editor of the ^ Eabthbn Vessel " for inspection and oonsiderstion. Not 
anything save the desire to promote the honour and glory of our Triune 
God, and to benefit my fellow-Christians, would induce me to say yes to 
jour request. Friend Banks the editor, with his pair of eagle's eyes, 
and capacious mind, will very soon discover in my letter to you many 
weak points, and perhaps condemn the "whole, as unsulted, and not of 
eufQciait merit to justify its publication in the pages of that excellent 
and standard work the EARTHESf Ybssel. 

I am soBcitous in my humble way to fan the dying embers of Pro- 
testantism into a vehement fbime, resist the common enemy whom the 
•devil is urging on with all his Satanic influence to blight our rightful 
heritage, degrade our race as Englishmen, and enslave both soul and 
hcdy. 

Protestant England, since the Reformation, has been as it were, a 
beacon upon a hill, the admiration^ and, perchance, the envy of other 
•countries ; sudi may mainly be attributed to the divine blessing in the 
promulgation of pure Protestant principles, founded on the Word of 
€rod, in the free circulation of the Scriptures of eternal truth. Such 
has raised thie country in the estimation of all good men; Notwith- 



viwndia^ this are tre now heoimikf Sk hyie ^iM/^sMt'^ 
hxye sadly fidleii from o^ origuial rightdousne&s, aiiCl ^re tflpicD^ re> 
Iftpsing iato the lying) prmeiffles^ aiftd pradtieea of 'Popc^.'^^-^anitbe 
true, can it be poiaifale, ih*t Engkbid, out beloted county & to ftUl (as 
some flay) into the infernal gnsp^ct Bonie ; he spoiled bf her Biir^fainey 
and name, and vedaoed to tHs ^dogractod condltioh of^^aitt^Lhd'Bbke, 
where the horrid beast, his Satanio majesty, andxK)'')HlftAe]^ hij^'^hbliUeas 
the Pope, hold tlieir •court,' rule the pedple t^th a - red 6f %o^, infif ride 
rbiigh shod orer the lanil.4 I €ai6^»«r to ^is, no i 6Ma&Aif'^ldtok\*'Vhe 
Bntish lien, who has* fat some time {ndulgeel iA »l6th 'atid %iac#tiK;y, 
must be ajrooaed to aetionV' resume this womted' e^rgy; i^eoiC hik ikil, 
open his graat eyes, lode east, west,' north-, BX\d s6uth, after' 1^-dai$ng 
foe, who is lying in ambush to enslave, degltv^tmd de^trdy if-piMhle 
all heretics in t^B land. . ■ \ . . , . . . t , ..• 

That excellent publication The C&ns^itaion;, says with ^ef^iide to 
Popeiy, «^ It is one of thfo principles of the Roteieh :ch'*tcfc,"it ii^ver 
changes, erer the some is its stet'eolyped metto, and wa MieVef it -Of 
Satan from the first, it will be-of Batstn to the -li^.-^ He was Wlia^^&nd 
murderer from the begiiining, so was the Eapal ehurcb, ti»hi(£- W^ilj 
described in Holy Scripitore, as drunk with the blood of th^^eai]^,'tftiid 
the maityrs of Jesus/' .^ •■ 

Could I have my will and way^ I would l^e IJhe ilount&j^^ri^of 
liberty floating in the breeze over evet^ Protestesnt <9]^tSfi£h dhtirdi'uhd 
chapel in the three kingdoms, England, Scotland, and Ireland, with the 
inscribed motto, Protestantism for ever,, and no surrender to jfog^Q 
Kome. 

That noble publication The ConstttiUian' has ' j^v^^'in the March 
number, a comparative statement between the position of Popery in 
Great Britain 1860 to 1868, asioHow?:— 

Priestjr, cha|pels, ^., l^iSft to ,1868. ^ I^icnB^se^i^^^t Jjj^ffff 

Prieste - 1236 1639 ^ ""40^ * '^ 

Chapels r :956> ' 1283 'i • • 327 

Monasteries 37 67 30 

Nunneries 123 227 104 

The above statement will serve to convince any thoughtful^. s^d^jODn- 
siderate mind, as to the rapid increase of Pppery i^ this ipoupLjrj^i^d 
will, I hope, be a coiiblusive argument to prove tha^ the .^me nps «^ 
when every Christian man, woman, and child stoulclbucyj^ on jpxe,fijp]Q^9i]ur, 
enlist under the banner of the cross, raise their Protectant .cfJo^ii^ s^ 
thus successfully resist the encro^^chments of Home. ijopery.OTwf.i^'i 
shall not have the ascendency in this county, enough, pf ^^iB^.^i^^Jjye- 
gone days. • ^ ;' ;; . . ; .; /«;rl ♦•iMr 

Most people are aware from historical st^teme];Lts:,t]bft^ tn^j^t^^ 
riity of monks were proverbially careful to have a g9odly herijl^q^} QOjPa- 
prising good productive land, security of situation, npt far.jfrpjpji,,a clear 
r\jnning stream of pure water, fine, healthj, and pomipaifa^g^fp^^j^ 
said other advantages which few besides could obtain. '^ ^ the 
raonkery was set up, shut in and duly secured by g«kteB, boliis^,ap<ll)ara, 
to keep out intruders. Here th^ monks regaled themselyea \;^pcMi ^od 
and plen^l English fare, roast beef, &c., and on high days and holir 



days miWfi^iilimg m^ttre^ .iui4 (OmeiluBg hetixmi Iw it Jogh^ 1 aalq that 
strpi^JTi:^])^ mail shoolfl thus lire io loxcuy and sdlentes; under tlie 
aaaomed^garb ^ «ai|ctity^ which, is ia i^tilityflfaieer'faypobrifly/ and an 
abomination in> tl&e ejm of a holy Qod, ! yrMkt oikheiB are required to 
earn tl^ hiead )by the siv^^t of! tfaeir.faafQlr9 Ye ehikbren (^ t^il, 
t}MK>f.,tte»;t tbu4,b«a(ii!,7«un»lTM»;aad pmtert agunrt this ipeaifl^ 
of ioiqifitj^ p. UiiiB o^r Firptestaxit land* 

.Jl{t.js|^ @:i^li^e,,^4r im^rta^t question fpr . eonflideration, whether 
freehold land in ihiB Fi^^M^tant coonlvy^ catn legally be tsansfenred into 
Fc^iah.^isBwe^' i^^m^iB lor the apeoial pucpoae of eteddng illegal con* 
ven^cljee, anch aa mpnastevi^ wmnerieS) ^. This leqpma a wiser 
hei^rl^i^^ ^'WB ,t^, determine; yet ahanUmse to hanra the qnestum 
aimwe^i^ed. ^ I j^e eajd.befor^ m sf^I ai^ain^ ihere will be no per* 
manent security or peace in this our Protestant land^ until ail- Jesuits^ 
and foreign^ JE^pipani«t# of every ahdde and cokwat are leacpdkd* They 
ansi tlfe;pe9t,find pl«gvi^ i^k)^ in this/quxr.fotheirwiae hafipj oauntxy. So 
much fpr, iqgem^y*,, ,£fow my pld^fipiencL Slxinger^ Iihave apokrat my miiid 
onthj^, all abeorbing aubjeetv '^^ will I feary tire your patienoe in 
peri\§ii^ it.. If I. aj^QV^d Wome. thehnmhlci ioistnuDBnii ei inducing 
otherajt9!<^mebQl(Py forward to fwrifrfi in. mainiyuipg otur Pnotestaait 
instiiutionsy rights, and privileges, I shall considet myself* fully 
compffiftafajdn jWii^ lundeat .sega^ to youx good wife and family^ I 
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WoO(dlaiids,' IsfewOrti, Micldlesex. 
.,/ May 8tV 1868. - , •• - 
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Sa»t gags of t^t Mt 0r» J. $,. ^ua. 

BY H. F. GRIffPIN. 

■ ^^ 

Deae SiR>r-At the request of many friends, I. send. you. &bicief account 
of the last days of my revered predecessor, Ijhe aged Johk. Aia)&|;WB 
JoiSTKB, who Was for thirty-five years the esteemed pastor of Jireh Chapel^ 
and th(B oldest Baptist minister in the metropolis. It is well known to 
those who ^eel interested in our denominatioa^ that about three years 
ago, Mr. Jones retired from the active duties of the ministry ; this he 
did reluctanfly, for it was his constant desire to " die in hainess ;*' to 
spend his laist daysin talking about our blessed Lord ; but Ood's way 
was jwt hiB way ; and he lingered many montlut, yet continuaUy' sup- 
ported by a toivine though invisible hand. It is with much pleasure I 
have heard tnan^ of his hearers say, "We felt that the old. saint was 
ripening for glory ; his sermons, though short, were so m^UoWf 80 sweet." 
As he nepiTed the haven, his steps became feeble, but his faith increased. 
In vigour *his body began to bend and totter ; but his soul seemed to grow 
larg^,' aid his heart more and more steadfast;. as lus eyes grew dim and 
his Keating &ile<^ the eyes of his mind seemed more piercin|^ and his 



eftrs to catch tbe soiis^ and autbems above. T^iua, wlxil^ the outward 
noon deoa^ed^ the apiritual maa was reziewed day by day. From the 
tiiae he gave up preaching, he began to sink, sgo^ only onee or twice 
attempted to spesjc publicly. The last time wasat his birthday meeting 
in October, 1867. 

His principal occupation was to read, write, and pray. It was at 
this time I became acquainted with him. I shall never forget our first 
interview. I saw him in his study. As I entered the room with one of 
the fkmily, I seemed transported into a bygone age ; he was surrounded 
with the faces of departed saints ; l^re, on the mantlepiece, was John 
Owen and many other ancient worthies ; while lower down those men 
of God, Dr. Hawker, Samuel Byles Pearce, Dr. Giil, John' Stevens, 
George Powqll, Georgje Murrell, J6hn Foreman, and' then my eyes 
rested upon the aged John Andrews Jones ; he Iboked so fatherly, so 
patriarchal, that I" felt I was in the presence of no ordinaiy man; h^ 
conversation on the occasion was very sweet, his chief theme Jesus and 
his finished work. After this I saw him eveiy week. Once telling 
him I was cast down in my mind and much discouraged ; he replifed, 
'* Well, my brother, cast thy burden upon the Lord, or n it is too heavy, 
roll it." A few days later, he gave me a book with the remark, 
'* Preach the truth, my brother, {)reach it lovingly, but preach the truth, 
and leave the results with God." They were indeed words fltljr spokfen; 
it was his charge to me, short, but containing a volume of meaning, and 
I pray God I may be able to preach it as sweetly and faithfully as he did. 
Oh, that there were more like him, more thinkers and less surface 
preachers. He was plain and simple, yet a man of learning, and, withal 
an unctuous and feeling preacher. I am told that once while preach- 
ing from the words, " And they found the stone rolled away," an aged 
lady of some substance in this world, was so moved, that she cried out, 
"Oh, let me go straight to hjeaven now, for the stone is rolled away." 
It i& true that sometimes he was cutting and severe in his ministry, 
which a few have tried to use to his injury ; but even in this I cannot 
but think he was justified" by the circumstances connected with it; for 
it is as well sometimes to correct ^ to console and heal. We must 
remember how firmly, how tenaciously he held the truth of God ; how 
precious it was* to hita ; his life dontinuAd in it, and can we be surprised 
that when he saw our chapels taken from us by unholy might and free* 
will supplanters, and a fovm of godliness take the place of the power 
thereof, our Churches degeneratmg, the Lord's table wrested from its 
primitive truthfulness, and the order of the Bible and the Lord set aside 
for creeds and forms, and orders of m«n, can it be wondered that with 
holy indignation and righteous^ scorn, he preached, wrote, and spoke 
severely 1' I would to God that in this age c£ blasphemy and rebuke, 
he wovUd raise up more such mighty giants to fight the battle of the 
Lord. 

It soon became painfully evident that his mental powers were 
failing, and it was with, sorrowful emotions we saw the once powerful 
and grasping mind juat, passing away, but even now and then a bright 
gleam would overspread his feice, and he would say something worth 
ti^eafiuring ; with what earnestness would he repeat that hymn (of Pr. 
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Hawker^s), I Bave wept when I Have heard huu in the midst of hiai 
fcmUj: 

" Oft hast Thou, Lord^ bx tender love, 
Prerented my te<|[i&e8t ; . 
Lord, send Thy Spirit from aboY«^ 
An miexpected guest,** &c. 

One Lord's-day I said to him, ^' I took for my text this uonongy 
^ I am not ashamed of the Gospel of ChiistJ '^ 

He replied^ " There are noany peopLai not ashamed of the Qospel, 
but the Gospel is ashamiod of them.'' 

It was interesting to mark .that even when his mind was nearly 
gone, . hpw well he remembered his old «nd endeared ministerial 
brethren. At timesi to rouse him, we asked — 

'^ Did yQu km>w Mr, John Steyens?" 

His face would brighten, '' Enow him? I shonid think I did, for 
he was a wonderful man«" 

, Th^ same with Dr. Hawkei^ he would say, '^ He was a good, great 
man*" 

During the last month of his life I visited hin^ frequently, and 
always found him qujet. and patient, waiting lovingly for his call '' to 
come home/'jl His son-in-law, my respected friend and brother, Mr. 
Hawkins, . said to him, 

'' You h^ve fought a good fight, neaxly finished your oourse^ and 
there is laid up for you a crown of life." 

Not quite understandix^g him, be said, 

" I shall not have the crown for being a good boy/' 

Hia mind was constantly, upon the work of the ministry ; he seemed 
alw£^s in thought. Upoa my once asking him if he was asleep, he said, 

<< No, no ; I am thinking, thinking, always thinking. 

" Qf what are you thinking,'' I ssud ; and. he replied, 

« Of you.and the Church." 

He then burst forth with some sweet thought, but was too £&r 
gonei to complete the idea* One incident will never be erased from the 
jip.emory of those who were present. I told him I was going to baptise, 
and expi:^esfi(ed a wish that he should be at the chapeL He said he would 
if he could ; ,but evidently he thought it was that night, and that he 
thought he. tras there and said, 

" I should like to pray." 

His daughter said, " 'V^ell, father, you.shall." 

He began, }^ I know not how many are present, doubtless a goodly 
number ; but let us pray.'! t-' 

He prayed for the Church, for the pastor, for his fetmily ; and as 
the dear old man spoke, it seemed to those favoured to listen, as if he 
was in heaven. Need I say they wept as they listened. He greatly 
delighted to talk of God's eternal love. Upon one of his grandchildren 
telling him she had been hearing me, and my subject was love, and that 
I had illustrated it by taking our island as an example, that as that was 
siuToimded by"|water, so the Church was surrounded by love, and that 
our enemies must come through that love to get at the Church, he 
exclaimed, " Oh, he has taken my sabject," and then, 

• ** -Twas love above the fountain stood 
That loved to wash me dean." 

T 2 



He got weaker day by day, and spoke less. A little time before 
his removal, tbe doctor said h;Q -(pxid ppt lie long, perhaps not many 
hours ; and as we gathered round him we could but shed a few tears 9S 
recollections crdirded upon us. I went to him arid ^csked him to ^SH 
hands with me ; and he did so with ia smil^; Otii efhls dau^ters said, 
"You are weary, of, earft^my/iefigrfatlwK' '/Ha jj^y^^ /inward longing 
look, and said, 

" The harbour, the harbouiC*** * ' 

Theday <pr«yiou9 tahjs deatb, anqtth^r di|ughteF«0ad» ^ \ 

" You are going to be with Jesus^ deai^ ip^ndpa." ' ^ -^ 

He tried to sp^ and could not ; his mouth m'ored, but jm aoun^ 
only a loving smile. ,, , A f^^ boUFS laWhe^ di;ew .ona<l(^)g^ deep breath, 
and entered his eternal nest Thus, died John Aadtefms^ Jones, one of 
the greatest and most truthful preBtoh^'oar denombiatidA has known, 
in the 89th year of his agb asAd 60th 6f his'ttiiyfitpjr. ''"'■ 
The account of lusinterdMHithas^eeb givibiV'''' '-'■- ^' H 
Mr. Milner preached the' fttner^ - i^drm!6n tt^att'^V^owing con- 
gregation, from 2 Timothy iv. and 7; aid 1 pteacfied Jkhe following 
Lord's-day evening to an equally large congregation jfrom^ those words, 
" He was a good man, full of the Holy Ghos^ and of fad^ ; and miich 
people were added to the ipord.*' , .- i// 

As a man, Hr. Joues^ wa^ hoD^, upright,. and ^^^tiDsmanly. As 
a husband, faithful, lpying,r and a9(^tionfvte. As,a,pi^ea^er, truthful, 
unctuous, insti^uctive aipid attei^jbive. < Asft pasitoir^rfeiQc^g the flock of 
God, faithfully defending' the. titutthfluBd. and' de!VK^^ toFlhis people, as 
a good ministemf Jesun iQfarxit; * HwrdAgibn entel!«dt iktfcf his life — was 
part of his existence.; dt'wiBhu'BuJppoTt^lQre^ihtBiobaMl^ in death. 
His time was for the>moBti|)a»t sp^i-itt his Bt«ldy and^iifiljlpulpit; and it 
does one good to ftee hifi wdll-used BfHe and cciitcotdattce.Jaot by several 
the first he ha^ worn out; He studied to shew himself a workman that 
needeth not be ashamed, ever-standing by 'hilr >^ell-biowii]motto, " Buy 
the truth a^d ^ell it not/* H^ eo^Id comfortalBly lay. ctoyp his pen and 
resign the con£ict, confident of. t^^. that tboiigh subje^ jip much weak- 
ness and infirmity^ he.l^d not shunn^to declai:e.aU the Munsel of Qod. 
With his Majster!^ w/^rds pc^tf^ltiy ringingia his eaans, .^fpe thou fedth- 
ful unto. idQ8kthv*«4uii will |[jv7^i tl^.tbe-crowBiof glife»^//he cheerfully 
went on his way, and new mh^rBiStilw ghnry rpreparad fborf Km before the 
foundation qfiitha-worida - ...•.■. . ,'' / -i- -^ v ff 

. ♦* In rar9 and certain h,ppe, hip flesh to dnst ., , , :. 
' -- '^ftfei!nit;«uid'a8k,»wWeiflthyvictoty,g^^ 

To wait the rei^iirreeliloii m<»i]M--attg[ast, - *• - -^^1 '- 
In Mf}^^ 1^ u]^ac^t(0baJa domioi^nMY^ - i h. J A 

' ' Fultlifid U> (fteithf kh Mwt^^btt^ tiitf «k«6^ ' - '^ '^{ 
• Jjid does A& vietov'fi -|>ftlitt! in 4d.tainpli wBVa f*** 
Isnow-iviilib JMi]9Qnlii6;throncr8ist€k}tnk: . 
Such honours shall the saints in glory flave. 
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Parewell, (prewey, tiU round the thiPne- we me^t, •, ^ / 

, To sing; ;^lih thee .thiB never-ending s(wig, ., ' ,;rn 

A^d cabt our crowns at the Rede^er's feet, . ' 

- Wlfile ^V^Usthig ages n>H along.'' ' ^ 



"fl 



I am, denp sir, yours affecAioBaMy. in Jesas^^ • i- 
Jireh Chapel, Basfc tcttd, City load. H*' l*^^QwpriN; 



V.!; • i"' • •■•' l/'fNE S ' 

^;;itteu x)u the death of the. venerabla John Andrews Jones^ who aacepded 
f, tohi|(reat<onLJul2pil5th, X868, i& ;t^e 89th yeat pf hia age.. 

^: c ' -' BY WILLIAk STOKES, li4A3fi^eHESlBR. 
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"I have kept A^faffe,'' X Tim. iv* 7.— "And I heard a Tdtee ftbm hoaveii saying 
onto me, Write, Blessed arstl^P'daad which ds^ ih theXordiPomhawoefortU; ye% saith th« 
SPjriV *^^| tl?Py WAy. J^Pt frpnx their labours ; and their works do follow them."— 

«■' AK!>' haa EKjah mounted from^the plain, 

tc ) 'With; hift lov^d Baviottr, and the saints, to reign? 

,07/ Haslie. at lastfiwith'patmrohfed'^fears, 

His f a^well taMn of thia ^e ol tears? 

Has he anoAhevJ^^ivdh" fo«imd aboTe^ 

-noo • rr .,r '! Where faithful /lervioe enda in j^erfect love? 
,,,. , : , Where sorrpws die, and tears can never flow, 
^^7. ' ^' And where the saints forget all earthly woe ? 

Hnr M • ^^h f^^^ above the Spirit sgeaks them blest, 

^ Who die in Jesus, but with lum to rest ; 
Who fought his fight, and to his faith stoo^ true, 
^iK -'1 '.'■WllhPze«d and lote that hitelLngs never Ttnew. 
Jjilrf . .^ '/'kndsuch-iras Jones: With manly heart and bold, ' 
i'> ?l > \\ '' SW-faPuth he braved the tempest and the cold, 
>S'. I : ^ 03k theme was one where^ his hon^ and place, • > 

pj;/. . : .lAodthat one thepue 'waii'^'frtoaild aoveK^ign gK&oe.'- ■ 

«f[ji'-ti '. . '"'i&OBft'huBible'Qaiirtleyy wjhfflre.ineariyp^iine^' ; 
;^if... •. .BegaTe.to.saints.apasior'acar^iandMmo:;- • / >, . , 
|,. ,, , , I . joBrentfor^'^ tebour^jl^dto/'.^il'eh" dear, 
'X ,f That faith Jhq, " Jcept ',' witKev^ rolling year. 

;';ct:: :;;;;fc.i.eeded»(*tha^^ 

}"^^ '' /'From naimea once valued in a, better day: . 
Usi. ivu\ ;^ :!jg^t' fiianly stood, whpn Moore, and &in6, and Hill, ' 
^2Uw/ . . -^^^ slighted wffch a veiiei^ble tM, " ^ 

.ho^^ ' •^^'' ge'sbughtnbsniilef^m inehW^ "taste,** * 

rl J rxa MM i r^^t ancient 'chiiiSsheii make an ''bpen'^ ' 

^: * ' . «> Who the old ^^ landmarks'^ traa^le with their treiid, - ' 

od: jii'i'K- i^TThab inin^q^vi^nlbiffiite a^ 

When early manhood budded fresh fromyotltfiy ..'.': ' 

He chose the theme of everlasting truth ; 

An4 through Wg'year^^ unmdVed'ljynxptW shock, 

'That truth he held as solid aa a rook* , 

> ' ..... 

Alas for Britaiii -when etieh inen 'aa% Um \ ' 
When chiu^cbea leave the Jaith^ldlor .the ^/i^ew." 
Wh«^ olden.-tmtiiB. thatgaveiour land a name, 
All "ears ^ite'^ diaeatd ^as vii^gftr i^me. 

Alas! that "sovereign gnwe'*^^ is not the bread. 
With which those masses hirtiicer. t^^ hh fed ; ; 
They crave^^or^* ^mixtures,? ai;i4 pj^efer a *f hash," 
And all tHey seek/tj^ey Jiaye.w* fe«W»eA 'iW^." 
Woe to the hmd when "babies" never grow. 
When childreoJl. ^^ milk^ is sdi^ tBoy -cBure >to know ; : ^ 
; - ^,. /\^ei^|t scant meal tb0y.ta^pOP:5JteIlW seat, ^^ ,' 

And never mourn the absence of "strong meat." 
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Not so the giant fathers lived of old, 

Not so they grew to stem and mighty mould ; 

Not so matured an Owen, Gill, or Brine, 

Whose drink was heavenly, an4 whose food divine. 

Not BO a Jones lived oat beyond tins iqpttn. 
Long since allotted to degenerate man ; 
The flook ho led with all a shepherd's oare. 
And long will ^' Jireh'' that rich pasture share. 

But say, ye saints^ who watched his chariot flight. 
And saw him enter on the realms of light ; 
As he ascended, may ye '' watchers" tefl. 
On whom his mantle and his spirit f ell ?* 

« 2 Kings u. 18—15. 
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Deab Sift, — By request of my brethren in affioe with me at Zoar Chapel^ 
Gravesend, I send you a brief account of the life and death of Mr» 
T. Wall, the late mujch beloved pastor of the Church in that place. 

We are but little acquainted with his early life ; but according to 
his own statement, he was brought to know himself as a lost sinner 
when young, and also to enquire afber those things which relate to the 
salvation of his immortal soul. I have often heard him say that hh 
whole life had been spent in endeavouring to do good to his fellow crea- 
tures. 

He was called when a young man to go forth and speak in the name 
of the Lord ; and when an. itinegraat preacher (which Jbte was for years) 
he has walked many miles on. a Loxd's-day ; and those days he would 
say were among the haziest of hia life. His first pastorate, was at 
Hailsham, in Sussex ; finxxa. thence he removed to Rye^ where he was 
much blest in has Mast^^s work for about ten years. When, it wad 
known in the town that he was about to leave, a meeting was convened, 
at which the Mayor and the Ministers of the town were present ; and a 
handsome purse with more than JS40 were presented to him, to which 
about 300 of the town contributed ^ and the names of eacli subscriber 
was written in a handsome albu^, wliich he prized till the day of his 
death. His labours at Rye were extensive in the school as well as 
preaching the word. But his Master had determined he should labour 
in another part of his vineyard; the Church at Gravesend invited him to 
preach the word of Hfe to them* After a few visits gave iim an unan- 
imous invitation to the pastorate, whidihe acc^ted, audit 'wsib manifest 
fix)m time to time thai this xmion was of the Lord : and had it been the 
will of oxxc God we should have liked to have heard his voice at Zoar 
for years to come. Under his six years pastorate the Church gradually 
increased, t}^ chffjpel filled, m 'that we have scajne a seat to let : the 
people were growing more thieui ever attached to him ; he was a labourer 
indeed, and has travelled htindteds of miles in a we^ to preach the 
Gospel, besides attending t6 his duties toiong Ills oim people. 

For some time before his death, he had suffered nmch from pain at 
the heart, and two or three times oa a Lord's-day morzxing has been 
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obliged to leave off in the aerttkoiiy and the iHends hitve closed the ser- 
yice by prayer. This prepsited our mmda a little for what was speedily 
to come upon us. He preached his last sermon at Warboys, from Philip- 
pians L 6, <' Being confident of this vety thing, that He which hath begun 
a good work in you will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ." He 
returned home on the Monday, attended the prayer-meeting at the cha- 
pel. In his address, in the hymns he selected, and in prayer, the friends 
remarked what a blessed frame of mind he wte in. After prayer-meet- 
ing, he visited one of Ito members of the CSrardi who was ill, prayed 
and conversed with h&r) then tietumed home, happy and cheerful (his 
iamily remarked), more so than usual. His labours were ended. He 
retired to rest, tiU about half-past six in the mormng, when he was 
seized with violent pain in l^e heart. H^ got from the bed into the 
chair, making a remark to Mrs. Wall that the pain was worse than ever, 
but in a few minutes. he had a little relief. He said, ** Bless the Lord ! " 
" Oh, magnify the Lord with me I " Mrs* Wall said, " We will, my 
dear, we will praise the Lord," and went to call her mother, who was in 
the next room. Hearing him make a strange noise she returned, but 
H£ WAS GONE ; the spirit bad fled ; the labourer was at rest. He died 
on Tuesday, July Blst, 1S68. 

His mortal remains were Interred 0h the following Friday. They 
were taken to Zoar Chapel, which was fillM with friends to witness the 
solemn service. Mr. ifeville, of Sutton-at-Hone, read and gave an ad- 
dress ; Mr. Lingley, of Maidstone, also gave an address. One of the 
Deacons gave out 975th hymn, Denham's Sdection. The service was 
solemn. Some weighty remarks were made. Prayer closed the service 
at the chapel. A procession was then formed, whidi consisted of a 
hearse and three mourning coaches : the first conteyed the family ; the 
s^ond, the deacons ; the third, the ministeis. There were also five 
private carriagas ; and a great number of the friends of the Church and 
congregation walked behind. Arriving at the cemetery, there were 
hundreds of people waiting to witness the interment. Mr. Neville spoke 
solemn words to those who were standing around ; Mr. Klute (Indepen- 
dent minister), gave an address ; Mr. Jull, of Byaifsh, engaged in prayer ; 
the 9B9th hymn was sung, and the service closed. 

On the following Lo*d*s-day, Mr. Neville, of Sutton-at-Hone, 
preached the funeral sermon ftota Rev. xiv. 18, " Blessed are the dead 
that die in the Lord,'* <fec. The chapel was crowded, and profound at- 
tention paid to the seasonable discourse. 

I pray tl^eLord of the harvest to send more labourers to suj^ly the 
place of those He has taken home; and that we may be ready, knowing 
that in an hour when we think not^ the Son of Man cometh. Yours in 
Chijstiani l9v% A Dbaook. 



LDSES to THE MEMORY OF MR. THOMAS WALL. 

t t • • • 

&o very old, tod y^t 86 yow^g ; 
Gladness was ever on hia tongua; 
And holiness, and peace, and truth, 
tn him all wore the garb of yotith. 
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That snow-white hair, and bfow of car^, f ,.v,.,.u ^. .d . 
Spread looks of tronder eveiyWhere; , ' ^ T . 

As sweetly roilled through t\A stilled fold, ' ' ' '* '" ' ' 
The raptured numbers which he told. . " ' * 

We, who now weep^ remembet' wbU, ' ^ , , 

How sweet the worda^. bow strange the apcS! ' '' ' ' 

That bound us to him as we he^d '' ' ' 

• BBs visJ6n8 of the risen Lobd. , 
His ih6ughts would seem like a fond dream,,,, "]. > • ' - 

n iWihen life in glory was his theme ; . ^. . , < , , .i, > 

■ Hii last sleep o'ep*^e dreams no mdre,^ ' , 

. JBut nealiees.all he saw. 

^iMl&ar is like aft orphan 'dhild, / 
I Thxowniatbetle8s.a|>an the wild; 

Themoth^r-QhuichwaiiwedagMn, 

And the new pastor will sustain 
The names he bcjKre who is no jmore y' ' 
But never to that orphan .poovi ■ i .< ' 
Will the church send so true a friend, > . ,,( t ': ' 

. •; Aa ha whose -work is at an end. ^ . , i.,., 

Out heai^s are bleeding at our loss, . VI ■ 

But mercy weights the Ohristi^^s crossy . , .t . r ).; 

And we can look with sorrow sweet, ^ ; n 

Into the cavern Bt our feet ; 

The snow-white hair is buned Inhere $ 

The worn-out limbs a white shrond wear ;' 

But our eyes scan, as Christians can^. 

Thespirjitof'thedebroldnian'. ., r! 

' Winging its way to Jesus' side, - '"•' 

» Catching' th6 smile of iBtimwho died; • '- .1. tm 

There left him in that bUsaful^ouc, « '^ "j^' ':,'* 

All lingering thoughts of ;hMl ow^powen - • 7< ?>^i' >; 

^*The WT)rk was tmne, ojxi Saxio^miiie, •(•< \ i*!*- 

Tobringmeto this joy divi^" .} ,jr,t,,.:ii . 

And angels hide their harps ^sidfib :..•'. ■• * '^ ' '' ' ' ' 

To hear him praise the Cruciied. . '!..- 'v-r 

The greenest wreath his feUows bringi " -. ' •» V "^ • 

Fades in the presence of the Kii^ 5 '" " '' '' r' '■ 
Kor song of mortal greetfihis'earj •>'' •'•''' '''^V' :..,'.'' 
Where crystal rivers gurgle near, ' ' , 

Yet let me crave upQn h^^gray% ^ • t -lO'^Mi. • ■ *^ iT 
Boom for the Bowers 1 weeping we^ye^ , j . j v j i . ' •'^ n' i 
Since all wfll own these flowers have Uo^ ^ rj li . • i^'^ ' ' ' 
From seeds :wMoh he himself had sown. _.[.,., . \ » le* w - • 
Great Baddow, Essex. Mbs. T. Ohaflin. 









A BEIEF ACCOUNT OF THE HAPPY JSXppEBXEiirOilSrttAJJBl 

PEACEFUL end; OF MBS, ANN BUNKER, ' "■'""■" 
Who fbxl asi:<eii!p iir 'Jebtts, Apbii. 1,7xqi, '«X^j6>o. 

It is not the intention of the writer to mve his 'own iih<ni^kts*0li^fti^ 
subject; being separated by distance frQOi hia defartedidster, Ivd^Aid'iiib^ 
the privilege of seeing ber Gfk ]%«r. bed of affliotiozi, or 'h^«i3d^^||^^^, 
precious words as they, fell ^m; her 'dying Up^l ' But ia J^l^fp^f^^^ 
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'II'' 
will be gathered, matiye .t(x tha^4eMt cUpafted one, ^Hum letters reoeived 

from a dear brothf if m a tvoSold irelatimiBkip. 

'* Why shbiild thdVbndera God hath wrought^ 
Be lost iq silenoe and forgot V* 

It may be necemwj just to state that the departed one had made a pro- 
fession of religion many years since ;but alas, like many inore, her religion 
proved to be *' as a morning dloucl, and the early dew that goeth away." 
The means of grace wisre neglected, and she settled do^Rm careless and 
indifferent as to the concent of her immoirtal soixl. Heo* pathway was a 
ragged one indeed, trials, afflictions, and bei^avements were her lot ; but 
all, unsanctified by God, lefther wh^re j^he nmn^ but being loved with an 
everlasting love, and redeeiped bypc^cjoua blood, in doe tune the blessed 
Spirit stopped her in hert9^aQd0irings,afiLd' brought hereto the feet of 
Jesus, — . w . . 

A guilty, weak, and ,helpl6ss worm, .' 
On His kiKd anns to fall 

Having placed her in the furnace .of affliction,. Jesus^ the Befiner, 
sat by and watched the process ; removing the dross fi!Om the precious 
metal, He saw His own ima^ reflected in Iier^ and then g^tly whispered, 
"Child, come home.*^' 

Her health began to decline, eaxly in the year 1667 ; her complaint, 
(consumption) soon mad^xapid inioadi^ on her constitution. August 
l3th, my dear brot]^^.amt0e:>«*- 
'^I saw our dear sister last Wednesday evening; she came to our 
house, but oh, how altered ! with difficulty she cai^ walk at all j her long thin 
face, and sunken eyes, all seem to say she is not long fc^ this world. I 
asked her about her soul, she said she was looking to the Lord, but when 
I tried to ascertain what dhb meant by * looking to the Lord,' she seemed 
not to like it. I said^ * D6 you Io6k t6 the Lord Jesus Christ as a guilty, 
hell-deserving sinner for pHtdpti and salvation? Po you, know what it is 
to flee to Him for refuge,' &c. But, poor thing, there seemed to me no sign 
of spiritual life or spiritual <x>neem. A trul^ awakened soul does not sit 
down and calmly say, 'I know I can do nothmg/ but rather cries out with 
the jailor, ' What must | do,f in agony and distress ; like the pilgrim, he 
flees, but scarce knows wh^ve, kintil dif<ected to the only Befuge. Let us 
pray the Lord to open her eyM-andl purepare her for that great change that 
awaits her." i • • ' 

The dear departed one was' frequi^ntly visited 1[)y my ^brother and 
other friends, but they c6ii)d^see nothing satisfactory as to spiritual life 
in her soul, but in the fbllpWlng lett^r^ £^.(p^?ii<m: of wfaieh I give, our 
hopes were raised ^— .. 

.': -: >'* -'' ' . Nov. 30th, 1867. 

'' I know you feel anxious aboot'poor sister Ann ; she is quite confined 
at home now.,,.X.y^i^%4Q f^)^^flv^;^^¥ifr^ had some ^ose con« 

versatkni^Witb^^lf abmtt'hdr sdul'* she told me she fc^t at times ha|^py, and 
constrained to siilg^ "I lasft^ Wli^Vai^the'grorund of h^r happiness ? she said 
she felt her affliction had brought her bapk to h#r hieaves^ Fatii^. ^ Well,' f 
said, < nd^v^u diiUk ibbut^ being l^rotight back, that implies once you were 
brought nigh to God. Do you think you did once know the LoM 7* ^le 
then toM me^iw^ntiahe tUMd to f^l^ and 'that now hymns and portions of 
Scripti^^ capiie to heie il6rMi^' ansl'tbat tth^ felt submissive in God's hands. I 
asked her inai\y.Glpse-^ne«tiQa9,twhiBb «ike"«MWered in a way I little ex- 
pected, and I ,iMn hoping oiur G^ i»> ai^tening' bat bi afl^dtion for heaven. 
BhesauL dee had been reiiUiing her Bible to her husband, and she felt com- 
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fort now thetrdn. I read the I2M chapter of liphesiftns to h^M; eh6 said. 
' Ah ! that was once a favotuite chspter of mine/ I said, ^ I hopod it WMim 
be now, for it was all of grace.' I prayed with her and left her, committing 
her into the hands of our gracious God and Father. I do hope there is 
something good at the bottom, and if there is I know it will be made 
manifest. 

From a letter dated Dec. 28th, 1867, 1 give a line or two ; a gleam 
of light is seen just breaking through the clouds of spiritual darkness. 

^' Poor Ann gets weaker ; I think she will soon take to her bed, but my 
interview with her last Lord's-day was very pleasing to me. She repeated 
two scriptures as expressive of her uppermost feelings, viz., ' Search me, 
God,' <Src., and ^ As the hart panteth after the brool^' ko, I said if audi 
was the case, there was honesty and life, for no hypocrite or dishonest 
person wanted to be seardied, and I am sore there is no panting f<ff 
the living God till spiritual life is imparted." 

March 7th, 1868, my brother writes : — 

'' I received your long letter, <fec., for sister Ann. 1 read the letter, and 
think it contains some important questions, just Hie questions I have asked 
her ; we forwarded the same to her. On Tuesday evening last, I went to see 
her, and spent more than an hour by her bedside. Biit frhat with her cough 
and deafness, it is very painful to converse with her ; she is constantly raiang 
phlegm and is very much reduced and altered, she js evidently sinking fast. 
As to the state of her mind, I can hardly make her out ; she seems very calm 
and resigned, does not compliun, or drop a munnvtrittg word^ nor does filie 
wish to get better. Sometimes she feels so happy afeid tuieb to aiag^ ' Jesiu^ 
lover of mv soul,' and other hymns. I asked her if she had read yoor letter. 
She said, 'Yes, and I think I can answer eFveiy question- he puts. ^ Ixead tJie 
eighth chapter of Romans, and prayed ; expoundedthechapter, and pointed out 
as well as I coukl, what faith was, and what waathe foundatioix of asinner'i 
hope, and how it was wrought and maintained in the soul. £nt come to close 
questioning, she does not seem tome to understand the real nature- of eon, 
the claims of God's holy law, and tiie substitutionary work of Ghxisi 
Tet I do hope she is not resting on anything short of the finished work of 
Christ. But she has never sat under a sound minastiy as we hsK^ that ia 
one thing, still I thank the Lord, the Spirit does teach these solemn realities 
in the soul, and makes them Hving realities ; we must still bear her befeie the 
throne that it may be made dear she is a saved sinner." 

Ajid blessed be His holy name, He has heard aad anffwevedtptayei** 
Having begun a good work within her. He carried it on ; and as her 
poor tabernacle was decaying, her inn^r man wa^ nenewed day hy day, 
as will be seen from the following sweet and sonl-eneoumging testimoBy 
which we have from her own dying Kps. My dear brother, Apiil 4tli, 
1868, writes : — 

"My dear. brother, — I have specially to write to you about our dear 
sister, whose spirit will ahorily be.amoHjg the jui( made pirafeft bfefore the 
throne. I have had one or two q^eoial iiyternewia wiUi her ainca I wrote yon 
last, which' encouraged me to hope all was mtSIl with Imv. -Bui^ dnzk^ the 
past week, whatever fears I had aae new remoiwd^ ai^d a more 4eai sad 
saiiafiaetoiy iestimcmy. I hikTe not witBieosed for aopae tin^ Benqg (aomewhit 
free from pain now, threugh. suarcif, 4«i very msiefai wasted, .o^ lias in a 
peaceful, ealm state of miiid» waiting for 'hw depavturo, and loi»ging to.0o. 
When I came honaefHHn'iheeit^ last ntglit,.! was ind^MnAadt-abie wwiedta 
see me once mono, if I nonld pessibljr coMS. I wmk atiORce ; thlahowevtf 
qmet, and I went upstaics ; our ibaar «Mer lay idoswDg^ but as soon «i 1 
entered, aha opeaoad her eyaaaadsniiyiad. iHatdoimby hersida,attd«he«iid> 
'I ^ant to tell you of the gOod]iBa»o£tha.IiQid touMk' Isaid, 'l^«o<»^ 
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I am y&iy anxious to hear.' She proceeded and aaid^ ' I feel I am the most 
unworthy creature that ever livedo I have been afraid to speak to you on this 
accotuit, I was afraid to write or say anything I did not feel, but now 1 see 
what yon have said is true, it is the finished work of Christ, the dying of 
Chnst for me, thvt gives me a good hope. I am resting there alone. I have 
heen a wandering sheep, but have never been happy in my wanderings. But 
what a mercy the Lord did not leave me, or cut me down as a cumberer of 
the ground. He has laid me on this bed of affliction, kept me here to bring 
me back to Himself, and He has bronght me back. I can say, 

" Jesus sought me when a stranger. 
Wandering from the fold of God ; 
He to save my soul from danger. 
Interposed His precious blood.'' 
I can say now, 

** Jesus, lover of my soul, 
Let me to Thy bosom fly." 

And the Holy Spirit brin&;s so many passages of Scripture and hymns to me, 
that I have not thought of for years.' She continued, ' I see now Jesus died^ 
the just for the unjust, to bring poor sinners to God, I have no fear of death^ 
I know not what I have to go through yet, but underneath are the everlast 
ing arms. I don^ want to see any one, or hear about anything but Jesus. 

" Jesus my all to heaven is gone. 
On whom 1 fix my hopes upon." * 

Shfif Mid, * I hmve oftea thought the effectual prayer of n righteous man 
avaOeth muok, Ikasml hwre-had your prayers^ and broi^r James'o 
pcayersi' * Yes,' I iaid, ' you hsuve, but it is not ourpsayers^ but God'a eterpal 
propose and GSixis^a merits that has saved you ; and because these things 
were laid >np for you, theo^oce the Lord put it into our hearts 4U)d your 
hmt to pcay for thenu' 'Tlie expressieii of her oonntenanee in evei^tibdng sha 
said, wifiKkLaBped hands, assured me she spoke what she felt ; not a murmur 
escaped her lips, not a moment's i«gret, but rather a strong desire to depart. 
She said, ' Xfeel within me something like a bird fluttering in a cage longing to 
fly away and be at rest.' She 'said, ^ I hope this ai&iction and tins event will 
he sanctified to my poor- husband.' She seems aazLous about nothing, so 
much like our dear mother. I have now not the shadow of a doubt abeui 
hor taii^, ^be hw opensd her miad fully to aJl around her ; L« has been 
daily with her of late, also M. A. Sha said to thecoy 'Don't w^aep for mey I 
am Bo h^jgpjy don't $hed a tear. Z c^n si^g now, 

, / . '^ Now I can leU to sinn^^ ripund, 

. . What a dear Saviour I have found."' 

She said, ^ My timp is short here, I want to speak of His goodness to the 
last, I hope Satan will not be permitted to harass me*' I read the 
fourteenUi chapter of John, and prayed witl]i her, and on parting she 
hissed me and said, ' If we don't meet again here, we shall meet again on 
Canaan's happy shore, and the Lord will repay you.' These were her last 
"words to me, but I hope to eee h^ again yet, tbou^fh she cannot last long, 
as she takea nothing now but a litd^ wine aad beef tea. My dear brother, 
I am sure this will be' joyful newis to you, because you know I cannot be satis* 
fled without some good- ground 6i a simieiKs safety in a dying hour. But I do 
feel assured, M her ^die 'wkttxk tdie '• wiM, she will diea* sinner saved by grace, 
and very soon her Tansomed spirit ynXk join the perfected spirits of our dear 
parents, and all t^sest^tlM mummed boat beforeihexhrotie. Oh i what dis- 
tinguishing mercies ai« theM, tbat'tids makai tfatfes sb least out of the 
six of our famij^ *who aita iivtereBM. in Gkdte gnai j^fldvatkm. I could 
tell you many other ikmgft but hav* not time. It iB-not the quantity but 
the quality, and I am stxfe you will rejcnoe with bi% and give thanks to our 
wondeivworking God. Se* .Bun h9 all the i»aiM«'' 
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April iota, mjtrj^W wies?-^;, i'\,] //tliv/^ 
^ ^ I ftgiiih "vifiiMl our d^lEEr lister, i^lkaik «i^ M JJieiliody. I found lier 
exceedingly low, could only' just open 'her . lUhjguid I^Bft, and scarcely raised 
her hand, Laa,\ Jt.litiki> iv)uk>* and she .tuT^d^ihf^s pj^head round tome 
and said, 'Bead a poriion/ XveAd ii^i li()3^',{^mj|^d prayed. I asked 
her if she w^. jtiJl.irQstiBg v^rk Cbm^i ^eif##»r^iBS} longing to go.' 
I said, ' You want to readyoun tiiU^icLs^ri' S}^ 9^ -jlP^^ 1^ <^&^ do.'^Sheis 
past converse np|f , tW?4 I 4p. hoj^ wiU ^^pc^ ^^ ^/^ }^lf^ " 
April 17th, I receiTod.the £bUoLwi»gij— mi nr/) 

"My dear*' 'brdtiiri^^r d6iar sist^ ^JE^ei4«i»3Cwt thdti wonderful change 
this morning betweeii two and'tlbre^ ; ^he h!iisl<Mig't)«^loo]diig for a change 
of worlds; that gf^ilt loxd^ixridescnbsble cliaag0o«^^ifop1^ in those words, 
^Absent from the body aadpreieni with thfe {Lordi^ c -A^bsent from ail pain, 
and present I whefte theeM are fdeasnvid f dSr «T«nimr&i; llW^t from all sorrow, 
present where there i»nou|^tbut«hdly:iLtid).«r^a$i4ti9 joy; absent from a 
world of sin ami 8tri|e,,»»di.iflMftedja^te}y iinw^Fjf^iJoJpS^ a sea of endless 
peace and perfection,. .. ,. .,; . ..j. ,; . ., j .([ j.^ia 

' ' ^ Abseoi frpqiifleBb, O bUasfulitkMighVf'// 
W|iatniii^u|Own |0y8 ^haAiB»>ldei(^ii^^ 
'1 '■ Freed from the misdiief sin has brought, ioj&.: • 

From puBfl iffid leacfr^i^^Jl their springs.' 
L. aiid If.1 A were -irith l^er yesi^day afternoon, wib^n she was perf^tly 
senliHe^j^diW^esSAd l^sdlf \m 'on7ri)n il^ ^W^k^ ofl(^ftfrei|igp$^the 
strongest assurance of her interest' in Christ. She has been for several days 
and nights heard to sayj/'>OoiM XidQQi.f iiriiv*49ix^^)t!^<i^7*' What has she 
left behind^- a^^d wM> ^aa fhe ^f^ed, wa ea^ocm. x^aradeqimte,^^ ; like 
Christ and 'with' Christ, thfi ^Ves^ t6^1^b^e^iSwtt^ saints' 

wishes,; 'iind thttt U reached, - thefef<dl^^lilt^^\:pe|fde% a&^iafidd . ^^Bm good 
and faithful is our Grod. To His grace I commend you, and remain yom 
affectionate brother, Geobge. 

Islington. ^ \ - -> - • . - ^^^ *^ •-> ; 

Thu4 .died ,our '4pai < §^%>! R(3^^ /^^ 



was peace,'' /6b<Miu\ 

-J- M«y bothr wmieir itod* read»iv^Uk«4ieifrfM»-^^ 
lato-'th^KwiBdHxagsiof 36nd»s^'i iia^iy-^^c^.^a^k^Jriii^e^^ 
4ue(8rti0n, f^Hi^verl^^pewcl, and oj^ wh^ m it- |«3^)4?li?oo ^y^'^ 
OLdlhmg let».than.tfa[0,preioiou$ Wood- of Obs^t. App)^ ^iM^"^^ ^l^ 
CMsorii to ithe iinilhv <^ pro4uiie (^ 8oUdrpe%(^4l^ ^^^jd^ji^ . 

•■- ^ • ■ •' ■ •*••'-' ''-On'ChriBt/tlie^sqlidiEock I.staiiJ%.»- y'J>^il^ >iii\ v^'-. " 
t^ ' ■' • ' ■ '.AUothw ground is «te]di3!g.ifti(#."y-J c^oii-fg bcpoi; 

•^ ' ' Tiib Lord'W^^ llis btrmbfe t^taibii;^ ibr^^i^WWte/^^Affii^. 

:rir.> ..f ^ -t... / i4^jWft^e^«r^erefQi;,mwy ^^e^ f(fw-'mt fioirf'/^ " - 

'' AMbirought'baJktlieVaiidi^g'^^ .^i"- 

, , - ^Jwad boVeteign^bxs6' hdt foot^^ 
- ' ^ ' -' Wheh^falrdff'fiom'Q^^WdM^iflttij^^i^^^ 
-.. > : • ..sra ,. .rBu«^08ett£lf«<s|tbdvand)^li«dHi^^ />'• 

om>i II >^> rj'-i . >r{r]iie:flpiiUi£[b>bnMiglitli3]Btiidii»3bnj' ^ 

• ''•'''< ''•^JHft!^i^t>iiew^at'^fir«fe^fc«Ag«rialid(* "^n ov,y • 

'^' '' •' " '^'"^ lAiid'^ant«^F<thdb*life«giixlAg ^tee^B^rr fMir: -ojl h>" 

< ' '' ? Al4rta#lii^.oC thifi,,Bh^ ipng'd^J^.iih^^^^ 

In the ocean of love for to swim. 



T, . t*^ 



Ot 



6.8*. \ m Amm^ww ^^WP- 

He opened her eyes the Saviour to .prize,. 
Who washed her ssid mad^ h)dr' au fait ; ' 
' ' * ^ Broi^kt i^i by Bis Ict^ood, i9he^ qommun'd, with God, 

,'""/' '•• *'*T*raa AU' of His grace, in th^ f ttmaee to place, 

' ' '' ^A!nd'*#ftett He TO# th^e'^H^ 

"'•'•\,'! He^oofc'her wlth'-BBtt'tO'^bid©;' '»• •• ' - -i 

\Vith Jfefttis shot in, ^ewiiotTo^'ttorjiitt' - ' ■' • i 
Can enter^«tti6Mt'to aniKQr); > v i: • 
' .f' ;vl :/. 'Hdk^)A)Wrare<Aomiil»te, .,sh%<wi*» »t Hi# l^et^ . , , , 
i * "1, 1.. Hwicwwpu. withaUi;s^*V2j^^n4joy^ 

('Tli^r^'ttomcn«tatdsih^r.<idtkJeniiat>hf»^ . :•- 

' - She Buigaidf His woiideBini8.g]ta0fi V .. . 
'With thffiwnemed thrcmg, she joittB;ili the Boqg;^ 
' HiftioVi^and His'bldodfibr.toipmise. 

Wlien we cbhie to die, deak^ Jesus^ be oigh, 

And bid all our mourning to cease; ' ' 
Wh^ ^voisifi^ ^tibef flbpd, iipply^^thy own blood, 
: 'ThM like hfiv'we t^ojae^ hftVB peace. 

BristoL ^ .-(.,... ., : ,,.... ... '; J. BURBBLL. 
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Edwwrds. 

l^ikeWd'^^tir^'l^ti'm^^^^^^ lind' Ai&ffism; heresies re- 

spe^^^tt^ naliikre of '€ted^r^ tt3i!n]^'e3cpwed • Btttia this papier tJho 
emjtes^td lie confeTetaaiifect aJ^e <Jf fe tower otdw, hamg 'to d<^ chieflywitb 
mai! ^'^^alifellifti 'fitnd'iait© Aritttt d^^^ God/'bot the 

Pelag&ir^^^yiilj^ hotii6ifi*t^ =&tti^ 'by* d9B^t«udi£iiB;< on hi» behalf .fin* a powiei^ 
that sin has utterly deitoroyed. ' This^great-eeroif stijkes at the very root 
of Gospel grace, by' iiliriilai^j$''>feQ: nwni oq tftbSit^/ which, practically, 
wndecj^m. i^^o^jwl^t,^^ Gp^^ a^iatwxce, . If Wta is .already free, 
he stands in no need of a deliverer, and if not ^^ dead in trespasses and 
sins," which free-will aJH^a^ ^fc|JrHes],\tIi^'l(A'1*qiurfe3 no one to come 
as "the way, the ](;p^|h4,an(j[ the 11^^'* ' 4;S'^elajp^ asserts all this 

and more, every iipe >irlici Ipves the furetniib df .(^od, should study to 
understand ij^^iclii^^r,.in,ordej:^ to oppose^ jits spread.- 

Pelagiiis, tiie |9^p.<}e(r of*tKiasect,,wi^ a. nfitiv^of Wales, and it is 
credibly stat^uthd1>(hii}ieih}.iiaina w<i^9 ^Bdboigan*: .{feifas a man of con- 
siderable learning, an(t«i)r M^ asltnDwn^'Qf Blamekss' life. The venerable 
Bede says of ]iBn,it]ia^int^thi^treigb''Cif^ Airciidiiis, about the year 400, he 
'^ spread far and n^ettri^^ ixifec^ioh'of his pdrfiddous^doctrine against the 
assistance of di^r&«^^r^i'^ ' It il.]pp«^ t^At h« i^tt^ at Home in a.d. 
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405, and there, in conjunction with one G^<edtiu8, "who, probably, was 
an Irishman, propagated the errors that hare given him notoriety, for 
above fourteen hundred years. They went from Borne to Africa, among 
whose credulous people they disseminated their rationalism with con- 
siderable apparent success. Pelagius then proceeded to Palestine leaviog 
Gaelestius at Carthage, seeking church preferment in that city. But his 
pernicious doctrines were now too well known, and being condemned in 
a council in a.d. 412, he soon Ibllowed his friend as a religious adven- 
turer, taking care, however, to spread his pcnson wherever he went. It 
was at this period that t^e celebrated Augustine appeared as the champion 
of the doctrines of free grace, and though ' he could not extirpate the 
errors of Pelagius, he did mudi to hold them in check. These errors 
were condenmed by various councils called together for the purpose of 
examining their nature ; but at a general synod that met at !Bphesus, 
A.D. 431, they received a blow from which they never fillly recovered. 

The precise tenets of Pelagius, it is difficult to discover, but the 
following, as given from Walch in the FaUh» of ike World, are among 
the chief. 

That men come into the world, in the same state as to power and 
ability, that Adam did, — ^that the sin of Adam hurt himself only,— that 
human nature is not changed by the fall, — that Adam would have died eren 
if he had not sinned,--that Adam's sin is not impiited to his posterity,- 
that human nature is not depraved in consequence of Adam's sin,— that 
man is free to sin or •not, as he< pleases^ — that salvation depends on the 
right use of our* own powers, — ^that perfect obedience to the law is possible 
by men, — that grace changes only the understanding and not the wiU,~4iDd 
that salvation consists in leaving off sinning and embracing the dootnnes of 
Christ, and this, with much more, man can do if he wiU. 

It is evident that doctrines such as these mu^t have, originated 
with man alone. They are of " the earth, earthy,*^ and flatly contradict 
such a heavenly truth as this : " Of His own will begat He tis with ^ word 
of truth, that we should he a kind of firstfruits of his creatwres. H^e, 
^e whole work is of God ; but with the proud Pelagius the whole work 
is of man. Among all the heresies that ever cursed the professing 
church of God, none have been more fiital, because none more spedous, 
than those of Pelagius. 

To support this mass of confusion, holy Scripture was rendered as 
obscure as possible. Hence Pelagius attached no fewer than six inter- 
pretations to the word " grace." With him it was, our whole nature, 
the love of God, pardon, the example of Christ, a change in the under- 
standing, and even baptism and everlasting happiness. It was jbH thes^ 
but never an act of electijpig love, ^^ According as €k)d hath chosen us in 
Christ before the foundation of the world, * Eph. i. 4. The narrow 
system found no room for that grand truth, but ifc was everywhere 
creature activity set in inotion by an almighty freewill. Omnipotent 
man did the work, and the great G-od only looked on and appi^ved. 

Closely ezamined Pelagi^nism xesolvea Itself injto these Leading 
particulars. 

Ist. A denial of the total depraviiy of maa. 2nd: A belief in the ah- 
solute freedom of the hmaan wm. 3rd. A dependence on works as the 
ground of salvation. .And 4th. A practical rejection of divine grace as un- 
necessary. 



Jjr VQuld.hea wnsto.of valu3.bl6 timfi to attempt a oonfatatioiLof 
statamezita po utterly at yairiaiio^ witli.the Word of, God, m these eanti- 
ments eyidently are ; we aball therefore caatent oiuraslyes with a few 
general remoarka upon .the system as a wholes 

AU Scrip^re, obsenrfubioiiy^aud expemence, imiteto prove that mcia's 
depravity is total and uoiyarsal. It is everywhere^ ajad everywhere at 
all times* We cannot escape it in city, town, or counitzy, at home or 
abroad; sfixd ap propoaitioa is more demonstrable, thaa this, that 
wherever humanity exists it is depraved humanity. Equally evident 
too is the doctrine of imputation, both that of the sin of Adam, and 
the righteousness of the Lord Jesus Christ. On. what other ground do 
in&nts suffer? I)i. their sin pennmal, or by imputation? Eomans y. 14. 
And by what poisaibility can sinful man ever become righteous but by 
imputation 1* Komans v. 19 ; 2 Cor. v. 21. To deny the doctrine of 
imputation is to deny the evidence of. our own senses, and the clearest 
testimony of the word of Qod. 

Besides this, it is plain, in. the light of mere philosophy, that if 
there be depravity at all, it can be no other than total depravity. A 
partial depravity is an absurdity, since man must be either saint or sin- 
ner, holy or corrupt. The unity and simplicity of his moral nature 
reject the idea of anything partial in his spiritual being. He is in 
hunself a totality, and can never be divided into separate parts; 
whatever, therefore,, aSects his spiritual character afiects him wholiy 
and. throu^^t* . Hence htuman depravity becomes, from inevitable 
law, total and- complete; and the evidmice of Holy Scripture but 
confinns this inevitable law by declaring that *' there is none righteous, 

no^notcme.'^t 

As a direct consequence of this, free-will, as taught by Pelagius 

and all Arminians, is an impossibility, and a. contradiction. An impos- 
sibility, because if the depravity be total it must of necessity include the 
wHl as an element in the general corruption. And it is a contradiction 
by assuming that though the man be evU, yet hi^^ will is good. Accord- 
ing to this snallow system the man may go one way, but the will another ; 
the one tending towards sin, but the other aspiring after holines& And 
this obvious absurdity, moreover, ie contended for as necessary to human 
responsibility, as though responsibility had to do with the will alone and 
not with the whoienum» BesponsibiRty belongs to man, of whom the will 
is but apart ; and the sinfulness of man, including that of the will, can by 
no possibility release him from moral obligation. Whether upright or 
fallen, whether saint or sinner, man is evermore amenable to his Maker ; 

* This weighty point is fully argued in the tract entitled ^'Imputed 
lUghteousness,'* to which the reader is referred. 

t The above reasoning is perfectly consistent with the doctrine of that 
wonderful chapter, the seventh of the Romans. There the apostle describes 
the two natures that exist in believers, and not one alone. The one is totally 
evil, and the otiieris totally good, (18th verse); the one the law of sin, but 
the other the law of hd&tess. And while there is a perpetual warfare be- 
tween these opposite natures, so much so that at times the better nature 
will be " brought into c apti vity to the law of sin ;" yet will it remain un- 
changeably true that, " Whosoever is bom of God doth not conamit sin." 
The old nature in the believer is the sinner ; but the new nature in himself 
ia the saint. 
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and the fact of his depravity, which never was and never can be the work 
of God, leaves wholly untouched his moral accountability. That man is 
a free agent, so far as one totally depraved ca^. ever be cpnsidftKMi free^if 
beyond dispute; iuttl^i fre^agencyfor <1ft^^eMl],KwMUft0i)brdk'il 
may be cidled, in depraved man, is bit a "free-will for evil "and never 
for good by any known possibility. - it^is a firebrand in the univerBe, 
^nd but for the restraints put upon it bj^^si^h;^ pfsn^r-CBOd t&My^k 
would set on fire the wholei course of nature, i:t^t^.it..^^,4^I^T 94 ^^ 
fire of helL'' Henee the vety first operation of soveieieni gpfioe tpw^ 
the saved is to ''mak)a them willing in the ^^ of 1^ po.^^'^aod 
the necessity for this special interpodtio^ in thjig^ti w^Mfeo^^siivAlioiy 
underlies the solemn assurance, of the SedceilierhiiinBelfpij^V'^^^ 
man can come to me exoqpt Ibe Fatbft* wUdf h^tlt' i^"^. ^m 

Hcince it follows as an unquestionable tmU^j.Uu^gal?^^ 
never be of works, as Belagius dajdn^ly aMsectedy put must'^be |oif|)tr0^ 
free-gmoei Consequently, Pehigisn&m is ft dttnga:t>tiiy^di(^&^;'flftid a 
treacherous snare. Indulging in contrkdictiotis, opposSDj^hd^y'Scnptnre 
in the spirit of a proud self- sufficiency^ ^.nd discardii^ .th^ "sS^iJt that 
<' free-grace " which gives the believer all hia hope and •'^le ^Vei^l^ened 
God all his glory^ Pelagianism stands before* the' wotM Ius4)ki0'^ Ibe 
Tmdean spirits like frogs that come out of 'the' mouth o^ %J^ ^^^h ^ 
out of the mouth of the beast, and out of, the. mo\itkh of .tiie jSI^ ^ 
phet.^' Seductive in its look, and s|)eefib, ^oid pQWier,:4ibidb(fKti|dioQf to 
feed the flattery in which prood many though fistm; ^S^rttt't^ lbt«s to 
indulge ; it resembles that ththgerous character in the'bo6k'!^j^^|i}bs yii, 
26, 27, against whom this fearful warning is ^ven, thajt. *i^«b(^iath 
cast down many wounded, yea, many strong men havie bcten^slaaA by her. 
Her house is the> way to heU, going down to^the-<^a)s&b(Si^«fJ^ dtfti^." 

(No 4, on Semi-Pelagiardm.j vnll ie> given in our-n^ad,) 
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TflOUGH I MAY CHANGE,. GOD IS THB SAMD^ 



tjij 



[aiYSN us BT A. PBIBjrp]. 
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LoKD, when d^eet^d I appear, 
And love is half absorbed in fear ; 
E'en then I know I'm not foigot^ 
Thon'it preMnt though I see th^e not. 
Thy boundless mercy's still the same, 
Though I am cold nor feel the flame. 
Though dull and hard my sluggiah seiiee» 
Faith still mnintaiiis her evidence. 

would thy cheering beams so shine 
That I. might always feel thee mine; 
Yet though a eloud nay .soisetimes riaa. 
And dim the brigfatMM of th^- ekietf. 
By faith thy gwdness I will bless, ' 

1 shall be safe though comfortless ; 
Still, still my gvateful heart shall molft^ 



At what ii brJghW%^:l-Jfe^ ":* ' . 
wayward heacti thine u| t|;^b}iusel 
Thoughl tiay lohange, Ckdiisdis lanw; 
Not' feeb!e# faith, 1^^ WAkii^)j^ii^l ■ 
My state and sentence shall de^P^t. 
Sox nerves and feelings^^l^U/d^sMA; 
By aaivir signs I shall/ber ttied*' ' ' 
Is the fixed tenor of my Unidf ^ 
To thirst and rigl^t^qifi^esa i^^fidt 

For sin is ^y cooJl('i^&i4<iB^j?^:'i - 
F^paBtaffeneesdoi wfep9V^('^ ' 
Do I submit dyAi^Wxirt^iitf' ^^,' 
To Him who glides «ji'g«}|ifl#.^as^ 
This shaU i^y peaqefi^ brmo prinw 
That God, npt iovisgis,' hitUt i^re. 
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'' TdTttrfSbitosopTHB Vmskl.' 

Dear 6ibJ— Al the ipeetjng of the Kor- 
fb!k Assoiikti'oy of iBaptist Churches, re- 
OifttJykeU in' Nb^1i^c&, ftn'^dress w^ 
49)iv«red jten the eecnattrj of the AdsoeU- 
% PR ".^ ^«^ of • Konq^fai3(&i«Mi^ iin 
relation to the present times.'* 

Being in Norwich that day, I vent to 
htiv thj^'MtdMii, wMeh Jt^ the ^ole 
W^ftM ^e.: 3n* olie<paittfif'thk. ad-: 
dxesi^ ^u«fln wWiVenr pw^edjr mad^ to 
Ae'devotejUi^Bs of the earlv Baptistfl \f> 
tiid AiQdaole&tal tmhs of the gospel of 
tJto feraw ef God ; ttoir rejection of doA- 
t%il €to»on^ ;tlie>iiiHnldmff of infftnte, and 
ereKything^Ajae liayis^ IV A^dnei^^ ten^ 
oencj. TThe B^ti^t hoethr^ present 
wer6 tirgefl td copy the example of, their 
fo**fti^iSp§J at^"dofl«ty adhere ti our 
^Mtiaetorfrptkidnte, OnlieaHftt tkew 
z«Bui^]» ;^ ^ talented speAker, I mq^t, 
now unpprf Mit.it \^ that ve should pxa?- 
tiseWJiaftf'e'gietush. 6ur forefathers did!— 
the;f oidndtpre^h one thing and practise 
ai)Qliker>4HUt&eii^^tid tiiejr |^v« •eotuitito* 
ancs tf>tt^,pp;^K;|i^te^.,^e7t5deoomia«r •. 
ations any further than they followed 
Christ an^^.lin&.wtttfd. v.Tlni»'^oeirkiee 
and their ordinances were both in accord- 
ance with the teaching of the New^^festo^^' 
ment. 

They^ held^Ee iitltfc itekfyi ^At they S 
held it in love ; and were never, ashamed 
to avow their distinctive principles, bxJth 
in the preaching of the word, and the ad- 
sunistratio9 pffl^e ordjnaAPes* Ceo it b^ 
said now that tner6 is a uniform' cbn- 
sistOToyitftiie^ctenetttlnafitJtt? - ^' '* 

.Ateibete^.nM'^Qry many depaJetoffaa 
&om the :trpth in. ministerie^ tieaching^ ? 

Th6 minfBJtry * of the sturdy Noacon» 
formistii'of plisi fenerations, even from 
the apoikie^'' davk, itefe strictit Oitlvfttistfc,' 
or in other MtMOB they dfl^i^tadin pnaach* 
ing the doc^mM pf, aovweigi^ W^ .#nd 
free ^Ivation,^ ttie gift o^^ God of .infinite 
love, impii^iM, Aoi'teicordtng to our w6tks, 
hut accordiiigi]fe» )kie nifiD«M^ mei^. ' " 

Onr forefitthenr |)n9aohed 'IdTtee ;the 
manner of the }fwafi»Bf ;(^at'" Gboi is our 
salvation" in the gift o"f Christ! in the 
work of tte'Sjfctoa/fl^lr^tto last, in the 
applicartioft oKkia^^ii^ord, puoVidences, and 
g^ioua dlpaUi^ wi<Ji his ^people in all 
things. The doctrines of man's holiness, 



fireeWUf , power to save HilnselfJ preached 
now in many 'BaplistpulpiM, ttiey baldly 
and fearlessljr denied. Th!sy gt/ve no 
oouptenance to them and neither did th^ 
brd Godspeed to those who held them. 
They were consistent Baptists — is it so 
now? • . J 

Are not nany of omr ehapels^ bailt> by 
those who held and suffered for the truth' 
occupied by Arminian and freewill 
preachen? Tes, chapels, the deeds of 
Which strictly* sp«city that tfie Minister 
mapt preach the dootanes of Gh>d'ft gnect 
alone — ^is this comsisteat? No. Whei^ 
ever the pulpit of a Calvinistic Baptist 
'Chapel is occupied by a Freewill, Armin- 
ism, 0eBn4Jaitefian minister, it iki a mis- 
aiqprepiBtiaa e*6 property, and bhe' 
churches will do weu to take this mait^r 
into consideration, lest God for their in- 
differenpe and dishonesty remove the\r 
candlestick out of its place. 

Iteie becoming qutetfae faihieu now, 
fop many of the Churehes to invite Wes- 
leyan local preachers and others to oocupj 
their pulpits. Let the churches see to it 
'tlitit these men are not only converts to 
ftdedt belibver's bi^^m bjr imm^ifsicAi, but 
also converts to the truth as it is in Jesus. 
Ijidft them see to it that these men are 
believers in God's et.emal electing love, 
pfovtdtns fiftt^ation in Christ for all who 
a?e by the Holy Spirit brought to believe 
'in fiam; a^ thitt ne wHl preserve them 
unto eternal life. 

Lef them see to it, that those selected, 
4MA .thoroughly tested by the most pointed 
questions put to tljem when pubUdy re- 
cognized, and 1^ our eilder orethren be 
carefal, thttt'they** lay hands suddenly oii 
. no mau." . " • ' 

Itiebeooraiiig^notorions thatipiny of 

our p.ulpits are ^pg^Qg with. ^ Arminian 

- sentimedta, and some of the ministers 

: openly declare their hostility to the 

doetinieB^ God's eot^ttfeign, eternal, eleet* 

. ing graoe. Aigain. Thft^pliats ^f Um 

, olden t^me a^^ed consisUintlf . i^ gjirvi^ag 

no sanction to infant sprinkling. Jla this 

respect they adhered closely to the word of 

God; 'i Do tlie adveeates of open com^ 

munion.-Am^oitget va^aot ponsistenstly on. 

thispoiot? In, the, admission of ^do» 

' Baptists to the table of the Lord m our 

churches 'id there not a recognition of 

theij^ pitnciples with regard to bepiiam ? 

I cannot understand how the two things 
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can be recognized ; one or the other must 
be wrong. Moreover, is not such a 
practice injurious to our children ? Can 
Mptiflt parents blame their children 
when they go and sit under pcedo-Baptist 
Arminian ministers ? While thej them- 
fielves have been teaching a recognition 
of the Popish doetriae of infant sprink- 
ling, need they be suiprised should their 
diildren go all the way to Borne ? They 
may be surprised if they do not, unless 
God by His saving love prevent. I would 
not advocate bigotry-— I would not have 
the Baptists manifest anything like 
narrowmmdedness — ^but I would have 
them, while they hold the truth in love, 
make a bold stand against everything 
eontraiy to truth. 

Infant sprinkling is not to be fotmd in 
the New Testament. The New Testa- 
ment was not written for infants at all, 
imconscious infants do not need it, — 
follow the Master, brethren, — ^follow no 
man further than he follows the Master. 
The open comnuinion Baptists are ineoo- 
sistent. By advoeating open oommunion 
with the unbaptized, or the merely 
flpiinkled, they recognized that which is 
the very key-stone of Popery. 

Letministors cease to be like milestones 
in this respect, pointing the way, not 
walking therein. The Jangaage of the 
New Testftmest is, "Believe and be 
baptized," "Faith" first; <* Believers with 
Clurist in baptism/* second. 

There is not a word which sanctions 
the approach to the Lord's table of any 
except such as are called by grace to the 
faith of Christ, and have put Him on by 
baptism. 

Yours in Jeaus, 

Lowestoft, Suffolk. Hinbt KmnuB, 



TO THE CHURCH AND GONGKEGA- 
GATION WOBSIllPPING IN THE- 
BAPTIST CHAPEL, CASTLEREAGH 
STREET, SYDNEY, AND TO ALL 
THE FRIENDS OP CHRIST AND 
TRUTH, SCATTERED THROUGH- 
OUT THE COLONIES OF AUSTRA- 
LASIA.. 

I AM truly thankful, that I have now 
collected £800, and have no doubt, but 
^at I shall obtain the beSance that I now 
leqtdrs by the beginning of October. 

For what his goodness undertakes, 
Eternal mercy ne*er forsakes. 

On iha 20th of October I hope to leave 
England for Sydney, the Lord having ac> 
oomplished that that my heart was set 
upon, vis., the freedom of the Lord's house 
from debt, and the deliverance of the 
people of my chszge from the money inilu- 
enoe that hse for a long while been upoa 



them, and which has hindered me in my 
work. When I return again to your midst,! 
must have your hearty co-operation, iYai 
we may gather the scattered ones, and 
build up the choroh of Ohrtst, mymoftto 
shall still be ^ Whatsoever thy hand'findeth 
to do, do it with aQ thy might," that yon 
may know that the Lord is with me, and 
many doon have been, and tan opened far 
me, to speak of the gloriotus honour of the 
Lord's majesty, aod of his wondroos 
works. 

Lord's-day, 10th,— I was favoured onod 
moro by my good and ever gracious Haeter 
to preach in Trinitj chapel, Bradford, which 
is a specimen of beautiful arcMtectan^ 
having cost £7,000. The Lord was of a 
truth in the midst of his people ; some very 
I^eadng instances I meet with of the Lord 
blessing the werd ; the <Leasons and otken 
assured me that my vilsit will never be 
forgotten ; there was one person who had 
been in a low state of soul, and could not so 
much as lift up herself; the Lord did 
through the ministry of the Gospel, speak 
deliverance unto his handmaiden, " Woman, 
thou art loosed fet)m thine infirmities." 
Poor deer sob], she did rejoiee, and blestme 
in the name of Ihe Lord. 

Monday, 20th.— I went to Lockwood, and 
lectured in the Baptist chapel, where bro- 
ther Crowther has for many yeacs preached 
the Gospel of Christ unto the people. 1 
was well received both by pastor, deacons, 
and people, spoke to them for two hours; 
the collection was £1^ 5s. did. Very 
thankiul I am. that I have tnus been 
favoured to make the aoquaintanoe of my 
good brother Crowther, and his warn- 
hearted deacon, brother WiSson, at whose 
house I lodged that night, or rather taUEed, 
for we did not go to bed nnibSl morning. 

Wednesday, ^nd. — I once more returned 
to Bradford, saw brother Bloomfield, who 
was glad to see me, and gave me lOa 6d., 
for our cause. He showed me over his 
chapel, which will seat aboiTt 1,200 persons^ 
and was altogether very kind to me. In 
the evening, I lectured for the second time 
in brother Anderson's larg^e sohool-TDom, 
oonneoted with Trinity chapel, and then 
took my leave of those very kind friends 
who were not only kind to me in word but 
in deed. The amount received in connee- 
tion with brether Anderson's friends was, 
S2S lis., total for Bradford, £29 la 6d 

Thursday, 23rd.— I left Bradford by the 
half •past six o'clock train, airived in Sutton, 
isle of Ely, by two o'clock^ was received by 
the pastor brother Edwards, andhis very Idiul 
and loving friends with true Ohnstian -wdr 
oome to a very much needed dinner. Then 
preached at three o'docl^ and seveno'chick 
in the evening ; there would have been a 
large gathering, but foi- the hsjrvast oaac 
mencing earher than usuaL 

On Friday, 24th, I lectured, was qnite 
at home while speaking of his leva in times 
past, of his wondrous faithfulnesi^ and the 
unchangii« God. The ccdlectioBS) A ^^ 
morethaalaxpected considering that the 
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day before ibecoUeoiioii was lor thek own 
chapel ivaad, and T«ry many «ottld no4 
attend who would havo dcme ao .but ioc tho 
harvest. My yiaii to SuttenbM-oieaioda 
union of bouI that will oatUve all tlM 
cfaaoging acanas ot time «ad death at laaL 
Satvrdi^, 26th*--I arrived at Warboys 
tired and (weaiy, at the hoaae ot my yeiy 
kind friendfl, brother and aister Child. I 
found rast, and laJi truly thHddful that I 
was once more with thoae very hoepitable 
people. But I was indeed cast down in 
soul when I heard what I did. Brother 
Wail, paator of the ohnuoh at Graveseodt 
whom I have known and loyed for more 
than eighteen years, last Lord'a-day, 
19th, he preaoheid in the Baptiat chi^l, 
Warfaoya, was quite aa weU aa usual and ap- 
peared to be very much at home whUe 
preaching morain^ and aftenK)on tram 
Psahn cxvi. 7, " Betucn nnio thy rest, O my 
soul, for the Lord hath dealt bountifaUy 
with thee." And in the evening from 
Phil L 6^ '^ Being confident of tJiia very 
thing, that he whioh hath begun a good 
work in you will perform it unial the day 
of Jesus Christ*" Three iimw while 
preaching m<»ni]ig, aftecnoonand «veningp, 
he recited the following lines: 

" Shall we meet beyond the river. 
Where the surges cease to roll? 

Where in all the bright for ever, 
Sorrow ne'er shall press the souL 

Shall we meet ? shall we meet ? 
Shall we meet beyond the river. 
Where the suites cease to roll ? 

Several tinoee to friandB, during hia brief 
stay at Warboys, he recited the linea, and 
once while doing ao, he placed hia hand on 
the arm of Brother Child, and said looking 
him full in the fane, and with a aweet amile^ 
" Shall we meet beyond the river ?" 

Just aa h4> wa^ leaving on Monday morn- 
ing, Mrs. Child asked him to write aome- 
Ug in her album, when he wrote the 
same lines, "Shall we meet beyond the 
river," &a, and added, "God even our God 
grant for his name'a sake, Amen«*' 

July 20th, ia68. THOMAS WAiiL. 

Just before I arrived in Warboya brother 
Chihi reoeived a letter firom my old and 
loved friend, brother Newell, the following 
is a copy, 

Sutton at Hone, 
July 2ard, 186& 

Dear Brother, — I know not if you 
have heard from Gravesend, but thought it 
likely that yon have not in consequence of 
the consternation occasioned by the solemn 
event, viz., the death of brother Wall, 
which took Tuesday morning, at 7 o'clock. 
He arrived home safe from Warboys, was 
ttuusually well and cheerful on Monday 
evening ; went to bed, but on waking in the 
morning, immediately was seized with his 
pons which soon took a new direction from 
chest to back ; when he said to his wife, « If 
that continues, I cannot live," but soon felt 
relief ; his wile left to go into the adjoining 
room to get him something, returned in 



time to aae him bareatb^ his-laat. He was 
going to buckle on hia hameaa to go forth 
to tha work he loved, when an invincible 
voice called " Lay thy harness aaide, thou 
needest it no longer, come home to thy 
reward." Happy chimge for him, but wiiat 
aohaonithaamuade! He waenotaloitoreTf 
but a labourer, and hia worth wiU be known 
by faia loas. Only six waaks Uist Monday 
I maniad him, and to morrow, Friday, I am 
to bury him, and on Lord's-day, 26th, I am 
to improve his death unto a weeping widow, 
andasorrowing church which will doubtless 
be a " Bochim/' Between my departed bro- 
ther and myself for more than twenty years, 
th^re has been a reciprocity of feelmg and 
good will, which I heartily wish existed 
among all good men. What a change for 
hdm praaclung to you laat Lord's-day, and 
in two daya after in heaven. My dear 
brother, wmit wouldhave been your feefiags 
if you had known of this laat Lord'a*day, 
that you were hearing his last sermon. 
Will you favour me with his last text by 
return of post, as I should like to know 
what it was. We must take that key to 
all mysteries, " Even ao Fatftier, becauae it 
ae^iMd gockl in thy sight," but how hard to 
aay, " Thy will be-done.*' My Ohristianlove 
to you and your dear spouse, pleaae giv» 
my love to idl fxienda, youra fiatoinally, 

J. Nbvbll. 

" As for God his way is periect," but 
we need faith of God the Almighty Spirit's 
inspiring always to believe that the ways 
of God are right, in suffering double-minded 
men who are unstable in all their ways to 
prosper and increase in our churches, 
while men qualified of .God to feed the 
people with Gospel truth in all faithfulness, 
are taken away at a time when the churches 
of Christ never required them more than 
now, and but few are raised up in their 
places to preach the Gospel with the Holy 
Ghost sent down from heaven. 

** Bend help, Lord, we pray, 
And thine own Gospel bless, 
For godly men decay 
And faithful pastors cease. 
The righteous are removed home, 
O send more labourers in their room." 

LordVday, 26th.— I preached morning 
and evening and attended to the Lord's 
Supper in the afternoon ; there was a good 
attendance. On Monday, 27th, I lectured 
in the chapel, but in consequence of the 
harvest, the attendance was but small ; a 
second collection was given to me, which 
amounted to £7 10s. In Warboys there 
appears to be a large and important field 
for a faithful Gospel labouren and indeed 
there are many other such fields, but no 
labourers in many places, in this land of 
churches. The enemy is sowing tares, and 
evil men are waxing worse and 'worse, and 
some of whom we hoped better things, hava 
not only gone onto the "broad gauge," but 
have gone off the line altogether, and others 
are going. One, a Particular and Strict 
Baptist ttinistor, who received me on my 



298 



7mj^.BAnTMmsr?jm8aBi4^ 



Bept 1, 1868. 



resolutloDi nt » public 9i9^tin9)[)wilh hi|^ 
sounding vaeoki ol .woleomoy ha* .voeigiM 
bis paftorate of t)io 3apti«ic)^]|Doh,•Jc«Ai^^ 
too, Audhm 9oc4pt0drt;h6 pfwt0i»t»'«if aa 
Indepenildnt chnrd^ On <toe-<K>MMr ot. ibi». 
Ba&xh^n yx8aBi4, lor July., '^ho ^oUowtnji^ 
refers to jtlie dQuble«miAd«4 tnM,r*^ Who*Uk 
unstable la alilufi^wi^TBi" ,i .". ^ * •«•; 

^^apratiye so, ^wfiiMftboor^w yr» smstnot 
insert it; stay untU t^eLOf»ifee-d«eyis)to 
comes up, witb theibj^ok; .gQH)». i#d.!)i7)aW 
^nds^.iUe baby in t1|^^ a^«(ii^ iin4fi>r}»lijyvae 
over, then the climax will be ne^mt bao^. 
the. Ohnnqh ol , rj^gland^ sue^^ ^ Ibfm'^e 
Church ol RomO) >^qnd after. t&9<t thdj^ndgrv 

meUt.'* ; ■' . . . . ,"• '.«: 

August lst.<T^X arrived in Xeiidesien {• th^ 
" watchman on the ^8%'^ brptibep 0«Mdt 
was waiting at the station for th^^spv 
rival ol the train, aoditook-mid to hisrhous4r 
I was moat waj^y receired-by'mT.goQd 
Drother* Mid bis laithlul.wife.aod feiti^ini)^ 
thankful unto the Lord who has ap.meoci- 
fully kept me by his . mighty. pow«i^ 
Twenty-three years have passed ftwugr 
since X preadhed in LeioesteVi' during 
ihoseyears brother Gatrxard has b^en a laitht 
lul watchman in that- par^ p| th^.oity.of 
Zlon, lor mora thai^ twenty y<Qa«B, . • ^ 

Lord's-day, Snd.~-^J preached in Proyi^ 
dence chapel, Newark street, Leicester^ 
morning and afternoon, brother Garrard in 
the evening; the cQngi:«gations were-good, 
and the Word of God hcid free course.. It 
being the anniversary of ibe diiureh, tha 
collections were in aid of their chapel 
debt. r 

On Monday drd* — Mr. J)^ ChaUis moii^ 
kindly drove brother Garrard "wile and self 
to Bruntingthorpe* It being theannive^^ 
saiy of Providence Baptist chapel, Mr* 
Garrard was to have preach^ but arranged 
for me to do so, which I did in the afternoon, 
afterwards we assembled in ^ bam for tea 
in true primitive still. In the evening 
brother Defraine, ol Lutterworth, preached 
a good Gospel sermon ; altogether, I spent • 
verv comfortable day. 

Tuesday, 4th.— It was ananged for meto 
lecture in Iwother Garrard's chapf^Ii whioh 
was quite full ; the bishop took the ohtUr, 
and b^ged well on behalf ol my mi&si^< 

Weaaesday, 5th,— I was invited to preach 
in Mr. Preston's rooia, was favoured wil^ 
my Master's presence^ while speaking lu^io 
the people ol " The glorious honour ol IfM 
majesty and ol his wondrous wvM'ks." I 
am greatly encouraged to.kpow that my 
visit to Leicester the Lord has lAest ^ 
many. The amount. I have r^peived is 
is ^13 ^7s., which is very. good oonsidefi^g 
that the collection £14 on Lord's-day, wfUB 
for their own cause. Several Iriends have 
most kindly engaged. the Temperance Hal), 
Leicester, lor mie to lecture Sept. BOth, and 
will pay all eg^pepses ol bills and hall,, and 
give me the proceeds of collection after 
lecture, and likewise to preach in Mr, Gar- 
rard^s chapel on the 29th. 

In Leicester there is a new Baptist chapel 



iiaseted^ md^mmf^ suA «m>Uo^ to be seen 
in some of the towds^BOiilioliiesroflingUiid. 
¥jOu<^wo1i]drliofr &no«iih»c?bnB^itt^eice8ter, 
from a JtDipailiiGilifaD]ifcqi;^pAiwlt .hts s 
Ytfvfiiigfei|tcepte, <au diffn«iit!piii1is;of the 
building, there are not:'il(psB'clhfln' fifty 
tararaij* Hibntattk "'td^ftl^ haiL'^ M the 
door on each side there areriiitHigsii 4lf two 

89e,hQif<b(fi^4^i«<^ei»bilte0li; that ^itux 
our temple door, .'>,«•/ cjfx'oivu j ■".' i' ' 

^mfi ,VEkiiSimlkr0^4n AcwidAiUMki tome- 
thing to pleas^'JcOfi tOMllfti^l -nn ' f 

£«99k sli9aighirabMd4a4i»ti»i«^«m -iikcnb- 

^^.i90l<^«H rwli^ aroftlnom.itoi^ free, 

VWUS^5K«W<Sy* deUghtiifl-mMl r. 

j&u^tYmdsnM«Qd«^9i '^ to mm^ twido not 

Xwx ^SMM Hpre w«»ld |A0i«H.l«st minds 
o.ibe«i^?ai«i[ed.tOO{ttt9ch^M((o •ii'^v; 
Piiruse»li6i.rai:»>41i&eid^fTby'4h»8^' our 
'omemonea^90.-M«?i<ij> H .;-6 ?J^ • 
$ek .thii^ ti^ei l^pidi» ^m nu^posA^aftji we 

v^yT0U]4r.thlilk 6Q)tOO»/ kJMrr..inf; *.J 

We'vQ •- lift r^dii^t .^som^idadri^ t«»© for 
I «n9»«i»a<)Yrfer4)iot«rbft{ c«/ voacin • " 
3at la QiifffihiraiMotrrQoad ow^fMCik, they 

^bnst :^iW-«awiitu>. nfitMfqittinaQ^ ^ 
t fK)axiething'do4ljfP(««a49.Bf^q '^< 
•7?hat,<\rQS9esiand^l^wrea{ibo«, ttoi^ of 
^ hin^ thatk poadaD^ v . > • i -.•< ; - < '• <'t ''>< 
Woj sit and* gaz^ upoi^rtti^BfehW! with 
: , ^len^Q admian,tio«, <) >•[... ^ [u.,\ ■ 
Till our devotio99 9^S^ SO JslMH^ almost lilie 

4L.i least welaelit ^up 4bUftht« iwidi ^]m^ 
,,.quiito dele^t^ble,^ -,77 I 7; ... 
And. othfm too,v.tb«..HiQjpfe poUtaj, yea, the 
.- ' mos^re^0ctablei« -jitnnj »■ iit. 
l^i rup. y^tiMTi head% 1 Hfifc iQ^ y^f^uK'hflturts, y« 
, .wealthy pi9op(j9 wmft^., >•'.! /n - 
Ooine inapd tatkocjiour savidvatpMs* >°^ 
., obant away all giooiiw •>. mk % 
Hearl hear the organ'ck'SoleiiHViWttpd the 

, ch^ntinftand inUnninet.'- .1?. ^ • 
you'll . jthmk ypueasltoa? o» haJy}|3!ow»<J, 11 
t. h^re you h«ar4K> g^imainUSf '^^ 
B^Cfqponsecryoui ntwi^fliQf nbm^ sadaot in 

. inii^Qrd whispeijB > t- oh , t ^ < 
^d isiatina.^^Q^ iJ^rfiiighall^bQ-crowd, 

.; of ev^ntidd)3^D|iDfT49P9m4'' h"-' 
■To qtMx ptx»l ,w^ .muf Mttall,i»' itis oar 
i • inc^taiKfU} • ';.• n'v/ fi'.'-.v«.o - 
In.vifitMiionfh ol the. Bi4K'^^^^ ^^^ 

.. .absQ)u)ioar^'.- - . ..-.jt ii-i-r 'f , 

]%iB fii(^ tl|a^yo.ii)b»fora4i^<»owd confess 

; . youryi^etiyknsgnes^AOiiStv . ^.r •' 
^d in, reapoiwea^ weifcalfMidi. and there 

, j^ke your-^fiftlisffJwQyBf Tj. ' u • 
,No BeQre|..sin^n»ayi bQ'ijle»^«8|fc>.koweTer 

•,, .great oiC^^S*^ o.f 'lAnr-o^ )< 
,:K so, 4Jome <^i.to *hai J«*l»t> and were 
. . , Qonless tk^m -aiL, „ . . . 1 1 1 . m , v p. f 
Jf RoH»iah.|mwt^.a»id,3B«iUi.prie8U, now 

, .^.atandpp.as^wfwflorp^i! ni , 

.We,0ught. itOj.havii,flCfW»r iMiieast, and 01 
J ,eueh. power. .p^t»€WA"M i t' t . 

O^ijOb.idoii'tiSupsi^ft w^»|ftm»««lin«» °' ^ 
we are alannist, 
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We're not of(\BaDie ^aBrpJmfjiioiiaf itoisttil 

are '^.l^nfloilfoifnisti!^ '^^ *.'*■] 
This ^JTwlQanlonidisi' cimcchzr'. 'wsVi 

ruftedjwithrattsepy afflil tallspuM, < i* 
And by MqrBehre^'ife luu Ife^s psidgad^ Hii 

fit fartoy-«|tuxs« . i- > '^ 

Oor ptau^cr ift bjjK inbft ilUowed a dJuBOnd 

of firsfc.j^tery,! , I '< ' ^ ■• I 
And we expect ftgoiidel creiwflalinoil'lQpim 

every quarter. 

humbler plebeian race, . ' 

Bnt If iliey'cab/t'oar 8iBAfr4'0nt0 iStise, mtiM 

seek some humbisr-plKcd; : 

Qd Bstorday'dlK I'tef«'Ll9lcMter, 'and 
arrived once more atib(^1^odBe of mV tidrv 
kind MiKDds, iHrbtlfisr tttid' sifter BrdWili 
fligham Ferrens: ' Ori Len!'»-dftj^ 91^ 
Iprea6h«d t^TM tiiitMln fhe( Bafytisi dbatie!^ 
Bushden ; there was a lalfge ' attMidatace 
each tidM/ atti tile lieaarlM aira bands of tb^ 
people were opened tb' help itfe fdir the 
86cond^titfte;:indtbeed!]ecddnii ammuit^ 
to £10 68. 5|. If all «iGlm)toi w«re «> give 
to cdUecti«ai9 ii» thie 'KUgfiden peeinl^'hsrvd 
done, the amounts would bd ibuoin lali^er 
than Q^Yf^nbttiXty'iue. ' Utmng to eouM 
out the money in ord«Ftd<|g^6t it changed, I 
have Slider •& twfte of tb^ numbdp df 'fb4 
different coins, tSuAfy^'ttiay sed thttt i^ is 
not tlie^oisltoetioii of th4 iteh, bikt of the 
poor ; 586 peAtiie^ YSO ^tf^fleiuiies; 1 half- 
Bovereign; -d .lMdfH9iK>Hi^ 96 thte^ipi^ny 
pieces, 38 four-penny pfed^ 87 ' sbilS&gs, 
117 sixpeiksw^ trf tttO^^gSf tdtal 1134: F^ 
16th, I had a collectioix iti iih» 'li&nie obajpel 
which inii«>i»it«d to '£i& 7«. '•* ■ '- "^- ' ' 
Tuesday lltb.— I delivered art an*f*Plcrfiery 
lecture: iot Hh^ lal^eMiflde,' WeUinj^bioroagb) 
which was well attended, fi^posmg', wbich 
I have don^ wliil^ tafavelling thdu^ands M 
miles and lecturing fr<An dajf to day 
throt]ghdlI«^'B^ag]|ltl<l^^'thAi de^ikiin -taibhsi^, 
the Jesuit, the wolf ^ifi sbieep^s clothihg, 
the blacfkcto^t moA atig^l ol light • Th6 
assassin at the midnigistt hour, th^ wt>rm 
that Gniwi» on 'tMaiity'B^beek, a ccwaM in 
a coat of mail^ tbjCI>wag)e0 war ftglbinsti thB 
brav» AH^ .; ^bd) attd ' I^^ the loDg-l^n^ 
lizard, that trill teau^ ihe Itob'fl uedp, it 
woundMbe MsAS^btJstekgL The Jesult^sini^ 
plements of seductionsr ai^ now to bd s^en 
throQgbotft ibelfeiid, ^ iQlldndG^ rkL, kti^ 
as embossed cards with ptctures of' saint§ 
and hymAs.tb'tiiebpibonietQ', oopy-books for 
schools, coyered with popish devices, and 
sold sacb^fy^ad'l^'b&^lbdiigbt lip'inlarg^ 
numbers. Popish tracts sti^ed into the 
covers M' -Gospel' ttaidtsi, and sent forth 
amongst the loye»»«f «>Ur cities and towns 
mider%b« nJaafe ofHdeemtioB.- 'H5»nui^bo6&s 
for children, history olSii|glaxidfotofail#ton, 
edited by-^ei^knd j^ftdt^, nMde to^eai^ 
the rising generations I'^fpety. 'Polish 
omamettta^Mn trosyesjtb^y vjomprlse bea^ 
in various style of make-^ mnny bfoui^ Pro- 
testant ladieitfaft^f'li^rwbeto stdiwitbtbe 
mark of the beast;' and Are by this fiitens 
teaching* tti«ir ustdldren Fopeiry, ^g(M iMd 
silver, and black ^and' white '6roisetir,tind 
crucilizefl, ftU2^ 'faith^'' hope, and ^haHiy 



^hiitmstlt em,tiehtft(^ iWd Mches, M 
JbtttS, 'in^dcdfl, laoe, piotttres, books with 
^Mb^oroMett, trith«ixt and wflSihi, and fas-; 
etattng talleg abiMit hol^ ntms And holy 
ttiiaiiieTioa,'t6iiS'of thouMttds of which are 
elii>6ulftted throughout tiM laud, and read by 
flUUfY 6f bur jroun^ peot>le with the deepest 
itftMlest iintll th^y^Uld almoM say " I will 
be a nun/' These works of the Jestdfs 
mnst b# et^^oied for the sake of our child- 
#etf, and ouf Children's ebltdreo, this is a 
work my hands have found to do, and I 
wiU^o HI with idl my might. The collec- 
tkmtsflt ftt^ o]o0e of the I^ture was 
dS 7fl. 6}d. 

- WedAtodA^r 12th.— Mother BuU with 
myBcdf Visitkl-^^oor BrawbHdge, who, I 
am sorry to say is no better. We then went * 
to Olfl^, it beiiig< theanniyersary of the 
Pwtt^kr and Btriot Baptist church there 
wtiene brother Hij^wel! is preaching the 
word of life ; while ther& a friend gaye me 
te. 6d. ' With the ttin&ten and friends 
present I spe&t A yery comfortable day. 
••' lioid's^day, 16th.— I preached in Eegent 
tftt«;etichapel, Oity Vdad, where the late Kr. 
B* Abrihams preftched the Gospel of Ohrist 
fbi" tn6re thab thirty years. The chapel was 
ftin, iLEld th^ Lord was ihdeed in our midst { 
the' "(rord was bleSsed to the people and 
found its way into &eir hearts, the eonse-* 
tlteaoe Was their hands were opened to 
giy*, and help me^ which they md most 
liberally, fbtikie collection was £28 Is. 10|d. 
Th^ie I met with many old friends whom 
Thad'tiot seen' fo*"'rtany yeai«. Brother 
WjraiVl, of Shrewsbury, most kindly col- 
late! of a ^ew fdends,iafter I had lectui^ 
in his chapel the sum of £2 Os. lid., making 
4 total for Shrewsbury jBll. 
* Mrs. Gki^€fti, ktuA Mr. FW^h, members of 
Soho 'Be.ptiBt chapel have collected of a 
few frleiids, the suni of £4 14s. 6d. MVs. 
iQMCii'I havtd kn^i^'as ti i^ster in the Lord 
tor mAny yetiirA. Brdther W. Stephens, of 
MClbouitie, my 61d and' dear fHetid, is her 
broker in the flesh and likewise in Christ 
Jesus. An 'unknown friend, A. S. E., for- 
watdCd to me p6r petit, a five pound note, 
which I have receiyedwitJi heartfelt thanks 
for this Very expressive act of sympathy. 
How true it is many may help one, whfle 
dne cannot belj[> many. I have some long 
jotmeysVet before m^ the particulars (3 
which I will give you in the next month's 
VbAsel, Whicn I expect will be my last, 
tv^n I hope through the liberality of the 
sabits to be able to record the completion 
of my w6rk, which will indeed give the 
Lord ^rjr, and agalin repeat his praise and 
say anien. ''•For the Ldrd will perfect that 
Which Concemeth me, thy mercy, O Lord, 
endureth for ever, forsake not the works of 
thine own hands.*' "Finally, brethren, 
f areiwell, be perfect, be of good comfort, be 
of one mind, live in 'peace, and the God of 
•peace shall be with you," is the prayer of 
^yV>ur williflg servant for Ohrist's sake, 

John BtJNYAN M'OuRE. 
Buccleuch Terrace, OoM Harbour Lane, 
Oamberwell. 
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TO OTTR REABEBS. 

John BtmjBa McCure ia desuNms ol 
kftving Englimd for A«itnilia^ bj the-ve»* 
gel advertized to iaUon the 20th o£ October 
next. It is now twelye months since he left 
Sydney for Eughmd, and he has been 
labonrmg here acceptably and snccessfully^ 
travelling thousands of miiesL lecturing 
and preaching the Gospel of Onrist aino« 
tiie 4th of November 1837, on behalf of his 
new chapel in Sydney. 

The amount already raised is for beyond 
the expectations of most of his friends, 
having collected £800. 

)lir. MeOure has varions plaees yet* to 
preach and lecture in during the month o£ 
.September, but in order to raise the ^00 to 
complete the £1000, which is the amounfe 
required, it is desirable that every exertionf 
should be made. Several subscriptions of> 
one guinea each have been promised ^ will 
the kind readers of this magazine aid by 
their donations without delay? If £100t 
coidd thus be raised it would only lesve 
him £100 to collect, which we trust he will 
be able to accomplish by the services ho 
now stands engaged for, out I fear that thei 
sum of £200 cannot reasonably be expected 
to be raised by him alone in so short a time. 
I therefore earnestly i^peal to you to en- 
able him to to complete nis Gospel mission 
by the time named, it being very important 
that he should return as soon aspossible to 
his ohurch and family. 

Surely there are Mtj or one hundred 
persons who really love the Lord, and who 
sympathize with the cause of God, in 
Australia, who could without any difSoulty 
remit a P. O. O. for one pound. Ti^. 
<* Whatsoever thine hand find to do, do it 
with all thp might." 

Post Omce Orders, or stamps to lir. 
MoOnre, 1, Buodeuch terrace. Cold Harbour 
lane, Camberwell; or to my0elf, will be 
thankfully received and duly acknowledged. 

Yours truly, Bdhvabd Bott. 

4, Denmark terrace. Cold Harbour lane, 
Camberwell. 

BT.B. — ^Notice of farewell meeting will be 
given in next month's magazine. 

FUNERAL OF MB. ELIJAH PAGEBIL 

f As it is proposed to publish a brief me- 
morial of our much esteemed fiiend and 
brother, Elijah Packer, we only here take 
a few sentences from the SotUhtoarh Netos, 
The memorial will be printed in the Ear- 
then Vessel ; and can be bound up with 
the present volume. It will be published 
at sixpence. Persons desirous of having 
it, should send their orders to Mr. Eobert 
Banks, 30, Ludgate hill, at otice, as only a 
limited number of copies wiU be printed. — 
Ed/] 

The ftmeral of the late Mr. Elijah Packer, 
whose death we recorded in our last, took 
place on Wednesday, 29th J uly, at Nunhead 
Cemetery. The deceased was well known 
in the south of London for his kindness to 



those !n afSictiou, He iiras for numy 
years the leading man at ITn^com Ysnd 

' Chapel, Todley street during the late D. 
Denham's hiimstry. The funeral was aU 
tended by a very lai^e number of persons 
— friends and neighbours — while tbe 
neighbonrhood in which the deceased had 
laboured and lived shewed tiie highest 
mark of respect, tiie shops being paii^y 

I dlosed dunin^ the day, and ihb prints 
houses drawmg down their blinds. On 
the axrivad of the funeral oort^ge at the 
cemetery, it was conducted to tmi chapeL 
Ghacl6s Waters BaalaBOGeapidd the pulpit 
The moumeilB and the company hamg 
becm seated, with much emotion ha read 
the second cfa«]^r of the second Book of 
KinffSi "And it came to pu% yrhsa. the 
liOia would take up EUjah into heaven by 
a whirlwind,, that Elijah went with Elisha 
from Gilgal,** &&, during the reading yoj 
suitable comments were made. G. w. 
Banks said, when the oofBn was laid in the 
grave :. 

^* Forasmuch as it hath pleased Al- 
might^r God of hifl great goodness to take 
unto himself the sou of our dearly-beloved 
brother, we now conunit his body to tbe 
ground in sure and certain hope of the 
resurrection to eternal life. And, surely, 
we have not cause to mourn as those that 
have no hope. All who knew our departed 
friend are persuaded by his walk and con- 
versation that he was a man of God. The 
things of God were his meat and his drint 
I can remember the last tune I saw our 
dearly beloved brother — and it was on a 
similar occasion to this — when we came 
here six weeks ago to inter his own sister— 
tJretta — ^that he told me he had been thii]k' 
ing of what good Joseph Irons once saii 
Mr. Irons, when preaching, remarked that 
he had been to the cit y to have an interview, 
with a merchant When he arrived, he 
was informed by the chief clerk that the 
master was not in, ^ But his apn is in, sir, 
will he not do ?' Yes ! And so said Hr. 
Irons, * If we get access to the Son— we 
get access to the Father.' There was no 
tneme like a precious Christ to onr dear 
friend, Elijah Packer. He was looldng for 
the Son— the Son of God. The battle is 
fought, the victory won, and here— as we 
commit our departed friend to the toml\ 
does it not cheer us to think that he is 
delivered from sorrow — and yonder, amid 
the souls of just men made periect he now 
for ever dwells — 

* O^ all thos^ wide eixtended plains, 
BMnes one eternal day ; 
There God the Son for ev* reigns, 
And BCattevs night away.* 

And could we wish our friends bade? 
Nay ! We here shed the tear of affection 
-—but the knowledge that they are in 
heaven mitigates the grief. We have 
often gone to the house of Godtogetii^' 
Our dear friend loved the house oi God. 
But, earthly temples he has done wit^ 
He has winged away from them all, and 
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far awa^ qo^ bf l»ikB in ibe sunlight of 
eyerlastiug bliss. Nearly tbe last wordB 
our ElijaH uttered when be oame to ibis 
jodgsnent of deai^ were — 

^Bockof AgfkS 
Sook of Ages.* 
Tfaifl -was bis tbeme, and wi& these wwrds 
scaroelj gone from bis lips, h» passed from 
life to me. "Bo you m. what our friend 
was f I -will iellyou. He was ik Banuibas 
—'a son of eonsoktion.* Wberi^rer and 
whsDerer a saint of God was afflicted, 
tbeie was our ftiond. He went about like 
Us great 'MisBteap— dsing good. I know of 
no man more entirely devoted to the 
Church of Obrist. and especially titieaflBicted 
portidn of that Ohuich — than he whom we 
now lay to rest. He was a son of consolation 
and yet again there is a portraiture of him 
drawn by St Jsmes^^Pure religion, and 
ondefiled before God, and tha Father, is 
this, to Tisit tbe fatherioss and widows in 
their affliction, and to ke ep bbnself un- 
spotted from the world.' Without beisg 
the least fulsome, Badh. was th« character 
of the late Ifr. Elijah Packer. 

* And such was he, 
And he was yours. 
And you were blest.'" 

The address was concluded by speaking 
to the family, and the sons in particular. 

The family grave of the deceased is 
nearly opposite the chapel. The coffln bore 
the following inscription : 

ELIJAH PAGKBB>, 

Is SIS GBra Y'ear, 

J>mD JUX.Y 2iTH, 186a 



lETHLINGlBOEOUGH— Baptist Cha- 
pel. On Thursday, July 9tb, Mr. George 
Cook, the young pastor, of the above 
named church, who was ably assisted by 
his loving, thoughtful, zealous, and kind 
co-workers, the teachers of the school, 
conveyed the children, and many friends 
fnumbering about 800) by train to Castle 
Aflhby, whore they were supplied during 
the day with suitable provisions ; and after 
spending several hours in tbe beautiful 
and extensive castle grounds, (the seat of 
the Marquis of Northampton) all were 
to their homes brought safely, smiling, 
■ ^PPy and satisfied. During Mj. Cook's 
ministry at Irthlingborough the school has 
been growing fast. In less then a year the 
enormous sum of £40 has passed through 
^. Cook's hands for the g^od of ihe 
school. "Mix. C. Feathexstonehaagfa, the 
superintendent^ fmdthearest of the teachers, 
are most assiduous in their indeayours to 
promote the good of the schooL Mr. Cook, 
leeling thibt he cannot ^through lU healtb) 
dischai^ge the duties of the pastoral office 
with satisfaction to himself has sent in his 
resignation, which has been, by the church 
(though reluctantly) accepted. So kind 
has the church and congregation been to 
Mr. Cook that they have given him fonr 



months* rest, hoping and praying that the 
Lord would restore him to his wonted 
health. They are still willing to wait, but 
Mr. C. being anxious not to try their 
patience has insfsted upon resigning. 

PLYMOUTH. — A correspondent says 
^t The Lord was pleased to favour us at 
Howe street with his presence at a good 
time on July 30th. Seven of his ohildxen 
made an open profession of their iai^ iOf 
and love to the Lord Jeans Christ, by being* 
baptized in the name of the £*atber. Son, 
and Holy Ghost, according to the New 
Testament authority and command. After, 
a hymn for the occasion was sung, brother 
Pansford) from London, read the cluster, 
and engaged in prayer brother Collins, the 
pastor of the church, then delivered an 
earnest address from Act« viiL 38. From 
this interesting case of the baptism of the 
Eonuch by Pbihp he proceeded to show 
(1) The respect in which believer's baptism 
is a figure of Christ's redeeming worL (2> 
To adduce proofs that believer's baptism is 
of divine appointment. The address was 
listened to by a large congregation with 
great attention ; during the service a solemn 
and sweet feeling pervaded the meeting, 
tears flowed from many eyes, while there 
were those who inwardly exclaimed, ^* Of a 
truth the Lord is here." 



WOECESTER— This 'city has a largo 
number of Dissenters, as well as a fine 
cathedral, and several parish or district 
churches ; but I could not find, when there, 
that the Strict Baptists have any zealousi 
friends located there. The Earthen Ves- 
sel, and " The Gospel Standard," are both 
known by some few ; but no room, chapel, 
or church, of the friends of either is there 
to be found. A new Baptist chapel, with 
steeple, spire, &c., has been erected; and 
the minister well supported; he is con- 
sidered a most excellent man ; so is the 
rector of St. Nicholas; and some others in 
others in other connection ; but, to be in a 
large city, and not to be able to find one 
sympathising friend makes one feel deso- 
late and sad. An old divinity bookseller 
in Worcester told me that a wonderful 
change had come over the people during 
the last ten years. Any high-church pro- 
duction, any artificial, and modem works, 
they would read, or rather purchase, but 
sound divinity was looked upon with con- 
tempt. Sensational and superstitious papers 
and books, are the only things desired. 
This is a sign of the times. Bad as Lon- 
don may be, it is only there, and in its adjoin- 
ing counties where the old fashioned Gospel 
finds many friends, and even in those 
favoured districts, the living power, tbe 
Christ-exalting, and truth-endearing power, 
is at low-water mark* 



WOOLWICH.— Oarmel chapel, under 
Mr. Maycock*s pastorate, is reviving ; bap- 
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tifims, and additionB to the charch and con- 

f rogation are encouraging. While so many 
ivide and depart, it is cheering to get a 
kind note, and a cheering word from any 
one. Mr. Haycock's health has not been 
very good, bnt we hope he is built for a 
long voyage yet. 

FECKHAM BYE.— Mr. John Foreman 
was enabled to nreach one more anniversary 
sermon in Mr. Moyle*s chapel, on Wednes- 
day, August 12th. His dijoourse was well 
received, his strength appeared better than 
could have been expected. Mr. Alderson, 
and Mr. Wale preached in the subsequent 
part of the day. 

NOTTINQHAMTIlt is now said that 
this lai^e town is at length to be favoured 
by having a Strict Baptist church in its 
centre. Many good men have visited Not- 
tingham in Lady Lucy Smith's time ; but 
the Strict Baptists have had no permanent 
standing there. It is expected Mr. Silver- 
ton will be settled there; and be the instru- 
ment of raising a cause. If so, we wish 
him prosperity. 

FOPLAB. — The happy church originat- 
ing in little Jireh, under the ministry of 
those good brethren, H. Stanley, and W. 
Tooke, has been driven out of its meeting- 
place by Fuseyitish influence. But the 
same church has now removed to the As- 
sembly Booms, Kerby street, Foplar, near 
the watch-house, where larger numbers 
meet ; and, under the spiritusd and decided 
ministry of brother Charles Kemp, of Strat- 
ford, it is believed a permanent and pros- 
perous cause of truth of truth, will be 
established. The Lord grant it, amen. 

GOBTON, NEAB MANCHESTER— 
On Lord's-day, August 16th, two sermons 
wer e p reached in the Baptist chapel, by 
Mr. William Stokes, of Manchester, on be- 
half of the chapel fund. A few earnest de- 
voted people carry on this cause with faith 
and prayer. The present building is too 
small and inconvenient' for the growing 
population around, and the friends are 
raising funds for a larger place, which will 
cost, it is expected, £1,000. Of this sum 
they purpose to have in hand £760 before 
they begin to build. This is wihc, and 
will save them from many future sorrows. 
The above services were very encouraging. 

HOMEBTON.— The forty-eighth anni- 
versary has been holden. Good sermons, 
good meetings, and interesting addresses, 
with steady success attending Mr. Falmer's 
niinistry, gladden the hearts of ail who are 
rejoicing in the truth. 

GBAVESEN D— The anniversary of Zoar 
chapel, was held August 19th. Mr. Alder- 
son preached in the morning ; Mi'. WilMns 
in the afternoon ; and Mr. Wale in the even- 
ing. All were heard well. Considering 
the recent loss of our pastor, we had a good 
day. 



Mr. Chables Drawbbidge oontmues 
too ill to preach. He is in a low state. We 
understand Mr. A. Baker, late of Tunstall, 
is invited to supply the Bushden pulpit for 
twelve months. 

"Hope."— The note of "Broken-heart" 
is sad, too dark to be of any benefit Poor 
Thomas Smart's death just at the time his 
" club" died is woeful ; and the tempestaons 
overthrow of the green bay-tree is bitter, 
and full of mystery. But, since the fill of 
our first parents, these things have con- 
tinued to distress the church. True goodly 
fear, pure genuine faith, and a vital unioa 
to Christ, are the only things which can 
keep men in the narrow way. We have 
long seen that the churches of Christ are 
troubled with two great evils. First, they 
have little spiritual discernment; gifted 
appearances produce grievous disappoint- 
ments. Secondly, where the river of truth 
flows freely there Satan dashes in to foul 
the stream. More as an angel of light, 
than as a roaring Uon, doth the enemy 
still pursue his course, '* seeking whom he 
may devour." John x. 10 and 27 is as true 
as ever. 

Fltmouth,— Mr. Editor, in your Vmsel 
of August a statement from Plymouth in 
reference to a baptizing service held at Howe 
street appears (the writer of which though 
anonymous seems to be connected with our 
church or congregation),' the latter part of 
which statement refers to the condition of 
the church at Trinity, which (whether 
implied or not^ carries with it far from a 
Christian spirit, I hope, sir, in future, 
those who are not ashamed of their 
communications, will not be afraid to affix 
their signature at the bottom. Fraying we 
may be kept in the fear of the Lord, which 
ia to depart from evil, is the desire of thine 
in the Lord, Josiah Wbstlaxe. 

25, Clarence street, Flymouth. 

We have received a note from Mr. John 
Morris on Mr. Fhilpot We equally regret 
the letter referred to, but we cannot this 
month insert Mr. Morris's note or ezplana- 
ion. 

DEATHS. 

July 26th, at 28, New street, Brompton, 
Eliza, the beloved wife of Edward Linforth, 
one of the deacons of Silver street chapel, 
Nottinghill. 

Died at Medina, Ohio, North America, 
early in May, Esther, the beloved wife of 
George F. Shaldrick, of that place. Her 
end was calm and peaceful. 

On Wednesday, August 19th, the wife of 
Mr. B. B. Wale, of Bhickheath, of a son. 

MAKRIAOE. 

Married at Cave Adullam ChapeL Step 
ney, by Mr. Thomas Steed, Mr. Qeov^ 
Reynolds, to Mrs. Martin, August Wth, 
1868. 
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lA.iiJl ' V ^, •.' ..' ^*Jn.tboiliiiid8*t>ofIife we are in death! 

The arrbw, flle^ — ^we lose, our breath, 
Uoksa with Chriflt are souls are cue, 
We -fhall for eyer be undone, 

v : . Wfa^ni thus we are c^ed away. 
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We cftnnot':aflfeV/tt9.' great vailwayl ealamitjr of Abergele to pasa Hwajr 
withoitt'Jsonifts^oial' notibe. : tSaohof oar readers as aeldom stir further 
fixmi'tli6^*ti<im^'tii cliapjel ^"rid back agiliii^^may thmklitti^of^r^ilwajrca- 
lamittieis/^pkpugh they are in thciir frequent recurrence/ and 'dreadful ik 
their't^e^ltsi : 'We- hay^ traTell<6d mazij thousands of nules in these 
steamijJjTftg^^d liir^ although, hitherto, most wonderfully 

pree^iyedi^^j^l'.'^^ are f^ever- happy in these excursions, and if necessity 
was'notvl&icl'upon U8,'We dhotild thankfully prefer a quieter life; but 
" Aaroiii.Ji^ld.ii? peace," and in silent sorrbw vrt sometimes mil try to 
aay— '. -' ,ii-M'» .1." .......-•! 

- i[-A -y- -•. .» • «(:Fitthdrttli)r v^be^one^ 
- T' •' - i . Wkate^tt: that will may be." 

, /It.i^ j;^ot.ciw? ifl^)fc£aiti(On jbp vrite any lengthened details of the fright- 
ful calaHiity to rwhidi we haiFO'already referred Our desire is simply to 
^ve a few 9^hfeitices from one or' two sourbes, which may be interesting 
to our reada^ > and none, of us can tell how soon we TXi».\ be called to the 
sarnie ^afiiiction, although our jpvayer to the' Lord is to preserve us, and 
all his sfervaiits, who through the land' are f yihg to publish the glad 
news of salTftlioiL by the grace of a Triune Jehovah— «*Father, Son, and 
Holy Ghost. '^ i 

We know it is not in the power of man to prepare himself for the 
great-change,' stilly there' was a meaning and use, in the- words of the 
great Master, "'Be ye ialso ready, for in such an hour as ye think not, 
the Son of Man; cometh." 

Mr:'Edwaard N«mgle, the great Irish missionary, says, it seldom 
iallstOioiit lotto' ohronicle such an aw^l catastrophe as has occurred 
close to the ipeacefUl watering village of Abergele, North Wales. It 
was an. ao(udent ..unparalleled in the annals of railway calamities in the 
United Kingdom. The uncertainty of liffe has , never received a more 
signal and solemn illustration than in this melancholy instance. Thurs- 
day, the 5! 0th of Xugust, waa as lovely a day as it is possible to conceive. 
The bidghii aun shone above in the blue sky, the peaceful sea was spread 
out asa 'mltror', kttrdded with thie white sails of many a vessel all along 
the Weilsh.^oa^t, and the Irish Limited M^l train was speeding along at 
the rate of forty miles an hour,' bearing its light-hearted passengers on- 
ward. ■ Th'ejr were a distinguished company of titled nobility and 
gentry : some returning home to the bosom of their loved families, others 
going to yhlit t^elovtely lakes of Killamey^^^-all filled with bright anti- 
cipations of future joy and happiness— ^when, suddenly in a moment, at 
a steep inclj[tie, and in rounding a sharpe curve, a collision took place, 
with some loose "tracks on the line ; the barrels of petroleum whioh they 
carried werelnstantly smashed, and the highly inflammable oil set on fire ; 
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the volumes of dense black smoke and deadly gases filled the three fore- 
most carriages, and immediately suffocated the ill-fated occupants. There 
was no cry nor shriek for assistance, no screain of frightened women and 
children, no struggles of able-bodied men. In an instant all the light- 
hearted conversation was hushed in the stillness and silence of death, 
and the devouring element, with its fiery tongues, proceeded rapidly with 
its work of consumption. As they sat in their carriages, the poor vic- 
tims were stified by the deadly vapour, and thus presented no resistance 
or attempt to escape from the fiames which rapidly followed. 

Their charred, and blackened, and mutilated remains presented » 
hideous spectacle of mangled and undistinguishable mortality. It wa» 
indescribably awful ! No words can adequately paint the scene. To be 
realized it must have been witnessed. 

This calamity is truly no ordinary one, whether we have regard to 
the magnitude of the disaster, the suddenness and completeness of the 
catastrophe, or the social position of many of the unhappy victims. 
liord and Lady Famham, Judge Berwick and his sister, Sir Nicholas 
and Lady Ghinnery, and Captain Edwardes were among those who 
perished. The Duchess of Abercom and the Marquis of Hamilton were 
in the train, but being in a carriage farther from the engine, happily 
escaped without injury. 

Few, if any, who witnessed the Churchyard of Abergele on Tuesday, 
the 28th of August, at 10 o'clock, a.m., can ever forget the solemn scene, 
as thirty-three black coffins were carried one after the other, in solemn 
procession, and laid side-by-side in a common grave; numbered, not 
named, for the names of those whose remains were within could not he 
identified. The utmost efibrts of medical skill or devoted affection were 
baffled here. In the one huge grave, therefore, all that remains of the 
noble and the commoner, the strong man and the gentle woman, the 
hoary head and the in&nt of days, peacefully sleeps together till the 
morning of the resurrection. No heart was unmoved, no eye was dry 
at the sad sight, as the crowd of mourners, led by the present Loid 
Eamham — better known as the Hon. Somerset Maxwell — crowded 
around that grave, and let fall the bitter tear for the dead. 

Surely this solemn event is God's voice to the thoughtless and fri- 
volous. In His hand our breath is, and his are all our ways. How 
seldom do we realize this in our going out and coming in ! And yet, 
we know not what shall be on the morrow, for what is our life 1 It is 
even as a vapour which appeareth for a little while, and then vanisheth 
away. What a call is this to readiness and preparation for eternity ! 
Only in Christ is there safety. And what an unspeakable comfort it is 
for the survivors of those who had sought the Lord to know that their 
dear ones were ready, and that to them sudden death was sudden gloiy. 
And we rejoice to know that such was the case with many of those who 
perished. 

We can but pray that God may bless this solemn event to the 
awakening and salvation of souls, and that he would pour down his 
choicest consolations on the bereaved, and lead them for comfort to Him 
who can be touched — can sympathize (Greek) — ^with his people in their 
deepest trials. ^' In all their afflictions he was afflicted : and the angel 
of His presence saved them. In His love and in His pity He redeemed 
them,^ And he bare them and carried them all the days of old." 
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There have been some warm debates lately among the wise and the 
learned, which is the greatest enthusiast, Mr. Brothers, for styling himself 
God Almighty's nephew, or William Huntington, for making Christ his 
executor ; and many shillings have been expended to hear this great 
point discussed. Now that my reader may be at no more expense upon 
this most important matter, I will endeavour to show my opinion, and 
set him down contented at once with the truth of God on his side. 

First, then, let it be observed that there are two distinct natures in 
Christ, divine and human ; " I am the root and offspring of David," 
saith the Lord. Now the Qodhead of Christ was the root that gave 
David his existence, his life, and being ; as a man and as a saint ; the 
humanity of Christ was David's offspring ; for want of knowing this 
mystery the Jews could not answer the Saviour's question, " What think 
ye of Christ, whose son is he ?" They answer, " The son of David ;'* 
He replies, " Why then doth David call him Lord, and if David in the 
spirit call him Lord, how is he is son V 

Thus as God he is David's root and David's Lord, but as man, or 
respecting his humanity, He is David's seed, David's son, or offspring, 
and^thus He is Emmanuel, God with us, or God in human nature, by 
incarnation. Now as the Spirit makes a difference between the two 
natures of Christ in one person, calling the human nature man, the Son 
of man flesh, seed of David, child bom, David's offspring, (kc, in this 
sense, doubtless, Christ had many relations ; and in covenant relationship, 
also, any one that heara his word, and keeps it, is, saith the Saviour, my 
mother, my sister, and my brother; yet as God Almighty, (which 
glorious name can be applicable to nothing but to the Godhead, and as 
God is one and there is no more) and as infinite divinity can have no 
brother, we may safely conclude that the Omnipotent Jehovah, or the 
Almighty God hath no nephews. 

Now to the other momentous point in hand. Christ as man and 
mediator, is appointed heir of all things ; and all power in heaven and 
earth is given unto Him, and it is clear that He is an executor in a 
twofold sense. 1st, a covenant of peace was between them both. This 
is called the will of God in Jesus Christ, concerning us ; this covenant 
was to be confirmed and ratified by Sacrifice. " Sin-offering thou wouldest 
not, but a body hast thou prepared me; then said I, Lo,Tcome, to do Thy 
will, O God." And at the death of Christ the will of God was confirmed, 
and turned into a testament. " This is the cup of the New Testament 
in my blood," for where a testament is, there must also of necessity be 
the death of the testator, says Paul. Whatever God gave us, ile gave 
it us in Christ Jesus, and when Christ died. He being the testator, after 
His death the Testament was of force ; and when Christ ros(^ from the 
dead, the executor of that Testament (He died for sin, butVose again 
for our justification (Rom. iv.. 2b,) to see the legacies distributed to all 
heirs of promise. And what are the legacies? why life, peace, the 
Holy Spirit, grace and glory, and these he gives, " I give my sheep 
eternal life," ** My peace I give unto you," " I will send you a comforter, 

u 2 
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that he may abide with you for ever." The Lord will give grace, and 
He will give glory, and thus He will fulfil, " Come, ye blessed of my 
Father, iuherit the kiagdom," &c. And thus the blessed executor sees 
all the heirs of promise in possession of the promised legacies and in- 
heritance. But then it may be objected, this is God's good will in Christ 
to us. And now since the death of Christ, this covenant of grace is 
the New Testament in his blood, and hands, who will, as judge of quick 
and dead, open the book of life, and introduce every heir of promise to 
the happy enjoyment of God's blessing, and of God's kingdom in the 
great day. But what has this to do with man's will and testament? 
how can man appoint Christ to execute his will 1 I answer, who was 
Abraham's executor? he gave gifts to his sons by Keturah, and sent them 
away ; but he left his blessing and all that he had to Isaac. This was 
Abraham's will and his gift, but who executed it 1 I answer the Saviour 
did, " Then Isaac sowed in that land, and received in the same year an 
hundredfold, and the Lord blessed him," the Lord was the whole and sole 
executor of Abraham's will. Isaac also makes his will in favour of 
Jacob, and appoints the Lord to execute it, " And he smelled the smell 
of his raiment, and blessed him, and said, God give thee of the dew of 
heaven, and the fatness of the earth, and plenty of com and wine." 
And thus he says to Esau ; " Behold, I have made him thy lord, and all 
his brethren have I given to him for servants, and with com and wine 
have I sustained him." But who is to execute this, seeing that Jacob 
was driven from home with nothing but' a staff 1 Why, we are informed 
that the Lord blessed him in Bethel, and sent him home no less than 
two lands. But who was this Lord? I answer, the Saviour Jesus 
Christ ; and the faithfulness of his executor Jacob acknowledges on his 
death-bed ; "And he blessed Joseph, and said, God, before whom my 
fathers Abraham and Isaac did walk, the God which fed me all my life 
long unto this day, the angel which redeemed me from all evil, bless the 
lads, and let my name be named on them, and the names of my fathers, 
Abraham and Isaac." Jacob blesses his twelve sons, tells them what 
shall befall them all in the latter days, he promises the sceptre to Judah, 
and gives Joseph a portion of land above all his brethren, which he was 
not to inherit till four hundred and fifty years after, and leaves no 
executor to his will but the Lord, who is ever faithful to them that 
trust in him, so that I have been the only enthusiast in this business 
of executorshp ; all the antediluvian saints and patriarchs have set me 
the example. It is true, the fool in the parable did not act this 
enthusiastical part ; he had goods laid up for many years, and intended 
to take his ease, to eat, drink, and be merry. At the end of the term 
of many years, no doubt, he intended to make his will, but that night 
his soul was required ; and though the Lord was not consulted about 
the lease of his life, not intrusted with his personal effects, yet he 
interferes in the business and therefore asks ** Whose shall these things 
be which thou hast provided ?" No doubt, but he intended them for his 
heir-at-law; but we are told, that the wealth of the sinner is laid up 
for the just, not by the donation of the sinner, for sinners love sinners; 
not saints, for they are hated of all men ; but this comes about by the 
sovereign disposal of Jehovah, who was so' offended with Nabad for 
denying David a morsel of bread that he killed him, and gave David 
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his house, his wife, and all that he had, and he destroyed the house of 
Saul, and he gave him that also, so that the Lord will be an executor 
whether we appoint Him. to that office or not. To be short, what is an 
executor*? Why, a person or persons that a testator appoints as 
goardian or guardians over his wife and family, and whom he intrusts 
with his effects to see his will executed, and the heirs-at-law, or legatees 
by will properly righted. Well, and will the Lord undertake this 
office, if He be in faith intrusted with it % Yes, he will, for so He hath 
declared, and so He hath commanded and promised to be faithful to the 
charge, "Leave thy fatherless children I will preserve them alive 
and let thv widows trust in me." And He doth execute this office of an 
executor with faithfulness truth and mercy, and never failed in it, 
and so it is written, "A father of the fatherless, and a judge of 
the widow is God in his holy habitation.*' The Lord executeth 
righteousness and judgment for the oppressed, which giveth food for the 
hungry^ the Lord looseth the prisoners." The Lord did all this for 
the poor widow, who came to the prophet Elisha, her husband being 
dead ; but he had in his life feared the Lord, and being over head and 
ears in debt, we may readily suppose that he made no will, and if he 
did, no earthly executor would have administered, where there is no 
property to leave, nor anything left to pay the guardian for his trouble. 
But this poor woma^n pleads her husband's faith with the Lord's prophet, 
and the Lord undertakes the office of an executor, he works a miracle, 
blesses and increases the pot of oil, pays the creditor his demand, pre- 
serves the widow and the fatherless from bond slavery, and tells her and 
her sons to live upon what he hath provided, and she need not fear com- 
ing to want, " For the earth is the Lord's, and the fulness thereof." 

And now having set aside as I think Mr. Brother's relationship 
to God Almighty, and proved that Omnipotence hath no 
nephew, I would now ask who acts the most agreeably to the Christian 
character and who are the greatest enthusiasts ] Those that make the 
Lord their trust, or those that prostitute sacred things to vile purposes. 
I do not believe I shall ever repent of making choice of so faithful and 
affigctionate an executor, and should I be compelled to choose an earthly 
executor in compliance with national law, my faith and will would still 
be, that he might act only under the first executor, yea, I would put 
him in among my effects, and leave him as well as the rest with the 
first guardian, for good men are not their own, they are brought with a 
price, and bad men are not their own, " The deceiver and the deceived 
are the Lord's." W. H. 



A Sebmon on the travail of a redeemed soul here, and the state of the 
soul after it has left the body, was delivered at Bethel chapel. Old Ford, 
September 20th, 1868, by C. W. Banks, when reference was made to the 
deaths of the brethren John Foulser and Elijah Packer, both of whom had 
stood as members and deacons of the churches over whom the preacher had 
been pastor. Reference was also specially made to the sisters, Mrs. Moss, 
of Peokham, Mra. Oox, of Beimondsey, Mrs. Yarrow, of Bethnal Green, and 
Mrs. Protheroe, of Victoria Park.. We regret the omission of the memoir of 
the late Mr. John Fouker, this month ; it was prepared and in the printer's 
hands, but previous engagements have delayed its insertion until November. 
The review of the life and death of the late beloved Elijah Packer is also in 
the press. 
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"m i|attife»t m % 4I#" 



Among the several mysteries that are opened by God the Holy Ghost, 

and made known to saving, precious faith, the great incarnate mystery 

is one of the most sublime and precious. The constitution of the 

wonderful person of our adorable Christ; his complex character as 

mediator and Saviour, God and man in one glorious person, two distinct 

natures divine and human, yet one for ever and eternally one great and 

glorious person. This is a mystery hid from the worldly wise, concealed 

from the mere professor and revealed only to the faith of God's elect, 

His name shall be called Emmanuel, God with us. O precious mystery ! 

How faith delights as drawn out into living exercise by the Holy Ghost, 

to soar into, to meditate, and feed upon this reality, this substantiahty, 

for so it is to faith, not a matter to be argued and contended about 

so much as to be received and enjoyed, " My flesh is meat indeed, and 

my blood is drink indeedj" says our dear Redeemer. This fact faith 

knows and realizes, though it is impossible ever to explain or fully know 

the properties of the meat and drink she partakes of; but there is 

divinity and humanity in it, and that in all their blended perfection, 

*' My beloved is white and ruddy, the chiefest among ten thousand, tlie 

altogether lovely," the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, and 

the word was God, God with us, not against us. God in our nature 

possessing essentially and eternally all the attributes and perfections of 

deity, and at the same time bone of our bone and flesh of our flesh, 

Jehovah's equal and fellow, and our fellow; inhabiting eternity, yet 

bounded by time, filling all space, yet contracted to a span ; the ancient 

of days, and the infant of days ; sitting unmoved on the highest throne 

in glory, as the maker, governor, and sustainer of all things and at the 

same time sitting on Mary's knee upheld by her, whom he upheld, 

suckled by a creature, and at the same moment giving sustenance to all 

things in heaven and earth. The creator yet a creature, the only great 

independent, yet the most dependent being that ever existed, the maker 

of the world, and yet without a place to lay his blessed head ; ministering 

to millions, yet ministered to by a few poor women ; the source of all 

riches, yet poverty itself; adored in heaven, and at the same moment 

blasphemed on earth ; worshipped by veiled angels and holy happy 

perfected spirits, and spit upon at the same time by filthy sinners; 

praised by all the heavenly host, and at the same moment roared upon 

by all the infernal host of hell. The only wise God, the source and 

spring of all wisdom, yet growing in wisdom : He that can never 

sleep nor slumber, yet asleep ; He that can never be weary, yet sitting 

wearied with His journey on Samaria^s well ; He who hung the earth 

upon nothing, prostrate upon the earth He made ; leading the host of 

morning stars, yet being led Himself to slaughter ; giving to all life, yet 

resigning life ; spotless, yet made sin ; God over all for ever blessed, yet 

made a curse. Here, ye blessed partakers of like precious faith, is a 

mystery, unfathomable^ yet delightful ; ever unfolding, yet unfolded ; 

the wisdom of God in a mystery, the hidden wisdom, hid in God, and 
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jet revealed in faith. O precious mystery, how sweet with a melted 
heart to sing while gazing on this delightful object with Watts, — 

" While Jews on their own law rely, 
And Greeks of wisdom boast ; 
I love the incarnate mystenr, 
And there I fix my trust." 

But this mystery cannot be loved unless known, therefore " unto you it 
is given to know the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven." If these 
secrets have been disclosed to our hearts and hid from others, instead of 
finding fault with those to whom the Gospel is hid, is it not better to live 
in the admiration of that distinguishing* grace that has made us to differ 1 
While many are contending about Christ be it ours to feed upon Christ. 
Hei'e is sea room for faith's mightiest stretch, here all the grace sanctified 
and elevated faculties of the redeemed soul find precious food for con- 
templation. All the graces of the Spirit clnster around, and have much 
to do with this blessed mystery, faith apprehends it, hope anchors in it, 
love is inflamed by it, patience is strengthened, meekness is produced, 
humility increased by it. Here in this mystery the whole of God 
appears, His name is written out in full, all His attributes and perfections 
are harmonized, God and man is brought together, is as one. In 
this sacred mystery we have the bread of heaven brought down to 
earth ; the wine that cheers both God and man ; our precious Christ 
is God to satisfy God, man to reach poor fellow man ; He is the 
glorious day's-man, that can lay his hand on both parties, His glorious 
person filUs up all the space. He can lay at once His hand on Jehovah's 
high throne, and reach His fallen bride at the very gates of hell, and 
by this precious mysterious union they are eternally one, experimentally 
one, He can satisfy and has satisfied all Jehovah's righteous claims, and 
all the poor sinners necessities ; His i)recious blood, impregnated with 
all the glories of Deity, flows up to God's high throne, to satisfy His 
justice, and down to the gates of hell, to waft His church to heaven ; by 
His precious blood the church is washed clean, and her sin annihilated, 
the sinner eternally embraced, and his sin for ever put away ; heaven 
opened, and hell for ever closed, sin condemned, and the sinner justified ; 
hell defeated and God glorified. Are not these pleasing themes to dwell 
upon, delightful subjects to contemplate, and is it not to be feared that 
thousands of the present day professors of religion are out of the secret? 
Yet how solemn and plain the language of our Lord himself, " Except 
ye eat the flesh and drink the blood of the Son of Man, ye have no life 
in you." Faith as really eats and masticates this substance as the 
natural mouth receives natui^al food and lives and 'thrives thereby. This is 
an hard saying to all the nominal followers of Christ, who follow Him from 
a variety of different and fleshly motives, but to those who have fled for 
refuge to Him as their only hope; those who have embraced this rock for 
want of a shelter, they delight in this sacred mystery, they lie down in this 
green and fat pasture, their souls are satiated with it, it is marrow and 
fatness to them, it is faith's most precious cordial, it is hope's only 
anchorage ground, it is love's element, all the love of God centres in it, 
all the greatness of God appears in it, all the wisdom of God is unfolded 
in it and all the power of God is displayed in it. The complex person 
of Christ is the wonder of heaven, the concentration of all the believer^s 
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hopes on earthy and the confusion and dismay of hell beneath, it is the 
wonder of wonders, the mystery of mysteries, the beauty of beauties, 
the refulgance of all the glory of God, 

" He is the Father's chief delight, 
His beauties angels view, 
He is all fair in Zion's sight, 
And my beloved too." 

George Bttbbell. 



By Mr. Geo. Puno, Baptist Minister Cottenham. 



^* Now when they heard this, they were pricked in their heart, and said unto Peter 
and to the rest of the apostles, Men and brethren, what shall we do ? 

" Then Peter said unto them. Repent, and be baptized evexy one of you in the name 
of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy 
Ghost"— Acts iL 37, 38. 

Peter describes the character of Christ ; 1. He was approved of God; 
2. God attested His approbation of Christ, by the miracles he wrought 
among the Jews, 3. Peter opens up the prophesies concerning Christ, 
V. 25, and so shews the Jews that although they professed to believe ib 
the prophets, and have great reverence with respect to them ; yet they 
paid no attention withal to him of whom the prophets spoke, such con- 
duct was a flat and palpable denial of their cherished theory. 4. Peter 
was a personal preacher ; for he charges home to the consciences of the 
Jews, the murder of Jesus. 5. Peter proves by Scripture the resur- 
rection of Christ, a doctrine which some of the Jews abhorred. 6. 
Peter was equally powerful to prove what some of the sceptical Jews 
were slow to admit ; namely, the life or ascension of the Saviour, v. 33, 
then in progress. Peter comes on to the words which we have selected as 
a text which words powerfully prove that notwithstanding the obduracy 
of Jewish heart, yet the Holy Spirit made Peter a very successful 
preacher; for, as the result of that sermon there was added to the 
church three thousand souls. This will lead us to notice— 

I. The proclamation of the Word of God, and its blessed effects. 
1. The whole chapter teaches us the necessity of a faithful, clear, and lucid 
declaration of God*s woixi. 2. We learn from the text the advantage of an 
attentive audience, ** When they heard of this," that is what the apostle 
had said unto them. . 3. Tou have the effects of the Spirit's application 
of the Gospel " they were pricked in their hearts," a wound in the 
heart always proves mortal, they where mortally wounded by the law, 
that they might be quickened by the Gospel. 4. The address, "Men 
and brethren," not Scribes and Pharisees, they no longer appealed to 
the law, either moral or ceremonial, they now became stricb dissenters, 
and at once recognized the ascendency of the Christian dispensation. 
6. The enquiry, "What shall we do?" Man by nature tenaciously 
adheres to the covenant of works, God's ministers should therefore- 
nnder this consideration be wise counsellers and skilful physicians. 

II. The Apostle's direction. 1. They are directed to repentance. 
Now is there any thing that countenances the doctrine of free will here V 
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no ! for they were already alive spiritually, and therefore under the 
agency of the Holy Grbost, at which time only a man really enjoys the 
sensation of a freed will. 2. Peter farther directs them to submit to 
the government of Christ, " be baptized," which goes to prove that after 
the command is given, and a man is the subject of eternal life, then ijie 
present is the right time to submit to the institutions of the church of 
Christ. 3. The direction was to be obeyed without an exception. 
" Every one ot yon," that is every one of you who are " pricked in your 
hearts." The apostle did not leave it optional with them to be what 
they pleased. No ! they were to become Baptbts. 4. The art of obe- 
dience was to be in compliance with the command of Christ, " in the 
name of Jesus Christ," or by His authority. 5. Baptism, an outward 
symbol of an inward possession, *^ for the remission of sins." 6. Con- 
formity to these directions is attended with a divine promise " and ye 
shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost/' 

The gift of the Holy Ghost is 1, to bear testimony, ''This is my 
beloved Son," &c, , 2, as a pledge or seal ; 3, as an escort, as a 
aanctifier. 



A BRIEF BBVISW OF 

THE LIFE, FAITH, & MINISTRY OF THE LATE EECTOB 

OF OPENSHAW, 

WILLIAM PARKS, B.A* 



Second Notice. 

Having travelled many hundreds of miles lately, we have carried this 
volume * with us, and have never hesitated to recommend it, wherever 
opportunity has occurred. It is not so much like a bunch of grapes 
from Eshool, as it is like a little garden of nuts. Sound Divinity; sacred 
truth ; genuine unfolding of the mysteries of godliness ; '^ things hard to 
be understood," even by the babes in grace ; .and by the young men in 
Israel, are here plainly and faithfully ventilated, and sometimes demon*- 
strated beyond all doubt. 

Neither wire-drawing nor wild enthusiasm will, in these pa|;es, be 
found. In the accomplishment of that triple definition of the Gospel—* 
" The Truth, tht whole truth, and NOTHING BUT TRUTH "— 
the Preacher of these discourses certainly excelled* For years to come, 
this book will be read in the study of te Minister — ^in the chamber of 
the invalid — ^in the parlour of the intelligent Christian-^and in the 
cottage of the privileged peasant, with no small degree of spiritual 
advantage. 

Well do we remember, the late venerable John Waterman, the 
great hop-grower in Kent, who was the Lord's instrument in building 

•JVoew o/Sermoru, hitherto UhpubHsheS^By tbe late Eev. Wm. Parks, B.A Hector of 
Openshaw, near Manchester; -with a brief Memoir of the Author and Preface, bj David 
A. Doudney, D.D., incumbent of St. Luke's, Bedminster, Editor of the ^ Gespel Hagame," 
Ac. London : W. H. Collingridge, Aldersgate Street 

Z 
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j^lmt comiiiodiou» sanetuaiy whioh stands on Hatfield Oreen. Beiag 
engaged by the pastor (Mr, Powell,) to preach the Gospel tha:« one 
evening, we were requested, first, to go and see the honored veteran re- 
ferrod to. Being seated in a private room with Mr. Waterman, he said, 
<< I built that Chapel. 8inoe I built it^ many hypooiites have gone into 
that pulpit. No m<Mre shall go in if I can help it. Befinre you go to 
preaoh this evening, will you tell me,. how God hade you a Chribtiaut, 
and HOW He called you to preach the Gospel? " Astonishment, 
xalngled with satis£M^tion, seized our breast. We were comparatively 
young. We sat before a father in Israel, with his black cap on his white 
«ind honored head. He either knew nothing of us, or he was determined 
tK> receive from us our credentials for the ministry. And truly thankful 
have we many times felt for the earnest and honest appeal which that 
dear saint then made to our conacieDoe : for, whest favoured with the 
light and freedom of the Holy Spirit, imd, whek opportunity ofiere, 
th^re is nothing more confirming and conforting to our soul, than 
minutely to testify of the special call, by grace with which our Christian 
career commenced, and of the method and means whereby we were 
THRUST OUT INTO THE MiNisTBY, for WO wcrc Compelled to go at the 
first ; and although the darkest and deepest sorrows have attended our 
path, compelled we have been up to the present moment. We compUed 
with the request of Mr. Waterman, and beginning with the earliest con- 
victions, long dark struggles, the revelations of the Lord, the application 
cf certain special portions of the word, and all the subsequ^it workings 
of grace, providence, and of trials by the way, we related the whole. 
We can see the old gentleman now, in our mind's eye, rising from his 
seat, wiping away tears from his eyes, putting his hand into his pocket, 
and, coming towards us, he said, " That will do ; you may go and preach ; 
but — (putting a sovereign into our hand, he said) now you must hear 
how the Lord God dealt with me in bringing my soul unto himself" 
And that savoury and solemn account he then gave us has never been 
forgotten. We desire to rejoice in the fact, that so clearly was the 
Saviour's call, and so special and significant his commission to go and 
preach His Gospel, that we know not how to doubt it, and whenever we 
are favoured to relate the circumstances and the power attending them, 
in connection with our being brought to know the Lord, we always 
realize a fresh confirmation of our interest in that great mercy which is 
from everlasting to everlasting upon them that fear Him. 

All this is in harmony with the volume before us. Mr. Parks's 
conversion to God, his experience of the work of grace, his savmg know- 
ledge of the Truth as it is in Jesus, and his exercise of mind, his con- 
fiicts and trials in connection with the ministry, and with his standing 
as a Christian — all are beautifully traced out, and in almost evety saved 
fi^ped soul, a Scripture echo will be found as he reads this valuable 
eompilation of doctrine, experience, precept, and practice, in the king- 
dom of grace. 

After a descriptive introduction, Mr. Doudney gives the following 
jLescriptive memoir of his friend, the rector of Openshaw :-^ 

We are indebted to the bereaved and sorrowing widow for the 
annexed particulars of the early days and after-career of our departed 
friendr 
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The author of the accompanying ^' Notes of Sennons/' the Bey, 
William Parks, was bom in Dublin, October 20, 1809. 

He was the son of Mr. William Parks of that dty, and was the 
sixth of eleven diUdren, 

His parents left Dublin when he was young, and went to reside on 
the Continent; living first at Boulogne and afterwards at Brussels 
wheie they both died, and are interred in the Protestant cemetery 
^ore. 

His eaarly years were spent in frivolity and gaiety, living entirely 
to the world, without God and without hope— ^sometimes in his native 
city, and other parts of Ireland, sometimes in London, and much on 
the Cbxvtinent. 

It was the intention of his parents from early life that he should be 
educated for the Church, which was selected, afl in the case of too many 
others, alas ! merely as a profession ; 1u never having experienced and 
knowing nothing at that tinxe of the necessity of a csXL from God to the 
work of the ministry. Had he followed the bent of his own inclination 
he would have chosen the army in preference to all other pursuits, but 
^lat desire was overruled by a sovereign God. He designed him, 
unknown to himseli^ for a soldier of the cross, to light under Obrist^s 
banner. 

He entered Trinity College, Dublin, in 1828, and took his B.A. 
degree in 1832. He was ordained to the curacy of Eainow Church, 
* near Macclesfield, in Februaiy, 1840. The incumbent of Eainow re- 
signing, the living was given to him, in March, 1841, which he held 
until his appointment to St. Barnabas', Openshaw, in October, 1843, 
wluoh living he held until his death. 

SGus call and change of heart were only discoverable (and that suV 
sequent to his college career) by the marvellous change in his desires and 
pursuits ; those things which before had been his delight were now his 
abhorrence — ^those things which, like Paul, had been ^* gain to him," he 
now ^ counted refuse," that he might win Christ. 

He was not the subject of that agonizing soul-distress which many 
of the children of God pass through in the new birth ; but, like as God 
mercifully dealt with him in his last long sickness, taking l^e fleshly 
tabernacle down so gently, sparing him the excruciating paki which his 
distressing malady might have led his friends to fear he would have to 
undergo, so gently did He convince him of his lost estate, and mani- 
fest Himself to him, when He called him '^ to leave all and follow Him." 

He could truly say the glorious Gospel, which he was the honored 
instrument of proclaiming, was not '^ after man ;" he neither received it 
nor was he taught it of man, never having had the advantage of hearing 
the doetrines of sovereign grace preached, until (as he often remarked) 
he heard the echo of his own voice. 

His preaching was much blessed to the wakening and building up 
of many souls, both in his own congregation and at other places where 
he occasionally proclaimed the word of Hfe. Many of his hearers came 
a long distance in order that they might enjoy the privilege of attending 
his ministry. His great and earnest desii*e was to arrive at the mind of 
the Spirit in his openkig up of the sacred Scriptures, and his great con- 
^m was rightly to divide the word of troth. In preparing for the 

x2 
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public services of the sanctuary, and other labours in his Master^s canse^ 
he spent n^uch time in his study, both in meditation and prayer, the 
value of which was very evident in his pulpit labours. 

As a writer, he was much appreciated ; his tracts, of which he wrote 
many, had a wide-spread circulation. He also wrote a treatise upon the 
five cardinal points of the doctrines of sovereign grace, and other works, 
which will be valued as long as sound literature exists. The liveliness 
of his disposition rendered Mm a most agreeable companion. He had a 
great flow of animal spirits, and a great amount of natural wit, which in 
his latter years was a source of much sorrow to him ; often lesuling Mm 
into folly, and causing him to exclaim in bitterness, '' €k)d forgive me \**^ 

About seven months before his death he was struck down by sick- 
ness, in, what appeared to mortal eyes, the midst of his days of strength 
and usefulness. In the early part of his illness he was very desirons ta 
be restored, to be enabled again to preach *^ the unsearchable riches of 
Ohrist ;'' but he soon began to discover that his '' sickness was unto death,** 
that his work was done, and his Father had no longer need of his ser- 
vices; It was, however, his earnest wish that he might be permitted 
once more to occupy his pulpit, if, as he said, he had to be carried into 
it. The energies of his mind and the strength of his voice were so un- 
impaired by his long sickness, that had not the extreme weakness of his 
body prevented this, his almost dying wish being complied with, he 
would no doubt, with the Spirit's help, have been enabled to address his 
dear people with almost his accustomed vigour, and have taken a personal 
though painful farewell of those over whom he had been for so long the 
under-shepherd. 

The lovers of truth amongst his congregation deeply deplore their 
loss, to many of whom he was the spiritual father. 



LETTER FROM MR. FANCOURT TO MR STRINGER. 



My Dear Friez^d, — I am in the receipt of your &vour of the 20th 
inst., aiid have read your letter with much interest. I rejoice to hear 
that yourself, wife, and family, are in the enjoyment of that rich blessing 
health. That you are happy and prosperous in the work of the Lord; 
that peace and harmony prevails, and the Lord Jesus is exalted in the 
inidst of the people. 

Aa you are aware, I have a very great antipathy to Popery I The 
very mention of Romanism fans my dormant passions generally with a 
burning heat, and I cannot ruminate upon the treachery, cruelty, and 
baseness of the system, which is diabolical, without feelings of dli^st. 
I can truly say, that I harbour no ill-feeHng towards the poor dupes 
who are enslaved and led captive by the crafty ploddings and lying 
pretensions of the priests, after the fashion of those people who in 
Scripture language, ''are led captive by the devil, at his will.'' I 
sincerely pity all such, and would rescue them if within my power, and 
show unto them a more excellent way. History proves that wherever 
Popery stamps its cloven foot, the very soil becomes contaminated for 
evH ; a baneful influence is spread over city^ town, and village i the 



Oet. 1, 1B68. AND CHRISTIAN BECOBD. d05 

inhabitants become degraded, plunged in ignorance, minds subverted and 
brutalized, and hence rendered capable of any offence however criminal. 
Becent events prove this. 

I have been reading a work, entitled, "A Popular History of 
Friestcrafl in ail Ages and Nations,'' by William Howitt. Here I find 
that the Jesuits were mostly at the head and front of the inquisitions, 
cruel and blood-thirsty, ever and anon plotting treason against the various 
governments of the earth : several kings were dethroned by their craft 
and hellish spite, and others assassinated. The work to which I have 
referred states a list of all the victims who have perished by Papsd 
cruelty would amount to some millions. 

On one occasion, even in England, in the reign of Queen Mary, 
{that monster of iniquity) 270 persons were brought to the stake; 
amongst those were five bi^ops, twenty-one clergymen, eight lay gentle- 
men, eighty four tradesmen, one hundred husbandmen, servants, and 
labourers, fifby-five womeU) and four children. Here is a specimen of the 
tender mercies of the wicked Bomish priests and others, and a slight 
glance of Popery, when possessing political power. 

Is there any one feature in the attitude of Popery in the present 
day to recommend it to the fond embrace of any of my Protestant 
fellow-countrymen and sisters in the true faith of the Gospel of Christ ? 
I trow not. Popery ever was of a persecuting spirit, intolerant, grasp- 
ing, overbearing, and like the horse leech, never satisfied, but always 
give, give, nor ever wzQ be, until it casts its baneful influence over, and 
brings into galling subjection all the kingdoms of the world. Have we 
not by far too many Jesuits in this our Protestant country, in the Church, 
and in the state ? 

The Jesuits, those crafty, cunning knaves, are busily engaged in 
disseminating their pernicious doctrines, that is to say, the doctrine of 
devils, throughout the land, preparing the way, and awaiting the events 
of time, by the establishment of cathedrals, churches, chapels, convents, 
nunneries, schools, sisterhoods, and I know not what besides, with an 
array of archbishops, bishops, cardinals, priests, kc,, a rare catalogue 
of the devil's knaves, and cunning, crafty men and women. Thus a 
complete net work of Romisli intrigue and rapacity is bix)adcast over 
this our beloved Protestant country. We are not, howeverj ignorant of 
Satan's devices, of the cunning craftiness of those who lie in wait to 
deceive. Might not all this be aptly compared to one of the plagues of 
Egypt? ''A cloud of locusts covering the face of the whole earth, so that the 
land was darkened," Exodus x. It is therefore quite evident, '^ that the 
mystery of iniquity doth already work ; even him, whose coming is 
lifter the working of Satan, with sdl power, and signs, and lying wonders, 
but whom the Lord shall consume with the spirit of His mouth, and 
^hall destroy with the brightness of His coming." 

Doubtless, when certain arranged plans are matured, an attack 
will be made by the Homish party, and a desperate strife for the mastery 
tnll ensue, and more than likely, in the event of a revolution in Home, 
an attempt would be made to introduce His Holiness the old Pope into 
this country. What a rich idea ! to see His Holiness seated upon our 
dear Queen's throne of state, with Peter's keys at his girdle,, and 
Her Majesty's royal crown upon his pate ! 
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Protestant Englishmen, both Churchmen and Dissenters, mnst bestir 
themselves to keep down this monster of iniquity, and devise meaDS to 
banish all Jesuits and foreign Bomanists, male and female, out of the 
country, (they have no right here) before it be too late. 

Borne shall perish, imte that word, 

in the blood that she has spilt ; 
Perish, hopeless, and abhorred, 

Deep in ruin as in guilt 

I have written you rather a long letter upon Popery, with wluch 
you may possibly be amused. It remainfl for you and other ministers on 
the part of the Baptist denomination to sound the war cry, no compromise 
with Bome^ and also endeavour to urge the dire necessity of the case, 
and immediate action, upon the attention and co-operation of the great 
body of Protestant dissenters. I consider that friend Banks might do 
much good, in bringing the subject of Bomish aggression before the 
public in the pages of the Earthen Vessel. 

My captain sounds the alarm of war, 
Awake ! the powers of hell are near ; 
To arms, to arms! I hear him cry ; 
'Tis yours to conquer, or to die. 
Boused by the animating sound, 
I cast my eager eyes around ; 
Make haiste to gird my annour on, 
And bid each trembling fear be gene. 
Hope is my helmet, Christ my shield; 
Thy word my God, the sword I wield, 
With sacred truth my loins are girt, 
And holy zeal inspires my heart, 
Thus arm^d I venture on the fight, 
Besolved to put my foes to flight, 
While Jesus kindly deigns to spread 
His conquering banner o'er my head. 

'Sow with kind and Christian regards, in which my daughter unites^ 
to your good wife and fiunily, I remain as ever, yours truly, in the bonds 
of the Gospel, ' B. M. FANCOUBT. 



NO. 4.— SEMIPELAGIANISM. 
BY WILLIAM STOKES, OP MANCHESTER. 

Author of**The H%8t(yry of Ba^ptiaU** ** Imputed Bighteatuneas," ^, 

(Continued from page 284.^ 
*< And ths Trxjth shaix makk tov FttsB.** 

Truth is the life and happiness of the universe. To abandon or 
neglect this precious principle, is to become the slave of all that is fiJse, 
corrupt, and destructive ; and to wander along the way that leads to the 
bottomless abyss of death. To find out truth, to ''seek her as 
silver, and search for her as for hid treasures," is, consequently, the, 
chief business of life ; the one primary end of reading, study, and 
fervent jprayer. Compared with this, the possession of wealth, the pride 
of the noble, and the honours of royalty, are but an. idle dream, or as 
the chaff " which the wind driveth away.** 

But divine truth, or the truth of God, constitutes the true glory of 
man, without which all the other forms of truth are trivial and useless; 
and wherever this is unknown there " darkness covers the earth, and 
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gross darkness the mrnds c^ the people." Without this, oreati<m is a 
blank, knowledge a delusion, and life itself a curse. And this truth 
centres exclusiTely in Christ^ who standing at the head of all the dis- 
pensations of Grod, is most emphatically, '' the way, the truth, and 
the life." Hence, all holy Scripture is intended to reveal him, to illus^ 
trate his character and government, and to exhibit to the believing 
mind '< the truth as it is in Jesus." The Bible can have no other 
mission, scope, or purpose ; but in fulfilling this high and noble mission, 
** the testimony of Jesus" becomes of necessity, the very ** spirit of pro- 
phecy." 

As an immediate consequence of this " the testimony of Jesus " is 
the infaUible judge of all tenets, doctrines, creeds, and sects; and 
they stand or fall just as they agree or disagree with this all-perfect 
criterion. The Sabellian, the Arian, the Pelagian, and the com- 
promising semi-Pelagian, with all their heresies, and pride, must 
alike bow to "the law and the testimony." No favour must be 
E^own them, no partiality, and no reserve. This has been the 
spirit of these papers, and will be their guiding rule in exposing the 
Sects and Hermes of the Christian Church. 

Oassian, an oriental, who belonged to a monastery at Marseilles, was 
was the founder of the Semi-Pelagians. He laboured chiefly in the south 
of France, about a.d. 428, and afterwards, he taught his doctrines with 
very considerable success. His system was a compromise between the low 
sentiments of Pelagius on the one side, and the higher ones of Augustine 
on the other. It was a "go-between," a compound, that assumed to prove 
that salvation was partly of man and partly of God, but that it was not 
the work exclusively of one or the oiJier, since each helped the other to 
do what neither of them could do alone. He differed from Pelagius in 
admitting the total depravity of man, and he equally differed from Aug- 
ustine by denying the scriptural doctrine of free and sovereign grace; 
He aimed in this compromising way to unite fiee-will and free- grace in 
the work of human redemption; but the mixture only served to show how 
ridiculous a man becomes when he volunteers a service to which human 
powers are evidently unequal. Compromises in divinity can never 
succeed. Baxterianism in a past age, and " Hintonianism" in the present 
one, have miserably failed, yet these are about the best modem success- 
ors of the ancient Semi-Pelagianism of Cassian. The truth is, there 
can be no midway station between free-grace and free-will ; it must be 
"yea" or '* nay ;" and any attempt to unite principles so directly the 
reverse of each other, can but prove the absurdity and utter folly of 
pretending to explain what God has not taught. Man's true place is 
stibmission ; but when he assumes to measure the government of the 
free- grace of God by his own narrow logic, he but proclaims himself to 
be, in apostolic language, "a fool." 1 Cor. iii. 18. 

In supporting his feeble system, Cassian propounded the following 
as its more prominent doctrines : — 

1st. That God did not dispense His grace to one more than another in 
consequence of an absolute decree, but was willing to save all men, if they 
complied with the terms of His Gospel — 2nd. That Cbrist died for all 
men. 3rd. That the grace purchased by Christ, and necessary to salvation, 
was offered to all men. — 4th. That man,- b^re Wreeeiyed^ grace, was capable 
of faith and holy desires. ^ — 5th. That man bom free, was consequently capable 
of resisting the influences of grace, or of complying with its suggestions. 
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This singular creed cannot be allowed to pass without one or two 
direct strictures; First, that having avowed his belief in the total 
depravity of our race, Cassian contradicted himself in the fourth of the 
above points by asserting that man, before he received gracCy was capable 
of gracious acts. According to his own showing the state " before he 
received grace," was one of utter depravity ; but how could such a poisoned 
soil produce spontaneously the plants of heavenly grace 1 '' Who can. 
bring a clean thing out of an unclean f Or, '* Do men gather 
grapes of thorns, or figs of thistles V Yet, according to this semi-Pela- 
gian, all this must follow even before depraved man has received grace; and 
without aid from above he is found '^ capable of faith and holy desires !" 
Language can scarcely be too strong in condemnation of a system so 
utterly absurd ! Second. That in the exact proportion that the above 
creed awards power to man, it equally deprives divine grace of all that 
is special in the great work of salvation. In the same degree that it 
honours man, it dishonours God, For in this scheme, there can be no 
settled purpose or design, and almighty grace is reduced to a mwe con- 
tingency that may be frustrated, foiled, and defeated, it is not allowed 
to have a definite object, or anything approaching to a positive result, 
such as would become the blessed God in every undertaking to which He 
applies His power. Of this He is deprived by the semi-Pelagian spoiler, 
and His most precious work in the redemption of His church, for 
which He formed the eternal council, and gave His only begotten Son 
is thus degraded to a miserable uncertainty, that may possibly iflsue 
in permitting Satan himself to gloat over the the spoils of a defeated 
salvation ! But shall this ever be, shall the word of the Lord ever 
return to Him void, and proclaim to an alarmed universe that it has 
failed to prosper in the thing whereto he sent it ? All that is sacred, true, 
and faithful in the Gospel of our God, combine to say,- no ! never 1 
The decree of the great itedeemer has already gone forth, ^^ Hemen and 
earth shall pa^s away, but my word shall not pass awayf* 

This vagrant system was condemned by a Synod held at Orange, 
in A.D. 520, and afterwards by another held at Kome. It wandered about 
Europe for a considerable period, but isiiled to secure any general support ; 
and it finally withdrew into obscure comei^ where ignorance of more 
scriptural principles afforded it a secret shelter. In some such retreats, 
it may yet be discovered, but its practical extinction proves decisively 
that it is wholly futile to attempt a compromise between free-will and 
free-grace. All such compounds are vain, and onl^r show how much 
poor, feeble man is given to *' meddling'' in things above his reach. Far 
better and safer would it be to him and to the church, were, he to admit 
that the all-wise, all-merciful God has & sacred claim to '^ a renmant, 
according to the election of grace." Far more to his honour would it 
be to believe that men are elected " according to the fore-knowledge 
of God the Father," and by His special grace '^ given unto us in 
Christ Jesus before the world began,"- than foolishly to contend that 
Tnen elect themselves / Of all the empty schemes of man's devising, this 
semi-Pelagianism supplies the most sorrowful proof, that, ^' vain man. 
would be wiscj though man be bom like a. wild ass's c(dt" 

(No 5, on Episcopacy J in our neant. 
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NOTTINGHAM AND MR. E. J. 

SILVERTON. 
Your short notice of as in the *' Earthen 
Vessel," for September, seems to call for 
more minute details. In giving these, for 
the sake of brevity, it may be needful to 
ose the terms Baptist, Huntingtonian, 
Independent, ' &c. You allude to the 
ministerial supplies chiefly of the *' Stand- 
ard " type long connected, with the late 
esteemed lady, Lucy Smith, who for a 
series of years have preached to us the 
word of life under her patronage and 
Huntingtonian arrangements. The sub- 
ject of believf^rs' baptism, dear to these 
ministers at home, was always known to 
be unpalatable in their ministry here, 
and we rarely heard it touched upon in 
the pulpit. Comments hare been fre- 
quently made, and causes assigned by the 
Baptist portion of hearers, and on the part 
of the opponents of Christ's ordinance, 
there has before now been unmistakeable 
signs of displeasure towards some who 
have ventured on the tender ground. The 
ministers themselves have been ^Uy em-' 
ployed by their patrons while here, which 
may partly account for the lack of anv 
attempt on their part to fraternize with 
the baptized, or to attempt at gathering a 
Baptist church in Nottingham. Since 
the present movement has commenced, we 
have heard (even here) one speaking in 
such a way in reference to the precepts as 
we fear would be termed " legal," ne- 
vertheless Deeded earlier as now, and 
doubtless apostolical, though not quite 
Huntingtonian. We know not that the 
above arrangements under patronage have 
resulted in much, certainly not in the 
present movement. There is in Notting- 
ham an Independent church of the old 
doctrinal type, which contained several 
baptized members, these in consequence 
were somewhat in^or in position to their 
Independent brethren. Here, too, the late 
pastor took his own pen, and other writers' 
matter, and rushed into print to his own 
detriment and no one else*B profit, against 
baptism by immersion, this production 
died soon after birth, and will never rise 
again. The church became again low, 
snd finally its champion fled. Since the 
church has been without a pastor, lacking 
acceptable Independent- supplies, it has 
had reconrse to the Baptists, several of 
whose ministers have supplied the pulpit. 
Amongst these, Mr. E. J. SiWerton, one 



Lord's-day in the spring. His preaching 
proved eminently acceptable to all the 
brethren, and they were warmly drawn 
towards his ministry ; a second visit was 
urged and arranged for two Lord*8-days 
in June, and many expressions of attach- 
ment were manifested. Meantime a rather 
talented and doctrinal voung student from 
the Independent College supplied the 
pulpit^ and negotiations were commenced 
resulting in an invitation to him and his 
acceptance of the pastorate. Mr. Silver- 
ton's second visit was more warmly appre- 
ciated than before, and so soon as it be- 
came known that he was likely to leave 
Trinity chapel, London, several became 
anxious to secure his services and co-ope- 
ration in an attempt to form a long neeaed 
Baptist interest here, and especially as the 
trust deeds of the Independent chapel 
predestinated that no Baptist should be- 
come pastor at Sion. These Baptists and 
others clune to him, and the prospect of 
success onfy urged them the more, and 
considering the contracting tendency of 
patronage, funds for a commencement 
were forthcominii; beyond expectation 
spontaneously. The lar^e chapel in Park 
TQy^ being unoccupied, it was forthwith 
engaged, and the rent paid for three 
months as a trial. This done, after much 
prayer, and as it now seems in answer to 
many former prayers, the work was com- 
menced, and Mr. Silverton threw himself 
into it, and upon the Lord for support. 
For the time the congregations have been 
numerous, and the means beyond what 
were expected. The liberality of friends 
at once surprised and encouraged us to 
proceed. Various circumstances have 
arisen and continue to arise to farther the 
cause ; of course we have the old hack- 
neyed cries, such as '* Don't be in a 
hurry," " Wait a little longer," " Mind 
what you are doing," *' It's not the right 
time nor yet the-rignt persons," "Not even 
the right spirit," &c., &c ; as if a quarter 
of a century under patronage without 
church ordinances was either right or 
apostolical. The Independents, too, 
were not suited by many leaving them in 
hageB of finding a more scriptural home 
with us. Some of these yet remained as 
teachera in the school ; these have been 
expelled by th,e> new minister without 
leave of remonstrance— others followed 
these, and now we are urged to form a 
Sunday school, which we are about to do 
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as a necessity, earlier than we could have 
done but for this unexpected ebullition of 
Independent choler. We hope and believe 
"Mi. S. J. Silverton will be quietly and 
permanently sustained amongst us, as 
well as over us in the Lord. If others 
quarrel, oh! Lord, let peace and truth 
reign amongst us ; and our Jwish is that 
others also may aim at^ and attain pros- 
perity, rather than seek to impede us in 
our attempt to supply a maniibst lack in 
Nottingham. Mr. Silverton having tiJcen 
a house in Oastle Gate, will shortly reside 
amongst us, and our prayer is for his soul's 
fhiitfulness in the things and truths of 
Ood, and our spiritual fruitfulness and 
establishment under his ministry. And 
the Lord himself work in the midst of 
us, even the Holy Spirit the regenerator 
and comforter of Israel. The weight will 
lie heavily on us, many are poor, yet wil- 
ling ; we crave help of the Lord's people, 
and 'it mav be some at a distance will 
gladly help us, if so, our finend Mr. 
Samuel Peach, OoUin street, or Mr. E. J. 
Silverton, Castle Gate, will gladlv receive 
and thankfolly acknowledge such timely 
aid for the furthering of the only Baptist 
cause in this large town and lociuity, 
holding the truths of God's sovereignty 
in election, and eternal salvation of all 
the subjects of the grace of God, afore 
ovdained to eternal life through iaith in 
Christ JesuBf to final perseverance and 
glorification. We are of no party, we 
used to hear the term ** Vbssil' man " ap- 
plied in contempt to some of the excellent 
of the earth, latterly we have heard lesis 
of that, and it may be some who do no- 
thing themselves, are more unwilling than 
heretofore to stand in the way of, or hinder 
others in a work which may be of God, if 
not Huntingtonian or Independent. W^ 
have before now heard it candidly ad- 
mitted by some of the former, that " If 
ISi, Huntington or Mr. Chamberlain had 
said we were to be baptised by immersion 
in water, we should have certainly been 
80 baptised," that is their idea of obedi- 
ence. We hope they and we may be led 
simply to obey the Master Christ in this 
and other' matters, rather than the ser- 
vants William and Joseph. Obedience to 
the latter has long *'genderedto bonda0;e,'* 
whilst obedience to the former with a 
knowledge of the truth maketh '' free in- 
deed.** God verily seemeth to have a 
controversy here with those who choose 
to abide more by man's trust deeds and 
maxifns, than the oft contemned but never 
refuted command of Christ Jesus, who 
still saith, '•'If ye love fn$ ketfp my com- 
mandments." 

N.B.— Mr. E. J. Siiverton's femily now 
reside at No. 38, Castle Gate, Nottingham. 



THE AGED PILGRIMS' NEW 
ASYLUM. 

THK THIRD A5NIVSBSASY OF THX SURKET 
TABEBNACLE. 

The third anniversary of the opening 
of the Surrey Tabemade, was commAmo- 
rated on Monday, Sep. 21st, 1868. In 
the afternoon, a very masterly discoorse 
was delivered by the pastor of the church, 
to a numerous and attentive congregation. 
Tea was afterward served to a large 
number of friends, who appeared to ap- 
preciate the good things thus provided foe 
Uiem. 

In the evening, a public meeting \ras 
held. Mr.WiUiamBeach(ofChelmsfozd) 
presided. After sin^g, and prayer be- 
ing offered by Mr. Thomas Stringer, the 
Chairman, in opening the proceeding, 
pointed out the object the meeting had in 
view, to assist the fund now being raised 
to ereeta New Asylum for aged pilgrims. 
The object had his hearty sympa&y. He 
was glad to meet such a large company, 
and as he knew their hearts were in the 
work, the result of the meeting would be 
ail that could be desired by its most 
earnest friends. Their previous labours 
on behalf of tJ^e society were worthy of 
all praise, and were a guarantee for future 
efforts. Mr. Edward Butt followed the 
Chaimum, and gave the meeting some 
ezplanatioa as to the working of the so- 
ciety ; and also some pleasing remarks as 
to their position as a Church and people. 
As to the Society and its work. Perhaps 
for distinction we had better say there are 
three societies : there is the Aged Pilgrims' 
Friend Society, the object of which is to 
give pensions to poor Christians at their 
own dwelluigs ; these pensions commence 
at 4s. per month ; the next step higher 
ia 8s. 9d. per month (five guineas per 
year) ; and the highest pension is double 
that amount ; and Mr. Butt assured tJie 
meeting from personal experience, he 
knew many who considered when they 
had been placed on the ten guineas list, 
they Looked upon it as a little fortune, 
TfajB second branch was the Asylum at 
Camberwell, where forty pensons were 
comfortably housed, and takencare of. The 
third bcandi,»and now an important one, 
and needing energetic and prompt aid- 
was the proposed new a^^^m at Homsey, 
not yet commenced. This new " House 
for the pilgrims ** was proposed to ac- 
commodate uon. eighi^ to one hundred 
parsons. The anund was purchase 
some portion of the pusehase money hav- 
ing been borrowed bj the committee^ who 
needed about ilOOO before the founds- 



Oct 1,186a 



AJSJ^D CHJRISTlAir JRBGOBD. 



311 



tioD stone ootdd be laid ; and Mr. Btttt 
made a strong appeal to the chnrdbee "np 
and down London,** at once to throw on 
the lethargy that had existed towards this 
Soeietj, and gatiier the amount required. 
For fifteen years the Surrey Tabernacle 
AnziliaET had existed, and during that 
period they had paid to the parent so- 
ciety ;£2,630. Last year they contributed 
i214 178. Turning to the subject of 
th^ position as a Qiurch, Mr. Butt, in 
becominff terms, acknowledged the Lord's 
ooDtinuea goodness to them. In the early 
part of the year, the pastor's health was 
unpaired, and caused considerable an- 
xiety, but that anxiety was remoTcd, he 
was thankful to say, by the establishment 
of Mr. Wells' health. The word preached 
was still working in their midst : sinners 
were converted ; saints were comforted, 
and established, and were rejoicing ; and 
many prooft of a great work going on in 
their midst were manifest The Lord had 
done great things for them, whereof they 
were glad. 

At the conclusion of Mr. Butt's address 
(which was well receiyed), John Bunyan 
McCure read, and the people sang, 

** Now let the feeble all be strong," &o. 
Mr. Thomas Jones then gare a pleasing 
address on " The Aged Pilgrim and a 
review of his Life." They were " strangers 
and pilgrims ;" not strangers to the plague 
of their own heart ; nor strangers to the 
One who alone could remove that plague : 
but strangers to the world — they were not 
attached to it, but longed to leave it. 
They were ''pilgrims," ttiat is those who 
are on a journey ; moving slowly onwards. 
"Aged pilgrims," intimating they were a 
good while on ttieir journey. It is often 
asked. Why are they kept solon^on their 
journey? And one reason assigned by 
the speaker wasjto give an opportunity to 
those who were able to shew their kind- 
ness and Christian sympathy toward their 
poorer brethren. Mr. Jones closed by 
remaiidng that he hoped Ithe example set 
by this Church would be followed by other 
churches of truth. 

Mr. Wale, of Blackheath, spoke of the 
"Aged Pilgrim and his Unchanging 
Priend," in a well arranged address, full 
of thouf^t and Christian experience. We 
had a description of the pilgrim starting 
on hia journey; the company he kept; 
his entering the valley, and his being pre- 
sented faultless before his Father's throne 
by his Unchanging Friend ! 

The pastor, Mr. Wells, said he was to 
say a word in favour of the new asylum, 
and about the collection. He hoped when 
they bvilt the new Asylum, they would 
build it respectably ; he trusted such a 
noble object would be well and efficiently 



carried out. At the Camberwell AsylunI 
the place was more like a prison— dark, 
dull, and gloomy. Let the new building 
be arranged in rows, with pood light, and 
open space, so that the inmates might 
enjoy the fresh air, and also the light of 
heaven. In a cheerfal and agreeable 
manner, with a somewhat happy illustra- 
tion drawn from his connection with the 
Ladies' Dorcas Society, Mr. Wells showed 
how important it was to do whatever we 
undertake in a respectable manner, so as 
to create in the recipients of our bounty 
a measure of self-respect. He had always 
felt the deepest interest in the institution, 
and he hoped soon now to see the new 
asylum proceeded with. The matter ap- 
peared to him to stand something l&e 
this. The late Mr. Box (whose name he 
sometimes thought began with an *' F" in- 
stead of " B *'), a warm and hearty sup- 
porter of the Aged Pilgrims, left them 
£10,000 towards the new building, but it 
was with certain restrictions: such as the 
^und must be purchased, and the founda- 
tion got in, before one farthine of this- 
money could be touched. Dom)tless, it 
was a wise provision, for it was a condi- 
tion that compelled others to give as well 
as our friend Box; and he r^dly should 
now like to see the Churches of truth 
generally take up the matter with energy 
and spirit, so that the building might oe 
speedOy raised. 

Mr. McCure's subject was " The Aged 
Pilgrim Anticipating Home;" a subject 
that appeared somewhat appropriate to 
Mr. McCure's position who is now antici- 
pating his return home tio his Church and 
family. 

The collection having been madC; it wae 
announced that the total proceeds, in- 
cluding the collections on Sunday, and a 
handsome donation from the Chairman, 
amount to £121. 12b. The statement 
was warmly received by the fHends. 

Mr. Thomas Stringer moved, and Mr. 
Carr seconded a vote of thanks to the 
Chairman, which was acknowledged in a 
few appropriate words. A few verses were 
sung, l3ie raster pronounced the benedic- 
tion, and the meeting, which, for good 
feeling and spirit, never flagged for a mo- 
ment, was then brought to a dose. 

Mr. Butt announced that McCure'e 
£&rewell meeting would be held there* 
on the 17th of l^ember. 

Mr. McCure will deliver his Lecture on 
AustraUa^ on behalf of the Aged Pilgrims' 
Society, in Camberwell Hall, G-rove lane, 
Camberwell, on Tuesday evening, Cctober 
27th, at 7 o'clock. 

Mr. McCttse will also lecture in aid of 
the Protestant Blind SocielT^, in Borough 
road chapel, on Monday evening, Nov. 2. 
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TO THE OHUBCH AND OONQRE- 
GATION WOESHIPPING IN THE 
BAPTIST CHAPEL, OASTLEREAGa 
STREET, SYDNEY, AND TO ALL 
THE FRIENDS OP CHRIST AND 
TRUTH, SCATTERED THROUGH- 
OUT THE COLONIES OP AUSTRA- 
LASIA. 

'* Grace unto you, and peace be multiplied. 
Ebenezer: hitherto hath the Lord 
lielped me.*' X will therefore mention the 
loTing-kindness of the Lord, and the 
praises of the Lord, according to all that 
the Lord hath bestowed on mo, and shall 
continue my report of work and labour 
done in the cause in which I am engaged, 
and the success grwted unto me of God. 

Brother Comfort, pastor of the Church 
worshipping in Behoboth chapel, Tun- 
bridge Wells, with his faithful deacons, 
most kindly engaged the Town Hall for 
me to deliver my lecture a second time in 
that town. 

On Wednesday, August 19th. — Through 
ihe tender mercies of my ever gracious 
Master, I arrived once more in ihait very 
beautiful Tun bridge Wells, and was re- 
ceived most kindly and lovingly at the 
house of brother and sister ^hby. In 
the evening, to a hall nearly fiUed, I 
lectured for near two hours ; the people 
Ustened with attention, and I am inlormed 
with profit. 

Thursday, 20th. — I preached in the 
chapel, and through the power of the 
Holy Ghost, the word had free course, and 
many heard the word with joy, and Re- 
ceived it as the word of God. The collec- 
tion amounted to ^6. One dear old saint 
I saw while at the Wells. She said to 
me, ** Do you remember preaching in Mr. 
H. Carres drawing room twenty years ago, 
from the words, * 1 have laid help upon 
one that is mighty,' God blest that «ermon 
to my soul, and it has been a blessing to 
me ever since; the Lord be praised that I 
am favoured to see you once more, and 
that we can sav that through the help laid 
upon our mighty Jesus, we continue to 
this present." 

Saturday, 22nd. — ^I arrived once more 
in Brighton, and was received with hearty 
welcome by my old friends, brother and 
sister H. Carr. 

LordVday, 23rd. — It was arranged for 
XfiQ to preach in the Town Hall, Brighton, 
which I did morning and evening to a 
laij^e oonffr^;ation. I was happy and 
quite at nome while speaking of my 
" well-beloved ; " very many were the 
testimonies I received that the Lord blest 
the word. In the afremoon, I was re- 
quested to give an address to the Sunday 
school in connection with Bond street 



chapel, there was a large attendaaoe of 
scholars and teachers. iJber the addren, 
I was presented with 168. 4^, subscribed 
by the scholars, not for our diapel debt, 
but for our Sunday school in Sydney, as 
a token of their sympathy and earnest 
desire for its prosperity, and with a re- 
quest that I am to present it to our school 
myself in their name. 

Tuesday, 25th.— In the Town Hall, 
Brighton, I was once more &voured to 
lecture upon Australian Beminiscencee; 
the hall was full. Brother Glaskin took 
the chair, and spoke kindly. During the 
address I exposed the Cross mama which 
is raging throughout this country, not only 
in the Popish Protestant Church, bat 
among Nonconformists ; many I^testant 
ladies and gentlemen, and their children 
are wearing that Popish relic, the mark of 
the beast I am thankful for the oj^por- 
tunity I have of exposing these things. 
Popery in all phases. Borne F^testant,88 
well as Rome Papal ; yes, and alas ! Rome 
Nonconformist! I am thankAil to God 
that my efifort has been crowned with 
success, many eyes have been opened, and 
very many ladies have taken o£f the Popish 
cross, and some have given them to me, 
thanking me for opening their eyes in 
relation to those works of the Jesmts, in« 
trodaced in order to influence the minds 
of the rising generation in favou of 
Popeiy. I have now eight cbossis given 
to me by ladies who have come to my 
lectures, and who were not aware until 
then, that they were under the inflaence 
of Jesuits who are more treacherous than 
a serpent in the grass. I have no donbt 
that I shall obtain more Cross trophies 
before my work is done here, for 1 am 
determined to expose it wherever I go. 
The proceeds of the collection in tne 
Town Hall amounted to ^£18 58. 3d. 

Wednesday evening, 26th. — ^In Bond 
street Baptist chapel I preached my fare- 
well sermon for Brighton. The attendance 
was large, and the Lord was with la. 
The sympathy of the pastor and friends 
of that church I shall ever remember, 
praying that the Lord may bless them 
indeed. 

Thursday, 27th.— By the afternoon 
train . I proceeded to Hastings, snd 
preached m the Baptist chapu, once 
named the Tabernacle, but now the Salem 
chapel. As a consequence of the word 
preached finding its way into the hearts 
of the people, their hands were opened 
to give, and they did give a good collec- 
tion, which amounted to £S Is. 7^ Ths 
pastor of the church, brother Adams, was 
very pleased to see and to hear me once 
more, and how delighted I was to knov 



Oct 1,186& 



AND CBBiariAN KEOORD. 



318 



that the Lord had blessed my ministry to 
him nearly eighteen years ago. The fol- 
lowing extracts from his letter to me will 
speak for itself : — ** I haTe now another 
matter I wish to say a word about, which 
indeed is at the bottom of the interest I 
am tiding in your affair. You will be 
surprised to learn that you were the 
first minister that I ever became really 
attached to for the Gospel's sake. Yon 
were not instrumental in my conversion 
nor my full deliverance, but your ministry 
was instrumental in discovering the life 
he first ^ave. This was at New Mill, 
Tring, which is my native town. About 
the time when you commenced your en- 
gagements there, one Lord's-day afUr- 
noon, just at the time I was thinking 
about * giving it idl up,' you were led to 
preach a sermon, taking these words for 
your text, * What will ve do in the day of 
Tisitation ?' That wa^he first sermon I 
had ever heard with divine power. Your 
prayers, also, especially in the evening in 
the Tabernacle were blessed to me ; I be- 
lieve no one crieved over your leaving 
Tring as 1 did, and when you went to 
Australia I gave up all hope of ever seeing 
you in this world. How surprising and 
strange that we should meet after so many 
years and under the circumstances that 
we anticipate. I feel very anxious that 
your testimony may be acceptable to my 
people. . May the Lord give you a portion 
of his word, and enable you to preach with 
an unction from the Holy One.*' 

Friday, 28th,— Prom Hastings I pro- 
ceeded to Winchelsea, and lectured in the 
Town HfiU. . Gapt. Stileman took the 
chair, and spoke wdl and kindly on my 
behalf. Dr. Skinner, Mayorof WincheUea 
and brother Gill, pastor of the Baptist 
church. Rye, proposed and seconded a 
vote of thanks, which I did not desire, but 
it spoke the kindly feeling of sympathy 
and interest that was felt for me in Win- 
chelsea. The collection was £3 IQs. 

Saturday, 29th. — I called upon the Rev. 
J. J. West, the ft?ee grace rector of Win- 
chelsea, who received me most brotherly^ 
gave me 58. and his carte de visite. I 
likewise visited his church. The follow- 
ing brief description of the town and 
church may be interesting, the ancient 
Winchelsea was destroyed by storm and 
inundiatton described in the following 
terms : — " In the month of October, in the 
year 1250, the moon being in her prime, 
the sea passed her accustomed bounda- 
riee, flowing twice without ebb, and made 
« noise that it was heard a great way in- 
land, not without the astomshment of the 
oldest man who heard it. Besides this, 
at dark of nic^t, the sea seemed to be a 



light-fire, and to bum, insomuch that it 
was past the mariner's skill to save the 
ships ; and to omit others, at a place called 
Hucklebnm (probably Eastbourne), three 
noble ships were swallowed up by the 
violent risins of the waves, and were lost ; 
and at Windhelsea, a certain haven east- 
ward, beside cottages for salt, fishermens* 
huts, bridges and mills, above 300 houses, 
by the violent rising of the waves, were 
drowned. It is probable that at thia 
inundation Bromhiil church was lost, and 
did other greater damage by land, and 
stiU greater by sea ; and especially at the 
port of Winchelsea, which is of such use 
to England, and above all, to the inhabi- 
tants of London/' The present town of 
Winchelsea is beautifidly Eittuated on the 
top of a steep hill, commanding a fine 
view of the surrounding country and sea. 
In the midst of a large grave jwA standa 
the church of St. Thomas, wherein the 
Rev. J. J. West has preached the Gospel 
of Ghrist for more than forty years. On 
the outside of the churehyara stands a 
large tree, under the shade of which Joha 
Wesley preached his last sermon in the 
open air. The church of 8t, Thomas was 
built between 1288 and 1292. It wae 
originally dedicated to St. Thomaa 
a'Becket, the choir and chancel with some 
portion of the transept alone remain ; the 
choir is in length from east to west 56 by 
28 feet The south aisle, formed the 
chapel of St Nicholas, and wherein wae 
situated the Alard Cluuitry, is 20 teet 
wide, and the north aisle formed the 
chapel ,of the blessed Mary is 18 ■ feet 
6 inches wide. In the choir is a slab, 
formerly inlaid with a cross, which has 
long disappeared ; the stone has the in^ 
dent of a fienrid cross; the following 
marginal inscription remain, each letter 
being indented separately. The following 
ua copy :— 'Reynaud Alard, who died 
the 15th day of April, a.d. 1354, God on 
his soul have mercy. Whoever shall 
pray for his soul shall have 50 days of 
pardon.' On another stone I copied the 
loUowing : — ' Here lyeth ye body of Mar- 
geret lomen, late wife of lermy lorden, of 
Winchelsea, who liadisve by him 3 daugh- 
ters; Margret Alse, and Matha. Shee 
departed (£is life the 2nd of April, 1636^ 
aetatis sues 63.' 

**'Tis not (deare aainot) a stone can deck thy 

hearse. 
Or can thy worth lodge in a narrow verse. 
Nu (pious matron), tms engraver's breath, 
Is not to speak thy life, but weepe thy deaths 
And is here laid by the ingenious trust 
Of a Mid husband, in honour of thy dust.' 

By the afternoon's train I proceeded to 
Ashford, from thence to Canterbury. X 
then walked four miles ; arrived in Stuny» 
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and was kindlv leceiyed and entertaanad 
by brother Baker and his good wife. 

Lord's-day, 30th. — ^I preached three 
times in the Baptist chapel, and lectured 
in the same place on Monday, Slat. The 
chapel each time was full of trnth-loving 
admirers of Christ. The doctrines of our 
covenant God did indeed drop as the 
nun upon the souls of his dear children, 
who were made joyful in the house of 
I«ayer. I am told by many that those 
days will never be f oreotten, bee&use the 
Lord blessed the word and caused it to 
be in power unto many. I was astonished 
when brother Baker handed to me a 
purse containing the proceeds of the col- 
lection, ;£14 Is. Id. We were all con- 
strained to say, ''What hath Ood 
wrought,*' I was very very much at 
borne with the dear people, and delighted 
to see thA faees of so many whom I had 
Imown eighteen or twenty years ago. One 
whom I had known when at Hadk)w was 
present, and informed ma that a sermon 
I preached eighteen yeais ago, from the 
words, '* The great day of liis wrath is 
come, and who will be able to stand?" 
was the means of her conversion. I was 
delighted to know of it, and to see my 
dear sister walking in the truth, rejoicing 
in Christ Jesus, having no confidence in 
the flesh. 

While at Sturry I saw brother Forster, 
who has been alueted for 18 years, lying 
on his back, but resting upon the arm of his 
beloved, while afflicted m body he is well 
in soul, rcrjoicing in hope of the glory of 
God. If you want to see a dear saint 
joyful in tribulation, go to brother Forster, 
«nd then you will see the grace of God 
in its sustaining and 6bd glorifying 
power. When you go to see him, do not 
only look sympathy and talk sympathy, 
but practise sympathy, remembering the 
words of the Lord, " Fovasmuch as ye 
have done it unto one of the least of my 
brethren, ye have done it unto me." 

On Tuesday, September 1st. — I arrived 
once more at the residence of my very 
dear friends, brother and sister E. Oarr, 
in Warm Harbour lane, Oamberwell, who 
have been a great help and comfort to 
me ; ''I was sick and uiey visited me, I 
was a stranger and they took me in.*' I 
pray that the Lord will reward them ; I 
am sure that he will, for he hath said, 
^ Ye have done it unto me, in doing it unto 
my brethren," and I do believe that I am 
one of Christ's brethren, and they have 
done it unto me as such, and while en- 
^t^ed on the King's business. Having 
a few days to spare, I have revised for 
the press an Auto-biographical history of 
my life, or the Lord's most gracious deal- 



ing with me, which will be pubHshod ate 
the farewell meeting. 

Saturday, 6th, I arrived in Chatham. 
On Lord's-day, 6th, I preached morning 
' and evening and administered the Lord's 
supper in £non Baptist chapeL On Mon- 
day 7th, I lectured to a diapel foil o! 
people, for two hours and a half, and met 
with many instanses that my visit was 
blest of God. Thecollection was ^l8.C|d. 
While in Chatham I saw an afflicted child 
of God, who had been confined to her bed 
for some time. She told me that twent|r- 
two years ago she heard me preach in 
Gravesend from the words, " Oh my dove 
that art in the clefts of the rocks," &e., 
which sermon God blest to her ; it is won- 
derful the number of souls I am reaping 
in, which I should never have heard of 
but for my visit to this honored land. 

Tuesday, 8th.-^I arrived in Sheemen 
by steamer, and lectured in the Baptist 
chapel, was most kindly received hv the 
friends. The cause is low, the people did 
what they could, and I was thankful for 
the amount, £1 lOs. 5^, because it was 
an expression of ^eir ^rmpaUiy. After 
the lecture a military officer came to me 
and gave me 10s., and said that he vas 
present and heard me preach on board the 
White Star ship in Syaney, and was like- 
wise present when I preached in the 
Theatre, and that God had blessed those 
sermons to his soul. 

Wednesday, 9th.— Up at six o'clock, 
left Sheemess for London, tlience to Wim- 
bledon, arrived in time, and preached the 
anniversary sermon afternoon and evenings 
Zoar chapel was crowded; the pastor, 
brother Snow, most kindly arranged that 
the proceeds of collection be divided, half 
to the Svdney cause, and half to theiifl. 
Although I arrived at Wimbledon more 
fit to go to bed than into a pulpit, yet was 
I strengthened above all that I could ask 
or think, and was greatly blessed by the 
Lord in my soul. I arrived home -in Cold 
Harbour lane by twelve o'clock, not half 
so tired as I was in the morning. "As ^S 
day thy atrengfth shall be." The amount 
collected was ^10 2s., leaiving lor each 
cause £5 Is. 

Thursday, 10th.— I was favoured to 
lecture in the Independent chapel. Com- 
mercial road, where the late Mr. G. Bay- 
field preached for many years. The'pre- 
sent pastor of the church, brother Franks 
(a free grace man), most kindly took the 
chair. The chapel was full, and I felt to 
be full of the goodness of the Lord. I 
was well received, and was truly thankful 
to the Lord for favouring me. The coll«^ 
tion was £5. 
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Safcorday^ 12th.— I arrived in Snodland, 
in Kent ; most kindly received by bzothar 
Sayner, and his kind wife, who obtained 
the 086 of the Independent chapel for me 
to preach in. 

LordVday, 13th.— In the Independent 
chapel I was helped by my ever gracious 
Lord to preach in the morning to a chapel 
MI, but in the evening it was crowded ia 
every part. It was delightful to behold 
in Snodland, where the truth is not fully 
preached, such a gathering oi people who 
Hstened with profound attention while the 
whole counsel of Qod was proclaimed in 
their midst. In the afternoon I went to 
Byarsh, and spoke from the.words, " The 
Lord their God shall save them." Brother 
Jull, the pastor of the church, adminis- 
tered the Lord's 'supper ; the chapel was 
full, and the people appeared to me to be 
happy and at nome in the Lord's house. 
We had tea in the vestry, after which 
brother Jail and fifteen mends then ac- 
companied me to Snodland in a yan, for 
the evening eervioe, having closed their 
own place of worship. I am very thank* 
fill to the Lord for this day, the opportn* 
nity I have had of preaching the truth 
in that place. At the c&se of the 
evening service a man came up to me and 
8aid,do you remember preaching in Meop- 
ham Baptist chapel seventeen years ago, 
firom the wordfl, ** Now unto him that ia 
able to keep yonTfrom falling," — ^that was 
the first sermon I ever heard with power, 
it was the means of delivering my soul 
from death. I am thankful in having 
this opportunity of seeing and hearing you 
once more. 

Monday, 14th. — The large school room 
was crowaed. For over two hours I i^ke 
to a most attentive congregation. While 
I exposed the Crosses there were several 
ladies present who were wearing the mark 
of the beast, but took them off while 
I was speaking. The amount collected 
was £7 12s. 3id. 

After the lecture a soldier came to me, 
and shook, hands vezy warmly and said, 
** I am glad to see you once more ; I heard 
you preach when you were at \¥arboy8, 
and that sermon yon preaehed from, 
* What think ye of- Christ ?' I have never 
forgotten, it has followed me ever since. 
I felt constrained to come over from 
Chatham to hear you once more.*' I was 
obliged to hurry off to the Bailway sta- 
tion ; arrived at Camberwell at half-past 
twelve o'clock. 

Tuesday, 15th. — ^Left London by the 

nine o'clock train, arrived in Cheltenham, 

14 miles, by one o'clock. At three 

o'clock I preached in the Town Hall to 

about 100 people ; at seven o'cJ/^'^k com 



menced my lecture; there were about 
1,000 persons present, who received me 
with demonstrations of applause. Al- 
tiiough the collection was but sn^aU, 
£3 68., I am thankful for the opportunity 
I have had of exposing that monster 
Popery in Cheltenham, which was well 
received by the people, many thanking 
me as they passed out of the hall. Three 
ladies came up to me and said, ''You 
have ho idea the amount of good that you 
will be the means of doing by lecturing 
as you have done to-iiight, upon the won- 
ders of divine providence, and the awful 
exposure of the Jesuits ; we thank you for 
exposing those Popish relics — the crosses 
— surely Protestant ladies who have 
heard you, will never again be seen with 
those P(^U8h emblems." 

Wednesday, l6th. — Brother Palmer, 
who is preaching in Bethel chapel, most 
kindly arranged for me to preach in the 
evening, and did all that he could to 
help me in relation to my mission in the 
town hall and in his own chapeL There 
was a good attendance in the chapel, I 
felt that the Lord was in our midst, and 
although the collecuonshave only covered 
my ezpenees, yet I am thankfid I have 
lectured and preaehed in Cheltenham, the 
Lord having blessed the word. I do believe 
that the seed sown will yet spring up ; the 
amount I received, after paying for the 
hall, Sdc., was £3 10s., to pay for bills and 
railway fares. 

Thursday, 17th, left Cheltenham by 7 
o'clock train for London. Lectured in the 
evening in brother Dickerson's chapel, 
who, I am sorry to say, has been very iU, 
but, through the mercy of the Lord ie 
now being restored ; he, therefore, was 
not able to take the chair. Samuel Harrie, 
Esq., was voted to the chair, and spoke 
very kindly on our behalf. It was a good 
meeting ; although very tired, having 
travell^ over three hundred miles, and 
preached and lectured eight times since 
Lord's-day morning, I was helped and 
strengthened according to my day, and 
spoke for two hours of the things I have 
deen the wonder-workiqg hand of God do. 
The collection was £7. I have just 
received a letter from my M friend and 
brother Felton, forwarding me 6s., with 
Christian sympathy and prayer to God on 
our behalf that he will bless us indeed. 
He is now seventy-six years old, has 
been blest and upheld as a faithful servant 
for many yean: the Lord still bleea 
him, according to that great promise, 
" And even to your old age I am He, and 
even to hoar hairs will I carry yon, I have 
made, and I will bear, even I will cany» 
and wiU deliver you." 
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It is arranged for me to leave England 
sometime at the latter end of November ; 
I shall therefore be able to fulfil idl my 
engagements that I have made for Oct. 
but shall not be able to accept of others 
than tboFe I now stand engaged for. In the 
November number of the Earthen Vxsssl 
I shall continue and finish the history of 
the Lord's goodness to me in relation to 
my work and mission to England. Up 
to date, I have paid into the hands of 
brother Butt, .£880. What hath God 
wrought ! The same as He has ever done 
and ever will do— divine faithfulness. 
Therefore trust in him at all times, ye 
people, pour out your hearts before him. 
uod is a refuse for us. Grace and peace 
be with you, has ever been the prayer of 
yours, for Christ's sake, 

John Buntah McCusb. 

1, Bucdeuch terrace, Gold Harbour 
lane, CamberwelL 

THE NEW PASTOR AND THE NEW 

PLATFORM IN THE LATE MR. 

JOHN STEVENS'S CHAPEL. 

f A kind and zealous correspondent has 
sent us the following report, from which it 
appears Salem is now arising, and hopes 
are entertained of her enjoying great pros- 
perity. ■ Good old John Stevens, and his 
friends, would hardly know Salem now.] 

Salem Chapel, Meabd's Coubt, Soho. 
—This place of worship has been closed 
for alterations, &C., and was, re-opened on 
the 6th of Sept The cause is aroused 
by the zeal of its new minister ; he is re- 
solved to keep paoAB with the progress of 
the times. It appears about jC200 have 
been expended in alterations and improve- 
ments. The ventilation has been remedied. 
Several new windows have been added ; the 
chapel presents a cheeriul appearance. The 
old fashioned pulpit is gone, to make way 
for the more modem plauorm ; the preacher 
is hereby brought down more among the 
people. Everything seems to have been 
done to make the place comfortable, and 
the newly chosen minister, under the divine 
blessing, can hardly fail to attract Mr. W. 
H. Ibberson is a young man of great pro- 
mise. With a mfud well stored, a heart 
full of love for souls, and a ready utterance, 
he arouses while he astonishes his spell- 
bound hearers. Much has been written of 
late as to the tediousness and unprofitable- 
ness of sermons. Neither of these charges 
can be laid to Mr. Ibberson. He preaches 
as if he were thoroughly in earnest, as if 
he believed in the power of the Gospel he 
declares. Those who hear him must bo 
convinced of his earnestness ; he seems to 
impress his audience with his own spirit of 
holy zeal, to inspire the iNreasts of the godly 
with a growing desire to be partakers with 
the saints in oliss, and to kindle in the 
hearts of smners a dread of the wrath to 



come. In his appeals to the unconverted, 
he is particularly solemn, and contends most 
decidedly for a practical godliness. Mr. 
Ibberson must not be measured by the 
standard which has been too rigidly ant up 
in our Strict Baptist pulpits; his line of 
thought and moae of expression are his 
own ; he follows no model but that of his 
divine, Master, and if strength be given 
him to continue to preach the Gospel with 
that range of intelligence, commaading 
eloquence, and loving spirit, (which he 
has hitherto) he must have a crowded 
chapel of sympathising listeners. The 
forty-fourth anmversary sermons of Salem 
were preached on Sunday the 20Ui, and 
the ordination services were held on the 
following Tuesday. Mr. Charles Hill, of 
Stoke Ash, Suffolk, Mr. Palmer, of Homer- 
ton, Mr. Alderson, of Walworth, Mr. Wil- 
kins, of Soho, and Mr. Dawson, of Bnry, 
took part in the proceedings. 



ENOWL HILL — Anniveraairy and 
thanksgiving meeting, held July 29th, 1868. 
Sermon in the afternoon by our dear 
brother Peirett, of Beading, and minister 
of Tately, from Acts xi. 28, speaking in a 
very animated manner of the dear disciple 
Barnabas, "Who when he saw the grace of 
God was glad" which our dear brother 
Paul planted m the church of Christ at 
Antioch, growing so that it caused many 
to believe, and turn to the Lord. We 
were enabled to take down our harps from 
the willows, and tune them to the praise 
and gloiy of our God. After which about 
fifty sat down to tea, served by the kindness 
of the good fiends, who have been highly 
favoured to do so for many years. It gave 
us great pleasure to have the company of 
our dear brother H. F. Griffin, pastor of 
Jireh chapel. City road, London, who 
opened the evening service with reading 
and prayer, and a few sublime, but solemn 
remarks on having been privileged to 
meet at a throne of grace with our dear 
brothers Webb and Mason, in bye-gone 
days, and truly we would say for 
him and with him, "The Lord hath 
done great things for us whereof we are 

flad." Our dear brother Pearce, pastor of 
'rovidence chapel. Beading, preiiched from 
Nahum L 7, givmg us a sound experimental 
discourse of thefaithful dealings of our God 
to his chosen peofde in all ages, dwelling 
very forcibly and pathetically on the very 
great deliverances the Lord has wrought 
out, for his people here under the most 
trying circumstances, in enabling them by 
disposing the hearts of very kind Christian 
friends to pay the debt of £31, which in- 
cludes new trust deeds, adding nine 
trustees, making it a Strict Baptist cause, 
which our brethren earnestly prayed mifi^t 
be kept so for ever. So that as the benefits 
are ours, all the praise, honour, and glory 
may reaound to our Triune Jehovah.— 
Yours in the love of Jesus Christ, 

W. Bbowr. 
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HAPPY MOMENTS— HAPPIER PRO- 
SPECTS AT TRING, HiSBTS. 

Dbar Bbotrbk Banks, — Grace, mercy, 
and peace be with you. Knowing the ia- 
terest yon take in our cause at Tring, I 
send a few lines. One year has passed 
away since first I blew the Gospel trumpet 
to this people, and it does us no harm at 
any time to look back upon the way the 
Lord has brought us ; it is when we calmly 
and meditatively look at our trodden path- 
way, that we praise and admire the love 
and favour of our heavenly Father. Our 
work during the year may appear to be a 
slow one, but we hope it is sure; three 
souls, under the preaching of the word, 
have felt the burden of sin, and cast 
themselves by precious faith, into the arms 
of a risen and exalted Saviour ; they have 
found life in a look at him, which led them 
to keep his commandments. Thanks be to 
God for what he has done, and is doing. 
A spirit of praver pervades us ; and souls 
are inquiring their way to Zion ; the field 
is whitealready to harvest, and we earnestly 
pray God to do for all what be has done 
for some ; so that none who listen to our 
voice may have to cry out in agony at the 
judgment seat of Christ, *Hhe harvest is 
passed, the summer is ended, and we are 
not saved." 

On Monday, July 20th, the annual treat 
was held in connexion with the Sabbath 
school ; at 2 o'clock, the scholars met at the 
chapel, the hymn, 

"Joyfully joyfully, onward we move,** 

was sung, and the divine blessipg implored. 
A procession was made and the children 
acompanied by the superintendent, and 
teachers, marched to West Leath, to enjoy 
themselves for the day. The hymn 

" Children of Jerusalem," . 

was sung, and under a delightful, shady 
tree, an address was delivered by the 
pastor, from Zechariah viii. 5 ; several 
pieces were sung by the choir, the senior 
scholars displaying musical taste and 
ability above mediocrity. Tea was pro- 
vided, innocent games indulged in ; nature's 
provision for human pleasure appreciated ; 
and while we saw the happiness that even 
now this sin-cursed world can produce, we 
could not keep ourselves from thinking of 
that time when purified and free from sin, 
it shall become the dwelling place of the 
saints of the most high God, when the new 
heavens, and the new earth shall burst forth 
with all their teeming glory. Oh! the 
happy day is coming ; yea, its dawn is ap- 
proaching hourly, when he shall reign 
from the rivers even unto the ends of the 
earth, and those who have been faithful 
inherit the promised blessing. Men, by 
spiritualising the Word of God, where they 
have no business to, thereby altering its 
meanings, and tarnishing its lustre and 
b^tuty, may try to oppose truth, but let us 
draw a line of demarcation between the 



spiritual and literal, and hr reading the 
word thus under the Spirit s teaching we 
shall arrive at the truth. The word of 
Jehovah, must stand, he has said, "The 
knowledge of the Lord shall cover the 
earth, as the waters cover the sea." Can 
ye not discern the signs of the times ? as 
speeds the world in its predestined orbit, 
so surely do events roll on towards a 
fulfilment of prophecy. I love the poet's 
words: 

'Tis coming up the steep of time, 

And this old world is growing brighter ; 
We mav not see its dawn sublime. 

But nigh hopes mi^e one's heart throb 
lighter. 
We may be mouldering in the dust. 

When it awakes the world to wonder f 
But we have seen its brilliant signs 

And heard its tones like distant thunder 

And although sin and Satan seem to reign 
supreme, and priestcraft, error, and super- 
stition abouna, while the martyr'd isouls 
of the witnesses of Jesus may cry out yet 
more fervently, " How long, Lord, how 
long?" yet in an unexpected moment 
will he come ; bind his enemies with chaina 
and their nobles with fetters of iron, raise 
up his despised people, and in unparalleled 
splendour and glory reign over Jew and 
Gentile, and conquer, bind, and overthrow 
the enemy of God's chosen and redeemed 
people. Let us listen to the words of 
Jesus whom we love; "Watch and 
Pray." ^Iien he comes, he will have a. 
people prepared by the Spirit of God, 
made willing in the day of his power to 
receive him, these shall rise in the air to 
meet him while those who have gone be- 
fore shall leave their graves to share th& 
sacred bliss. I must close, more about 
Tring another time. We spent a bappv 
day closed as we begun and all went well. 
Tours in Christian love, 

William Frew Edgbbton. 

Ebenezer Baptist chapel. 

Western road, Tring. 

August 14th, 1868. 

Dear Brotlzer Banks, — I have been con* 
fined to my sick chamber with an attack of 
pleurisy; secular and ministerial labours 
suspended ; I have had to lie passive, and 
wait the Master's will. Times of affliction 
are seasons of self-examination ; '* He doth 
not willingly afflict, or grieve the children 
of men ;" when that hand that deals out 
our mercies seems to be turned against us, 
we say, " Why is this ? why cometh this 
trouble ? for what reason am I thus tried ?'* 
and cannot we hear a voice that reminda 
us of heart backsliding, if not of open 
crime ; a voice that bids us look at slighted 
means of grace, a forsaken mercy-seat, a 
coldness in the service of God, or a clinging 
to the world and its busy coDoerns ? But yet 
what hard and stubborn creatures are we t 
how often do we try to excuse ourselves,, 
and murmur against our Father's dealing 
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until repeated stripes effectually bring ns 
to see and mourn like Ephraim over our 
base and painful ingp:atitude. Oh, what a 
mercy thus to be placed in the furnace to 
have our dross consumed, and our gold 
refined ! In my absence from my people at 
Tring, Mr. Kempston, who stood a member 
with you at Old Ford, has been supplying 
the vacancy. The people heard him to 
profit ; all pronounce him a sound preacher. 
I hope to return to that holy and blessed 
work again as soon as 1 regain my strength. 

W. F. Edgbrton. 

182, Devonshire street, 
Globe road, Mile End. 



THE BRIDEGROOM REJOICING. 

" I love to meet among them now, 
Before thy sacred feet to bow ; 
Though vilest of them all." 

The rain poured down fast, on Saturday 
morning, August 22nd, when I left home 
for the Forest of Dean, and nearly all the 
way, in a G. W. car, we journeyed on 
through wet and wind into Gloucestershire. 
At Newnham station, I saw my sincere 
friend, Richard Snaith as wet as he could 
wish to be ; and in an open cart, up the 
hiUs, and down the valleys, we ran on to 
Cinderford. To a wet, weary, and sorrow- 
ful traveller, how sweet it is to be met, at 
the end of a long journey, with a smiling 
face, a warm hand, and a hearty *' Gome 
in;" "glad to see you;" and withal, a 
bed to lie upon, and provisions by the 
way. The Baptist rectory at Cinderford 
is a snug box, the rector's wife determines 
to make all who visit the rectory very 
comfortable, the rector himself is a heart- 
of-oak sort of man. No nonsense, no 
• ceremony ; he talks, and walks, and prays, 
and preaches as one who lives in the calm 
and holy fellowship of the Father, and of 
His Son Jesus Christ. It is safe to dwell 
among such homely saints. You feel that 
" God is there," and beneath his shadow, a 
blessed defence is realized. The brethren 
William Harris, and Bowery, joined our 
circle on this Saturday eve ; and gladly 
did we wish each other God-speed in the 
name of the Lord. It was my mercy not 
to be sent away empty-handed to the 
forest. One night, previously, the words 
instructingly, came to my mind, and lodged 
there for a time, " If thou return, then will 
I bring thee again ; and thou shalt stand 
in my sight, and if thou shalt take forth 
the precious from the vile, then thou shalt 
be as my mouth," &c. This word of the 
Lord to Jeremiah was my morning's text ; 
and from it^ there came some solemn 
words. 

The work of the ministry is a dispensa- 
tion of God's mercy in Christ, to poor 
sinners; but it is in the hands of the 
Spirit a searching and a separating mission. 
6o that as Watts says : 



"• While he divides the sinners from the 
saints, 
We tremble and rejoice." 

Every species of error is vile ; it must 
be separated from the truth. Evei^ par- 
ticle of the old Adam nature is vile; it 
must be distinguished from the work of 
grace in the heart Every unregenerated 
man is vile in God's sight, while he is in 
his fallen and sinful condition ; but when, 
as brands from the fire, we, instrumentally 
pluck some of them out, and they become 
truly and spiritually one in Christ, then 
are they precious vessels of mercy, and 
over them the Lord rejoiceth ; their truth- 
ful association with the church makes 
Zion to shout aloud again for joy. 

In the afternoon, I walked out on the 
Forest; and in the midst of woods, and 
pits, and quarries, and mines, I thonght 
upon those heavenly words in Isaiah, "As 
the bridegroom rejoiceth over the bride, so 
shall thy God rejoice over thee." The 
church in her fallen and forsaken state, 
her recovery, and the means employed for 
her preservation and prosperity in the 
kingdom were the lines of thought, a 
numerous company came together: bnt 
I did not realize the fulness and freeness 
of the truth, nor of the Lord's presence, ss 
sometimes. 

The next day, a party of kind friends 
came from Whit^stone, to cheer the little 
church in the forest. We all thanked God 
and took courage, when we saw Father 
Richard Tyler, his son Edward, and his 
daughter Alice ; brother John GodsaU, his 
youngest daughter, and " Samuel ;" John 
Thomas came from Bream ; a minister and 
friend from Ross ; sister Hood, from Here- 
ford; and a chapel full besides; a large 
and pleasant company took tea, and then 
another public service. The next evening 
we held a parting meeting, and so in thank- 
fulness we finished up another anniversary 
on the Forest of Dean. The people are 
multiplying. We pray the cause may grow, 
and the rector, and his people, and funilyi 
be favoured of the Lord. I do solemnly 
know it is the blessing of the Lord, v^hich 
maketh rich, and addeth no sorrow there- 
with ; I can trust in none, in nothing, but 
the realized presence of the blessed Be- 
deemer in my own soul. Oh I to taste, to 
to eat, to drink to truly enjoy His tmtfa, 
his promise, his pardon, his holiness, his 
assurance, his heaven! Ah! that niade 
the ancient prophet exclaim, " The Lord is 
good, a strong-hold in the time of trouble, 
and he knoweth them that trust in him." 
Lately, I have had a slight anticipation of 
what "trusting in the Lord is," sitting 
down at his feet, and in the silence of an 
entire reliance, leaving all things with him 
saying, 

Sink or swim^ 
I'll trust in him, 
And on his grace rely. 
Yes, many times have I walked the country 
roads, dejected in soul, yet saying to my* 
self — 
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" Let me but he«.r my Saviour say 
Strength shall be equal to thy day ; 
Then I rejoice in deep distress. 
Leaning on idl-suffipient grace." 

But I must turn from these sad words to 
more cheering themes if I can. 

THE TOPSTONE OP THE SAVIOUR'S 

ASCENSION. 

Wednesday morning, August 26th, I 
walked from Forest of Dean to Niswnham. 
The rector and his little daughter walked 
with me. We travelled over some of the 
high hills around Little Dean, onward with 
beautiful views, pleasant communings ; 
grateful expressions for the Lord's good- 
ness to us during the anniversary services ; 
and so we pai'ted once more. I took train 
for Gloucester and Cheltenham, the rector 
and his beloved child returned to the For- 
est. In Gloucester, I saw Bishop Hooper's 
monument ; but it is a great church-lilled 
city, and our kind of " Cheering Words" not 
much known there. That evening Ipreached 
in Bethel chapel, Cheltenham ; and in prayer I 
was favoured to get near the throne of grace, 
and there I cried to the Lord for his blessing, 
but when I shall realize that,^ I cannot tell. 
Mr. John Broom, of Cheltenham, was one 
evening reading the word previous to 
prayer, when I specially heard tne following 
sentence, " The same who ascended up far 
above all heavens, that he might fill all 
things." The two extremes of the Saviour's 
mediatorial work appeared strikingly de- 
scribed, "He descended into the lower 
parts of the earth,'' for deep in the deepest 
deeps his chosen bride had fallen, then he 
ascended up far above all heavens; that 
he might fill all things. The next Sunday 
morning at Whiteetone, I spoke some 
things respecting my blessed Saviour's 
poverty and misery here, and of his riches 
and glory now that he has ascended " up, 
far above all heavens," " that he might fill 
ah things." The aerial heavens are said 
to be Satan's seat, where *'the prince of 
the power of the air," holds his court, 
sways his deadly sceptre over innumerable 
millions of wretched friends ; who, Tit may 
be) have power to catch, and to hold every 
unhappy soul, whom death doth find with- 
out either the friendship of Grod, the faith 
of Jesus, or the feUowsni]^ of the Spirit. 

Far, far, above these hosts, 

Of dark and dirty demons. 

Went the glorious Son of God, 

When, from sweet Bethany, 

He flew, to find around his glory thrown 

A royal seat, and saints all meet 

To worship him for ever. 

The second heavens are the material 
heavens, where clouds, tempests, winds, 
and rolling thunders, sometimes shake the 
earth, and not unfrequently by the light- 
ning's flash, and the thunder*s roll, all 
creation is made to tremble. 

Beyond, beyond, these lower /skies, 
Our holy Lord is gone. 



How much farther I cannot venture to 
declare ; but where he is all his ransomed 
ones shall meet. And that will be such a 
heaven of pure joy, of permanent bliss, 
and of never-failing devotion to the honour 
of Immanuel, as no language here can 
define. The topstone of the Saviour's 
ascension seems laid in the words, " that 
he might fill all things." Ah ! it was in 
Mr. John Broom's parlour, at Cheltenham, 
when we were about to "close theevening," 
as they call it, he was reading, I was to 
pray. Being rather deaf, and exceedingly 
sad, I had almost lost myself, when all in 
a moment, my mind was aroused by the 
entrance of tne words, " He ascended up 
far aboye all heavens, that he might fill all 
things." I was not knocked down by the 
words. No, no, I did not faint; nothing 
of that sort; but it was like this, "the 
entrance of Thy word giveth light." The 
light which Paul's word, as read by that 
good tempered and kind brother John 
Broom, was this, " Without Christ's ascen- 
sion all thing were virtually empty. The 
purposes of God, the promises of the 
everlasting covenant, the vessels of mercy, 
the glorious predictions of the ancient 
prophets, aU were empty ; but when * He 
ascended, ho led captivity captive, he 
received gifts for men, even for the 
rebellious.' What for? »That the Lord 
God might dwell among them ;' thereby all 
things were filled and fulfilled too." 



PUBLIC RECOGNITION OP 
MR. H. G. MAYCOCK, 

As Pastor of tiie Church, at Carmel 
Chapel, Anolbsba road, Woolwich. 

SPECLA.L preparatorv services having 
been held on Lord's-day, July 19th, the 
recognition service was held on Monday 
the 20th, commencing in the afternoon at 
3 o'clock. After singing a hymn, 

Mr. James Griffith, late of Borough 
green, read 1 Tim. iii. and offered solemn 
and earnest prayer for the divine blessing 
upon the interesting engagements of the day. 
A few verses having been sung^ 

Mr. John Hazelton, of Islington, ex- 
plained at some length the "nature and 
constitution of a Gospel church," according 
to the New Testament plan, in a very in- 
teresting address, of which a brief outline 
must suffice. God resolved in eternity to 
have a church, comprising a multitude 
which no man shall oe able to number, 
to be gathered out of every kindred and 
tribe. These were all loved, chosen, re- 
gistered and blessed in Christ before the 
^undation of the world, this is God's one 
universal and invisible church, who have 
been all redeemed, and shall be all quick- 
ened, sanctified, and finally meet in heaven. 
The fall occasioned the first advent and 
mediatorial work of Christ, who having 
honoured the law of G^d, and expiated 
his people's guilt, acquired a right to reign, 
give laws and. establish what order of 
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things he pleased. Christ's authority in his 
chnrch is supreme, and to us so sacred and 
binding that we refuse to hold Church 
fellowship with those who disregard* it 
The term Church is used to denote a re- 
ligious body, distinguished \rs its doctrines 
worship, and observances. A scripturally 
organized church is composed of regenerate 
spiritual, and baptized persons who having 
giveti themselves first to the Lord, and 
then to one another, meet together in one 
place to toorship God^ edify one another and 
extend the kingdom of Christ in the world 
abiding and persevering in Cospel doctrines 
the breaking of bread and in prayers. The 
form of this church is neither Universal, 
National, Provincial, Diocesan, nor Paro- 
chial, but Congregational, and Independent 
That is, independent of the state, of all 
other bodies and churches. It has no 
authority to legislate, modify, transpose, or 
ignore any of the laws of Christ, but 
simple to expound, contend for, and enforce 
them. It has the right, however, to choose 
and appoint its own officers, receive its 
own members, and reprove, censure, or 
expel as occasion requires. In the church 
of Christ, there are two standing ordinances 
baptism, or the immersion of the person in 
water, on a profession of faith, which must 
precede membership, and communion at 
the table and the Lord's Supper. There 
are also two offices, those of pastor and 
deacons ; the pastor giving himself to study 
and the ministry of the word, and the spirit- 
ual concerns of the household, while the dea- 
cons serve tables, the Lord's table that of 
the pastor and the poor. The design of 
all is the advantage of true believers, the 
preservation and diffusion of divine truth, 
and the glory of God. 

A part of another hymn having been 
sung, 

Mr. Wilkins, of Oxford street, affection- 
ately requested one of the deacons to give 
a brief statement respecting the leadings of 
divine providence in thus bringing the 
pastor and the church together. 

Mr. Topley, one of the deacons, in reply 
read a very concise and interesting state- 
ment from which it appeared that the con- 
gregation firat assemoled in Providence 
chapel, New road. On Lord's- day, Jan. 
13th, 1850, the church was formed consist- 
of twenty-two persons ; brethren Jones, 
Foreman, and Atkinson, conducted the 
services. Mr. Atkinson was the first min- 
ister, and continued in that office for nearly 
three years, during which period the 
church steadily increased in numbers. 
After he left, the pulpit was for some time 
supplied by various ministers. In 1854 
and 1855, the Crimean war led to the em- 
ployment of a large additional number of 
men at the government works, many of 
whom were drawn to the chapel, and 
joined the church, so that the old chapel 
was found too small for the numbers at- 
tending, and too old to justify its repair 
and necessary enlargement. After mudi 



prayerful deliberation it was resolved to 
build the present substantial, convenient, 
and commodious place of worship. Sub- 
sequently, differences arose which led to 
the then minister of the place, and some of 
the members leaving them, the loss of 
some was deeply regretted, but it was stated 
that some of them had already returned, 
and it was hoped that others might be 
induced to follow their example. 

In 1868, Mr. Griffith became the pastor, 
and remained with the people- nearly three 
years, and on retiring recommended Mr. 
Leach, who subsequently joined the church 
and introduced thirty-one Christian breth- 
ren and sisters most of them continuing 
with the church to this day. 

At the end of twelve months, however, 
Mr. Leach left, and the pulpit was again 
supplied by various ministers, until in the 
providence of God, Mr. Maycock was 
introduced to us. From the first the 
people heard him gladly, and the church 
mvited him to preach for three months 
with a view to the pastorate. During that 
period abundant evidence was given that 
it was of Gtod, and the church f luly believ- 
ing that the Lord had sent him among 
them, they had given him a hearty and 
unanimous invitation to the pastorate, 
which he had heartily and lovingly accep- 
ted, and hence this service to-day. Their 
pastor found them in peace and in union 
there being no two parties in the church. 
There has been for twelve yeara a large 
and flourishing Sabbath school, with a 
very efficient superintendent, induBtrious 
secretary, and a united band of teachers. 
They desired to see and help on the exten- 
sion of the visible kingdom of Christ, and 
to live in all good feeling and harmony 
with other sections of Christians around 
them, while at the same they feltitinciun- 
bent upon them to conscientiously main- 
tain their own distinctive principles, believ- 
ing them to be founded onthe inspired word 
of God. 

Mr. Wilkins having expressed great 
pleasure and satisfaction with the statement 
on behalf of the church, requested the 
pastor to favour those assembled with a 
brief statement of his call by grace, call to 
the ministry, the circumstances which, in 
the providence of God led him to this part 
of the Loid's vineyard, and of the leading 
doctrines he held, and intended to maintain 
and defend. 

In replying to these questions, Mr. 
Maycock gave one of the most interestiog 
statements that was ever recorded respect- 
ing his call by grace, and to the ministrv, 
but the faots and circumstances were so 
immediately connected with each other as 
to render it necessary to give the statement 
entire; which is impossible within the 
limit of this report. It is hoped however, 
that our brother will, before long, adopt 
some means of putting those lacts on 
permanent record for the pleasure and 
profit of his fellow Christians generally- 
He also gave a very concise and outspoken 
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declaration of his faith in twenty-fonr 
distinct articles, embodying **the truth 
tu it is in JesoB," and the faith once de- 
livered to the saints. The whole statement 
commended itself to the judgment and 
approval of all present, and our brother to 
the more entire confidence of this brethren 
in the ministiy. After some congratulatory 
remarks by Mr. Wilkins, and the usual 
ceremony of the right hand of fellowship 
being given, the afternoon service was 
abruptly closed, by pronouncing the bene- 
diction, it being then half-past five o'clock. 
About 160 friends having taken tea in 
tiie chapel, as soon as it could be cleared, 
the evening senrice was conunenced by the 
singing of a hymn, the reading of the 
Scriptures, and prayer offered by Mr. Geo. 
Webb. 

A few verses of another hymn were 
sang, when according to arrangement, Mc 
John Foreman was expected to deliver the 
chaige to the pastor, but on the day previuus 
a special messenger was sent to ioform the 
deacons that Mr. Foreman had been 
suddenly taken ill, and for the present 
rendered unable to fulfil any engagement 
at home or abroad. Under this severe 
disappointment they were atA loss what to 
do for the best, but finally resolved to ask 
Mr. Woodard, at llford, who was expected 
to offer the special prayer, to give the 
charge instead. On his arrival at the 
afternoon service, the circumstances were 
explained to him, and he kindly consented 
to give the charge to the minister at his 
own request. 

Brother Woodard selected for the founda- 
tion of his remarks, "Study to show 
thyself approved unto God," &c., and 
although he laboured under the disadvan- 
tage of not having more than half an hour 
(the interval between tea and the evening 
service,) for prepai-ation, he delivered a 
chaige replete with sage counsel, and 
Scriptural instruction upon the momentous 
work of preaching the Gospel, and if the 
advice given be faitfifully adhered to, the 
pastor cannot fail (under God) in being a 
happy and useful minister of Christ's 
Gospel, in the sphere of Christian labour 
to which in the providence of God he has 
been called. 

After singing a verse or two, Mr. Milner 
arose to address words of counsel and 
encouragement to the members of the 
church. Our brother in his usual quaint 
and pointed style, but with all earnestness 
taid affection proceeded to congratulate, 
advise, encourage, and exhort both pastor 
and people, to a firm adherance to the 
truth, doctrinally and with respect to the 
ordinances of the Gospel to mutual love 
and sympathy, and the special maeifesta- 
tions of affection toward tne pastor and the 
strengthening of Mb hands in every good 
word and work. 

The very solenm and deeply interesting 
services, of the day, were closed by the 
pastor, shortly after nine o'clock. 
All present were disposed to say, and 



1st him that readeth also join in the prayer, 
**God be merciful unto this people and 
their pastor, and bless them, and cause his 
face to shine upon them, that his way may 
be known upon earth, and his saving 
health among the people around them. 
Amen. 

GLOUCESTER— We have lately been 
frequently in this ancient and remarkable 
citv; it being the birth-place of George 
Whitefield; the birth-place of Sunday 
schods, by Bobert Baikes, and the scene 
of Bishop Hooper's martyrdom in 1505. It 
surely is a place of no mean name. Its 
recollections and reminiscences are of great 
interest ; churches here are very numerous. 
Among the Nonconformist sections, the 
Baptists take the lead ; they are numerous. 
And industrious ; and are considered to be a 
peaceful and united body, under the minis- 
try of Mr. Collins, formerly of Kingston on 
Thames, but, now for several years, minis- 
ter of the lurge and only Baptist church in 
this citv. We once preached here, but, we 
do not know that there are now any who 
fully sympathize with us. The other 
dissenting bodies speak of Mr. Collins^ of 
his workmg church, of his devoted wife, 
and his numerous Bible classes, of the 
large schools, and other useful auxiliaries 
in the highest terms. 

BERMONDSEY NEW ROAD— Eben- 
EZEB Chapel. As a church we can truly 
adopt the motto, ** Is anything too hard for 
the Lord ?" Twelve months ago, we were 
in a low, sinking position, almost without 
hope ; a debt (though small) between £20 
and £30, with our funds gradually dimin- 
ishing ; coldness, lameness among the 
flock, and, as it were, no bright shining 
from the presence of the Lord. The 
baptistry closed since Oct 29th, 1865. But 
the Lord has appeared among us again; 
and, as it were, by a miracle, raised up our 
young brother, Mr. R. A. Lawrence, to 
speak unto us, which for the last nine 
months he has done acceptably, extolling 
the Lord of life and glory; saints have 
been edified and built up, others walking 
in darkness, have been brought into the 
light of the glorious Gospel, and have been 
lovingly constrained to follow their Saviour 
in his despised ordinance of Believer's 
Baptism. On Sunday evening, August 30, 
our "Ebenezer" was quite full, when Mr. 
Lawrence led five into the water. Truly 
the Lord was in our midst ; love and union 
prevails among us. Our little mountain of 
debt has disappeared like a morning cloud, 
" The winter is over and past, the time of 
singing of birds is come," and we can say 
with the poet; — 

" Behind a frowning providence, 
He hides a smiling face." 

for more of that gracious faith that 
laughs at impossibilities, and to be enabled 
to trust our God when we cannot trace him- 
Great things for us the Lord hath done in 
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providence and grace, we will erect another 
Ebenezer, for "Hitherto the Lord hath 
helped us." Is anything too hard for the 
Lord? Yonrs faithfully, J. K. 

NEWPOET, MONMOUTHSHIEE. — 
In this large and busy town on the borders 
of Wales, there are not less than six Baptist 
causes. The only one we are acquainted 
with, is that under the ministry o^ Mr. J. 
P. Thomas, whose church and congregation 
meet in the Albert hall. Mr. Thomas is 
associated with a body of most decided, 
truthful, and godly men ; aud his prospects 
of usefidness are encouraging. The origin 
of this cause casts a most painful sha- 
dow over the morality of those noisy 
professors who are ever ready to pour 
contempt upon those believers in Christ's 
Gospel, who cannot sanction such insults 
to common sense, and 6uch blasphemous 
libels upon the Gospel, as the tree- will 
people are dealing out by wholesale. But 
we shall not now write the history of the 
English Baptist church in Newport ; that 
will come another time. Special services 
were holden, Sunday, Monday, and 
Tuesday, Sept. 13, 14, 16. 0. W. Banks 
preached two sermons on Sunday, the 
morning from ^*They that sow in tears, 
shall reap in joy." The evening from John 
xvii. 26, " I have declared unto them thy 
praise, and will declare it, that the 
love wherewith thou hast loved me 
may be in them, and I in them." In 
"Cheering Words" we may give account 
of this journey into Wales. We shall not 
soon forget the emphatic manner in which 
Mr. Thomas said to us, at the close of the 
evening service, "In no other place in 
Newport would you have dared to preach 
that sermon without being sworn at. We 
thought within ourselves, the state of 
monds, and the standard of truth, must 
then be low indeed. 

BOW.— New Baptist Cause, Albbbt 
Tebrace, opposite the church. This cause 
was commenced in May 1868, by myself ; 
when Mr. Jas. Wells and Mr. Stringer 
preached. We have been steadily in- 
creasing. On August 16th, C. W. Banks 
preached to good congregations, both 
morning and evening, although the rain 
came down in torrents. On Tuesday, Aug. 
18, we had a business-meeting, which was 
opened by brother Longley, singing, 

" God moves in mysterious way." 

Brother Lee read the 127th Fsalm, and 
prayed. Mr. Symonds, (proprietor of the 
Hackney Color Works) presided till C. W. 
Banks came ; Mr. Symonds, in opening the 
business of the meeting stated the origin 
of the cause, and the necessity of suph a 
place; he spoke in high terms of those 
who had been engaged in raising this Baptist 
interest ; he called on Mr. W. H. Lee, to read 
the report. Mr. Lee stated as all the 
responsibility rested on him, he received 
all the money collected, and spent the 



same ; he wished the friends to know what 
was done with it. The total amount received 
in the quarter is £9 15s, 5fd., expended£94& 
lOd. balance in huid, lOs. 6|d. Mr. Henry 
Stanley moved the adoption of the report, 
expressing his desire to see the cause 
prosper, said he enjoyed liberty in roealoDg 
to the friends there. Mj*. Gniistiaa 
seconded the adoption with suitable re- 
marks. Our brother, C. W. Banks, asked 
the friends to show their approval in the 
usual way, which waa unanimous. The 
chairman gave out a hynm. Mr. Kemp 
said when he came to that locality, he went 
from one place to another, but could find 
no truth. He went to the Baptist chapel, 
he heard the minister ask his people to 
convert their neighbours ; and to regenerate 
them. Mr. Kemp was glad to &id that 
God^s truth was now in Bow, as taught by 
Jesus and his apostles. At this stage C. 
W. Banks presented Mr. C. Longley, with 
a copv of Denham's selection, from brother 
Lee, for conducting the singing. Brother 
Longley returned his grateful acknowledg- 
ment^ in very appropriate remarks. Mr. 
Plory spoke with warmth wishing us God 
speed. The chairman gave out tihe 982nd 
hymn; and concluded in prayer. The 
meeting all through was conducted in a 
Gospel spirit May the great Head of tho 
church smile on this feeble effort for the 
extension of Zion. Yours, Mr. Editor, in 
every covenant blessing, W. H. Lbb, 37, 
Mostyn road. Bow. 



CARDIFF.— I walked through the town 
on the occasion of the Marquis of Bate 
coming of age. This young nobleman is 
said to have estates in the island of Bute, 
in Scotland, and in this lai^ town of 
Cardiff, worth at least £300, 000 per annum. 
He has given the inhabitants of this town 
£50,000 to keep his birthday. The whole 
neighbourhood is alive, banners flying, and 
bells ringing, but the most pleasing sight 
was the several procession of fifteen 
thousands of children from the Sunday 
schools ; their singing, and mangling, their 
multitudinous and army, was grand to 
behold. 



TUNSTALL, SUFFOLK. — Harvest 
home meeting. This service was held 
Sept. 9th. In the afternoon a suitable and 
impressive sermon was preached by brother 
Collins, of Grundisburgh, from 1 Cor. xt. 
3, 4 ; it was truly a profitable and blessed 
season. At five o'clock a liu^ecompuiy 
took tea together in the chapel, the ladies 
having done their part well in providing 
good things for the body. In the evening 
at seven o'clock, a large congregation 
gathered to hear another sermon preached 
by brother Kiddle, of Lowestoft The 
text was taken from the ninth of Isaiah, 
and latter clause of the third, verse, " They 

1'oy before thee according to the joy in 
larvest" This appropriate subject was 
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delivered in an eloquent, deliberate, and 
most impressiye manner, which arrested 
the attention of the hearers, so that saint 
and sinner were deeply affected. In both 
services the Lord's people joyfully said, 
"Master it is good to be here." The pro- 
ceeds were very kindly presented to the 
minister Mr. John Lamb, who has laboured 
among the people three months and has 
received a further unanimous call for 
twelve months longer. 

MR JOHN BUNYAN McCUKE AT 
OSWESTRY. 

TO THE EDITOR OF THE ^* EARTHEN VESSEL.^ 

Dear Sib, — ^My attention has been called 
to Mr. J. B. McCurt 's letters tohis church 
in Sydney, in your magazine, especially to 
that portion referring to Oswestry. I must 
say it is written in an ungenerous spirit ; 
and in explanation of what he says I would 
remark (1) That when the proposal was 
made that he should come to Oswestry, 
it was strongly and repeatedly urged 
against it that owing to the time of year, 
and also to the efforts which we were at 
the very time making for the clearing off 
of our own debt, his lecture would, in all 
probability bo a failure. Notwithstanding 
this he cane, and the prediction was 
verified: but for the disappointment Hr. 
McOure felt, who was to blame ? And is 
not such disappointment often the lot of 
lecturers quite as eminent as Mr. McCure ? 
(2^ That Mr. McGure was received here 
with all kindness,. On his arrival he was 
offered refreshment, but he said he did not 
need it I then explained to him why I 
could not offer him a bed in my own house ; 
and on my saying that I had supposed he 
would be glad to return to his personal 
friend at Shrewsbury for the night, he as- 
sented to it, and said he would go. All 
thought of a bed for Mr. McCure was 
therefore put aside. Then his run to the 
station, and want of refreshment before 
leaving were simply owing to his own 
indiscretion in prolonging his lecture, 
(against his own promise to the people) 
quite unnecessarily up to the very last mo- 
ment before the train started. All the 
hurry and inconvenience, therefore, he had 
only himself to thank for. 

Mr. McCure's remarks upon Eochdale 
and the minister there, are evidently in 
the same taste. He seems, judging from 
his diary, to think that all ministers are 
bound to give him and his lecture a most 
enthusiastic reception, to obtain for him 
large meetings and collections, or else they 
are no longer dear brethren, but icebergs, 
which freeze his glowing soul. I observe, 
however, that even he can say that he 
could have nothing to d© with General 
Baptists ; then why should not the Particu- 
lar Baptist brother at Rochdale, for his own 
reasons, even decline to have anything to 
do with him? In short, I think Mr. McCure 
in writing these letters should guard against 



producing uncharitable and incorrect im- 
pressions respecting those who, at least, 
received him courteously and kindly ; and 
also against venting the chagrin of his 
very sensitive spirit upon those whom he 
knows have no opportunity of defending 
themselves. — I am, dear sir, yours truly, 

The Baptist Minister at Oswestry. 

rOf course, we know nothing of either 
side beyond the testimony of each. Our 
brother McCure having published his case, 
the Oswestry minister demands on oppor- 
tunity io explain. This we could not 
refuse. — Ed.j 

HIGH WYCOMBE.— We have read 
with pleasure the report of '^ Harvest 
Thanksgiving services" holden in the 
church, in the vicarage, and in the town 
hall, at High Wycombe ; and they appear 
to have been very different from some 
harvest meetings which have been quite 
the laughine-stock of the country. From 
enquiries wnich sometimes reach us, it is 
evidently not generally known that Mr. 
Thomas Chivers, fthe late pastor for many 
years of Bermonasey Baptist church) is 
now settled at High Wycombe, where^ 
recently, he has been the means of origina- 
ting, and assisting to carry out, a series 
of jspecial services for rendering pubUo 
thanks to Almighty God, for the abundant 
supply of the fruits of the earth which 
have been this season, so successfully 
gathered in. On Wednesday, August 19th, 
1868, these services commenced by prayers 
and a sermon from the vicar in the parish 
church. We have always understood that 
vicar of High Wycombe is a true Christian 
and a faithful preacher of the Gospel, and 
his sermon on the occasion referred to, 
gives confirming evidence of his being a. 
brother beloved with whom Mr. Chivers, 
and the other ministers could happily as- 
associate. Aft«r the morning service, at 
which the corporation attended, the vipar 
invited the ministers to luncheon at his 
house ; to unite in prayer, and to take tea. 
In the evening, a crowded meeting was 
holden in the town hall, when addresses 
were delivered by several ministers, among 
whom were Mr. Chivers and Mr. Cawse. 



OLD BUCKENHAM.— The eleventh 
anniversary of the above place was held on 
Sunday, Sept. 6th, when three sermons 
were preached by Mr. G. Dearie, of Nor- 
wich. On Monday, the 7th, 130 friends 
sat down to tea provided gratuitously for 
the benefit of the minister. In the evening 
recognition service, and harvest home 
meeting were held. Mr. Baldwin related 
his call by grace, call to the ministry, and 
leadings of divine providence to this place. 
Mr. Gooch sen., presided, Mr. Sparham, of 
Shelfhanger, Mr. Ewing, of Kenninghall, 
Mr. Noble, of Carlton Bode, and Mr. Gooch, 
jun., of Diss, gave some excellent and very 
interesting addresses. The chapel was 
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well-filled, and the tea and collection 
amounted to £5 6s. Id. The Lord be 
praised. 

EEADING.—The ninth anniversary of 
the opening of Providence chapel, Oxford 
road, was held on Tuesday, August 18th, 
when Mr. John Hazelton, of London, 
preached two blessed and Christ-exalting 
sermons, which were listened to with great 
interest The friends expressed themselves 
p'ofited and delighted ; although the morn- 
ing was very unfavourable we had a good 
attendance, about 200 partook of tea, the 
collections were satisfactory. The deacons 
with friends here feel truly grateful. After 
.such a long course of supplies by minis- 
terial brethren, who very kindly served us, 
in answer to our fervent prayers, our 
covenant God and Father was pleased to 
direct our brother F. Fearce t-o take the 
oversight of these few sheep in the wilder- 
ness. In him, we have a kind, affectionate, 
and yet a faithful preacher of the Gospel, 
walking in all the apostolic doctrines of a 
life practically according therewith. The 
Lord has blessed his la^urs in gathering 
many of his people together. As a church 
we have peace and rest, with a gradual in- 
crease in the cause. One sister was bap- 
tized and added to our number in July, 
and we are hoping many more may be con- 
strained to follow in the same footsteps. 
Pastor and people are very comfortable 
and happy with each other, to our pre- 
cious Jesus be all the glory. Yours in the 
truth, A. Mabtin. 

PLYMOUTH. — A correspondent says: 
Mr. Wilcoxson left Plymouth on the 26th 
of August, to reside at Hull, in Yorkshire, 
where his friends have built him a new 
chapel. I understand it will seat about 
350 people. Mr. Hardinge, from Hastings, 
has engaged to preach here for a month, 
whether he will stop any longer I cannot 
ifiay. 



Mb. Joseph Floby says, — ^You will be 
glad to hear I have been preaching Jesus 
and the resurrection, in April, May, and 
June at Tunstall, in Suffolk, with tokens 
of the Divine goodness resting upon the 
word and the souls of the people. I heard 
the testimony of many, of the word being 
made an eternal benefit to their souls by 
the ministry of brother Baker. At Salem 
chapel, Yarmouth, I spoke to the people 
of the " overcomers " and their privileges. 
Here for nearly a quarter of a century I 
have been enabled to unfurl the Gospel 
T)anner ; but most have passed away. 
Amongst them, their first pastor, the aged 
Weldon, brother Tann, and the devout 
foiiower of the Lord, and firm supporter 
of the Gospel, Mrs. Griflan, whose tomb- 
stone in the old churchyard, has this motto, 
S-^S. G., viz., "Sinner saved by grace." 



Oh for more such determined contenders 
for the faith in life and death ! My visit to 
Norwich was somewhat cheered by finding 
brother Brunt firm in the truth, and with a 
good congregation in Orford hill chapeL 
The memory and labours of that Bervaat 
of God, brother Corbitt, remain; he was 
spoken of with honour. I had the favour 
to say a few things about the " precious 
sons of Zion.*' I have had the comfort of 
hearing brother Stringer, who is aa full of 
heavenly fire and zeal for the truth as ever. 
The God of Jacob has and will bless him 
very much, for the word is, " Them that 
honour me I will honour." There is no 
oscillation in brother Stringer, he speaks 
as "one having authority," so Uiat men 
must feel the importance and blessedness 
of the truth, the whole truth, and nothing 
but the "truth as it is in Jesus." Last 
Thursday evening I had the pleasure of 
hearing friend Flack ; he is a sweet ex- 
perimental preacher ; his text was " Trust 
ye in the Lord for ever, for in the Lord 
Jehovah is everlasting strength." I went 
into the chapel cast down, and came out 
blessing and praising the Lord. 

Mb. Cook is getting quite strong again, 
and attributes the improvement in his 
health to the blessing of God upon Mr. 
Gongreve's treatment Mr. Cook is 
now able to preach two or three times a 
week, and has accepted an invitation from 
the church worshipping at Trinity chapel, 
Borough, London, to preach to them for 
three months, viz, ]November, December, 
and January. His address is 48, Brownlow 
road, Dalston, London. 

"Wiirm Martin's Flight into Zealand," 
is pitiable. The idea that warning signals 
of this kind should be raised in our churches 
is good, but we must have time to read the 
notes, and consider. 

Mr. Babtholomew having resigned his 
pastorate of the church at Mendlesham, 
Suffolk, after near nine years* ministrations, 
is open to a call from any church contend- 
ing earnestly for the faith once delivered 
to the saints, see Matt. xxviiL 19 and 20 ; 
Acts ii. 42; 1 Cor. ix. 14. 

To churches needing supplies. A bro- 
ther is open to engagements with view to 
the pastorate. Address, W. C., care of B. 
Banks, 30, Ludgate hill and Stationers' 
hall court 



HABRIAOE. 

Married at Providence chapel, Oxford 
road. Beading, Mr. Charies Vyse to Miss 
Eliza Knotty on Sunday, August 30, 1868. 

DEATHS. 

Died, August 20th, Samuel Burlington 
Wale, the infant son of B. B. Wale, of 
Blackheath. 

Died, at Qt. NeoVs, Sunday, September 
13th, 1868, Susan, the beloved wife of Mr. 
Bichard Bax, pastor of the Baptist church 
at St. Neot's, aged twenty-nine yeai-s. 



'*§0tt&le far all ^tx S^imJ' 

" For your shame ye shall have double. 
In their land they shall possess the oouble." 
Isaiah IzL 7. 

I WAS walking to the place where I was appointed to preach, the first 

Sunday evening in October in this year, and was thinking on 

the great things in the second chapter of the Acts of the Apostles, 

which chapter may be said to present four special features. First, the 

history of the day of Pentecost; secondly, a pattern of the G-ospel 

ministry ; thirdly, a truthful testimony expressive of the secret work of 

the Holy Ghost ; lastly, a beautiful model of a New Testament church. 

While silently contemplating the recorded events of the day of 

Pentecost, a thought crossed my mind quite original to myself; and I 

will lay that simple thought presently before my readers. But first, a 

word upon the Pentecost in a general way. As the Gospel dispensation 

came in by the sudden coming down of the eternally glorious third person, 

the Holt Ghost, so, I believe, the Gospel dispensation will close with 

the sudden glorious appearing of the great God, and our Saviour, Jbsus 

Christ. As the blessed Spirit came on the Pentecostal day, and 

gathered in a large handful of first-fruits ; so the Lord Jesus Christ 

will come at the end of this dispensation, and gather in the abundant 

harvest. Christ was, (Himself, essentially,) " the first-fruits ; afterward 

THEY that are Christ's, at His Coming," (1 Cor. xv. 23). Oh ! wh^i 

I thought of this immensely mighty harvest my soul flew up, as to the 

throne of grace, saying — 

With them numbered may we be, 
Now, and through eternity. 

The Pentecost was a jubilee of days from the passover, for when the 
whole fifty days trom the passover were fully come, when the fiftieth day 
from thence arrived, then was the Pentecost. Seven perfect weeks 
veiled on between the Passover and the Pentecost ; so, between the begin- 
ning and the ending of this Gospel ingathering, there will be a perfection 
of time ; and then, the church's jubilee will be fully come. 

Now, mark this 1 on the second day of the passover, on the six- 
teenth of NUmiy the (single) sheaf of the first-fruits was offered up ; 
after which, and not before, it was lawful to reap the com ; Leviticus 
xxiii. 10, 11. There was the type of the single blessing. That period 
from Passover to Pentecost, haid three designated titles, " the feast of 
weeks," " the first-fruits of wheat-harvest," and " the feast of ingather- 
ing." All of which are delightfully applicable in a spiritual way to the 
Gospel dispensation. 

At the end of fifty days came the Pentecost ; on that day was 
offered the two wave-loaves, as a thanksgiving that the Jewish harvest 
was ended. Here was the type of ^' the double.'' In the salvation of 
God's Israel there must be the single blessing of the Passover, and the 
double blessing of the Pentecost. For God Almighty to " passover " 
our sins, in the person, and in the sacrifice, of His Son, is a blessing 

Y 
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indeed ; for " without the shedding of blood there is no remission f to 
be redeemed from the curse of the law, is the great deliverance which 
Christ effected for his people ; and He was the " One Sheaf of the first- 
fruits offered up'' before the throne of God in heaven, as a pledge of the 
whole election of grace being ultimately brought in ; and '* Christ cruci- 
fied" is the " One sheaf," " lifted up," in the Gospel ministry ; but, still 
the proclamation is made, *' except a man be bom a^in, he cannot see/' 
he cannot enter <^ into the kingdom of heaven." Hence, there is, to me, 
a fulness of rich truth in that promise in Isaiah Ixi. Ah ! I should 
say, in that bunch of promises, which flow from both the Passover and 
the Pentecostal feasts ; for, now, not only has redemption come by the 
God-man, '^ the Son of the Father in truth and love," but, also^ regen* 
oration has come by the out-pouring of the Spirit ; so that the prediction 
has received its fulfilment, ^' therefore in their land thet shall pos- 
SBSS THE DOUBLE." That is redemption by the passover, (^* Christ our 
passover was sacrificed for us ;") and regeneration by the Pentecost ; for, 
said the blessed Kedeemer, ^^ when He, the Spirit of truth, is come, He 
shall convince of sin. He shall take of mine, and shew it unto you, and 
He shall lead you into all truth." And there is literally fulfilled the 
grand old saying of the' inspired patriarch, ^'And unto Him," (the 
Shiloh) ^' shall the gathering of the people be !" 

'< The DouBLif ' then, is the fulness of the " two loaves ;" Jesns 
Christ, personally^ as the Great High Priest of our profession, appearing 
b^ore God fw us in heaven, and Jesus Christ, brought home to the souls 
of the redeemed, by the power of the Holy Ghost, through the Gospel- 
making Isaiah's prophecy to stand out in a brilliant and blessed reality, 
the chief items of which are these : — 

*^ To proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord ; 

*^ To appoint unto them that mourn in Zion ; 

" To give them beauty for ashes ; 

"The oil of joy for mourning; 

"The garments of praise for the spirit of heaviness; 

" That they might be called trees of righteousness ; 

" The planting of the Lord ; 

« That He might be glorified." 

How is all this to be accomplished 1 He answers, heaven-anointed men 

" Shall be called the ministers of our God ;" 

" They shall eat, (gather in) the riches of the Grentiles." 

Then, being quickened by the Spirit of God, Christ being preached unto 
them, as Peter did on the day of Pentecost ; faith in Jearas being wrought 
in them, the happy results follow : 

'' For your shame ye shall have double ; 

" And for confusion they shall rejoice in their portion ; 

** Therefore, in their (New Covenant Gospel) land they SHAU^ 

POSSESS THE DOUBLE ; 

" Everlasting joy shall be unto them." 

If you would fairly estimate this great blessing, you must compare the 
preaching of Peter, on the day of Pentecost, when " there came a sound 
from heaven as of a rushing mighty wind," and, when, << there appeared 
onto them cloven tongues as of fire ; which sat upon them ; and when 
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they were.aU filled ^th the Holy Ohost /' whcoi Poter preached Christ 
unto them, and they were pricked in the heart* When the prophecy in 
the forty-fifth PfeMthn came to pass, ^* Thi^» arrows are sharp in the 
hearts of the king^s enemies ; whereby Ihe peo|de fall under thee ;" Peter 
preached Christ in His suffering death, in Hi& resurrection power, and 
exalted glory ; the Holy Ghost made those words, like arrows to fly 
into the hearts of thousands. Alarm was Mt within ; an a]^>eal camo 
out with much ferrency, "Men and brethren, what shall we do V* Ee* 
pentance, £uth, baptism, oommunioB, gladness of heart, ensued, and the 
scene closes with a delightful doxology, " Praising God, and having 
&Tour with all the people/' I say, compare this with good Stej^en's 
ministry, as recorded in the seyentii chapter of tibbe Ad». He related 
unto them their wrong doings ; but there was no converting Spirit, no 
doven tongues g( fire; Stephen was full of the Holy Ghost^ but they 
ran upon Mm, cast him out of the city, and stoned him. Stephen called 
upon God, ",'Lord, lay not this sin to their chaige^" the young)^perse- 
cator, Saui, was there, in him Stephen's prayer was answered. From 
Saul the persecutor, he became Paul the preacher ; aD4 he was the chief 
instrument in the Lord's hands of ploughing up^ and preparing that 
land, and of sowing and planting the Grospel, whereby the promise has 
come to pass, •even down to our own time^ '^ and in their land, they shall 
possess the double." So firmly beUeves The £i>itob. 



A BBOF BISVIEW OIF THB Xm, VAJOBf JOSIi VDnSfCRY OF' IBB LA/XB KEOTOK OF OPEN- 
SHAW, WSUUW PARKS, BO. 



(GonHivued from page 301.) 

MiNiSTBBS of the Gospel ! Sinners earnestly seeking for salvation ! 
Christians, of every age, and of every stage of experience ! To you all, 
(without the slightest grain, of self-interest) we say, read the memoir 
and ministry of the late rector of Openshaw, William Parks, B.A. We 
are confident it will be useful to you, unless a carnal mind, a hard heart, 
a seared conscience, a sleepy soul, or a self-righteous spirit, hold you 
&st-bound ia captivity ; and even Uien, with the blessing of the Lord, 
had as your state may be, this book will prove as God's mouth unto 
thee ; to speak life and peace, and pardon, and assurance of every kind 
of salvation you can need. 

We have already given two notices of this precious volume. We 
will now present our readers with one leaf taken out of " the inner 
precincts" of the heart of him, whose testimony to vital godliness is so 
dear and so scriptural, that none but those whose enmity has never been 
slain, can dare to dispute or slight it Reviewing his twenty-four years 
in the ministry, he says, — ' 

" And now, my dear brethren in the Lord, come with me into the 
inner precincts of my heart, and let me show you what I have passed 
throu^ in the way of practice and experience. 

y2 
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<* Martm Luther said long ago, ' It takes three things to make a 
diYine, viz., receding, meditation, and temptcUion.' 

<< Luther, doubtless, had liis cue from Paul, who exhorted Timothy 
to give attendance to reading and iaeditation (1 Tim. iv. 13 — 15). What 
sort of reading this was we may readily imagine. It could not have 
been the reading of the works of the rabbis and doctors of the law, for 
these were utterly ignorant of the true meaning of God's word ; but 
the reading insisted upon must have been the prayerful perusal of the 
word itself, seeking out the meaning through the teaching of the Holy 
Ghost. 

*' This is the sort of reading ministers ought to devote themselves 
to, and not the reading of commentators, &c., who are fallible and 
fanciful. 

" Well, to this reading did I devote myself for years, but it was 
hard work to understand what I read. There seemed to be such contra- 
dictions and such confusion in the Scriptures, that it was many a day 
and many a year ere I got the clue. At last, two great truths broke 
in upon my soul, namely, My oum complete inoMlity to keep the law, w 
God's precepts and commandments, if my salivation depended upon my 
obedience. The holiness of God and the depravity of man put them- 
selves in array before me, and I said, ' Surely there must be some one to 
take wretched man s place and answer for him if he ever is to be saved !' 
That some One I discovered to be Jesus Christ. I reasoned thus, ' I will 
take Christ's own illustration of sin, ^* Whosoever looketh on a woman 
to lust after her hath committed adultery with her already in his heart," 
(Matt. V. 28). Of course this equally applies to all the commandments 
of God — ^then, where am II I have been angry, and therefore have 
committed murder ! I have been untruthful, and therefore have home 
false-witness I I have been disobedient to my parents, and there- 
fore am under God's curse ! I have been a Sabbath-breaker, a coveter 
of other people's goods, dishonest in many of my dealings, besides a 
cherisher of evil thoughts. What is to become of mel Thus I am 
a sinner both practically and spiritually ! The Saviour declares me to be 
one of the vilest of the vile ! I am lost and undone !' 

^* But Satan came with his sly suggestions. He said, ' Oh, repent, 
reform; turn over a new leaf, and all will be right !* 

" But nay, nay, says Christ, * Except a man be bom again, he 
cannot see the kingdom of God.' Nay, nay, says Paul, ' Cursed is every 
one that continueth not in all things which are written in the book of 
the law to do them," (Gal. iii. 10). This completely shut out all hope 
through my efforts or doings to make things strait with the all-holy God 1 
There was nothing for it but salvation full and free, wrought out for 
me by Jesus Christ. I saw the mystery, and believed ! Oh, how my 
heart leaped for joy ! 

" Observe here, that at this time I was quickened by the Holy 
Ghost. I was a regenerated man. My very anxiety about my soul, and 
my intense longing to know what the word meant, prove this ; for no 
nilfttral^man ever troubled his head after this fashion. I was quickened 

reading. Very different is this case to that of 
inted, and are carried away by exciting rant or 

th my reading brought to light was — 'By ^ 




1^ X- 
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deeds of ihe law there shaU no flesh he justified^ (Bom. iii« 20). Ob, what 
huge obstructions and difficulties did tbis sweep away at ontoe ! Before 
this, in reading tbe Old Testament history especially, I was puzzled beyond 
measure with God's commandments, His statutes, and His ordinances. 
I used to say to myself, ^ There must be two ways of salvation, one by 
keeping those laws, the other by believing in Christ.' But the blessed 
epistle to the Romans taught me that 'Christ is the end of the law for 
righteousness to every one that believeth," (Bom. x. A.) From that day 
to this I have had no doubt about God's way of salvation, though I 
have had of my interest in it. The Old Testament commandments, 
statutes, and ordinances have nothing whatever to do with salvation. 
They are conditions, on the observance of which national Israel was to 
have possession of the land, and enjoy temporal blessings; whereas 
salvation is wholly, completely, and unreservedly unconditional ! God 
grants salvation, not of works, but by grace-^sheer, gratuitous, sovereign 
grace ; and this He gives according to the good pleasure of His wiU. 

*^ Brethren in the Lord, thus was I ddivered. The work was done 
first by God the Holy Ghost quickening me — me, who never sought 
Him ; secondly, by inciting me to give diligence to reading the word. 
' Ah,' say many, ' we don't like those extreme views /' Like them or 
dislike them, I reply ; I am going to heaven with them in the full as- 
surance of understandiug ! How common is this objection to the doctrines 
of distinguishing grace 1 Extreme — extreme V the enemy cries ; ' let us 
have something more in accordance with man's notions of right and 
wrong.' 

^'I answer, what the word teaches, and what man wishes, are 
two different things. The word distinctly declares that Gk>d's thoughts 
are not as man's thoughts, and the whole tenor of God's dealings with 
man proves that God's ways are diametrically opposed to man's. ' Who 
by searching can find out God V But let us have a word upon ' extreme 
viewsJ What folly and inconsistency lie at the bottom of this objection! 

'^ What greater extreme than the eternal love of God for His poor 
Biiming church ( Jer. zxxi. 3) ? 

^' What greater extreme than the assumption on the part of Jeho- 
vah-Jesus of the form of sinful man (Phil, ii 6 — 8) ? 

"What greater extreme than Jesus becoming a beggar that His 
church might be rich (2 Cor. vi. 10) ? 

" What greater extreme than the Creator of the universe submitting 
to be maltreated by His own creatures (John L 3; six. 18)? 

" What greater extreme than God in redemption-work passing by 
angels and rescuing and saving men, who by nature are worse than 
devils (Heb. ii. 16; James ii 19)? 

"What greater extreme than God giving grace to His church in 
Christ Jesus before the world began, to save it irrespective of all sorts 
of works whatever (2 Tim. i. 9) 1 



Are our souls cast down within us ? The reason is, our faith is 
so feeble that we cannot lay hold of the sweet assurances of the Scrip- 
tures. What is the remedy 1 We must pray for the renewal of our 
graces. Can't we pray ? Then we must wait till it pleases a sovereign 
Ood to breathe upon our inner man. — Rev. fViUiam Parks. 
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By Thomas Jonjis. 



{Continued from pctge 235) 

The next field our frieod had to "work in, after leaving East lane, ^ros 
at Foot's Gray, where, for the space of nine years or more, he ceased 
not to teadi and preach Jesus Christ. It was whOe he was there the 
writer became acquainted with him, and conceived a high regard for him 
as a God-taught man, rich in BiUe l<»e, and pecoliarly qualified to 
speak a word in season to such as were weaay. To this day, he counts 
Joseph HambUn the best textuary he ever heard preach, bottoming all 
his pulpit stateaaents eo intelligently and plainly on Holy Writ, that the 
prophet's prefix nnght have headed his discourses, thus saith the 
LOED. His style was not captivating, there was no phosphoreso^ace, no 
enticing words of mean's wisdom, nothing got up for effect, but there 
WES sobriety, earnestness, truth from first to last It mi^t require 
some effort to follow him, or ke^ up with him, in his reasomngs and 
accumulations of Scripture evidences on the points he would elucukte, 
but no Christian hearer, paying the needful attention, would fail of a 
full reward of his labour. The writer is not alone in this opinion. He 
spoke lately, with a well-established Christian brother (well known in 
the churches) who heard Mr. H. occasionally for years, and he fally 
concurred in his testimony. That his gifb was not more widely ap- 
preciated, goes to prove that wordy declamation and anecdotal gossip 
are more acceptable to itching ears than w^ghty matter, sound speech, 
rightly dividing the word of truth. If, however, he was not as a 
musical instrument to the multitude, he was as a Barnabas to a good 
few of the tried and tempest-tossed who required to be assured of good 
andiorage, of immutable purpose and everlasting love. To these, lus 
ministiy was a joyful sound, teUing, as it did, of a Saviour, and a great 
one. Our €k)d divides to every man severally as He will. To one is 
given by the Spirit, the word of wisdom, to another the word of know- 
ledge by the same Spirit. Let each servant of the Master cultivate his 
proper gift, neither depreciating nor envying his brotiier's endowments: 
The lot is cast into the lap, but the whde disposing thereof is from the 
Lord. Speaking of our Mend and his movements after a human judg- 
ment we account for his change of sphere time after time hy reference 
to his oonstituti<mal temperament Eirst, he was 'ever distrusting 
himself, doubting his fitness for ministerial work, and anxious to creep 
into any hole or comer, where he should be out of sight and hearing. 
This habit of ignwing his commission was doubtless an infirmity, an 
infirmity in which he so resolutely believed that he never strove to resist 
it. By the side of this feverish humility (if that be the right word) 
was a natural impulsiveness, whether of feeling or of temper it were 
hard to say, perhaps a mixture of both. Now it is not allowed to a 
minister to have temper or feeling, or to be a man of like passions with 
others. He is expected to sympathi^ with everybody, while few con- 
ceive it needful to sympathize with him under any temptation in tiie 
flesh (Gal. iv. 14), and surely a hasty or a sulky temper, must belong to 
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the aftections of the old man, which every lover of the meek and lowly one 
most long to put off. How many cases we have known, wherein a 
little calm explanation would have shown both parties in the wrong, and 
prevented a wrecking storm. "We have misunderstood Joseph Hamblin 
altogether, if he was capable of wilfully wounding the weakest member 
of Christ's mystical body, and we are sure when any jar occurred 
betwe^ him and his brethren he was always the greatest sufferer. No' 
censure on any party is intended by these obsmrations, and if God 
should be pleased to own them for suggesting to any pastor or people, 
« forbewimce, kindness, humbleness of mind, and above aU things charity, 
which is ihe bond of perfectness," to Him be rendered the sacrifice of 
praise, the fruit of our lips giving thanks to his name. Humility 
becomes us, for in maay things we offend all. 

Under some irritation our friend grew restless at Foot's Cray, and 
he came to the writer again and again for advice and help, that he 
might retire from public service, and try for a living by keeping a 
stationer's shop, a very stnall one would suffice. The writer insisted 
upon it that it would be little less than criminal to withdraw him from 
the ministry to which the Lord had evidently called him, and if he roa 
away from it, he would have to come bac&. '' Yes," he said, '' I know 
that is your opinion, but I ought to know myself best, and I don't 
agree with you." That difference of qpinion was probably the cause 
of a reserve which the deceased maintained during the last years of 
his life, but the writer has ever held him in the same firatemal 
regard. 

After resigning the charge at Foot's Cray he became pastor of 
the Strict Baptist church at Sa^iinghan^, from whence a few years later 
he removed to Orpington, where he brdke the bread of life to a small 
company of the Lord's poor, to the end of his days. Death had no 
sting for him. He knew whom he had believed, and that he was able to 
keep that which was committed unto him, and he had committed to 
him his all, body, soul, and spirit. That which had been his cross 
through most of his pilgrimage galled him almost to the last. He had 
also a deal to endure in the demolishing of " ih.e earthly house," but 
his faith failed not. He endured as seeing Him who is invisiBle. For 
him to live was gain. Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death 
of His saints. He breathed out his soul on the 27th day of August, 
1867, in the seventy-second year of his age, leaving a widow and seven 
children to mourn their loss* May they be followers of them who, through 
faith and patience, inherit the promises ! 

The Lord has called home many of His &,ithful witnesses lately ; 
may He raise up many to fill their places who shall be more abundantly 
useful in gathering up a people for his praise. 

T. Jones* 



Now, the question is, have we faith ? When we get amongst un- 
believing, wicked company, what does our £aith do for us? When there 
is any likelihood of our suffsring for Christ, what does our faith do for 
w ? When scorn, loss of business, inconvenience of any kind threatens 
us, what does our futh do for us ? Are we ready to say, "Let God 
be mi^^nified r^Mev. W. Pa?^. 
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Dear Mr. Banks, — In my last I made mention of tlie time when I 
became unsettled and unsatisfied in the Church of England, and when 
I look back at all the little incidents which happened one afber another 
to disturb me, I cannot attribute them to mere chance. It was very 
remarkable, that just about the time of which I write, a Christian 
gentleman unknown to me, came to pay a visit to Billingboro*, and 
having heard of me through my minister, he called to see me. I was 
very glad, though very surprised at his visit ; we had some religious 
conversation, and I requested him to call again, which he did many 
times while he remained in the village. He did not know what my 
religous views were, and he seemed cautious in expressing his own, hut 
I soon found that the so-called dangerous doctrines which were dear to 
my own heart, were dear to his also. He was one of the despised sect 
everywhere spoken against. The pleasure I felt at this discovery I 
cannot tell you, and I believe he was equally pleased. He was a man 
" Mighty in the Scriptures," making them at idl times his chief study, 
and every time he came he would take some portion suitable to the 
state of mind I was then in, and endeavour with the Holy Spirit's help 
to throw light upon it, to try to clear my mind of fear, doubt and des- 
pondency, and instruct me in those parts which had special reference to 
the subject which was engrossing all my thoughts ; and the keen relish I 
had long felt for the Word of God, made me drink in with something 
like greediness all that he advanced, for 

^^ What are the mines of shining wealth, 
The strength of youth, the bloom of health, 
What are all jo^s, compared with those, 
Thine everlasting word bestows !" 

To this venerable servant of God I am more indebted than I can ever 
tell in this world ; and if we meet no more on earth, I trust we shall 
in heaves, and there I will for ever sing of it to the praise and honour of 
our God. Sometimes afber a long season of bodily weakness, when I 
began to improve, how I have felt my strength gradually increase day 
by day, so did I find under this Christian friend's instruction. I was 
gradually gaining spiritual strength, and increasing in the knowledge of 
the Scriptures '^ which were able to make me wise unto salvation.'' ^nd 
not only did I increase in knowledge, but as he went on to describe what 
were the evidences of true Christianity, and to remove stumbling-blocks 
out of the way, <&c., I felt my hope and faith strengthened, and could 
say in this Cluistian friend's own words, — 

" Now, now, I know this precious truth, 
That every word of God is pure ; 
And that to all thy hidden ones, 
The promises are all secure." 

Ashe dwelt upon the manifestation of God's love and mercy in the 
eternal choice of His people. His sovereignty in choosing according to 
His will, those whom He intended to save, <fec., I was led to see more 
clearly tiian ever that " Election is a truth divine," and that the cove- 
nant of grace is '< ordered in all things and sure f and I was led to hope^ 
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that worthless as I was, I was included in that covenant. Many portions 
of God's word as he explained them were so sweetly applicable to my 
own state of mind, and afforded me more comfort than I ever derived 
from the word before, and I cannot but believe that He who ordereth 
the steps of a good man, so ordered his steps to Billingboro' and 
inclined his heart to visit me, a perfect stranger, just at the time when 
I needed such instruction as he was so well able to give. And not 
only so, but the Lord, in His wisdom, so ordered it that he remained' 
much longer in the village than he had at first intended, and greatly 
did I feel the loss of his instructions when he left, for he had certainly 
been the means of showing unto me the way of God more perfectly. 
For some time after this, I remained a constant attendant at church/ 
without a thought, or wish to leave her, but longing more than ever 
to hear the truth as I had received it into my own heart. However, as 
time wore on, first one trivial circumstance, and then another transpired 
to bring round the appointed time. Unknown to me the Baptist 
cause had undergone a change. It had, at the very time I became so 
unsettled in the church, passed into the Trinitarians' hands, and a young 
man had been engaged by them to preach for a certain time on trial. A 
young Wesleyan friend, a neighbour of mine, was amongst his occasional 
hearers, and she invited me to go and hear one of his weeknight lectures, 
but as I was much opposed to going from one place of worship to an- 
other, I declined going, but being pressed I reluctantly consented to 
go. I heard a duty-faith sermon from one of those zealous young men 
who have their full share of populajity at the present time, and I 
soon arrived at the conclusion that such preaching would not do for long 
at the Bridge chapel. I knew that nothing but a complete salvation by 
Christ alone would do there ; still I thought him sincere, and expressed 
a hope to my friend, that a few years' experience would greatly improve 
him, but not relishing what I had heard, I did not go again for some 
time. When I did go, it was to find the little sanctuary closed. I found' 
that the young man had not been accepted, that some of his hearers had 
hired the public hall, and the young minister had consented to remain- 
and preach there, and as the majority of professors in the present day are 
fond of anything fresh, of course he had many followers, and the few 
who remained at the chapel were greatly pained, and when these cir- 
cumstances came to my knowledge, it touched a tender chord ; my sym- 
pathies were aroused. I saw their harps hanging upon the willows, and 
I longed to share their sorrows. I was greatly exercised in-my mind, for 
as they had now no stated minister, I could not see clearly that it was 
my duty to leave the church, especially as it was very uncertain as to 
whether the Baptists could carry on their cause, so completely had their 
hopes been frustrated. I was sorely tried in my mind, still clinging to 
the church, yet knowing I was useless there, was tempted to free myself 
from her. Just at this time, I heard that a minister was expected to 
preach at the chapel on the following night. ' Accordingly I went and 
heard a truly free-grace sermon, the first I had ever heard which had 
any reference to Good's electing love. This sermon, much as I enjoyed 
it, greatly unsettled me ; I felt those grand and glorious truths to be the 
only food that would satisfy my soul ; I saw also the downcast looks of 
those dear people, and I longed to tell them how deeply I sympathized 
with them in their present trials ; but as yet they knew not that in 
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reality I belonged to them, that I was a Baptist, both in pxineiple and 
pnactioe, that I b^ioTed tha same traths which they believed^ cheiished 
the same hope, trusted in the same Sayiour, and expected to enjoy His 
presence in heaven at last,, and with them to sing for erer the redemption 
aong, " Unto him that has loved as, and washed us from our sins in His 
own bloody unto Him be glory and dominion for ever.'' 

But to proceed. After hearing the above named sermon, I was 
very much tempted to introduce myself to the Baptist friends, bat not 
being sufficiently acquainted with them to speak to them about it, I 
determined to write. AccnndUngly I wrote a letter, but so difficult 
did I find it to decide whether I should send it or not, that I spent a 
whole i^eepless night, so feavful was I lest it should in any way intei-fere 
with the church. I thought, now this icay be the first step, but to 
prevent it, I will light my fire with the letter, and I took it up for 
that purpose. But again I altered my mind, and after a desperate 
stmggle within, I sent the letter, expressing my pleasure at having heard 
such a truthful sermon, and my sympathy with them under their present 
trying circumstances, hoping the Lord would soon ^pear for them, &c. 
After this, I. went to every service they held, if it were possible, and of 
course soon became better known amongst them. I mean to say every 
week service, for I was a long time before I could absent myself firom 
the church on the Sunday. The first time I did so was to bear Mr. W. 
W., who occasionally supplied for them. After hearing him preach, and 
conversation with him at the house of our good deacon, I became very 
iinsettled and undecided, and every service I attended only increased 
the painful exercises of my mind. I particularly remember one Sunday 
morning going to their prayer meeting, and when I entered the door, a 
peculiar solemnity seemed to pervade the place ; it was the last minute 
before the commencement of the service, and I thought I could enter 
into the meaning of Jacob's words, when he said, " Sur^y the Lord is 
in this place." And as 1 listened to the prayers of .first one, and then 
another, I felt my soul traly melted down. They weoe not the prayers 
of those who were going on prosperously, who were watching the cords 
of Zion as they lengthened, and with joy looked upon the stakes as they 
utrengthened, but they were the prayers of those whose spirits were cast 
down, whose hearts were well nigh broken, for the fine which had sent 
out her boughs into the sea, and her branches into the river, had been 
broken down. They were almost constrained to write Ichabod upon 
their sanctuacy, for the glory had departed. They sat down with the 
Jews of old, to weep by the risers of Babylon when tJiey remembered 
Zion ; but while their hearts were overwhelmed within them, they were 
led to the rock that was higher than they. With humble submission 
they cast themselves upon a faithful and covenant keeping God. Cheered 
and encouraged by the promises of Him who cannot lie, they renewed 
their strength, and in the language and spirit of the Psalmist they cried 
" Turn us again, O Lord God of hosts, cause thy face to shine, and we 
shall be saved." Happily they knew that nothing happened to them by 
chance, but that every blow came from a loving Fi^ther's hand, *' I the 
Lord do all these things. Therefore instead of crying as they had 
hitherto done, " Woe unto us for we are spoiled," they were enabled to 
encourage themselves in the Lord and say, "Truly, in the Lord 
our God is the salvation of Israel." The Lord was pleased from time to 
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tima to give ihain some sweat glimpBea of His fiusa in their litlla 
sanctuary, and to assure them that Hia presence should go with them. 

The more I went amongst that people, and the better I knew them, 
the more convinced I was that the Lord cauld not, consistently with His 
word, suffer them to sink under their trouble^ for who that ever com- 
mitted their cause submissively into his hands, were overwhelmed ? In 
the exercise of faith and confidence in their God, they looked forward 
to brighter and better days, and 1 trust that the sequel will prove that 
they were not disappointed, for the Locd of hosts was with them, the 
God of Jacob was their refiige. 

Billingboro'. Mabie. 
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The reader will remember that the last chapter closed with a statement 
of the painfnl temporal circumstances in which we were placed in Cardiff, 
'^ reduced to our last half-crown," and strangers to a throne of graoe. 
It was Lord's-day, August 5th, 1855, that I was sitting in my little room 
miserable and low-spirited, when I took up a number of the ChrisHcm 
Cabinet which lay on the table, and my eyes fell upon the words, openr 
air preaching, I immediately fell upon my knees and burst into tearef, 
"0 God," I exclaimed, "there are men in the world living for thine honour 
and glory ; and I, what a wretch I have been I In spite of aJl thou hast 
given me and done for me, I have lived in the service of Satan and of 
sin, and have utterly forgotten thee ; why not cast me into hell at once, 
and let my sufferings atone to thine insulted mercy and justice V* But 
language can never describe the mental anguish and spiritual distress of 
that hour, the overwhelming sense of sin and guiilt that pressed on my 
conscience then was indescribable; that Ions; God-forgetting, God- 
dishonouring life of mine, the purity, inflexibility, and spirituality of 
that law wuich I had so constantly broken, and the weight of vengeance 
that I had incurred, must be felt to be known. For hours I wrestled in 
agony beneath the load - of unforgiven sin, and cried and groaned for 
pardon. At last it came, " Thy sins which are many are all forgiven 
thee ;'' then peace flowed in like a river, and righteousness like the waves 
of the sea. Then I was afraid to retire to rest lest I should lose that 
deep and blessed joy, lest 1 should wake in my old cold worldly state in 
the morning. But when that morning came, the joy, the sweet sense of 
pardon, the fellowship with Jesus, the earnest spirit x: prayer still con- 
tinued. 

Of course our temporal circumstances were still the same, but I had 
drunk of the wine of His love, and drinking, had forgotten my poverty 
and remembered my misery no more. That evening, I was to lecture a^ 
Abergavenny, but only eight persons came ; the consequence was that I 
did not deliver the lecture, but returned them their money. It was a 
beautiful moonlight night, and not being able to afford paying for a 
supper, we bought a penny loaf each, aiid ate it while we walked be- 
neath the shadow of the Abergavenny mountains. The next morning 
We staxted to walk home to Cardiff not being able for want of funds to 
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take the rail. Our cnp now seemed full to the brim ; we had reaehed a 
point beyond which we conld endure no more ; but 

He knows how long the wilful heart, 

Kequires the chastening gnof ; 
And soon as sorrow's worl^is done, 

'Tis He who sends relief. 

He sitteth on the water-floods . 

When waves of sorrow rise ; 
And while He holds the bitter cnp, 

He wipes the tearfid eyes. 

The next morning, Tuesday, I received a subpoena from a London 
attorney to attend a trial which was coming off at Kingston on-Thames, 
and in which I was an important witness. When I first received it I 
exclaimed, " O Lord, what does this mean 1 I came from London where 
I had known better days to this place, that none might witness my 
poverty, and now 1 am summoned back almost to the very spot I left, 
show me wherefore thou contendest with me ?" As no fee was sent 
with the subpoena, which there ought to have been, I had to sell a 
number of books, and my portmanteau, to get the money to pay my fare 
up, leaving my dear wife till I should return in an almost penniless con- 
dition. 1 reached Paddington on the Saturday night, unwell in body, 
and harassed in mind. On the Monday morning I went into the Strand 
to see the solicitor on the business for which I had been summoned to 
London. After seeing him, while passing along the Strand, I met an 
old school-fellow who asked me what I was doing ? 

I answered, " Nothing, and know not what I shall do." 

He said, " You remember your old friend H. ?" 

I said, « Yes." 

" Well," he said, *•' he was engaged as lecturer on Physical Geography, 
at the * y but left it suddenly and unexpectedly on Satur- 
day last. It is an engagement that would just suit you." 

I thanked him for the information, walked direct to the private 
residence of James W— , Esq., M.P., the proprietor ; he gave me an 
order to go over it, and wished me to return to tell him whether I conld 
undertake it. I saw it, and told him I could. 

" When will you begin ]" he said. 

*' To-morrow," I replied. 

" Well," he said, " I like your promptitude, do so." 

I did. I was to receive two guineas per week, and this, consider- 
ing my recent circumstances, seemed like a fortune. I walked along 
Trafalgar square, weeping, praising, and blessing God. Now I under- 
stood why I had been brought back from Wales, where we were on the 
verge of destitution to London, where on the very day after my arrival 
I obtained employment. 

God moves in a mysterious way, 
His wonders to perform. 

My dear wife came up to London immediately, and we pitched our 

tent near Kennington. I had been at the " " but a few weeks, 

when a gentleman who was among the audience at one of m;^ lectures 
on the ** Gulf Stream," asked me privately at the close, if I conld 
undertake to lecture to a select audience twice a week, at Kenning- 
ton, on the physical sciences % I engaged to do so, i.e., to deliver 
two lectures, weekly, each to last three quarters of an honr, and foi' 
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which he engaged to pay me thirty shillings weekly. Thus the Lord in 
bringing me, Uiough sadly against my will, back again from Wales to 
London, brought me from the very verge of destitution, to the receipt 
of nearly a hundred and ninet}*^ pounds per annum. 

'Tis the right way, and even here, 

Faith loves to call it so ; 
But more when viewed from yonder sphere. 

Shall we its rightness know. 

I continued at the till the Lord opened the way for me into 

-the ministry. But how he did this and how I became introduced into, 
and identified with the Strict Baptist body, I must defer the relation of 
till my next ; simply adding here, that in less than six months after the 
Lord had brought me to a knowledge of Himself, he met with my deat- 
wife also, while we were for a few weeks sojourning at Oxford, and fi'om 
that hour to this we have enjoyed sweet fellowship together in the things 
of God. 



THE CHUECH OF OUR FOREFATHERS AT WALTHAM 

ABBEY, IN ESSEX. 

WALTHAM Abbey, Ebekezeb Baptist Chapel, Fovktain Square. 



{The following report is, to us, very interesting ; its insertion is calculated 

to encourage many of the weakly and the tried. — Ed.] 
This newly erected house of prayer was opened for the public worship of 
God, on September 22nd, 1868. The service commenced by the pastor, Mr. 
F. Green, giving out the beautiful hymn beginning, ** Come, thou fotmt of 
^very blessing ;'* after which the esteemed servant of God, Mr. S. Milner, 
•delivered a very sound Gospel sermon from the latter clause of Exodus xx. 
2^. At five o'clock, a good number of friends sat down to a well-furnished 
table of tea and cake. In the evening, Mr. John Hazelton, of London, by 
the Lord's help, was led to dilate fully and freely, upon the words found in 
Ha^Kgai ii« 4, '* For I am with you, saith the Lord of ho^its." Every seat was 
weU filled, and many expressed that it was of a truth good to be there. 

It has been requested of me, by this old tried church of Christ, to give 
an epitome of its history, in order to acquaint the churches of the same 
faith and practice, of the glorious interposition of divine providence, 
recently displayed on their behalf in their removal from Bethel to Ebenezer 
Baptist chapel, through which they are privileged to exclaim, '' What haiJi 
God wroiu[ht !'* This only knoYirn Strict Communion Baptist church in the 
town of Waltham, rented and assembled for the worship of God, a place 
•called *^ Bethel chapel," for upwards of tweuty-three years past, this place 
l)eing authoritatively required of them, after a legal term, at the expiration of 
which they were necessitated noUiis volens, to make a final exit therefrom. 
In the first stage of this eventful crisis, the mind of the church was express- 
ive of Jacob's trouble, that ''all these things are against me," but their 
•cries and groans entered into the ears of the Lord of Sabaoth concerning it. 
The answer speedily followed, '' This is the way, walk ye in it," and before 
the friends bestirred themselves to any external means, a door was opened, 
-an unsought volunteer and friend presented himself (in the hour of need) 
knowing the position of the church (see Luke vii. 5,) agreed to render any 
and every assistance (irrespective of personal aggrandizement) that lay 
within his power, which he has to the fullest extent carried out, in the com- 
pletion of a very substantial, neat, and comfortable house of prayer, where 
the church and con^egation may, blessed be the Lord, serve him without 
.any fear of molestation, which place will, by divine help, and the exertions 
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and sympatby of friends be pnrcliMed (without rental) 1^ the church in 
own time. This little despised family is a branch from the parent chnrok 
first planted in the neighbourhood of Paradise row, Waltham Abbey, 
in the year 1729, under the pastorate of Mr. John Author. This 
church grew amazingly in number and grace, and at that period it occupied 
no 8mi£ position in the annals of nonconformity and patronized by some 
very eminent men. In August 15th, 1764, the venerable John Davis entered 
upon his public ministry there, and that masterly divine and oriental scholar 
John GiU, D.D. (whom Dr. Newman called the great English Rabbi,) preached 
the ordination sermon, in the morning from these words, Ezek. x. 20, 
" This is the living creature that I saw under the Gt)d of Israel l^ the river 
of Chebar, and I Imew that they were the chembims.'' Mr. Samuel Burford 
preached in the evening. From this church, Mr. James Upton, (forty-eight 
yean pastor of the church in Blaokfriars road), went forth to preach in the 
18th year of his age, and on Feb. 20th, 1785, he delivered his first sermon 
from the pulpit at Waltham Abbey from 1 Cor. xv. 10. These minutia may 
be deemed frivolous, but 

I venerate the men whose hearts are warm, 
Whose doctrine and whose life ooincident, 
Exhibit lucid proof that such are honest 
In the Masters cause. 

Here Dr. W. Newman frequently preached, and I believe was sent out 
from this church to Bow, wh^ he became settled. In a neighbouring house 
the quaiDt yet famous godly divine John Kyland, preached, and 
one old saint of God, Mr. W. Maynard, now member of ^^Ebenezer," near 
ninety years of age, was then a child, and heard the good old preacher, Mr. 
Joseph Ivimy, the Baptist church historian, and Mr. Pritohard, Dr. New- 
man's biographer, often supplied the pulpit here. During the commencement 
of the present century a dark dispensation of providence came over this 
church of Paradise row. They were without a settled pastor for thirteen 
years, in which they termed themselves in a state of widowhood, and did 
not break bread the whole of that time. In the year 1824, a disruptioD 
took place in this church arising from the propagation of doctrinal errors by 

the officiating minister, Mr. K ^n. This worked disaffection in the minds 

of many in connection therewith, and a few deemed it expedient to wi1&- 
draw themselves from church fellowBhip, one of whom had held the office of 
deacon for upwards of forty-three years. But a clear perception of the 
divine rights of the church, together with a keen apprehension of injured 
innocence, for the truth's sake, has been the marked feature in the character 
of this people for many years past. They soon met as of old, with one 
accord m one place, which was taken upon a lease of twenty-one yean at 
£3 per annum, made suitable for the purpose, where they might worship 
him, for whose glory they found no sacrifice too great, with a zeal for the 
Lord of host§, according to experimental knowleidge ; they united into a 
duly organized church, mtsed upon Strict Communion principles, enjoying 
the full demands of conscience, and private judgment, m things pertaining 
unto life and eodliness ; nor was even then in them a known infirmity to 
cringe beneath the mock sceptre of any peccable lord, or to call any man 
master. Blessed be the Lord of life and glory wealth cannot pttrchase ncr 
annihilate spiritual peace and unspeakable liberty in 'His Zion, this is 
His divine prerogative, to give or withhold. This little church began to 
find the place too strait for them, after receiving in 1842 another increase of 
eleven members from Paradise row, who came out from that place, on the 
entrance of that mongrel system of open-communion. After fhis the ohtDdk 
thought it desirable to enlaige, or to pull down luid rebuild the chap^ 
known at that time by the name of " iSgeon house,** they then licensed a 
room in Bland's yard, for the preaching of the Gospel, and commenced col- 
lecting for the above purpose, when ;w), was soon raised towards it ; but 
the design was then thwarted by a more alluring device, which was, tiurt a 
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pkoe sQiittble ahonld be ymMtj built, uid the dmxeh oould bixe it at a 
moderate xental. This loheme was too readily aooeded to by the friends, as 
the new project was blighted in the bud, and vividly portrayed by Oow- 
per, in his **Table Tidk," i.6., 

Ton told me, I remember, glory Imilt 
On selfish principles, ie shame and guilt; 
The deeds that men admire as half divine, 
Are nought, because oorrupt in their design. 

The friends laboured in that place in much sorrow, but that is past ; the 
mimatnition of the word was set forth and blessed, (to many a needy 
humUe soul,) by nearly the whole stafif of able mimsters of the Gospel in 
the Strict Mptist denomination, but even that could not make a large 
chuich at Waltham Abbey. However, the steady progress of the church, 
and their close adherence to the troth of the Gospel, and to each other as at 
this present time in the new sanctuary, must be clearly visible, that the whole 
vesoh is of the Lord ; and may it never be other than the insignia it now 
bears Ebeneiser, '^ a stone of help,'* prays yours respectfully on behalf of the 
church, * W. Wiktbbs. 

Oct. 10, 1868. 



NEW BOOKS. 



"OHKisTiAir Infidels." 

This singularly paradoxical term 
stands forth prominently in the pre- 
face to the Isist new volume from the 
pen of Mr. James Gbant, the author 
of God is love, and several other 
theological worioi. The title of this 
new book, reads thus : The Religious 
Tendencies of the Times : or. How to 
Deal with the Deadly Errors and 
Dangerous Delvsions of the Day. By 
James Grant, &c. London : Pul>- 
lished by WilUam Macintosh, Pater- 
noster row. 

This is altogether a strong and 
decided witness against the most 
fearful i>erversions of truth which 
are now poured forth from pulpit, 
press, and platform, in all parts of 
the United Kingdom. A more sea- 
sonable, or a more useful production, 
Mr. 'Grant has never given to the 
people. But, it is like a little life- 
boat put out to sea at a time when 
the perilous waves are breaking and 
dashing on the vessel with such 
united force as to threaten irrecover- 
able ruin to craft, and crew, and all 
onboard. 



» 



Our nation, our ^' Protestant 
couniiy, our ^' Gospel England,'^ and 
the visible Proteetant church which 
•tsoMlB in our midst, are in great dan- 

Cof losing their power, their privi- 
m, and their position altogether. 



as' a Christian nation, and as a people 
faithful to their God. Arnmdamsmy 
says Bailey, in his Lexicon, ^ 4s the 
doctrine of the Arminian, so called 
from Jacobus Asminius, who held 
free-grace, and xmiversal redemp- 
tion." This Arminianism, like a 
flood, has been coming in to inundate 
the diurches of this land for many 
generations. It has almost entire^ 
driven back the river of electing 
love and of eternal life ; that is, so 
far as the public ministry of the doc- 
trines of grace are concerned. But 
very few men comparatively speaking 
dare to be faithful to the truu of the 
Gospel in these times. Moreover, 
from these floods of Arminianism, 
other poisonous streams are gushing 
out in all directions, until, as Mr. 
Grant says in his preface, ^' Never 
was there a time in the annals of 
Chnstianiiy, in which the reUgiocn of 
Jesus was exposed to so many and 
such fierce assaults from its foes.'* 
D€|)end upon it, this is true ; and 
very few have suffidred more severely 
in the:conflict than ourselves. Three 
times have we endeavoured to estab- 
lish a week^ witness to the truth as 
it is in Jesus ; but the enmity and 
powerf ol forces of the enemies have 
driven us back, thrown us down, 
tiiuinphed over us,aad while our foes 
are rejoioing over our ruin, our 
friends (?) if ever we had any, are 
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flying over to the hosts of our ad- 
Tersaries as fast as they can do so. 

Now is the time to read the pro- 
phet Joel. We had almost said, 
Satan has set up an immense number 
of intoxicating drug palaces, in which 
the people may drink in Arminian- 
ism, Free-willism, Fullerism, Anni- 
hilationism, Ritualism, and so on ; 
until, there is indeed an appropri- 
ateness in the alarming voice of the 
Lord by the prophet Joel, " Awake, 
ye drunkards, and weep, and howl, 
all ye drinkers of wine, for a nation 
is come up upon my land, strong, 
and without number ;** and how larue 
is the following: "the meat-offer- 
ing and the drink-offering is cut 
off from the house of the Lord ; the 
lobd's ministers mourn !" 

We almost fear to make any effort 
or we would willingly take tlus bold 
testimony of Mr. Grant's, and read 
it, with notes and comments, in the 
streets, in the villages, in the schools, 
in the chapels ; yea, everywhere 
where our voice, in sounding out the 
alarms contained in this book might 
be heard until many must awake 
from their present lethargy and in- 
difference. 

Mr. James Grant has gone into 
some of the dens of Deadly ErrorSy 
he has taken hold of the lions by 
their beards; and he has given them 
a sound shaking ; as we will show 
next month. 



The Dens, and the Dirt of our 
English Peasantry. 

Whenever we take up Hie Ch/rde- 
mrh Magazine, and look into its 
contents, (although we do not per- 
sonally know the editor,) we silently 
say '^ What a first-class, noble-minded 
philosopher, philanthropist, and gen- 
uine Christian, this Shirley Hibberd 
must be !'' There is stamped upon 
every page of this paper^ such evi- 
dences of greatness of mind, and of 
practical knowledge in every branch 
of floriculture, botany, gardening, 
and nursery work, as must c(Mnmand 
it to the grateful esteem of many 
thousands. One article on the great 
contrast between the dens and the 
dirt of many thousands of the Eng- 
lish, Irish, Scotch, and Welsh pea- 
santry, and the beautiful cots, and 



cottage gardens, here and tbere to be 
seen, is so powerful in its descrip- 
tions and suggestions, that we could 
wish every farmer, land-owner, and 
cottager could read it ; and lay it 
well to heart. If the huts, the dens, 
and the dirty deserts, where thou- 
sands exist, could be turned into 
clean neat cottages, with well culti- 
vated plots of garden-ground, beer 
and brutalism would give way to 
sobriety, thrift, and a love^ of peace 
and order ; and the moral and social 
advantages to all classes would be in- 
calculable. One little paragraph 
caught up at random, from the bot- 
tom of one of the pages of thiB 
Gardener's Magazine, must suffice 
now. 

^'A garden is a beautiful book, 
writ by the finger of God; every 
flower and every leaf is a letter. 
You have only to learn them— and 
he is a poor dunce that cannot, if 
he will, do that — to learn them and 
join them, and then go on reading 
and reading. And you will find 
yourself carried away from the 
earth by the beautiful story you 
are going through. Tou do not 
know what beautiful thoughts grow 
out of the ground, and seem to 
talk to a man. And then there are 
some flowers that seem to me Hke 
over-dutiful children : tend them 
but ever so little, and they come 
up and flourish, and show, as I may 
say, their bright and happy faces to 
you.'* 

TJhe Beligiiyiis' Tendencies of thi 
Times ; or, How to Deal wi6i the 
Deadly Errors, and Dai\/gerous Dekfr 
sions of the Day. By James Grant. 
Published by William Macintosh. 
Under the heading, *' Christian In- 
fldeltf," we have given a notice of 
this weighty volume. Let i^e popu- 
lar ministers of the day well under- 
stand one thing; in this important 
book Mr. Grant has not hesi- 
tated faithfully to charge the 
majority of the men who occupy the 
pulpits of our day with a most fear- 
ful departure from the G^ospel of 
the grace of G6d. He says distinctly, 
''They preach another Gospel than 
that of our Lord Jesus Christ. Each 
of them has a Gospel of his own, 
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of which Satan cordially approvea, 
because nothing could more effec- 
tually do his work/' What does 
this mean? It means nothing more 
nor less than that, ^^ in most of our 
present pulpits," the gentlemen who 
occupy them are not &e servants of 
God at all, they are not the ambas- 
sadors of Christ in any measure, 
they are really in disguise, the vas- 
sals of that creature of whom it is 
said, "Now the serpent was more 
subtle than any beast of the field 
which the Lord God had made ;'* and 
he deceived the woman, seduced, and 
led her and her husband into awful 
transgression, a transgression which 
involved their posterity in misery, 
sorrow, bloodshed, and ruin inex- 
pressibly woeful and overwhelming. 

And is it a fact, that the men who 
occupy most of the pulpits in our 
day, are only helping on the great 
delusion ? lliat the gentlemen dea- 
cons who invite and pay them, are 
auxiliaries to the furtherance of 
Satan's kingdom ? That the immense 
congregations who give their large 
subscriptions to support their minis- 
ters, and who surrender themselves 
to their teaching, are simply the blind 
devotees of a blinded ministry, both 
of whom, the Saviour said, must 
fail into the ditch? What, is this 
the plight we poor English people 
are reduced tor Are we not only 
in danger of being deceitfully cares- 
sed by the Romish pope, his pontiffs, 
cardinals, doctors, &c., but are our 
professed Protestant advocates, who 
stand in most of our pulpits only of 
that class of whom Paul to the Cor^ 
intians wrote, when of them he said, 
they "preach another Jesus," they 
are " false apostles, deceitful workers, 
transforming themselves into the 
apostles of Christ Y* And then, with 
all the coolness and authority im- 
aginable he adds, " And no marvel, 
for Satan himself is transformed 
into an angel of light. Therefore it 
is no great thing if his ministers also 
be transformed as the ministers of 
righteousness ; whose end shall be 
according to their works.'* What ! 
we ask again, is this our condition 
AS a professing Christian people ? If 
Mr. Grant has not, or cannot, shew 
that this c]iarge is founded on, and 



proved by, indisputable evidence, we 
say, he ought not to write any more 
of these books ; but, if like Paul, he 
will back up these solemn assertions 
by proof ; if like Paul, he can add, 
'* I say again, let no man think me a 
fool,'* (and we certainly do not think 
Mr. Grant, in this book, is either a 
fool or a false witness,) then, if this 
is our condition, we call upon the re- 
spectable publisher of this book to 
have large posters posted up in every 
part of the united kingdom, with 
these words on them, *' Treason in 
the pulpits, delusion in the pews. 
See Mr. James Grant's last work on 
* Our Dangers, and our Duties,' " 
and we would call upon every man 
who occupies professedly the position 
of a minister of the Gospel, to go, 
with all speed and earnestness, to the 
throne of grace with that prayer of 
David's, ** Search me, O God, and 
know my heart, try me, and know 
my thoughts, and see if there be any 
wicked way in me, and lead me in 
the way everlasting." And we would, 
finally, call upon all who are really 
concerned about their souls' salva- 
tion, to take heed who and what they 
hear, for if Mr. Grant has not uttered 
a solemn and truthful warning to 
them all, we are mistaken. But we 
have not done with this subject yet. 

An Ancient CohhUr. — Two hun- 
dred years ago, perhaps more, there 
lived in the city of London a cobbler, 
named Samuel How. He mended 
shoes and studied the Bible during 
the six working-days, and on Sun- 
days he preached the Gospel to a few 
people over whom he was placed as 
their spiritual pastor. A clergy- 
man who resided in that part of the 
city, derided the idea of a cobbler 
preaching ; he said, indeed, no man 
out of the National Church, and 
not educated for, and duly initiated 
into %i% ministry, either could or 
shotdd preach. The cobbler's friends 
challenged the clergyman to give 
Samuel How a text, and then to 
come and hear him preach the ser- 
mon. It is a fact, well authenticated^ 
that the clergyman did both. The 
ancient print, which I have seen, 
shows Uie clergyman entering the 
cobbler's stall, and presenting him 
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idth the propoied text ; wMoli was 
this (2 Peter iii. 16), ^^ In whioh are 
some things hard to be understoody 
which they that are unlearned and 
unstable wreBt, as they do also the 
other Scriptures, unto their own 
destruction." From that solemn 
scripture the ^Gobbler preached a ser- 
mon ; it is headed, '^ The Sufficiency 
of the Spirit's Teaching." The 
jdeigyman heard it ; the result I stop 
not here to describe. It was a 
masterly discovery of the kind of 
'' learning" Peter referred to. That 
sermon was published ; it was a 
great blessing ; it has been considered 
suited to the times in which we live. 
A little band of good Protestants 
propose to re-issue it with the en- 
grayed frontispiece. The price will 
be sixpence. All friends to the dis- 
semination of pure truth will oblige 
if they will send their orders for the 
work, addressed to ^^The Cobbler 
How Society, care of James Paul, 
Pulpit Office, Chapter House Court, 
Paternoster row." By sending one 
stamp, a few prospectuses wHl be 
forwarded; and a most exteosive 
circulation of the work may thereby 
be accomplished. 

The Last Adam, By Lieut-Cren. 
H. Goodwyn, author of " Antitypical 
Parallels," &c. London : S. W. 
Partridge and Co. There are, at 
least, three portions of this book, 
which furnish material for thought, 
critical enquiry, and prophetic re- 
flection. The first is, the "Evidence 
that the church is not the kingdom, 
but the eve of the new creation ;" 
tbe second is, "A synopsis of the 
book of the apocalypse of Jesus 
Christ ;" the third is, "Seven typical 
phases of the coming kingdom. '^ 
The venerable and indefatigable 
writer of this and other volumes, is 
dpening up veins of Biblical and pro- 
phetic study quite new to many 
of us who have not hitherto read 
Bome portions of the word^ as he has 
t)een favoured to do. * ' The Last 
Adam," is a handsome book ; and all 
who carefully iperuse its contents, 
will be convinced that Lieut-Gen. 
H. Groodwyn is a devout, and 
learned Christian author ; and that 
his IbM days are given up to the 
promotion of an increased measure 
of prophetic light into, and a grow- ' 



iog knowledge of those more pinre 
and perfect regions or diiqpexua- 
tions, which shall be the inheri- 
tance of the redeemed ere the mys- 
tery of God shall be finished. 

OapUai Ptmishmenit is Murder 
LegaUsud, By J. C. L. Carson, M.D., 
published by Houlston and Wright. 
A profoundly argumentative, and 
most conclusiye book. These twelve 
diaptexs certainly cannot be read by 
any unbiassed mind, without deriv- 
ing advantages worth ten times 
the cost of purchase and time of 
reading. A victorious champion 
Ihr. Carson will certainly prove, if 
he can but persevere. His work 
ought to be more than popular ; it 
should be universally digested, and 
talked of in all circles of society. 

The Luthercm Observer , from Phil- 
adelphia, has reached us ; so has 
"The Protestant'* from Sydney; 
and notices of a periodical conduc- 
ted by Mr. Samuel Cozens, at 
Launceston. Of these^ the month 
being nearly gone ; as well as Mr. 
Cozens' paper on ** Mixed Com- 
munion," we cannot say more now. 

C, H, Spy/rgeon, his hooks, his ser- 
mons, and his institutiofis," Having 
received several of Mr. Spuigeon's 
works for review, we have com- 
menced a lengthened notice of them ; 
and originally intended it for this 
month ; but several things have 
caused us to defer it. 

Elijah the Tishbite, (md Elijah Hhe 
Chriaitia/iif a memoir of the late Mr. 
E. Packer, is now ready. 

We beg to call the attention of 
our readers to the announcement on 
the cover, of the issuing of the 
Baptist Alma/nack for next year. It 
is to be ready with the December 
magastnes ; and we ask the early 
aasistaziee of ministers and deacons 
to furnish correotions and additions. 
We understand a beautiful engraving 
of Mr. Prith's new cSaafel, at Bexley, 
(opened this month) is to form the 
froniiapisce. 

Chemng Werds ior this month 
contains some choice pieces ; and we 
think one-halfpenny cannot be much 
better spent than in thepUTOfaaseof 
this Mttlemcmthly. The volume foor 
this year wiU be ready early in De- 
oember, and will form a zuoe litfle 
Christmas present. 
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Ht Belovbd tovko bubkbs,— It has 
been my happy lot to see, on TBtrioas occa- 
dons, scholars and teachers of our school 
pot on the Lord Jesus Christ by baptism. 
And now two of our dear scholars (one a 
little one,) and two of our beloved teachers, 
cut of love for Jesus, to tell their love for 
him, to show they trust him as their Sa- 
viour are going down into the water to- 
night to be ba^zed in his name. I thought 
it desirable for this reason to hold our 
monthly prayer-meeting to-day. 

I dare say some of my voung friends 
here are ready to say *^ What is the meaning 
of this baptism,'* just as In the days of 
Moses, the children saw their fathers and 
mothers prepare the feast of the Passover, 
and they said ^'What mean you by this 
service" (Exodus xii 26.) I will txy and 
show vou what we mean by bc^iim. 

And when I say baptism^ remember we 
do not call that baptism that some folks do, 
when a few drops of water are sprinkled 
in the face of a little child, perhaps asleep, 
or if not asleep, the little thing cries 
and shakes its head, and wonders what 
they are doing with it. No ! we find 
notiiiog in the Bible to teach us nonsense 
such as tluit. Thebaptism the Bibleieaches — 
the baptism Christ commands is, when I 
>am old enough to know that I love Jesus — 
when I have come ^o his cross and trust 
him as my Saviour, then in obedience 
to his will, I am plunged beneath the 
water as a token of my love for him. This 
is tiie baptism of the Bible. 

I will give you <me beautiful picture of 
baptism from the Bible. Then I will give 
you three ideas of its meaningl 

The picture I get from the 8th of Acts. 
Kany miles to the south of Jerusalem, is a 
desert stretching towards Egypt and E&io- 
]^ There iHi^oad across the desert See! 
there comes along the road a great man 
riding in his chariot, reading a roll or- book. 
He is treasurer to a great queen — the queen 
of Ethiopia. He has been to Jerusalem. 
What for? To worship. He has heard 
like many others, of the God of the Jews, 
and anxious to worship the true God, he 
has bedn up to Jerusalem. He does not yet 
understand the way of salvation, but he is 
earnestly seeing it. He has obtained a 
copy of the Scriptures at Jerusalem. I 
dare say he bought it of the scribes for a 
gieatsum of money. He is reading of the 
sufferings of Christ in the fiftv-third 
chajpter of the prophet Isaiah, and won- 
denng what it means. And while he is 
reading, a* stranger m seen upon the road — 
a man of middle ^re, and plainly draped, 
hke a pUnim. £Db is one of the twelve 
AposUes. He hears ^hesomid of wheels. A 
iBittriot is •coming. An unseen voiee-Whis- 
-peiB, >'Go, PhiUp, ridB *withthat mga m 



the chariot, and speak to him." (It was the 
voice of God, and so that voice says oftea 
now to ministers, "• Speak to that man— that 
woman. — Sunday school teachers, speak 
to that boy, that girl in ^our class, tell 
them about Jesus.^) Phihp rund to the 
chariot and speaks. ^^ Sir, understandest 
thou what thou readest ?" The great man 
looks up from the book. He is not offended 
at the stranger. "How can I understand? 
(he says) come up and sit with me, and 
tell the meaning. Here is a Scripture 
puzzles me ; I cannot understand it. * He 
was led as a lamb to the slaughter, and as 
a sheep before her shearers is dumb, so he 
opened not his mouth.' What does the 
prophet mean by this ? Does he speak of 
oimself or of another ? ' * Beautiful simplicity 
and earnestness! Oh, that you and I haa 
move of the chUd-like simplicity of thw 
man — ^that we were more ready like a little 
child to come and learn of Jesus. Then 
Philip opened his mouth and preached to 
him Jesus. 

^« And as they went on their wa^, they 
came to a certain water, and the eunuch 
said, See, here is water, what doth hinder 
me to be baptized ?" 

" And Philip said. If thou believest with 
all thine heart, thou mayest. And he an- 
swered and said, I believe that Jesus Christ 
is the Son of God." 

" And he commanded the chariot to stand 
still, and they went down both into the 
water, both Pnilip and the eunuch, and he 
baptized him."— Acts viii. 36, 37, 38. 

And now I will try and show you in a 
few words the meanings of this holism. 

And FIBST. It is a beautiful figure of the 
sv^erings of JesuSy and his glorious resur- 
rection. In Luke xii 50, he says, '^ I have 
a baptism to be baptized with, and how am 
I straitened (or anxious) to accomplish it 1" 
Yes ! he was anxious to be plunged in a 
sea of suffering, so that he might save our 
souls. Water is often a figure of trouble 
and sorrows. Dr. Watts says of heaven,-^ 

" Not a wave of trouble roll. 
Across mypeaceful breait." 

TaMng of waves you should have sees 
the sea as I saw it, eight days ago ; there 
-was a fearful hurricane. I could scarce 
stand upright on the beach ; the wave» 
dashing over the paaade, and casting their 
white foam high as the house-tops. John 
in Eev. xxi. speaking of heaven says, ** I 
saw a new heaven and a new earth, and 
there Was no more seo." I take that to 
mean that in heaventhere^dhaUbe nomcv^ 
steering or sorrow. Yes! the MesseS 
Redeemer was plunged beneath a sea bf 
sorrow, that ncne but €K>d dould'bear. 

" Once was the great Bedeemer plunged 
In Jordan's swelling flood, 
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To show he must be soon baptized, 
In tears, and sweat, and blood." 
But oh ! just as he rose from the waves of 
Jordan, so on the resurrection morning he 
rose. Gonquerer over sin, and death, 
and hell ; and now there is no hell for any 
poor soul here that trusts in Jesus, — that 
looks to Jesus. Think of that when you 
jee the service of baptism (some of you) 
to-night 

And then the second thing meant by 
baptism. It is Ajtgure of the toashing away 
of sin and rising to new life. As the body 
is plunged beneath the water, so, my dear 
ffiends, if you and I are saved, our guilty 
Houls must be plunged in the Redeemer's 
blood. 

*^ There is a fountain filled with blood, 
Drawn from ImmanueUs veins ; 

And sinners plunged beneath that flood. 
Lose all their guilty staina" 
And when in baptism the body rises from 
the water, it is to show that so washed by 
the Saviour's blood, we rise to a new 
life of holiness; no longer slaves of sin 
but servants of Jesus. Think of that when 
you see the service of baptism (some of 
you) to-night. 

And then the last thing meant by baptism. 
It is my oaih of aUegiance to Christ, When 
a young man enters one department of 
the service of our queen, he declares that 
he -will love her, honour her, and obey her ; 
and so baptism is a declaration to the world 
that 1 love Christ — that I have given him 
my heartj and that by His grace I will 
follow him through life, until he take me 
to dwell with him for ever. 

Is not baptism then a glorious service, 
full of beautiful meaning ? 

Have I any of our Bible classes 
here anxious to follow Christ too, 
uneasy they have not done so, fearing 
they are unworthy, but longing to be 
numbered with his people ? I will give you 
a little text of five words, Job xxii. 21, 
'''•Acquaint now thyself with him." 

But then the thought arises such as this, 
** I feel I need a Saviour, I desire to know 
Christ ; how shall I acquaint myself with 
fcim?" 

I answer — ^my dear young friend, the 
desire to know Christ comes from him : and 
if he has put that desire in your heart, he 
will show himself to you. Yes, he will 
«how you his hands, and feet, and side, 
pierced for you. 

There are three ways in which if you 
are truly seeking Christ, you may acquaint 
yourself with him. For an iUustnttion, 
let me suppose one of my young friends has 
a lover; well, she is rea^g a letter from 
him. Here are the words of his heart, and 
if they are written in truths some knowledge 
.is gained of him. Well, by-and-bye, she 
is thinking of him; she remembers the 
words of his letter, and as she thinks 
aha seems to know him more. But 
at last he comes ; and then they talk face 
to face, and walk together, and so the 
knowledge of one another increases, and 
ove perhaps increases too. 



So, my young friends, there often grows 
an acquaintance with Christ. He is the 
poor sinner's lover, " Jesus, lover of my 
souL" Here in the Bible I see a letter 
from him — ^the veiy words of his heart. 
Man might deceive ; he cannot ; and when 
he says, ^^Ilovethemthatlof>etne"heme6.i\& 
it. Bead this letter then, and ^* acquaint 
thyself with him." And then think of him. 
He has a book of remembrance for those 
that think upon his name, and "they shall 
be mine (he says) when I make up my 

I'ewels." And then talk with him; go to 
kim and take yonr sin, your burdens, your 
oares. He has said, "Come unto me all ye that 
are weary and are heavy laden." " Acquaint 
now thyself with him, and be at peace." 

I read once of a young woman, an actress, 
gay, and beautiful, a fine singer, who de- 
lighted often the audience of the theatxeg, 
where she went with her sii^ng and acting. 
Alas! like many more, she was travelling the 
road to helL One evening, going through 
London, she missed her way. Stopping 
in a small street to enquire, she heard sing- 
ing in a room, and stood at the door to 
listen. An old woman begged her to come 
in, and offered her a book. They were just 
singing— 

" Depth of mercy ! can iliere be 
Mercy yet reserved for me ? 
Can my God his wrath forbear, 
Me, a giiilty sinner, spare ?" 

Oh! her heart was melted. Floods of 
tears rolled down her cheeks ; like Diary 
she would have bathed the Saviour's feet 
with her tears, and wiped them with hee 
hair. She went home, wrote and declined 
the engagement at the theatve. The 
manager wrote back, and entreated hdr; 
would she perform once more only, for the 
bills were out with her name; me ooN< 
8ENTED. She " would come just once more," 
and she came. The curtain drew up, she 
appeared upon the sti^e; the time was 
come for her to sing, and she was looking 
down and silent The band struck up 
again. She was silent still, then pre- 
sently with hands clasped, and tears flow- 
ing down her cheeks she sang, — 

" Depth of mercy ! can there be 
Mercy yet reserved for me ? 
Can my God his wrath forbear, 
Me, a guilty sinner, spare ?'* 

Oh, yes! he coiild, and there is mercy 
now for all who seelc. My beloved young 
friends of the Bible classes — ^may God help 
you by his'^pirit to seek, and find the Sa- 
viour. And then when you feel you can trust 
him — that he has pardoned your sins, and 
you love him for his grace, to be baptized 
IS simply one act of love to him: — and oh, 
how little is it that we can do to show our 
love for Jesus. 

Hast thou the cross for me endured, 
And all its shame despised; 

And shall I be ashamed, Lord, 
For thee to be baptized ? 

This addreaa is published as a four page tnet 
for diatributioo in schools, at Is. 8d. per 100 
post free, from Mr. Congreve, Coombe Lodge, 
f eokham ; or from B. Banks, 80^ Ludgats hiU. 
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TO THE CHURCH AND CONGRE- 
GATION WORSJIIPPING IN THE 
BAPTIST CHAPEL, 0A8TLERE AG H 
STREET, SYDNEY, AND TO ALL 
THE FRIENDS OF CHRIST AND 
TRUTH, SCATTERED THROUGH- 
OUT THE COLONIES OF AUSTRA- 
LASIA. 

BsLOVBD, ** as for God his way is per- 
fect, the word of tho Lord is tried, he is 
a buckler to all those who trust in him.*' 
Therefore, I hare obtained the money ; 
the Lord told me that thej that trust in 
him shall be as Mount Zion, which cannot 
be removed but abideth for ever. I be- 
lieved it, God has honoured and sustained 
that faith, and has in his^ own way, 
perfected that which concerneth me and 
jou, viz., the deliverance of his house 
and people firom that money burden 
under which we have groaned. Many 
have been the cries I have poured forth, 
" Lord, I am oppressed, undertake for 
me/' My ever gracious, and faithful 
Lord has undertaken for me; he has 
opened the hearts of thousands of his 
dear children in England who have re- 
sponded to our appeal, and have ffiven 
me the amount by which all the c&iims 
upon us will be met directly I arrive in 
Sydney. Praise ye the Loid ! 

Not only have I been honoured of God 
in getting the money, but in having souls 
given to me. Many have been theinstances 
I have met with, of the word preached 
being blessed ; therefore the Lord having a 
work for me to do in England, the, want 
of the money, to save our chapel from 
being sold, necessitated my leaving you 
and my wife and children to seek the 
money in England, and while I have 
becfn getting it, the Lord has in a most 
wonderful way employed me in his vine- 
yard here, so much so, that the money 
success of my mission has gone quite into 
the shade, before the Gospel success given 
to me. While I have travelled in Eng- 
land 10,000 miles preaching and lecturing 
to all sorts of people, preaching the Gos- 
pel of Christ, independent of smiles, and 
fearless of frowns, God the Holy Ghost 
blessing the word to many, what a 
refuge, what a shield, what a stren^b 
and what a faithful, covenant-performing 
God, our God has been to me ! I havd 
tried his word, and have fouLd it to be 
the faithful word. ** Thy word endureth 
fbr eTer ! ** Thy shoes shall be iron and 
braa^; ' and as thy day so thy strength 



shall be ! Alleluia ! salvation, and glory, 
and honour, and power, unto the Lord our 
God for ever and ever. 

My farewell meeting will l)e held in 
the Surrey Tabernacle on Tuesday, Nov. 
17th, and by the ship " Nineveh," I have 
arranged to leave England direct for Syd- 
ney, on the 25th of November. I shall 
now give you my last report of my work, 
since the account published in the Ear- 
then Vessel for Oct. that you may with 
me rejoice in the lovingkmdness of th() 
Lord, and sing 

" My Father's wisdom cannot err, 

His love no change or failure knows, 
Be mine his counsel to prefer, 
And acquiesce in all he does. 

Lord's-day, Sep. 20th,— By particular 
request of the deacons of the late Mr. 
Abrahams' * church, I was again fav- 
oured to preach to a crowded congregation 
in Regent sti^et chapel. The Lord was 
with me, and I was helped with heart and 
mouth being opened to speak of those 
things which are more precious to the 
Lord's dear children, than all the world 
calls good and great ; the Lord blessed 
the people, and the people blessed me in 
the name of the Lord. I was quite over- 
whelmed with their love and sympathy. 
I dined with Mrs. Abrahams, with whom 
I had communion, for she is a sister in 
Jesus, and a lover of the truth. While 
resting in the study of her late husband, 
I copied out of his bible the following: — 

"This book contains the account of 
the world and the inhabitants therein, it 
draws a faithful line of demarcation be- 
tween the children of God, and of the 
flesh, for there are no more, it points out, 
without faith the final end of both. To 
this we have searched it, so it is, hear it, 
and know thou it for thy good. Amen. 

George Abrahams. 

Monday, 21st, was the anniversary of 
the Surrey Tabflrnacle. It was truly a 
wonderful sight to see about 2000 persons 
assembled, and all so happy ; flowiiig to- 
gether in harmony to help the poor pil- 
grims, for the proceeds of collections 
was for the new asylum, which amounted 
to £IW. That the Lord is with bis 
people in the Surrey Tabernacle no one 
can question ; not long since, Mr. Wells 
baptized thirty-one dis6iples. I am in- 
formed that at the church meeting:, 
many were the tearful eyes, tears of jcr.', 
while listening to the testimony of thosQ 
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who declared how that the Lord had 
blest the miniBtry of his servant to their 
flouls. God be praised ! The subject giyen 
tome to speak upon, wa aalmost too much 
for my feelings, " The Aged Pilgrim an- 
ticipating home/' I am indeed anticipat- 
ing the home of my loved ones, nrom 
whom I have been separated for a iong 
while, for Christ and truth's sake; but 
ibr that, for the cause of truth, I never 
^uld have made the sacrifice that I ha^e; 
which cauBe is my justification and con- 
solation, and now the Lord has stamped 
it with his approbation I But the home, 
the sweet home, which the pilgrims of 
Zion are travelling to, 

^ There the widced cease from troubling^ 

And there the weary are at rest" 

Thursday, 24th. — In the Baptist ohapel, 
Bomney street, Westminster, it was ar- 
ranged for me to lecture, I was most kind- 
ly received by pastor and people. The 
collections XI 17s. Mr. Maycock and 
tsister gave me ^1 10s., making a total of 

Friday, 25th. Through the kind sym- 
pathy of Mr. Henry Carr, of Croydon, 
who engaged the public hall, and paid 
the expeoses thereof, I lectured to a 
good number of persons, notwithstanding 
the very unfavourable weather Mr. 
Kennard took the chair, and delivered a 
first rate chairman's speech. Brother 
Thurston gave out a hymn ; I was very 
pleased to see the two Baptist ministers 
of Croydon who preach and love the same 
truth, the same Jesus, brethren, Cowell 
and Thurston, present on the occasion. 
The collection amounted to £\Z, 

Saturday, 26th. — I arrived in Eaton 
Bray, in Beds, cold and weary; was most 
kindly received by brother Warren and 
his good wife, at whose house I lodged. 
Having bad but little sleep all the 
week, I retired to bed early ; but I could 
not sleep, lily thoughts ran over to Syd- 
ney instead of sleeping. I am often think- 
ing of my dear ones, and my work and 
people 16,000 miles away, ana then it is 
nffewellto sleep. 

Lord's-day, 27th.-*In the Baptist cha- 
pel, I preached three times, wnich was 
crowded, notwithstanding the stormy 
rain, it being the time of the *' autumniu 
equinox.*' Between the momingand after- 
noon service, I gave an address to the 
SnndHy school, numbering about 200^ 
after which, the teachers held a meeting 
and voted 208. to me as an expression of 
their sympathy. 

Monday, 28th. The chapel was crowded, 
many could not get in. For over two hours 
I lectured, the people listened with the 
geatest interest. Brother Inward, the 



pastor of the Baptist church, Dunstable, 
took the chair. The amount of collection 
£J Is. 8^., school subscriptions, and Mr. 
and Mrs. Smith, 2Qb., making a totsl of 
£^ Is. 8^. I spent a veiy comfortable 
time with the friends, and am exceedingly 
encouraged with the instances e( Sie 
word of the Lord having free course, run- 
ning into the hearts of many> oomfoiting 
some, and I hope breaking others. 

Tuesday 29th. — Mr. Smith drove me to 
DuuMtable, four miles^ for which kind 
and helping act I was truly thankfiil. 6j 
train I left for Leicester, by way of Hat- 
field and Hitchin. While waiting for 
train at Batfield, tired and weaiy, I 
retired to the waiting room ; on the table 
was a book open presenting to me tlie 
following hymn, which spoke out the 
feelings and wants of my weary soul. 

1 beard the voice of Jesus say,. 

Come unto me and test ; 
Lay down, thou weary one, lay down, 

Thy head upon my breast 

I oame to Jesus as I was, 

Weary and worn and sad, 
I found in him a resting place, 

And he has made me glad. 
I heai*d the voice of Jesus say, 

*• Behold," I freely give ; 
The living water, thirsty one, 

Stoop down, and drink, and live. 

I came to Jesus, and I drank 
Of that life-giving stream ; 

My thirst was quenched, my soul re* 
vived. 
And now I live in him. 

I heard the voioe of Jesos say^ 
I am this dark world^s light, 

Look unto me, thy mom shall rise, 
And all thy day be bright. 

I looked to Jesus, and I found 
In him my star, my sun ; 

And in that light of life, I'll walk 
Till travelling days are done. 

Amen, so be it. 

Through the mercy of the Lord I arrived 
in safety at the end of that journey, and 
preached in brother Garrard's chapel; 
there was a good conffregttion of those 
who love the truth, and the Qod of troth 
was in our midst. 

Wednesday. 30th.— In the Temperance 
Hall I lectured in relalion to the wonders 
of divine providence, and the works of 
the Jesuits. One young lady gave me a 
silver cross which she bad been wearing 
as an ornament, not knowing that she was 
wearing the mark ot the beast. 

The amount I received in Li»icester this 
time was £>b lUs. 

Thursday, Oct. 1st— I t^iok my farewell 
of dear and loving friends in Leicester, 
and tlie watchman on the walls, brathes 
QarrardfiHiose fiioe I mi^ never see ^^fain- 
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Bf lOo'cloek tnan, I it<wniid my way to 
Trent, Nottioffham, Boatim, BtuX then to 
"Burgh," in Lhioolopfaire, arriTed there 
by 7 o'doek. Brother Thooisett, pastor of 
of the Bnreh, Bapjtiat church read and 
prayed, and waa jast finishing prayer 
when I arriTed at the chapel. I was then 
helped to preach for ovor one Lour, forgot 
that I was tired, burdened, dejected, and 
oppressed. I was most kindly oared for 
by the pastor and his wife, which is no 
small merer aftor travailing hundreds of 
miles, tired and weary, cast down in 
spirit. While often thinking of my ioyed 
ones fiir, fkr away ; to tarry for awhile 
as a pilgrim, with kind and lovinff friends, 
thousands of such have I found daring 
my^any journeys, the Lord reward them. 

Friday 2nd. — For two hours I was 
helped by the Lord to speak of those 
things I hare seen and passed through in 
Australia ; the collection was £S l£i. I 
am Ter> pleased that I hare been to Burgh 
and hare made the acquaintance of 
brother Thomsett, whom me Lord has 
afflicted with the loss of his natural sisht, 
but the Lord fits the back for the burden, 
the affliction is sanctified, his servant is 
blest, and grace reiffn& 

Saturday, 3rd.^By ^45 train, I left 
Burgh for Boston, Nottingham, Derby, 
and arriyed in Birmingham, at 3 o'clock, 
p.m., was kindly entertaiuid by loring 
mends, Mr. Poole and daughter. 

Lord's-day 4th. —Preached morning and 
eyening in the Baptist chapel. Constitution 
hil^ Birmingham. I felt that the Lord 
was with me. Was Tory kindly received by 
the friends ; after service one person told 
me that the first Gospel sormon she ever 
heard, was when I preached in Birming- 
ham twenty-three years ago, and which 
was blessed to her aouL 

Monday, 5th. — I lectured in the lecture 
hall, belonging to Cannon street chapeL 
Collection Sunday and Monday, £4 9a. 
IQld. 

Tuesday, 6th. — ^In the pouring rain 1 
arrived at Withington, in Herefordshii^e. 
After tea I was driven to Hereford, five 
iniies, raining all the way. The preser- 
ving mercies of the Lord, oh, how great 
to me they were. Notwithstanding the very 
unfavourable night, theie were a go<d 
many present in the Com Exchange, 
where I lectured for about two hours, the 
amount collected £2 8s. 2d. only covered 
expenses, for whitth I was truly thankful. 
The friends of troth and Christ were very 
kind to me, had the night been fine, theru 
would have been a large attendance. 

'Wednesday 7th. — 1 arrived iuNewporb, 
m Monmouthshire, with very pec^iar 
feelings, and with thankfulness unto the 



Lord in th«s fikvooring me onee more to 
stand in that town where I preached tha 
Gtospel of Christ twenty-eight years ago, 
and that I ean say, that tlto sam« Gospel 
is as precious to me now as it was then ; 
yea, more so, and that I am more deters 
mined by the grace and help of God to 
preach it unreservedly wherever I may 

Thursday 8th.~I preached to the people, 
only one person was present whom I knew 
and was a member of the church twenty- 
eight yean since, the rest are dead and 
some removed. How true, instead of the 
ihthersthere i^all be the children ; there 
were some present who were then boys 
and girls, but are now twenty-eight years 
older, and by the grace of GK)d are walk- 
ing in the footsteps of tho«e who were 
fouowers of Christ. Many reminiscenea 
were revived in my mind, for at the time 
I lived in Newport, I was often tried and 
tempted to the uttermost. But my pre- 
cious glorious Jesus who is able to save 
to the uttermost, saved me, and I am yet 
saved ; more than ever do I feel my need 
of his salvation, and am obliged to pray 
the prayer -of necessity, / am <At7ie, saffe 



Friday — I left Newport, by steamer for 
Brintol; whS meet kindly received by many 
Christian f i iends who were grieved that 
no arrangement was made for me to 
preach rhat night, but were arranging 
for me to preach and lecture on my return 
from Plymouth. 

Saturday lOth.—Uft Bristol by 9o'cloek 
train, and arrived in Plymouth at 5 o'clock 
p.m. Bn>ther Corbt tt met me at the 
station, and tot>k me to the house of 
brother Chambers, where I was to lodge 
while in Plymouth. 

Lord's-day, 11th.— Both morning and 
evening, my mot eracious Master fhvour- 
ed me indeed whJe preaching in Trinity 
chapel, Plymouth. That Npacious cbapd 
in the evening was filled from one end to 
the other, and the Lord filled the liearts 
of many wiih his presence ; we had an 
high and hilyday, I felt truly humbled 
in my soul, while preaching in the re- 
membrance of hcrmons I had beard that 
honoured servant of Christ, the 1 .te Ar- 
thur Trigg's preach, when he firtst caine to 
London. And for me who am less than 
the least of all his Hervants, to be thus 
fivoured to preach iu that chapel, where 
He for so many ye «r8 preached) Christ, 
*' Our most gionous Christ." reciting, 

Now free from sin, 1 walk at large 
This breaker's bloud'a my souFs discharge. 
At his dear feet, content 1*11 lay, 
A sinner saved, and homage pay. 

Arthur Triggs has for some time euteved 
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into his rest Brother John Obrbett 
stands in his place preaching the same 
Jesus, the same most glorious Christ, in 
Trinity chapel; there is now a Particular 
and Strict Baptist church ; the Lord pros- 
per it, shall ever be my prayer, and bless 
his " 

sor. 



dear servant as he did his predeces- 



Monday, 12th.— It being the anniversary 
of the Baptist chapel, Howe street, Ply- 
mouth, where brother Collings has been 
preacluDg for ten years the GK>spel of 
Christ, it was arranged for me to preach in 
the afternoon. There were a good many 
present, and I was again helped and 
blessed while preaching to the people. 
After the T)uluic tea meeting, brother. 
Chambers, beacon of Trinity chapel, took 
me to the Baptist chapel, Morris Town, 
Devonport, where brother King is the 
servant of Christ to the saints there, to a 
chapel full of people. I preached in the 
evening and was most kindly received. It 
being die time of their anniversary, they 
could not do much for me in the money 
way, having had collections the day be- 
fore ; yet they did what they could for me, 
and showed a Christiau . sympathy for 
which I am thankful. The collection was 
£2 2s. Directly after the service I had to 
return to Howe street, Plymouth, to speak 
at brother Collings' public meeting. Ar- 
rived there at a quarter to ten o'clock, p.m., 
and spoke of decision for Christ and 
truth; the pastor and people, and the 
ministers who were there, all appeared to 
be happy, and I was happy likewise, in 
thus meeting with the saints and brethren 
in Christ. 

I love to meet among them now, 

Before thy gracious feet to bow, 
Tho' vilest of them alL 

Tuesday, I3th. — A most triumphant 
meeting we have held in the Mechanics' 
Institution ; there was a large attendance, 
who received me with demonstrations of 
applause, while speaking over two hours 
and a half, of the goodness and mercies 
of the Lord to me, during my fifteen 
years residence in Australia. I am alto- 
gether indebted to brother Chambers, 
deacon ot Trinity chapel, for the great 
success of this meeting, for he worked it 
up in a most business-like and decided 
manner, and has helped me with all his 
might, and all his heart. Brother John 
Corbett took the chair, and spoke well on 
our behalf. I am truly thankful to the 
Lord for opening this door for me, he has. 
blessed the word to many. I have just 
heard of one whomtheLorddelivereduuder 
the word preached in Trinity chapel on 
Lord's-day, and who is now rejoicing in 
the Lord. Wherever I go, I am more" 
tQd more convinced that the Lord has 



not brought me to England, only to obtain 
the money ; but having a work for me to 
do, he has made use of me, as I have gone 
forth among hundreds of thousand of 
people, preaching Jesus Christ, many aie 
the instances I baye already met with. 
Proceeds £9. 128. 9-^, and several cross 
trophies given to me sifter the lecture. 

WeduMday, I4th, in Trinity chapel, I 
preached to about 700 persons. I was 
favoured with great liberty of soul; the 
people heard the word witli joy, and re- 
joiced in 

Salvation through electing love ! 

Salvation through redeeming blood! 

Salvation throiu;h the Holy Ghost ! 

To glorify the Lord of Hosts . 
I was astonished to see so many people on 
a week night, knowing that there was to 
be a collection, but the Lord having blest 
the word, the hearts and hands of the 
people were opened ; collections and sub- 
scriptions, amounted to ;£10 15s. 6jd. 

Thursday, 15th, I preached in brother 
Collings* chapel ; there were a good num- 
ber present, and the Lord was in oar 
midst, joy and gladness, sind the voice of 
praise and the hand of liberality were 
there also. The collection was £7 Os ; very 
good considering that the anniversary 
collections were on Lord's day, and the 
church and congregation on Monday made 
up a purse for the pastor amounting to 
£20, being an expression of their love to 
him for his work's sake. 

Friday, 1 6th.— Brother Corbett, whobas 
received me in a most kind and brotherly 
manner, finding that I had no engagement 
for Friday, arranged for me to preach in 
Trinity cbapel. There were a good many 
present, and the Lord God the HolV 
Ghost did indeed preach home the truth 
into the hearts of many of his people. In 
consequence of others who ^ere expected 
to open the door for me to preach on 
Lord s-day not having done so, brethren 
Corbett and Collings requested me to 
preach in their respective pulpits, on 
Loid's-day, and preach farewell ser- 
mons to the people. In no place that 
I have been to, have I been re- 
ceived more warmly than in Plymouth. 
Brother Chambers and his kind wife, 
with whom I lodged during my stay 
there, have been a great help and comfort 
to me. My Master will reward them. 

TO THE SAINTS AND FAITHFUL 
BRETHREN IN CHRIST, GRACE 
UNTO YOU. 

Mt DsAa Brbthrev,— On the eve of 
my departure for my adopted country, 
I have the unspeakable privilege of 
informing you that the Lord has per- 
fected my mission to this honoured 
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land. Through ^our Christian sympathy 
and liberality, I haTe now obtained the 
amt)nnt reqmnd, that will enable me to 
return to Sydney and discharge all claims 
upon our place of worship. My ever 
gracious Lord has honoured the faith he 
gave me, and has remembered unto me 
uie word upon which He caused me to 
hope, '* They that trast in the Lord shall 
be as Mount Zion which cannot be re- 
moved but abideth for erer." Unto our 
God let us ascribe all the glory, for the 
deliverance that he has wrought, none 
but himself could have accomplished it. 
The house which we have built for his 
name and worship shall not be sold! 
Fnise ye the Lord, ''This is the Lord's 
doing. It is marvellous in our eyes." From 
my heart I thank the Lord, and you, for 
the Christian and hospitable manner in 
which I have been received wherever I 
have gone, which has been a great comfort 
and help to me in my heavy work, and 
while 16,000 miles from the home of my 
dear ones, you have comforted my cast 
down soul. I pray that the Lord will 
reward you, I am sure that he will, for he 
hath said " I was a stranger and ye took 
me in." ** Verily I say unto you, inas- 
much as ye have done it unto one of the 
least of my brethren, ye have done it 
unto me." I believe that I am one of 
Christ's brethren, and as such, you have 
received me ; when hungry, you gave me 
meat, when thirsty, you gave me drink, 
when cold, you warmed me, and when 
weajry you gave me rest; these things 
you have done unto me for Christ's sake, 
while I have been engaged in the King's 
business, thus you have done it unto 
Christ. You may depend upon my Master 
rewarding you, for he is the faithful God. 
I have acknowledged to him the debt of 
gratitude I owe to you, and have iutreated 
him to do as he has said. I am sure he 
will, for he never says one thing and 
means another ; faithfulness and decision 
have ever characterised him, and to all 
his servants and people he says, " Learn 
of me.'* Oh ! brethren, in these days of 
faithlessness, of Popish encroachments, 
Jesuitical influences and compromising the 
truth to the popular party, I exhort you 
that ye should " earnestly contend for the 
&ith which was once delivered unto the 
saints." Thus will you honour God, and 
in doing so, you will do his will ; 
ia the doing of which there is great 
reward. The farewell meeting wiU be 
held in the Surrey Tabernacle on Tues- 
dfMT, Nov. 17th, and by the ship "Nine- 
ven," I expect to leave England for Syd- 
ney. My dear brethren, pray for me, 
that the Lord will be my shield, and that 
I may once more reach the Australian 



shores, the home of my loved ones, and 
the people of my charge. Fare thee wdl^ 
pea:e be with thee. I remain, my dear 
brethren, your willing servant for Christ'a 
sake, JoHH Buntan M'Cdue. 

1, Bucdeueh terrace, Cold Harbour- 
lane, Camberwell. 

MR. ALFBED W. KAYE. 

UIS CHBISTIAN WORK AT HACKNET. 



According to announcement a series of 
services was held in connection with Mr. 
Kaye's labour of love at Hackney, on Tues- 
day. October 14th, in Zion Chapel, Old 
Bethnal Green Boad. 

In the morning, devotional services were* 
held at Claremont Chapel, when brethren 
Byder, Hunt, and others offered prayers. 
Addresses given by 0. W. Banks, A. Kaye, 
and P. W. Williamson. 

After the morning service, a thorough good 
dinner was given to a number of ^^aged 
pilgrims," in the Bethual Green Boad 
Tabernacle. It was a most bountiful pro- 
vision, and reflected great honour upon 
Mrs. Bryant and the other ladies. 

In the afternoon a sermon was preached 
by Mr. James Wells. Tea was provided 
of which a goodly number of persons par*- 
took. 

In the evening at half -past six o'clock 
the public meeting commenced. The chair 
, was occupied by Mr. Alfred W. Kaye. A 
hymn having been sung, and prayer offered 
by Mr. John Bayment, 

The Chairman said he should not oc- 
cupy much of their time in his upening^ 
remarks— especially as his esteemed friend 
Mr. C. W. Banks was anxious to be leaving, 
as he had to pre&ch a sermon that evening.. 
Mr. Edgerton also was compelled to leave,. 
There were, however, a few things which 
it was necessary to say. He had been dis- 
appointed at the non-appearance of some 
ministers who had promised to attend;, 
it would be merely wasting time to say 
much about this — only that as he had to 
work in Bethnal Green almost alone, he 
needed sympathy more than a bigoted 
spirit and a want of Christian charity ; the 
one great blessing that God was with them 
entirely outweighed these minor matters. 
It is necessary to give a few pecuniary 
statistics. As a rule those who give do 
not i*equire an account of the money ; but 
there are a number of grumblers who give- 
nothing, but who want to know what is done 
with money collected. The information is 
as follows : — Expenditure. Income. 

First Quarter ...£14 8s. 8d. £6 2s. 8d. 
Second Quarter ...6 Is. 8d....d Tis. 2d. 

Third Quarter 8 5s. 8d....7 lOs. Id. 

Fourth Quarter...? 58. I0d....8 6s. 8d* 

Total expenditure £36 Is. lOd., the total 
income being £27 lis. 8d., thus leaving a* 
debt due to the treasurer of £8 10s. 2d. 
Tliis debt the Chairman was anxious to Be» 
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removed, for althon^h he preached gra- 
tnitously, he felt this debt to be a olog. 
The first quarter's expenditure was rather 
heavy, but there -were some repairs which 
they were compelled to make at Claremont 
Chapel, whidi accounted for that expend!* 
ture. Another matter must just be referred 
to. He had at one time spent a day in the 
country with a deaf and dumb girl ; this 
had been misconstrued, and had been made 
traffic of by some meddlesome bodies. This 
also had turned out well, for it had induced 
him to prepare a lecture on woman's worth 
and mfluence, the delivery of which had 

S reduced something towards giving the 
fty aged friends a good dinner that day. 
The manuscript of that lecture was on the 
table, and for which he had been offered 
i£20, and which he was bold to say, had 
more Gospel in it than many sermons. So 
that these portentous clouds had passed 
away^all had turned out well. 

0. W. Banks said he would not stay to 
inquire why certain ministers were absent 
that evening; perhaps others might do so. 
He would address himself to those aged 
friends who were before him, and in so 
doing, would remind them of the rest that 
remaineth for the people of God. Peter 
refers to three kingdoms — which are, the 
kingdom of grace, the kingdom of providence 
and the kingdom of glory. Host — ^if not all 
— ^know something of the kingdom of grace ; 
and doubtless many knew that the kingdom 
of providence was one of trial. But the 
consummation — the kingdom of glory is 
most blessed : " But the God of all grace, ' 
who hath called us unto his eternal glory 
through Christ Jesus, after that ye have 
suffered a while, make you perfect, stablish. 
49trengthen, settle you." Look to the end 1 
1. ^'Make you perfect." Perfection is 
scattered over the whole family of God — 
but does not reside in any one member. 
Enoch was a man of devotion : he walked 
with God. Noah was a man who walked 
in righteousness ; and Abraham was f aith- 
fuL Freedom was the characteristic of 
Isaac ; Jacob was mighty in prayer ; while 
Moses was of a meek spirit. Perfection 
also is said to be portrayed in thi*ee persons. 
In David the warrior; in Solomon the 
builder; and in Hezekiah, the restorer 
6o that while individually there are none 
|)erfect, yet in the different members of the 
one family, the different dements of this 
perfection may be seen. Very soon 
we shall reach the city where peace and 
perfection will be entire. In that coming day 
there will be perfection. No one will be 
too tall and no one will be too short. One 
old gentleman who breathed out his soul 
in prayer that morning, and who could 
hardly stand upright, reminded him (Mr. 
Banks) of Christmas Evans and his clerk. 
Christmas had but one eye, and his clerk 
had but one leg. Old Mjaster Evans was 
wont to point ms clerk to the resurrection 
mom when there would be perfection in 
body. Mr. Banks expatiated upon the 
^ther words of St P«ter, "strengthen 



you,** and "stablish you.**' He concluded 
by expressing his pleasure at being present, 
and wishing Mr. Kaye God speed. 

Addresses were also given by Mr. 
Edgerton, Mr. Lodge. Mr Kemp, Mr. 
Bennett, Mr. Ballard, Air. Flory, and Mr. 
Hunt 

During the evening Mr. Kaye infomied 
the audience that he frequently visited Mr. 
John Osbom, who was now lying in great 
agony near to death's door, but who was 
happy in the Lord. John Osbom was firm 
in the truth, and his advice to the Ghair> 
man (Mr. Kaye), was " By no means sell 
the truth.*' It seemed necessaiy that the 
friends should be made aware of one fact, 
namely, that the landlord of Claremont 
Chapel would do nothing with the place 
while John Osbom lived. The speaker 
believed that God had sent him to Bethnal 
Green, but it was hard, up-hill work. The 
first Sun^y he preached at Claremont three 
persons composed the congregation,— now 
the place was full ; but it was a dreadfully 
poor neighbourhood, and it was more diffi- 
cult to collect a few shillings there than 
£100 at the West End. Then, if they stayed 
at Claremont, it would be necessary to do 
something to it, as people would not go to 
chapel to get wet through. Then, in their 
unsettled condition no attempt had been 
made to let sittings until very recently, 
when twenty sittings were let on one even- 
ing. 

The proceedings closed with the bene« 
diction. 



»♦ 



RYE LANE, PEOKHAM. 



The annual festival of the opening 
of the new school room in connection with 
Bye lane Baptist Chapel, was held on 
Tuesday evening, October 13th. An ex- 
cellent tea was gratuitously provided by 
the ladies of the congregation. At &e 
evening meeting the chapel was quite full, 
the Sunday School chilikien and teachen 
occupying the gallery, who, during the 
evenmg, enlivened the meeting by soma 
good singing. 

After usilal preliminaries, the venerable 

faster, Mr. George Moyle read the eighth 
'salm ; at the c6nclusion of which prayer 
was offered by Mr. J. A. Brown, of Drom- 
mond Boad Chapel, Bermondsey. Tb» 
Pastor then introduced the Chairman— 
Mr. Ex-Sheriff McAxthur, who was ie«* 
ceived with much applause. 

The Secretary was called upon to report 
progress. 

George Thomas Congreve, Esq., then 
rose and expressed his pleasure at seeing 
Mr. Ex-Sheriff McArthur in their midst 
He was the known friend of Sunday Schoobi 
Bagged Schools, and all benevolent insti- 
tutions. All honour io the man -who, 
although Sheriff of London, had not 
thought it beneath his position to take his 
class at i^e Sunday School — (cheeo^ 
With regard j» school statistics : theco wen 



Not. 2, 1868. 



AND CHBISTIAN BECOBD. 



351 



floholan on the books; there had 
been an increase since the new school 
room had been built of seventy-flye. 
The good that was acoomplished by the 
agency of Sunday Schools oonld scarcely 
M over estinukted. Two of our Toung 
friends the teachers, and two of the scholars 
had recently been bi^tiaed and added to 
thej Church — ^making a total of 17 baptised 
from the Sunday Bbhool during the last 
three years. The Bible class was well atten- 
ded, snd the library was well kept up. There 
was also a good attendance at the monthly 
pmyer meeting. With regard to the new 
school-room, it had been considered by 
some a modeL He (Mr. ICongreye) felt 
more than oyer the necessity of proper ac- 
commodation for Sunday School scholars : 
chapels were not the proper place. He 
had recently been on a yisit to London- 
deny, to see the Giant^s Causeway: had 
staid at Coleraine in the North of Ireland. 
Ae a loyer of Sunday schools (continued 
the speaker) I yisited many; and conduc- 
ted a juyenile seryice in the Wesleyan 
and in the Baptist Chapel. Most of the 
schools were held in the chapels. In the 
laigestFresbyterian Church, the pews were 
more filthy than any I eyer saw in my life. 
On the sides I observed some drawings ; in 
eae there was afine ship with sails, evidently 
drawn by fui elder boy ; there were faces 
with all kinds of noses ; shewing clearly 
that schoolrooms are essentiaL And here 
at Bye Lane we have a model school-room, 
and the greater part of the debt is paid. Still 
the chief subject to-night is money. Now if 
I wanted a text to preach from I see 150 
hying texta in those scholars in that gallery. 
When we reflect that each scholar has 
a jewel far more costly than any that 
adorns a crown; when we reflect that 
each has a soul ihaX must be either lost or 
saved, we know semething of the greatness 
ef this institution. Who can tell the vast 
amount of good done ? There is a story 
told of a little pickpocket who was plying 
his trade at one of the religious services 
held atthetheatrea A gentleman seemgthe 
little fellow, took him aside, and sat by him. 
The strong words of the sermon did not 
reach the heart of the little pickpocket — 
but he started when a well Known hymn 
was sung to an old familiar tune, and 
sobbed aloud. ''What is the matter?" was 
was the enquiry. '' O, sir, we used to sing 
that hymn and tune at Sunday School. 
This was the means of reclaiming the poor 
little thief. But with reference to the debt. 
Last Oetober it was £265 ; since then we 
had to borrow in order to pay some money 
that was wanted, There is a debt to the 
Baptist Building Fund ; but we will leave that 
now. The present debt on the school is 
X167 46. 6d. Never mind the 4s. 6d. : w« 
will let you of with laying the £67. Next 
year our pastor wul have been with us 
twenty'«ne years, and it is my intention to 
propose at our meeting in May next, to 
preseut our pastor with a purse of gold— 
the iirooecda of thatlwrvioe, as a tdbsn ci 



our love and attachment to him— (cheers). 
Therefore, do what you can for the school 
to-night, I hope you will support the 
lectures that are to be delivered here; they 
will be flrst-class, and the profits are to go 
to the current expenses of the schooL 
On the Coast of Cornwall, at the lighthouse 
lived an old man and his daughter. One 
night the old man was seized by some of 
those robbers who infest those parts, and 
thev imprisoned the old man — thinking that 
if the lighthouse were not lighted, thej 
would be better able to carry on their 
illegal traffic. The evening wore away, 
but the old man returned not, and the little 
girl became alarmed. But she thought of the 
poor sailors out at sea, and up the long stair- 
case she went and lit up the lamps, one by 
one. The cheerful blaze filled the father's 
heart with joy. This is our work, to light 
up those who sit in darkness. Mr. Oongre ve 
closed his excellent address by reading the 
following lines : — 

If you have not gold and silver, 

Ever ready to command ; 
If yon cannot towards the needy, 

Beach an ever open hand : 
You can visit the aflicted ; 

O'er the erring you can weep; 
You can be a true disciple. 

Sitting at the Saviour's feet. 

If yon cannot in the conflict. 

Prove yourself a soldier true; 
If where fire and smoke are thickest, 

There's no work for you to do : 
When the battle field is silent, 

You can go with careful tread. 
You can bear away the wounded. 

Yon can cover up the dead. 

Do not then stand idly waiting. 

For some greater work to do ; 
Christ demands you for His service^ 

He has always work for you. 
Go and toll in any vineyard. 

Do not fear to do, or dare ; 
If you want a field of labour,! 

You can find it anywhere— 

And where better than in the Sunday 
School —(cheers). 

Mr. Ex-Sheriff McArthur felt happy to 
be present on this occasion. In looking at 
the school-room and chapel he felt pleased 
with the whole establishment. A great 
change had passed upon societjr since good 
Bobert Baikee first gathered his school at 
Gloucester. The amount of good accom- 
plii^ed by Sunday Schools could not be 
over estimated. Looking at the trying 
ordeal that those in Yorkshire and Lanca- 
shire passed through during the distress 
there; and how quietly it was borne by 
that people, might be traced to the influence 
of Sunday Schoolt In a visit to America^ 
he had been strudc with the attendance at 
the Sabbath Schools. All ranks were found 
there : the son of the governor of the state 
sits side by side with other children ; and 
it had an excellent effect ujpon society. la 
a visit to the Bev. Ward Beecher's school 
he was pleased to find a room capable of 
holding 20^ children, cajcpeted, in the 
oeotreot .iK%j(t w^a ^.foq^if ^ y^, jmrovuidad 
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by flowers. Mr. McArthar pointed out the 
necessary qnalifications to make a nsefnl 
and efficient teacher : he must be a pious 
man. or he would be a dealer in an artless 
traffic of unfelt truth. He must be a 
punctual man, or he would not be a good 
teacher. The speaker resumed his seat 
amidst loud applause. 

Other addresses were deliyerod by Hr. 
B. B. Wale, Mr. L. Herschell, Mr. W. 
Flack, and Daniel Pratt, Esq. The Pastor, 
Mr. George Moyle, moved, and Mr. Jack- 
man seconded a vote of thanks to the ladies. 
The collection and tea amounted to nearly 
£60. ^^ A day's march nearer home" was 
sung, and the benediction having been pro- 
Bounced by the venerable Pastor, the 
meeting closed. 



THE SETTLEMENT OP NEW 
PASTORS IN LONDON. 

We reported l^st month Mr. Maycock's 
settlement at Carmel Chapel, Woolwich. 
That this will be a happy and useful home 
for him for the remainder of his life ; and 
that he may. live and labour there very 
many years, is the prayer of many who are 
now gathered and gathering within the 
walls of that commodious suburban Bap- 
tist Church. 

Mr. Ibberson's ordination at Salem Oha- 
peL Meard's Court, Soho, as the successor 
of Mr. J. E. Bloomfield, is considered a 
happy result of a long and patient period 
of trial, wherein the Church there has been 
much exercised. We were requested to 
giveafuU report of Mr. Dowson's *^ Charge*' 
to Mr. Ibberson ; but as we understood the 
whole of the services are to be published 
seporatelv, we shall prefer reviewing that 
report. The ordination services were con- 
sidered, by some, as the commencement of 
a new era in good old Salem. A corres- 
pondent says, Mr. Ibberson is decidedly a 
young man of talent — of close study ; elo- 
quent and apt at illustration ; it is expected 
a new and lai^e congregation -will be 

Sphered unto him. The "Charge" by 
r. Dowson is highly commended by some 
who heard it 

Mr. George Sankey has been ordained as 
pastor of the Church meeting in Speldhurst 
Boad, near South Hackney Church. Mr. 
Sankey has given full pro«f that his min- 
istry is founded on principle — and that 
that principle is in accordance with the in- 
spired word and revealed will of the great 
Head of the Church. As such we hail him 
as a brother in the Lord beloved; and as he 
has had much discipline in the schools of 
itinerancy, we pray that his London settle- 
ment may be succeeded by the erection of 
a new and spacious chapel — a large in- 
gathering of the saved in the Lord — and 
by many years of peaceful labour in 
the Gospel. Nature has given him an 
excellent personification — the Lord Ims 

S'ven him a gracious call. The South 
ackney people have given him a hearty 
ireloome ; ana W6 tmat ms ndnistonalpftth 



will shine brighter and brighter unto the 
end. 

From a letter received by,us signed, "An 
Old Deacon," it appears Mr. Qeoige 
Reynolds is now honourably and comfort- 
ably settled as the pastor of the Chimdi 
worshipping in Cave Adullam Ghi^L At 
the Church meeting to decide this moment- 
ous question, seventy-six members voted 
for Mr. Reynolds, while only eight objected 
to his settlement. Hence his pastorate 
commences under most favouraUe circum- 
stances. Nearly eighty Christian people 
have chosen him for their pastor; and, 
with the Lord's blessing, the number ivill 
soon be doubled ; and we shall hope to 
hear the new chapel is in course of erection 
ere long. All who know the history of thig 
Church must acknowledge a kind Provi- 
dence hath for many years watched over 
them. They have had the fatherly care of 
four venerable devout men — ^in the persons 
of the brethren Wray, Allen, John Clark, 
and John Webster; and now a strong, 
truthful, and able young minister falls into 
their hands, without the least delay or 
difficulty. The pastor and the deacons, we 
think, are well put together. Three steadier 
or more decided men than Deacons Abbott, 
Beckett, and Evans, will not be found. In 
their hands, through the grace of God, ve 
have no fear of the Cave being lost to tbe 
cause of truth. 

At Ebenezer Chapel, in the High Street, 
Hoxton, Mr. Osmond, of Bermondsey, was 
ordained as pastor over the Church in that 
place ; a report of the services will be given 
in our pages. Mr. Osmond having been 
for years leader, singer, and member of tbe 
Church at Soho, Oxford Street, is some 
guarantee of his soundness in the faith. 
The deacons of the Church at Hoxton are 
firm and faithful men ; and this providen- 
tial settlement it is hoped will prove to he 
a great blessing. Mr. Searle, Mr. Greene, 
and many others have been preparing the 

Sound for a good cause here ; if our Holy 
aster is pleased to make brother Osmond 
a laborious and prosperous harvestman, the 
Church will have years of that kind of 
prosperity which will not only be a reviving 
for her in time, but a glorious crown of 
rejoicing in eternity. 

Mr. C. Alsop has removed with his 
friends to the Independent Chapel, in tbe 
Old Ford Road ; and it is expected that 
Mr. Lee will accede to the desires of some 
to form a Strict Baptist Church at Bow. 
and settle with them as their pastor. Oar 
Strict Baptist Churches are gradually 
getting into new hands, and some of the 
breaches are made up. 

BERMONDSEY NEW ROAD— EsBira- 
ZBB Ohapbl. The sixteenth anniversary 
services in commemoration of the opening of 
the above place were held on Sunday 27th 
and Monday 2Sth September. On 27th, Kr. 
B. A. Lawrence preached two seimona On 
Monday afternoon, Mr. J. Wells preached 
an animating sermon from Ephesians ii* ^^t 
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sliewiDg how Christians were in every 
sense the workmanship of God ; extolling 
the Heavenly Workman for the wisdom 
and skill displayed by him, and enlarging 
Hpon the good works spoken. A thorough 
good collection was the result. About 120 
sat down to tea ; and at the public meeting 
in the evening Mr. Lawrence presided. Mr. 
Cook implored the Divine blessing. Mr. 
Lawrence stated the Lord's dealings with 
the Church during the past twelve months. 
A debt had been paid off ; the chapel had 
beed repaired ontside, and the baptising 
pool considerably improved. The Lord 
has been blessing his Word ; three baptised 
believers have been received into com- 
munion with us, and five have been added 
by baptism to the Church. There has 
yet been no occasion to dose the doors on 
account of the crowd ; still the attendance 
has been cheering. Some (with whom, as 
brother Lawrence said, the wish was father 
to the thought) had prophesied we should 
be shut up, but so far from that, we are 
not in bad nealth ; and while Christ is ex- 
tolled as the Fnend of needy sinners, we 
do not believe we shall. Mr. T. Stringer 
addressed the meeting on the Brazen Altar. 
Mr. B. B. Wale made some excellent re- 
marks on the Laver. Mr. Steed's subject 
was the Golden Candlestick; Mr. J. L. 
Meeres gave us some nice thoughts on the 
Shewbread. Mr. Caunt, on the Vail of the 
Temple, spoke encouragingly to the Church 
and to brother Lawrence. Mr. Bradley spoke 
carefully on the Ark of the Covenant. The 
ehapel was filled, the collections good. A 
liappy united spirit pervaded the meeting, 
which closed by singing, 

"All hail the power of Jesu's name." 
On Tuesday evening. 29th September, 
brother Lawrence was invited unanimously 
by the Church to take the pastorate ; this 
he accepted. 6 Lord, hear the united 
prayer of the Church, and send us prosper- 
ity. J. S. K. 

PLYMOUTH— HowB Stiieet Baptist 
Chapel. The services in connection with 
the tenth anniversary of the ministry of 
Mr. F. Collins, at Howe Street Baptist 
Chapel, was held on Monday, October 12th. 
Mr. Bunyan McCure preached in the after- 
noon an excellent Gospel sermon, from 
Zechariah iiL 9. The word was heard 
with gladness. Tea was served to a goodly 
number of friends, who appreciated the 
kindness of the ladies who served at the 
tables. In the evening, the public meeting 
'vt^ held. After singing, brother Westlake, 
of Stonehouse, engaged in prayer; after 
which, Mr. Westaway, one of the deacons, 
addressed the meeting in a very pleasant 
and interesting manner. He observed the 
Lord had graciously sustained their beloved 
Pastor for ten years in their midst, publish- 
ing the Gospel of the Son of God, without 
deviating in the least from the New Testa- 
ment pattern of new covenant truth. The 
ten years' ministry of their brother had 
been a practical comment of the text: 



<i Jesus Christ, the same yesterday, to-day, 
and for ever." Neither had tney been 
without evidence that Mr. Collins was 
where the Lord had from everlasting ap- 
pointed him, and was fulfilling the work of 
the ministry committed to his care. The 
Lord had graciously blessed the Word in 
the saving of souls, while peace and unity 
had been given the Church to enjoy. It 
afforded him pleasure to perform a duty with 
whish he was entrusted on behalf of the 
Church and congregation ; a purse had 
been placed in his hands, which he was 
desired to present to his brother Collins, 
containing a substantial and liberal token 
of the esteem of the peopl<) to him as their 
minister. The purse contained £20 15s. 
In accepting the gift, Mr. Collins expressed 
his sense of the great goodness and grace 
of the Lord in the salvation of his soul 
through Jesus Christ. He was thankful 
for this suitable and seasonable present, 
which had laid him under new obligations 
to the grace of God and the kindness of 
his people. For ten years he had been a 
partaker of their love and sympathy in a 
variety of forms. He thanked them from 
his heart for this addition to their many 
acts of kindness. Mr. Corbett, of Trinity 
Chapel, then addressed the meeting in a 
kind and excellent spirit, from the words 
of our blessed Lord, ^^ But I will see you 
again." We were glad to see him, and 
his excellent lady appearing in so good a 
state of health. Mr. Huxham, of Harbur- 
ton Ford, followed with a sober, weighty, 
and affectionate address. Mr. Henry Veale, 
late of Birmingham, spoke in a very kind 
and interesting manner. Mr. Clancay, of 
Brent, expressed his great happiness to 
witness what he had witnessed. At the 
conclusion of our brother's remarks, Mr. 
Bunyan McCure entered the chapel, having 
returned from preaching at Morrice Town, 
and closed the speeches of the evening in a 
very fervent and happy address. Mr. 
McCure has left behind him a name fragrant 
with the glorious odours of truth. The 
meeting closed with prayer, offered by our 
brother, Mr. Bobert Bordeny. Thus closed 
the tenth anniversary, which for harmony 
and good feeling has not been exceeded by 
any that has preceded: the people were 
encouraged and God glorified. 

NOTTINGHAM— A public tea meeting 
was held in Park Row Chapel School Booms, 
on Monday evening, Oct. 5th, to welcome 
Mr. E. J. Silverton (late of Trinity Chapel, 
London) and family amongst us, and in re- 
cognition of his ministry and labours as our 
adopted Pastor. The friends mustered 
numerously, many cordially expressing 
pleasure at being present. After tea several 
friends addressed the meeting. One poetic 
brother related in verse, first his own con- 
version, afterwards a welcome to Mr. Sil- 
verton, and after dropping a few practical 
observations, closed his address by present- 
ing the j^roceeds of a small private sub- 
scription, in a purse containg eleven sever- 
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eiffiu to Mr. Silyerton. This done^ Mr. 
Suverton addressed the meeting in thanks, 
with very pmctical remarks. Adverting to 
the past, we were interestdd with aretro- 
speci; of the beginnings, and subsequent 
snrroundings of the present morement in 
Nottingham, instructing «s as to our duties 
and privileges in the future; anK>ngst other 
things his own plan in his family, namely, 
as in Scripture directed, ^ to lay by on the 
first day of the week as GkHi hath prosper- 
ed," Ood*s portion, solemnly devotea to 
the carrying on the worship, ministry, and 
worship of Gk>d. This long neglected and 
Scriptural habit if generaUy followed by 
Gk>d^s people, would be an antidote to the 
niggardly attempt at supporting the minis- 
try and worship of Qod in so many of our 
truth-loving Cnurohes, and many a toiling 
pastor would ^ be relieved of a necessity 
forced upon him of resorting to some other 
means besides preaching K>r subsistencs. 
The meeting closed with the doxology, 
and after man^ expressions of satisfaction 
with the meetmg, and desires for a repeti- 
tion, the friends dispersed. The first 
baptism is announced for Wednesday even- 
ing, Oct 2l8t, in Stoney Street Baptist 
Chapel, kindly placed at our disposal for the 
occasion. 

HOXTON. — Bbenezer Chapel, High 
street. The ordination services in con- 
nection with Mr. W. Osmond's pastorate 
took place on Tuesday, September 29th, 
1868. At three o'clock, brother Osmond 
commenced by giving out, — 

"Qod moves in a mysterious way." 
Brother Felton read Psalm Ixxxvii, and 
offered prater. After again singing, Mr. 
Felton dehvered his discourse in a very 
intelligent manner, describing the nature of 
a Gospel Church, or the Church of Christ. 
Mr. Myerson read a hymn; Mr. Meeres, 
after offering a few very appropriate re- 
marks, requested one of the deacons t-ogive 
a statement of God's dealings with the 
Church, which led them to make choice 
of Mr. Osmond as their pastor. Mr. 
Whitaker followed. He observed that 
the cause had been brought to the lowest 
stage, and it became a question whether or 
no they should close the doors. But after 
pressing the matter at the throne of grace 
they determined in the strength of Grod 
to make' another struggle, and after engag- 
ing supplies who were heard with accept- 
ance, it at last decided upon two of these, 
and the lot fell upon Mr. Osmond, who after 
having supplied upwards of six months, he 
was unanimously chosen as our Pastor. 
The attendance has increased, several have 
joined the Church, and others are coining 
forward. Mr. Meeres said that Mr 
Whitaker's remarks were very satisfactory* 
and asked Mr. Osmond to give some account 
of his call by grace, and call to the minis, 
try, &c. Mr. Osmond proceeded to do so ; 
the report of which we must defer till next 
montlL Mr. Meeres requested Mr. Osmond 
to state the doctrines he intended to preach. 



Mr. Osmond tiiea read twelve arfcioleBof 
faith, which he had preat^ied, and wbidk 
he intended by God's help, to y^wp^^in till 
his career came to an end. Mr. Watenr 
then joined the hands of pastcnr vA 
deacons on the behalf of the Ghiach^ 
making some very appropriate remarkg. 
At this stage of the proceedings a Yety 
interesting sAair took plaoe. Mr. Wilkms^ 
of Soho, anercoBgeatulationsandexpNasuig 
the very hi^h esteem in which the Church 
at Soho with himself as pastor held Me. 
Osmond, presented him with a large and 
beautiful octavo family Bible. Mr. OsBUnid 
was so token by surprise, that he felt unaUe 
suitably to respond, but hoped the wilt 
might be taken for the dee<L The pro- 
ceedings closed with prayer by Mr. Meeres* 
About 200 persons pwtook of tea, amongst 
whom there were about twenty ministers. 
Evening service next month. 

IBTHLINGBOBOUGH. — Services in 
commemoration of the fifty-second toni- 
versary of the Sabbath School in connec- 
tion with the Baptist Chapel, were held on 
Tuesday, August 25th, when two sermons 
were preached by Mr. Arthur Baker. The 
collections were very good, and the presence 
of the Lord was enjoyed, The king of 
terrors, and the terror of kings — ^Death, has 
been hard at work during the last few weeks 
at Irthlingborough. Five lovers of the 
truth have been taken away from the evils 
of this world, one of them the beloved wife 
of Mr. Lawrence Saxby, who was among 
the first brought to a knowledge of the 
truth through the instrumentality of Mr. 
George Cook, and among the first who were 
baptised by him here. On Tuesday even- 
ing, August 27th, Mr. Cook preached a 
farewell sermon to a large congregation. 
His numerous loving friends were glad to 
see their late pastor, Mr. Cook, and gave 
him a hearty welcome, and jx^sented him 
with a sum of money a lit!Je over £b. The 
teachers were maMng arrangements to 
present him with another sum of money, 
out when Mr. C. heard of their intention. 
he positively refused to accept it^ feeling 
that the people had done more than he 
either expected, deserved, or desired. 

" Blest be the tie that binds 

Our hearts in Christian love ; 
The fellowship of kindred minds 
Is like to that above." 



WOOLWICH— Dbab Editob, Having 
been a reader of Tkb Eakthbn Vbssil 
a dozen years, I must say I felt hurt at 
your report of Carmel Chapel, Woolwicb. 
It was something like Ananias keeping 
back part of the truth. In 1854-65 the 
Crimean w«r took many to Woolwich, 
myself amon^ the number. What man was 
it whose ministry was so blessed that 
although there were two Strict Baptist 
causes in the town, Canuel was found too 
small, and we had to built a new one ? I do 
not want to know anything about the 
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differences. < I was at Woolwich lately ; the 
good old Oarmel nunister is still there; 
he has the lai^est oongregation, the most 
nnited Chnreh, is happy with the people. 
Many echo the wish to see him hack in 
his own place ; however that may he, I for 
one, who was baptised by him, will not let 
the slight pass nnnotioed. Many like myself 
have been taken away from Woolwich, 
and Pthink yon ought to let them know 
thrcmgh your Vessel that their Pastor is 
still taere, and their minister's name is 
Mr. Henry Hanks.— John Stbickstt, St 
Greorge's Koad, Peckham. fit is useless 
for John Strickett to murmur. We were 
instrumental in introducing the present 
minuter at Garmel into our eonnexioa. 
Henry Hanks was instrumental in the 
erection of that said Oarmel ; but neither of 
us must erer enter that sacred place. When 
John Strickett has experienced as much 
of this kind of ** Christian Charity^' as some 
have, he will, like Aaron, ** hold his peace.** 
Still, we are pleased to find John Strickett 
still loves his pastor, Henry Hanks, so 
sineerely that he cannot endure that he 
should be slighted. We knew Henry 
Hanks before he came to Woolwich, and 
fully believing the Lord has greatly 
honoured him, and that he has suffered 
much in his ministerial life, we are glad to 
ibd he wears so well. We quite as much 
hope that his two brethren— Maycock and 
Warren — will be favoured with long and 
hamyy pastorates, and that the day may not 
be far distant when they all may meet 
together, and drown for ever in the sweet 
river of pure love and holy peace — all the 
past differences which it seems will spring 
^p in this world. That good and truthfid 
men should be so divided in these days is, 
tons, heart-rending. — Ed.] 

DEPTPOBD—Theseventeenth anniver- 
sary of the Sabbath School in connection 
with Zion Chapel, New North Road, was 
held on Lord^s-day, September 27th, <m 
which occasion Mr. P. W. Williamson, of 
Johnson Street, Netting Hill, preached two 
excellent sennons, morning and evening. 
In the afternoon a service for the children 
&nd their friends in the chapel was con- 
ducted by Mr. Williamson, who gave a very 
luce tea in the school-room, and afterwards 
re-assembled in the chapel, when a public 
meeting was held. Mr. WUliamson presi- 
ded. Frooeedings commenced l^ singing 
that wen-known hymn of Mr. Newton's 

" Kindred in Christ for His dear sake.*' 
The Chairman read the Scriptures, offered 
pntyer, and alter a few preliminary remarks, 
requested the secretary (Mr. W. J. Nash) to 
yead the report, which showed an avenge 
afternoon attendance of twenty teachers, 
and 165 scholars. Mr. WiUiam Frith, of 
Bexley, moved its adoption, in an able and 
interesting speech, full of encouragement to 
teachers, urging them to persevere in their 
Work of faith and labour of love, leavixie 
tje results to the Holy Spirit of God. 
Mr. James Griffiths, of Hope (Jhapel, Beth- 
iial Green, in seconding the adoption of the 



report, spoke upon ** Working for Qod" 
followed by Mr. Maycock, minister of Car-* 
mel Chapel, Woolwich, who referred to 
" The Objectors to Sabbath Schools, and 
some of th^ Objections.** The Chairman 
then gave a brief but very practical address, 
in which he said, — I am a thorough goiagp 
Sunday School-man, having been connected 
with Sunday Schools for the last forty 
years (as I Unted to the children on Sun<» 
day). Mr. Williamson referred to a state- 
ment made 1^ Mr. Griffiths, in which he 
said brother Williamson having heard some 
time ago, that one of his (1&. Griffiths]) 
sermons had been greatly blessed to ar 
hearer, sent him a letter imorming him of 
the faci. He (Mr. W.) was very pleasedf 
having quite forgotten the circumstance, 
but would take the present opportunity of 
sa;^ing that he had made it a rule as far as 
possible, when hearing of a case in which 
any brother's ministry had been made use* 
fnl, to let that brother know. We as min- 
ters have quite enough castings down, 
therefore let us have some liftings up. 
The Chairman concluded, expressing sym- 
pathy with Sunday School teachers and 
their work, calling upon friends present to 
assist them in a pecuniary way, also with 
their presenee in the school ; and above a^ 
with their prayers. A happy meeting was 
closed with slicing and prayer. F. L. 

THE GOSPEL IN SHEFFIELD— 
This large cutlery town is a hard place 
against the good Gospel of Jesus Christ. 
We are glad, indeed, to receive the follow- 
ing'notefrom brother Thomas Jones (No. 2)^ 
who is a zealous and honourable preacher 
of the truth. We pray most sincerely 
that the hands of his arms may be mado 
strong in this work, through the arms of 
the mighty God of Jacob. We hav» 
preached and lectured too in Sheffield. Mr. 
Jones says : 

Dear Bbother Banks, — Grace, mercy, 
and peace be with thee. Thou art still I per 
ceive flying about, scattering the good seed 
of the kingdom ; and while I honour thee 
for thy work's sake, thou must be regarded 
as a highly honoured servant of the Master, 
having to carry and dispense the heavenly 
antidote to that accursed and venomous 
reptile. Popery. How the insidious ser- 
pent is folding its coils around our nation ! 
How the fashionable profession of our day 
is helping on the final struggle ! The Lord 
in his mercy enable us to bear clear testis 
mony against "• the Beast,** in the Estab- 
lishment and in our worldly Nonconformist 
Churches. Go on, thou servant of the 
Most High. Lay on mightily, aye, lustily,, 
against the abominations of the deepening 
shades of darkness which are setting down 
upon us. But know thou that brother 
Elam has succeeded in getting a meeting 
room for the proclamation of the old fash- 
ioned Gospel in Sheffield. It is true we 
are only like a little kid between two large 
herds of goats; but Ebenezer! the Lord*s 
way is best. Pray for us ! And the Lord 
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bless thee. So prays thy little brother in 
the Lord, T. Jones. 

Park Wood Springs, Sheffield. 
October 7th, 1868. 

P.6. — I can assure thee it is no small 
thing to face the whole rank and file of pro- 
fession. 

BEDFOBD.--SUDDEN Death of Mb. 
HoBNSET. — Our friend, Mr. Searle, writing 
from Two Waters, dated Oct. 12th, says: — 
Dear Bbotheb Banks, — I was preaching 
for brother Crampin at Aston Clinton, yes- 
terday ; the news came to me respecting the 
sudden death of Mr. Homsey, lace manu- 
facturer, many years a valuable and active 
deacon of the Baptist Church, Bedford, 
under the pastorate of my esteemed friend, 
Mr. Newborn. Mr. H. was as well as usual 
on Sabbath day, October 4th; the friends 
remarked that he was particularly lively 
and happy in his work of giving out the 
hymns. He left home in health on Monday, 
tnrveUed to Belfast, in Ireland, on business ; 
while there, in the act of writing, he left off 
and exclaimed, **0h, my head," as if in 
great pain, and fell dead before the ink was 
dry that he used. He is to be interred this 
dav, Monday 12th, Mr. Newborn is to 
ofaciate. He was well known to many 
ministers in London and elsewhere— as a 
liberal supporter of the cause of God and 
truth, and a staunch man for the doctrines 
of God's distinguishing grace. Affection- 
ately, B. Searle. 

GUILDFORD. — Mr. ComeUus SHm 
snd Mr. Rowland — ^the pastors of the two 
Baptist Churches in the town, are still 
standing steadfast in the faith. For both 
these venerable, godly, and honourable 
ministers Guildford has proved a comfort- 
able and respectable retreat for years. 
Christian people at Guildford are kind, 

?eaceable, and faithful to their principles, 
'heir ministers are the same, nevetheless, 
If the Lord was pleased to pour upon us all 
a reviving, a refreshing, a pentecostal 
shower, the Guildford castors and people 
would rejoice. The Cnurch at Shamley 
Green, under Mr. Dray, with other new little 
Surrey gardens, are looking and labouring 
for enlarged prosperity. 

CROYDON— We lately met a young men 
in this town who had come from a distant 
county to reside in Croydon. Knowing him 
to b^ a good young man, we asked him 
where he worshipped. He said he had 
heard both Mr. Covill and Mr. Thurston ; 
the former was very experimental — the 
latter useful in leading souls into the truth, 
find building up the saints therein. We 
were ^lad to learn both these good men 
arc domg their work well. The Church 
under Mr. Thurston is zealous, charitable, 
and working hard to get their new cha- 
pel out of debt — which it is expected will 
«oon be cleared off. The truth in Croydon 
is well supported. 

WALES— We have seen and heard a 



neat deal lately of the Churches in the 
Principality. There are thousands of 
Baptists there ; and in days gone by the 
Lord has done gpreat things among them. 
A true Welsh brother, well quaUfiod, has 
faithfully promised us a series of papen 
for The Earthen Vessel, translated from 
the Welsh biographies of some of the 
mighty men who were instrumental in the 
reformations and revivals with which Waleg 
certainly has been favoured. We believe 
the papers referred to will be rich in illus- 
trating the grace of God. 

HAZLEMERE— Harvest Thanksgiving 
services were holden in the Baptist Chapel, 
Sep. 22nd. The dav was fine, the congre- 
gations were good— two sermons were 
preached by C. W. Banks ; and the Lord's 
people appeared refreshed. Brother Beuben 
Harding has stood here many years in the 
truth. A new chapel in his time has been 
erected ; and the Church is in peace. From 
Hazlemere two ministers have ^ne fortL 
Mr. Joy, now of Knaphill, was a labourer 
in the Goq>el at Hazlemere ; and Mr. 
Matthew Welland, the successor of the 
late Mr. Vinall, in Jireb Chapel, Lewes. 
Thus, instead of the fathers, there cometh 
up the children ; and some of these children 
are like princes in the earth ; and in some 
of the temples now — it is as it was of 
old, there is a mixture of sorrow and joy. 
The elders weep because their pastors are 
gone; while the young ones rejoice, to 
find in the younger ministers a sympathy 
and suitability to their minds. So the 
visible Church continues. 

STROOD, KENT In the main street, 

not far from the Rochester Bridge Railway 
station, stands that neat little tabernacle, 
in Strood, called, " Zoar Chapel," where 
the Gospel has, for many years, been preach- 
ed. Passing through these towns lately, 
we learned that the good old Zoarites have 
chiefly passed away and the cause is low. 
At Enon ,in Chatham, a Church in the truth 
is still preserved. But those who remem- 
der the original William Lewis in his early 
days, and the glory of the Lord as seen in 
Zion then, mourn over the loss of the pri- 
vileges they once enjoyed. 

PADDINGTON— On Sunday evening, 
Sep. 27th, 1868, Mr. James Wise, preached 
his farewell sermon in Ebenezer Chapel, 
Edward Street, Dorset Square. A corres- 
pondent says, Mr. Wise has laboured there 
over twenty years. We cannot think it is 
so long as that, iJthough we know he has 
been there for a long time — and perhaps 
no man ever laboured in the ministry for 
twenty years in more severe trials than Mr. 
Wise has done. 

MABBIAOE. 

Oct. 17th,' by special license at the 
Baptist chapel, Bye lane, Peckham, by Mr. 
Thos. Chivers, assisted by Mr. Geo. Moyle, 
the pastor ; Benjamin Thompson, Esq., of 
Netting hill, to Hannah, eldest daughter of 
Henry Cowtan, Esq., of Peckham. 



*^ WoKDEBFUL "Weather ! " said I to myself, as we sailed out of the Great 
Western Dock, Saturday afternoon, November 7, 1868. The sun is 
shining, the country looks delightful ; and in a snug cabin, well filled, 
all seems comfortable for the time being. The trees have been stripped . 
of their blossom and their iruit ; the hedges have lost their leaves ; and 
Ihe corn-fields, like myself, have nothing left but the dry stubble. Still 
the scenes are sober and seasonable, the air is refreshing, and, having 
left London for a day or two, I will not carry it with me into the 
country if I can help it. I have a message to carry to Whitestone ; and. 
as Paul says '^ The husbandman must be first partaker of the fruits," 
I will be thankful if I can gather a little fruit for my own soul, thus 
while rolling over one hundred and fifty miles, I may, with David, say : 
^^ My meditation has been sweet." 

Sour enough have been my thoughts and feelings for many months; 
but, as Micah said, when speaMng of men : ''The best of them is a brier ; 
and the most upright a thorn hedge ;" so I can see it is in proportion as 
we look to, and bear unduly upon them, we pierce ourselves through 
with many sorrows ; but if these woimds lead us more fully to the Great 
Physician ; and if, in His tender compassion, He heals and hel})s us, I, 
for one, pray that in a nobler and in a sweeter song we may unite with 
all the sincerely sanctified, to ** Crown Him Lord of all." 

Four-and-twenty years have I laboured in the monthly issue of thip 
" Earthen Vessel." I have thought sometimes it would have been better 
for me if I had never known this sort of work at all, but it is just possible 
some good may have been done hereby. Of one thing I am certain ; in 
myself and in others, I have proved that the heart is deceitful and des- 
perately wicked ; and none of us can fully know it. 

Leaving all the rubbish of these earthly things, I will endeavour to 
close up this volume by writing a few lines upon those great words with 
which Paul closed his Epistle to the Eomans, where he says : " And I am 
sure that when I come to you, I shall come in the fulness of the blessing 
of the Gospel of Christ." While I have been pushing through difficulties, 
preserved from dangers, and proving the Lord to be a merciful and faithful 
High Priest, those words of Paul have, instrumentally, been very kiud to 
me in leading me gently up four of the most delightful steps which form 
part of those ascensions whereby the grace of God carries souls into the 
paradise of the third heaven. Let us take our stand upon each of these 
steps for a moment, and may we blessedly realize the fact that we are 
going from strength to strength, in the sweet anticipation that we shall 
at last appear before the glorious King in Zion, without spot or wrinkle, 
or any such thing. 

The first step is " the Gospel of Christ." 

The second is ** the Blessing of the Gospel of Christ." 

The third is " the Fulness of the Blessing." 

The fourth is, the assurance, the confidence, of the Apostle : — " I 
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AX 8UBE THAT whexL I come to you, I shall come in the fulness of the 

BLESSING OF THE GoSPEL OF ChbIST.'' 

'^ The Oospel of Christ " is the first sacred position a seeking sinner 
can take in his coming up from the wilderness. This Grospel, or Good 
News, is called " the Gospel of God " because it is good news from the 
high, and lofty, and eternal throne of Almighty God. It is a revela- 
tion of His mind, will, thoughts, and covenant ; of which the Father 
TO the Sok did speak ; and all these things l^e Son made known to 
His disciples, that they might hand them down to us. I have thought 
the whole Trinity did preach the Gospel in a most glorious spirit and 
manner to David, and, through David, to the Church in all ages, when 
he was drawing near to the end of his days. Surely, in David's case that 
promise was true, *' At evening-time it shall be light," and if any one 
requires an explanation of the ^* light ** there promised, he may find it in 
the first few verses of the twenty-third chapter of the Second Book of 
Samuel. Let us, however, come to this in its order. The Gospel is the 
first thing. And when Paul is writing to the l^essalonians, he says :- 
" Our Gospel came not unto you in word only, but also in power, and in 
the Holy Ghost, and in much assurance.'' (1 Thess. L 5.) 

In about three weeks Paul's preaching was the means of the experi- 
mental salvation of many Jews, Greeks, and honourable women ; then 
Satan raised a storm against him ; he was compelled to fly ; those in 
Thessalonica, however, fully proved that the Gospel was the poweb of 
God unto salvation ; hence, in addressing his letter to them, Paul could 
say what perhaps but few can say, "Knowing, brethren beloved, your 
ELECTION OP God ; for our Gospel came unto you not in word only, but 
also in power, and in the Holy Ghost, and in much assurance," &c. ; 
and " ye became followers of the Lord, and of us ; having received the 
Word in much affliction, and joy of the Holy Ghost." That is one of 
the most perfect expositions of the Truth as it is in Jesus, you can meet 
with. Let us take a, four-fold view of tue Gospel of the grace of God 
in few words ; the details of each may be worked out in meditation and 
careful study. 

1. TTie instrumental ministration of the Gospel. Paul says, " Our 
Gospel," that is a word of great meaning — "Our Gospel." It is a 
term to distinguish it from all other Gospels. Talk ye of severity in 
denouncing error ? Why Paul curses both angels and men, if they dare 
to bring any other Gospel. Mark you his words, wherein is implied 
this one special feature — all perverters of the Gospel of Christ are only 
TROUBLERS of the Lord's people : — " There be some that trouble you." 
Who are they ? Those who " would pervert the Gospel of Christ" 
Then comes Paul's decision, " But though we, or an angel from heaven, 
preach any other Gospel unto you, than which we have preached unto 
you, let him be accursed." "Well, well, Paul," some may say, "angels 
do not preach the Gospel." " As we said before, so say I now again — 
If any man preach any other Gospel unto you than that ye have 
RECEIVED, let him be accursed." What, then, will be the end of thou- 
sands who fearfully ignore the most essential foundations of the Gospel 
of the glorious Christ of God? There are Gospels of Omission. Minis- 
ters leave out the sovereignty of Grod in the great matter of salvation. 
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They leave out the electing love of God, His covenant of grace, and His 
absolute predestination of His people unto eternal life in Christ; and 
any Gospel which is not based upon the sovereign, the electing, the 
predestinating love of God in His Son toward all His people, is a Gospel 
without a foundation ; it must fall, and all who byold their hope of 
heaven in such cobwebs must surely fall also. Some ministers leave out 
the e&sential Divinity ; or, the perfect humanity ; or the substitutionary 
character of the atoning sacrifice of the eternal Son of God ; and these 
omissions are fatal — ^they are negative blasphemies — and ^1 who live 
and die in them must perish ; for thus spake the infallible preacher: ''If 
ye believe not that I am He ye shall die in your sins." (John viiL 24.) 
There are those who leave out the distinct personality and eternal co- 
equality of the Holy Ghost, as the essential power whereby fallen man 
knoweth himself to be a sinner, and is truly led to Jesus as his Saviour; 
There are Gospels which leave out the experiences of the living in Jeru-. 
salem. Some men hurl their contempt upon the inward trials of the 
saints ; " Away with your fears," say they ; " Away with your feelings ! 
Never mind your inward self ! Leave it. We will not preach these 
things at all." If in the natural world men should say, " Away with the 
wind ! Out upon the atmosphere ! Down with the fogs, and the vapours, 
and the dark portentous clouds, — we will not have anything to do with 
them," no greater knave would such a man prove himself to be than is 
the preacher who blusters about, and rails against the breaking up of 
the fountains within; who talks[as though sin' was nothing, Satan nothing, 
the deceitful heart nothing, the hiding of the Lord's face nothing, the 
fiery trial of faith nothing, the broken heart nothing, unanswered 
prayers nothing. Ah ! the ministry which comes not into the pains on 
one side, and the pleasures on the other side, of the children of God, can 
never be a nursing or comforting ministry. It leaves out that which 
unites and cements the saints of God one to another, and to the living 
truth of a Triune Jehovah. Leaving out all proper references to ordi- 
nances and moral obligations of believers, are omissions Paul was not 
g^ty of, as you may see by reading his epistle to the Ephesians 
to the §nd ; and his other letters beside. 

There are Gospel's of unauthorised additions. Man's free-will, the 
creature's duty-faith, and the fatal denials of many solemn truths, render 
totally void the gospels of many men. We tremblingly, sorrowfully, 
refer to these things, but necessity seems laid upon us, ** Woe be unto 
^e, if I preach not the one only true Gospel." And this I affirm is 
called " The Gospel of God," and a more sublime illustration of it, in 
Gld Testament times, you will not find than that which David had in the 
even-time of his life. 

The place is 2 Sam. xxiii. " Now these be the last (prophetic, or 
in.spired) words of David." The man is described in his four-fold 
character. " David the son of Jesse said : the man who was raised up 
on high ; the anointed of the God of Jacob ; and the sweet Psalmist of 
Israel said." There is his four-fold character. Now comes the Divine 
AUTHORSHIP of THE TRUTH ; that is THE GosPEL in the Old Testament, 
the original form of it ; wherein the harmony, the unity, and the 
eternity of each and every Person in the adorable Trinity is clearly and 
^eautifiiUy seen. David says — 

A A 2 
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1. " The Spirit of the Lord spake by me, and His word was in iny 
tongue :" 

2. " The God of Israel said :" 

3. " The Rock of Israel spake to me." 

There are the Three-One ever blessed Authors, Revealers, and Pro- 
claimers of the Gospel. Then comes the three essential parts of the 
Gospel. There is 

1. The Character of the blessed Messiah; '^ He that ruleth over 
men must be just ; ruling in the fear of God. Our Lord Jesus Christ 
is the Just One, the Eighteous One ; He is ordained to rule over men ; 
and all this He does in the knowledge, and for the glory of God. His 
character being thus emphatically expressed ; we have 

2. His three-fold advent, wherein you may see the nature of the 
light promised in the eventime to all the ransomed. Four hundred years 
of darkness rolled over the world, between the closing up of Malachi's 
prophecy, and the incarnation of the Son of God. Darkness long and 
heavy lay upon the people. Then came the first advent, " He shall be 
as the light of the morning when the sun riseth." Imperceptibly, 
gradually, and invincibly, the Sun of Rightonsness did arise ; and did 
shine] forth, with healing of every kind in His wings. That was His 
advent from the womb of our nature. The second was His advent from 
the grave of our deserved death ; there He is a morning without clouds. 
The clouds of the fall, the thick clouds of the wrath of offended Deity 
against the church's sins, the clouds of persecution and of heavy 
sorrow lay on Him ; but they were all buried in the grave ; aU 
left behind in the death; and in the pure and perfect freedom of 
His own essential and mediatorial righteousness. He commenced the 
day of His priestly and intercessory reign and rule as " a morning with- 
out clouds." And when this predestinated and heavenly-measured rule 
shall cease, His last advent will bring forth all " the dead in Christ ;" 
" as the tender grass, springing out of the earth, by clear shining rain ;" 
so shall the bodies of the saint.spring out of the earth ; the bridegroom's 
voice will be heard, " Rise up my love, my fair one, and come away ;" 
and as from the silent tomb the bodies of the ransomed shall arise, as 
the happy souls shall to their glorified bodies be for ever wedded, angels 
ahall with them join in the expressive chorus, "The winter is past ! 
the rain is over and gone ! the flowers appear on the earth ! the time of 
the singing of birds is come ! the voice of the turtle is heard in the land !" 
And, again, the holy welcome shall be heard, "Arise, my love, my fair 
one, and come away !" Oh, that will be to " come away" indeed, from 
earth to heaven, there to dwell in the house not made with hands,, and 
that will be joy unspeakable j and full of glory. 

3. The third part of the Gospel of God, revealed u|ito David, by 
the adorable Trinity is expressive of the then imperect state of the 
church; and of the settled, the secured, the sealed, and all-sufficient 
fulness of His salvation — *' Although my house be not so with God," 
(not yet like the morning without clouds, as she shall be,) "yet, hath 
He made with me," (His Son, His servant. His bondsman, His Messiah, 
His Covenant-head ; made with me, on behalf of all them that are given 
to me, and in the full view of my fulfilling all righteousness) "an 
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eyerlasting covenant, ordered in all things and sure." A careful consider- 
ation of the ofb-repeated descriptions of the nature God Himself gives 
of this covenant, will be the safest means of ascertaining the true 
meaning of the word, ** Our Gospel came unto you, not in word 
only, but also in power, and in the Holy Ghost, and in much 
assurance," working affliction in the first part, but resulting in the 
realization of joy in the Holy Ghost and to search further into this 
shall be the aim of my future effort, if the Lord permit. 



THE LATE MR JOHN F0UL8ER. 



The following letter is from the widow of one of our Bethnal-green 
Mends, and a deacon of the Church at Squirries-street, for some few 
years. Mr. and Mrs. John Foulser were both honourable seals to the 
ministry of the late Mr. Smithers. After his decease they united with 
us as members of the same church, in Unicom Yard. In both of them we 
ever found sympathy, kindness, and true Christian conduct. Among 
the many good friends whose mortal remains we have lately laid to rest, 
have been those of quiet, steady, and faithful John Foulser ; whose loss 
we certainly mourn over, as doth his devoted and deeply attached 
widow. Our friends Elijah Packer, sisters Moss, Cox, Protheroe, and 
many others are gone. Afflictions of a heavy kind are bearing others of 

us away : — 

** Oh ! may we live to reach the place. 
Where He unveils His lovely face — 
Where all His beauties you behold — 
And sing His name to harps of gold." 

Mrs Foulser says : — 

" Deab Pastor and Friend, — With sad and mournful pleasure I 
attempt to give you an account of the death of my dear departed hus- 
band. Of his life I cannot say much ; he was not, like myself, blessed 
with believing parents ; but, I think, like Isaiah of old, his heart was 
tender. I have heard that his mother would say, * I really think my 
John will be religious/ she, poor thing, not knowing or caring what 
religion was. On our first acquaintance, he once asked me if I would go 
with him to a place of amusement ? On my refusing he said, * I will 
never ask you again / he kept his word, and went with me regularly to 
SqiiiiTies-street chapel. . I perceived the Spirit of God was with him. 
The Lord blessed him there; in the year 1849 he joined the Church 
(hence his attachment to that place). He was naturally very reserved. 
I never could get him to talk much. I have wondered if it were possible 
that it might be form without the power. I have sometimes seemed 
to forget my own soul's salvation in anxiety about his. His attachment 
to the house and cause of God was strong lor twenty years ; he was 
deeply attached to the ministry of Charles Waters Banks ; most firmly 
believing in salvation by grace alone ; which subject he would dispute 
with any one. I have often heard him say, * You would make it appear 
that the Lord has less power than we have.' 

" When I felt sure he would not recover, I did for months beg and 
pray the Lord to favour me with some sure and unmistakable testimony 
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that I might not have the shculotv of a doubt ; and blessed be my Rock, 
and let the God of my salvation be exalted, He heard my prayer. Kot 
that it increased the safety of my beloved husband, but I had more than 
I expected. He had been remarkably quiet in his mind all through lus 
long illness, and quite resigned to life or death ; but when I heard him 
ask, * Who shall lay anything to the charge of God's elect?' I felt 
unusually solemn. On Thursday night he said, ' We have often sang 
that hynm, and we will sing it again ;' he commenced, and we sang 
together that beautiful hymn of Dr. Watts's, ' There is a House not 
made with Hands,' &c., his voice being heard above mine. Another 
time, asking him how his mind was^ he said, ' I feel it is all right ; and 
when I leave this house, I have a better prepared for me. I feel it so.' 
Then, bursting into tears, said, ' Oh ! I hope I have not been mocking 
Him ! I hope I have not ! I wish I had talked more about Him.' I 
said, ' My dear, it is not the talkers, but the hopers in His mercy are 
blessed, and your hope is built on nothing less.' He quickly replied, 
'Than Jesu's Blood and Righteousness' ^Tha^s ity Ihai^a it In the 
course of the day, seeing him suffer, I said, ^ My precious dear, I wish I 
could help you ;' looking at me, he said, ' Say precious Gra ce pre cwnis 
Blood.' He repeated : — 

» ( There is a fountain filled with blood 
Drawn from Immanuers veins ; 
And sinners plunged beneath that flood 
Lose all their guilty stains. 

'* ^ The dying' thief rejoiced to see 
That fountain in his day,* 

Then slightly pausing, and : — 

" * may I, though rile as he, 
Wash all my sins away. 

Yes ! all my sins away ! ' At another time he burst out : — 

" * Jesus ! I love Thy charming name — 
Fain would I sound it out so loud. 
That earth and Heayen might hear.* 

" To every one who came in the room he had a word of warning ; 
which was so unlike his quiet way. On our saying he had better not 
fatigue himself, he said, ^ 'Tis no matter, 'tis better to wear out than, 
rust out ; I have not worn out so much as I ought.' Seeing me fret, he 
said, ' Don't £ret, my love ; the same Almighty power that has preserved 
us both to the present will still take care of you till we meet again..' 
When very near his end he said, * I wish I could sing.' I said, ' What 
would you sing V he replied, * Sing of His love to the last ; then, dying, 
clasp Him in my arms, the antidote of death,' after a pause, adding : — 

" ' But strip me of this house of clay, 
And then 111 sing as loud as they.* 

" On saying to him, ' I wish you could sleep a little,* he said, * Oh ! 
my love, I shall sleep in Jesus soon, and be for ever with the Lord.' I 
can never express the deep earnestness and emphasis with which every 
word was uttered. His happy spirit was released at 12 o'clock, 4th 
April, 1868 ; he woidd have been forty three years 25th of this month ; 
truly, * The Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken away ; Father, I strive 
to say, Thy will be done.' I trust Mrs. Banks is better. I am sure it is a 
heavy triaL May the God of all grace strengthen you as he has done 
in time past, — Your's in Gospel bonds, 

August 19. M. A. FouLSER." 
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Some years since we re-issued Flavel's " Balm of the Covenant;^' since 
that time, Mr.' Nichols, of Eklinburgh, has given the Christian Church 
an entire edition of the works of that good Puritan. Our Ovon Fireside 
for October contains the finish of a series of papers on FlaveFs life, per- 
secutions, and ministry. We have thought the description given of 
him, as written on his tomb, might create in the hearts of some yoimg 
men a desire to be like him. We entirely despair of ever approaching 
such a perfect model of a good pastor. Let our young men read and 
pray that, so far as Flavel followed Christ and truth, they may follow 
the devout Puritan. The writer being in Dartmouth churchyard says 
of Flavel :— " He preached his last sermon in Dartmouth about a week 
before his entrance into rest. He performed his last public duty on 
earth by acting as moderator in a meeting of ministers at Topsham ; 
returned from that meeting to Exeter, and peacefully finished his course, 
saying, ' I know it will be well with me !' His dust lies at Dartmouth, 
near the diancel in St. Saviour's church. We went to see the spot, and 
to muse over his memorial ; but, alas ! there was none. There had been 
at first, we were told, a stone over his grave, with the simple 
inscription : — 

*' * John Fijltel, * 

1691.' 

I 

But when the chancel was newly paved that was taken away, and a 
monumental record replaced it : — 

*J * Sacred to th^ memory of 

John f latel, • 

Who waa happy in his stadiei, acute in dispntations, 

Seraphic in the pulpit, and eloquent in his writings ; 

Iq all things truly skilful and illustrious. 

Most accomplished in learning and manners ; 

A zealous promoter of faith, piety, and friendsbip ; 

A most implacable enemy of error and vice ; 

The glory of the Church and City ; 
Who after that he had exhausted his strength, 
Both by praying and watching for the benefit of the Church, 
Slept sweetly in the Lord, June 26, 1691 ; 

Aged 61. 

His accomplishments are his monument, 

While his ashes lie here entombed. 

Could grace or learning from the grave set free, 
Flayel, thou hadst not seen mortuity ! 
Though here thy dusty part death's victim lies, 
Thou by thy works thyself dost eternize. 
Which death nor rust of time shall overthrow ; 
While thou dost reign aboye, these live below.* 

'^ In 1709 church restorations were in fashion again ; and this me« 
morial stone was cast among the rubbish, reprobate by order of the 
magistrates 1 Happily it was pulled out of the refuse, and taken to the 
old Presbyterian chapel ; and there we went to look at it. Nothing was 
left in the church of St. Saviour to mark the grave of the man who once 
so graced the parish pulpit. The spot seemed to be purposely covered 
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by a queer little pew, something between a canonical stall and tbe box of 
a play-house money taker. 

''While we lingered, wondering of what name and shape those 
magistrates of 1709 might be, a good woman whose hospitality we had 
shared, said, 

" ' When I was a girl, about £fty years ago, aTgentleman and his 
wife came here from Oamt)ridgeshire ; their name was Evans. " He 
wished," he said, '' if it were possible, to lie buried in the same grave 
with Flavel.'^ FlaveFs writings had done him so much good that he 
loved his very dust, and longed for his own to mingle with it. He went 
to the chapel where FlaveVs monument is, and as he entered the pew 
he breathed his last ; his soul was suddenly gone. His widow held his 
wish sacred, and applied for leave to bury him in Fla vol's grave. The 
corporation granted permission. When the grave was opened, the good 
man's coffin had disappeared, but there were his bones. I went to see 
them, and really touched them. I felt as if at that touch I had received 
honour, if not sanctity ; and have always thought of that moment with 
solemn joy. The remains were gathered and placed in a box upon the 
coffin of Mr. Evans.' 

« How strikingly at times have the providence and the grace of 
God worked together to 'fulfil the desire of them that fear Him!' 
Evans and his beloved Flavel have met, and are communing above, while 
their mortal relics below are waiting for redemption in close and silent 
fellowship." 

[As a family magazine Owr Own Fireside is exceedingly pure — 
generally interesting — and in historical reminiscences instructive and 
useful. The editor of Our Own Fireside is the Rev. Charles Bullock, ot 
Worcester, and in that city both himself and his family are known and 
beloved for their decision for Christ, and for their extensive charity. 
Without the slightest reserve we say if the pulpits of the Church of 
England were all filled with such men as is St. Nicholas, of Worcester^ 
she would be a blessing to this great nation ; around her the Lord would 
throw His shield, and, although of some things she might be purged, 
destroyed she never could be until the end of the Gospel dispensatioD 
shall come — Ed.] 



THE CROSS. 



"But God forbid that I should glory, save in the Cross of our Lord Jbsus- 

Christ." 



My Saviour, Lord, I love thy cross, 
And fain would count all else but dross ; 
It points to yonder perfect heaveu, 
And tells of scarlet crimes forgiven. 

Nor can I e*er that cross forget, 
That speaks aloud of cancelPd debt ; 
That shows the Father reconciled, 
To me, a wild, rebellious child. 

My gratejful heart adores the love, 

That brought thee from thy throne above ; 

And gave thee on that cross to die, 

To place thy blood-bought church on high. 



While I have breath that cross shall be, 
Dearer than worlds on worlds to me ; 
And when I soar to realms unknown, 
I'll glory in that cross alone. 

Thou sweet, thou lovely Calvary ! 
All I can wish is found in thee. 
Yea, sweeter far than all beside, 
Is that dear mount where Jesus died. 

On that lov'd spot Til fix my heart, 
Till called from earth and time to part r 
Then sing in strains unknown before. 
The cross, the cross, for evermore! 

Manchester. William Stokbs^ 
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« 

CHRIST OUR ALL IN ALL. 

By the Author of " Ju«t as I am." — [From thb Rock,'] 

I iTEED no other plea 

With which to approach my God, 
Than His own meccy^ boundless, free, 

Through Christ on man bestowed. 
A Father^s love, a Father's care, 
Receives and answers every prayer. 

I need no other priest 

Than One High Priest above ; 
His intercession ne'er has ceased 

Since first I knew His love. 
Through that my fiaith shall never fail, 
E'en when I pass through death's dark vale. 

I need no human ear 

In which to pour my prayer ; 
My great High Priest is ever near, 

On Him I cast my care : 
To Him, Him only I confess, 
Who can alone absolve and bless. 

I need no works by me 

Wrought with laborious care. 
To form a meritorious plea 

The bliss of heaven to share. 
Christ's finished work, through boundless grace. 
Has there secured my dwelling-place. 

I need no prayers to saints, 

Beads, relics, martyrs' shrines ; 
Hardships 'neath which the spirit faints, 

Yet still, sore-burdened, pines : 
Christ's service yields my soul delight, 
Easy His yoke, His burden light. 

I need no other book 

To guide my steps to heaven. 
Than that on which I daily look. 

By God's own Spirit given ; 
For this, when He illumes our eyes, 
Unto salvation makes us wise. 

I need no holy oil 

To anoint my lips in death, 
No priestly power my guilt to assail. 

And bless my parting breath ; 
Long since those words bade fear to cease, 
'' Thy faith hath saved thee ; go in peace." 

I need no priestly mass, 

No purgatorial fires 
My soul to anneal, my guilt to efiace, 

When this brief life expires. 
Christ died my eternal life to win, 
His blood has cleansed me from all sin. 

I need no other dress, 

I uree no other claim 
Than His imputed righteousness ; 

In Him complete I am. 
Heaven's portals at that word fiy wide, 
No passport do I need beside ! 

BB 
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STORES OF WEALTH. 



!Dear Kind Friends, — May I say, my children in Christ ? It is Sun- 
day morning, October 4, 1868, before breakfast ; I am thinking of that 
great text of Paul's, in Ephesians iii. 8, 9, " Unto me '* — " To make all 
see what is the fellowship of the mystery,^' <kc. 

There are three great truths in these words. 1. There are immense 
stores of spiritual wealth treasured up in the person of the Lord Jesus 
Christ, called here, " Unsearchable Eiches" 2. Unto some men special 
grace is given, that they might preach among the Gentiles these un- 
searchable riches. 3. The end of this preaching is, that men may see 
" What is the fellowship of the mystery which from the beginning of the 
world hath been hid in God, who created all things by Jesus Christ." 

The immense treasures and riches in Jesus Christ may be called 
" unsearchable " because neither angels nor men can ever discover them 
until the Spirit of the Living God reveal them unto the souls of men. 
Perhaps Paul means they are inexhaustible — they never can be fully and 
entirely discovered. 

But, What are They ] — I think they are not, exclusively, the 
original glories of the Person of God's Son, but they are those mediatorial 
mercies, those saving gracious blessings which the Father treasured up 
in Him, for the salvation of His people — which blessings are sometimes 
c&lled fulness. '' It pleased the Father that in Him should all fulness 
dwell." 

These unsearchable riches may be spoken of under seven heads :— 

1. Spiritual and eternal life. 

2. Everlasting and holy love. 

3. Infinite and perfect righteousness. 

4. PardoD, forgiveness, blotting outfall sin. 

5. Peace with God. 

6. The .knowledge of God. 

7. Meetness to dwell in the glory of God. 

In Col. i. 28, Paul says these unsearchable riches arie all comprised 
in one grand possession, " Christ in you the hope of glory." But every 
one of the seven things named are rich things for helpless sinners ; to 
have life in Christ, to be loved of Christ, and to be enabled to love 
Christ ; to know Christ, and to be known of Christ ; to be justified by 
Christ ; to have peace and pardon with Christ ; to have the power of 
Christ to preserve us while we are in this world of danger ; and, after 
all, to have the Glory op Christ, in his Kingdom for " ever " — these 
must be riches indeed. And all these are sometimes expressed by one 
thing : — " Your Life is hid with Christ in God ; and when Christ who 
is our Life shall appear, then shall we also appear with Him in Glory." 
There is everything — all these unsearchable riches in one sentence : — 
" Christ Who is our Life." 

It appears to me that the Old Testament and New Testament too 
contain splendid illustrations of these unsearchable riches. 

" Life in Christ " is certainly illustrated in the valley of Vision. 
Bead Ezekiel xxxvii., from verse 1 to 14. There is first nothing but a 
valley of bones, " very many," and " very dry." Seven things the Lord 
says He will do : — 
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1. Open their graves. 

2. Bring them up out of their graves. 

3. Put His Spirit in them. 

4. They shall live. 

5. He will place them in their own land — which is Christ's Gospel 
land, and glory land too. 

6. They shall know the Lord hath spoken it. 

7. Also that He hath performed it. 

There is a display of the riches of Life Divine ! 

Then the riches of His love is admirably illustrated in the Song of 
Solomon. Let me read those chapters as the expressions of love between 
Christ and His Church, and I say His love is rich indeed. She is black, 
but in Him comely, and crowned in blessedness for ever. The riches of 
His love to Jacob, to Joseph, to David, to all the ransomed down to 
John, '^ that disciple whom Jesus loved," and even down to us poor 
Gentile believers, is rich love indeed. 

I must not, or cannot, look further at these illustrations of His 
riches. The grand question is this : — Are they rich in our esteem ] Do 
we covet and pray for them ? Are they rich in our soul's experience 1 
If so, vre are rich to all the intents of Grace — ^for God Himself is ours. 

II. Special grace is given to some men to preach out these un- 
searchable riches. Ajad this^pecial grace may be spoken of under these 
three words : — 

Faith, Fellowship, and Fruit ! 

What those words contain, I cannot here put down. Let us look 
at the ends to be answered by preaching these unsearchable riches ; and, 
also, at the evidences flowing out of the souls of those to whom the 
preaching is made a blessing. Paul says : — 

III. " To make all men see what is the fellowship of the mys- 
tery," &C. 

There is a mystery in the Trinity, so, also, in the Covenant of 
Grace, and in the complete character of Christ : in the union between 
Himself and His people. 

To the Jews, the salvation of some of the Gentiles was a great 
mystery. 

There is a mystery in the true saving conversion of every one called 
of God. 

Of these things, my beloved friends, time will not allow me to 
think or write now. 1 hope you will get a blessing to-day. — Amen. 

C. W. B. 



WRITTEN TO COMFORT THE MOURNER IN ZION. 



My Dear Brother, Mr. Joseph Dickson, — I received your very kind 
note, and have read it again and again with deep interest, and great sym- 
pathy with you in your mental exercises. I have often felt, with one 
of old, " I am afraid of all my fears." Job said, " Let him take his 
rod away from me, and let not his fear terrify me. Then would I speak, 
and not fear him, but it is not so with me." There is no daysman 
between us. Let him remove his rod ; let him reveal the daysman ; 
" Then would I speak and sing his power to save." 

bb2 
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The cause of Job's fear was the absence of his Redeemer, and the pre- 
sence of the rod. When he realized his deathless interest in Christ, lie 
would have his faith not only written and printed in a book, but sculp- 
tured deep in the rock of historic ages (Job xix. 23, 24). And is it not 
so ? Do we not want to keep in everlasting remembrance the mani- 
festations of Divine favour ? and, especially the revelations of Christ to 
our soul ? A revelation of Christ is the only antidote for the fears of 
which you complain : — 

" When Jesus, with His mighty loye, 
Visits my troubled breast ; 
My doubts subside, my fears remoTe, 
And I'm completely blest" 

It was the mighty love of Jesus that made the Psalmist sin^ 
*^ Though an host should encamp against me my heart shall not fear." 
Not fear an host ? Why 1 " The Lord is my light and my salvation ; 
the Lord is the strength of my life, of whom shall I be afraid ? " Not 
fear? Why 1 ** In the time of trouble he shall hide me in his pavilion, 
(tabernacle) in the secret of His tabernacle shall he hide me." In the 
secret, or most holy place, the priest was hid from all without — from all 
sin, &C., from all but God. Was hid with holy things. So in Christ, 
the most holy place, we are hid from all without ; from the burning 
altar of vengeance, from the incessant claims of a broken law, from the 
rage of hell, from the wrath of men, and .from the anger of God. We 
are not only hid in Christ from all evil, but we are . hereby associated 
with all that is holy, and blessed, and glorious. Such were the sweet 
expressions of David when it was well with his soul, when he could read 
his title clear, when the light of God's countenance shed a beam of hea- 
venly day upon his raptured heart. Then he said, " I shall never be 
moved." Have we not said, when the Lord has appeared for us and 
to us, "I shall never be moved" — ^to question my Fathers good 
pleasure to lead me quite through, after this '? Have we not said, after 
some unusual access to the throne of grace, after some precious promise 
has been applied with power upon the heart, after some soul -refreshing 
view of Christ, *' I shall never be moved 1" "I know that my Redeemer 
liveth," *• I know that He loved me and gave Himself for me." " I know 
that He is mine and I am His V* Yes, yes ; but what more did the 
Psalmist say ? " Thou didst hide Thy face, and I was troubled." (Psal. 
XXX. 6, 7). The poor soul, then, looks after the evidences, but they are 
sealed up in the earthen vessel, and it is so dark they cannot be found. 
There is a cloud upon the throne, and . the soul cannot penetrate 
the thick darkness. There is a seal upon the book, and the soul can get 
no promise. There is a dearth in the ministry, and the soul gets no 
blessing. When God hides his fiice, who then can behold Him 1 Your 
fears, my brother, are only those wholesome exercises with which all 
God's children are kept from presumption. It has been said that " fear 
is a good housekeeper," and I believe it. Remember all God's children 
are the subjects of many and various fears. If they were not, we should 
not have such a vast number of " fear nots " in the Bible. Our fears 
arise from a variety of causes ; from the workings of an evil heart of 
unbelief, from the motions (passions) of sins in our members (see Bom. 
vii 5), from the impious " ife " of hell, from the hidings of God's face. 
God hid His face from Abraham ; the sun went down, and an horror of 
great darkness fell upon him. God hid His face from Job, and he said. 
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" I am afraid of Him." He hid His face from Jeremiah, and the pro- 
phet exclaimed, '^My hope is perished from the Lord." He hid His face 
from Jonah, and he said, ^' I am cast out of Thy sight." 

It is a remarkable fact that the first "fear not'' was addressed to the 
man whom the Scriptures commend for the strength and obedience of 
his &ith ; teaching us that the man possessing the highest degree of 
faith^has no exemption from fear. 

I feel sure, my dear brother, that you have an interest in Mai. iv. 2, 
and therefore T have written this to comfort you. May the bright 
beams of the Sun of Righteousness dispel the darkness of your mind, and 
give you peace. 

I had a heavenly day last Sabbath. How blessed when the obscuring 
veil is drawn aside, and we see the Lord in the magnifying glass of the 
promise. Kind love to all. God bless you, 

Yours affectionately, 
Launceston, Aug. 11, 1868. Samuel. 



NO. 5,— EPISCOPALIANISM. 
BY WILLIAM STOKES, OF MANCHESTER. 

Authyr of " The History of Baptists,'^ " Imputed Bighteouaness,'* ^c. 



(Continued from page 308.^ 
^^ One is youb Masteb, bven Chbist ; and all ye are bkethskn." 

Chktstianity, is the religion of humility. Being the perpetual foe of 
pride, and of worldly ambition in all its phases ; the religion of the 
cross demands humility as the test of membership, when it declares that 
'^ Except ye be converted, and become as little children, ye shall not 
«nter into the kingdom of heaven.'' This test of discipleship it never 
vfrithdraws, or even qualifies ; but maintains it throughout its entire 
scope by enjoining on all who name its name, " Be ye clothed with 
humility," " In honour preferring one another." 

Humility appeared to perfection in the great Eedeemer. His whole 
life exhibited a settled purpose to make Himself of no bepdtation, 
but to be among men as one that served. His most distinguished 
apostle afforded another commanding display of this divine grace, when 
in terms of deep abasement he described himself as '^ less than the least 
of all saints." This is true nobility, and wherever found stamps the 
laan with the dignity of heaven. 

The primitive church soon lost sight of this matchless grace, or in 
a very brief period impaired its beauty by a voluntary admixture of 
carnal pride. Especially did this appear in official corruption among the 
pastors of that early age. The healthy principle, which had been 
enjoined by the Bedeemer himself, of a perfect equality among the 
office-bearers of His church, was gradually discarded by the very men 
vrho were appointed to preserve it, and the pride of distinction, borrowed 
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from the world, slowly, but surely took its place. The love of superior 
station immediately followed, until the plain office of ^' pastor,'' became 
one of contempt; and ambition, flowing in: this new channel, en- 
couraged the formation of a lordly priesthood that should share the 
honours of rank ^with a secular nobility. Thus, ^ kittle by little," 
appeared that form of church government, long since known, and accepted 
at this very day, by the name of Episcopalianism. 

That the proud spirit which originated this party entered the church 
soon after the apostolic age, cannot be doubted. All reliable authorities 
point to the early portion of the second century as the probable period 
when the plain and simple pastorate swelled out into the woridly 
institute of a ruling bishop and an inferior clergy. Even the learned 
Chillingworth, in his '' Apostolic Episcopacy Demonstrated," carries it do 
higher ; for, as if conscious of the absence of direct proof of its apostolic 
Origin, he provides an escape for his cherished plea, by adding, " or pre- 
sently after." Even that candid churchman detected a possible flaw in his 
intended demonstration ; and that he might save his cause from an utter 
defeat when closely pressed, he wisely provides a shelter for it, in the 
convenient retreat of " a presently after." We admit this " presently 
after" to be correct beyond all cavil, but then it is a virtual surrender of 
the churchman's whole case, for if he fails to prove from Scripture that 
Episcopacy was a divine institution, it does nothing for his cause that it 
came into being presently after the sacred canon had closed. The 
Gnostics, Arians, SabeUians, and a host besides, appeared as soon as the 
apostles were no more ; but we have yet to learn that they were right 
because they sprang up presently after.* 

The Episcopalians are a wide-spread, numerous people, under 
different names. Popery, as to church officials, is an Episcopacy. The 
united church of EnglaJad and Ireland is Episcopalian. The Russian 
Greek church, the Moravian, the Arminian, Coptic, Abyssinian, Swedish, 
and Danish churches, are of the same order. The principle of- degrees 
in rank and authority among those who serve at one altar, has proved 
acceptable to the world, being in strict harmony with that almost uni- 
versal rule of the gentiles whose '' princes " ^' exercise dominion over 
them, and they that are great exercise authority upon them." It is of 

* The learned Mosheim, in his Ecclesiastical History, century 2, chap. 2, 
gives the middle of the second century aa the period when this innova- 
tion began to assume a more organized form. His words are these : '^ These 
councils, of which we find not the smallest trace before the middle of this 
century, changed the whole face of the church, and gave it a new form ; for 
by them the ancient privileges of the people were considerably diminished, 
and the power and authority of the bishops greatly augmented. Another 
effect of these coimcils was, the gradual abolition of that perfect equality, 
which reigned among all bishops (pastors) in the primitive times." 

Milton ^ves a most distressing account of some of the effects of this 
clerical ambition in the choice of Bishops, He says, '^Men went to choose 
their bishop as they went to a pitched field, and the day of his election was 
like the sacking of a city, sometimes ended with the blood of thousands. Kor 
was this among heretics only, but men of the same belief, yea, confessors f 
Is there a Christian man but must blush for deeds like these performed in 
the name of the meek and lowly Jesus ? But what crime will not pride 
commit when onoe allowed a place in the church of the living God ?— See 
'< Milton's Church Government, Book 1, Chap. 6. 
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no practical consequence whatever, that the Redeemer added, '* But it 
SHALL NOT BE SO AMONG YOU." The world will have it so, even in 
the church of God ; and so it is ! 

The amazing multiplication of offices that usually accompanies the 
principle of an Episcopacy, is in itself a strong objection to the divinity 
of its origin. Unity characterizes the church, and " One Lord, one 
faith, one baptism," describe the complete harmony of the Christian 
religion. But look at Episcopacy as a whole, and what are the fruibs 
that grow upon that worldly tree] Is there a decent compactness, an 
union, or a simplicity of office, anywhere ? At the head of it in one 
direction there is the Pope, the universal Father ; then there follow the 
Patriarch, Primate, Archbishop or Metropolitan, Bishop, Arch- Pres- 
byter, Archdeacon, and Provost, besides Deans, Sub-deans, Precentors, 
&c., &c,, down to Deacons, Priests, and several mor€. 

Take next the EJpiscopal Church of England, and there we have 
the Sovereign as a political head ; then Archbishops, Bishops, Deans, 
Archdeacons, Deacons, Rural Deans, Prebendaries, Canons, Rectors, 
Vicars, Curates, &c. 

Next comes the Greek Church, and there are the Patriarch, the 
Metropolitans, the Archbishops, Bishops, Priests, Lay-Monks, Deacons, 
Sub-Deacons, and Anagnostes, who are readers of common notices of 
the day. 

The Armenians, Copts, Abyssinians, and others, have also their 
orders, ranks, and degrees , but the humblest, simplest, and least pre- 
tentious of the Episcopalian churches, is that of the Moravians. That 
modest and useful people present an example which their Episcopalian 
brethren would do well to copy. 

But are these Popen, Patriarchs, Cardinals, Archbishops, and Priests 
almost countless, to be found in the New Testament % Are they any- 
where among the known institutions of the Saviour ? And further, do 
they, or can they, accord with the simplicity of " a little child," without 
which no man can enter into the kingdom of heaven % 

(The remainder of this paper, No, 5, will be given in the Vessel, for 

January). 



CHEISTIAN EXPERIENCE. 



How fast my thoughts and feelings change, 
Now, I am low and chilled with care ; 

And then I am inflamed with love, 
As strong as mortal state can bear. 

Again, I feel forlorn and sad, 
And almost say (yet I forbear) 

"Would I had never known the Lord," 
I^m so perplexed with grief and fear. 

Afraid thai in some trying hour, 
Though many trying hours I've pMi ; 

Yielding to sin's deceitful power, 
I shall disgrace his cause at last. 



But soon the fowler's snare is broke, 
And soaring high I joyfully say 

" The Lord is mine, and I am his ; 
He'll guard me in the trying day." 

And then I challenge every power ; 

Not one can move me, I am safe ; 
And although tried by flood and Are, 

Yet I shall see him face to face. 

And as I travel, this I prove. 

Both in say tnals and my joy, 
The more he purifies his gold, 

The more I see my base alloy. 



W. B. 
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FAREWELL MEETING 
TO MR. JOHN BUNYAN M*CURE. 

OvB readers will expect from us some 
report of Mr. M'Cure s farewell meetiog, 
seeing we have, from the first, taken the 
greatest interent in his cause ; and have, 
w<e hope and believe, rendered him val* 
uable aid, in making known his mission 
to our churches throughout England. It 
is no small gratificatien, therefore, to us 
to have now the pleasure of recording the 
successful termination of that mission to 
this country ; the Christian hospitality he 
has received wherever he has gone ; and 
the enthusiastic farewell that has been 
accorded to him prior to his departure for 
his adopted country. Of all men, John 
Bunyan M'Cure has great occasion to 
■speak well of the Pree Grace Christian 
people and churches of old England ; and 
it is our pleasure to know he carries from . 
cur shores a deep and lasting impression 
of the mercy the Lord has showered upon 
him while he has been in our midst. 

As most of our readers are aware, the 
farewell meeting was held on Tuesday, 
Nov. 17, 1868, in the Surrey Tabernacle, 
Wansey-street, Walworth- road. For some 
days previous to the meeting, from the 
numerous enquiries we had, ^th person- 
ally and by letter, we were quite satisfied 
a large assembly might be expected ; and 
we were not disappointed in the result, for 
never was such a mass of people more 
closely packed than on this occasion in 
the beautiful Surrey Tabernacle; while 
hundreds were unable to get admission. 
There were representatives from most, if 
not all, the London churches; and the 
country churches around, as far distant as 
sixty and seventy miles, were also well 
represented. Such a sieht must have been 
most gratifying, not only to Mr. M*Cure, • 
but to the pastor and deacons of the 
place. Soon after 5 o'clock, when it is 
calculated there were just upon l,400per- 
sons assembled, tea was served ; and, in 
passing, we compliment Mr. Philcox (of 
Bermondsey-street) upon the efficient 
manner in which he supplied the same. 

At half-past 6 the public meeting com- 
menced. Mr. James Wells, the pastor, 
presided ; and the platform was packed 
closely with London and oonntzy minis- 
ters and deacons. We will try and name 
a few : Messrs. Thos. Jones, B. B. Wale, 
J. S. Anderson, T. Stringer, R. A. Law- 
cence, Debnam, Nevell, Flack, Wheeler, 



Cook, Comfort, Hall, Wise, Ponsfoid, 
Nichols, Arthur Baker, Steed, Lee, Thurs- 
ton, R. G. Edwards, Ward, Butt, Boul- 
den, Backett, Bavey, Syms, the brothers 
Carr, Laurence, W. and J. Beach, Mead, 
Evan Edwards, Mitson, Wbitlock, Min- 
ton, Knott, Kennaid ; and as many more 
as we have named. 

Mr. Butt opened the proceedings with 
a hymn ; Mr. Thomas Stringer then 
offered prayer, making special reference 
to the success that had crowned the effort, 
and imploring very earnestly the protect- 
ing hand of Jehovah to encompass our 
brother M'Cure while crossing the mighty 
ocean. After another verse had been 
sung, Mr. Wells, in his warm and earnest 
style, took a review of the whole circum- 
stances of Mr. M'Cure*s coming to Eng- 
land ; his object being the furtherance of 
the Gospel. In a private communication 
Mr. Wells told Mr. M'Cure he thought if 
he came they would give him the first 
welcome at the Surrey Tabernacle ; and 
that. ^^ ^^ turning point ; for when Mr. 
M'Cure learnt that, ne decided to come. 
.They fulfilled their promise, and gave him 
a good start ; and it was really wonderful 
how door after door had been opened to 
him. Mr. Wells then spoke in the most 
affectionate terms of Mr. M'Cure, expres- 
sing the delight it gave him to preside 
at such a meeting. The chairman fol- 
lowed on with some well-timed remarks 
upon the office of deacons, — what a dea- 
con should be, as well as what he should 
not be; and our ill -paid itinerant 
preachers received at his hands some good 
advice, as also some consoling words for 
the heavy labours they undergo, and the 
small amount often meted out to them. 
Mr. Wells concluded by taking a passing 
review of those who had not helped Mr. 
M'Cure's cause ; and called on Mr. Butt 
to furnish a report of the fund. 

Mr. EnwABD Butt said, — In presenting 
a concise report of the labours of our 
friend and brother, Mr. John Bunyan 
M*Cttre, commenced by observing that, 
on the 17th day of August, 1867, he left 
Sydney, under a feeling of distress and 
sorrow, which would have been unbear- 
able but for the faith and hope of suc- 
cess he anticipated meeting in England. 
On the 19th day of October he landed 
in Liverpool, and at once proceeded to 
London. - He attended our prayer meet- 
ing on Monday the 2l8t, and united with 
us in singing : — 
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" Their passage lies across the brink 
Of many a threatening wave ; 
The world expects to see them sink, 
But JesjiB lives to save,'* 

and thanking God for the mercies he had 
experienced. 

On an earlj evening Mr. M'Cure had a 
conference with the minister and deacons 
of the Surrey Tabernacle ; explained his 
objet^t in visiting this oonntry, and sought 
their aid in assisting to raise the sum of 
£1,000. It was then decided to hold a 
pnblic meeting on Monday, the 4th of 
November, in the Surrey Tabernacle; 
and, in the meantime, to obtain the assis- 
tance of the various pastors and deacons 
of the London Churches. Some promised 
assistance, while others feared it might 
interfere with their own operations. On 
the evening mentioned, a large meeting 
congregated ; Mr. Wells presided, and 
nobly set forth the object of our brother's 
visit, and the claims of the Baptist 
Churches in the colonies, observing that 
many members of .our different churches 
had settled there, and were desirous of 
having a faithful ministry. Several min- 
istering brethren supported the remarks 
of the president, and promised their aid, 
but feared the £1,000. At the close, a 
collection was made amounting to £115 ; 
at which astonishment was expressed ; 
and some deacons from other churches, 
began to whisper, "we must also help." 
The feelings produced at that meeting, 
will not be easily forgotten. 

In November and December, through 
The Earthen Vxssel, (which has done 
good service to the cause) an appeal was 
made to the churches, and to individuals 
for subscriptions. Several London and 
country churches now began to write our 
brother f)r information, offering their 
chapels for lectures and sermons to com- 
mence, the new year, and to all appearance, 
things wore a promising aspect* when a 
voice was heard, *' Hitherto shalt thou go, 
but no farther." Some business was now 
to be done in ai&iction, a serious illness 
set in. Engagements in the country were 
obliged to 'be set asido ; our friend 16,000 ' 
miles away from a dear wife and family ; 
the mind aark, his fears many, lest the 
cause so dear to him should suffer; letters 
coming from idl parts to remind him of his 
en^gements ; all tending to bow down his 
spirits, try his faith and patience to the 
utmost. 

The Lord very graciously heard the 
many prayers for his afflicted servant; 
and after three weeks of much suffering, 
blessed the means, restored to him a 
meamre of health, his hope revived, and 
he was enabled to say, *'For thou hast 
been a shelter for me, and a strong tower 



from the enemy.'' This affliction was 
the means of drawing forth a strong feel- 
ing of love and affection from our friends 
toward him which no words can set forth ; 
and our brother's own feelings will be best 
expressed in the words of the poet, — 

" When all thy mercies, my God, 
My rising soul surveys ; 
Transported with the view I'm lost 
In wonder, love, and praise." 

His own words were ** Such kindness I 
never met with in my life. I have seen 
that God always helps the helpless, and 
that right early." 

Being restored, our brother set t j work 
in good earnest. He has travelled over 
10,000 miles ; preached and lectured 300» 
times; in most places, large numbers 
were gathered to hear the word of life. 
The results ot* these labours a future day 
will declare. Many instances have been 
brought under his notice, of how the 
word had been blessed in former years, 
when labouring in different parts of this 
country. The churches in various parts 
of England have manifested great sym- 
pathy towards our brother's cause ; and 
our most sanguine expectations have been 
surpassed. Many of these causes, already 
pressed down with difficulties, have never- 
theless cheerfully opened their places for 
collections ; and in some, a second visit 
has been sought. Our brother has been 
the means of serving many of these 
churches, this year, at their anniversaries^ 
ar.d many testimonies have been given of 
the power of the Holy Spirit accompany- 
ing the word. 

We will now come to a financial part 
of the business. 

The result of collections in the country 
amounts to £546 13s. 

The fund has been aided by twenty-one* 
of our Baptist churches in Ix)ndon and 
its suburbs to the amount of £369 Is. 2d. 
In addition to this we are pleased to state 
that Mr. Luekin, of Cierkenwell, kindly 
introduced our brother to his people, as 
one who had formerly worshipped with 
them. The friends at Eegent street, City 
road, (formerly Mr. Geo. Abraham's) 
opened their pulpit, and affectionately 
received our brother. Mr. Franks, of 
Commercial road, did the same ; the sum 
thus received from Cierkenwell, £20; 
from Regent street, £23 Is. lOd. ; iVom 
Commercial road, £5 ; in all £48 Is. lOd. 
Dr. Doudney, of Bedminster, and Mr. 
Walker, of Bristol, very kindly arranged, 
and took part in, his lecture in the rooms 
connected with St. Luke's church, for 
which, in the name of this meeting, we 
thank them. 

Some of our friends were desirous for 
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a lecture at Croydon, and obtained the 
public hall, when the collection was J13. 
Oar friend Mr. Mitson very kindly under- 
took to get up a likeness of oar friend, in 
order that he may have a place in 
their album, and upon which they can 
look when he is very far distant, for which 
a vast sale has been obtained, he having 
already paid to the fond £50, the profit of 
the sale. We thank our friend most 
heartily for his zeal and diligence. 

The receipts and expenditure is as fol- 
lows : — 

Eeceipts: £ s. d. 
Churches in London and 

Suburbs 369 1 2 

Congregational churches 48 1 10 

Ditto in the country 646 13 

Public HaU, Croydon 13 
Per Mr. Mitson, profit on 

sale of Portraits 50 

Individual subscriptions 127 6 

£1154 2 
Expenditure : 
Expenses, Railway Travel- 
ling, Advertisements, Bills 
and Posting, Hire of Public 
Halls 

Total Balance 

The expenses would necessarilpr have 
been larger, but for the Christian kindness 
of some of our dear friends, who have 
received our brother into their houses as 
one of their own family. 

Mr. M'Cure kindly delivered two lec- 
tures (after he had completed his labours 
for Sydney) one in aid of the funds of the 
" Aged Pilgrims* Friend Society," collec- 
tion £21 ; the other for the " P^testant 
Blind Society,*' collection £10; for which 
the Committee tender him their thanks. 

In conclusion, what shell we say ? Can 
any minister or church say we are worse 
off for what we have done ? (we are not 
here). To God be all the praise. May 
our faith, and love, and zeal, and diligence, 
and earnestness for, and in the cause of 
God and troth be increased. 

To our dear brother we say, ** May the 
Lord Gtod of Abraham, of Isaac, and of 
Jacob bless thee, and go with thee." 

At the dose of 2&. Butt's address, 
which was listened to by the vast audience 
with the deepest attention, the chairman 
called upon Mr. Thomas Jones (of every- 
where) to address the meeting, which, was 
done in Mr. Jones's usual pleasant man- 
ner. He thought it was an honour to 
" the folk " there that they had been at 
the beginning and the ending of the case ; 
a vast amount of Christian love and hos- 
pitality had been shown our brother 



throughout the land ; he could retam to 
Australia and tell his Church that the 
people of England are Christians ; and as 
he would relate the kindness of the friends 
here, it would create a bond of union be- 
tween this country and the one to which 
he journeys. Mr. Ponsford (of Olapham) 
followed, and spoke of the interest both 
he and his Church had taken in the case ; 
he prayed that the Lord might carry him 
in safety across the ocean, and land him 
safe in the midst of his church and 
family. A hymn was then sung, during 
which the collection was made. After 
this, Mr. M'Cure rose to speak, and was 
received in the warmest manner by the 
meeting ; when he could speak, he said: 
** My dear brother, and my very dear 
Christian friends, — it is impossible for me 
to express my feelings, not only for the 
unmistakable sympathy manifest towards 
me by my brethren and friends ; but for 
the divine faithfulness of my ever-faithful 
God. Twelve months ago, on the 4th of 
this month, I stood on this platform want- 
ing one thousand pounds. I stand here 
now to say I have got it. My fiiiUi has 
been honoured, and the promise I received 
from the Lord before I left Australia has 
been fulfilled." The spesiker then gave a 
review of the case; but as Mr. Butt's 
statement was a concise report of the 
whole movement, we have given that 
almost verbatim. Mr. M'Cure stated he 
was to sail on the 25th by the Nineveh. 
He had often seen her in Sydney, and 
hoped to see her there again. Before sit- 
ting down, turning to Mr. Wells, Hr. 
M'Cure in affectionate terms thanked him 
for his kindness, and presented Mr. W. 
with the first copy of his Life, which had 
that evening been published. Mr. WeUs, 
in accepting the same, said this was as 
things ought to be done ; and, as one good 
turn deserved another, he (Mr. Wells) 
now presented to Mr. M'Cure, on behalf 
of two ladies, three photographs of the 
Surrey Tabernacle, accompanied with a 
£6 note. At the same time a small pac- 
ket was handed to Mr. M'Cure, containing 
two more £5 notes; and, in acknowledg- 
ing the same, he remarked, the more we 
had the more we want; he should now 
like photographs of the pastor and deacons 
of the Surrey Tabemade, with their 
wives. Mr. Anderson, of Bradford, spoke 
a few congratulatory words, after which 
Mr. Mitson presented Mr. M'Curewith 
two £10 notes, as a further donation out 
of the sale of his portrait — ^making in all 
j£70. Mr. Butt tiien came on the wtfonn 
to state the amount of the colleetion, 
which was being anxiously watted for, and 
when he announced it to be the hand- 
some sum of one hundred and thkty-fiTe 
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pounds fiflbeen flhillings, the meeting gaye 
unmistakable signs of the pleasure with 
which they received the statement. Mr. 
Butt further stated that as the chapel debt 
was £1000, and as there had been collected 
^£40 over that amount, it was proposed to 
pay Mr. M'Cure's passage money with 
that sum, a proposition which the meet- 
ing fully endorsed. The meeting was 
brought to a close by the doxolo^, and 
singing, *' Praise G-odfrom whom ul bles- 
sings flow;" after which hundredis of per- 
sons came regularly in line round the 
front of the platform, and for half-an- 
hour at least, Mr. M'Cure was shaken most 
cordially by the hand, most of the friends 
wishing him a safe journey, and many 
quoting short and appropriate texts of 
scripture as they pressed his hand, and 
passed on. 

We must now close this report. Per- 
haps we ought to offer to our readers an 
apology for the space occupied this month, 
and for many months past, with this case ; 
but we hope and believe our readers have 
the same interest as we have, and there- 
fore have read the successive letters with 
pleasure and profit. 

Next month, probably, we shall give a 
short note of the sailing of the "Nineevh," 
and our brother M'Cure purposes writing 
us immediately on his arrival home ; and 
before, should they pass a vessel on the 
journey. 

The following lines are from the pen 
and heart of our brother, Thomas 
Stringer : — 

FAEEWELL TO MK. JOHN BUNT AN 
M'OUBE, Nov. 17, 1868. 

Farewell, brother Bunyan, we bid you 

adieu; 
You'll not forget us, and well not forget 

you; 
You've prayd, preached, and lectured o'er 

England's free soil, 
And God has rewarded your labours and 

toiL 

You've got all the money, the Lord's name 

be prais'd, — 
'Tib all through his goodness the sum has 

been rais'd ; 
Your friends and your brethren abroad we 

are sure, 
Will hail with great pleasure John Bunyan 

M*Oure. 

Farewell, brother John, in the name of the 

Lord; 
We wish you success both at home and 

abroad ; 
In journeying homeward preserv'd may 

you be, 
While crossing the billows and waves of 

the sea. 

Lift up the Bedeemer, with zeal more and 
more, 



Sound forth his free grace on the Australian 

shore; 
Meet all his opponents in armour divine, 
Wield the sword of the Spirit, and vict'ry 

is thine. 

Farewell, brother soldier ; farewell, we aU 

say; 
God keep and preserve you by night and 

by day; 
Preach truth to poor sinners, the great and 

the small, 
And fill all your sermons with Christ all in 

all. 

You serve a good Master, he's faithful and 

true; 
He ever has been so to us and to you ; 
Crown him Lord of all, all the rest of your 

days ; 
To him ascribe honour, and glory, and 

praise. 

Farewell, then, dear brother, again we 

repeat ; 
And should we no more in this wilderness 

meet. 
We hope to arrive safe on Canaan's blest 

shore, 
To sing of salvation with Bunyan M 'Care, 

T. STRINGER. 



THE FAREWELL TO BUNYAN 
McCURE. 

Dbab Sir, — ^The immense gathering at 
Surrey Tabernacle last Tuesday evening, 
the occasion which brought so many to- 
gether, and the good spirit which seemed 
to pervade all present, will not be easily 
forgotten. Mr. McCure will carry to his 
brethren — our brethren — ^in Australia, 
such an account of British sympathy, and 
such tangible proof of British generosity, as 
cannot lail to increase in them a loving 
regard for the land of their fathers, and 
confidence in that Tital union which no 
distance of time or space can sever. We 
are all glad for the r^ief our brother 
must feel in being disburdened of debt, 
and the bondage of slavish care connected 
therewith. Only God could have sus- 
tained him so long under the weight; and 
surely it is God, who has so effectually 
and marvellously wrought his deliverance. 
He is now in every blessed sense a free 
man ; his feet are set in a large place ; he 
has a continent for his parish, a great 
salvation to proclaim, and an infinite 
treasury of wisdom to draw from, so that 
he may say with Paul, ** I have all things 
and abound.'* Freely he has received, 
freely may he give. He has all the natural 
requirements for work ; he has given evi- 
dence of energy and assiduity not many 
could equal and fewer still coidd exceed ; 
and certainly he has not spent his 
strength for nought, as pleasing reports 
from the country over amply witness. 
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Onr prayers will attend him on his return 
voyage, and we hope to hear of abundant 
labours in the service of onr divine Mas- 
ter, and of fruit abounding yet more to 
the glory of the Trinity in Unity, one 
God, blessed for ever. 

The time may come when the churches 
in Australasia may be called upon to ren- 
der pecuniary aid to the chur&es in Bri- 
tain. A clever writer has imagined a 
New Zealander sitting on a broken arch 
of London Bridge, sketching the ruins of 
St. Paul's. Nations as great as our own 
have experienced reverses as great as that; 
what right have we to calculate on a better 
fate ? If such fate can, in harmony with 
sovereign purpose, be avoided, it will be 
through the prayers, the fidelity, and 
charity of the Election of Gbace. 

We exult in the success which has 
crowned our brother's mission; yet we 
cannot shut our eyes to the fact that all 
the money has come from, comparatively, 
only a few of our churches. His coming 
and his business were published plen- 
teously, through the favour of our perio- 
dicals, but the offers of help were sparse 
and slow. He came as a Particular and 
Strict Baptist, and his hopes of sympathy 
were with the Particular and Strict Bap- 
tists, and from some such he has received 
Christian and liberal treatment. Others, 
however, were icy, impenetrable, immov- 
able. For some he was too particular, for 
some not particular enough, at least he 
had not the particular beU of some par- 
ticular party ; and many excuse themselves 
on the narrow-souled principle of the 
churl who declined to ao anything for 
posterity, because posterity had never 
done anything for him. All these stand 
rebuked in the presence of certain Con- 
gregationalis.ts, and clergy of the Episco- 
pal church, who frankly said, wejicannot 
subscribe to your object, because you are 
a Baptist, but we cordially help you be- 
cause we believe you to be a faithful 
preacher of the everlasting Gospel, and a 
lover of the Saviour Jesus whom we also 
love. Honour to such men ! and God does 
honour them, though they follow not with 
us in some tracks in which, we perhaps, 
wish they did. 

Well, we have cheered a part of the body 
mystical, located 16,000 miles away, can 
we spare a little compassion for portions 
of the same body that are as near to us 
as Lazams was to Dives, when he lay at 
his gates ? Who among our leading men 
is bold, and brave, and loving enough to 
slip over the petty prejudices and envy- 
in gs which perpetuate jars and isolations, 
and inaugurate a movement for discharg- 
ing debts on chapels built for the main- 
tenance of the truth that dwelleth in us, 



and the erection of others in suitable 
places in which the bread of life shall be 
broken, ministerially, and Christ exalted? 
As was said on Tuesday evening, by the 
most efficient auxiliary in our brother's 
cause, **None are the poorer for what 
they have given." Who, seeing the thoo- 
sands of enthusiastic sympathisers at the 
Tabernacle, can doubt that we have num- 
bers and strength for honourable service, 
if those whose duty it is, and whose hon- 
our it would be, would rise above personal 
differences and cry, as did Napoleon 
to his legions at the the foot of the Alps, 
*' Forwarid ! forward." Yours sincerely, 
Nov. 20, 1868. T. Jones. 

TO THE CHURCH AND CONGKE- 
GATION WORSHIPPING IN THE 
BAPTIST CHAPEL, CASTLEREAGd 
STREET, SYDNEY, AND TO ALL 
THE FRIENDS OF CHRIST AND 
TRUTH, SCATTERED THROUGH- 
OUT THE COLONIES OF AUSTRA- 
LIA. 

My Dear Bbetixren, — My report not being 
finished in the November number of the 
Earthen Vessel, I will now pve you the 
last account of the Lord's jnucious remem- 
biance of me; who near my soul has 
always stood, my strength, my stronghold, 
my shield, my glory, and the lifter-up of 
my head, therefore I am the living to praise 
him. While I have travelled through 
England I have been distressed and humili- 
ated in beholding the spread of Popery iu 
my native land ; what may be the conse- 
quences upon the rising generation, of 
Popish encroachments and the works of the 
Jesuits, is frightful to contemplate. In the 
Church of England, which has been con- 
sidered the bulwark of Protestantism, may 
now be seen, in many of the churches, mag- 
nificent robes, censers, pictures, muttered 
prayers, intonations, bending the knee, and 
everything calculated to keep the attention 
of the congregation alive! 

To those in the Church of England who 
regard religion as a serious matter, all this 
is painful ; but those who practise it con- 
tend that without such baits they have no 
chance of laying hold of the people, and that 
with them they make converts I 

They ape popish forms, grimaces, and 
fooleries to such an extent that many of the 
people have gone over to CathoUcism, judg- 
ing that the clergy must believe it right or 
they would not imitate it so thoroughly. 
Its identity with that apostate Church is 
thus substantiated, and the fate of the 
mother must be that of the daughter. 

Does the Gospel of Christ contain any 
authority for her official grades, her priestly 
vestments, her worldly pomp ? Can you 
imagine Peter, Paul, James, or John 
thus dressing themselves up as some of 
their pretended successors are now doing, 
in splendid monkish ceremonies and idola^ 
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loiiB temples adorned with paintings, pic- 
tures and crosses? 

Can I be flattered with the cringing bow(^ 
Thy solemn chatterings, and fantastic 

vows ? 
Are my eves charmed thy vestments to 

behold, 
Glaring in gems and gay in woven gold ? 
UnthinMng wretch, howcouldst thou hope 

to please 
A God, a Spirit, with snch to3r8 as these ? 
While with my gprace and statutes on thy 

tongue, 
Thou lov'st deceit, and dost thy brother 

wrong; 
In vain to pious forms thy zeal pretends. 
Thieves and adulterers are thy chosen 

friends. 
While the false flatterer at my altar waits. 
His hardened soul divine instruction hates. 

My last report contained the particulars 
ot my visit to Plymouth, Lord's dav, 18th. 

There are many devices in the heart of 
man, but the counsel of the Lord that shall 
stand ; I had arranged to have been many 
miles away from Plymouth, preaching else- 
where, but our wise and ever gracious God 
determined otherwise. I must remain in 
that towD. In the morning I preached in 
brother Collinses chapel to a large congre- 

gation ; 2 o'clock I gave an address to the 
unday School in connection with the Howe 
Street chapel, until ten minutes to 3 o'clock ; 
at 3 o'clock I preached in brother Gorbett's 
chapel. Trinity, and likewise in the evening ; 
the chapel was crowded ; it was a glorious 
sight to see not less than 1,200 persons 
packed together listening to the Gospel of 
Christ 

After the evening service a farewell and 
union prayer meeting was held, brother 
Collins and one of his deacons represent- 
ing the Howe Street church, and brother 
Corbett and brother Chambers representing 
Trinity church, united together in prayer 
to God for me. About three or four hun- 
dred persons were present, and the Lord 
was present. 

Very many testimonies I have received 
how the Lord has blest my visit to many in 
Plymouth, and as a consequence the hands 
of the people were opened to help; the 
amount I have received altogether in Ply- 
mouth is £33 Os. 4d, and strength and 
grace according to my day; in eight days I 
preached and lectured thirteen times ; 1 am 
none the worse, but a great deal better for 
thus waiting upon the Lord. 

Monday, 20th.— I left Plymouth by the 
12 o'clock train for Bristol, thankful to God 
for the high honour conferred upon me 
during my visit to the saints there. 

Tuesday, 21st — Dr. D. A. Doudney, Vicar 
of St Luke's, Bedminster, and editor of the 
Gospel Magazine and Old Jonathan^ hearing 
that I was to visit Bristol on my way from 
Plymouth, most kindly arranged.for me to 
lecture in his very spacious school house, 
and that ho would take the chair. The 
following letter I received from tiiat God- 
honoured servant of Christ : — 



** Carlisle House, Totterdown, Bristol,. 
Oct 17, 1868. 

**Mt Dear Sir and Brothbr in thb 
Lord, — I feel great pleasure in placing our 
school-house at your service for your lec- 
ture on Tuesday evening, and shall (D. V.)i 
announce it twice in St* Luke's church to^ 
morrow. I have read with much interest, 
in the Earthbn Vessel, each month, of 
your progress, and rejoice that you have so 
wellnigh accomplished the object of your 
mission to England. I trust that our good 
and gracious Lord may take you back in 
safety, love, and peace to your dear family, 
and to the dear people over whom the Lord 
has placed you. Your long and trying 
absence from them will, I trust, endear you 
to each other, and sweeten the few remain 
ing bitters that may remain in your path- 
way onward and homeward. 

"There is a blessed time coming when all 
the dear flock of slaughter, gathered from 
among men of every nation, tongue, and 
people, shall meet above in our Father's 
house and home, with no more sin, nor 
death, nor devil to encounter. As dear 
David Denham used to'say, * No Saturday 
night there! No Monday morning there!' 
No sin, nor sorrow, nor separation; but 
eternal light, and love, and glory ! Oh, our 
God, hasten it, we pray thee, in thy time. 
Meanwhile give us faith and patience that 
we may hold on and out even to the end ! 
Then :— 

* Farewell, tempter, death, and sin. 
My port in view, I'll enter in.* 

'^Let me have a line (if possible) by 
return of post, to say what train you will 
arrive by. I shall be happy for you to take 
up your quarters here, during your stay in 
Bristol ; and that the Lord may bless your 
visit, is the prayer of, Dear brother, yours 
affectionately in the Lord, 

David A. Doudney, D.D., 
Vicar of St. Luke's, Bedminster." 

In the evening I lectured to about throe 
or four hundred persons ; was veiy happy 
while speaking of the wonders God has 
wrought. I was received most kindly by 
the people. My dear brother. Dr. Doudney, 
spoke in a most brotherly manner, just as 
Paul used to speak of Timothy. Rev. S. A. 
Walker, a clergyman of St Maryleport, 
who is a man of God and truth, spoke after 
the lecture, and said, " While I mow that 
our brother is a Baptist ; I know that he 
loves the Lord Jesus ; and so do I. He i» 
a free grace man ; so am I. He hates the 
Pope, and so do I; and therefore I love 
him, and wish him God speed." I was de- 
lighted with him, and am thankful that I 
have made the acquaintance of those good 
men who, fearless of frowns, and indepen- 
dent of smiles, declare the whole counsel of 
God. In St Luke's church there is a con- 
gregation of about 1,2U0 persons from Sun- 
day to Sunday listening to the precious 
truth therein proclaimed, " Salvation is of 
grace." There is only one place beside where- 
the truth is preached, which is a small cause- 
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in a low state, and they believe that it is 
good to dwell alone within their own little 
narrow circle. They would not allow me 
to cross their boundary ; poor things, I pity 
them, and trust that the Lord will teach 
them, and give them the spirit of Christ ; then 
will they not reject the servant of Christ, 
although he may write in the Eabjihen 
Vessel, but ^receive him for Christ and 
truth's Bake,^but now it is, "I am for 
Paul, I am for ApoUos, and, I am for 
Cephas ;" and that is just as the devil would 
have it. I am for the '' Standard," I am for 
the "Vessel," I am for the « Herald," I am 
for the " Trumpet," I am for the "Voice of 
Truth." By the grace of Grod, I will be for 
neither, for I will not be in bondage to par- 
ties and names. My precious Christ has 
made me free, therefore for Christ's sake 
I will be my Master^s willing servant unto 
the saints, scattered wheresoever they may 
be. Collection £4 16s. 5^. After the 
lecture I was taken to the vicarage, and was 
received with courteous welcome; we talked 
together of the loving-kindness of the Lord 
until two o'clock in the morning. 

Wednesday, 22nd. — A door was opened 
for me to preach in Wickliff Chapel, Bris- 
tol ; was truly happy while speaking of the 
power of prayer, and the faithfulness of the 
Lord. 

Thursday, 23rd. — ^1 took my leave of my 
dear brother Doudney. Arrived in London 
and lectured in brother Stringer's Chapel, 
and received a second collection from the 
saints there — £5 Os. If d. 

Lord's Day, 26th. — I preached three 
times in the Baptist Chapel, Sible Heding^ 
ham, and gave an address to the school ; 
and lectured in the chapel on Monday, 26th. 
On each occasion the chapel was crowded, 
and the Lord was there; many were the 
instances I received that souls were blest. 

The following lines I received from one 
of the Lord's afflicted ones, who is full of 
sympathy for me : — 

This is from affliction's quarter, 
Where deep suffering doth abound ; 
Yet, I trust, a prince s daughter. 
Blest with more than bread and water, 
Having Christ and mercy found. 

May thy Lord and Saviour bless thee 
Always with a glowing soul; 
Let not cruel words oppress thee, 
!Nor the wrath of man distress thee, 
God thy Father knows it all. 

May He now and oft revive thee, 
With the savour of his name ; 
And when faith and love wax feeble. 
May His Spirit, when 'tis needful, 
Strengthen mightily the same. 

O ! may Christ, thy pilot, steer thee 
Safely o'er the dangerous deep. 
To thy home endearments bring thee. 
Then thy soul and all within thee 
Must rejoice as well as weep. 

Hope, dear sir, you'll take this kindly 
(^ugh as 'tis) from whence it came. 
'Tis from one who loves sincerely 



God's tried servants very dearly. 

Suffering for his cause and name. 

Tuesday, 27th. — It was arranged for me 
to lecture in Camberwell Hall in aid of the 
Aged Pilgrims ; the hall was crowded, and 
the collection was £23. 

Wednesday, 26th. — At Staines I delivered 
an Anti-Popery lecture, brother Webb|»e- 
sided ; collection, £3 18s. 7id. I felt it ex- 
ceedingly in parting with dear and loving 
friends whom I have known for many 
years. 

Thursday, 29th. — ^A deeply interesting 
meeting was held in brother Ponsford's 
Chapel, Clapham, to commemorate the pas- 
tor's birth-day, and also to congratmate 
me on the success of my mission, and most 
kindly gave me a second collection, which 
amounted to £8 10s. 

I am now ODce more in my English home 
at Camberwell, with my beloved friends, 
waiting for the farewell meeting on the 
17th, which will doubtless be fully reported 
in the Eabthen Vessel. 

By the ship "Nineveh " I trust, through 
the mercy of the Lord, I shall arrive in 
Sydney toward the end of February, when 
I shall once more, after an absence ojf eigh- 
teen months, be in the bosom of my family, 
and in the midst of the people of my 
charge. — Brethren, pray for me. Your wil- 
ling servant for Christ's sake, 

JOHN BTTNYAN lIcCURE. 



ISLINGTON. — Providence Chapel. 
The eighteenth Anniversary was held on 
Lord's day, Nov. 8th, when three ser- 
mons were preached; two by Mr. R. 
G. Edwards, now supplying at Providence, 
and one in the afternoon by Mr. James 
Wells. The attendance was exceedingly 
good. Mr. Wells took for his text 2 These, 
ii. 14: "Whereunto he called you," &c.; 
Ist, What we are called to ; 2nd, The call 
by grace ; 3rd, The glory ; and, 4th, How 
it is to be obtained. He was heard with 
pleasure and with profit ; we are thankful 
to find his voice so strone, and his mind 
and heart still so zealously affected in his 
Master's cause, for the good of souls, to 
promote their eternal welfare, and the glory 
of God, for which cause he has said, and 
we can believe, he only desires to live. 
Mr. Edwards took for his text in the even- 
ing, Eev. XV. 3. After some remarks on 
the book itself, he divided his text thus :— 
1st, The songsters ; 2nd, The songs they 
sing; and some remarks here should not 
be overlooked, they are worth remember- 
ing ; the songsters are they (see the verse 
preceding the text) who have gotten the 
victory over the beast, and over his image, 
and over his mark ; the beast is genersJly 
understood to represent the Pope ; we do 
not believe in transubstantiation or we 
might believe that he had actually become 
a beast, but simply that he resembles one. 
A woman once asked a priest if he really 
believed the wafer to be turned into the 
body of Christ. He said, " Yes,"and wished 
her to partake; she refused unless she made 
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the wafer herself, which she was allowed 
to do ; when she said, " Now you really 
believe this is no longer what it was. but 
changed into the body and blood of Christ ?" 
"Certainly," he said. "Well, then, jon 
may safely eat of it, for I put arsenic in it" 
But the songsters have gotten the victory 
over such delusions; how sad it is to see in 
this our day so many, especially females, 
wearing the mark of the beast ; for wher- 
ever you see the crucifix there is his mark. 
How true is the word, " The God of this 
world hath blinded their eyes that they 
believe not !" how strong indeed must the 
delusions be! the preacher said he hated 
the cross, while he noped he loved the dear 
Saviour who died thereon ; if you worship 
the cross, why not the nails ? why not the 
spear that pierced the side of the dear 
Bedeemer ? If you had a dear friend exe- 
cuted, would {you carry about with you a 
model of the gallows on which it took 
place ? No ; the cross was the cursed tree, 
Jesus was made a curse for us. But the 
true songsters worship the true God, and 
not those of wood and stone. Many other 
characteristics of the songsters and the 
songs they sing were sweetly dwelt upon 
by the preacher, to the edification and con- 
solation of those who heard ; we hope, if it 
is the will of God, Mr. Edwards may be 
the instrument of much good in this por- 
tion of God's Church, that he may be the 
means of building the waste places and 
gathering together the outcasts of Israel. 
We are tiuly thankful to see many signs 
already following the word preached ; some 
have come forward to tell, and that unmis- 
takably, of the work of grace in their soul ; 
and, God willing, they will follow their 
liOrd in baptism the last Lord's day in 
November, and, together with others, Mr. 
Edwards will probably receive ten new 
members into the Church the first Lord's- 
day in December, which is very encourag- 
ing to him and cheering to all the friends. 
On Tuesday, Nov. 10th, Mr. Wells again 
preached an excellent discourse from Ps. 
cxix. 17, " Deal bountifully with thy ser- 
vant," Ac., when some things quite new as 
well as old were brought out from God's 
treasury. A good company sat down to 
tea, after which Mr. Glaskin, now of Brigh- 
ton, occupied the pulpit, and preached the 
evening sermon from Titus ii. ll, " Look- 
ing for that blessed hope, and the glorious 
appearing of the great God, and our Saviour 
Jesus Christ :" 1st, the object referred to, 
" that blessed hope ;" 2nd, the feeling ex- 
pressed, " looking for that blessed hope ;** 
and 3rd, the glorious fruition of that which 
we look for, "the glorious appearing of 
Jesus Christ." The properties of hope pos- 
sessed by a child of God were much en- 
larged upon ; the hope is in God, it is built 
upon the mediation, the atonement of Jesus 
Christ, a surer foundation than our frames 
and feelings, for they are the most uncer- 
tain things in the world ; they look for it 
prayerfully, patiently, submissively, and 
triumphantly; there are three kinds of 



appearing of Jesus Christ ; he a^Mars in 
the page of truth, he appears to the believer 
experimentally, and, finally, the glorious 
appearing for which his people are look- 
ing ; all these- were dwelt upon by the 
Ereacher, much to the satisfaction of the 
eareru, of whom there was a large atten- 
dance; in conclusion, he hoped we all 
might be among those who love the appeai*- 
ing of Jesus Christ ; he alluded to the past, 
when the cause was commenced eighteen 
years ago, when eight souls were first 
banded together in bonds that can never 
break, when he himself was their minister 
for upwards of fourteen years, and how 
much the Lord had blessed them during 
that time by adding so many to them ; some 
changes h&d occurred, but he felt convinced 
the Lord would be in our midst and bless 
us again, as in past days. We must bear 
testimony to the kind manner in which Mr. 
Glaskin and Mr. Wells served the cause at 
Providence ; the collections were good ; to 
God be all the praise. — W. 



BOROUGH— Tbinity Chapel, TawrrY 
Street. On Tuesday, October 13th, a 
public meeting was held as above. The 
attendance was not laxge, there being seve- 
ral other meetings in the denomination on 
the same evening. The chair was occupied 
by the deacon, who has held office in the 
Church for 36 years; the meeting was 
opened by singing that well known hymn 
of Newton's, commencing "Kindred in 
Christ, for his dear sake." After prayer, 
by brother Cook, the chainuan called on 
brother Griffin to address the assembly, 
announcing him as coming from Jireh, the 
very place the Loid had provided for him, 
and trusting he had come with something 
provided by the Lord for them at this 
time. After an excellent address, the length 
of which the brethren to come after had no 
occasion to complain, he was followed by 
those whose names had been previously 
announced, all being present and all speak- 
ing with animation as their minds were 
led, having no limit set them excepting 
the comprehensive theme of Jesus Christ, 
and all the manifold blessings of his glo- 
rious Gospel. It was a subject of regret 
that there were not more present to hear, 
yet those who came found it good to be 
there. The following short report was 
delivered at the opening of the meeting ; — 
" Dear Christian friends, — In reviewing the 
past year we have some things to deplore, 
but more to be thankful for. In anticipa- 
ting the future it behoves us to Hhank 
God and take courage.' We have, it is 
true, had our changes, and, to some of us, 
painful they have been. Yet who can tell 
but these very changes, by the good hand 
of our unchanging friend, with us may 
work our lasting good. Our desire is to 
dwell, not on that which is dark and lower- 
ing, but rather with the cheeriulness of 
hope to view the bright light with which 
every cloud is fringed. A poor Jack Tar 
who went out wi& two legs, and after 
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severe conflict on board a maa-of-war 
returned to the circle of his friends with 
but one, meeting with much sympathy, 
said * he could partly tell people's diisposi- 
tions by conversing with them, for where 
he met with ten who said to him *^ What a 
pity you have lost your leg," he only foimd 
one that said, ** Wliatamercy that you have 
not lost both.** He thought it best to look 
at the bright side.* Like that good woman, 
who fell and broke her arm, and at once 
began to bless and praise the Lord that it 
was not her leg ; perhaps, by the way, she 
thought had it been her leg it would have 
kept her a long time from the house of God. 
And this temper, dear friends, is always 
found the best antidote f«r the mopes. 
Under all circumstances our statistics are 
better than might be expected. The 
balance (numerically) is very small, still it 
is on the right, therefore onthebrignt,side. 
The Jjord has said, *They shall flow toge- 
ther for the goodness of the Lord ;' and 
seven in the past year have flowed to us in 
the baptismal pool ; five have left for com- 
munion elsewhere; and one has ascended 
to sing in the heights of Zion triumphant, 
and sorrow no more at all for ever. Thus 
we report, according to our register: — 
Increase 1. As regards our prospects, we 
may observe our dear brother Cook has 
been preaching the word here with accep- 
tance, and the church has arranged with 
him to supply the pulpit for three months 
longer, commencing the 1st day of l^ovem- 
ber. And we are encouraged to believe by 
your prayers and ours, and the 'supply of 
the Spirit of Jesus Christ,' a divine blessing 
will descend to the furtherance of the Gos- 
pel in this place and neighbourhood." 

OLD FORD, — A correspondent says, 
Mr. Alsop has changed his views respecting 
believer's baptism; so that, whereas, at 
one time, he zealously sought to baptize all 
whom he could persuade, he now pubKcly 
expresses himself as being indifferent, 
whether he ever baptizes another person or 
not. We regret this. We baptized him 
upon a confession of his faith. Very 
earnestly he entered upon the ministry at 
Old Ford; but he removed recently to 
another place, and expresses himself willing 
to set the ordinance of baptism by immer- 
sion aside altogether. Before he takes 
such a step, we advise him as a friend to 
read Samuel Cozens's tract on "Mixed 
Communion.'' It bears the title, " Who 
Escaped the Flood ?" It is such a piece of 
powei'ful argument as would make even 
Charles Haddon Spurgeon think seriously 
on this subject ; if the thousands of chari- 
table Christians now flocking around him, 
did not more powerfully persuade him, that 
to set the Lord's table outside the church 
was the most advantageous course. High 
as Mr. Spurgeon stands, however, and 
deeply as we respect his immense and 
unceasing labours for the moral, and social, 
and temporal good of the people, we hesi- 
tate not to ask him, if he is quite sure he 



is pursuing a good object, in his efforts to 
set up open churches to the overtbrowiDg^ 
of Strict Baptist churches ? In very many 
parts of good old England he is doing tbie. 
And many ministers, whose pulpit powers 
are not sufficient to render their ministry 
so popular or profltable as they could wi^, 
are tempted to imitate the great preacher of 
the day ; and thus they seek to destroy the 
faith which they once professed to hold. 
We boldly affirm we fully believe the Strict 
Baptist churches in England, to be the 
nearest followers of Christ and his apostles 
of any churches in existence. For the 
most part, we know they are poor, they are 
despised, they are counted as the off-scour- 
ing of all things ; and we are quite sure 
from the Word of God, that as the great 
apostasy, as the final floods of idolatry and 
blasphemy roll into this once Protestant 
England, the St ict, the New Testament, 
the experimental, and the really faithful 
Baptist churches of the nation, will 
become almost extinct Nevertheless, we 
would not exchange our reproaches, our 
poverties, and trials, for all the wealth and 
wonderful influence, of those who can 
refuse allegiance to the Lord and Master 
whom they profess to serve, whose com- 
mission stands the same as when first 
delivered, and wliich commission cannot be 
too often repeated, therefore we tell our 
readers, it is expressed in words like these, 
'* Go ye, therefore, and teach all nations, 
baptizmg them in the name of the Father, 
and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost, 
teaching them to observe all things, whatso- 
ever, I nave commanded you, and lo, I am 
with you alway, even unto the end of the 
world, amen." That is "so let it be, "but, our 
thousands of ministers in this day, say, 
" nay, so it shall not be." In many things, 
beyond doubt, our Strict Baptist churches 
have been very remiss ; very much lacking 
in their zeal, in their " works of faith, and 
in their labours of love." All this we fear 
is too true, and it may be, that Mr. 
Spurgeon is raised up to "provoke some 
unto jealousy;" he may be the Lord's 
instrument to call in thousands whom the 
Strict Baptists would not look after. This 
may be so ; we are not in the Lord's secret 
in these external matters; but, how the 
Great Covenant Head, how the glorious 
King in Zion, can give out a commission so 
clear and so conclusive ; and yet smile, 
overwhelmingly propitious upon an 
immense army of men, who, practicallyi 
set that commission at nought, is, to us, a 
mystery. We only add, we have a 
thoroughly good-tempered review of Mr. 
Spurgeon's books, sermons, and enterpris- 
ing efforts, in our forge ; it shall appear 
in The Earthbn Vessel presently ; in the 
mean time, we only say further, read, and 
get everybody to read, Samuel Cozens's 
" Voice from Australia to all the Churches 
in Lngland." 

CINDERFORD^FoRKST of Deax.- 
Dear brother Banks, Not having beard irom 
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von respecting the state of your dear wif e*s 
health, I often wonder how the Lord is 
dealing with ^ou. I believe the great 
God will sustain you to the end of your 
state of trial Since I last saw you, I have 
had to take a journey with my wife and 
daughter into Nottinghamshire ; and I 
have left my wife and daughter in Lincoln- 
shire. I expect they will return about the 
14th of November, by way of London, 
when you may expect them to pay you a 
visit. I will give you a word oi my visit 
to East Betford, where my wife's father 
lives. I arrived there Saturday, Sept. 26th. 
I called upon some with whom I was 
familiar when I resided there twenty years 
ago ; when they found I was such a high 
Galvinist^ as they called me, they looked 
very shy ; but I was told there was one of 
my sort living in the town. I enquired, 
and found him to be one of God*s dear 
children, in whose heart God's everlasting 
Gospel had found a place. I visited hiiu 
one Sundav evening, we much enjoyed 
each other^s conversation. He told me 
during his long life of near seventy years, 
he had never been privileged with sitting 
under a Gospel ministry, only a few times ; 
he never heard a real Gospel sermon, he 
had read the Word of God, and knew of a 
blessed certainty for many, years that 
word was preached to his soul ; he had the 
works of Huntington; and some other God- 
taught divines, and he told me that he 
and another dear brother had read the word 
together on the Lord's-day, with Dr Gill's 
notes, to their souls' profit ifor many years ; 
having nowhere where they could hear the 
Gospel preached ; but his good brother had 

fone home, and left him in the wilderness, 
was blessed by visiting this old disciple 
of the Lord. His name is Samuel Cutis, 
Trinity Hospital, West Betford. I returned 
home refreshed in body and mind ; and 
entered upon my labour again with health 
And strength fuUy recovered. Praised be 
the name of my Great Benefactor. I en- 
joyed myself very much Sunday Nov. Ist. 
Brother Palmer and I exchanged ; he was 
on the Forest preaching, and I was at 
Cheltenham. I had a happy time with the 
friends at Bethel. I was led to pray that 
God would be pleased to ravive his work at 
Bethel. I found when I returned to home, 
that brother Palmer much enjoyed his visit, 
he was well received by the people. I 
wish to express my thankfulness to Al- 
mighty God for having restored me once 
more to health, and giving me some en- 
couragement by an increase of my congre- 
gation. I will praise him for all his 
mercies ; and be pleased (through the Ves- 
sel) to give my best thanks to all the kind 
friends that helped me in my temporary 
distress, when I laid aside from my afflic- 
tion. Farewell, my dear brother. I am, 
yours in Christ Jesus the Lord, 

B. Snaith. 

{[This applies to the moneys sent by Mr. 
Pickworth, Miss Hooper, the Whitestone 
friends, and others.— JBd.J 



AGED PILGBIM8' FBIEND SOCIETY 
To ALL THE Members of Christ's 

FLOCK WHO ARE BLESSED WITH COMFORT- 
ABLE HOMES. 

Dear Brethren, — The committee of 
the above Society beg respectfully to call 
your attention to the important work in 
which they are engaged in connection with 
this valuable institution ; viz., the erection of 
another home for an additional number of 
pensioners ; 660 of whom are now receiv- 
ing relief from the funds. 

We feel great pleasure in informing you 
that the committee are now earnestly pre- 
paring for the commencement of the 
spacious asylum to be erected at Homsey 
Bise. The ground is purchased, a fine 
eligible site, very healthy and easy of access 
Tclose to the Alexandra Orphanage). Plans 
for the building are preparing, and it is 
^nlly hoped that the stone wUl be laid in 
March next. 

The cost of the land has been £3,500, 
including expenses, but the contributions 
already received have fallen short of that 
amount by £500, and to meet this deficiency 
as well as a further outlay for the formation 
of roads, &c., it is proposed to raise the 
sum of £1000, by the beginning of March 
next. 

Several promises towards this amount 
have been received, and it should be 
specially noted that the sum left by the 
late Mr. Box is available only for the com- 
pletion of the building, and cannot be 
devoted to any preliminary expenses. 

Highly favoured friends of our common 
Lord, to you we look, and confidently urge 
a ready and liberal response in the way of, 

1st, — A congregational collection early 
in the new year. 

2nd, — A public meeting in some central 
place, to which a deputation can be sent. 

3rd, — Personal donations and subscrip- 
tions, for which votes will be given for new 
asylum. 

4th, — Collecting books, to be had of the 
Secretary. 

Dear brethren, the building committee to 
whom is entrusted the management of the 
various details, entreat your earnest prayers 
and kind sympathy in this noble undertak- 
ing on behalf of the Lord's poor and aged 
people. The season for family unions is 
approaching, will you send us a Christmas 
thank • offering ? The Lord graciously 
incline all hearts to devise libend things. 
Farewell. 

Please address all communications on 
this subject to the Honorary Secretary of 
the Building Fund, Mr. Wm. Jackson, 10, 
Cobum terrace. Bye lane, S.E. ; or to the 
Society's office, 10, Poultry, London, E.C. 

AUSTBALIA. — While some of our 
English Baptist churches have been liber- 
ally raising for Mr. John Buuyan M^Cure 
£1000, to clear liis chapel in Sydney, from 
debt, the Baptist church in Ballarat., have 
been in their measure equally generous and 
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benevolent; for. upon finding that Mr. 
George Dyer xsonld not see his way clear 
to settle with any chnreh in England, they 
hare invited him to retnm to Australia; 
and to settle with tiiem, for at least three 
years, undertaking to to pay all the ex- 
penses of his voyage outward, and to 
maintain him as their pastor during the 
term before specified. Uonsequently, Mr. 
G^rge Dyer has left his native land again, 
and is now, we suppose, nearly approaching 
that delightful garden of his adopted colony, 
where, without fear, he may freely enun- 
ciate the views he entertains, as appen- 
dixical to his ministry. We are sorry that 
Mr. George Dyer should have left England 
without any public farewell meeting ; and 
especially as he is said to have considered 
that the English ministers and editors 
compelled him to leave. The fact is, when 
Mr. Dyer returned this last time to the 
bosom of his family, and to his own 
country, we did all we could to give him a 
kind welcome, and an encouraging intro- 
duction ; but some of the people a long way 
from us in those colonial churches repri- 
manded us for the announcements we 
made ; then, when we endeavoured to be 
just with them, Mr. Dyer became angry 
with us ; and without any manifest recon- 
ciliation, or kind farewell, is gone, where, 
perhaps, we may never see him more. If 
the Great Head of the Church has ordained 
Mr. Geo. Dyer to the bishopric of the Bal- 
larat diocese, we' certainly do pray that he 
may be instrumental in cementing the 
hearts of the people in bonds of holy love, 
of heavenly peace, and of numerical pros- 
perity ; and that, instead of swimming 
upon the dark waters of speculation, he 
win lovingly, and powerfully preach the 
Gospel of the Lord Jesus ; and that the 
Eternal Spirit may so enlarge his heart and 
so bless his labours, (not in trying to make 
people believe what neither he nor they 
can comprehend, but) in winning souls to 
Christ, and in building up the saints ia the 
faith, that before long, we shall have good 
news of our friend George Dyer's ministry 
at Ballarat ; and none will be more pleased 
to announce such well authenticated glad 
tidings than ourselves. 

NORTH BRIXTON HALL,— St. Ann's 
Road. Anniversary of the eight sermons 
preached by eight ministers, was holden 
Tuesday, October ISth. The blessing of 
the Lord was enjoyed. The services com- 
menced by prayer, at 7 o'clock ; and from 
9 to 10 o'clock ; Mr. Didton not being able 
to be with us in time, Mr. Steed preached 
from Micah it 13, " The br^Lker is come up 
before them ;" which it is hoped is the case 
with this cause of God and truth. Mr. 
Wale spoke touchingly from the " Precious 
promises." Mr. Caunt affectionately from 
Col. i. 4, " Since we heard of your faith in 
Christ Jesus, and of the love which ye have 
to all the saints.*' In the afteiiioon Mr. 
Hall gave words of solemn truth, from 
"That they all Might be damned who 



believe not the truth, but had pleasure in 
unrighteousness." Mi\ Attwood followed, 
speaking from the *' eight principal men," 
Micah V. 5. Mr. Sankey uttered some 
encouraging words, from " With my soul 
have I desired thee in the night ; yea, with 
my spirit within me will I seek thee early," 
&c. After tea, Mr. Myerson gave a stirring 
sermon, to saint and sinner, taking the 
words of Jehovah to Noah as the founda- 
tion of his subject : ** Make thee an ark of 
gopher wood." The Ordinance of the Lord's 
Supper was administered l^brother Myer- 
son ; brethren Sankey and Flory assisting ; 
it was the house of God and the gate of 
heaven. A few words of encouragement 
from Mr. Flory, and of gratitude to tho 
Lord for his blessing upon the cause and , 
services of the day^ from Mr. Glennie, con- 
cluded a delightful season. 

" Here let the Son of David reign. 
Let G-od's Anointed shine ; 
Justice and truth his court maintain. 
With love and power divine. " 

Joseph Flory. 



HEREFORDSHIRE.— A brother minis- 
ter says: — *'I think you like to be at 
Whitestone." Yes ; on the 7th of Novem- 
ber we travelled that long journey i^ain, 
in the cold, and afflicted with a cold ; but, 
on the journey, the words of Paul to tho 
Romans oocupied our mind, "And I am 
sure that when I come unto you, I shall 
come in the fulness of the blessing of the 
Gospel of Christ." In perfect saiety wo 
reached that delightful spot; and a more 
happy welcome no Puritan prelate could 
ever receive. On the Lord's«day morning 
they sang : — 

" Grace— 'tis a charming sound." 

And in preaching, in breaking bread, and 
in all the services, the blessing of the Lord 
was enjoyed. We should be thankful if 
the Lord would send to that sacred hiU of 
Zion, a pastor aiter her own heart ; for a 
laborious Boanerges, and for a son of con- 
solation, there is an immense field open in 
those parts. The cities of Hereford, Glou- 
cester, and Worcester stand round it liko 
ecclesiastical towers; the towns of Boss, 
Bromyard, Ledbury, and Malvern, are near 
at hand ; and scarcely in any one of thoso 
immense populations is there a fixed, 
devoted, and decidedly truthful labourer of 
our own faith and order. Let a strong, in- 
telligent, deeply sanctified minister of 
Cuaist's Gospel be planted at Whitestone, 
as the centre, and all round that country a. 
man mighty in the Scriptures, and filled with 
the Holy Ghost, might be instrumental in 
planting many Gospel Churches. Not even 
the Metropolitan Tabernacle bishop can be 
said to have any concentrated diocese in 
these sterile parts. We left Whitestone 
very reluctantly, for a more decided, 
a more charitable, a more simple yet 
sincere people it is not easy to find. 
The Lord bless them, and send unto theoi 
by whom He "will send. 
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SOTJTH HACKNEY.— Mr. Joseph Cart- 
ivright, well known in Bneks, as a preacher 
of the Gospel, has had an accident, by 
which it is marvellous he did not lose his 
life. From a sweet note we received, we 
cnll the following :— " Dear sir, I have to 
record the great mercy of the Lord, for so 
restoring my strength. How plain it doth 
appear to me, that all our times are in his 
hands ; it is a mercy our times are not in 
our hands ; we should then have our 
mercies too soon ; if they were in the 
hands of our fellow creatures, we should 
not have them at all ; but being in ^ his 
hands, we have them just at the right time. 
When I am able to look back upon the 
forty years I have been called by his grace, 
and to look at the many deep waters and 
hot fires I have been preserved in, and 
brought through, I feel something like a 
spark kept alive in the ocean ; or like the 
bush that was all on fire, yet not consumed. 
It appears to me, the only cause was, * the 
Lord was there.' I have suffered much in 
body and mind in this affair, still, I have 
been blessed with a little communion with 
my God ; and this is surpassing sweet. I 
write to you because you are like my elder 
brother, *a brother bom for adversity,' you 
can sympathize with a brother in trouble. 
We have many brothers, but how few that 
can feel for a poor brother; they are 
miserable comforters, but onr elder brother 
said, *I will not leave you comfortless.' 
Both you and myself can set to our seal 
that we have felt it true to the very letter. 
I have thought of writing my remarkable 
chequered history for the last forty years in 
the wilderness; although in myself one of 
the most despairing creatures in the world. 
From your unworthy brother, 

ThOS. CARTWltlOBT. 

47, Ash grove. South Hackney. 
Nor. 2, 1868," 

LONDON. —A letter from "A. K." 

kindly tells . us, " Mr. ," whom we 

exalted to the third heavens, is "the 
greatest enemy we have." He must, then, 

be a Goliath of Gath indeed. When S 

dismissed him, he came to us, sought our 
favour, and obtained it, asked for our 
recommendation and influence, and received 
from us all the help we could give him ; 
and, when ordained, came and desired us 
to publish the account of it. Now, although 
we never hurt one bain of his head, he 
secretly uses the old rusty slander- weapon, 
not because he has any ill thing to say of 
us, from his own experience, but because 
his patron, bis churchwarden, his draper 
and clothier commands him to cast us down, 
that he may raise up an edifice- for him- 
self and his sectarians, on our ruins* 
Of all such cowardly assailants, we say, as 
David said of Shimei, " Let him curse," it 
may be the Lord hath bidden him. We do 
not go too far, when we say, under the wide 
canopy of heaven, there cannot be found a 
larger number of cowardly creatures than 
is to be found among the tribes of these 



aspirants to the pulpit and to the pastorate. 
For more than a quarter of a century, our 
experience and our books will prove this 
to a demonstration ; because, instnmientally 
we have holden the power of the press in 
our hands, hosts of them have fled to us, 
as they did to David in the Cave. In our 
very little way, we have become a captain 
over them. The sequel of such a captaincy 
we will leave for the present 

YEOVIL. — Our ministerial friend, Mr. 
Qteo. Kellaway, says: ** Another old saint 
has gone to glory. Died in Yeovil, in the 
triumph of faith, on Monday night, Oct. 5, 
1868, Mrs. Bulford, in the ninety-second 
year of her age. I have known this old 
saint nearly forty years ; she was a woman 
of great faith, and was afflicted fifty >ears ; 
confined to her room over thirty years ; she 
has been preserved in the brim of affliction 
with nothing but the parish pay, and the 
help of friends, who never deserted her. 
On the Monday evening, between five and 
six o'clock, she called her nurse to her bed- 
side, took hold of her hand, and embraced 
her, and with strength that astonished the 
woman, she waved her hand to and fro, and 
uttered these remarkable words, with a 
strong voice, " Glory I glory ! ! glory ! ! ! 
the crown I the crown ! the crown ever- 
lasting." After this, she lay in a quiet dose, 
till a quarter past twelve, when she quietly 
fell asleep. Her faith triumphed over 
poverty and affliction in the article of dis- 
solution. Our love to Mrs. Banks in her 
affliction. G. and A. Kbllaway." 



WIMBLEDON. — Our covenant keeping 
God in his boundless love and mercy, en- 
abled us to hold our eighth anniversary on 
Wednesday, Sept. 9th, when that highly- 
favoured servant of Christ, Mr. J. B. 
M'Cure gave us two sacred discourses on 
the love of God to man, and well was he 
enabled to give to Christ all the pre-emi- 
nence 1 Col., last clause 18th ver. It was 
indeed a day long to be remembered by us 
Zoarites, for which we desire to praise God. 
Company good ; friends having paid us a 
visit from Wandsworth, Clapham, Leather- 
head, Ripley, and many other places, as 
our dear pastor said it encouraged him still 
to go on when he saw so many kind friends 
come to pay us a visit. Collections good, 
being nearly double, for which we were 
thankful, as we had arranged to divide the 
proceeds between our own cause, and the 
church at Sydney. Yours in Christian 
love, E. M. 

Wimbledon, July 17, 1868. 



CAMBERWELL.— Mr. Gabriel Bayfield, 
so many years the useful and beloved 
minister of Bloomsbury chapel, in the 
Commercial road, has been called home to 
his rest. His sufferings were long and 
heavy ; but his happy soul is now in glory, 
and his mortal remains were laid in the 
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^ave at Nunliead. His brother Thomas, 
and the meek and truthful brother Franks, 
deliyered addresses at the funeral. Some 
good Christians we know called Gabriel 
Bayfield their spiritual father, and over 
bis loss they shed the tear of grateful 
remembrance. 

SHEEBNESS^Anniversary seryices in 
connection with the Sunday Schools, were 
held in Zion Chapel, Sep. 27th and 28th. 
Three sermons were preached on the Sun- 
■day by C. W. Banks. A tea and public 
meeting on the Monday. Mr. Hand, the 
Superintendent, gave a brief report of the 
state of the schools. They stood in need 
of more teachers ; they wanted books for 
rewards, and token and prize cards and 
funds to work with. We thought benevo- 
lent friends in some districts, who have no 
8cope for practical usefulness themselves, 
might help an institution like this school. 
After the Keport by the Superintendent, 
Mr. Stanford, the minister at Minster ; and 
Mr. Hunter, the Chaplain of Her Majesty's 
Forces, with Mr. Berry and Mr. Patrick, 
gave the meeting some good words. It 
was near ten o'clock when the friends separ- 
ated. 

BIGBURT— .The littlecause at Bigbury, 
in Devonshire, by the grace of God, is 
gradually advancing in spirituality and 
numbers. On Lord's-day, Sep. 13th, two 
persons were baptised in the name of the 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. In the 
afternoon, we went to the banks of the 
river Avon. About 200 were present to 
witness the proceediogs. Both candidates 
were males; one was the husband of a 
sister who was baptised in the same waters 
a few months before. The weather was 
auspicious. The people were attentive; 
good order prevailed, while many appeared 
to listen, and witness with softened hearts, 
%i.s the broad seal of Heaven's approbation 
manifestly rested upon the administration 
»9f the ordinance of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

EAST BERGHOLT.— This remarkable 
little church is under a cloud. When we 
consider the sacrifices made in connection 
with that cause, how, in the time of danger 
we stood in the gap, never receiving one 
fraction in return, we can but feel acutely, 
the false, the cruel courses which, in the 
moment of trial, some pursued. It is 
beyond all description painful, when after 
the utnibst exertions have been made to 
serve the churches and people of the Lord, 
those exertions, those churches, and those 
people, become your enemies, because pros- 
eperity has not followed the means used. 
Still, we have hoped, the prayers, the tears, 
the faithful testimonies, and the hard earned 
treasures poured out for the cause at Berg- 
holt, would not be in vain. If it is so, 
while others laugh, it must be ours to 
mourn. 

HARWICH.—Mr. J. W. Dyer has re- 



signed his pastorate at Harwich ; and has 
left At Irthlingborough, and other country 
churches he has been supplying ; but is not 
yet settled. We have jmown him many 
years ; always found him a cheeriul, truth- 
ful, and kind Christian brother; and we 
feel certain to some peaceful and decided 
people, both Mr. Dyer, and his well-chosen 
partner, would prove useful in the 
work of the Lord. He carries neither 
the crab-stick nor the vinegar-cruet ; his 
spirit is not sour, his heart is not E»d ; he 
has the spirit and the mind of Christ in 
measure ; and we hope soon to see him 
permanently settled. 

WALTHAM ABBEY.— The determina- 
tion of some professors to persecute 
the little flock, is a subject upon which 
many communications have reached us. 
The whole case ought to be thoroughly 
searched into, laid before the churches, and 
such measures adopted as shall tend to 
put an end to the affliction. " F. J." says, 
the Bedford man was ^*a persecutor of 
God's ministers;** we hope his sin was 
pardoned ere so suddenly he was called 
into the presence of his Maker. 



WOOLWICH.— We cannot insert any 
more letters, at present, on the Woolwich 
question. Wo will only add, an excellent 
portrait of Mr. Henry Hanks luis lately been 
published in quarto size. Copies can be 
sent, post free, for forty stamps ; address, 
Mr. J. Brain, Thomas Street, Woolwich. 
If one is sent to us^ we will give a fair 
review of it, and then place it in our 
gallery. 

Cheebino. — ^A brother minister says: 
" In my attendance upon harvest thanks- 
giving meetings this year, I think I can 
perceive a reviving in the different little 
courts of our Zlon. Here and there are 
evidences of the falling dew, the flowing 
waters, and the visits of him whose going 
forth is prepared as the morning. Awake, O 
north wind, and come, thou south, blow 
upon my garden, that the spices thereof may 
flow forth." 
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Death — Mr. Tettmar, the well-knpwn op- 
tician of the Mile End Boad, has been suddenly 
snatched from the bosom of a loving family, by 
being aocidentally thrown under a dray, on 
Stepnev Green, on Monday, Nov. 17th, 1868. 
He died in the London Hospitalon the following 
Friday, aged 38 ; leaving a disconsolate wife, 
five small children, and some deeply afiection- 
at« sisters, brothers, &o. The deceased was 
called imder the ministry when young ; served 
the church at Poplar, as precentor for yeurs ; 
was recently baptized by Mr. Staringer; and 
was united to the church under his oare. Alas ! 
he is no more here. 

MABBIED. 

On the aiBt inst at Mount Zion chapel, Chad- 
well street, by Mr. John Hazelton, assisted by 
Mr. John Banyan McCure, of Sydney; Mr. 
Samuel Oharlton, of Chilwell, Notts, to Amelia 
Laura, youngest daughter of Mr. B. Minton, of 
St. John's street road, Clerkenwell. 
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